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Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

1. To ask the Taoiseach the extent to which he expects to develop the Shared Island 
Initiative in the context of the resumption of the Assembly. — Mick Barry. [7450/24]

2. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the 3rd Shared Island Forum; 
and the priorities under the Shared Island Initiative in 2024. — Brendan Smith. [7791/24]

3. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the 3rd Shared Island Forum; 
and the priorities under the Shared Island Initiative in 2024. — Cathal Crowe. [7799/24]

4. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the 3rd Shared Island Forum; 
and the priorities under the Shared Island Initiative in 2024. — Paul McAuliffe. [7800/24]

5. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his engagements at the special meeting of the 
European Council on Ukraine and the EU budget. — Mick Barry. [7451/24]

6. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the recent special meeting of 
the European Council on Ukraine. — Seán Haughey. [7795/24]

7. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the recent special meeting of 
the European Council on Ukraine. — James Lawless. [7797/24]

8. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the recent special meeting of 
the European Council on Ukraine. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7798/24]

9. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his engagements at the special meeting of the 
European Council on Ukraine and the EU budget. — Paul Murphy. [7879/24]

10. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his engagements at the special meeting of the 
European Council on Ukraine and the EU budget. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [7882/24]

11. To ask the Taoiseach further to Parliamentary Question No. 44 of 23 January 2024, the 
precise date on which the investigation was concluded and reported to the then Taoiseach. — 
Peadar Tóibín. [6506/24]

12. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee that deals with transport will next 
meet. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [6662/24]

13. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee that deals with transport will next 
meet. — Paul Murphy. [6664/24]
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14. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee that deals with transport will next 
meet. — James O’Connor. [7801/24]

15. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Social Affairs and Public Services 
will meet next. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7768/24]

16. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the National Economic and 
Social Council, a statutory agency operating under the aegis of his Department. — Mary Lou 
McDonald. [7770/24]

17. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Health will next meet. — Alan 
Dillon. [7873/24]

18. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the legislative programme. — Paul 
Murphy. [7878/24]

19. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the legislative programme. — 
Richard Boyd Barrett. [7881/24]

20. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the Programme for Government. — 
Mary Lou McDonald. [7937/24]

21. To ask the Taoiseach to report on the work of the parliamentary liaison unit in his 
Department. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7939/24]

22. To ask the Taoiseach for a report on his joint correspondence, along with the Spanish 
Prime Minister, to European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen on the situation in 
Gaza. — James Lawless. [7943/24]

23. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change 
will meet next. — Christopher O’Sullivan. [7944/24]

CEISTEANNA LE hAGHAIDH FREAGRAÍ SCRÍOFA 
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER

Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

*24. To ask the Taoiseach if he will include an examination of long Covid in the terms of 
reference for the Covid inquiry. — Kathleen Funchion. [8326/24]

*25. To ask the Taoiseach if he will develop a national security strategy and functioning 
security agency to deal with future security events. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7942/24]

*26. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the social dialogue co-ordination 
unit of his Department. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7941/24]

*27. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the work of the policing reform 
implementation programme office in his Department. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7940/24]



805

P.T.O

*28. To ask the Taoiseach if long Covid will be included in the terms of reference of the 
proposed Covid-19 inquiry. — Seán Haughey. [8178/24]

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha: To the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs.

*29. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 350 of 25 October 2022, for an update on the engagement he has had with his Algerian, 
European and UN counterparts in relation to the kidnapping on 6 January 2009 in Algiers of 
the sibling of an Irish citizen (details supplied) for which the UNHCR established Algeria’s 
responsibility; the circumstances of their abduction; the reason for their detention without trial; 
the steps that he has taken to secure their safe return; the engagement he has had with their family 
in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8160/24]

*30. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 449 of 8 November 2022, if he will follow up with the UN Human Rights Committee, 
requesting any updates in relation to this case, including any actions taken; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [8193/24]

*31. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will engage with the South 
African embassy concerning a death certificate application (detail supplied) submitted in 2018 
and who has yet to receive the death certificate more than four years afterwards. — Martin 
Browne. [8225/24]

*32. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs when a decision will be made on 
a foreign birth register application (details supplied); the reason for the delay in processing the 
application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [8240/24]

*33. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs his assessment of the current 
situation in relation to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine; if any further measures against Russia are 
anticipated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [8257/24]

Chun an Aire Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide: To the Minister for the Environment, 
Climate and Communications.

*34. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he is aware of 
the situation whereby the SEAI will not disburse grants from its better homes scheme to holders 
of credit union accounts and if he has engaged with the SEAI in relation to same. — Mairéad 
Farrell. [8120/24]

*35. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he is aware 
of situations whereby a broadband distribution box is fitted at a residential property to serve a 
number of houses, but the property owner where the distribution box is fitted refuses to allow 
access via their property to the box; what options other residents and broadband providers have 
in such situations; if he will investigate such a situation (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [8163/24]

*36. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if there is 
legislative provision in place to require management companies to take reasonable steps to 
provide EV charging networks for occupiers. — Richard Bruton. [8234/24]
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Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Cosanta: To the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence.

*37. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence if he will provide, in tabular form, the 
dates and duration of all road closures in the vicinity and surrounds of the Curragh camp and 
firing range for January to December 2023, and to date in 2024; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [8395/24]

*38. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence the amount of compensation paid out to 
local residents of the Curragh due to road closures for military purposes in each of the years 
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Patricia Ryan. [8396/24]

*39. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence if he will clarify why planning permission 
was not applied for the erection of two sentry posts on land designated as green lands at the 
Curragh, County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[8399/24]

*40. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence if he will clarify if he will re-constitute the 
Curragh forum, to include local residents, to discuss their concerns in relation to the Curragh; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [8400/24]

Chun an Aire Iompair: To the Minister for Transport.

