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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

CEISTEANNA AR SONRAIODH TOSAIOCHT DOIBH
QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY

Chun an Dli agus Cirt, Gnéthai Baile agus Imirce: To the Justice, Home Affairs and Migration

1.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of protected disclosures made by members and staff of An Garda
Siochana, either directly to his Department or through internal Garda channels, and to Fiosru, in each of the past five years; and the number
upheld, dismissed or under examination.

PQ70836/26  MATT CARTHY

2. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration further to his previous evidence to the Oireachtas Justice Committee concerning
the number of providers arising from the cancellation of pre-contract accommodation agreements, and in light of the Comptroller and Auditor
General’s report identifying legal proceedings involving five providers, to account for the difference between those figures; the status of each of the

remaining cases or agreements referred to by him; whether any additional settlements or payments have been made in respect of them; and the
total financial exposure to the State arising from the cancellation of these agreements.

PQ70965/26  GARY GANNON

3.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of appeals currently pending before the International Protection
Appeals Tribunal.

PQ70838/26  MATT CARTHY

4.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the proposed process and timeline for the two new prisons in the Glen, Cork City.
PQ70856/26 @ THOMAS GOULD

CEISTEANNA EILE
OTHER QUESTIONS

Chun an Dli agus Cirt, Gnéthai Baile agus Imirce: To the Justice, Home Affairs and Migration

5.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the steps being taken to increase the number and visibility of dedicated community
Gardai, particularly in areas experiencing significant population growth and anti-social behaviour; if additional resources will be provided to
strengthen community policing teams and maintain consistent engagement between Gardai and local communities.

PQ70691/26 = BARRY HENEGHAN
6.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if his Department maintains records of security expenditure on a centre-by-centre
basis in respect of all International Protection Accommodation Service accommodation centres; and, if so, the name and location of each centre,

the security provider engaged, and the total amount spent on security services at each centre for each of the past five years and to date in 2026, in
tabular form.

PQ70296/26 = PEADAR TOIBIN

7. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the assessments undertaken by his Department and An Garda Siochana
regarding the need for increased Garda resources and Garda visibility in rapidly growing constituencies like Kildare north.

PQ70464/26 ~ NAOISE O CEARUIL

8.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of persons held in prison pending deportation in 2025 and 2026 to
date; and the median length of that detention.

PQ70508/26 = PADRAIG O'SULLIVAN

9.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the way in which he plans to address the concerns of a campaign (details
supplied) which has advocated for sentencing reform and victims’ rights in Ireland.

PQ70447/26 = PAUL MCAULIFFE

10.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of Irish citizens and non Irish citizens who are currently prisoners
within the Irish Prison system; and a breakdown of all prisoners nationalities.

PQ69742/26 GEORGE LAWLOR

11.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if any amendments to Statutory Instrument No.303/2026 have been made to
bring his recently announced changes to the legal aid scheme into force.

PQ70647/26  GARY GANNON

12.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of Gardai in County Louth; and measures he is taking to increase the
number.
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PQ70467/26 = ERIN MCGREEHAN

13.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the total expenditure incurred by the State on criminal legal aid in respect of
persons aged under 18 years in each of the years 2023, 2024, 2025 and to date in 2026; and the estimated amount of that expenditure attributable
to juveniles who had previously been convicted of one or more criminal offences.

PQ70303/26 =~ PEADAR TOIBIN

14.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he will abolish the proposed extension of the residency requirement by three
years for citizenship; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70618/26  PAUL MURPHY

15.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if his Department has assessed the impact of significant population growth in

rural areas, including in County Galway, on policing requirements; whether consideration has been given to the adequacy of current Garda numbers
assigned to these areas in light of increased population levels and service demands.

PQ70638/26 @ PETER ROCHE
16.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he will provide an update on the operation and expansion of community CCTV

schemes; the supports available to local communities and local authorities seeking to establish or expand CCTV in areas experiencing persistent
anti-social behaviour and crime; and if barriers to the approval or implementation of such schemes are being addressed.

PQ70693/26 = BARRY HENEGHAN
17.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of persons diverted by An Garda Siochana to health services under

the health diversion scheme since its commencement; the number of Garda members who received specific training on the operation of the scheme
prior to its commencement and to date; and the number of occasions on which a person eligible for diversion was not referred.

PQ70648/26 = GARY GANNON

18.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration for an update on the work of Cuan in County Louth.

PQ70469/26  ERIN MCGREEHAN

19.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the status of the Civil Reform Bill 2025; and the expected publication date of the
draft Bill.

PQ70316/26 COLM BURKE

20.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of deportation orders overturned by the Minister for persons who had

failed in a judicial review they had taken against the International Protection Appeals Tribunal, in each of the past ten years and to date in 2026; and
if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ69998/26  PAUL LAWLESS

21.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if his Department has conducted a cost-benefit analysis of his proposals to make
it harder for people to attain citizenship; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70622/26  PAUL MURPHY

22.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of Garda stations in County Galway which operate on a full time
basis.

PQ69729/26  LOUIS O'HARA

23.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration whether, further to the provisions of the Children Act 2001, he will consider

introducing legislation providing criminal liability for a parent or guardian where it can be established that a wilful or reckless failure to exercise
reasonable care or control has contributed to anti-social or criminal behaviour by a child under 18 years.

PQ70484/26 = TOM BRABAZON

24.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration to outline public information campaigns planned to raise awareness of NIS2,
particularly for businesses and organisations impacted.

PQ70356/26  MALCOLM BYRNE

25.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the measures that have been implemented by An Garda Siochana to de-escalate
incidents of young adults video recording themselves driving the wrong way down motorways, as occurred recently.

PQ70571/26 = JOE NEVILLE

26. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he plans to increase targeted allocations through the Community Safety Fund
to certain parts of the country given the increase in gangland criminal activity in certain parts of the country in recent years.

PQ70449/26 = PAUL MCAULIFFE

27.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration his views on the roll out of high visibility policing; and the impact it is having in the
Dublin area.

PQ70552/26  MARK WARD

28.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration for an update on the expansion of Youth Diversion Programmes nationally; and
the further measures being taken to intervene early with young people at risk of becoming involved in persistent anti-social behaviour and crime.
PQ70450/26 ' TONY MCCORMACK



DAIL EIREANN
Dé Céadaoin, 7 Deireadh Fomhair, 2026 = Wednesday, 7th October, 2026

29.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the measures being taken to support and expand youth justice and diversion
initiatives aimed at preventing young people from becoming involved in criminal activity; the level of funding provided for such initiatives in each of
the past three years and planned for 2027; and the metrics used to assess their effectiveness and outcome.

PQ67087/26  GRACE BOLAND

30.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration his plans to implement the recommendations of the Cost of Business Advisory
Forum report that come under the remit of his Department.

PQ70390/26 TONY MCCORMACK

31.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the position regarding the review carried out into the prison system with a view to
improving prisoner welfare, education programmes and recidivism rates.

PQ69786/26  BARRY WARD

32.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of Gardai in County Meath; the number of new recruits, resignations
and retirements in 2025 and to date in 2026.

PQ69723/26 DARREN O'ROURKE

33.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if his Department has examined the impact on the administration of justice of the
reduction in the number of criminal legal aid certificates granted since 1 July 2026.

PQ70561/26  MATT CARTHY

34.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the measures being taken to reduce delays and backlogs across the immigration
and international protection systems; and the current actions being taken to improve processing times and administrative capacity.

PQ70523/26 = ALBERT DOLAN

35.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of new Gardai that have graduated to date in 2026; and if he will
make a statement on the matter.

PQ69728/26  LOUIS O'HARA

36. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he will provide an update on the new framework for the authorisation and
operation of CCTV schemes through Part 5 of the Garda Siochana (Recording Devices) Act 2023.

PQ70145/26 = JAMES GEOGHEGAN

37.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the status of plans to roll out body-worn cameras for members of An Garda
Siochana; and the expected timeline for the full rollout of same.

PQ70509/26 = SEAMUS MCGRATH

38.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration his plans to reform the operation of the in-camera rule in family law proceedings.
PQ70639/26  MATT CARTHY

39.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of Gardai assigned to the Lucan area.

PQ70565/26  SHANE MOYNIHAN

40.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the measures that have been taken to reduce the value of contracts with IPAS
providers; and the plans for the future of same.

PQ70681/26 EDWARD TIMMINS

41. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the measures that will be introduced to ensure improved Garda visibility in rural
communities across Cork north-west; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70621/26 =~ AINDRIAS MOYNIHAN

42.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of e-bikes currently in use by members of An Garda Siochana.
PQ70510/26 SEAMUS MCGRATH

43.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he will provide an update on the progress of sentencing reform legislation
contained in the Programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70020/26 PAULA BUTTERLY

44.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he will provide an update on the expansion of youth justice and youth diversion
measures.

PQ70146/26 JAMES GEOGHEGAN

45.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the status of the provision of a new court house in Portlaocise; the stage is it
currently at; and the progress made to date.

PQ70384/26 BRIAN STANLEY

46. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration whether the Government remains committed to implementing the multi-agency

competent authority model for the National Referral Mechanism established under the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Human Trafficking) Act
2024; and if not, the reasons for that decision.

PQ70640/26  MATT CARTHY
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47.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if his Department has assessed the potential impact of the proposed changes to
citizenship eligibility on Ireland’s ability to attract and retain migrant workers; the evidence base that was used to show that increasing the residence
requirement for citizenship from five to eight years will improve integration outcomes; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70690/26 = GARY GANNON
48.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the actions taken where foreign State actors are implicated in cyberattacks on

Ireland; the way in which attribution is determined; and the approximate number of suspected foreign State-sponsored or foreign State-condoned
attacks in recent years.

PQ70358/26 MALCOLM BYRNE

49.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the current status of plans for a large extension to the existing Cork Prison on the
site of the old decommissioned Cork Prison which has been vacant for a number of years.

PQ70268/26 COLM BURKE

50. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration his position and the reason a significantly larger number of student visa
applications from students in Gaza appear to have been rejected in 2026 than in previous years; and if he is taking steps to address this.
PQ70697/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

51. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of cars that have been reported to the Gardai as stolen since January
2026; and the number for 2025.

PQ70615/26 = JOE NEVILLE

52. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration for an update on the Garda numbers in County Cork, in particular the Midleton
district.

PQ70642/26  JAMES O'CONNOR

53. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if the Irish Prison Service has the technology to identify and track drones at the
Midlands Prison, Portlaoise; if the necessary software has been installed; and if so, if staff trained to use it.

PQ69302/26 BRIAN STANLEY

54. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration his plans to ensure that Palestinian students who have their visas rejected will
have access to a speedy and effective appeals process that would allow them to take up their university places.

PQ70463/26 RICHARD BOYD BARRETT

55. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the commitment he will provide to people in urban and rural Ireland that there will
be a higher Garda presence for the security of all (details supplied).

PQ70684/26 RICHARD O'DONOGHUE

56. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he is considering withdrawing proposed legislation that would further restrict
people to obtain Irish citizenship.

PQ70462/26 RICHARD BOYD BARRETT

57.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the steps he is taking to ensure that students from Gaza who have been offered

places to study in Irish universities this term are supported to have their visas processed, given the exceptional circumstances they are currently
experiencing.

PQ70696/26  RODERIC O'GORMAN

58.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the current average processing times for international protection applicants; and
the progress being made to reduce the processing times for international protection applicants.

PQ70493/26 ~ RUAIRI O MURCHU

59.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the current capacity of domestic violence refuge and support services; and the
measures being taken to meet demand for these services.

PQ67088/26  GRACE BOLAND

60.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of community Gardai assigned to the Lucan area.

PQ70568/26 = SHANE MOYNIHAN

61.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he will provide an update on the rollout of e-scooter speed testing kits; and the
number of e-scooters confiscated by Gardai.

PQ70631/26  NAOISE O MUIRI

62.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the status of the rollout and establishment of community safety partnerships

nationwide and, in particular, in Galway city and Galway county; the progress made to date in replacing joint policing committees; and if he is
satisfied that community safety partnerships are delivering improved outcomes for community engagement and local safety.

