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Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

1. To ask the Taoiseach if he will develop a national security strategy and functioning 
security agency to deal with future security events. — Alan Dillon. [2791/24]

2. To ask the Taoiseach if he will develop a national security strategy and functioning 
security agency to deal with future security events. — Peadar Tóibín. [5111/24]

3. To ask the Taoiseach if he will develop a national security strategy and functioning 
security agency to deal with future security events. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [6207/24]

4. To ask the Taoiseach if he will develop a national security strategy and functioning 
security agency to deal with future security events. — Brendan Smith. [7792/24]

5. To ask the Taoiseach if he will develop a national security strategy and functioning 
security agency to deal with future security events. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [8090/24]

6.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	EU	and	International	Affairs	will	
next meet. — Alan Farrell. [4000/24]

7.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	EU	and	International	Affairs	will	
next meet. — Mick Barry. [5336/24]

8.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	EU	and	International	Affairs	will	
next meet. — Peadar Tóibín. [5112/24]

9.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	EU	and	International	Affairs	will	
next meet. — Ruairí Ó Murchú. [5276/24]

10.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	EU	and	International	Affairs	will	
next meet. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [6208/24]

11.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	EU	and	International	Affairs	will	
next meet. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [6661/24]

12.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	EU	and	International	Affairs	will	
next meet. — Paul Murphy. [6663/24]

13.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	EU	and	International	Affairs	will	
next meet. — Seán Haughey. [7794/24]
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14.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	EU	and	International	Affairs	will	
next meet. — James Lawless. [7796/24]

15.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	EU	and	International	Affairs	will	
next meet. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [8091/24]

16.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	EU	and	International	Affairs	will	
next meet. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7938/24]

17. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his recent discussion with Prime Minister Sunak. — 
Brendan Smith. [5226/24]

18. To ask the Taoiseach the extent of any discussions he has any with the British Prime 
Minister following their recent meeting. — Bernard J. Durkan. [6348/24]

19. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his meeting with UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak. — 
Alan Farrell. [6370/24]

20. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his recent discussion with the UK Prime Minister. — 
Mick Barry. [7449/24]

21. To ask the Taoiseach when the British-Irish Council will next meet. — Mary Lou 
McDonald. [7769/24]

22. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on recent visit to Northern Ireland following the 
restoration of the Executive there; and the discussions he had with British Prime Minister. — 
Seán Haughey. [7793/24]

23. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his meeting with UK Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak. — 
Paul Murphy. [7877/24]

24. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his meeting with UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak. — 
Richard Boyd Barrett. [7880/24]

25. To ask the Taoiseach the extent to which he expects to develop the Shared Island 
Initiative in the context of the resumption of the Assembly. — Bernard J. Durkan. [6347/24]

26. To ask the Taoiseach the extent to which he expects to develop the Shared Island 
Initiative in the context of the resumption of the Assembly. — Mick Barry. [7450/24]

27. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the 3rd Shared Island Forum; 
and the priorities under the Shared Island Initiative in 2024. — Brendan Smith. [7791/24]

28. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the 3rd Shared Island Forum; 
and the priorities under the Shared Island Initiative in 2024. — Cathal Crowe. [7799/24]

29. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the 3rd Shared Island Forum; 
and	the	priorities	under	the	Shared	Island	Initiative	in	2024.	—	Paul	McAuliffe.	[7800/24]
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30. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his engagements at the special meeting of the 
European Council on Ukraine and the EU budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Alan Farrell. [6369/24]

31. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his engagements at the special meeting of the 
European Council on Ukraine and the EU budget. — Mick Barry. [7451/24]

32. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the recent special meeting of 
the European Council on Ukraine. — Seán Haughey. [7795/24]

33. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the recent special meeting of 
the European Council on Ukraine. — James Lawless. [7797/24]

34. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the recent special meeting of 
the European Council on Ukraine. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7798/24]

35. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his engagements at the special meeting of the 
European Council on Ukraine and the EU budget. — Paul Murphy. [7879/24]

36. To ask the Taoiseach to report on his engagements at the special meeting of the 
European Council on Ukraine and the EU budget. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [7882/24]

37. To ask the Taoiseach further to Parliamentary Question No. 44 of 23 January 2024, the 
precise date on which the investigation was concluded and reported to the then Taoiseach. — 
Peadar Tóibín. [6506/24]

38. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee that deals with transport will next 
meet. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [6662/24]

39. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee that deals with transport will next 
meet. — Paul Murphy. [6664/24]

40. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee that deals with transport will next 
meet. — James O’Connor. [7801/24]

41.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Services	
will meet next. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7768/24]

42. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the National Economic and 
Social Council, a statutory agency operating under the aegis of his Department. — Mary Lou 
McDonald. [7770/24]

43. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Health will next meet. — Alan 
Dillon. [7873/24]

44. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the legislative programme. — 
Peadar Tóibín. [5113/24]

45. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the legislative programme. — Cian 
O’Callaghan. [5297/24]
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46. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the legislative programme. — 
Ruairí Ó Murchú. [6306/24]

47. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the legislative programme. — Marc 
Ó Cathasaigh. [6209/24]

48. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the legislative programme. — Paul 
Murphy. [7878/24]

49. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the legislative programme. — 
Richard Boyd Barrett. [7881/24]

CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH 
QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY

Chun an Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Social Protection.

50.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 to	 clarify	 what	 those	 who	 are	 beneficiaries	
of the temporary protection directive will be entitled to upon the elapsing of the temporary 
protection directive, and what preparations her Department are undertaking for this date. — 
Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [8088/24]

51. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if, in light of the recent Government decision 
to	grant	payments	of	child	benefit,	she	will	work	with	her	counterpart,	the	Minister	for	Children,	
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, and consider fast tracking the proposed payment to 
foster carers. — Sean Sherlock. [8074/24]

52. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the fact that standard 
disregards for maintenance that apply in the means testing of other payments, do not apply in the 
means testing of the guardians payment non-contributory. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [8089/24]

53. To ask the Minister for Social Protection for an update on the long-term carers 
contribution scheme; the number of applications received to date; the number approved; 
the number rejected; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. 
[8028/24]

54. To ask the Minister for Social Protection her current policy regarding the carer’s 
allowance (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Collins. 
[8086/24]

CEISTEANNA EILE 
OTHER QUESTIONS

Chun an Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Social Protection.

55. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the measures that are being taken to tackle the 
back log of appointment requests for public services cards in County Cork as it is ten years since 
the roll-out and a high volume of renewals is required; the progress that is being made to have an 
on-line application and renewal system available for public services cards; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [7936/24]
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56. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an update on the 
establishment of an interdepartmental working group with the Department of Health to examine 
and review the system of means testing for carer payments and related schemes; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Ruairí Ó Murchú. [7231/24]

57. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the extent to which she is aware of a tendency 
to refuse applications for carers allowance/disability allowance, which subsequently go to appeal, 
causing delays resulting in hardship; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [7787/24]

58. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated amount her Department spent 
on the hot school meals programme in schools in Cork east in 2023; the total number of pupils 
who	 benefited	 in	 the	 same	 schools;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	 James	
O’Connor. [7858/24]

59. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline the detail of the expansion of 
child	benefit	for	over	18s	in	full-time	education;	if	she	will	address	how	the	scheme	will	apply	to	
18 year olds who have turned 18 years before 1 May 2024; and if she will make a statement on 
the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7851/24]

60. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an update with respect to 
the Green Paper on Disability which has been drafted by her Department; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [7912/24]

61. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will extend the free travel scheme to 
children	 for	 whom	 child	 benefit	 is	 paid,	 and	 in	 the	 case	 of	 young	 children	 and	 their	 travel	
companions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [7898/24]

62. To ask the Minister for Social Protection for an update on her Department’s work on 
combatting energy poverty. — Gary Gannon. [7892/24]

63. To ask the Minister for Social Protection when primary schools not included in the April 
2024 hot meals scheme expansion will have an opportunity to formally express their interest 
in availing of the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brian Leddin. 
[7862/24]

64. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the work that remains in the process of 
introducing the auto-enrolment pension scheme. — Gary Gannon. [7893/24]

65. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to provide an update on the roll-out of the hot 
school meals programme. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [7916/24]

66. To ask the Minister for Social Protection her views on whether the domiciliary care 
allowance	payment	of	€340	per	month	is	sufficient	to	care	for	a	child	with	a	severe	disability	that	
requires full time care and attention. — Gary Gannon. [7889/24]

67. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will extend the free travel scheme to 
all social welfare recipients; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. 
[7897/24]
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68. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a poverty impact assessment was carried 
out	 into	 extending	 child	 benefit	 to	 18	 year-olds	 in	 full-time	 education	 or	 training	 compared	 to	
extending it to 16, 17 and 18 year-olds not in full-time education or training; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [7895/24]

69. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an update on the work to 
operationalise the recommendations in the review of the reasonable accommodation fund and the 
disability awareness support scheme, and the plans to launch a reformed scheme this year; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Ruairí Ó Murchú. [7230/24]

70. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she intends to add additional schemes to 
those currently deemed non-assessable income with regard to farm assist; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7886/24]

71.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	will	extend	child	benefit	to	16,	17	and	18	
year-olds not in full-time education or training; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Paul Murphy. [7894/24]

72. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to outline the changes to the State contributory 
pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [7876/24]

73. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to provide an update on the Green Paper 
on Reform of Disability Payments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire 
Kerrane. [7802/24]

74. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to consider increasing the weekly earnings 
disregard	for	disability	allowance	recipients	as	when	using	the	benefit	of	work	estimator	(details	
supplied) recipients seem to have less take home now post budget than before; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Christopher O’Sullivan. [7804/24]

75. To ask the Minister for Social Protection for an update in relation to the roll out of hot 
school meals. — Ciarán Cannon. [7884/24]

76. To ask the Minister for Social Protection for an update on the hot school meals 
programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [7875/24]

77.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Social	Protection	 if	 the	expanded	child	benefit	payments	up	 to	
the age of 19 years includes those in third level education. — Emer Higgins. [7785/24]

78. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to provide an update on the implementation of 
the	new	pay-related	jobseeker’s	benefit	system;	how	this	reform	is	improving	the	social	welfare	
system	for	persons	with	a	strong	work	history	so	they	can	receive	enhanced	benefits	if	they	lose	
their employment; what measures are being taken to ensure its successful implementation; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [7455/24]

79. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason the Irish Sign Language Act voucher 
scheme is to be suspended. — Thomas Gould. [7906/24]

80. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the-up-to date position on the hot school meals 
programme; if she will provide details of the scheme in County Kerry; her future plans for Kerry 
schools;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7852/24]
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81. To ask the Minister for Social Protection her plans to expand and develop the 
community employment scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — David 
Stanton. [7805/24]

82. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider undertaking a pilot to 
inviting people to check if they are getting their full entitlements and targeting categories of 
persons who may be more likely to be missing out, perhaps in cooperation with other public 
bodies	who	may	experience	underpayment	of	benefits;	and	 if	 she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter. — Richard Bruton. [7860/24]

83. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of families in Cork city and county 
that	 have	 benefited	 from	 the	 double	 child	 benefit	 payment	 in	 December	 2023,	 and	 from	 the	
January 2024 cost of living bonus, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Pádraig O’Sullivan. [7774/24]

84.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	for	an	update	on	the	changes	 to	child	benefit	
for 18 year-olds. — Ciarán Cannon. [7883/24]

85.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Social	Protection	 if	 she	has	considered	whether	 illness	benefit	
can be extended to self-employed persons. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [7913/24]

86. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to outline her plans to expand and develop the 
TÚS initiative; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [7806/24]

87. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an update on the legislative 
programme. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [3501/24]

88. To ask the Minister for Social Protection whether she has considered the situation of 
those	 providing	 kinship	 care,	 and	 the	 discrepancy	 between	 the	 financial	 supports	 provided	 to	
kinship carers by comparison to non-familial foster carers. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [7915/24]

89.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	will	consider	allowing	children	suffering	
hair loss to avail of the grants for wigs based on their parents PRSI contributions. — Emer 
Higgins. [7786/24]

90. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she has considered initiatives to identify the 
extent of underclaiming of entitlements from her Department by categories such the low paid at 
work, by carers, and by pensioners, for whom rules of entitlement may be poorly understood; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [7859/24]

91.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Social	Protection	 if	she	will	outline	 the	specifics	regarding	 the	
pension entitlements being worked on for carers by her Department presently; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7584/24]

92. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person (details supplied) who 
claimed	 jobseeker’s	 benefit	 for	 self-employed	 and	 exhausted	 that	 benefit,	 is	 treated	 differently	
from	 a	 person	 who	 claimed	 jobseeker’s	 benefit	 and	 exhausted	 that	 benefit	 when	 applying	 for	
the	 benefit	 for	 65	 year-olds;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Christopher	
O’Sullivan. [7803/24]
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93. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if, in light of recent court judgements, she 
intends to provide State pension entitlements to the long-term non-married partners of deceased 
persons. — Matt Carthy. [7885/24]

94. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will carry out a poverty impact 
assessment	 of	 extending	 child	 benefit	 to	 16,	 17	 and	 18	 year-olds	 not	 in	 full-time	 education	 or	
training; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [7896/24]

95. To ask the Minister for Social Protection when it is intended to introduce changes to 
means testing based on the report being prepared by her Department on means testing; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [7780/24]

96. To ask the Minister for Social Protection in light of her announcement that the free travel 
scheme is to be extended this July to people who have never been able to drive due to a disability, 
her views on the idea to expand the free travel scheme to the shared bike and e-bike schemes in 
towns and cities across the country to the same cohort; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brian Leddin. [7861/24]

97. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the fact that standard 
disregards for maintenance that apply in the means testing of other payments do not apply in the 
means testing of the guardians payment non-contributory. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [7914/24]

98. To ask the Minister for Social Protection what measures will be taken to respond 
adequately to the report carried out by the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission, and 
presented to the United Nations, which found that the State was failing to address the root causes 
of poverty through its ‘’short-term, emergency and temporary measures”. — Gary Gannon. 
[7890/24]

99. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the extent to which she might review cases 
where	a	contributory	State	pension	was	refused	on	the	grounds	of	insufficient	contributions,	with	
particular reference to allowing partial payment in line with the level of contributions; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [7788/24]

100. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to provide an update on the Government’s 
‘Roadmap for Social Inclusion 2020-2025’; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Alan Farrell. [4001/24]

101. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to report on the latest meeting of the Smart 
Energy Steering Group; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. 
[7856/24]

102. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to provide details on the steps her Department 
is	taking	in	addressing	the	‘cliff-edges’	in	welfare	systems;	as	she	is	aware	these	‘cliff-edges’	in	
the	 welfare	 systems	 are	 where	 benefit	 entitlements	 and	 other	 supports	 are	 withdrawn	 sharply;	
these	 ‘cliff-edges’	 disincentivise	 individuals	 from	 increasing	 their	work	hours	 or	 accepting	pay	
rises	as	they	might	end	up	financially	worse	off	due	to	the	sudden	loss	of	benefits;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [7456/24]

103. To ask the Minister for Social Protection for an update on the Irish sign language 
voucher scheme and when will it be introduced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Pádraig O’Sullivan. [7775/24]
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104. To ask the Minister for Social Protection for an update on the measures being taken to 
support low-income families, such as increases in weekly social welfare payments, an increase 
in the domiciliary care allowance, and increases in the income thresholds for the working family 
payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [7457/24]

105. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated amount her Department spent on 
the farm assist payment in Cork east in 2023; the total number of recipients in Cork east for the 
same year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — James O’Connor. [7857/24]

106. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider including adult dependent 
recipients who are 80 years and over for increase of payment which presently is only available to 
State pension recipients over 80 years and over; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Aindrias Moynihan. [7935/24]

107.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	for	an	update	on	plans	to	extend	child	benefit	
for those continuing in secondary education but who have turned 18 years of age; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7585/24]

108. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the progress made to date with the review 
of means testing of social protection schemes; when the report arising from this review will be 
published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [7779/24]

109. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of applications received by her 
Department under the humanitarian assistance scheme in respect of Galway city and county since 
the	flooding	in	Galway	in	November	2023;	the	amount	paid	out	to-date	under	the	scheme	to	the	
residents of Galway city and county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [7854/24]

110. To ask the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 115 of 
7 December 2023, for a status update on his Department’s engagement with representatives of 
community employment supervisors and Tús supervisors with a view to resolving the pay gap; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [7853/24]

111. To ask the Minister for Social Protection for an update on the supports provided to 
family carers. — Thomas Gould. [7887/24]

CEISTEANNA LE hAGHAIDH FREAGRAÍ SCRÍOFA 
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER

Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

*112. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change 
will meet next. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7772/24]

*113. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Government Co-ordination will 
next meet. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7773/24]

*114. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Brexit and Northern Ireland will 
next meet. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7771/24]
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*115. To ask the Taoiseach if he will ensure that the Covid-19 inquiry terms of reference 
comply with domestic and international human rights law; what steps will be taken to ensure the 
inquiry is carried out with full transparency to the public; and if the inquiry will be chaired by a 
Judge or someone of a similar standing with knowledge of the State’s investigative obligations. 
— Holly Cairns. [7723/24]

*116. To ask the Taoiseach if the Covid-19 inquiry will give formal status to bereaved families 
and	other	 interested	parties	who	have	 suffered	 as	 a	 result	 of	Covid-19;	 and	 to	detail	 how	 such	
groups will be permitted to participate and contribute to the inquiry. — Holly Cairns. [7724/24]

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha: To the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs.

*117.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	 Affairs	 if	 he	 will	 clarify	 the	 position	
regarding the Safety of Rwanda (Asylum and Immigration) Bill; if the proposed legislation, and 
in particular provisions restricting recourse to the courts, is compatible with the Good Friday 
Agreement’s guarantees on rights safeguards and equality of opportunity; and if he will report 
on his engagement with the British Government in respect of the proposed legislation. — Ivana 
Bacik. [7429/24]

*118.	 To	ask	 the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	 for	Foreign	Affairs	when	a	decision	will	be	made	 in	
relation to an application for a passport from a person in County Galway (details suppled); the 
reason for the delay in issuing this passport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Éamon Ó Cuív. [7438/24]

*119.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	given	his	statement	of	26	January	
2024 when he recalled the commitment by Dáil Éireann to “strongly consider intervention” 
in	 the	 South	Africa	 case	 at	 the	 ICJ,	 and	 stated	 that	 he	 had	 asked	 his	 officials	 to	 prepare	 legal	
advice for his consideration on an “urgent basis”; if he will brief Dáil Éireann on the detailed 
particulars of the legal advice he has sought; if he will provide that legal advice to Dáil Éireann; 
if he will outline a deadline for the State’s decision regarding an intervention in the ICJ case, 
in the context of the slaughter of 30,000 Palestinians by Israel, the almost total destruction of 
civilian infrastructure and, now, the spread of famine and disease among a weak and vulnerable 
population; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [7448/24]

*120.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 if	 the	 Government	 and	 the	 EU	
as a block will agree to call for an international declaration and statement calling on the Israeli 
government to lift its restriction on supplies of insulin and all other diabetes supplies and all other 
medications for long term medical conditions entering Gaza immediately; if he will detail any 
concrete and practical actions the Government has taken in this regard to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [7479/24]

*121.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	 Affairs	 what	 engagement	 he	 and	 his	
Department has had regarding escalating violence and displacement in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [7545/24]

*122.	 To	ask	 the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	 for	Foreign	Affairs	 if	he	believes	further	action	from	
Ireland is warranted following attacks from Israel on civilians in Rafah; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [7598/24]
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*123.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	if	in	the	instance	of	a	first	passport	
application	 there	 is	 a	 necessity	of	 the	 identity	verification	 form	 section	7	 to	be	witnessed	by	 a	
member of An Garda Síochána or whether any witness from the list provided on the gov.
ie website is suitable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. 
[7626/24]

*124.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	further	 to	Parliamentary	Question	
No. 136 of 13 February 2024, what steps were taken to ensure that the aircraft is unarmed; that it 
carries no arms, ammunition or explosives; that it does not engage in intelligence gathering; that 
the	flight	in	question	does	not	form	part	of	a	military	exercise	or	operation,	especially	as	no	US	
military aircraft ever leaves its bases in the US or its foreign bases around the world unless it is 
on a military operation or on a military exercise, and that US soldiers travelling to war zones on 
these military aircraft are normally required to bring their personal weapons with them; and how 
he reconciles these DFA restrictions on military aircraft with the fact that successive Ministers for 
Transport since 2001 have been approving the transit of over three million US soldiers through 
Shannon Airport on civilian aircraft on contract to the US military and approving the fact that 
most	of	the	US	soldiers	are	carrying	their	personal	automatic	rifles	with	them	on	these	aircraft.	—	
Mairéad Farrell. [7813/24]

*125.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 if	 there	 are	 plans	 to	 appoint	 a	
cultural	officer	to	the	Embassy	of	Ireland	based	in	Rome.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[7849/24]

*126.	 To	 ask	 the	Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 if	 he	 has	 raised	 his	 concerns	 in	
relation to war crimes being committed by Israel in Rafah with the Israeli ambassador; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7904/24]

*127.	 To	ask	 the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	 for	Foreign	Affairs	 the	 reason	 there	 is	no	phone	 line	
available for the travel emergency section of his Department; how individuals experiencing travel 
emergencies who cannot operate email are able to engage with this section; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [8002/24]

*128.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	 Affairs	 for	 an	 update	 on	 passport	
applications and processing times presently; if these are expected to change coming into 
the holiday season; how many applications were processed to date this year; how many are 
outstanding and currently in waiting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh 
Smyth. [8025/24]

*129.	 To	 ask	 the	Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	Foreign	Affairs	 to	outline	what	was	discussed	 at	
his meeting with UNWRA recently; whether extra money will be allocated; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [8069/24]

Chun an Aire Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide: To the Minister for the Environment, 
Climate and Communications.

*130. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications what will 
happen to funds gathered under the new deposit return scheme that are not reclaimed by the 
purchaser; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Paul Phelan. [7433/24]

*131. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the anticipated 
emissions from domestic aviation per year from 2022 to 2030 and the projected reductions with 
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existing measures and with additional measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Eoin Ó Broin. [7470/24]

*132. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if his 
Department has estimated how much in deposits charged on cans and bottles under the deposit 
return scheme will not be refunded to customers; if his Department has estimated how many 
bottles and cans under the scheme will be recycled through green bins and therefore not see a 
refund to the customer; what assessment there has been of the accessibility of the scheme 
for those with mobility issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mick Barry. 
[7523/24]

*133. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the date in 
February 2024 that the new low-cost home energy upgrade loan scheme will be launched. — 
Robert Troy. [7530/24]

*134. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the new low 
cost home energy upgrade loan scheme, announced on 26 October 2023, will commence this 
month; and, if not, when the new scheme will commence. — Ivana Bacik. [7544/24]

*135. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if schools are 
eligible to apply for Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland grants to reduce their energy costs 
and greenhouse emissions. — Pauline Tully. [7549/24]

*136. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications whether he has 
a view in relation to broadband issues (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [7575/24]

*137. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications to outline the 
number of islanded data centres that are already connected to the gas grid; those that contracted to 
connect; those that are seeking contract to connect; and for each category, the amount of capacity 
involved, in tabular form. — Eoin Ó Broin. [7671/24]

*138. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications how much jet 
kerosene was imported into Ireland annually from 2010 to 2023. — Eoin Ó Broin. [7810/24]

*139. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications to provide an 
update on the Energy Poverty Steering Group; how many times it has met since its inception; to 
provide a breakdown of departments and agencies that were present at each meeting; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [7819/24]

*140. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications to report on the 
work of the Energy Poverty Steering Group; to what extend the group has evaluated the various 
SEAI	retrofitting	schemes;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	
[7820/24]

*141. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications for an update on 
the legislative programme within his Department. — Catherine Murphy. [7845/24]

*142. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the details of 
the travel that he has undertaken outside Ireland from June 2020 when he took up his Ministerial 
position to date; the exact locations that he has travelled to; the reason for same; the mode of 



755

P.T.O

travel used, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. 
[7867/24]

*143. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications for details on 
how the Government envision community electricity generation projects to raise funds for 
the	 construction	 of	 such	 projects;	 if	 the	Government	 have	 any	 plans	 to	 create	 green	 financing	
packages	 that	 will	 allow	 such	 projects	 to	 access	 funds	 to	 ensure	 such	 projects	 are	 financially	
viable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [7977/24]

*144. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if there is any 
financial	assistance/credits	available	to	be	put	towards	the	electricity	bills	of	parents	of	seriously	
ill children who depend upon high electric usage medical equipment 24/7 for survival. — Alan 
Kelly. [7991/24]

*145. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of 
households, per county, who are currently approved for works under the warmer homes scheme 
for which the works have yet to commence. — Sorca Clarke. [8107/24]

*146. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of 
households approved for works under the warmer homes scheme, in tabular form per county for 
the years 2022, 2023 and to date in 2024. — Sorca Clarke. [8108/24]

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Cosanta: To the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence.

*147. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence the timeframe required for the conclusion 
of Columb Barracks to be transferred to the LDA for the purposes of providing housing and 
associated social/community developments. — Robert Troy. [7548/24]

*148. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence if he will provide the reasons a civilian a 
plane visited the Irish Air Corps headquarters at Casement Aerodrome in 2004 (details supplied); 
if he will also provide the origin departure airport and any stops of this aeroplane as well as the 
original intended destination airport in Ireland; and if he will also provide the passenger and crew 
list. — Catherine Murphy. [7714/24]

*149. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence in relation to the NATO Partnerships for 
Peace agreements and the attempt to increase Ireland’s Defence Forces interoperability with 
NATO standards and systems, if these agreements have any requirements for arms, equipment, 
systems or other infrastructure to be procured from manufacturers in NATO members states; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [7814/24]

*150. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence the refurbishment works that will be 
carried out at both Casement Aerodrome and Haulbowline Navy Base during 2024; and the 
nature of these works that will be carried out at both locations, in tabular form. — Catherine 
Murphy. [7842/24]

*151. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence the plans that are in place for capital 
investment in defence capability in 2024. — Catherine Murphy. [7843/24]

*152. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence if he will report on the recent monitoring 
by the Naval Service of a Russian oil tanker of the west coast of Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7901/24]
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*153. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence his proposals to support the work of 
veterans associations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7902/24]

*154. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence the number of people who retired from 
the Defence Forces in each of the years 2019 to date, by rank and by years of service, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7903/24]

*155. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence the legislative basis on which he approves 
Irish participation in EU battlegroups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt 
Carthy. [7950/24]

*156. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence the legislative basis on which he approves 
Irish participation in NATO Partnership for Peace and the Individual Tailored Partnership 
Programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7951/24]

*157. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence if he will report on Ireland’s new 
agreement with NATO; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7952/24]

*158. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence if the recent recruitment campaign 
undertaken for the Naval Service covered the Philippines; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [8063/24]

*159. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence if he has discussed the number of members 
of the Reserve Defence Forces; the actions that have been taken to increase them; if could outline 
the plan for 2024 to increase the number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim 
O’Callaghan. [8064/24]

*160. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence for an update on the process to change 
the triple lock mechanism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. 
[8065/24]

Chun an Aire Iompair: To the Minister for Transport.