*41. To ask the Minister for Transport if the support schemes for EV charging networks 
developed by local authorities can cover the installation of chargers in multi-unit developments, 
developed by local authorities or by approved housing bodies. — Richard Bruton. [8232/24]

*42. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of local authorities that have installed 
EV charging networks with his Departments support; the number of locations in each case; and 
the planned and approved locations which are scheduled to be installed. — Richard Bruton. 
[8235/24]

*43. To ask the Minister for Transport the total amount of funding allocated to the Innishmore 
active travel scheme in Ballincollig, Cork. — Thomas Gould. [8181/24]

*44. To ask the Minister for Transport if his Department will consider accelerating proposals 
for 24-hour public transport system in Dublin inclusive of the Luas, DART and trains; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [8208/24]

*45. To ask the Minister for Transport the funding his Department has made available to 
facilitate active travel solutions in and around Youghal, County Cork; the corresponding active 
travel projects to be supported, and details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— David Stanton. [8297/24]

*46. To ask the Minister for Transport further to the tender application for the national 
SAR service from a company (details supplied), whereby a transfer of undertakings, operations 
protocol or transition plan document of up to 8,000 steps was submitted to the Department, if 
the Department will make public this transition plan, or at least share it with regional TDs, who 
would like to understand the processes and implementations required in their individual regions 
so as to ensure a seamless and uninterrupted helicopter rescue programme as the contract moves 
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from the incumbent to the new operator; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt 
Shanahan. [8302/24]

*47. To ask the Minister for Transport further to previous parliamentary responses from the 
Department to me, where a company (details supplied) had signalled its willingness to abide by 
TUPE legislation which it was presumed would secure all present existing positions under the 
present search and rescue programme, but the company has not indicated that it is to be ‘bound’ 
and willing to adhere fully to the principles of TUPE legislation if he will outline how this 
issue was assessed during the tender process; how the Department intends to ensure that TUPE 
legislation is fully adhered to in terms of the existing job security and transfer into the new search 
and rescue programme; what sanctions the Department can initiate against the company where 
TUPE employment requirements and protections are breached; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Matt Shanahan. [8303/24]

*48. To ask the Minister for Transport regarding the present regulatory framework that 
guides search and rescue flight operations, where companies are required to have fully employed 
nominated post holders embedded in operations activity at all times and any failure to provide 
nominated post holders in place would mean the service is in breach of its Operational Air 
Certification and should cease operating immediately, what actions Department officials intend 
to take regarding a company (details supplied) that has communicated its intent not to secure the 
existing employment of the present nominated post holders into the new contract programme; 
what the Department’s position is in relation to this obvious breach of TUPE obligations; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Shanahan. [8304/24]

*49. To ask the Minister for Transport given that a company (details supplied) has signalled 
its intention not to continue the employment of nominated post holders presently working in 
the search and rescue programme and assuming that such highly skilled operational people may 
likely seek immediate employment elsewhere, the Department’s plan to ensure new qualified 
nominated post holder personnel are provided to the existing SAR helicopter bases so that no 
interruption to flight operations can occur given the absence of such post holders, understanding 
that operating without such would invalidate the operational air certificate requiring immediate 
suspension of flight operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Shanahan. 
[8305/24]

*50. To ask the Minister for Transport in light of growing public concern regarding the in-
depth review analysis which was undertaken by the Department in formulating its opinion to 
award a new search and rescue tender, if he will outline what companies provided expert advice 
to the Department on all the aspects of the possible appointment of a new provider; what research 
was undertaken within his Department prior to new contracts discussion to scope out all possible 
problem areas; what executive functions within his Department were involved in formulating 
both the tender specification and its award; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt 
Shanahan. [8306/24]

*51. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will outline what specific expertise his 
Department had in-house to fully explore all aspects of a search and rescue contract award, 
where such expertise was deemed lacking; if he will provide the names of the consultants and 
all consultant companies that contributed to the required understandings to allow the Department 
finalise a tender award; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Shanahan. 
[8307/24]

*52. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will reiterate for the public record that it is his, 
and his Department’s understanding that no interruption to any helicopter rescue service in the 



808

country will occur because of the ongoing transitioning arrangements between the existing and 
the new service provider; if he will advise what officials in his Department have been tasked with 
manging this responsibility; what activities have such appointed being undertaking to date to 
ensure continuing compliance across all SAR operations; what monitoring operations are they 
presently undertaking to guard against any potential service interruption; what is their previous 
experience and proven skill set in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Matt Shanahan. [8308/24]

*53. To ask the Minister for Transport for an update on funding for Killarney bypass (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Danny Healy-Rae. [8359/24]

*54. To ask the Minister for Transport to confirm when the contract with CRG for the M1 
and Drogheda/Donore Road tolls will conclude; what plans he has for the toll when the contract 
concludes and when it is handed back to the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Ged Nash. [8363/24]

*55. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will clarify when or if the budget will be provided 
to Kildare County Council to address the rapidly deteriorating condition of the road between 
Bolton Hill and Sheriff Hill, County Kildare (details supplied). — Patricia Ryan. [8403/24]

Chun an Aire Airgeadais: To the Minister for Finance.

*56. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will provide clarity on the exemptions from the 
residential zoned land tax for landowners actively farming their lands (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [8176/24]

*57. To ask the Minister for Finance to confirm regulations (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [8124/24]

*58. To ask the Minister for Finance what measures the Government is taking to tackle age 
discrimination amongst travel insurance providers; if individuals under the age of 66 can get 
health cover for up to 60 days; the reason individuals over the age of 66 only get health cover 
for up to 31 days when travelling abroad; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark 
Ward. [8136/24]

*59. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will give due consideration to restoring the higher 
rate of tax relief for expenditure on GPs, consultants, and prescriptions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [8200/24]

*60. To ask the Minister for Finance the efforts his Department is making to increase 
the proportion of dog owners who engage with pet insurance providers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [8209/24]

*61. To ask the Minister for Finance the efforts his Department is making to increase 
competition in the pet insurance sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan 
Farrell. [8210/24]

*62. To ask the Minister for Finance if there is any avenue to reclaim VAT paid on solar 
panels that were purchased and installed prior to May 2023; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [8224/24]
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*63. To ask the Minister for Finance if he has completed the review of the financial supports 
for mobility for those with a disability and in particular the criteria for a primary medical cert; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [8237/24]

*64. To ask the Minister for Finance if he or his Department have received any 
correspondence from the Revenue Commissioners or any other body regarding Section 22 of the 
Finance Act 2022 and the opportunity it creates for aggressive tax planning; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [8341/24]

*65. To ask the Minister for Finance to outline the application of relevant contracts tax as it 
applies to subcontractors from the North which operate in the South; how the charge is deducted 
and payments refunded; if the Revenue Commissioners applies CIS on behalf of HM Revenue 
and Customs with respect to subcontractors from the North which operate in the South; and with 
respect to both, how refunds from the charge are processed and the timeline for which refunds 
are paid to Northern subcontractors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse 
Doherty. [8370/24]

*66. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will comment on the discrimination present in 
travel insurance policies vis-a-vis those under 65 years of age and those over 65 years of age 
where the cover period (60 days and 31 days respectively) is dramatically different, and whether 
such differences are permissible under legislation and constitutionally. — Patricia Ryan. 
[8401/24]

Chun an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí, Seachadta ar an bPlean Forbartha Náisiúnta, agus 
Athchóirithe: To the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform.