PQ70658/26 = SEAN KYNE
63.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the measures being taken to ensure that Garda divisions serving rural

communities have sufficient frontline Garda personnel and resources to provide a visible policing presence; and the steps being taken to address
vacancies and recruitment pressures.

PQ70452/26 =~ ALBERT DOLAN
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64. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration to confirm in the context of a recent review and report, the future status of Garda
Training College Templemore; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70607/26 = MICHAEL LOWRY

65.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration for an update on his plans for Thornton Hall; and projected timeframe for same.
PQ69725/26 DARREN O'ROURKE
66.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the position regarding any allowances being considered for people legally

resident in Ireland and in the process of meeting the requirements for Irish citizenship in the context of imminent changes in citizenship
requirements.

PQ69773/26  BARRY WARD
67.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the measures being taken by his Department and An Garda Siochana to prevent

and reduce anti-social behaviour in communities; and the initiatives currently in place to address issues such as public disorder, dangerous driving,
and the misuse of fireworks.

PQ70465/26 NAOISE O CEARUIL

68. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the reason he overturned in excess of 500 deportation orders last year; and if he
will make a statement on the matter.

PQ69997/26 PAUL LAWLESS

69. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the current position regarding Garda recruitment and retention for County Cork;
the measures being taken to ensure adequate policing resources for rural Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70616/26 = AINDRIAS MOYNIHAN

70. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration to provide an update on the progress being made to resolve the solicitors' dispute
over the introduction of the new Criminal Legal Aid Scheme.

PQ69731/26 RUAIRI O MURCHU

71.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the funding allocated to An Garda Siochana in Budget 2027; and the priorities for
the use of the same.

PQ70632/26 JAMES O'CONNOR

72.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he is aware of work ongoing in the Cork Detention Barracks; the nature of the
work; and the amount that has been spent in the past 12-months in the building.

PQ70549/26 THOMAS GOULD

73.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the categories of harmful and violent material that will be covered by the

forthcoming legislation criminalising the possession, production, and distribution of extreme pornography; and to provide an update on the proposed
scope of the legislation.

PQ70453/26 NAOISE O MUIRI

74. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration when he expects to publish the draft National Migration and Integration Strategy;
and if it will include consideration of an all-island approach to the management of migration.

PQ70562/26 MATT CARTHY

75.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration when there will be a roll out of a new youth justice strategy; and the priorities his
Department will focus on.

PQ70646/26 = MARK WARD

76.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he will consider options (details supplied) regarding SMEs with under 100
employees, and the crime they face.

PQ69252/26 MICHEAL CARRIGY

77.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he is aware of multiple incidents of petrol bombing in Cork city in recent
months; and the actions he intends to take to tackle this.

PQ70551/26  THOMAS GOULD

78.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration for an update on Ireland's operation and implementation of the EU Migration and
Asylum Pact.

PQ70663/26  SEAN KYNE

79.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the progress that has been made in securing capital funding for the construction
of a new courthouse in Portlaoise; and when funding will be allocated and construction is expected to commence.

PQ69776/26  WILLIAM AIRD

CEISTEANNA LE HAGHAIDH FREADRAI SCRIOFA
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER
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Chun an Gnéthai Eachtracha agus Tradala: To the Foreign Affairs and Trade

80. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of occasions in 2025 and to-date in 2026 where the Irish Ambassador based in
Zagreb has met formally with the Mayor of Dubrovnik, in tabular form.

PQ70821/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

81.  To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade to clarify the procedures in place within the Passport service for an adult seeking to renew a
passport where the application process requires the applicant to provide their mother’'s maiden name, but where that information is unavailable,
unknown or not applicable due to the applicant’s adoption or legal family circumstances; to clarify the procedure that applies where the applicant’s

family circumstances do not correspond with the parental information required by the application process; and whether an alternative identity
process is available.

PQ70722/26  MARIE SHERLOCK
82.  To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of official residences for heads of mission owned and rented by the State

abroad; the annual rent, maintenance and staffing costs of each in 2025, including household staff such as cooks, drivers and domestic staff; the
date of the most recent value for money review of these arrangements, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70928/26 = KEN O'FLYNN
83.  To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the total amount paid in allowances to officials serving abroad in each of the years 2023,

2024 and 2025 and to date in 2026, broken down by allowance type and by mission; the number of officials in receipt of each allowance type, in
tabular form; and if the Minister will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70927/26 ~ KEN O'FLYNN
84.  To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the civil service grade of each serving head of mission abroad; the salary scale currently
applying to that grade; and the total remuneration paid to each head of mission in 2025 including all allowances such as local post allowance, cost

of living allowance, rent allowance, education allowance and representation allowance, in tabular form by mission; and if she will make a statement
on the matter.

PQ70926/26 @ KEN O'FLYNN
85.  To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the documentation the Passport Service will accept as evidence of use of a new name from
an applicant (details supplied); whether a statutory declaration may be accepted where an applicant does not hold a second document more than

two years old; the alternative documentation that will be accepted from young applicants who do not have utility bills, financial statements or similar
documents in their own name; and whether there is a mechanism by which the Passport Service can consider individual circumstances.

PQ70892/26 = CIARAN AHERN
86.  To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if she will provide an update on a foreign birth registration in respect of a person (details

supplied); if she will confirm that her Department has received all of the required documents for the application; if there is any documentation that
remains outstanding in respect of the application; the indicative timeline for processing ;and if she will endeavour to expedite same.

PQ70891/26 = CIARAN AHERN
87.  To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the total cost to the State of each Irish embassy, consulate and permanent mission abroad

in each of the years 2023, 2024 and 2025 and to date in 2026, broken down by salary costs, allowances, rent and property costs, official residence
costs, and other running costs, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70924/26 = KEN O'FLYNN

Chun an Cosanta: To the Defence

88.  To ask the Minister for Defence the advertisement budget allocation for the Permanent Defence Forces in 2025 and 2026, in tabular form.
PQ70823/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

89.  To ask the Minister for Defence the steps that have been taken since the publication of the National Maritime Security Strategy to explore the
opportunity for Ireland to host or partner in a regional cable monitoring hub for the EU in the north Atlantic; whether engagement has commenced
with the European Commission or with prospective partner states; whether the Government is preparing, or intends to prepare, a proposal under

the Digital Europe Programme call for Regional Cable Hubs (CYBER-11-REGCABH); and which unit or official within her Department holds
responsibility for this work.

PQ70876/26 = DUNCAN SMITH

90. To ask the Minister for Defence further to Parliamentary Question No. 68586/26, if she will provide the totality of the budget allocated to the
campaign.

PQ70992/26 = AIDAN FARRELLY

91.  To ask the Minister for Defence her views on the Defence Forces pension and the cut to it for recipients when they move onto the State
Pension (Contributory) where their service in the Defence Forces is no longer recognised in full (details supplied).

PQ70845/26 CLAIRE KERRANE

Chun an lompair: To the Transport
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92.  To ask the Minister for Transport to provide details of the rules regarding naming train stations after people.
PQ70779/26  THOMAS GOULD

93.  To ask the Minister for Transport for an update on the consideration being given for bus routes (details supplied).
PQ70716/26 EOGHAN KENNY
94.  To ask the Minister for Transport whether he will grant the NTA the €30million budget they need to be able to roll out local bus services in

towns without a service, given that in Carlow town the local bus service does not serve two prominent schools; and to add the additional routes to
the town where there already is a service.

PQ70820/26 RICHARD BOYD BARRETT

95. To ask the Minister for Transport if all platforms in each DART station will have the necessary infrastructure works carried out to ensure that
all new DART carriages will fully cover the gap between train carriages and the platform prior to the new DART carriages coming on stream.
PQ70816/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

96. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of new and enhanced bus services introduced through the Connecting Ireland Rural Mobility
Plan each year from 2022 to 2025 and to date in 2026.

PQ70827/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

97.  To ask the Minister for Transport if he acknowledges that in order to reach the 58 per cent of electric vehicles of rental fleets target by 2030,
that the amount of fast charging power that must be made available to car rental companies at Dublin Airport is 18.75 megawatts.

PQ70726/26 BARRY WARD

98. To ask the Minister for Transport If he will make a statement on the Dublin Airport's plan to have two megawatts of power available for car
rental recharging by 2030, and if he recognizes that only represents a total, or an estimated 22 per cent of electric vehicles in rental fleets.
PQ70724/26 BARRY WARD

99. To ask the Minister for Transport if he feels that the stated target of 58 per cent of vehicles for rent in Ireland will be electric vehicles by 2030
is achievable.

PQ70727/26 BARRY WARD

100. To ask the Minister for Transport the engagement has he had with the car rental council in relation to the provision of adequate recharging
facilities to ensure that there is a greater proportion of electric vehicles in the car rental fleet in Ireland.

PQ70731/26 BARRY WARD

101.  To ask the Minister for Transport the interaction has he had with Dublin airport authority in relation to its plan for the provision of electric
vehicle charging capacity for current vehicles.

PQ70732/26 BARRY WARD

102. To ask the Minister for Transport if he acknowledges that the proportion of car rentals that start in Dublin airport is over 80 per cent and that

accordingly, in order to increase the number of electric vehicles available for rent at Dublin airport, there must be a corresponding investment in the
car charging infrastructure at Dublin airport.

PQ70733/26  BARRY WARD
103.  To ask the Minister for Transport if the European Union’s clean corporate vehicle proposal to set binding national targets for the number of

electric vehicles in corporate fleets from 2030 is achievable; and if he believes that Ireland will be in the position to achieve the target set out in the
European Union’s clean corporate vehicle proposal.

PQ70729/26 = BARRY WARD
104.  To ask the Minister for Transport if he has considered, in light of the legislation, to increase the passenger cap at Dublin airport; the steps

he has taken to ensure that the airport infrastructure will keep pace in terms of the provision of car charging for rental vehicles; the provision of
space for rental vehicles; and the provision of parking for persons traveling from a distance to take flights from Dublin airport.

PQ70734/26  BARRY WARD
105. To ask the Minister for Transport if consideration is being given to extending the fare arrangements available under the young adult card

scheme to holders of child Leap cards, particularly on participating commercial bus services; and if his attention has been drawn to increasing
demand from parents for such an extension.

PQ70835/26  ALBERT DOLAN

106. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will consider introducing a financial support scheme to alleviate the current fuel cost burden on taxi
drivers.

PQ70931/26 CATHAL CROWE

107.  To ask the Minister for Transport if Clara train station has been included in the larnréd Eireann National Carpark Strategy report which is
currently being reviewed with the NTA; and when it is hoped this report will be published.

PQ70859/26 SORCA CLARKE

108. To ask the Minister for Transport if Tullamore train station has been included in the larnréd Eireann National Carpark Strategy report which
is currently being reviewed with the NTA; and when it is hoped this report will be published.

PQ70860/26 @ SORCA CLARKE
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109.  To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update on the status of the 5 per cent pension increase first agreed in mid-2025 for
retired public transport workers under the CIE 1951 Pension Scheme; and the reasons retired Bus Eireann employees have yet to receive this
adjustment which was scheduled to commence in August 2026.

PQ70935/26 = CATHAL CROWE

110.  To ask the Minister for Transport to confirm receipt of outstanding information received for the RTSS scheme (details supplied).
PQ70982/26 @ MICHAEL HEALY-RAE

111.  To ask the Minister for Transport to confirm the future plans for the 120A bus which serves Edenderry to UCD; whether plans are in place
for an alteration of the route in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70995/26  READA CRONIN

112.  To ask the Minister for Transport his plans to increase public transport infrastructure over the next five years in north Kildare, given the
increasing population; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70996/26 = READA CRONIN

113.  To ask the Minister for Transport the number of vehicles awaiting an NCT appointment at each National Car Testing Service centre in
County Waterford at the end of each month from January 2024 to the latest available month; and the average and longest wait, in tabular form.
PQ70889/26 = DAVID CULLINANE

114.  To ask the Minister for Transport the number of applications awaiting a driving test at each driving-test centre in County Waterford at the
end of each month from January 2024 to the latest available month; and the average wait at each centre, in tabular form.