*161. To ask the Minister for Transport to provide an update on the progression of proposed 
Bus Connects routes for Wicklow (details supplied), including an operational timeline for each 
and an estimated deadline for expected completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Jennifer Whitmore. [7440/24]

*162. To ask the Minister for Transport to publish the State Action for Aviation Emissions 
Reduction which should have been submitted in 2021 to the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation. — Eoin Ó Broin. [7471/24]

*163. To ask the Minister for Transport what plans can be put in place to reduce the backlog 
for driving test appointments; if consideration is being given for appointments to be made 
available at weekends and evenings as a temporary measure to try to reduce the backlog; if the 
testers who were employed in 2023 are helping to reduce the backlog; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — John Lahart. [7480/24]

*164. To ask the Minister for Transport how many public lanes across all local authorities, 
which have applied for the community involvement scheme and have been approved, but are 



757

P.T.O

awaiting funding to complete the works for each local authority, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [7547/24]

*165. To ask the Minister for Transport the current status of the Claregalway Inner Relief Road 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [7562/24]

*166. To ask the Minister for Transport with regard to an RSA media advertisement (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [7576/24]

*167. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will reduce the toll charges on the Dublin port 
tunnel	during	rush	hours	in	order	to	ensure	that	less	traffic	travels	through	the	city	centre;	and	if	
he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7631/24]

*168. To ask the Minister for Transport the current status of the initiative to establish a rail 
service between Navan and Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny 
Guirke. [7632/24]

*169. To ask the Minister for Transport the steps that have been taken to alleviate the driver 
test backlog; if tests are being carried out on weekends and evenings; if the additional testers 
from October 2023 are making an impact; and if so, what is this impact; if it is possible for the 
RSA to make temporary changes to third learner permits where they last two years rather than 
one, given it is not possible to achieve a test appointment within the lifetime of that permit and 
if he will request for the RSA to come before the Oireachtas Transport Committee in 2024 to 
explain the backlog. — Paul Murphy. [7680/24]

*170.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 if	 he	 will	 confirm	 that	 Go	 Ahead	 Ireland,	 which	
operates the 120 bus service from Edenderry to Dublin via Celbridge, is authorised by his 
Department and by the NTA to reduce capacity since around 29 January 2024 by 13 passengers 
through denying access to 13 seats to the rear of the coach used (details supplied). — Paul 
Murphy. [7715/24]

*171. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will inform this Deputy whether the arbitrary 
reduction of capacity to the 120 bus service, which is turning the already under-capacity service 
into an unusable one for commuters, is in accordance with the contractual obligations under 
which Go Ahead Ireland operates the service. — Paul Murphy. [7716/24]

*172. To ask the Minister for Transport if the reduced capacity of the 120 bus service has been 
authorised by his Department and by the NTA; if so, if he will make a statement as to why it has 
been authorised, as it has caused a member of the public to be unable to board this bus on several 
occasions,	along	with	a	number	of	other	people	who	were	 then	significantly	 late	 for	work	as	a	
result. — Paul Murphy. [7717/24]

*173. To ask the Minister for Transport what sanctions will apply to Go Ahead Ireland if the 
company has been breaching its contractual obligations for the 120 bus service. — Paul Murphy. 
[7718/24]

*174. To ask the Minister for Transport what action he will take to ensure that full capacity 
is immediately restored on the 120 Service operated by a company (details supplied). — Paul 
Murphy. [7719/24]
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*175. To ask the Minister for Transport whether his attention has been drawn to the current 
lack of bus services on Sherkin Island; what actions his Department are taking to restore access 
to public transport on the Island; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. 
[7739/24]

*176. To ask the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary Question No. 264 of 17 
January 2024, if he will contact the Road Safety Authority and request that it urgently replies 
to the query in relation to an applicant for a CPC test stating that the matter was being referred 
to the RSA for direct reply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. 
[7809/24]

*177. To ask the Minister for Transport if additional funding will be made available for the 
construction of the Dunkettle Road active travel scheme phase 2 in Glanmire, Cork in 2024; 
whether his Department is aware that there is approximately a 500 metres section of uncompleted 
walkway/cycleway at this location; whether his Department is aware that completion of this gap 
would connect residential areas in Glanmire to a school (details supplied) and the Little Island 
business	district,	as	such,	completion	is	strategically	significant;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [7818/24]

*178. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update on the extension of the 
Luas to Bray; and if he will outline the enabling infrastructure required for this extension. — 
Catherine Murphy. [7838/24]

*179. To ask the Minister for Transport for an update on the legislative programme within his 
Department. — Catherine Murphy. [7839/24]

*180. To ask the Minister for Transport if he is aware of the local demand for a more frequent 
56A bus service, given that currently this route is only scheduled to run every 75 minutes; if he 
will instruct the NTA to make this route a more frequent service in peak commute times; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [7863/24]

*181. To ask the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary Question No. 187 of 23 
January 2024, to seek an update on the establishment of an NCT testing centre (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [7907/24]

*182. To ask the Minister for Transport if he is aware that fully electric cars are unable to 
attain an SPSV licence; if he will resolve this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
—	Francis	Noel	Duffy.	[7919/24]

*183. To ask the Minister for Transport if a bus service could be provided for residents in 
Portmarnock, Malahide and Swords that would terminate at Beaumont Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [7947/24]

*184. To ask the Minister for Transport his plans to introduce a requirement on HGVs 
operating in Dublin city centre to eliminate all blind spots by adding camera equipment and 
other enhancements to driver vision, similar to the direct vision standard and HGV safety permit 
scheme operating in most of greater London; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Neasa Hourigan. [7954/24]

*185. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will consider reviewing a proposal (details 
supplied) further in relation to driver licence exchange agreement with the USA, considering the 
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precedent which has already been agreed with Canada,; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [7962/24]

*186. To ask the Minister for Transport for an update on a matter regarding cash payments for 
driver licence renewal (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Danny 
Healy-Rae. [7968/24]

*187. To ask the Minister for Transport if additional funding will be made available in 2024 
for construction of the Leghenaghmore road improvement scheme, given that part 8 planning was 
approved by Cork City Council in 2021 and that there is currently no continuous footpath by 
which residents can exit their estates safely other than in a car in what is now a large residential 
area with further housing in the pipeline; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa 
Hourigan. [7983/24]

*188. To ask the Minister for Transport if he, in conjunction with the relevant Departments, 
will give consideration to rolling out a scheme to enable disabled people, who drive adapted 
vehicles, to upgrade to electric vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cathal 
Crowe. [7985/24]

*189. To ask the Minister for Transport the steps he is taking to provide daily local bus 
services between Kealkill and Bantry, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Holly Cairns. [8001/24]

*190. To ask the Minister for Transport if there are any measures that can be applied to a 
person who has severe anxiety when taking driving test and if there are any particular supports 
that can be put in place for a person who has no issue with driving but has very severe anxiety 
which results in failing the test (details supplied). — Kathleen Funchion. [8006/24]

*191. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will consider an independent body to deal with 
complaints to the DAA in regard to noise pollution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Marian Harkin. [8038/24]

*192. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will outline the proposals by his Department for a 
property (details supplied). — Michael Creed. [8040/24]

*193. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of bus drivers employed under the PSO 
Bus Éireann contract in Cork city in February 2010, February 2015, February 2022, February 
2023 and currently in tabular form. — Thomas Gould. [8045/24]

*194. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of drivers rostered on a daily basis as 
‘spare drivers’ under the PSO contract in Cork city. — Thomas Gould. [8046/24]

*195. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of cancellations of scheduled bus routes 
under the PSO contract in Cork city in each of the past six weeks. — Thomas Gould. [8047/24]

*196.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	 the	cost	 in	fines	issued	to	Bus	Éireann	by	reason	for	
fine	for	the	PSO	contract	in	Cork	city	in	each	of	the	past	12	months,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	
Gould. [8048/24]
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*197.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	overall	cost	in	fines	paid	by	Bus	Éireann	by	reason	
for	fine	 for	 the	PSO	contract	 in	Cork	city	 in	each	of	 the	past	five	years	 respectively,	 in	 tabular	
form. — Thomas Gould. [8049/24]

*198. To ask the Minister for Transport the protections he has put in place to prevent further 
privatisation of bus routes. — Thomas Gould. [8050/24]

*199. To ask the Minister for Transport to outline each of the bus routes that was contracted 
to Bus Éireann previously but is now under a private commercial operator including year the 
contracted operator changed, in tabular form. — Thomas Gould. [8051/24]

*200. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of complaints received by Bus Éireann 
for issues not related to driver conduct in each of the past 12 months for services in Cork city. — 
Thomas Gould. [8052/24]

*201. To ask the Minister for Transport the funding provided to Bus Éireann for the PSO bus 
route	 in	Cork	 city,	 by	 year,	 in	 tabular	 form	 for	 each	of	 the	 past	 five	 years.	—	Thomas	Gould.	
[8053/24]

*202. To ask the Minister for Transport the last date a review was undertaken of the PSO 
process for bus routes. — Thomas Gould. [8054/24]

Chun an Aire Airgeadais: To the Minister for Finance.

*203.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	when	the	new	primary	medical	certificate	criteria	will	be	
introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Canney. [7417/24]

*204. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will facilitate appellants to the primary medical 
certificate	decision	by	having	the	medical	assessment	appeals	board	disclose	their	qualifications	
to enable them sit on the appeals board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán 
Canney. [7418/24]

*205. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will facilitate appellants by having the medical 
assessment	appeals	board	on	the	primary	medical	certificate	sit	in	locations	around	the	country	to	
allow easy access for people with a disability; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Seán Canney. [7419/24]

*206. To ask the Minister for Finance the amounts paid by the State to Irish banks in all Covid 
related	supports	from	March	2020	to	date;	if	a	breakdown	will	be	provided.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[7454/24]

*207. To ask the Minister for Finance his plans to prevent us becoming a cashless society 
when it comes to taking money in outlets; his views on same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7486/24]

*208. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will provide a schedule of NAMA owned and or 
controlled	assets	that	are	currently	being	used	by	the	Department	of	Children	and	Youth	Affairs.	
— Catherine Murphy. [7494/24]

*209. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of successful claims under the help to-buy 
scheme per annum per local authority area for each year since its inception; if the number of 
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unsuccessful applications per local authority area will also be provided; and if he will make a 
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7543/24]

*210. To ask the Minister for Finance if he is aware that loan owners (vulture funds) are not 
subject to the provisions of the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 
2018	where	 they	confer	 legal	 title	of	 the	 loan	 to	 the	credit	 servicing	firms	but	 retain	beneficial	
ownership; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [7563/24]

*211. To ask the Minister for Finance if he is aware that loan owners (vulture funds) are not 
required	 to	be	 regulated	when	 they	maintain	beneficial	ownership	of	a	 loan	but	have	conferred	
legal	title	of	the	loan	to	the	credit	servicing	firms;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
— Pearse Doherty. [7564/24]

*212. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of complaints made against loan owners to 
the FSPO which were not investigated on the grounds of the conduct occurring prior to January 
2019, with respect to complaints in each of the years 2013 to 2023. — Pearse Doherty. [7565/24]

*213. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of complaints made against credit servicing 
firms	 to	 the	FSPO	which	were	not	 investigated	on	 the	grounds	 that	 the	conduct	 complained	of	
was with respect to “maintenance of control over key decisions” and, as such, the appropriate 
entity	was	the	loan	owner	and	not	 the	credit	servicing	firm,	with	the	conduct	occurring	prior	 to	
January 2019, with respect to complaints in each of the years 2013 to 2023. — Pearse Doherty. 
[7566/24]

*214. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of complaints made against credit servicing 
firms	to	the	FSPO	which	were	not	investigated	on	the	grounds	of	the	conduct	occurring	prior	to	
8 July 2015, with respect to complaints in each of the years 2013 to 2023. — Pearse Doherty. 
[7567/24]

*215. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will request that ISIF withdraws its investment in 
firms	based	in	illegal	Israeli	settlements;	if	he	will	provide	details	of	the	engagement,	if	any,	he	
and	his	officials	have	had	with	ISIF;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ged	Nash.	
[7691/24]

*216. To ask the Minister for Finance to advise under the bilateral agreement between Ireland 
and the United States, if a U.S. citizen living in Ireland who is paying taxes in the U.S on a social 
security disability and Union pension is expected to also pay taxes in Ireland, and therefore 
pay taxes in both countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. 
[7692/24]

*217. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will urgently review the thresholds for capital gains 
tax;	if	he	agrees	that	it	is	unfair	to	have	a	different	threshold	for	non-relatives,	particularly	in	the	
case	where	 it	affects	 the	child	of	a	partner	or	ex-partner;	and	given	 the	 recent	High	Court	case	
involving a widow’s pension payment, if he agrees that this issue needs to be re-examined. — 
Robert Troy. [7707/24]

*218. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will review the issue of capital gains tax in a case 
(details supplied). — Robert Troy. [7710/24]

*219. To ask the Minister for Finance if his Department will initiate a full review of the 
medical	criteria	for	a	primary	medical	certificate	as	set	out	by	the	Department	regulations;	if	he	
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considers it reasonable to broaden the criteria to include single arm or hand amputee applicants to 
the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. [7757/24]

*220. To ask the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question No. 104 of 7 
February 2024, the return on investment and internal rate of return for each investment in each 
year of its existence, compared to the ISIF’s annual benchmark, that is, the average cost of Irish 
Government debt, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad 
Farrell. [7815/24]

*221. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost if the blind person tax credit 
increased to €1,950 for a single person and €3,900 for married couples or civil partners. — 
Catherine Murphy. [7835/24]

*222. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated yield if the local property tax on houses 
valued between €1.05 million and €1.75 million increased to 0.60% of that portion; and for 
houses valued at in excess of €1.75 million, were it to be increased to 1% of that portion, based 
on	2023	figures.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[7836/24]

*223. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will review a matter (details supplied); and if he 
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7979/24]

*224. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [7981/24]

*225. To ask the Minister for Finance when a person in County Cork (details provided) will 
receive their VAT refund. — Michael Creed. [8030/24]

Chun an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí, Seachadta ar an bPlean Forbartha Náisiúnta, agus 
Athchóirithe: To the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform.