*67. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform the progress made in delivering National Development Plan 2021 – 2030 projects for 
County Galway for each year of the lifetime of the current Government; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8251/24]

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

*68. To ask the Minister for Education if she will consider the abolition of the assessment that 
a child has to do in order to get a scribe for their exams; if she agrees that this decision should be 
left to the principal or vice-principal of the relevant school as they will know the child’s needs 
better than anyone. — Pádraig Mac Lochlainn. [8132/24]

*69. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on special education 
teachers (SET) following changes to the SET hours allocation model; if consideration has been 
given to the impact these changes may have for children who access SET supports; if she will 
review the decision, given the concerns raised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Claire Kerrane. [8140/24]

*70. To ask the Minister for Education the reason a child (details supplied) suffering from 
severe dyslexia was denied a place in a special reading school despite being in the second 
percentile for reading; if she agrees that this will have a severe impact on the child’s access to 
education; what measures are being implemented to expand the capacity of the special reading 
schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Crowe. [8150/24]
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*71. To ask the Minister for Education if she will address delays in the home tuition grant 
which are causing dire financial difficulties for a school (details supplied). — Louise O’Reilly. 
[8161/24]

*72. To ask the Minister for Education if assistance, including funding, can be provided to a 
special school (details supplied) so it can create additional classes for students with special needs; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [8184/24]

*73. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide accommodation at a school (details 
supplied) for use as a special class for autistic students with complex and severe educational 
needs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John McGuinness. [8186/24]

*74. To ask the Minister for Education if the Department site at St. Finian’s NS, Newcastle, 
County Dublin is big enough to accommodate a post primary school/school campus that offers 
post primary education. — Emer Higgins. [8226/24]

*75. To ask the Minister for Education to provide an update on the timeline of the delivery of 
a new special school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan 
Smith. [8258/24]

*76. To ask the Minister for Education why a person (details supplied) cannot get the 
assistive technology; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [8259/24]

*77. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question No. 392 of 13 
February 2024, if the school have been told that the information is with the Department’s 
technical team and the Department would follow up and revert to the school and if she will 
investigate the matter. — Sean Sherlock. [8269/24]

*78. To ask the Minister for Education to acknowledge that a rural school in County Mayo 
(details supplied) is being unfairly impacted by the methodology change in allocating special 
needs teaching hours in view of the needs of the children in this school; ask that the Minister will 
intervene to ensure that the children with additional needs in this school are not left without their 
fair share of special needs teaching hours allocation and that their hours are not reduced; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [8282/24]

*79. To ask the Minister for Education the availability, location and number of places in ASD 
units in primary schools in Galway City and county for the 2024 – 2025 academic year; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8283/24]

*80. To ask the Minister for Education the availability, location and number of places in ASD 
units in primary schools in Galway city and county for the current academic year; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8284/24]

*81. To ask the Minister for Education the availability, location and number of places in ASD 
units in secondary schools in Galway City and county for the 2024 – 2025 academic year; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8285/24]

*82. To ask the Minister for Education the availability, location and number of places in ASD 
units in secondary schools in Galway City and county for the current academic year; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8286/24]
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*83. To ask the Minister for Education the reason for the removal of complex needs from 
the criteria for the allocation of special education teaching hours; the details of any consultation 
undertaken by her Department with teacher and parent representative groups with regard to the 
decision to remove complex needs from the criteria; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8287/24]

*84. To ask the Minister for Education the details of her engagement with a group (details 
supplied) with regard to their proposal for a new mechanism to allow schools to inform the 
Department and NCSE of the level of special educational needs in their schools on a yearly 
basis to allow for more accurate SET and SNA allocations by the NCSE; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8288/24]

*85. To ask the Minister for Education the number of schools, nationwide and in Galway City 
and county, that will lose special education teaching resources under the new education model for 
special needs resources; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. 
[8289/24]

*86. To ask the Minister for Education if she will reconsider the decision not to grant assisted 
technology to a child (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Cathal 
Crowe. [8290/24]

*87. To ask the Minister for Education if a school place could be urgently offered (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8298/24]

*88. To ask the Minister for Education what plans are in place to ensure that school 
caretakers will be afforded the opportunity to avail of a similar deal as school secretaries; when 
an update will be provided on this work; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Mark 
Ward. [8327/24]

*89. To ask the Minister for Education if she will examine a case (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [8328/24]

*90. To ask the Minister for Education for an update on the review of the second tender 
report for a school (details supplied); when the school can expect to be contacted on this issue; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [8342/24]

*91. To ask the Minister for Education if she will look into enrolment challenges currently 
being experienced by a school (details supplied) where, even though they have the physical 
space for the children applying to enrol, departmental regulations mean they cannot employ the 
necessary extra teacher required until 2025, which means they are having to turn away children 
who have already completed the 2 ECCE pre-school years, with some children going to almost 
six years of age starting primary school. — Patricia Ryan. [8394/24]

*92. To ask the Minister for Education if she will clarify if there are any plans for the possible 
construction of a secondary school in the area around Prosperous/Clane/ Derrinturn and south 
Kildare; if so, if her Department has identified any possible site, and what stage the process is 
now at. — Patricia Ryan. [8397/24]
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Chun an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán: To the Minister for 
Tourism, Culture; Arts; Gaeltacht; Sport and Media.

*93. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media for assistance 
with a matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Griffin. [8133/24]

*94. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media for assistance 
with a matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Griffin. [8159/24]

*95. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if her 
attention has been drawn to correspondence sent to her office from a person (details supplied) 
concerning the prestigious Polar Medal which was awarded to an Irish born Antarctic explorer; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [8253/24]

*96. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media her views 
on correspondence she has received (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Ged Nash. [8300/24]

Chun an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta: To the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage.