PQ70888/26 @ DAVID CULLINANE

115.  To ask the Minister for Transport to clarify the minimum weekly lecture or class hours required for a student Leap card, given differing
information published by TFI.

PQ70855/26 BARRY HENEGHAN

116.  To ask the Minister for Transport whether the student Leap card criteria will be reviewed for persons aged 26 and over, particularly those
returning to education while working and those undertaking recognised blended or online courses.

PQ70854/26 BARRY HENEGHAN

117.  To ask the Minister for Transport whether students of organisations (details supplied) are being refused student Leap cards even where
they meet the eligibility criteria published by TFI.

PQ70853/26 BARRY HENEGHAN

118.  To ask the Minister for Transport the reason students of organisations (details supplied) are no longer eligible for the student Leap card;
when this change was made; and whether the bodies concerned were consulted

PQ70852/26 BARRY HENEGHAN

119.  To ask the Minister for Transport whether students resident in the State who attend recognised third-level institutions in Northern Ireland are

eligible for a student or young adult TFI Leap card; if not, the rationale for excluding such students, given that students resident in Northern Ireland
attending third-level institutions in the State may avail of the scheme; and whether he considers this approach equitable.

PQ70846/26 = CATHERINE CALLAGHAN

120.  To ask the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary Question No. 67137/26 of 22 September 2026 to confirm whether a further public
consultation will take place.

PQ70858/26 @ EMER CURRIE

Chun an Airgeadais: To the Finance

121.  To ask the Tanaiste and Minister for Finance whether he intends to review the current Capital Acquisitions Tax rules which provide for
differing tax-free thresholds depending on the relationship between a beneficiary and the disponer; the policy rationale for retaining these
distinctions; the estimated Exchequer cost of equalising the applicable thresholds; and whether options for reform are being examined as part of the
preparations for Budget 2027.

PQ70784/26 = ALBERT DOLAN

122.  To ask the Tanaiste and Minister for Finance if consideration is being given to the introduction of an organisations (details supplied)
proposed on-trade sustainability scheme in Budget 2027; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70811/26  MICHAEL CAHILL

123.  To ask the Tanaiste and Minister for Finance if he has examined the impact of historic COVID-19-related mortgage arrears on a person’s

ability to secure a mortgage, where those arrears have since been cleared and the person has demonstrated financial stability; and if he will make a
statement on the matter.

PQ71003/26 =~ JENNIFER WHITMORE

124.  To ask the Tanaiste and Minister for Finance If it is proposed to expedite the signing of a Double Taxation Agreement between the
Government of Ireland and the Government of Barbados.

PQ70890/26 = SEAN O FEARGHAIL
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125.  To ask the Tanaiste and Minister for Finance the estimated annual cost to the Exchequer of reducing the VAT rate on agricultural diesel
from 13.5% to 9%; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70775/26 = PAUL LAWLESS

Chun an Caiteachais Phoibli, Bonneagair, Athchéiriuchain Seirbhise Poibli agus Digitiichain: To the
Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service Reform and Digitalisation

126.  To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service Reform and Digitalisation the number of ongoing appeals from
members of the An Post superannuation scheme; the average time it takes to process an appeal; the number of appeals ongoing for more than six
months and more than one year; and the reason for the delay in issuing determinations.

PQ71016/26 = PADRAIG RICE

Chun an Fiontar, Turasodireachta agus Fostaiochta: To the Enterprise, Tourism and Employment

127.  To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Tourism and Employment if he will consider a review of legislation to ensure there is a statutory right to a
minimum bereavement leave.

PQ70748/26 RUTH COPPINGER

128.  To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Tourism and Employment his views on the union-led campaign (details supplied) in relation to pay and
working conditions for retail employees; and if he has engaged with the union in relation to these requests.

PQ70934/26 BARRY WARD

129.  To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Tourism and Employment If he will address the concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied)
regarding the cumulative impact of minimum wage increases, employer PRSI increases, pension auto-enrolment and statutory sick pay obligations

on the viability of small independent retailers; and if he will consider measures to support the retail sector in Budget 2027, including targeted
employer PRSI reliefs and a review of planned labour cost increases.

PQ70874/26 = SEAN O FEARGHAIL

130.  To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Tourism and Employment to address the minimum working hours for retail workers (details supplied);
and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ71039/26  MICHAEL CAHILL

Chun an Oideachais agus Oige: To the Education and Youth

131.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth to provide an update on the building project for a school (details supplied).

PQ70772/26 = SEAMUS MCGRATH

132.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth if she will provide an update on a UBU Youth Project (details supplied).
PQ70763/26 = SHONAGH Ni RAGHALLAIGH

133.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth the main grounds for refusal of the home tuition scheme applications.
PQ70788/26 = SHONAGH Ni RAGHALLAIGH

134.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth the number of home tuition applicants, by category of application.

PQ70787/26 = SHONAGH Ni RAGHALLAIGH

135.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth if she is aware of cohorts of children who may effectively be on a reduced timetable but are not
captured by the official data.

PQ70786/26 =~ SHONAGH Ni RAGHALLAIGH

136.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth if her Department will conduct an audit of community special schools in light of the recent
reports of substandard facilities and service.

PQ70751/26 = SHONAGH Ni RAGHALLAIGH

137.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth further to Parliamentary Question No. 66820/26, when the review of the more qualitative
aspects of UBU is planned to commence in 2026 given the limited time left in the year; and the person or body that will undertake this review.
PQ70805/26 =~ DARREN O'ROURKE

138.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth further to Parliamentary Question No. 66820/26, if the comprehensive scoping exercise of the
UBU scheme’s operating processes has been completed; and if the review will be published.

PQ70804/26 DARREN O'ROURKE

139.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth further to Parliamentary Question No. 66822/26, if she will provide a timeline for the
establishment of the Workforce Advisory Group; and the timeline that exists for the Strategy to be developed.

PQ70802/26 = DARREN O'ROURKE
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140.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth for an update on the progress of a schools additional special classroom accommodation
(details supplied).

PQ70815/26 = SEAN KYNE

141.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth her plans to address the teacher shortage in a school (details supplied).
PQ70735/26 = JEN CUMMINS

142.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth for an update in relation to progress on a new school building (details supplied).

PQ70743/26  SHONAGH Ni RAGHALLAIGH

143.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth the ways that the ETS and CDNT services are designed to work alongside one another in a
complimentary fashion.

PQ70741/26  SHONAGH Ni RAGHALLAIGH

144.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth the corrective action that has followed the Inspectorate’s June 2026 review of special class

admission policies; the way in which compliance with Circular 0039/2025 and subsequent admissions guidance is monitored; and the action that is
taken where a school retains criteria that unfairly restrict access for eligible children.

PQ70841/26 =~ DAVID CULLINANE
145.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth whether post-primary special class admission policies may prioritise feeder-school applicants,

pupils previously enrolled in primary special classes, siblings or children of staff over eligible pupils already attending the school; the safeguards for
existing pupils seeking a special class placement; and whether she has reviewed these arrangements.

PQ70840/26  DAVID CULLINANE

146.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth the projected demand for special educational class places in County Wicklow for the 2027/28
school year, the additional places currently in development; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70834/26 = JENNIFER WHITMORE

147.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth if the Minister of State with special responsibility for Special Education and Inclusion is aware
of the application from a school (details supplied) for an exceptional SNA review due to the severe level of need in the school.

PQ70812/26  SEAN KYNE

148.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth the way in which her Department intends to ensure that the NDP allocation for Youth Affairs to
2030 is rolled out in a way that ensures that youth spaces and places are provided, upgraded or expanded; and if she is confident that the funding

scheme will be delivered in a way that is accessible to youth organisations in terms of the application process and deadlines to apply and spend the
funds.

PQ70801/26 = DARREN O'ROURKE
149.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth if she can provide an update on the allocation of the €4 million capital allocation for Youth

Affairs for her Department for 2026; if she can provide a timeline for the process including when the calls were issued and deadlines for applying;
the number of applications made; and if the full allocation will be used.

PQ70800/26  DARREN O'ROURKE
150.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth the pathway in place for children with rare genetic syndromes and intellectual disabilities to

access appropriate specialist educational placements based on their assessed needs, including where they do not have an autism diagnosis; and
whether she will review provision, eligibility criteria and training for schools, NEPS and the NCSE.

PQ70842/26  DAVID CULLINANE
151.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth the intervention that is required where a student remains on a reduced timetable while awaiting

a recommended special class placement; the way compliance with reduced school day guidelines is monitored; and the ways her Department
ensures that a shortage of suitable placements does not result in prolonged loss of teaching time.

PQ70844/26 = DAVID CULLINANE

152.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth when a school transport ticket (details supplied) will issue for an eligible student; and if she will
make a statement on the matter.

PQ70863/26 =~ AINDRIAS MOYNIHAN

153.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth if consideration could be given to the special circumstances surrounding a school transport
issue (details supplied).

PQ70865/26  DUNCAN SMITH

154.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth if consideration has been given to the development of a HIQA type section of the inspectorate
in her Department.

PQ70943/26 = CIAN O'CALLAGHAN

155.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth whether her Department has undertaken any analysis of the suitability of mathematics

provision within the Leaving Certificate Applied programme for students who subsequently pursue apprenticeships; and whether engagement has
taken place with apprenticeship providers regarding mathematical competency requirements.

PQ70898/26 = SHONAGH Ni RAGHALLAIGH

156.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth whether, in light of the Department's promotion of physical activity through the Active School
Flag and ‘Run Around the EU’ Challenge, she will commit to instructing schools to discontinue formal school uniforms and adopt comfortable,
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practical and cost-effective alternatives, including tracksuits or suitable leisurewear, which facilitate physical activity and reduce costs for families;
and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70893/26  KEN O'FLYNN

157.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth the supports available to young people aged 16 and over seeking a post primary school place,
given that the educational welfare service does not support those aged 16 and over; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70961/26  JENNIFER WHITMORE

158.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth to outline the work she is doing to provide full time behavioural therapists for a school (details

supplied); and if work is being undertaken to provide multi-disciplinary teams, comprised of an occupational therapist, speech and language
therapist, and psychologist for these schools.

PQ70940/26 = CIAN O'CALLAGHAN

159. To ask the Minister for Education and Youth to outline the work being undertaken to standardise all policies and procedures across all
special schools.

PQ70944/26 CIAN O'CALLAGHAN

160.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth further to Parliamentary Question No. 68932/26, to confirm if this recruitment campaign will
seek to recruit teachers trained internationally in special education.

PQ70954/26 CIAN O'CALLAGHAN

161. To ask the Minister for Education and Youth if she will ensure that a full complement of staff will be in place when a special school opens;
and the steps her Department have taken to make it easier for special schools to employ teachers and SNAs.

PQ70979/26 CIAN O'CALLAGHAN

162.  To ask the Minister for Education and Youth the expected timeline to sign off and roll out the new Code of Behaviour guidelines for special
schools.

PQ70977/26 CIAN O'CALLAGHAN

Chun an Cultuir, Cumarsaide agus Spoirt: To the Culture, Communications and Sport

163.  To ask the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport for an update on payments for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter.

PQ70753/26  DANNY HEALY-RAE

164.  To ask the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport for an update on payments (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on
the matter.

PQ70752/26  DANNY HEALY-RAE

165.  To ask the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport whether his Department has met the end of September 2026 deadline to inform
applicants for the basic income for the arts scheme regarding the outcome of their application.

PQ70790/26 = SINEAD GIBNEY

166.  To ask the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport when applicants to the basic income for the arts scheme will be notified of the
outcome; when payments to successful applicants will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70817/26 ~ JENNIFER WHITMORE

167.  To ask the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport the position regarding the basic income for the arts scheme; when successful
applicants can expect to be notified of the outcome of the selection process; and a timeline for when payments are expected to be paid.