*226. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform if he will address a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [8071/24]

*227. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform	 if	he	plans	 to	 address	 the	 issue	with	flooding	 in	Castlefinn,	County	Donegal	 along	 the	
N15; if the solution to the problem presented to his Department by this Deputy at the Oireachtas 
Finance Committee recently will be considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Pearse Doherty. [7405/24]

*228. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform if the OPW is aware of and is pursuing access to Castletown House, Celbridge via the N4 
entrance under the Historic and Archaeological Heritage and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2023 
which would enable the critical maintenance and preservation of the house and grounds; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [7531/24]

*229. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform if the OPW will appoint a new mediator to reopen negotiations in relation to the request 
to the CSSO in late 2023 from the legal representatives of the current owner of the lands at 
Castletown Demesne; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [7532/24]
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*230. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform if the OPW will now extend access to Castletown Demesne via the Lime Avenue gates 
to	 reflect	 the	extended	daylight	hours;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	James	
Lawless. [7533/24]

*231. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform if the OPW or the relevant bodies have conducted a full risk assessment and/or health 
and safety assessment in relation to Lime Avenue being used for any volume of vehicles; if the 
OPW or relevant bodies have conducted due diligence/the necessary assessments for the use of 
the entrance to Castletown residential estate as an entry point for vehicular access to Castletown 
and the impact on the already busy village; if so, if these will be made publicly available; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [7534/24]

*232. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform if the OPW is aware of and is pursuing access to Castletown House via the N4 entrance 
under the Historic and Archaeological Heritage and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2023 which 
would enable the critical maintenance and preservation of the house and grounds; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [7535/24]

*233. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform what steps are currently being taken to resolve the impasse at Castletown House and to 
ultimately restore access to the general public and visitors, without requiring cars to pass down 
the historic Lime Avenue, and to enable the local community visit and avail of this state facility 
once more. — James Lawless. [7536/24]

*234. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform if the OPW will fund the removal of existing front door and replace it with automatic 
doors	to	the	public	office	at	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Jim O’Callaghan. [7600/24]

*235. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform the progress made on the development of a new Garda station in Kickham Barracks, 
Clonmel, County Tipperary; if the development of Clonmel Garda station is considered a priority 
for Government, given that a new Garda station in Clonmel is urgently needed for the members 
of An Garda Síochána stationed in Clonmel and for the members of the public they serve; when is 
it envisaged that works on the construction of the new station will start; the proposed completion 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [7681/24]

*236. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform the number of full-time senior arts collection registrars and arts collection registrars 
employed by the OPW in 2022, 2023 and to-date in 2024, in tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. 
[7846/24]

*237. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform if the Gardaí are still actively using a premises (details supplied); and if so, how long 
they will remain there. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7930/24]

*238. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform if returning a premises (details supplied) to use as an Intreo centre is being considered. — 
Mary Lou McDonald. [7931/24]
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*239. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform what long-term uses are being considered for a premises (details supplied). — Mary Lou 
McDonald. [7932/24]

*240. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform the reason the publication of an OPW funded study into coastal erosion in Strandhill, 
County Sligo have not been released publicly to date; the reason it has taken almost two years to 
complete	and	released	this	report	findings;	when	the	draft	report	is	set	to	be	published;	and	if	he	
will make a statement on the matter. — Frankie Feighan. [8011/24]

Chun an Aire Fiontar, Trádála agus Fostaíochta: To the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment.

*241. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment what supports are in place 
for	financial	assistance	by	way	of	grants	for	a	sole	trader	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7410/24]

*242. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if there are any regulations 
surrounding	fire	retardancy	on	furniture	goods	sold	in	Ireland	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the matter. — Christopher O’Sullivan. [7483/24]

*243. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if there are any guidelines 
for businesses to follow in relation to employees who are in the process of IVF; are employees 
provided	 with	 any	 protections	 in	 terms	 of	 guaranteed	 time	 off	 for	 medical	 appointments,	 job	
security; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [7498/24]

*244. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment to review the case of a person 
(details	supplied);	to	provide	advice	on	how	they	can	get	staff;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [8093/24]

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

*245. To ask the Minister for Education when she expects to publish the policy on Irish 
medium education outside the Gaeltacht; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Dara 
Calleary. [7406/24]

*246. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to concerns regarding 
the lack of special education needs classes and supports in a school (details supplied); if the 
school can be assessed for the viability of establishing these services within their existing school 
building; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [7408/24]

*247. To ask the Minister for Education regarding the recommendations of the Oireachtas 
Committee	 on	 the	 Irish	 Language,	 Gaeltacht	 and	 the	 Irish-speaking	 Community,	 specifically	
those pertaining to the exemption from Irish for dyslexic children and young people, if she is 
aware of the disappointment of The Dyslexia Association of Ireland that their points and views/
recommendations which they presented to the Committee on 12 October 2022 have not been 
sufficiently	 taken	 into	 account	 in	 the	 Committee’s	 report	 or	 its	 recommendations;	 if	 she	 will	
confirm	why	 the	 recommendations	of	The	Dyslexia	Association	of	 Ireland	were	not	adequately	
considered; if the views of The Dyslexia Association of Ireland will be fully taken into account 
before	making	any	final	decision	regarding	the	new	policy	for	the	allocation	of	exemptions	from	
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Irish for dyslexic children and young people; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael Lowry. [7416/24]

*248. To ask the Minister for Education when the remaining ten retired school secretaries will 
receive their pay arrears which are outstanding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Seán Canney. [7420/24]

*249. To ask the Minister for Education when a school (details supplied) will be approved 
for an additional mainstream classroom which is required for the next school year commencing 
September 2024; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Canney. [7422/24]

*250. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question No. 267 of 
23 January 2024, whether she believes it is desirable or appropriate for principals or deputy 
principals to work from home, given their responsibility for enforcing school policies on a day-
to-day basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John Paul Phelan. [7431/24]

*251. To ask the Minister for Education whether there is a single project manager appointed 
in her Department for each school building or renovation; who oversees all aspects of same and 
accounts to the Minister at regular intervals by order; if not, if she will create such appointments 
or roles; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [7441/24]

*252. To ask the Minister for Education whether the tender review process for a school (details 
supplied)	was	concluded	on	18	January	2024	with	a	construction	firm	appointed	to	finish	the	job;	
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [7442/24]

*253. To ask the Minister for Education the cost to the State so far of the school building 
(details supplied); to outline any security or ancillary costs separately; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [7443/24]

*254. To ask the Minister for Education the cost to date of the modular classrooms and other 
accommodation on the site of a school (details supplied) including the delay to the completion of 
the building; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [7444/24]

*255. To ask the Minister for Education the criteria for allocating SNA support to students 
in second level educational settings; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Eoin Ó 
Broin. [7445/24]

*256. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department has considered sanctioning the 
opening of a new reading school or new reading classes attached to mainstream schools in the 
Dublin mid-west area given the oversubscription for reading schools in Dublin for the 2024/2025 
school year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Eoin Ó Broin. [7446/24]

*257. To ask the Minister for Education the number of primary and second level aged students 
that	avail	of	home	tuition	in	lieu	of	being	offered	a	school	place	on	a	county-by-county	basis.	—	
Catherine Murphy. [7452/24]

*258. To ask the Minister for Education if she will respond to matters raised in correspondence 
regarding a pre-school (details supplied) in Dublin 11; when the pre-school in question can 
expect a resolution to this funding issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín 
Shortall. [7453/24]
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*259. To ask the Minister for Education for an update on the IT funding for a school (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7464/24]

*260. To ask the Minister for Education to indicate the availability, location and number of 
places in ASD units in primary schools in County Meath for the 2024-2025 academic year, in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny Guirke. [7465/24]

*261. To ask the Minister for Education to indicate the availability, location and number of 
places in ASD units in primary schools in County Westmeath for the 2024-2025 academic year, in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny Guirke. [7466/24]

*262.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 the	number	of	offers	of	 funding	 that	have	been	sent	
out for schools to install new ASD units in primary schools in County Meath for the 2024-2025 
academic year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny Guirke. [7467/24]

*263.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 the	number	of	offers	of	 funding	 that	have	been	sent	
out for schools to install new ASD units in primary schools in County Westmeath for the 2024-
2025 academic year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny Guirke. [7468/24]

*264. To ask the Minister for Education when an application for additional accommodation 
made by a school (details supplied) will be dealt with; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Cathal Crowe. [7469/24]

*265. To ask the Minister for Education if she will address a matter (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [7481/24]

*266. To ask the Minister for Education when payments of the exceptional no service interim 
grant will be paid; when refunds to parents who paid for the school ticket but did not receive it 
will be paid; the process for issuing refunds; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Jennifer Whitmore. [7495/24]

*267. To ask the Minister for Education if she is aware of delays to payments (details 
supplied).	—	Paul	McAuliffe.	[7524/24]

*268. To ask the Minister for Education to report on what schools in the Dún Laoghaire 
Rathdown area provide properly serviced reading classes for dyslexic children, and if there are 
any upcoming plans to provide properly serviced reading classrooms for dyslexic children in the 
Dún Laoghaire Rathdown area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd 
Barrett. [7525/24]

*269. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 342 and 343 
of 20 September 2023, if she has made a decision on the Stage 2B planning report received by 
her Department in relation to a school (details supplied); and if she can share an update on the 
progression of the project. — Louise O’Reilly. [7540/24]

*270.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	is	satisfied	that	the	current	assessment	of	need	
process	sufficiently	caters	for	students	with	severe	visual	impairment;	what	accommodations	are	
to be made for severely visually impaired students when completing the test; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Dara Calleary. [7559/24]
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*271. To ask the Minister for Education how many visiting teachers there currently are 
nationwide for students with visual impairments; if these visiting teachers are appropriately 
trained in new digital technologies available to assist students; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Dara Calleary. [7560/24]

*272. To ask the Minister for Education to address a matter regarding primary school 
admission policies (details supplied). — Michael Lowry. [7568/24]

*273. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question No. 205 of 10 
October 2023, if she will respond to the issues raised by a person who made protected disclosures 
to her Department but has since not received the improved pension as promised to her by the then 
Minister for Education in 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Willie O’Dea. 
[7572/24]

*274. To ask the Minister for Education when an application for emergency works funding 
dealing with urgent school security (details supplied) will be decided upon. — Paul Murphy. 
[7577/24]

*275. To ask the Minister for Education what action is being taken to increase the provision of 
school places in special education classes in north Dublin; what has been the demand for special 
education classes in north Dublin; how many pupils have been placed on a waiting list and not 
received	an	appropriate	place	over	 the	past	five	years,	 in	 tabular	 form;	 if	 she	will	 examine	 the	
case of a child (details supplied) where increased funding is needed to provide the necessary 
place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [7579/24]

*276. To ask the Minister for Education to outline in detail the precise statistical data used by 
her	Department	when	 planning	 for	 future	 special	 class	 placements;	 the	 specific	 data	 collection	
process; the date on which the allocations of special classes will be announced in 2024; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Martin Browne. [7587/24]

*277. To ask the Minister for Education to provide an update on the progression of an 
application by a school (details supplied) going to tender for a new school; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [7591/24]

*278. To ask the Minister for Education the future plans for a school (details supplied). — 
Robert Troy. [7595/24]

*279. To ask the Minister for Education for an update on the special school proposed for 
Glanmire; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [7615/24]

*280. To ask the Minister for Education if she is aware of the widespread shock and dismay 
amongst parents and carers, caused by the changes to the allocation of the special education 
teaching hours; and if she will urgently review this decision. — Pádraig Mac Lochlainn. 
[7622/24]

*281. To ask the Minister for Education what can be done to ensure a child (details supplied) 
receives a place in an ASD unit. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [7629/24]

*282. To ask the Minister for Education if she will review Circular 0041/2014 to allow SNA’s 
such	 as	 a	 person	 (details	 supplied)	 that	 are	 qualified	 to	 teach	 as	 a	 substitute	 teacher	 and	 are	
working part-time or job sharing, to work as substitute teachers and bring them in line with the 
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treatment of Teachers under Info Note TC 0017/2021; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [7646/24]

*283. To ask the Minister for Education if caretakers, who are employed by the Department 
and work in a school, will receive their pay increases following the discussions with unions; 
the timeline for the increases; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. 
[7683/24]

*284. To ask the Minister for Education when an approval letter will issue to a school (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [7684/24]

*285. To ask the Minister for Education the number of schools in the Santry, Whitehall and 
Dublin 9 catchment area who have applied for upgrades to their school buildings, including the 
amount spent since 2019, in tabular form. — Richard Bruton. [7708/24]

*286. To ask the Minister for Education the number of new schools built in the Santry, 
Whitehall and Dublin 9 catchment area and the amount spent on each school building since 2019, 
in tabular form. — Richard Bruton. [7709/24]

*287. To ask the Minister for Education the consultation her Department carried out with 
organisations representing people with disabilities in respect of changes to the allocation model 
for special education teachers, in line with Article 4(3) of the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (detail supplied); if no such consultation was carried out, to 
outline her rationale for excluding the voice of people with disabilities from the decision making 
process, given the direct impact of this decision on children with disabilities; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [7721/24]

*288. To ask the Minister for Education for an update on renovations in a school (details 
supplied); and if she could provide a timeline for completed works. — Holly Cairns. [7738/24]

*289. To ask the Minister for Education if she will put in place provision to ensure that a 
child enrolled in early intervention in a school will have an entitlement to continue their formal 
education in the same school if their needs are being met there; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7740/24]

*290.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	provision	can	be	made	for	flexibility	for	a	child	to	
continue early intervention for a period after they turn six years of age if that is appropriate for 
the child; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7741/24]

*291. To ask the Minister for Education the number of children at each school that have been 
enrolled in early intervention classes in the school years 2019/2020, 2020/2021, 2021/2022, 
2022/2023 and 2023/2024, in tabular form; the number therein that were subsequently enrolled 
in formal education in the same school; the number therein that moved school after early 
intervention; the number therein that remain within early intervention for which there is currently 
a plan to provide for the continuance of their education at the same school; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7742/24]

*292. To ask the Minister for Education for an update on the new modular build for a school 
(details supplied); when the brief acceptance letter will be issued; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [7749/24]
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*293. To ask the Minister for Education for an urgent update on the construction plan for a 
new school building (details supplied) that is in danger of losing their approved contractor if 
delays persist, which would be a very costly set back to this already long-awaited urgent building 
project; when approval will be issued to the design team to commence construction; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [7750/24]

*294. To ask the Minister for Education to provide an update on an additional school 
accommodation application that was sanctioned by her Department in February 2022 for a school 
(details supplied); to explain the delay in progressing the new build and what further timeframe 
is expected on the project; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. 
[7760/24]

*295. To ask the Minister for Education to provide an update on a modular accommodation 
application for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Verona Murphy. [7761/24]

*296. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Oideachais an féidir léi míniú a thabhairt ar an líon ard 
daltaí, 669 dalta, ar bronnadh díolúine orthu sa scoilbhliain 2022/23 bunaithe ar an gcritéar 
nua i gciorclán 0054/2022 a dhéanann soláthar den chéad uair do dhaltaí a bhfuil leibhéal ard 
riachtanas iolrach agus leanúnach acu atá ina mbac suntasach ar a rannpháirtíocht agus a 
rannpháirtíocht ina saol foghlama agus scoile; de réir an téacs seo a leanas ón gciorclán (sonraí 
tugtha) níor chóir díolúine a bhronnadh ach i gcúinsí an-eisceachtúla. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. 
[7765/24]

*297. To ask the Minister for Education how many of the 58 schools which received additional 
budget for their school building programmes have begun construction; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [7821/24]

*298. To ask the Minister for Education how many of the 58 schools which received additional 
budget	for	 their	school	building	programmes	are	still	awaiting	sign	off	from	the	Department	on	
final	design	before	they	can	begin	construction;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Emer Higgins. [7822/24]