*97. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the details of 
his Department’s role in the national agricultural inspection programme; the details of any 
engagement between his Department, local authorities and the City and County Managers 
Association in 2022, 2023 and 2024 with regard to this programme; the details of any 
engagement between his Department and the EPA in 2022, 2023 and 2024 with regard to this 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8134/24]

*98. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of septic 
tanks inspected, by county, since the inspection scheme was introduced in 2013; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [8149/24]

*99. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the revenue raised 
by each local authority from local property tax for 2023, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [8179/24]

*100. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 280 of 1 February 2024, when he expects the data for 2023 related 
to local authorities income from commercial rates and income from the provision of goods 
and services to be available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. 
[8185/24]

*101. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the current position 
in regard to the introduction of bye-laws/regulations which impact against the interest of a 
person (details supplied); if direct negotiations can be entered into with a view to addressing 
the housing and mooring concerns which should be possible to resolve in an amicable fashion 
without unnecessary financial impact; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [8264/24]
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*102. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the current position in 
regard to the introduction of bye-laws/regulations which impact against the interest of a person 
(details supplied) given that the person concerned has been a resident of Royal Canal, Confey 
for a number of years; if direct negotiations can be entered into with a view to addressing the 
housing and mooring concerns which should be possible to resolve in an amicable fashion 
without unnecessary financial impact; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [8265/24]

*103. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the current position in 
regard to the introduction of bye-laws/regulations which impact against the interest of a person 
(details supplied) given that the person concerned has been a resident of Royal Canal, Confey 
for a number of years; if direct negotiations can be entered into with a view to addressing the 
housing and mooring concerns which should be possible to resolve in an amicable fashion 
without unnecessary financial impact; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [8267/24]

*104. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the current position 
in regard to the introduction of bye-laws/regulations which impact against the interest of persons 
(details supplied) given that the person concerned has been a resident of Royal Canal, Confey 
for a number of years; if direct negotiations can be entered into with a view to addressing the 
housing and mooring concerns which should be possible to resolve in an amicable fashion 
without unnecessary financial impact; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [8281/24]

*105. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the current position in 
regard to the introduction of bye-laws/regulations which impact on a person (details supplied).; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8296/24]

*106. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will reconsider 
his local government ministerial nomination to the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly in 
view of recent matters (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus 
O’Dowd. [8388/24]

Chun an Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Social Protection.

*107. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she would consider reviewing the means 
test around non-contributory and part contributory pensioners who may rent their home and live 
with relations or friends within the framework of the next Budget to incentivise older people who 
have options around moving in with relatives and may have sizeable homes to consider the rental 
market without a serious implication for their income. — Frankie Feighan. [8148/24]

*108. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if any changes to provide childrens’ benefit 
payments to 18-year-olds in full-time education will be backdated for the school year in which 
the change is introduced. — Louise O’Reilly. [8162/24]

*109. To ask the Minister for Social Protection when the ruling concerning the free fuel 
allowance, which states that a household payment can only be paid when the residence is on an 
approved site (publicly or privately owned) with planning permission for the caravan/mobile 
home, was introduced and if this ruling will be reviewed in cases where someone lives in a 
residence without planning permission, such as when an additional mobile home or caravan is 
placed, as these ‘additional’ places of residence are not currently legally distinct households, 
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impacting a person’s eligibility for fuel allowance in view of the current housing crisis and lack 
of availability of houses to rent, and many families find themselves with no option but to move 
a mobile home or caravan onto their parents’ site/land in an effort to avoid homelessness; if an 
exception can be made from this ruling to enable many struggling families to qualify for free fuel 
allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [8266/24]

*110. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider increasing the hours a 
person, in receipt of the full rate of carer’s allowance, is permitted to work from 18 and a half 
hours to 20 hours a week; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Chris Andrews. 
[8333/24]

*111. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details provided) who has been 
denied a benefit payment recently has sufficient contributions to be eligible for a contributory 
pension when they reach 66 years on January of next year; if she will review the decision to 
refuse the benefit payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Creed. 
[8343/24]

*112. To ask the Minister for Social Protection for an update on a carer’s allowance 
application for (details supplied). — Paul McAuliffe. [8351/24]

*113. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a decision on a carer’s 
allowance application (details supplied). — Michael Creed. [8390/24]

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt: To the Minister for Justice.

*114. To ask the Minister for Justice when the decision on an international protection 
application will be made for a person (details supplied); the reason international protection is not 
being expedited for Palestinians; and what psychological and social supports are available to this 
person and other Gazans. — Paul Murphy. [8170/24]

*115. To ask the Minister for Justice if there is legislative provision in place to require 
management companies to take reasonable steps to provide EV charging networks for occupiers. 
— Richard Bruton. [8233/24]

*116. To ask the Minister for Justice when a decision will be made on an application for Irish 
citizenship (details supplied); the reason for the delay in processing the application; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [8239/24]

*117. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of frontline gardaí trained to drive in 
emergency situations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. 
[8174/24]

*118. To ask the Minister for Justice how a person (details supplied) was appointed as a State 
solicitor and then as a judge when there were serious complaints to two separate school boards of 
management; the vetting system for State solicitors and judges; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [8180/24]

*119. To ask the Minister for Justice if she is aware of the significant delays impacting 
working applicants on securing GNIB renewal appointments in Cork county and city; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [8317/24]
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*120. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide, in tabular form, the number of arrests 
effected in the vicinity of the Curragh Camp and firing range, specifically arising from road 
closures associated with the Curragh Camp and firing range, for January to December 2024, and 
to date in 2024; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [8398/24]

Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

*121. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a licence is required to 
import goods into Ireland (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael Ring. [8135/24]

*122. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the schemes available to 
compensate farmers who have suffered substantial losses due to ash dieback; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [8125/24]

*123. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he is aware of a campaign 
(details supplied) in light of stark hen harrier decline; if he will give a Government commitment 
to the protection of this bird of prey before it is too late; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Paul Murphy. [8183/24]

*124. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he is aware of two 
complaints (details supplied) submitted to his office; if he will ensure that his Department 
processes these complaints as a matter of urgency, taking the necessary actions for animal 
welfare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [8187/24]

*125. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his Department’s position on 
banning the use of shock collars with regard to dog training; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Alan Farrell. [8211/24]

*126. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his Department is 
considering the introduction of qualifications and associated regulations with regard to dog 
trainers operating in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. 
[8212/24]

*127. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his Department’s position with 
regard to the development of a national microchipping database with regard to dogs; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [8214/24]

*128. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his Department’s position with 
regard to the development of a centralised database for the use of dog wardens; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [8215/24]

*129. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 47 of 14 December 2023, the status of plans for the introduction of measures to 
protect the sprat fishery, which is concentrated within the six-nautical-mile zone; the total amount 
of sprat caught in 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. 
[8217/24]

*130. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for an update on a payment 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Danny Healy-Rae. [8352/24]
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Chun an Aire Leanaí, Comhionannais, Míchumais, Lánpháirtíochta agus Óige: To the Minister 
for Children, Equality; Disability; Integration and Youth.