PQ70730/26  JOE COONEY

168.  To ask the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport his view on a recent media report which suggested that the recommendations of
a consultancy report commissioned by the Department to inform the implementation of the Gigabit Infrastructure Act could add almost €400 million
to the cost of building new homes over the next five years; if he supports these recommendations; if he recognises the need to ensure that any

future measures do not impact on the affordability of house building in Ireland; and if he is committed to implementing measures which comply with
the objectives of the Gigabit Infrastructure Act.

PQ70797/26 =~ JOANNA BYRNE

169.  To ask the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport the number of local authorities that have not continued the Night Time Economy
Advisor pilot.

PQ70902/26  THOMAS GOULD

170.  To ask the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport when applicants can expect to be notified of the outcome of the selection

process on the new basic income for arts scheme; when the first payments are expected to reach successful candidates; and if he will make a
statement on the matter.

PQ70994/26  READA CRONIN

171.  To ask the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport if he will consider steps to lessen the burden on independent radio due to recent
increases in regulatory charges for radio compared to other media and will he make provision for this in Budget 2027.

PQ71007/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN
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172.  To ask the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport if, in Budget 2027, he will provide accessible and simple funding for public
service content on independent radio, which would not involve disproportionate bureaucracy or a requirement to produce content that does not fit
current radio schedules.

PQ71009/26  RODERIC O'GORMAN

173.  To ask the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport his views on a recent media report which suggested a Department of Culture,
Communications and Sport proposal on telecoms broadband infrastructure for new homes could add almost €400 million to the cost of building
these new homes over the next five years; if he has concerns about the risk of these additional costs impacting the affordability of new homes; if he

has engaged with the Minister for Culture, Communications and Sport on this proposal; and the measures he has undertaken to ensure that these
costs do not materialise.

PQ70783/26  JOANNA BYRNE

Chun an Tithiochta, Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta: To the Housing, Local Government and Heritage

174.  To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to review correspondence from a person (details supplied)
PQ70771/26  JAMES GEOGHEGAN
175.  To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage for an update on the implementation of the Memorandum of

Understanding between the NPWS and a national organisation (details supplied); to outline the meeting structures are in place to monitor progress;
and when the next meeting is due to take place.

PQ70714/26  DAVID MAXWELL

176.  To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when updated guidance will be provided to local authorities on the
provision of allotments and community gardens.

PQ70810/26 =~ CIARAN AHERN

177.  To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage whether a households (details supplied) income after incapacitated tax
credit is applied, is considered assessable income for social housing under the Housing Means Policy 2026.

PQ70740/26 CONOR D. MCGUINNESS

178.  To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of referrals for housing first since its inception received by

each local authority in the country, in tabular form; the number that were translated into housing allocations following referral; the number of local
authorities that have ceased accepting housing first referrals; and the reasons for cessation.

PQ70864/26 @ RICHARD BOYD BARRETT

179.  To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage whether he is aware that local authorities are no longer continuing roles
funded on pilot basis due to funding uncertainty.

PQ70903/26  THOMAS GOULD

180.  To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage whether a successor compensation scheme will be set up for successful
applicants to the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme and whose payments have now ceased (details supplied); to provide an update on

the measures his Department is considering to succeed the cessation of turf cutting compensation scheme; if a replacement support is being
considered; if so, the details of such support or supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70857/26 =~ LOUIS O'HARA

Chun an Coimirce Séisialai: To the Social Protection

181.  To ask the Minister for Social Protection the measures planned in Budget 2027 to extend help with home heating costs to low paid working
households who do not qualify for the fuel allowance; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70769/26 = KEN O'FLYNN

182. To ask the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will be made on an application for occupational injury benefit which was applied in
April 2026.

PQ70750/26 MICHAEL HEALY-RAE

183.  To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost in 2027 if the income disregard for carer's allowance increased to €1,300 for a
single person and €2,600 for a couple.

PQ70819/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

184.  To ask the Minister for Social Protection to provide an update on the disability allowance appeal of a person (details supplied).
PQ70832/26  PAUL MCAULIFFE

185.  To ask the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 66442/26, regarding a school (details supplied), the further
practical assistance can be provided where the school has been unable to secure a suitable School Meals provider despite contacting local and

national providers; and whether an alternative arrangement can be facilitated where the local meals on wheels provider has already confirmed it
cannot provide the service.

PQ70877/26 = PA DALY
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186.  To ask the Minister for Social Protection in order to better support people in receipt of jobseeker's payments trying hard to gain
employment, if he would consider seeking the ringfencing of a portion of public sector jobs for those who are unemployed to assist them in returning
to work; and if he will consider this proposal and engage with his colleague on same.

PQ70843/26 =~ CLAIRE KERRANE

Chun an Dli agus Cirt, Gnéthai Baile agus Imirce: To the Justice, Home Affairs and Migration

187.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the current processing times for visa applications by spouses and dependent
children seeking to join family members legally resident in Ireland; and the measures being taken to reduce waiting times and improve
communication with applicants.

PQ70698/26  JOHN PAUL O'SHEA

188.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he will consider, under upcoming legislation regarding citizenship, to allow
those in familial care roles receiving carer’s benefit/allowance to be deemed economically self sufficient.

PQ70791/26  AISLING DEMPSEY

189.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he will review the six-month employment requirement under the temporary
protection transition scheme for applicants who experienced involuntary redundancy but quickly secured alternative employment; and if exceptions

or a case-by-case assessment process will be considered for such individuals who otherwise meet the residency, accommodation and income
criteria.

PQ70717/26 PADRAIG O'SULLIVAN

190. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of applications for naturalisation received by his Department in each
month of 2026.

PQ70826/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

191. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of fixed charge notices issued through the speed camera on the
N25 at Glenmore each month between May 2025 and September 2026.

PQ70825/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

192.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of fixed charge notices issued through the speed camera on the
N80 at Graiguenaspiddoge each month between May 2025 and September 2026.

PQ70824/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

193.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration to provide an update on the total amount expended on security arrangements

for the recent visit of the President of the United States; including costs of overtime payments and accommodation; and if he will make a statement
on the matter.

PQ70721/26  JOHN BRADY
194.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if students in college (details supplied) that renew their immigration permission

on Stamp 2A, following the college's removal from the interim list of eligible programmes, will be permitted to return to Stamp 2 in the event that the
college's listing is restored on appeal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70744/26  KEN O'FLYNN
195.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he will clarify how the income requirement under the temporary protection
transition scheme will be assessed for recent graduates who have moved into full-time employment on a salary above €29,432 after a period of full-

time study; whether the "average gross earnings" test is calculated over the six months before 30 September 2026 or annualised; and if he will
make a statement on the matter.

PQ70736/26 = IVANA BACIK
196.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if progress has been made in relation to long stay (D) join family visa

applications (details supplied), in view that it is now over 19 months since the applications were submitted and the average processing timeline for
application types such as this in the New Delhi visa office is 6-12 months.

PQ70739/26 = COLM BURKE
197.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of non-EEA students enrolled at a college (details supplied) at the

time of its removal from the Interim List of Eligible Programmes; the number of those students with renewal applications pending; and if he will make
a statement on the matter.

PQ70742/26  KEN O'FLYNN
198.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration whether transitional arrangements will be considered for EU citizens and Stamp

4 EUFAM holders in respect of the proposed changes to residence requirements and other eligibility criteria for Irish citizenship; and if he will make
a statement on the matter.

PQ70837/26 =~ JENNIFER WHITMORE

199.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration further to Parliamentary Question No. 2470 on 7 September 2026, if he has
received the necessary information from Garda Authorities to answer this PQ.

PQ70813/26  RODERIC O'GORMAN
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200. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if the learner protection arrangements required of colleges (details supplied) as
a condition of its listing on the Interim List of Eligible Programmes have been activated for affected students; the engagement his Department has
had with QQI on refunds or placement for those students; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70746/26  KEN O'FLYNN
201.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration if he will provide a transition period for students affected by the removal of a
college (details supplied) from the Interim List of Eligible Programmes, to allow them time to secure enrolment with a listed provider before their

renewal applications are decided, in view of the loss of work permission and the impact on students who rent in Cork city; and if he will make a
statement on the matter.

PQ70745/26  KEN O'FLYNN

202.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration whether he is aware that Cork City Council are struggling to afford the Coroner's
Service, the funding he has provided for the service in the last 12 months; and whether he will consider directly funding the service.

PQ70901/26  THOMAS GOULD

203.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of persons committed to prison in 2025, broken down by nationality

group; the number of those committals in each nationality group that related solely to immigration matters rather than criminal offences; and if the
Minister will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70966/26 = KEN O'FLYNN
204. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration whether the Irish Prison Service records the country of birth of persons

committed to prison; if so, the number of persons committed in 2025 broken down by country of birth; if not, the reason this information is not
recorded and whether there are plans to begin recording it; and if the Minister will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70967/26 = KEN O'FLYNN
205.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of persons committed to prison in 2025, broken down by Irish and

non-Irish nationality, by remand and sentenced status, and by offence category, in tabular form; and if the Minister will make a statement on the
matter.

PQ70968/26  KEN O'FLYNN
206.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of committals to prison and the number of persons committed to
prison in each of the years 2023, 2024 and 2025, in tabular form, noting that the Irish Prison Service annual reports for 2024 and 2025 present

different headline measures; the average daily number in custody in each of those years; the reason for any change between years in the number
of committals or persons committed, in circumstances where the number in custody has risen; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70969/26 = KEN O'FLYNN
207.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the total amount paid for interpretation and translation services by his
Department and each body under its aegis in 2024, 2025 and 2026 to date, broken down by body, including the Courts Service, An Garda

Siochana, the Irish Prison Service and the International Protection Office, and by purpose, including criminal proceedings and international
protection processing, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70970/26 = KEN O'FLYNN
208.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of companies contracted to provide interpretation and translation

services to his Department and the bodies under its aegis; the value of each contract; whether each contract was awarded through competitive
tender; the measures in place to ensure value for money; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70971/26  KEN O'FLYNN
209. To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the number of non-Irish nationals released from prison in 2025, who were the

subject of a deportation order at the time of release; the number of those persons who were removed from the State; the number who were not
removed and the reasons; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70972/26 ~ KEN O'FLYNN

210.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the procedures that are currently in place for informing victims and their families
when a person convicted of a serious offence is subject to deportation.

PQ70983/26 @ MATT CARTHY

211.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the information to which victims and their families are entitled to receive

regarding the deportation process of a person convicted of a serious offence, including confirmation that the person has actually left the State and
the restrictions placed on their return.

PQ70984/26 = MATT CARTHY

212.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration whether he intends to introduce or revise procedures relating to the provision of
information to victims and their families regarding the deportation of perpetrators convicted of serious offences.

PQ70985/26  MATT CARTHY

213.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the procedures in place to ensure that the safety, welfare and best interests of
children affected by the deportation of a person convicted of a serious criminal offence are considered throughout the deportation process (details

supplied); and whether guardians or other relevant family members are notified of deportation arrangements where safety or welfare concerns
arise.

PQ70988/26  MATT CARTHY
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214.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration If he will review a case of two students from Gaza (details supplied); the reason
their visa was refused; and if, following review, his Department will reverse the decision and allow them to come here to study, as they have a host
ready to provide accommodation.

PQ71036/26 = RICHARD BOYD BARRETT
215.  To ask the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration the average annual cost of providing a prison space in 2025; the total number of
prisoner days served during 2025 by non Irish nationals in custody, regardless of the year of committal, broken down by remand and sentenced

status; where prisoner day data is not available, the average daily number of non Irish nationals in custody in 2025 by remand and sentenced
status; the estimated total cost to the State of holding non Irish nationals in custody in 2025; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70923/26 = KEN O'FLYNN

Chun an Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Agriculture, Food and the Marine

216.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of applicants approved under the fuel income support scheme; the
total amount paid to date under the scheme; the amount of the original allocation that remains unspent; and if he will make a statement on the
matter.

PQ70774/26  PAUL LAWLESS
217.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he has made a submission to the Minister for Finance or the Government

seeking the retention of the Agricultural Diesel Rebate at its current rate of 12 cent per litre beyond 1 October 2026; and if he will make a statement
on the matter.