*299. To ask the Minister for Education how many of the 58 schools which received additional 
budget for their school building programmes have had to re-tender for their project due to delays 
in obtaining the brief acceptance letter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Emer 
Higgins. [7823/24]

*300. To ask the Minister for Education how many of the 58 schools which received additional 
budget for their school building programmes are in danger of losing their approved contractor 
due	to	delays	in	obtaining	sign	off	from	the	Department	to	proceed	to	construction;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [7824/24]

*301. To ask the Minister for Education how many students from Newcastle, County Dublin 
are receiving secondary school education. — Emer Higgins. [7825/24]

*302. To ask the Minister for Education how many students from Rathcoole, County Dublin 
are receiving secondary school education. — Emer Higgins. [7826/24]

*303. To ask the Minister for Education how many students from Saggart, County Dublin are 
receiving secondary school education. — Emer Higgins. [7827/24]
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*304. To ask the Minister for Education how many students from Celbridge, County Kildare 
are receiving secondary school education. — Emer Higgins. [7828/24]

*305. To ask the Minister for Education for an update on the emergency works at a school 
(details supplied). — Paul Donnelly. [7830/24]

*306. To ask the Minister for Education if a new school building is being considered for a 
school (details supplied); and can she provide an update. — Paul Donnelly. [7831/24]

*307. To ask the Minister for Education the plans to provide support to schools (details 
supplied) to increase capacity considering parents are unable to secure school places for their 
children in their local catchment area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Francis 
Noel	Duffy.	[7922/24]

*308. To ask the Minister for Education for an update on the emergency works application for 
a school (details provided) regarding school safety systems, and why it remains unresolved and 
awaiting	assessment	since	March	2023.	—	Francis	Noel	Duffy.	[7923/24]

*309. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question No. 268 of 13 
February 2024, if she will consider making SNAs in current positions permanent before any new 
cohort of SNAs qualify this year, to prevent the redundancy of existing senior SNAs and their 
replacement	by	newly	qualified	SNAs.	—	Pa	Daly.	[7945/24]

*310. To ask the Minister for Education the number of primary and secondary school build 
and extension projects that are paused; and if she will provide the locations of same. — Catherine 
Murphy. [7957/24]

*311. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department will continue with the curricular 
adjustment put in place during the Covid-19 pandemic of the reduction in the number of sraith 
pictiúr	for	Leaving	Certificate	students	of	Irish	in	2025	and	future	years;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Michael Creed. [7963/24]

*312. To ask the Minister for Education to address concerns around the adverse impact of 
proposals to cut the number of SET hours within schools (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [7975/24]

*313. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide information on any meetings that 
she	or	her	Departmental	officials	have	had	with	Bus	Éireann	concerning	 the	ban	on	school	bus	
drivers who are over 70 years of age (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Lowry. [7990/24]

*314. To ask the Minister for Education her plans to provide additional post primary schools 
for the Knocklyon/Firhouse area; if she has any plans, or has she been requested to, expand the 
existing school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John Lahart. 
[8003/24]

*315.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 the	 difficulties	 being	 experienced	 by	 students	
(details supplied) in securing school bus services can be addressed. — Martin Browne. [8031/24]

*316. To ask the Minister for Education the status of an application for special classes by a 
school (details supplied) in County Cork. — Michael Creed. [8041/24]
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*317. To ask the Minister for Education when the provision of extra accommodation will be 
approved for a school in County Galway (details supplied); the reason for the delay in making a 
decision on the school’s application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [8078/24]

*318. To ask the Minister for Education to outline the provisions in place regarding a child 
(details supplied). — Denise Mitchell. [8084/24]

*319. To ask the Minister for Education the number of new schools building projects, in 
tabular form per county, that are currently awaiting Departmental approval to include the 
envisaged capacity of each. — Sorca Clarke. [8095/24]

*320. To ask the Minister for Education if the co-ordinator for the summer programme will 
continue for the programme this coming summer; and if they are available to support both 
Special Schools and mainstream schools to provide a school-based programme. — Sorca Clarke. 
[8096/24]

*321. To ask the Minister for Education given the new special education teacher allocation 
model which now excludes complex needs, if children with complex needs will remain eligible 
for the summer programme. — Sorca Clarke. [8097/24]

*322. To ask the Minister for Education what arrangements are being made to ensure that 
the parents of children with autism in the Taghmon area of Westmeath will have an appropriate 
school place for September in light of the second autism class for a school (details supplied) not 
proceeding. — Sorca Clarke. [8098/24]

*323. To ask the Minister for Education if she is considering actioning a section 67 of the 
Education Act 2018, to designate a school place to the children with autism who will not have 
a place in a school (details supplied) this September due to a proposed second autism class not 
proceeding. — Sorca Clarke. [8099/24]

*324. To ask the Minister for Education the SNA allocations for the school year 2024/2025. — 
Sorca Clarke. [8109/24]

*325. To ask the Minister for Education her views on the concerns regarding the current 
funding crisis that is threatening a school for autistic children (details supplied). — Paul 
Donnelly. [8115/24]

Chun an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán: To the Minister for 
Tourism, Culture; Arts; Gaeltacht; Sport and Media.

*326. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media to outline all 
of the funding streams that are available to any sports club wishing to embark on a development 
project that is in excess of €500,000 excluding land purchase; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — John Paul Phelan. [7434/24]

*327. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the progress 
being made regarding evaluation of grant applications under the sports capital programme; if it 
is	her	intention	to	deal	with	applications	for	sporting	equipment	first;	if	so,	the	timeline	for	this	
and when the remaining applications will be dealt with; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Creed. [7487/24]
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*328. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media further 
to Parliamentary Question Nos. 327 and 328 of 23 January 2024, if she will list the hotels 
referenced in the PQs that are now closed and/or deregistered, by county and whether closed and/
or deregistered, in tabular form. — Alan Kelly. [7866/24]

*329. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if a 
drawdown (details supplied) can be expedited as a delay is being experienced in the Chief State 
Solicitor’s	Office;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niall	Collins.	[7966/24]

*330. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if he will 
address a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [7995/24]

*331. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media for her 
assistance with a matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Brendan	Griffin.	[8015/24]

Chun an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta: To the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage.

*332. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if consideration 
has	been	given	 to	 providing	flexibility	 on	 the	deadline	 for	 hedge	management	 activities,	 given	
challenging weather conditions in recent weeks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Claire Kerrane. [7834/24]

*333. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will extend the 
tree/hedge cutting deadline which is due to expire shortly. — Peter Burke. [8004/24]

*334. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of times 
the discretionary top-up for HAP payments was used in 2023, and to date in 2024 in County 
Wicklow broken down by municipal district; the average percentage amount of this top-up per 
district; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [7458/24]

*335. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of persons 
from each municipal district in County Wicklow that are currently in receipt of a HAP payment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [7459/24]

*336. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of 18-24 
year-olds that presented as homeless in County Wicklow in 2023 and to date in 2024; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [7460/24]

*337. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of 18-24 
year olds in local authority emergency accommodation in County Wicklow; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — John Brady. [7461/24]

*338. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of council 
owned housing stock that have been brought to a BER rating level of B2 or above by year, in 
tabular form for 2022 and 2023. — John Brady. [7462/24]
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*339. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of council 
owned housing stock in County Wicklow that currently have a BER rating level below B2; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [7463/24]

*340. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he is aware of the 
new practice with the land registry whereby if a change of deeds form is submitted incorrectly, 
when the form is returned to the solicitor the section which requires correcting is no longer 
identified,	and	 thus	 slows	down	 the	process;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Mairéad Farrell. [7484/24]

*341. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to provide clarity 
on the residency eligibility criteria for the local authority home loan scheme for non-EEA/
EU	 applicants	 where	 underwriters	 for	 local	 authorities	 are	 operating	 on	 a	 five-year	 residency	
requirement;	 to	 state	 where	 this	 five	 year	 requirement	 is	 contained	 in	 the	 Housing	 Loans	
Regulations S.I. No 701, and if he will examine a case (details supplied). — Peadar Tóibín. 
[7488/24]

*342. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to outline the situation 
with respect to local authorities or the Housing Agency purchasing homes for tenants who 
have received eviction notices but where property management fees remain associated with the 
property in question; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [7500/24]

*343. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 228 of 8 February 2024, if he has the power to appoint an 
independent, competent and appropriate person to enquire into the issue and report back to him 
directly on the issues (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus 
O’Dowd. [7529/24]

*344. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if Tailte Éireann 
is subject to any criminal investigation by the fraud squad at the moment for a total of nine 
allegations against them including fraudulent concealment and misrepresentation. — Robert Troy. 
[7552/24]

*345. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he is aware that the 
rule that a cost rental should not exceed 35% of net income is rendering some persons in Dublin 
ineligible for both cost rental and ineligible for social housing; and whether this necessitates some 
changes in the terms of access for support in order that no one is excluded. — Richard Bruton. 
[7582/24]

*346. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the categories of 
people who are eligible for postal voting. — Eoin Ó Broin. [7583/24]

*347. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when the review of 
Housing for All is due to commence; and how long the review will take. — Louise O’Reilly. 
[7597/24]

*348. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage what plan/scheme is in 
place	for	social	Housing	tenants	who	are	still	living	in	pyrite	effected	homes;	and	if	he	will	make	
a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [7627/24]
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*349. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of 
domestic wastewater treatment system grants processed by each local authority in 2022 and 2023; 
the amount paid out by each local authority in these years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — David Stanton. [7673/24]

*350. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the implications for a 
RAS tenant, considering RAS is designated like social housing as social housing support, whose 
income goes over the income limit, who pays rent in line with the increased income but then 
receives a notice to quit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. 
[7675/24]

*351. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the options available 
to a HAP recipient whose medical circumstances mean that they are permanently disabled and 
wheelchair bound, resulting in their present accommodation being unsuitable, in terms of both 
priority on the social housing list and availability of grants and schemes to the owner of the HAP 
property to make the property adaptable for their tenant; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [7687/24]

*352. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he intends to 
endorse the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment and Climate 
Action for a referendum that would acknowledge the rights of nature; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [7699/24]

*353. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage for an update on a 
matter regarding lands zoned land tax (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Danny Healy-Rae. [7956/24]

*354. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage for an update on a 
matter regarding zoned land tax (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Danny Healy-Rae. [7965/24]

*355. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the current length of 
time	it	takes	for	housing	assistance	payments	(HAP)	to	be	made	to	a	landlord,	when	a	qualified	
tenant takes up occupancy of a rented house; the current average length of delays in the process; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [7994/24]

*356. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he can review the 
criteria for the septic tank grant; if he will acknowledge that many people who want to avail of 
the	grant	are	not	eligible	for	same	as	they	are	not	located	in	the	so	called	“buffer	zones”;	and	if	he	
will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [8014/24]

*357. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when he last met 
the RTB about rent costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. 
[8070/24]

*358. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will allow people 
in the defective concrete block scheme in rural areas that have the necessary space to build 
beside their existing home in order to reduce costs of demolition and accommodation during 
construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [8073/24]
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*359. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of vacant 
posts in local authorities, in tabular form per department. — Sorca Clarke. [8105/24]

*360. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the current members 
of the Midlands Regional Homeless Forum. — Sorca Clarke. [8106/24]

Chun an Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Social Protection.

*361. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of applications and awards for 
supplementary welfare under the criteria or reference to, the need for mental health supports, by 
county, in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [8075/24]

*362. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if persons over the age of 70 years who are 
capable	and	willing	to	work	could	be	eligible	for	additional	the	State	pension	benefits;	and	if	she	
will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Collins. [8087/24]

*363. To ask the Minister for Social Protection for an update on an application (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7411/24]

*364. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to respond to urgent concerns raised from the 
local deaf community (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus 
O’Dowd. [7425/24]

*365. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated additional revenue which will 
be generated in 2024 from the increases to PRSI announced as part of the Budget; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — John Paul Phelan. [7432/24]

*366. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if provision will be made to assess a family 
(details supplied) for carers allowance before their twin children return from hospital where their 
parents	have	been	accompanying	them	since	the	birth	of	their	children	at	great	financial	cost;	and	
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Martin Browne. [7553/24]

*367. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a progress report on the 
school meals programme and its successful expansion. — John Lahart. [7554/24]

*368.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	for	an	update	on	plans	to	extend	child	benefit	
for those continuing in secondary education but who have turned 18 years; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7558/24]

*369. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to clarify the current position where a person is 
in receipt of carer’s allowance, and they are also working part-time, but due to hospitalisation are 
not able to work for a period of time; if there are proposals to amend the current system that does 
not	allow	them	to	qualify	for	illness	benefit;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Colm Burke. [7573/24]

*370. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will report on the timeline for the full 
installation of the hot school meals programme; if there is a commitment by her Department to 
cover all schools by the next Budget; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard 
Boyd Barrett. [7614/24]
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*371.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 how	 many	 people	 benefit	 from	 the	 wage	
subsidy scheme, by county and by month for 2022, 2023 and for January 2024. — Alan Kelly. 
[7616/24]

*372. To ask the Minister for Social Protection how many people under the wage subsidy 
scheme have lost that payment following the acquiring of hotels and other accommodation 
settings for Ukrainian refugees and international protection applicants, by month and by county 
for 2022, 2023 and for January 2024. — Alan Kelly. [7617/24]

*373. To ask the Minister for Social Protection how many people under the wage subsidy 
scheme have lost that payment following the acquiring of hotels and other accommodation 
settings for Ukrainian refugees and international protection applicants, by month and by county 
for 2022, 2023 and for January 2024. — Alan Kelly. [7618/24]

*374. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a person who is in long-term nursing care 
rents out their principal private residence, which is vacant, will there be any negative implications 
on their State pension (non-contributory) or any other tax issues; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Seán Canney. [7653/24]

*375. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the plans she has to backdate the recently 
announced	child	benefit	payment	to	families	with	children	who	are	18	years	of	age	and	over,	and	
who are still attending second level school, to the birth dates of any such children; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [7677/24]

*376. To ask the Minister for Social Protection with respect to the recently announced child 
benefit	payment	to	families	with	children	aged	18	and	over	and	who	are	attending	second	level	
school, if she will allow the payment to continue beyond the child’s 19th birthday while they are 
still attending second level education; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — David 
Stanton. [7682/24]