*131. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when a 
respite centre for adults will be provided in County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [8188/24]

*132. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when a 
respite centre for children will be provided in County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [8189/24]

*133. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when a 
respite centre for adults will be provided in County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Smith. [8190/24]

*134. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when a 
respite centre for children will be provided in County Cavan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Brendan Smith. [8191/24]

*135. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he is 
aware that the lift in the recently opened library in Portlaoise is not suitable for most wheelchair 
users; is he is also aware that the Chief Executive Officer of Laois County Council has effectively 
stated that no further consideration is to be given to this serious oversight; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [8192/24]

*136. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
advise on a case (details supplied). — Peter Burke. [8268/24]

*137. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth to provide 
information on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged 
Nash. [8362/24]

*138. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
explore in full a proposal to do a technical study of the D hotel in Drogheda to establish if the 
facility can be operated as a dual function hotel accommodating both tourists and international 
protection applicants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [8365/24]

Chun an Aire Sláinte: To the Minister for Health.

*139. To ask the Minister for Health for an update on when the registrations office in the health 
centre in Tullamore will re-open. — Barry Cowen. [8117/24]

*140. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update with regard to the staffing of 
the new community hospital in Ballyshannon; if he is aware that the delay in the opening of this 
state of the art facility is serving to put undue pressure on medical professionals and facilities in 
other hospitals in the north west region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc 
MacSharry. [8121/24]

*141. To ask the Minister for Health if he has reviewed the submission from an organisation 
(details supplied); if he plans to publish a roadmap for service improvement, as has been done for 
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disability services; and if he has considered the proposal for the regulation of CAMHS under the 
Mental Health Act 2001. — Richard Bruton. [8122/24]

*142. To ask the Minister for Health if a scoliosis unit, or taskforce in relation to same, has 
been set up within the Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard 
Bruton. [8123/24]

*143. To ask the Minister for Health for an update and details on medical internships and 
English language courses for Ukrainian doctors; the number of doctors who have been able to 
access this training already and future capacity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Paul Kehoe. [8126/24]

*144. To ask the Minister for Health if Ukrainian doctors are able to access the non-EU GP 
training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [8127/24]

*145. To ask the Minister for Health the number of Ukrainian dentists who have been able to 
secure dental related positions in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
Kehoe. [8128/24]

*146. To ask the Minister for Health the difference between the medical system in Ireland 
versus Germany, France, the Czech Republic, Latvia, Italy, Slovakia and Poland where Ukrainian 
doctors have been able to register and work, secure internships, access English training or take 
up other medical positions as they train, but only a small number have been able to do so in 
Ireland where we are told there is a lack of State funded special language courses for doctors and 
a complicated medical qualification confirmation procedures in comparison with some other EU 
member states; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [8131/24]

*147. To ask the Minister for Health for an update on the case of a person (details supplied); 
and when the person concerned can expect an appointment in the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear 
Hospital, Dublin. — Barry Cowen. [8138/24]

*148. To ask the Minister for Health if he will commission a report on the commercial 
determinants of health; if, like the CMO in Wales, his Department will examine the strategies 
and approaches used to promote products and choices that can have a positive and a negative 
influence on our health; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. 
[8164/24]

*149. To ask the Minister for Health the number of times officials from his Department, in 
health and wellbeing and the food unit, have met with Coimisiún na Meán; if he can outline the 
dates and delegates of each meeting, as well as the topics of discussion; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [8165/24]

*150. To ask the Minister for Health if, and what, industry trade bodies have signed up to the 
Roadmap for Food Product Reformulation in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [8166/24]

*151. To ask the Minister for Health what work is underway in his Department on the 
successor for the Obesity Policy and Action Plan; if he can outline what reviews and evidence 
gathering is underway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. 
[8167/24]
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*152. To ask the Minister for Health what suite of policy options on nutrition for Ireland were 
identified by the WHO to inform the midterm review of the Obesity Policy and Action Plan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [8168/24]

*153. To ask the Minister for Health if his Department is involved in JA PreventNCD, an 
EU initiative bringing together 25 participating nations to tackle non-communicable diseases; if 
so, which unit is responsible for this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise 
O’Reilly. [8169/24]

*154. To ask the Minister for Health the reason a student nurse (details supplied) is not 
entitled to the accommodation allowance to facilitate their work placement; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Peter Burke. [8172/24]

*155. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) can expect to receive an 
appointment for a surgical procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pa Daly. 
[8173/24]

*156. To ask the Minister for Health to provide an update on the Ballyhaunis primary care 
centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [8177/24]

*157. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 1797 of 18 April 
2023, the progress of the vaccine injury compensation scheme for the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8182/24]

*158. To ask the Minister for Health if he will invest in appropriate communication 
technologies to ensure that hospital e-discharges are delivered using Healthmail to support 
a standardised national approach to electronic discharges, such a change would dramatically 
improve patient care and improve efficiency both within hospitals and community settings; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [8194/24]

*159. To ask the Minister for Health if he will engage with the relevant bodies to provide 
funding and support to assist younger GPs to establish practices by providing purpose-built 
GP premises, thereby avoiding substantial capital expenditure on ‘bricks and mortar’ (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [8195/24]

*160. To ask the Minister for Health if he will commission research to determine innovative 
ways to attract GPs into general practice to replace those GPs rapidly approaching retirement 
(details supplied) the use of video consultations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Colm Burke. [8196/24]

*161. To ask the Minister for Health if he will work with the relevant educational and 
professional bodies for the purposes of increasing the number of general practice nurses from the 
current figure of approximately two thousand to four thousand; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Colm Burke. [8199/24]

*162. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to conduct drug harm-reduction campaigns 
aimed at people attending Irish music festivals this summer; his plans to roll out the use of ‘back 
of house’ drug checking through the use of surrender bins, which was piloted last summer; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [8207/24]
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*163. To ask the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) who is having issues with 
hearing aids can get an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Healy-Rae. [8229/24]