PQ70773/26  PAUL LAWLESS
218.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if adequate funding will be put in place in order that farmers can invest in rooftop

solar, since the ranking and selection outcomes impacted solar applications under the targeted agricultural modernisation scheme (TAMS) in late
2025, the approval rate announced for eligible solar applications has fallen to just 10%.

PQ70789/26 =~ FIONNTAN O SUILLEABHAIN
219.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he is satisfied that the conditions necessary to empower Ireland to ban the
importation of bees other than the native Irish honey bee have been met, for example that the threat to the native Irish honey bee has been

established by report dated December 2024, submitted to his department, and that the importation of non-native bees directly threatens the health
of the native Irish honey bee.

PQ70713/26 BARRY WARD

220. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if it is lawful for Ireland to ban the importation of bees other than the native Irish
honey bee; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70709/26 BARRY WARD

221.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine whether or not the native Irish honey bee is under threat; and if he will make a
statement on the matter:

PQ70707/26 BARRY WARD

222. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the measures he is taking to protect the viability of dairy, beef and sheep farms in
Cork in light of high production costs; and the additional supports he plans to introduce for family farms as part of Budget 2027.

PQ70703/26  JOHN PAUL O'SHEA

223.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the additional funding he will provide under the farm safety scheme for farmers in
Cork to upgrade livestock handling facilities and farmyards; and the way in which he will ensure smaller family farms can access these supports.
PQ70702/26 = JOHN PAUL O'SHEA

224, To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to outline a list of capital works projects under the remit of his Department that
received EU Funding in 2025 and to-date in 2026; and the amount of EU funding received per project in both years, in tabular form.

PQ70822/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

225.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason a compliance notice issued requiring a consignment to be re-

dispatched to a third country after a container was inspected at Dublin Port, released and delivered to its owner home in County Donegal, when a
phytosanitary certificate e16 was submitted to Revenue as part of a Transfer of Residence application.

PQ70830/26 = PEARSE DOHERTY
226.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to outline his engagements with the distillery industry in the establishment of a

clear farm to bottle providence model for Irish Whiskey, ensuring a clear link between Irish land, Irish farmers and Irish grain; and if he will make a
statement on the matter.

PQ70925/26 =~ AINDRIAS MOYNIHAN

Chun an Leanai, Michumais agus Comhionannais: To the Children, Disability and Equality

227.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality if she will comment on the ongoing lack of services being provided through the
South Kildare West Wicklow CDNT, particularly the continued absence of speech and language therapy and occupational therapy supports for
children with identified needs.
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PQ70778/26 = SHONAGH Ni RAGHALLAIGH

228.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality if as part of the ongoing evaluation of the national childcare scheme, consideration
will be given to amending the under-attendance rules to allow working parents greater flexibility to collect children early, bring them in later, or
facilitate extracurricular activities and family time, without risking a reduction in their NCS subsidy where their underlying childcare requirement has
not changed.

PQ70776/26 =~ PA DALY

229.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality in relation to the new State-led announcement and specifically in an area (details
supplied) what is being purchased for these projects; the persons or bodies these buildings are being bought from; and if there is private provider
involvement.

PQ70785/26 =~ CLAIRE KERRANE

230.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality whether she is aware that families who require flexible, occasional or shift-work
childcare arrangements can be unable to avail of national childcare scheme subsidies where afterschool childcare places are booked on an
intermittent rather than regular basis; whether her Department has examined the impact of this on working families; and whether any changes are
planned to the national childcare scheme to ensure that families with non-standard working patterns can access childcare subsidies on an equitable
basis.

PQ70839/26 = CATHERINE CALLAGHAN

231.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality the steps she is taking to eliminate funding discrepancies and regional inequalities
for personal assistant service users; if she will address a specific case in county Cavan (details supplied) where a disabled individual is being
denied a service transfer to the Donegal center for independent living solely because the HSE refuses to match the standard, higher hourly funding
rate already paid to DCIL for other leaders in the same county; and the immediate actions she will take to ensure funding equity and service
continuity in this case.

PQ70720/26  MATT CARTHY

232.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality the number of adults currently living in residential disability placements located more
than 50 kilometers from their family home, more than 100 kilometers from their family home; and the figures by HSE health region and provider

type.

PQ70878/26 = LIAM QUAIDE

233.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality the number of applications made for the €25 million building blocks extension
scheme; the number of successful applications; the number rejected; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70870/26 = EMER CURRIE

234.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality the total amount of projects that have drawn down funding from the €25 million

building blocks extension scheme; the total amount of funding that has been drawn down, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the
matter.

PQ70871/26  EMER CURRIE
235.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality to outline the administrative and statutory basis for the current national childcare

scheme eight-week attendance threshold rule; if her Department will issue updated guidance to childcare providers to allow greater flexibility for
working families who retain and pay for full-time places but use them flexibly; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70905/26  SHAY BRENNAN

236.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality to review the operation of the national childcare scheme attendance and under-
attendance rules for school-age and after-school care; if she is aware that parents who contract and pay for full-time after-school places are
receiving warnings regarding the loss or reduction of their €2.14/hour subsidy when children participate in standard childhood activities such as

extracurricular sports, music, or early collections; and if she will consider amending the scheme so that subsidies reflect contracted and paid-for
hours while maintaining necessary safeguards against abandoned places.

PQ70904/26 = SHAY BRENNAN

237.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality if the home support policy with the eligibility and prioritisation criteria promised in the
Action Plan for Disability Services 2024-2026 has been published; and if age-based exclusions are consistent with the policy.

PQ70894/26 ~ EOIN O BROIN

238.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality to clarify the specific legal statute and statutory basis referenced by the HSE in

recent correspondence regarding the legal obligations of parents of children or adults with a disability, as distinct from the legal obligations
applicable to other parents; the way in which the State interprets these legal duties to differ in law; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70936/26 = SHAY BRENNAN
239.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality the measures being taken in the preparation of Budget 2027 to ensure that funding
allocated for disability services includes specific, ring-fenced financial support exclusively designated for adults with an intellectual disability (ID); the

way in which these allocations will be protected from absorption into general sector operational deficits; and if she will make a statement on the
matter.

PQ70937/26 =~ SHAY BRENNAN

240.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality the number of children referred to Wexford CDNT; the number of children that are
on the waitlist to access this service; and the number of children currently receiving therapies, in tabular form.
PQ70950/26  GEORGE LAWLOR

241.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality to provide the most up to date waiting times for the CDNT teams in the Dublin 15
and Dublin 7 areas.
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PQ70770/26  RUTH COPPINGER

242.  To ask the Minister for Children, Disability and Equality the position regarding the non-publication of a report (details supplied) into public
disability services commissioned by or on behalf of the HSE; the rationale for withholding its release from public and parliamentary scrutiny; the
nature of her Department's oversight role regarding this decision; when the report will be published in full; and if she will make a statement on the
matter.

PQ70938/26 = SHAY BRENNAN

Chun an Slainte: To the Health

243.  To ask the Minister for Health if she is aware of concerns that some people living with Friedreich’s ataxia may face significant delays in
accessing skyclarys (omaveloxolone) despite its reimbursement from 1 October 2026 due to capacity constraints at the combined ataxia clinic at
Tallaght University Hospital; the estimated timeframe within which all eligible patients will have commenced treatment; if additional resources will be
provided to support treatment initiation and monitoring; the current waiting time for a Friedreich’s ataxia clinic appointment; and the measures being
taken to address same.

PQ70694/26 = PEADAR TOIBIN
244.  To ask the Minister for Health the steps being taken to address the gap in pay, mileage and conditions between home support workers

directly employed by the HSE and those employed by approved private providers delivering HSE funded hours; whether any provision will be made
in Budget 2027 for this purpose; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70767/26  KEN O'FLYNN
245.  To ask the Minister for Health whether the HSE home support tender or service arrangements with approved private providers include any

minimum requirement for mileage reimbursement for workers using their own vehicles between clients; whether the HSE has examined the mileage
rates actually paid by approved providers; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70766/26 = KEN O'FLYNN
246.  To ask the Minister for Health the hourly rate paid by the HSE to approved private home support providers in the Cork North Central area

and nationally in 2025 and to date in 2026; the proportion of that rate the HSE expects to be passed on to front line home support workers in pay;
and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70765/26  KEN O'FLYNN

247.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of doctors recruited from outside the EU currently working in each hospital in the HSE South
West region, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70764/26 = KEN O'FLYNN

248.  To ask the Minister for Health whether the HSE South West has, since the findings of the internal audit of non-EU doctor recruitment were
reported, verified that all doctors recruited from outside the EU and currently working at Cork University Hospital, the Mercy University Hospital, the

South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital and Mallow General Hospital hold Garda vetting, overseas police clearance and evidence of English
language competence; if not, the reason; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70762/26  KEN O'FLYNN
249.  To ask the Minister for Health the specific national HSE body or committee responsible for determining the scope of the internal audit of

non-EU doctor recruitment; whether that body has considered extending the audit to further regions; the date on which any such decision is
expected; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70761/26  KEN O'FLYNN

250.  To ask the Minister for Health the hospitals and HSE regions included in the sample examined by the recent HSE internal audit of non-EU
doctor recruitment; whether any hospital in the HSE South West region was included; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70760/26 = KEN O'FLYNN

251.  To ask the Minister for Health if she will reconcile the HSE's stated reason for changes to the domino scheme at Cork University Maternity

Hospital, namely a shortage of midwifery staff, with any withdrawal or alteration of job offers made to newly qualified midwives at the hospital in
2026; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70757/26  KEN O'FLYNN
252.  To ask the Minister for Health whether the commitment to offer permanent contracts to all nursing and midwifery graduates remains in place

for 2026 graduates in HSE South West; the number of 2026 nursing and midwifery graduates in HSE South West who have been offered
permanent posts, posts on the staff bank, or no post, respectively; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70756/26 = KEN O'FLYNN
253.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of midwifery graduates from University College Cork who were offered posts at Cork University

Maternity Hospital in 2026; the number of those offers subsequently withdrawn, rescinded or altered; the number converted to staff bank or non
permanent arrangements; the reasons for any such changes; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70755/26  KEN O'FLYNN

254.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of people waiting on a gynaecological laparoscopy at Letterkenny University Hospital; and the
length of time they have been waiting, by categories, in tabular form.

PQ70754/26 = PEARSE DOHERTY
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255.  To ask the Minister for Health if she will ensure that all workers employed in the health service, including those who work for agencies, have
access to the same bereavement leave rights.

PQ70749/26 RUTH COPPINGER

256.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of individuals who had an extraction under the dental treatment services scheme in 2025.
PQ70718/26  MARIE SHERLOCK

257.  To ask the Minister for Health the reason 75 newly qualified nurses from University College Galway were informed that they would not be
getting jobs in Galway University Hospital after being offered posts two weeks ago.

PQ70715/26  JEN CUMMINS

258.  To ask the Minister for Health if the Government has considered the workforce implications of graduates from EU medical schools who wish

to work in Ireland not being able to participate in the Irish matching process because their final-year centile ranking was not available by the HSE
deadline.

PQ70712/26  RUAIRI O MURCHU

259.  To ask the Minister for Health if a supplementary or reserve matching process could be established for otherwise eligible graduates from
EU medical schools who wish to work in Ireland whose centile becomes available after the normal deadline.

PQ70711/26  RUAIRI O MURCHU

260. To ask the Minister for Health if a later centile submission date could be used for EU medical school graduates whose academic calendar
does not allow the final ranking to be available by the standard Irish deadline.

PQ70710/26 = RUAIRI O MURCHU

261.  To ask the Minister for Health if the Department has considered allowing final-year students from EU medical schools with later examination
calendars to apply provisionally and submit their final centile once their examinations are completed.