*377. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has been made on a redundancy 
application in respect of a person in County Kerry (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7689/24]

*378. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if persons (details supplied) are eligible for 
optical	benefit;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Canney.	[7694/24]

*379. To ask the Minister for Social Protection whether her attention has been drawn to the 
non-payment of sign language interpreting services under the voucher scheme for interpreters, 
and the resulting cancellation of all interpreter bookings from 20 February 2024; whether she will 
ensure that this funding is released urgently in order to allow the deaf community to avail of ISL 
interpreters under the voucher scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Holly 
Cairns. [7737/24]

*380.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	how	child	benefit	payments	are	paid	per	area	
in Newcastle, Rathcoole and Saggart County Dublin and Celbridge, County Kildare. — Emer 
Higgins. [7829/24]

*381. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the 2023 and 2024 current budget funding 
allocated towards the humanitarian support scheme, in tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. 
[7844/24]
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*382. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will advise on a case (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [7910/24]

*383. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she has plans to increase the wage subsidy 
scheme in line with the minimum wage; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Pauline Tully. [7924/24]

*384. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she has concerns regarding the suspension of 
the social inclusion fund for the deaf community; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Pauline Tully. [7925/24]

*385. To ask the Minister for Social Protection for an update on the review/appeal for a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7953/24]

*386. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will ensure that children with coeliac 
disease are properly catered for the school meals programme; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Paul Murphy. [6385/24]

*387. To ask the Minister for Social Protection to provide details of education/upskilling 
courses available under the back to education scheme; what measures are being taken to expand 
on courses available under this payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Aindrias Moynihan. [7971/24]

*388. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if parents have any action to take on the change 
to	child	benefit	being	rolled	out	in	May	2024	for	dependants	up	to	the	age	of	18	years	and	still	
in full time education; how will these dependants be recognised to continue in payment of child 
benefit;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aindrias	Moynihan.	[7972/24]

*389. To ask the Minister for Social Protection for consideration in ensuring that local 
community	welfare	officers	 can	be	 available	 for	 in-person	 appointments	 at	 local	 social	welfare	
branch	offices;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aindrias	Moynihan.	[7973/24]

*390. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of submissions received to-date to 
the consultation on the Green Paper on Disability Reform; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8032/24]

*391. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if her Department is aware of suspension of the 
deaf community from the social inclusion fund; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Patrick Costello. [8033/24]

*392. To ask the Minister for Social Protection why funding for the ‘voucher system’ for deaf 
people has been withheld by the Citizen’s Information Board for all events after 20 February 
2024; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [8036/24]

*393. To ask the Minister for Social Protection when employees in the Citizens Information 
Centre will receive approved pay rises given that its sister service, MABS, has had pay rises in 
place since 2022, even though both are funded by the same organisation, the Citizens Information 
Board; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [8043/24]
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*394. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the extent, if any, to which backlogs exist in the 
determination of appeals for various payments which have been refused; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8137/24]

*395. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the extent to which she might consider 
entitlement to the State pension (contributory) in line with the level of necessary contributions in 
cases where such applicants were refused an entitlement; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8139/24]

*396. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the extent to which non-EU residents, working 
and living here and having paid tax here, cannot now qualify for a State (non-contributory) 
pension, even though they have worked here, paid their necessary contributions and taxes; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8141/24]

*397. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the extent to which payment of the 
exceptional needs payments can be expedited to meet emergency situations with a minimum of 
documentation rather than allow matters to drag on during which any such emergencies may have 
reached a crisis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8142/24]

*398. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the degree to which she and her Department 
continue	to	monitor	the	situation	in	order	to	identify	people	who	might	be	financial	difficulty	due	
to them falling short of meeting statutory requirements; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8143/24]

*399. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the extent to which oral hearings in respect 
of appeals against disallowance for various payments are up to date; the number of oral hearing 
appeals	that	took	place	in	2023;	how	this	compares	with	the	past	five	years;	and	if	she	will	make	
a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8144/24]

*400. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the extent to which the waiting time for a 
decision in respect of applications for various social welfare payments has been shortened; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8145/24]

*401. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the total number of applications for the State 
pension	(contributory)	received	in	each	of	the	past	five	years	to	date;	the	number	granted,	refused	
or pending; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8146/24]

*402.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	degree	to	which	she	and	her	office	continue	
to ensure the making of a basic payment to applicants of social welfare payments while the 
primary application is being processed in order to alleviate hardship; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [8147/24]

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt: To the Minister for Justice.

*403. To ask the Minister for Justice to clarify what details are taken from asylum applicants 
at	 airports	 and	 ferryports,	 including	fingerprints,	 photographs	 and	 verification	 of	 identification,	
before	a	full	application	for	asylum	is	made	at	the	INIS	offices	within	five	working	days.	—	Pa	
Daly. [7437/24]

*404. To ask the Minister for Justice the policy decision of An Garda Síochána in respect 
of	 prosecuting	minor	 road	 traffic	offences	when	 they	 are	 brought	 to	 the	 attention	 of	An	Garda	
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Síochána by members of the public who have witnessed and have video evidence of such 
offences;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[7447/24]

*405. To ask the Minister for Justice when Bawnboy Garda Station in County Cavan will be 
reopened as decided in 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. 
[7478/24]

*406. To ask the Minister for Justice why documents which were due to be returned to a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo since November 2023 have not been returned to 
date; when these documents will be returned; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael Ring. [7551/24]

*407.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	date	on	which	and	by	whom	she	was	first	advised	that	
the	holster	issued	to	a	detective	Garda	(details	supplied)	was	reported	to	be	unfit	for	purpose	by	
members	of	the	Garda	armoury	technical	staff	well	before	an	incident	in	June	2020.	—	Catherine	
Murphy. [7555/24]

*408. To ask the Minister for Justice the steps she took following receipt of reports in respect 
of an incident and relating matters; and if she directed that An Garda Síochána take the steps to 
immediately rectify issues raised in the same reports. — Catherine Murphy. [7556/24]

*409. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of members of An Garda Síochána that are 
due to retire in each of the following years 2024, 2025, 2026, 2027 and 2028; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7596/24]

*410.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	Public	Order	Offences	reported	to	gardaí	
within Y District within DMR in 2023 and to-date in 2024, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7601/24]

*411. To ask the Minister for Justice the estimated full-year cost of providing an additional 
Detective Sergeant and Detective Inspector to each Garda Divisional Drugs Unit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7602/24]

*412. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of vehicles seized by gardai for having no 
insurance within Q District of DMR in 2023 and to-date in 2024, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7603/24]

*413. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of competitions held for sworn gardaí to 
apply to join National Support Services Unit in 2023 and to-date in 2024, in tabular form; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7604/24]

*414.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	robbery	from	the	person	offences	reported	
to gardaí within R District of DMR in 2023 and to-date in 2024, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7605/24]

*415. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of Garda mountain bikes attached to each 
Garda District within DMR as of 12 February 2024, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7606/24]
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*416.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	budget	allocation	for	the	Office	of	State	Pathologist	in	
the years 2022, 2023 and 2024, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Jim O’Callaghan. [7607/24]

*417. To ask the Minister for Justice the amount An Garda Síochána spent on vehicle recovery 
services within DMR North Division in 2023 and to-date in 2024; when this contract to provide 
this service is due to expire; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. 
[7608/24]

*418.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	serious	and	fatal	road	traffic	collisions	that	
gardaí attended between Junction 4 and Junction 8 on the M50 in both directions in the years of 
2023 and to-date in 2024, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim 
O’Callaghan. [7609/24]

*419. To ask the Minister for Justice when she expects the new helicopter and aircraft to 
come into Garda Air Support Unit Fleet; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim 
O’Callaghan. [7610/24]

*420. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of criminal damage incidents reported to 
gardaí within J District of DMR in 2023 and to-date in 2024, in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7611/24]

*421. To ask the Minister for Justice if a new contract to provide additional marked and 
unmarked Garda vans will be put out to tender during Q2 this year. — Jim O’Callaghan. 
[7612/24]

*422. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of CBD Levels 4 and 5 held for gardaí within 
DMR in the years of 2022, 2023 and to-date in 2024; the duration of these courses, in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [7613/24]

*423. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of drivers summoned to court for failure to 
pay	 a	 fixed	 charge	 notice	within	 the	 statutory	 payment	 timeframe	 for	 the	 offence	 of	 holding	 a	
mobile phone while driving by District Court in each of the years 2020 to 2023 and to date in 
2024; the number of drivers convicted per year per District Court and the penalties imposed; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [7651/24]

*424. To ask the Minister for Justice further to recent correspondence that issued from her 
Department’s citizenship registration unit in the case of a person (details supplied); if a time 
extension to obtain the requested documents will be granted given the communication from the 
Revenue	Commissioners	 to	 the	 effect	 that	 it	will	 take	 up	 to	 20	days	 to	 obtain	 their	P60s	 from	
2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [7674/24]

*425. To ask the Minister for Justice the reason for delay in progressing an application for 
citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [7679/24]

*426. To ask the Minister for Justice if he will make the necessary changes to ensure that 
bookmakers that are granted a licence to operate in Ireland are required to take the appropriate 
steps to allow gambling addicts to easily self-exclude from their business (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Cathal Crowe. [7695/24]
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*427. To ask the Minister for Justice what progress has been made in establishing the 
conveyancing profession; when the results from the Legal Services Regulatory Authority report 
on the matter will be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. 
[7696/24]

*428. To ask the Minister for Justice what actions she is taking to address delays in the 
property purchasing processes pertaining to conveyancing; if she will consider implementing a 
seller’s legal pack under the Bill of the same name, or a similar measure; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [7697/24]

*429. To ask the Minister for Justice in light of the recent conviction of a Circuit Court 
judge	 for	 sexual	 offences,	 to	 explain	 how	 it	was	 possible	 for	 somebody	with	 so	many	 serious	
complaints	 against	 them	 to	 be	 appointed	 as	 a	 Circuit	 Court	 judge;	 to	 confirm	 that	 neither	 the	
Gardaí nor the school previously employing the judge undertook any activity which could be 
perceived as covering up complaints against the judge (or any behaviours similar to those subject 
to	complaint)	prior	to	his	appointment;	to	outline	any	efforts	taken	by	the	Department	or	agencies	
of the Department to ascertain whether any possible covering-up took place; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [7722/24]

*430. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of visa application appeals for family 
reunification	 for	 immediate	 family	 members	 of	 Irish	 citizens	 that	 have	 not	 yet	 been	 decided	
upon; the number of weeks each appeal has been awaiting a decision; the business target for these 
appeals; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [7736/24]

*431. To ask the Minister for Justice the amount spent by An Garda Síochána on purchasing 
the most modern evidential breath testing machines in 2022, 2023 and to-date in 2024, in tabular 
form. — Catherine Murphy. [7847/24]

*432. To ask the Minister for Justice if her Department plans to update the Firearms and 
Offensive	Weapons	Act	1990.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[7848/24]

*433. To ask the Minister for Justice how many people nationally are on a waiting list for 
renewal of their Irish residence permit (formerly GNIB); if the Department considers this a delay; 
and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Paul	McAuliffe.	[7928/24]

*434. To ask the Minister for Justice how many citizenship applications were submitted in the 
period from 1 January to 31 March 2022, and how many of these applications are still awaiting 
decisions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [8035/24]

*435. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of male prisoners and number of female 
prisoners at each prison and the number therein that are serving sentences of 0-3months, 3-6 
months, 6 months - 1 year, 1-2 years, 2-3 years, 3-4 years, 4-5 years, 5-10 years, 10-15 years, 
15-20 years and over 20 years, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Matt Carthy. [8057/24]

*436. To ask the Minister for Justice whether she intends to expand the safe country list in the 
short term again; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [8066/24]

*437. To ask the Minister for Justice if she or her Department are concerned about the number 
of IPAS applicants arriving to Dublin via Belfast; what actions she is taking on same; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [8067/24]
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*438. To ask the Minister for Justice for an update on a residence permit renewal application 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. 
[8079/24]

*439.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 for	an	update	on	a	naturalisation	certificate	application	
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. 
[8080/24]

*440. To ask the Minister for Justice how many applications for citizenship were submitted 
between January 2022-March 2022 inclusive; how many of these applications are still pending 
decisions for this period; has the Department engaged with applicants who are waiting on a 
decision from this time period; whether the Department provides reasons for the extended delay 
when issuing their decision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. 
[8082/24]

*441. To ask the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 255 of 14 February 
2024, if her Department in undertaking checks to ensure that spending is not used on activities 
outside	 that	 specified	within	 the	 relevant	 grant	 agreement	 has	 uncovered	 any	 breaches	 of	 this	
condition since 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [8112/24]

Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

*442. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will extend the time 
for the planting of whitethorn hedging until net planting season due to the current state of 
groundwater on land and the scarcity of the hedging roots under the ACRES scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Canney. [7407/24]

*443. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when payments will be issued 
to a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Mattie McGrath. [7414/24]

*444. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an ECO payment will 
issue to a person in County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7430/24]

*445. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for action on a matter (details 
supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7435/24]

*446. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the annual cost of running the 
forestry division of his Department including outsourced ecology each year since 2010, in tabular 
form;	if	he	will	provide	a	list	of	the	area	of	afforestation	planted	in	each	of	those	years;	and	if	he	
will make a statement on the matter. — Sean Sherlock. [7490/24]

*447. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if there are template reports 
that	 ecologists	 are	waiting	 on	 from	his	Department	 in	 order	 to	 submit	 reports	 for	 afforestation	
applications in bird and bird foraging areas; when his Department will release the template 
reports format; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sean Sherlock. [7491/24]
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*448. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the sources of information 
which led to the development of curlew layers on IForIS; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Sean Sherlock. [7492/24]

*449. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if information will be provided 
in relation to forestry applications for each of the three districts covering County Cork (details 
supplied), in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [7493/24]

*450. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 116 of 31 January 2024, when his Department will have the IT system in place to 
pay those persons who are part of a partnership arrangement (details supplied) who have applied 
under ACRES; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Fitzmaurice. [7527/24]

*451. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of applicants 
who are part of a farm partnership have received payment under ACRES; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Fitzmaurice. [7528/24]

*452. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will clarify if a person 
(details supplied) can qualify for the Shannon callows scheme. — Robert Troy. [7569/24]