*164. To ask the Minister for Health if a date will be given to a person (details supplied) for an 
eye operation in view that the person has been waiting an inordinate length of time to be called to 
either WUH or Whitfield and if the matter can be expedited. — John McGuinness. [8230/24]

*165. To ask the Minister for Health if free HPV vaccine is available for first year students 
only; if funding for this measure ended in December 2023; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — John McGuinness. [8236/24]

*166. To ask the Minister for Health if he will respond to the issues raised in the Alliance of 
Age Sector NGOs report: Taking Stock (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [8238/24]

*167. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 149 of 31 January 
2024, for a breakdown of the number of dentists who left the dental treatment services scheme, 
by year of leaving the scheme and by geographical area in Galway, where they had been 
providing dental care to medical card patients in Galway; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8254/24]

*168. To ask the Minister for Health the number of dentist vacancies in Galway City and 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8255/24]

*169. To ask the Minister for Health the number of dental nurse vacancies in Galway City and 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8256/24]

*170. To ask the Minister for Health the numbers of patients seen in the Cashel minor injury 
unit each year for the past three years; the number of staff available at the unit; the reason why 
the public are never recommended to use Cashel minor injury unit when local hospitals are 
experiencing overcrowding; the efforts taken to advertise and increase the use of this unit; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [8260/24]

*171. To ask the Minister for Health the extent to which it is intended to facilitate the family of 
a person (details supplied) in respect of fair deal scheme charges; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8261/24]

*172. To ask the Minister for Health if he will support the provision of melatonin on the list of 
drugs available under the medical card scheme for people with disabilities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [8262/24]

*173. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on a matter (details supplied). 
— Noel Grealish. [8263/24]

*174. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 662, 663 and 664 
of 15 February 2022, 378 of 10 March 2022 and 796 of 22 March 2022, the number of vacant, 
derelict or otherwise unused properties owned by the HSE, in tabular form; the number of vacant 
assets under review; the number of vacant assets in disposal; the number of retained vacant assets 
and the reason for retention; the name and location of each site; the purpose or former purpose 
of each site; the care services division of the HSE under which the site is registered; the previous 
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use of the site and the year in which the site became disused; the year in which the site came 
into the HSE’s possession and the HSE’s interest in the site whether freehold, leasehold, and if 
leasehold, the type of and length of lease; and the value of the site, where applicable. — David 
Cullinane. [8291/24]

*175. To ask the Minister for Health the operational and planned primary care centres by 
county; the stage at which each planned centre is at and the timeframe for delivery. — David 
Cullinane. [8292/24]

*176. To ask the Minister for Health if a treatment plan at Galway University Hospital or 
another public hospital in this State, for a medical condition will be put in place for a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig Mac Lochlainn. 
[8301/24]

*177. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a service is restored to its former 
level at an early date (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Smith. [8344/24]

Chun an Aire Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nuálaíochta agus Eolaíochta: To the 
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research; Innovation and Science.

*178. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if his Department has made any progress on allowing researchers at technological universities 
access to the single pension scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona 
Murphy. [8116/24]

*179. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if a college fee waiver will be given to a person (details supplied) in order that they can continue 
their studies; if not, how their college fees can be covered for the remainder of their course, 
given they are an international protection applicant; if they will be eligible for the international 
protection student scheme (for FE/HE students) for future semesters; and if there is a way for 
them to access student accommodation now. — Paul Murphy. [8171/24]

*180. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will work with the relevant educational and professional bodies to advance a specific 
rural curriculum and pathway within undergraduate medical education and GP training (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [8197/24]

*181. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will work with the relevant educational and professional bodies to increase the exposure 
time spent by medical students in general practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Colm Burke. [8198/24]

*182. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will review correspondence (detail supplied) and advise a student regarding her rental 
property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [8295/24]
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Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

*183. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development to provide an update on 
her Department’s efforts to conduct a review of the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010, as 
detailed in the Programme for Government; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Alan Farrell. [8213/24]

*184. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will outline any plans 
to develop a successor strategy for the community and voluntary sector given the expiration of 
the sustainable, inclusive and empowered communities strategy this year; if she will outline plans 
in respect of consultation with the sector in the development of the next iteration of this strategy; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [8391/24]

CEISTEANNA, SEACHAS CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH, I 
gCOMHAIR FREAGRA Ó BHÉAL DÉARDAOIN, 22 FEABHRA, 2024 

QUESTIONS, OTHER THAN QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY, FOR ORAL 
ANSWER ON THURSDAY, 22 FEBRUARY, 2024

 
Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt: To the Minister for Justice.

1. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will consider a health impact assessment on the 
Sale of Alcohol Bill. — Thomas Gould. [8368/24]

2. To ask the Minister for Justice to outline her proposals for family law reform, with 
particular reference to the need for an indicative timescale; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8246/24]

3. To ask the Minister for Justice what action her Department is taking to tackle the 
rising levels of cybercrime and online fraud in Ireland; what strategies or initiatives are being 
considered and developed by her Department to enhance digital security and protection of 
citizens personal information; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. 
[8271/24]

4. To ask the Minister for Justice the provision made for leadership development at all 
levels of the Garda force and how leadership development is benchmarked and reported; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [8348/24]

5. To ask the Minister for Justice in regard to delays in probate, what the current waiting 
time is; how many cases are on a waitlist in 2020, 2021, 2023 and 2024 to date, in tabular form; 
the average wait time 2020, 2021, 2023 and 2024 to date, in tabular form; what measures she 
plans to address this; if there are plans to reopen the office to the public; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [8339/24]

6. To ask the Minister for Justice if there are figures on prison capacity and overcrowding 
over the past 12 months. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [8221/24]
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7. To ask the Minister for Justice the work her Department has undertaken in designing a 
solution to integrate immigration permissions and employment permits; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [8274/24]

8. To ask the Minister for Justice to provide an update on the number of gardaí assigned to 
the Carlow District. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [8241/24]

9. To ask the Minister for Justice for an update on the Criminal Legal Aid Bill; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [8379/24]

10. To ask the Minister for Justice for an update on the community-based CCTV system; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [8378/24]

11. To ask the Minister for Justice if opening of the new divisional headquarters at northern 
cross will result in the closure of Coolock Garda station; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [8219/24]