PQ70708/26 = RUAIRI O MURCHU

262.  To ask the Minister for Health to clarify if the requirement for the final centile ranking for Irish citizens graduates from medical schools in the
EU must be available by that deadline, a statutory/regulatory requirement or an administrative requirement of the HSE matching system.
PQ70706/26  RUAIRI O MURCHU

263.  To ask the Minister for Health the number Irish citizens graduates from medical schools in the EU have been unable to participate in the
Irish intern matching process because their final-year centile ranking was not available by the HSE deadline.

PQ70705/26 = RUAIRI O MURCHU

264.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of Irish citizens who graduate annually from medical schools in the EU and subsequently seek
Irish internship posts.

PQ70704/26  RUAIRI O MURCHU

265. To ask the Minister for Health following the relevant NCPE recommendation, the number and dates of substantive commercial
engagements between the HSE and the manufacturer in respect of Skyclarys; whether the HSE sought an improved commercial offer or made or
invited any counterproposal; whether and the HSE management became directly involved in the reimbursement or commercial process; the

chronology of the process through to the reimbursement decision; and the objective factors which informed the HSE's approach and final decision,
without requiring disclosure of commercially confidential net pricing, in tabular form.

PQ70809/26 = DAVID CULLINANE

266. To ask the Minister for Health following the relevant NCPE recommendation, the number and dates of substantive commercial
engagements between the HSE and the manufacturer of a medication (details supplied);if the HSE sought an improved commercial offer or made
or invited any counterproposal; if and when senior HSE management became directly involved in the reimbursement or commercial process; the
chronology of the process through to the reimbursement decision; and the objective factors which informed the HSE's approach and final decision,
without requiring disclosure of commercially confidential net pricing, in tabular form.

PQ70808/26 = DAVID CULLINANE

267.  To ask the Minister for Health following the relevant NCPE recommendation, the number and dates of substantive commercial
engagements between the HSE and the manufacturer of a medication (details supplied); whether the HSE sought an improved commercial offer or
made or invited any counterproposal; whether and when senior HSE management became directly involved in the reimbursement or commercial

process; the current status of the process; and the objective factors which have informed the HSE's approach and decisions to date, without
requiring disclosure of commercially confidential net pricing, in tabular form.

PQ70807/26  DAVID CULLINANE
268.  To ask the Minister for Health the differences in the reimbursement and commercial engagement processes followed in respect of
medications (details supplied) following the relevant NCPE recommendations; the objective factors which account for the differing level and pace of

commercial engagement and the different reimbursement outcomes in each case, including considerations relating to clinical need, cost
effectiveness, budget impact, alternative treatments and any other relevant factors; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70806/26 =~ DAVID CULLINANE

269. To ask the Minister for Health the number of WTE administrative staff by grade posts filled within accident and emergency department of
Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown as of 30 September 2026, in tabular form.

PQ70818/26 = RODERIC O'GORMAN

270.  To ask the Minister for Health the reason a person (details supplied) was given a care home support plan and no carer has been allocated.
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PQ70833/26  NIAMH SMYTH

271.  To ask the Minister for Health the current capacity in the national forensic mental health service; the current number of persons admitted to
the services; the current number waiting for placement; and the services offered to them while waiting for admission.

PQ70828/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

272.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of GPs providing GMS services in County Waterford, by local area and per 10,000 population, at
end September 2022 to 2026 in tabular form; and the number of GMS panels open and closed to new patients.

PQ70887/26  DAVID CULLINANE

273.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of requests received from persons resident in County Waterford for assistance with assignment

to a GP or dentist, from medical card holders, GP visit card holders and persons without such qualification, for the year to date and the equivalent
period in 2025, in tabular form.

PQ70886/26 = DAVID CULLINANE

274.  To ask the Minister for Health the mental health treatment services available for individuals in Dublin Fingal east when they turn 18, and are
discharged from the child and adolescence mental health service.

PQ70719/26  DUNCAN SMITH

275.  To ask the Minister for Health If she will examine the case of a 67-year-old pensioner (details supplied) and former full-time family carer
whose sole income is a State pension (contributory) and who is subject to a contribution arising from a nursing home support scheme assessment,

leaving him with a very limited weekly income; and if she will consider whether a review, discretion or relief mechanism is available in cases of
exceptional hardship.

PQ70723/26 = SEAN O FEARGHAIL
276.  To ask the Minister for Health If she will consider a temporary review and retention of the higher motor travel mileage rate bands for HSE
and contracted home support health care assistants, particularly those covering extensive rural areas, in light of ongoing high fuel and vehicle

maintenance costs; and if she acknowledges that high-mileage community staff quickly exceed lower-rate thresholds, threatening staff retention and
continuity of care for vulnerable elderly clients, due to the escalating costs.

PQ70728/26 = RICHARD O'DONOGHUE

277.  To ask the Minister for Health if health insurance companies are allowed to change their plans and/or benefits after a person has signed up
with them.

PQ70737/26 = MICHAEL HEALY-RAE

278.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of children scheduled for school dental screening in County Waterford; the number actually
screened; the percentage of the eligible cohort screened, and the school year or class cohort currently being called for screening in Waterford City,

Dungarvan and West Waterford and each other local dental area, for the 2024/2025 and 2025/2026 school years and to date in the 2026/2027
school year; and the number of WTE dentists, dental nurses and dental hygienists allocated, filled and vacant in each area, in tabular form.

PQ70885/26 = DAVID CULLINANE

279.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of patients resident in County Waterford waiting for an orthodontic assessment or treatment at
end of September 2026, by local dental area and waiting time band; and the average and longest waiting time, in tabular form.

PQ70884/26 =~ DAVID CULLINANE

280. To ask the Minister for Health the number of adults and children in County Waterford awaiting assessment or treatment through HSE

primary care dental services at the end of September 2026, by local dental area, patient category, treatment type and waiting time band; and the
average and longest waiting time in each area, in tabular form.

PQ70883/26 = DAVID CULLINANE
281.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of people resident in County Waterford waiting for MRI, CT, ultrasound, endoscopy and

colonoscopy, and other centrally reported diagnostic tests, at the end of September 2026; and the average, median and longest waiting time, in
tabular form.

PQ70882/26 = DAVID CULLINANE

282.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of people resident in County Waterford on CAMHS waiting lists at the end of September 2026, by
team and waiting time bands; and the average, median and longest waiting time, in tabular form.

PQ70881/26 = DAVID CULLINANE

283.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of people resident in County Waterford approved for home support but awaiting commencement;

the number receiving less than their approved allocation; the total number of approved hours not being delivered per week; and the average,
median and longest waiting time, at the end of September 2026, in tabular form.

PQ70880/26 = DAVID CULLINANE
284.  To ask the Minister for Health the ambulance response performance for high-acuity emergency incidents occurring in County Waterford for

the year to date by clinical status category; the incident volume, median response time, 90th percentile response time and longest response time;
and the number and percentage of incidents with a response time exceeding 30, 60 and 120 minutes, in tabular form.

PQ70879/26 = DAVID CULLINANE

285.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of consultants on the public-only consultant contract 2023 by hospital group; and the number of
those currently rostered for Saturday and weekday evening work, in tabular form.

PQ70922/26  KEN O'FLYNN



DAIL EIREANN
Dé Céadaoin, 7 Deireadh Fomhair, 2026 = Wednesday, 7th October, 2026

286.  To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 64871/26, the timeline for completion of the suite of metrics and
reporting framework for the public-only consultant contract; the specific metrics under consideration; whether emergency department trolley
numbers and patient flow will be included; and the reason no such framework was in place when the contract took effect in March 2023.

PQ70921/26  KEN O'FLYNN
287.  To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 64870/26, the date on which the HSE National Performance Action

Group on the public-only consultant contract was established; its membership, chair and terms of reference; the number of times it has met; and if
any report, minutes or recommendations it has produced will be published.

PQ70920/26  KEN O'FLYNN
288.  To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 64871/26, the number of patients recorded on trolleys in each of the

years from 2019 to 2025 and to date in 2026, as recorded by the HSE TrolleyGAR system, by hospital; and if she will make a statement on the
matter.

PQ70919/26  KEN O'FLYNN

289.  To ask the Minister for Health the reasons speech and language therapy and physiotherapy waiting times in Cork North and East are
substantially longer than in Cork South and West; and the specific measures and staffing planned to address the disparity.

PQ70918/26  KEN O'FLYNN

290. To ask the Minister for Health the number of whole time equivalent public health nurses employed in each community healthcare area in
HSE South West at end 2024, end 2025, and the latest date available; and the number of approved posts at each date.

PQ70917/26  KEN O'FLYNN

291.  To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 66151/26, to provide the public health nursing referral and waiting list
data for each health region as at end August 2026, which was referenced in the reply but not included in the appendix.

PQ70916/26 = KEN O'FLYNN

292.  To ask the Minister for Health the measures in place to reduce the number of persons waiting more than 18 months for initial speech and
language therapy in Cork North and East; and the timeframe for clearing that cohort.

PQ70915/26  KEN O'FLYNN

293.  To ask the Minister for Health whether consideration is being given to increasing the level of dedicated funding available for women's health
research beyond the €1 million allocated in each of 2026 and 2027; and whether any review of future funding requirements is planned.
PQ70798/26  NAOISE O CEARUIL

294.  To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 66151/26, the approved pay budget for public health nursing in the

HSE South West region for 2025 and 2026; and the number of public health nurses employed in Cork North and East at the end of each of those
years.

PQ70914/26  KEN O'FLYNN
295.  To ask the Minister for Health the reasons for the disparity in speech and language therapy waiting times between Cork North and East and

Cork South and West, including the number of speech and language therapists in whole time equivalent terms in each area at the end of August
2026; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70913/26  KEN O'FLYNN
296.  To ask the Minister for Health the contingency arrangements that are available where a child with complex medical needs has been
allocated HSE-funded home nursing hours but the contracted provider is unable to deliver those hours; and if an alternative provider or other

arrangement can be put in place in the case of a child (details supplied) who has experienced a substantial ongoing shortfall in their allocated
nursing care.

PQ70930/26  PA DALY

297.  To ask the Minister for Health the action the HSE and HPRA are taking on the current supply shortage of budesonide orodispersible tablets
in the State.

PQ70849/26  MAIREAD FARRELL

298.  To ask the Minister for Health the status of the HSE's assessment of dupilumab for eosinophilic oesophagitis; and the expected date of a
decision.

PQ70850/26 MAIREAD FARRELL

299.  To ask the Minister for Health the reason a critical post (details supplied) remains unfilled four years after it was vacated despite long

waiting lists and levels of need within the immediate community the service serves; the efforts made to fill this post since; and to provide immediate
funding to fill this post immediately and make every effort to do so urgently.

PQ70847/26 =~ CLAIRE KERRANE

300. To ask the Minister for Health whether internal audits have examined qualification fraud risks in HSE recruitment since 2020.

PQ70868/26 @ CAROL NOLAN

301.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of recruitment applications rejected due to false, altered or unverifiable academic qualifications in
each year since 2020.

PQ70869/26 = CAROL NOLAN



DAIL EIREANN
Dé Céadaoin, 7 Deireadh Fomhair, 2026 = Wednesday, 7th October, 2026

302. To ask the Minister for Health the number of hospital-initiated scheduled care cancellations by month the year to date, by hospital,
appointment or procedure type and reason, in tabular form.

PQ70873/26 = DAVID CULLINANE
303. To ask the Minister for Health the compliance rate with each key performance indicator for cancer diagnosis and treatment, nationally and

by designated cancer centre, for year to date by treatment modality, in tabular form; the number of patients treated; the number and percentage
treated within and outside the relevant target timeframe; and the median and longest wait timeframes.

PQ70872/26 = DAVID CULLINANE

304. To ask the Minister for Health whether an expansion of theatre capacity is planned at Naas general hospital; and if she will make a
statement on the matter.

PQ70956/26 = READA CRONIN

305.  To ask the Minister for Health the status of all approved capital projects at Naas general hospital; the current stage of each project; the
estimated cost; the expected completion date; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70955/26  READA CRONIN

306. To ask the Minister for Health the current waiting times for gynaecology outpatient appointments and procedures at Naas general hospital;
the measures being taken to improve access to care; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70957/26 ~ READA CRONIN

307.  To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 64875/26, whether her Department or the HSE has carried out an
assessment of the impact of reduced international recruitment on nursing and midwifery vacancy rates and on compliance with the framework for

safe nurse staffing and skill mix; if not, the reason; the current nursing and midwifery vacancy rate in each HSE health region; and if she will make a
statement on the matter.