*453. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the expected date on which 
farmers awaiting payment under the ACRES co-operation scheme will be paid, in view that 
previously	confirmed	payments	due	 to	commence	 in	February	2024	have	now	been	changed	 to	
interim payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [7574/24]

*454.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 for	 clarification	on	a	matter	
(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7652/24]

*455. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to detail, in tabular form, the 
peer	 reviewed	 research	 reports	 his	Department	 relied	 upon	 in	 the	 definition	 of	 organo	mineral	
soil and the maximum depth of 30 cm; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Fitzmaurice. [7667/24]

*456. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to detail, in tabular form, the 
peer reviewed research reports which prove that native woodlands sequester more carbon on peat 
soils that conifers, taking account of the full life cycle of the timber used in construction, etc; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Fitzmaurice. [7668/24]

*457. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if peat lands excluded from 
the	afforestation	scheme	in	the	new	forestry	programme	can	potentially	be	used	for	other	farming	
purposes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Fitzmaurice. [7669/24]

*458. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of greyhounds 
injured in racing, trials and sales events in 2023 and to date in 2024; the type of injury in each 
case; the date and location where they occurred; the number killed outright or euthanised by track 
vets; the number and causes of additional racing fatalities; and the results of any related post-
mortems. — Paul Murphy. [7685/24]

*459. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will provide details of 
the greyhound track attendance statistics for 2023 and to date in 2024, covering both Greyhound 
Racing	 Ireland	 tracks	 and	 private	 tracks;	 the	 breakdown	 of	 the	 figures,	 by	 attendance	 at	 each	
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track,	type	of	entry,	that	is,	paid	entry,	free	entry,	entry	by	adults,	children,	staff,	owners/trainers,	
bookmakers, press, and so on; and type of event that is, racing, trials, sales, and non-racing 
events, in tabular form. — Paul Murphy. [7686/24]

*460. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his Department would 
provide support for livestock marts in situations where they need grant assistance to refurbish and 
upgrade facilities. — Brian Stanley. [7833/24]

*461. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to Parliamentary 
Question	 No.	 451	 of	 30	 January	 2024,	 if	 he	 is	 satisfied	with	 the	 international	 standard	 ISPM	
No.15	 for	 regulation	 of	 wood	 packaging	 in	 international	 trade	 and	 its	 effectiveness	 in	 finding	
contaminated wood and preventing Ireland’s exposure from future threats similar to the recent 
bark beetle issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [7911/24]

*462. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason a person (details 
supplied)	who	applied	for	the	position	of	technical	agricultural	officer	position	in	his	Department,	
who was abjudged to have met the qualifying standard at interview, and when called for the said 
interview was adjudged to have met all of the requirements for the position, was not considered 
for the position; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael McNamara. [7958/24]

*463. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the level of engagement 
his	 Department	 has	 had	 with	 efforts	 to	 relocate	 pets	 or	 animals	 belonging	 to	 beneficiaries	 of	
temporary	 protection	 from	 the	Ukraine	 to	 Ireland	 since	 the	 opening	 of	 the	 conflict	 in	 2022;	 if	
his Department has assisted international protection applicants in a similar manner; the costs 
involved; the contract provider engaged to deliver this service; if a tender process was involved; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [8000/24]

*464. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for a review of the allocation 
of	government	funding	to	animal	charities	in	tabular	form	over	the	past	five	years;	and	if	he	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [8081/24]

*465. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if issues in relation to straw 
chopping (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael Healy-Rae. [8085/24]

*466. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the location of the commercial 
plantations in Sligo, Leitrim and Donegal, that have power lines running through them and how 
many there are; with the possibility of more storms in the future, how are both Coillte and the 
ESB going to address the issue of badly maintained forests, trees falling over and accessibility 
issues for repair crews, where thousands of homes lost electricity for days, during storm Isha; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin. [8114/24]

Chun an Aire Leanaí, Comhionannais, Míchumais, Lánpháirtíochta agus Óige: To the Minister 
for Children, Equality; Disability; Integration and Youth.

*467. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
include functional neurological disorders in the homecare support criteria nationwide (details 
supplied).; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Flaherty. [7700/24]

*468. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when full 
local community-based neurorehabilitation teams will be in place in CHO2, as committed to be 
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delivered in 2023; when recruitment will begin to put these teams in place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [7767/24]

*469. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth how many 
courses (details supplied) will run in CHO7 in 2024; and the dates on which they will commence. 
— Eoin Ó Broin. [8092/24]

*470. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he is 
aware of the imminent risk of closure of WALK’s residential services due to a shortfall in funding 
from the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [7415/24]

*471. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when the 
enhanced medical card will be issued regarding the redress scheme proposed for mother and baby 
home survivors; the eligibility criteria that will apply; the treatments and services it will cover; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [7424/24]

*472. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the status of 
an ASD assessment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Healy-Rae. [7474/24]

*473. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of children on disability service waiting lists for children’s disability networks teams, by CHO/
CDNT for each month to date 2019-2024, inclusive, in tabular form; including the average length 
of wait; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [7475/24]

*474. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of people on disability service waiting lists for each service type, excluding children’s disability 
network teams, for each month to date 2019-2024, inclusive, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [7476/24]

*475. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the 
number of children on waiting lists for an assessment of need for each month to date 2019-2024, 
inclusive, in tabular form; the number overdue for completion; and the average length of wait. — 
David Cullinane. [7477/24]

*476. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when a 
child (details supplied); will receive an appointment for assessment; the reason for the delay; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [7482/24]

*477. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of residential places for disabled people that were delivered in 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 and to 
date in 2024. — Pauline Tully. [7503/24]

*478. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the total 
number of people with an intellectual disability, autism, physical or sensory disability, both 
children and adults, in receipt of respite services in 2022. — Pauline Tully. [7504/24]

*479. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the current 
number of vacancies/vacant posts within children’s disability network teams; the nature of the 
posts; and how long each post has been vacant in counties Roscommon and Galway, in tabular 
form. — Claire Kerrane. [7541/24]
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*480. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth to provide 
an update following correspondence issued to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Disability 
Matters stating that the long stay contribution legislation is currently receiving attention, the 
outcome of this work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [7542/24]

*481. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
publish in full the minutes and documents associated with the Interdepartmental Group that 
met to discuss the forthcoming referenda on the Constitution; if he will provide details of the 
membership of the Group; the number of times it met; the attendees at each meeting; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [7546/24]

*482. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the details 
of all funding that is available to groups that wish to raise awareness about dyslexia. — Pauline 
Tully. [7550/24]

*483. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth for an 
update on the provision of a dedicated respite centre (details supplied) for counties Cavan and 
Monaghan; what stage the centre is at; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh 
Smyth. [7586/24]

*484. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of people seeking international protection that are currently accommodated at the M Hotel, 
Kingscourt Road, Carrickmacross; if there are proposals to increase the number of people 
accommodated at this location, and the details if so; if there will be any community engagement 
prior to any such increase; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. 
[7590/24]

*485.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	confirm	if	
the former St. Lukes Hospital Farm, Glenconnor, Clonmel, County Tipperary is being considered 
as a location for an accommodation centre for asylum seekers; to give details of any contracts 
issued to develop this farm for a reception centre; if his Department has had any engagement 
in relation to this property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. 
[7592/24]

*486.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	confirm	if	
his Department have any plans to use a hotel in Tipperary as an accommodation centre for asylum 
seekers (details supplied); if his Department has had any engagements with owners in relation to 
this property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [7593/24]

*487.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	confirm	if	
his Department have any plans to use a property in south Tipperary as an accommodation centre 
for asylum seekers (details supplied); if his Department have had any engagements with owners 
in relation to this property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. 
[7594/24]

*488. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the total 
number of unique children availing of NCS in 2022 and 2023, in tabular form. — Kathleen 
Funchion. [7619/24]
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*489. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the total 
number of unique children that are enrolled in an ECCE service, also availing of an NCS subsidy 
for 2022 and 2023, in tabular form. — Kathleen Funchion. [7620/24]

*490. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the total 
number of unique children that are in a sponsorship arrangement through the NCS for 2022 and 
2023; the full year cost for 2022 and 2023; the cost per child of these sponsorship arrangements; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Kathleen Funchion. [7621/24]

*491. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth to review 
staffing	 levels	 in	 his	 Department	 (details	 supplied);	 the	 steps	 his	 Department	 is	 taking	 to	 fill	
positions in CHO1; the number across the various professionals in the HSE in this Department, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7666/24]

*492. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the location 
to which a person (details supplied) will be transferred; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [7676/24]

*493. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth for an 
update on the recent funding challenges faced by WALK’s residential services, and what steps are 
being taken to ensure the continuity of quality care for vulnerable individuals; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [7690/24]

*494. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the total 
number of children availing of the national childcare subsidy in 2022 and 2023, and the total cost 
in 2022 and 2023, in tabular form.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Kathleen 
Funchion. [7698/24]

*495. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the current 
positions	within	the	Monaghan	CDNT	that	are	currently	unfilled	either	due	to	vacancy	or	leave;	
the	length	of	time	in	each	instance	that	the	post	and	been	unfilled;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7744/24]

*496. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the current 
status of the position of manager at Monaghan CDNT; if the current manager, temporary or 
otherwise, has the full authority to make decisions relating to the care and treatment of children; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7745/24]

*497. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of children in County Monaghan currently receiving OT services through the CDNT; the number 
therein that require additional hours; the number therein that receive this service through an 
outsourced or private body; his proposals to increase the level of OT services provided in County 
Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7747/24]

*498. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth whether 
those families who are forced to source services such as OT due to lack of availability within the 
CDNTs will have their costs recouped by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Matt Carthy. [7748/24]

*499. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if an 
application has been received from an organisation (details supplied) for funding that would 
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allow this service to provide day respite to children on Saturdays and Sundays in the modern, 
purpose built facilities that are available; the status of such an application; when the funding 
will be allocated for this service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. 
[7762/24]

*500. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he 
is aware of a business case developed by an organisation (details supplied) that would enable 
this body to provide overnight respite services; if he will ensure that the necessary funding is 
provided to bring this proposal to fruition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt 
Carthy. [7763/24]

*501. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he is 
aware of a business case developed by an organisation (details supplied) that would enable this 
body to provide additional residential places in this north Monaghan community; if he will ensure 
that the necessary funding is provided to bring this proposal to fruition; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7764/24]

*502. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of children’s disability services regional assessment hubs that have been established as of 13 
February 2024 in both the CHO7 and 9 areas. — Catherine Murphy. [7837/24]

*503. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he 
is aware that to date, three crèches have withdrawn from core funding due to the funding not 
covering operational costs in an area (details supplied), resulting in fees increasing by up to 
28%; if he will increase the core funding or provide top-ups for crèche operators experiencing 
difficulties;	 the	 other	measures	 he	 is	 taking	 to	 support	 crèche	 operators	 experiencing	 financial	
difficulties;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Francis	Noel	Duffy.	[7920/24]

*504. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth how 
many crèches have withdrawn from the core funding scheme nationwide; and if he will make a 
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Francis	Noel	Duffy.	[7921/24]

*505. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if home care 
or respite can be made available in the case of a family (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [7927/24]

*506. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if an under-
age exemption can be approved for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Willie O’Dea. [7929/24]

*507. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when grants 
will be available for childcare providers to extend their premises; the details of the scheme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Peter Burke. [7934/24]

*508. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he 
will permit an additional ECCE year to be sanctioned where a school (details supplied) is 
oversubscribed and cannot enrol a pupil in the coming academic year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [7961/24]

*509. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the total 
additional respite places that have been put in place from January 2018 to December 2023; the 
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number of these that were planned and the number that were emergency placements. — Pauline 
Tully. [8021/24]

*510. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the total 
number of residential places as of December 2023; the number of these that were planned and 
the number that were emergency placements; the total cost of providing an additional planned 
residential place; and the total cost of providing an additional emergency residential place. — 
Pauline Tully. [8022/24]

*511. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the total 
number of disabled adults provided with respite services in 2022; and the number of these adults 
who are cared for in their family home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pauline 
Tully. [8023/24]

*512. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the total 
number of disabled children provided with respite services in 2022; and the number of these 
children who are cared for in their family home. — Pauline Tully. [8024/24]

*513. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if a new 
round of the disability participation and awareness fund will open for applications in 2024. — 
Pauline Tully. [8034/24]

*514. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if there 
are proposals or negotiations to accommodate people seeking international protection, or other 
accommodation programmes under his Department’s auspices, at a hotel (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [8058/24]

*515. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if there 
are proposals or negotiations to accommodate people seeking international protection, or other 
accommodation programmes under his Department’s auspices, at a hotel (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [8059/24]

*516. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he and 
his Department have allocated more money to assist with the communications on migration and 
integration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [8072/24]

*517. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the date for 
the opening of the redress scheme for survivors of mother and baby homes; if the programme 
is on schedule to be launched; the projected processing time payments; and if he will make a 
statement on concerns that processing will be too slow and that the enhanced medical card may 
not	be	sufficient	for	survivors	in	view	of	pressures	on	services.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[8113/24]

Chun an Aire Sláinte: To the Minister for Health.