12. To ask the Minister for Justice to provide a breakdown by age of people who have 
been given a ten-year mandatory sentence for drugs issues over the past decade. — Aodhán Ó 
Ríordáin. [8222/24]

13. To ask the Minister for Justice for an update on the proposal to establish a domestic 
violence refuge centre in County Monaghan. — Matt Carthy. [7899/24]

14. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide a regional breakdown of where 
charges for possession of a controlled drug for personal use have been issued in the past five 
years, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Gino Kenny. [8325/24]

15. To ask the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn to the discrepancy 
in treatment of doctors who transitioned from stamp 1 permits to stamp 4 permits prior to the 
introduction of the stamp 1H permit, where those who have a stamp 1H permit can then get a 
two year stamp 4 permit and those who previously had a stamp 1 permit must renew their stamp 
4 permit on an annual basis; if she intends to address this discrepancy; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [8151/24]

16. To ask the Minister for Justice the up-to-date position on the most recent Garda 
recruitment drive; the age and gender demographic breakdown of new applicants; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [8311/24]

17. To ask the Minister for Justice in the recent Coroners (Amendment) Bill 2024, what is 
her rationale for proposing a change of employment status for coroners to designate them as civil 
servants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin. [8270/24]

18. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will establish an independent inquiry into the death 
of a person (details supplied) as mandated by resolutions of Dáil and Seanad Éireann. — Matt 
Carthy. [7900/24]

19. To ask the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 78 of 12 December 
2023, the status of the independent review of part 4 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) 
Act 2017; the status of the recruitment process to replace the individual who had previously 
been engaged to carry out the study; if the new person has been appointed; the timeline for the 
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completion of the review; the timeline for the publication of the final report; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8202/24]

20. To ask the Minister for Justice how her Department plans to address the growing risk of 
legal deserts in counties with no or single digit trainee solicitors; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [8309/24]

21. To ask the Minister for Justice to provide a breakdown on the number of Garda officers, 
by rank, attached to all Meath east Garda stations in 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023, in tabular form; 
the number of Garda officers who retired from Meath east Garda stations in 2020, 2021, 2022 
and 2023, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. 
[8340/24]

22. To ask the Minister for Justice when she intends to report to Government with an 
implementation plan and associated timelines for the development of a fully integrated single 
application process for immigration permissions and employment permits; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [8275/24]

23. To ask the Minister for Justice the up-to-date position regarding the possible posthumous 
pardoning in the historic cases of Poff and Barrett in County Kerry; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [8310/24]

24. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide an update on the legislative 
programme. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [3499/24]

25. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of prisoners sleeping on mattresses in the 
prison system at present; the number of prisoners sleeping more than one to a cell; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [7784/24]

26. To ask the Minister for Justice if she has plans to resource An Garda Síochána to enable 
adequate recruitment levels; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pauline Tully. 
[8381/24]

27. To ask the Minister for Justice what action her Department is taking to improve access 
to alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, such as mediation and arbitration, as a means of 
resolving legal disputes outside of the courts system; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Colm Burke. [8272/24]

28. To ask the Minister for Justice how it is intended to phase in the new community safety 
plans; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [8347/24]

29. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of times in this jurisdiction the EU Dublin 
Regulation has been enforced per annum since September 1997; the number of escorted 
deportations that have occurred since 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Pádraig O’Sullivan. [8158/24]

30. To ask the Minister for Justice how many minors or people aged under 18 years have 
been charged with possession of a controlled drug for personal use for each of the year 2017 to 
2023; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Gino Kenny. [8324/24]
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31. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of people currently in Gaza who have 
permission to remain in Ireland, or who have a visa to live, study or work in Ireland; the steps 
being taken by her Department to assist them in exiting Gaza; the details of any engagement 
between her Department and the Department of Foreign Affairs in this regard since October 2023; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8203/24]

32. To ask the Minister for Justice to indicate the efforts currently in hand to ensure an 
adequate number of Gardai by way of recruitment to ensure the adequate strength of the force; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8247/24]

33. To ask the Minister for Justice how many people received an adult caution for the 
possession of cannabis for personal use since cannabis was included in the adult caution scheme; 
how many people have been brought before the courts for simple possession of cannabis since 
the inclusion of cannabis under the adult caution scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Gino Kenny. [8322/24]

34. To ask the Minister for Justice the current numbers of gardaí for each Cork division in 
February 2024; to confirm the number of gardaí in February 2023 for each Cork division; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [8314/24]

35. To ask the Minister for Justice the steps being taken to reduce overcrowding in the 
prison service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [7783/24]

36. To ask the Minister for Justice her plans to tackle the increasing number of SLAAP 
cases being taken against media outlets in Ireland. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [8242/24]

37. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide extra capacity at the old Cork prison 
site to offset any overcrowding in the new block; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Pádraig O’Sullivan. [8157/24]

38. To ask the Minister for Justice what measures are being considered under the expert 
forum on anti-social behaviour; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias 
Moynihan. [8315/24]

Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

39. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans to impose buffer 
zones around areas where turf cutting is permitted in commonage areas and the effect this will 
have on ACRES payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-
Walsh. [8201/24]

40. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will report on his 
attendance at a meeting (details supplied). — Jackie Cahill. [1699/24]

41. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the progress that has been 
made on sourcing new markets and uses for wool; if he will provide an update on the work of the 
wool committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [8349/24]
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42. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his Department’s efforts to 
increase the number of organic farms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan 
Farrell. [8385/24]

43. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will report on his 
attendance at a meeting (details supplied). — Brendan Smith. [1697/24]

44. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the amount of land afforested 
in 2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023; and the Government’s target for afforestation in 2024. — Matt 
Carthy. [7872/24]

45. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans to tackle food waste. 
— Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [8244/24]

46. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will provide an update 
on the women farmers’ capital investment scheme under TAMS III; if there will be review of 
eligibility criteria for the scheme given low numbers of approved applications; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [8153/24]

47. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason for continuing 
delays in advance payments for participation of ACRES in tranche 1 under general ACRES and 
co-operation ACRES; the rationale on interim payments being made to participants; to provide 
timeline for when calculations will complete to issue full payments due to farmers under ACRES; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [8312/24]

48. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine how the new UK import 
controls are impacting small Irish agri-food businesses. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [8374/24]

49. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of farmers with 
commonage in the ACRES scheme; the number of these that have received a payment to date; 
when the balance of these will receive a payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Éamon Ó Cuív. [7782/24]

50. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will provide an update 
on the proposal to bring forward a solution for the group known as forgotten farmers in view 
that details of the scheme were supposed to be published in Q1 of 2023; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [8152/24]

51. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for clarification on the sheep 
improvement scheme and whether affected hill flock participants that were identified in 2023 will 
have an option open to them for 2024 to select new actions; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [8313/24]

52. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine what new initiatives he plans 
on the farm safety front; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. 
[8350/24]

53. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine about the delayed actions 
that his Department is leading on as part of the climate action plan 2023; the proportion that are 
complete and the proportion that are delayed; if any are still outstanding from the 2021 climate 
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action plan; the expected timeline for delivery for all delayed actions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [8337/24]

54. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he provided additional 
funding for the protection of animal welfare during recent cold weather. — Thomas Gould. 
[8367/24]

55. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will comment on 
agricultural sustainability in the context of the nitrates derogation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [8371/24]

56. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine what consideration his 
Department has given to measures to support succession and generational renewal in agriculture; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [8155/24]

57. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will legislate to ban hare 
coursing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [8357/24]

58. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his Department can provide 
grant aid or any other assistance to Mountrath livestock mart to re-open for business. — Brian 
Stanley. [3927/24]

59. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the extent to which he remains 
satisfied that productive agricultural land currently contributing to food production in this country 
is not decommissioned in favour of climate change objectives and that all possible scientific and 
dietary means are used to ensure carbon reduction without affecting the food-productive capacity 
of this country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8248/24]

60. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status of work to develop 
the new Inshore Fisheries Sector Strategy, in light of the fact that the previous one expired in 
2023; the timeline for the publication of the new Strategy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8250/24]

61. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps his Department 
are taking to address the issue of unchipped horses wandering in urban settings considering the 
Department does not maintain a centralised database in relation to levels of non-compliance 
for failure to microchip equines or the number of horses impounded. — Maurice Quinlivan. 
[5644/24]

62. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for an update on the work of 
the working group on women in agriculture. — Niamh Smyth. [8277/24]

63. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when farmers in the CP areas 
of ACRES who carry out approved “non-profit investments” in 2024 will be reimbursed under the 
scheme; if he will confirm that it will be in 2024; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael McNamara. [8353/24]

64. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans to encourage 
responsible dog ownership. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [8245/24]
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65. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will report on his 
attendance at a meeting (details supplied). — Michael Moynihan. [1698/24]

66. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 33 of 14 December 2023, for an update on the work of the wool council; if the 
€30,000 in Departmental funding has been drawn down to-date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8243/24]

67. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will increase the 
minimum age for the live export of calves to 28 days and the minimum weight to 50 kg; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Brian Leddin. [8321/24]

68. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps being taken to tackle 
the issues of maltreated and unchipped horses in Limerick’s urban areas; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [8360/24]

69. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will provide an update on 
the legislative programme. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [3505/24]

70. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of participants in 
the ACRES scheme for the last year; the number of these that have received a payment broken 
down by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [7781/24]

71. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to report on the resumption of 
beef exports to China following a recent diplomatic visit by the Chinese Premier in January 2024; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [5646/24]

72. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if Cork north central is in 
receipt of funding for projects supporting agri-food tourism initiatives; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [8375/24]

73. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to outline the process and 
timelines for decision surrounding the consultation on trawling activity inside the Six Nautical 
Mile Zone. — Jennifer Whitmore. [7870/24]

74. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the current rate of take-up of 
new farm methods which he regards as key to the Government climate ambitions and the step up 
needed by 2030 to meet the targets. — Richard Bruton. [8346/24]

75. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine following the recent power 
outages in parts of County Leitrim during storm Isha as a result of poorly maintained forests, 
where some areas in County Leitrim were without power for up to six days, what actions he plans 
to take to ensure remediation works are carried out as a matter of urgency and furthermore that 
proper planning is adhered to in the planting of new forests. — Marian Harkin. [8279/24]

76. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he is satisfied with the 
distribution of CAP direct payments whereby the top eight recipients received over €200,000 
each, compared to an average payment of less than €9,657; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Paul Murphy. [8355/24]
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77. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine what recent engagement he has 
had with regard to the residential zoned land tax and the potential impact of same on land actively 
being used for agricultural purposes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Claire 
Kerrane. [8156/24]

78. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine what action his Department 
is taking to improve environmental sustainability on Irish farms, in particular in respect of soil 
health and nutrient management; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. 
[8372/24]

79. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the way his Department 
is encouraging and supporting farmers to put solar panels on their farm buildings to generate 
electricity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [8276/24]

80. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will report on the 
progress of his Department implementing the Working Paper to address challenges related to peat 
supply in the horticulture sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. 
[7871/24]

81. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his Department’s efforts to 
tackle food waste; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [8386/24]

82. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine what efforts his Department 
is making to ensure that farmers are incentivised to create and maintain habitats on farms under 
the Common Agricultural Policy Strategic Plan and the Rural Development Plan. — Darren 
O’Rourke. [8338/24]

83. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his Department has 
considered new measures in the likely context that the sectors for which he has responsibility 
cannot meet the targets in the climate plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Richard Bruton. [8345/24]

84. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will act to reverse the 
reduction in the area under tillage in 2022 in light of the need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
in agriculture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [8356/24]

85. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for an update on the ACRES 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [8376/24]

86. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine given that there is no EU 
funding in place to support farmers to implement the nature restoration law, if he still supports 
this legislation. — Marian Harkin. [8335/24]

87. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the engagement he has had 
with suckler farmers following announced changes to SCEP; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [8154/24]

88. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for an update on the horse 
project in Cork city. — Thomas Gould. [8366/24]
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89. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if it will be necessary for 
Ireland to reduce dairy and beef production to reach our legally binding greenhouse gas emissions 
reductions targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [8358/24]

90. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the situation with respect to 
BALAMI funding for the dredging of Ballycotton Harbour, County Cork; his Department’s role 
in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [8387/24]

91. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine how the sectoral emissions 
reductions targets for agriculture for the first carbon budget period can now be met; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [8354/24]

92. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the extent to which he remains 
satisfied that agri-food imports into this country from whatever source are only allowed from 
countries adhering to similar carbon reduction measures that apply in this jurisdiction; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8249/24]
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