PQ70906/26 = KEN O'FLYNN
308.  To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 64875/26, of the increase of 2,214 nursing and midwifery WTEs from

December 2024 to July 2026 cited in the reply, the number who trained in Ireland and the number who trained abroad; and if a statement will be
made on the matter.

PQ70907/26  KEN O'FLYNN
309. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 64877/26, the number of graduates of Irish nursing and midwifery
degree programmes who took up employment with the HSE in each of the years 2023, 2024 and 2025; the projected number for each of the years

2026, 2027 and 2028; how these figures compare with the estimated 1,748 new nurses and midwives the HSE has stated are needed each year to
maintain existing numbers; and if a statement will be made on the matter.

PQ70908/26  KEN O'FLYNN
310.  To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 64877/26, the year in which the first graduates from the 268 additional
nursing and midwifery places announced by the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science are expected to enter

the workforce; the number of those additional places expected to produce graduates in 2027 and 2028 respectively; and if a statement will be made
on the matter.

PQ70909/26  KEN O'FLYNN
311.  To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 64877/26, the total cost to date of the project home initiative and the

international relocation package; the number of relocation payments made in 2025 and 2026 to date; the number of nurses and midwives who took
up HSE posts as a direct result of each initiative; and if a statement will be made on the matter.

PQ70910/26 = KEN O'FLYNN
312.  To ask the Minister for Health whether her Department has undertaken a review of projected population growth in county Kildare and the

consequent demand for services at Naas general hospital; whether additional capacity is planned in response; and if she will make a statement on
the matter.

PQ70959/26 = READA CRONIN

313.  To ask the Minister for Health if she will provide a detailed breakdown of funding allocated to Naas general hospital in Budgets 2025 and
2026 for service developments, staffing and capital projects; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70962/26 = READA CRONIN

314.  To ask the Minister for Health the measures being taken to reduce overcrowding and improve patient flow at Naas general hospital; and if
she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70998/26  READA CRONIN

315.  To ask the Minister for Health the current average emergency department waiting time at Naas general hospital; the number of patients
treated on trolleys in each month of 2025 and to date in 2026, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70999/26  READA CRONIN

316.  To ask the Minister for Health whether additional bed capacity is planned for Naas general hospital between 2026 and 2030; the number of
beds proposed; the projected completion dates; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ71000/26 = READA CRONIN

317.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of endoscopy procedures carried out at Naas General Hospital in 2025 and to date in 2026; the
current waiting list for Gl scopes; and the measures being taken to reduce waiting times.
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PQ71006/26 = READA CRONIN

318. To ask the Minister for Health the number of patients awaiting outpatient appointments, inpatient treatment and day-case procedures at
Naas General Hospital, broken down by specialty and waiting time category, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
PQ71005/26 = READA CRONIN

319.  To ask the Minister for Health the current staffing levels in the emergency department, theatre services and diagnostic services at Naas
General Hospital; the number of posts that are vacant regarding same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ71004/26 = READA CRONIN

320. To ask the Minister for Health the current number of consultant vacancies at Naas General Hospital, by specialty; the length of time each
post has been vacant; the measures being taken to fill these positions; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ71001/26 = READA CRONIN

321.  To ask the Minister for Health the number of people resident in County Waterford waiting for an initial appointment across primary and

community care services at end September 2026, broken down by service, age group and waiting-time band; the average, median and longest
waiting time for each service, in tabular form.

PQ70875/26  DAVID CULLINANE

322.  To ask the Minister for Health whether the free HRT Scheme will be extended to cover hormone replacement therapy for patients with
congenital or permanent endocrine conditions, including testosterone replacement for Klinefelter syndrome.

PQ70851/26  MAIREAD FARRELL

323.  To ask the Minister for Health the current status of the HSE's full health technology assessment (details supplied); the reason no outcome
has been published in over two years; and the expected date of a reimbursement decision.

PQ70848/26  MAIREAD FARRELL

324.  To ask the Minister for Health the current average waiting times for counselling services, primary care psychology services and psychiatric
assessment services, broken down by CHO area; the interim supports available to persons awaiting these services; the procedures in place where

a person’s mental health deteriorates while on a waiting list, including whether they can be reassessed and prioritised on the basis of increased
clinical need; and the measures being taken to reduce waiting times.

PQ71038/26 BARRY HENEGHAN

325.  To ask the Minister for Health to define the occupational therapy service prioritisation criteria categories, P1, P2 and so on; the areas where
that has been applied per category of the prioritisation criteria; and the wait list and occupational therapy staffing for each of those areas.
PQ71033/26  MARIE SHERLOCK

326.  To ask the Minister for Health the status of the elective hospital project in Cork; and if the planning application will be submitted by year
end.

PQ71021/26  PADRAIG RICE

327.  To ask the Minister for Health to provide an update on the statutory regulation of psychologists; and the timeline for opening the psychology
registers.

PQ71018/26 = PADRAIG RICE

328.  To ask the Minister for Health if the decision to make significant changes to the DOMINO scheme in Cork University Maternity Hospital will
be reversed; and if she has engaged with the South West region and local management regarding this decision.

PQ71017/26  PADRAIG RICE

329.  To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 64878/26, whether HSE services that recruit nurses and midwives

directly from abroad outside the national frameworks are required to report those appointments to HSE National HR; if not, the reason; whether her
Department will direct that such data be collected and published; and if she will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70912/26 =~ KEN O'FLYNN

330.  To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 64878/26, the number of nurses and midwives recruited internationally
through the national framework for the international recruitment of nurses and midwives, the HSE authorisation scheme professional placement
scheme and the managed service provider arrangement respectively, in each of the years 2023, 2024 and 2025; and if she will make on the matter.

PQ70911/26 =~ KEN O'FLYNN

331.  To ask the Minister for Health the extent to which she is aware that the nursing homes support scheme (Fair Deal) does not cover
mandatory 'service charges' or additional fee packages levied on residents; if her attention has been drawn to cases where private nursing homes
are implementing sharp, recurring increases to these weekly service charges within short timeframes; if she will close the legislative loophole that
allows private operators to charge these unregulated top-up fees; and if she will introduce legislation to cap or regulate these additional service
charges or initiate a full review of the fair deal scheme.

PQ71035/26 =~ FIONNTAN O SUILLEABHAIN

332.  To ask the Minister for Health the reason for the changes to the DOMINO scheme in Cork University Maternity Hospital; the timeline for
reverting to the original arrangements; and the status of the care for women who are currently enrolled in the scheme or have been accepted onto
it.

PQ71015/26 = PADRAIG RICE

333.  To ask the Minister for Health the amount spent on winter vaccination programme merchandise packs in 2023, 2024, 2025, and to date in
2026 (details supplied); and the rationale behind distributing these items to patients who have already presented for vaccination.
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PQ71011/26 = PADRAIG RICE

334.  To ask the Minister for Health in the absence of statutory regulation of psychologists, if any interim protections exist for patients; and if
consideration has been given to a proposal (details supplied).

PQ71008/26 = PADRAIG RICE

335.  To ask the Minister for Health whether consideration has been given to establishing a Joint Labour Committee or other collective
mechanism to set minimum pay and conditions, including travel expenses, for home support workers in the private sector; and if she will make a
statement on the matter.

PQ70768/26 ~ KEN O'FLYNN

Chun an Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nualaiochta agus Eolaiochta: To the Further and
Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science

336.  To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science the number of applicants for the pharmacy degree
programme at University College Cork for the 2026/2027 academic year; the number of places available, offers issued and places accepted; the
options available to applicants who, following a Leaving Certificate appeal, meet or exceed the required points but are informed that no place is
available until the following academic year, as in the case of a student (details supplied) whose points increased to 601; and whether additional
places can be facilitated for these students to commence their studies this year.

PQ70803/26 =~ JOHN PAUL O'SHEA

337.  To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if any measures are being considered to improve
financial support for graduate entry medicine students, including additional grants, subsidies or funding schemes; and if he will make a statement on
the matter.

PQ70829/26 = JENNIFER WHITMORE

338.  To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science the number of students that have been accepted
into a course in Ireland but have been unable to commence due to being denied a visa over the last five years, in tabular form.

PQ70747/26 =~ JEN CUMMINS

339.  To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science whether the Agricultural Engineering course at a
university (details supplied) currently includes a qualification meeting the Green Cert requirements; if this is no longer the case, the reasons for the
change; whether engagement is ongoing between the university, Teagasc and the relevant Departments to enable students to obtain the Green
Cert as part of their degree; the progress made and expected timeframe for resolving this matter, given the additional time and cost facing students
required to complete a separate qualification after a three- or four-year degree.

PQ70799/26 = JOHN PAUL O'SHEA

340.  To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science for an update on correspondence (details
supplied).

PQ70793/26 EMER CURRIE

341.  To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science the reason the Student Universal Support Ireland
website remains only partially compliant with WCAG 2.1 Level AA, according to its published accessibility statement, despite the obligations
imposed by the European Union (Accessibility of Websites and Mobile Applications of Public Sector Bodies) Regulations 2020, S.I. No. 358/2020
(details supplied); and the immediate safeguards he will ensure are available so that applicants who are blind or vision impaired can apply
independently and are not disadvantaged by application deadlines or delays arising from accessibility barriers.

PQ71030/26 = COLM BURKE

Chun an Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail, agus Gaeltachta: To the Rural and Community Development
and the Gaeltacht

342.  To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht if there are plans to bring forward a new funding scheme to
support Men's Sheds in the upcoming Budget; and the Government's plans to ensure the future survival of Men's Sheds across Ireland through a
funding model.

PQ70725/26  DUNCAN SMITH

CEISTEANNA, SEAICHAS CEISTEANNA AR SONRAIODH TOSAIOCHT DOIBH, | GCOMHAIR FREAGRA O
BHEAL DEARDAOIN, 8 DEIREADH FOMHAIR, 2026
QUESTIONS, OTHER THAN QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY, FOR ORAL ANSWER ON
THURSDAY, 8TH OCTOBER, 2026

Chun an Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Agriculture, Food and the Marine

8.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will review the 2025 Complementary Income Support for Young Farmers penalty
provisions, given that a young farmer may be required to repay monies they never received; and if he will amend the provisions to ensure penalties
are fair and proportionate.



DAIL EIREANN
Dé Céadaoin, 7 Deireadh Fomhair, 2026 = Wednesday, 7th October, 2026

PQ70782/26 EAMON SCANLON

9.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status of targeted CAP funding for 2027 (details supplied); and the specific
emergency financial interventions his Department is implementing to support family farms through the cost-of-living crisis.

PQ70424/26 ~ FIONNTAN O SUILLEABHAIN

10.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for an update on the progress of payments under the fuel income support scheme.
PQ70991/26  JAMES O'CONNOR

11. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the strategy for selecting cattle herds to be tested for TB given recent reports that
large numbers of herds have not been tested in over two years.

PQ71014/26 EDWARD TIMMINS

12.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to outline the measures being taken by his Department to encourage farm safety
and farmer wellbeing.

PQ70978/26 NOEL MCCARTHY

13.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the measures he is taking to increase the amount of land in tillage.
PQ69727/26  DARREN O'ROURKE
14.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when his Department will finalise its response to a research report commissioned

from the National University of Ireland, Galway on the protection of the native Irish honey bee which has been with his Department since September
2025.

PQ71023/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

15.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to ensure that CAP is adequately funded and that leader is included and adequately
funded; and if he will make a statement on the matter

PQ70781/26  MICHAEL CAHILL

16.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine whether, in the context of his Department’s marine responsibilities, his Department

is engaging with the OPW, MARA, local authorities and other relevant bodies on opportunities for pilot projects that would combine coastal flood
protection measures with the enhancement of marine habitats and biodiversity.

PQ70958/26 = BARRY HENEGHAN

17.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he intends to advance legislation to afford protection to the native Irish honey bee.
PQ71024/26 RODERIC O'GORMAN

18. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine whether he will support the replacement of sitka spruce plantations with native
forestry, particularly where the former is growing on drained bogs and there are major climate gains to be realised by rewetting them.

PQ70997/26 = RICHARD BOYD BARRETT

19.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to provide an update on the implementation of the recommendations contained
within the report of the Commission on Generational Renewal in Farming.

PQ69928/26  LOUIS O'HARA

20. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views on whether the current forestry programme has been a success; and if he
will detail the metrics to support his position, in tabular form.

PQ70306/26 ROBERT O'DONOGHUE

21.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will include the recommendations of animal welfare organisations (details

supplied), as outlined during pre-legislative scrutiny, into the Dog Breeding Establishments (Amendment) Bill 2026, before that Bill is brought to first
stage.

PQ71025/26  RODERIC O'GORMAN
22.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position regarding any proposals to provide multiannual funding for animal

welfare organisations to allow for longer term planning; and his views on whether these organisations are sufficiently funded to deal with their work
loads.

PQ69797/26 ~ BARRY WARD

23.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the measures he is taking to simplify systems for making applications to agricultural
schemes making them more user friendly for the farmers involved; and his plans to ensure that payments are issued swiftly and without delay.
PQ70964/26 = BRIAN BRENNAN

24.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he plans to lobby members of the European Parliament prior to a final vote on the
Mercosur deal which is expected in 2027; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70001/26 =~ PAUL LAWLESS

25.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his Department has considered the use of native rare cattle breeds, such as
Dexter cattle, for conservation grazing on upland and mountainous areas, including Slievenamon, as a means of reducing excessive vegetation

growth and mitigating wildfire risk; and if grants or support schemes are available, or are being considered, to assist farmers and landowners in
undertaking such conservation grazing projects.
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PQ67372/26  MATTIE MCGRATH

26. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he is satisfied with the functioning of the Rasaiocht Con Eireann Traceability
System, particularly in relation to the tracking of dogs after they are retired.

PQ70980/26 = RODERIC O'GORMAN

27.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the progress that has been made in reducing the administrative and regulatory

burden on farmers; the further simplification measures that are being considered at national and EU level; and the timeframe for their
implementation.

PQ70796/26  TONY MCCORMACK

28.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for updates on the fuel subsidy support schemes.

PQ66663/26 DANNY HEALY-RAE

29. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the measures his Department is taking to increase food security in Ireland in view of
the huge impact that changes to weather patterns have.

PQ70862/26  JENNIFER WHITMORE

30.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his Department has put forward a proposal on the definition of an active farmer as
part of the CAP negotiations; and if he will give an update on discussions around the active farmer definition.

PQ70758/26 MARTIN KENNY

31. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to outline the changes, if any, he is considering to the eligibility criteria to the TAMS
Scheme.

PQ71010/26 NOEL MCCARTHY

32.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the work his Department is undertaking to protect Ireland’s native and solitary bee

populations; whether it is supporting or engaging with online platforms and citizen-science initiatives that allow the public to record, monitor and
support native bee populations; and whether further support for such initiatives is being considered.

PQ70951/26  BARRY HENEGHAN

33.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to provide an update on efforts being made to support farmers install solar panels.
PQ70945/26  NAOISE O MUIRI

34.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of foreshore licence applications currently awaiting determination; and
the number that have been awaiting a decision for more than six months and more than twelve months respectively.

PQ67090/26  GRACE BOLAND

35.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine whether he will consider a report (details supplied) as regards the relationship
between State procurement and agricultural emissions, and develop similar proposals.

PQ71019/26 = RICHARD BOYD BARRETT

36. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will consider extending any existing or future fuel support schemes to include
hydrotreated vegetable oil (HVO), noting that while reliefs have been provided in respect of petrol and diesel, many tractors and agricultural

machinery are capable of operating on HVO; whether he has examined the potential environmental and economic benefits of supporting the use of
HVO in the agricultural sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ66678/26  PAULA BUTTERLY

37.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans to strengthen the protection of animals transported across Europe in line
with the latest scientific evidence; and to support a transition away from long-distance live transport.

PQ70933/26 SHONAGH Ni RAGHALLAIGH

38.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will consider the provision of additional financial supports to farmers in the

upcoming Budget to address concerns over significant winter fodder deficits arising from the extreme dry weather conditions experienced in recent
months.

PQ70963/26 = COLM BURKE

39.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps he is taking, including during Ireland’s EU Presidency, to secure an
adequately funded, ring-fenced CAP budget post-2027; and the steps he is taking to oppose the proposed reduction in CAP funding.
PQ69777/26 ~ WILLIAM AIRD

40.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the action his Department is taking to ensure that the IT issue affecting non-

productive investment applications received under the ACRES and ACRES-CP scheme for 2025 from applicants who transferred to a registered
farm partnership during the scheme and who cannot submit a claim for their 2025 application.

PQ70952/26 = COLM BURKE

41.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of animal welfare cases which his Department has began since the
beginning of 2026.

PQ71012/26  JOE NEVILLE
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42.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for an update on the implementation of the recommendations of the Commission on
Generational Renewal in Farming; the specific measures being progressed to encourage earlier and more effective succession of family farms to
the next generation; and the timeframe for their delivery.

PQ70795/26  TONY MCCORMACK

43.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to provide an update on the progression of talks regarding CAP post 2027; and his
discussions with agricultural ministers from the other 26 EU Member States on the same.

PQ70939/26  PETER 'CHAP' CLEERE

44.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his attention has been drawn to the findings of a recent survey which show that a
third of farmers intend to leave the sector within the next five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ69999/26  PAUL LAWLESS

45.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the measures he is taking at EU level to secure increased fishing opportunities and
quota allocations for the Irish fishing fleet.

PQ70327/26 CONOR D. MCGUINNESS

46.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his engagement with EU counterparts regarding the future of the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP), within the multi-financial framework; and the measures being taken to protect the CAP budget for farmers.

PQ70624/26 =~ SEAN KYNE

47.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine whether his Department has undertaken an assessment of risks to Ireland's food

security arising from climate change related risks, such as drought, flooding, biodiversity loss and disruption to global food supply chains; and
whether he will consider establishing a cross-departmental review of Ireland's food security resilience in view of growing climate-related risks.

PQ65456/26 = JOE COONEY

48.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the way in which he intends to ensure support for generational renewal is prioritised
in negotiations on the Common Agricultural Policy post 2027.

PQ70896/26  JOHN CLENDENNEN

49.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the measures his Department is considering to support farmers who may face
fodder shortages as a result of the severe dry weather experienced during summer 2026.

PQ70986/26 @ PETER ROCHE

50. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he has concerns about the welfare of unweaned calves being exported to
mainland Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ71013/26  PAUL MURPHY

51.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the progress to date in discussions at EU level in relation to the need to ensure
adequate funding for CAP post 2027.

PQ70975/26 BRENDAN SMITH

52. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the current average processing time for foreshore licence applications; the way in
which this compares with previous years; and the principal causes of delays in the system.

PQ67089/26 GRACE BOLAND

53.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he recognises the importance of the aquaculture industry in Clew Bay, which

produced approximately 5,400 tonnes of finfish and shellfish in 2025 with a first-sale value of almost €30 million; the steps he is taking to support its
continued growth; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70990/26 = KEIRA KEOGH
54.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the additional financial or structural incentives the Government is introducing to

encourage older farmers to step back earlier, given the aging demographic in farming, in order to facilitate a more timely handover to younger
SUCCESSOrs.

PQ70738/26 =~ BRIAN STANLEY

55.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his Departments plans to address the 90% rejection rate for farmers applying to
rooftop solar via TAMS.

PQ70974/26 =~ JENNIFER WHITMORE

56.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to outline the funding available for TAMS under Budget 2027.

PQ70987/26  JAMES O'CONNOR

57.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status of the work of the interdepartmental working group established to
examine the racing of horse-drawn vehicles on public roads; the progress made to address the serious animal welfare concerns associated with the

practice; whether the group is examining the measures required to prohibit racing of all horse drawn vehicles on public roads; and when
recommendations are expected.

PQ64137/26 = MICHAEL MURPHY

58.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to outline his views on the Protection of the Native Irish Honey Bee Bill 2021.
PQ70981/26  RODERIC O'GORMAN
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59.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status of negotiations with the British government to reinstate access for Irish
fishermen to their traditional fishing grounds at Rockall; and if he will seek international mediation or arbitration to resolve this long running injustice,
that has cost our fleet millions of euro each year.

PQ70176/26 = PADRAIG MAC LOCHLAINN

60.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for an update on the progress of the Bovine TB Action Plan.
PQ70960/26 = BRIAN BRENNAN

61.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the actions he will take to support farmers with the rising cost of fuel.
PQ69929/26 = LOUIS O'HARA

62.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the action he is taking to encourage generational renewal.

PQ70941/26  PETER 'CHAP' CLEERE

63.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the progress made to date in implementing the Programme for Government
commitment on intergenerational farm succession; if he plans to review the effectiveness of existing succession schemes and supports; and the

further actions he plans to take to encourage younger people to enter farming and to support the sustainable transfer of family farms to the next
generation.

PQ70623/26 =~ SEAN KYNE
64.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps his Department is taking to amend the policy to allow farm vehicles

registered in the UK, brought in through Northern Ireland and purchased by Irish farmers without a phytosanitary certificate to be registered with
Customs in Ireland.

PQ71034/26  EDWARD TIMMINS
65.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine whether he intends to introduce a dedicated farm succession or retirement scheme

to support generational renewal in agriculture; and the measures being considered to address barriers faced by young farmers in accessing land
and taking over family farms.

PQ70993/26  PETER ROCHE

66.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the issues discussed at the recent meeting of Agriculture Ministers held in Ireland.
PQ70973/26 BRENDAN SMITH

67.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of bluetongue cases notified to his Department; if he is satisfied that the
measures being put in place are adequate to control the disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70953/26 = AINDRIAS MOYNIHAN

68.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position regarding work ongoing to address animal cruelty concerns related to
the export of live animals; and if he has engaged with animal welfare organisations in this regard.

PQ69790/26 BARRY WARD

69.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the measures his Department has taken to introduce additional resources for
enforcement of animal welfare legislation.

PQ71002/26 = JOE NEVILLE

70.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the supports his Department is providing to Irish farmers to deal with rising input
costs in the agriculture sector.

PQ70759/26  MARTIN KENNY

71.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will support a ban on surgical artificial insemination of greyhounds; and if he will
make a statement on the matter.

PQ71022/26 = PAUL MURPHY

72.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the measures he is taking to enable farmers to participate directly in Ireland's
renewable energy transition; and the opportunity he foresees for renewable energy to provide an income stream for farms.

PQ70895/26  JOHN CLENDENNEN

73.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the urgent measures he and his Department is taking to address the backlog in
aquaculture licence renewals, reviews and new applications in County Mayo; whether additional resources or personnel will be allocated to the

Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division to tackle the significant backlog, in view of the fact that some licences have expired and some
applications submitted remain undetermined due to delays; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70989/26 = KEIRA KEOGH

74.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the Dog Control Stakeholder Group Report will be published.

PQ70861/26 = JENNIFER WHITMORE

75.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when he will publish the report from the Food Vision Seafood Sector Group (details
supplied).

PQ70175/26 =~ PADRAIG MAC LOCHLAINN
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76.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number and value of TAMS solar applications approved and not approved to
date in 2026; if he will approve additional funding to meet the demand; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

PQ70929/26  AINDRIAS MOYNIHAN

77.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the updated Land Use Strategy will be published; and to provide an update on
same.

PQ69726/26 DARREN O'ROURKE

78.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will consider adding a cap on the number of breeding females permitted within
a dog breeding establishment to the legislation proposed in this area.

PQ70932/26 = SHONAGH Ni RAGHALLAIGH

79.  To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will outline the framework set out under the National Bioeconomy Strategy
2026-2030.

PQ70942/26  NAOISE O MUIRI
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