*518. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children and adults currently being treated 
at the OT room at St. Davnets complex in Monaghan; the proposals to increase the use of this 
room; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [7746/24]

*519.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 for	 the	 cost	 to	 date	 of	 the	 State	 Solicitor’s	 Office’s	
expenditure on external legal and consultancy fees related to all litigation arising from the 
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National Children’s Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. 
[8076/24]

*520. To ask the Minister for Health if he intends to regulate CAMHS and if he agrees that 
the CAMHS is in need of reform; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Canney. 
[7412/24]

*521. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person (details supplied) who 
has been waiting over a year for an appointment at the Royal Victoria Hospital for treatment of 
Stargardt Disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [7413/24]

*522. To ask the Minister for Health when a person in County Meath (details supplied) will get 
an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [7423/24]

*523. To ask the Minister for Health his plans for the future location of the main laboratory for 
genetic testing in Ireland which is currently housed at CHI Crumlin; the reason this is not being 
accommodated in the new Children’s Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Denis Naughten. [7426/24]

*524.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	number	of	unfilled	positions	 across	 all	Rape	Crisis	
Centres in the country; the works that are in progress to equalise pay rates and pay scales of 
counsellors with their HSE counterparts; the current waiting times for women to access these 
services	and	the	efforts	and	plans	underway	to	meet	the	urgent	needs	of	people	in	crisis	situations	
in a more humane, compassionate and timely manner; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [7427/24]

*525. To ask the Minister for Health if an estimate has been carried out to determine the cost 
of reopening the emergency department at Nenagh Hospital; to produce any analysis of such a 
measure that may have been commissioned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Martin Browne. [7428/24]

*526. To ask the Minister for Health if he will seek information on whether the audit tool as 
referenced in a response from the HSE (details supplied) has been completed and put in place by 
the	national	dementia	office;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Fergus	O’Dowd.	
[7439/24]

*527. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the draft design guide for long-term 
residential care settings for older people, recently published by his Department in conjunction 
with HIQA and the HSE, with particular reference to the proposition to cap future nursing homes 
at 85 beds; if he will provide the policy rationale for such a move; if he is aware of concerns in 
the sector that this may result in a cessation of provision of new nursing homes, due to economies 
of scale; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [7472/24]

*528. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address concerns raised regarding the health 
centre in Collooney (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David 
Cullinane. [7473/24]

*529. To ask the Minister for Health when the guideline and calculations used to assess 
the	qualification	 for	 the	under-70s	medical	 card	was	 last	 reviewed;	 how	can	 it	 be	 justified	 and	
deemed equitable that the basic allowance for a couple to qualify for a full medical under-70s 
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medical card still stands at €266.50 per week, when the rate of jobseeker’s allowance for a couple 
is €386.00 per week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [7496/24]

*530. To ask the Minister for Health when will Government funding be available for public 
IVF; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [7497/24]

*531. To ask the Minister for Health what action has his Department has taken to ensure the 
HSE pays the €17.03 million owed to Dublin City Council for the ambulance service provided 
by Dublin Fire Brigade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. 
[7537/24]

*532. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 319 of 9 November 
2023, the number of active dentists on the dental scheme for medical card holders in both 
counties or if there are none; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. 
[7539/24]

*533. To ask the Minister for Health how many palliative care beds are currently operational 
at Raheen, Community Hospital, County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael McNamara. [7557/24]

*534. To ask the Minister for Health the progress on reforms regarding the serious concerns 
surrounding Children and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) which have been 
reported repeatedly for years (including both the very concerning review of CAMHS in the 
Mental Health Commission and Maskey reports) and yet families across Ireland have seen no 
urgent action or prioritisation of reform, 22,000 children referred to CAMHS each year continue 
to be failed as a result. — Robert Troy. [7561/24]

*535. To ask the Minister for Health when additional funding/services will be provided for the 
treatment	of	eating	disorders	(details	supplied)	in	County	Kerry.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7580/24]

*536. To ask the Minister for Health what developer the HSE entered into their operational 
lease agreement with for Ballyhaunis primary care centre; on what date that agreement was 
signed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [7588/24]

*537. To ask the Minister for Health the original date provided to the HSE for the completion 
of the Ballyhaunis primary care centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Ring. [7589/24]

*538. To ask the Minister for Health if the Government, given the implications of the 
adoption	 and	 ratification	 of	 the	 proposed	 WHO	 Pandemic	 Treaty	 and	 proposed	 amendments	
to the International Health Regulations, will enable a recourse to the people (details supplied) 
and thereby enable a constitutional referendum to be held to ascertain the views of the people, 
who are guardians of the Constitution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie 
McGrath. [7599/24]

*539. To ask the Minister for Health if a medication will be approved for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Canney. [7623/24]

*540. To ask the Minister for Health when the position of occupational therapist for the Dublin 
4	region	(CH06)	will	be	filled;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	
[7625/24]
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*541. To ask the Minister for Health to list and detail any acute beds that have been removed 
from Mayo since 2020; the net acute bed position from the start of 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [7628/24]

*542. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a status update in relation to the 
commencement date and roll-out of the National Advisory Group for Provision of Post-
Mastectomy Products, Community Funded Schemes Service Improvement Programme in CHO1; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [7635/24]

*543. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a status update in relation to the 
commencement date and rollout of the National Advisory Group for Provision of Post-
Mastectomy Products, Community Funded Schemes Service Improvement Programme in CHO2; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [7636/24]

*544. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a status update in relation to the 
commencement date and rollout of the National Advisory Group for Provision of Post-
Mastectomy Products, Community Funded Schemes Service Improvement Programme in CHO3; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [7637/24]

*545. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a status update in relation to the 
commencement date and rollout of the National Advisory Group for Provision of Post-
Mastectomy Products, Community Funded Schemes Service Improvement Programme in CHO4; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [7638/24]

*546. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a status update in relation to the 
commencement date and rollout of the National Advisory Group for Provision of Post-
Mastectomy Products, Community Funded Schemes Service Improvement Programme in CHO5; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [7639/24]

*547. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a status update in relation to the 
anticipated commencement date and rollout of the National Advisory Group for Provision of 
Post-Mastectomy Products, Community Funded Schemes Service Improvement Programme in 
CHO6; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [7640/24]

*548. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a status update in relation to the 
anticipated commencement date and rollout date of the National Advisory Group for Provision 
of Post-Mastectomy Products, Community Funded Schemes Service Improvement Programme in 
CHO7; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [7641/24]

*549. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a status update in relation to the 
commencement date and rollout of the National Advisory Group for Provision of Post-
Mastectomy Products, Community Funded Schemes Service Improvement Programme in CHO8; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [7642/24]

*550. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a status update in relation to the 
commencement date and rollout of the National Advisory Group for Provision of Post-
Mastectomy Products, Community Funded Schemes Service Improvement Programme in CHO9; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [7643/24]

*551. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) can expect the allocated 
home help to be in place. — Robert Troy. [7645/24]
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*552. To ask the Minister for Health the amount spent in rent by the HSE in Carlow town 
on Shamrock Plaza Health Centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer 
Murnane O’Connor. [7647/24]

*553. To ask the Minister for Health if his Department has had any engagement with the HSE 
regarding the provision of an injury clinic in Carlow town; if any costings of supplying such a 
service has been undertaken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Murnane 
O’Connor. [7648/24]

*554. To ask the Minister for Health if the x-ray unit in St Dymphna’s hospital in Carlow 
has been reopened; the hours of service for the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [7649/24]

*555. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 362 of 1 February 
2024, if he believes that transgender patients are allowed to choose to access care under models 
of care other than that of the National Gender Service. — Paul Murphy. [7655/24]

*556. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 364 of 1 February 
2024, if the National Gender Service can explain exactly how the assessment quality can be 
compromised	by	being	virtual,	and	if	they	have	ever	offered	virtual	assessments.	—	Paul	Murphy.	
[7656/24]

*557. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 365 of 1 February 
2024,	 if	he	 can	confirm	 that	 in	 line	with	 section	6	of	 the	EU	 (Application	of	Patient	Rights	 in	
Cross Border Healthcare) (Amendment) Regulations 2015 that appropriate clinical oversight 
and governance for EU telemedicine providers is a matter for the member state in which the 
healthcare provider is established, and not Irish regulators such as the Irish Medical Council. — 
Paul Murphy. [7657/24]

*558. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 366 of 1 February 
2024, if thromboembolic and liver disease are not a risk of elevated testosterone levels, 
how has this information persisted across all four versions of the National Gender Service’s 
Endocrinology NCHD Induction document. — Paul Murphy. [7658/24]

*559. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 367 of 1 February 
2024, if hormone concentrations can guide treatment decisions, the reason the NGS recommend 
GPs not to monitor them. — Paul Murphy. [7659/24]

*560. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 373 of 1 February 
2024, the source of the data that the increased risk of suicide of trans people persists after gender 
affirming	surgery.	—	Paul	Murphy.	[7660/24]

*561. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 373 of 1 February 
2024, the details of the National Gender Service’s outstanding business cases and the calculations 
that demonstrate these will reduce the waiting list to months. — Paul Murphy. [7661/24]

*562. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 373 of 1 February 
2024, if any patient of the National Gender Service has ever been turned away due to their lack of 
employment and its impact on their occupational functioning. — Paul Murphy. [7662/24]
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*563. To ask the Minister for Health whether a candidate’s desire to exercise their 
conscientious objection with regard to the non-performance of terminations of pregnancy would 
disadvantage them in the hiring or promotions process within the Health Service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Michael Collins. [7664/24]

*564. To ask the Minister for Health his views on the roll-out of abortion provision in the eight 
remaining hospitals that he said would be performing abortions by early 2024; the number of 
people appointed to positions to ensure abortion provision could begin in these hospitals; the 
various	positions	people	were	appointed	to,	including	obstetricians,	nursing	staff	etcetera;	the	cost	
of these hirings and any other administrative or capital costs incurred in the roll-out of abortion 
provision in these facilities; any additional expenditure earmarked to be spent to complete the 
roll-out in 2024; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Collins. [7665/24]

*565. To ask the Minister for Health if he will open discussions with the CMO and the 
secretary general in relation to the urgent need to introduce urogynaecological mesh operations; 
why was this procedure not introduced in Autumn 2023 as expected; if the Minister will do 
everything within his power to ensure that these operations are provided in Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [7693/24]

*566. To ask the Minister for Health the total cost spent by the HSE on contractors for 
maintenance work (details supplied) in 2023. — Claire Kerrane. [7712/24]

*567. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) will have their CORU 
registration completed. — Michael Creed. [7713/24]

*568. To ask the Minister for Health when the public dental service located in Carlow (details 
supplied) will be reopened; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Murnane 
O’Connor. [7720/24]

*569. To ask the Minister for Health the current number of patients awaiting treatment from 
CAMHS in each CHO; the length of time patients have been on said waiting lists, in tabular 
form; and what steps are being taken to rapidly reduce CAMHS waiting lists. — Holly Cairns. 
[7725/24]

*570. To ask the Minister for Health to provide clarity on the eating disorder treatment 
process; and to detail what treatments families are entitled to. — Holly Cairns. [7726/24]

*571. To ask the Minister for Health if eating disorder treatment could be provided regardless 
of an individual’s weight; and whether individual and/or family-based therapy could be provided 
at every step of the treatment process. — Holly Cairns. [7727/24]

*572. To ask the Minister for Health what steps are being taken to provide more specialised 
facilities	 for	 eating	 disorder	 sufferers;	 what	 steps	 are	 being	 taken	 to	 provide	 more	 outpatient	
facilities; and what steps are being taken to provide eating disorder specialists in all public 
hospitals. — Holly Cairns. [7728/24]

*573. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to provide more in-patient facilities for eating 
disorder	 sufferers	 or	 to	 facilitate	 a	 reduction	 of	 catchment	 restrictions;	 and	 if	 all	 in-patient	
facilities will provide nasogastric tube feeding where required. — Holly Cairns. [7729/24]
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*574.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	what	 steps	 are	 being	 taken	 to	 recruit	 staff	 so	 existing	
eating	disorder	treatment	teams	can	reach	full	capacity;	if	more	staff	will	receive	specific	training	
to	treat	eating	disorders;	and	if	funding	for	specialised	staff	will	be	ringfenced.	—	Holly	Cairns.	
[7730/24]

*575. To ask the Minister for Health if funding will be made available to update the expired 
2018 Eating Disorders Services Model of Care; if funding will be ringfenced for more beds; 
and if funding can be ringfenced to consistently fund the HSE Clinical Programme for Eating 
Disorders. — Holly Cairns. [7731/24]

*576. To ask the Minister for Health if transitional supports for eating disorders such as meal 
support and mental health supports can be provided to patients in order to improve the transition 
between hospitals and homes, CAMHS and AMHS. — Holly Cairns. [7732/24]

*577. To ask the Minister for Health what avenues are available for families who wish to seek 
recourse where the level of care for an eating disorder is not adequate; and if he will commit to 
putting in place such a process if one is not available. — Holly Cairns. [7733/24]

*578. To ask the Minister for Health if his Department would conduct research to gain an 
accurate	 picture	 of	 how	 many	 people	 are	 suffering	 with	 eating	 disorders	 in	 Ireland	 and	 what	
resources are actually needed; and if a needs assessment for bed capacity will be carried out. — 
Holly Cairns. [7734/24]

*579. To ask the Minister for Health if there is any circumstance where the fair deal payment 
owed at the end of a nursing home resident’s stay is deferred or can be paid in instalments over a 
period of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Kathleen Funchion. [7743/24]

*580. To ask the Minister for Health the waiting list numbers to see a child neurologist in CHI 
Crumlin for each year from 2016 to date, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Thomas Pringle. [7751/24]

*581. To ask the Minister for Health how many children are presently waiting 0 - 6 months for 
an appointment to see a child neurologist in CHI Crumlin; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Thomas Pringle. [7752/24]

*582. To ask the Minister for Health how many children are presently waiting 12-18 months 
for an appointment to see a child neurologist in CHI Crumlin; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [7753/24]

*583. To ask the Minister for Health how many children are presently waiting 18 – 24 months 
for an appointment to see a child neurologist in CHI Crumlin; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [7754/24]

*584. To ask the Minister for Health how many children are presently waiting over 24 months 
for an appointment to see a child neurologist in CHI Crumlin; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [7755/24]

*585. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in County Donegal will 
receive a scheduled appointment with their neurologist in Crumlin Children’s Hospital, given 
they been waiting over 15 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas 
Pringle. [7756/24]
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*586. To ask the Minister for Health if kleinfelters syndrome patients have an eligibility to 
free	blood	testing	specific	to	their	condition	through	their	own	GP	practices;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. [7758/24]

*587. To ask the Minister for Health if sperm retrieval and storage is available to kleinfelters 
syndrome patients in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. 
[7759/24]

*588. To ask the Minister for Health for an update on the implementations on 
recommendations from the nursing homes support scheme (fair deal); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [7812/24]

*589. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in County Clare will 
receive an urgent appointment at the urology department in Galway University Hospital; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Michael McNamara. [7816/24]

*590.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	for	clarification	on	a	matter	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7832/24]

*591. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated full-year cost of providing ten extra 
memory technology resource rooms. — Catherine Murphy. [7840/24]

*592. To ask the Minister for Health the number of dedicated WTE consultant 
endocrinologists, dietitians, advanced nurse practitioners, podiatrists, clinical nurse specialists 
and	 staff	 nurses	 currently	 dedicated	 to	 the	 outpatient	 adult	 diabetics	 clinic	 at	 St.	 Vincent’s	
University Hospital. — Catherine Murphy. [7841/24]

*593. To ask the Minister for Health what an individual, who is employed in a private 
company, but worked on a contract in a clinical setting in a hospital during the peak of the Covid 
pandemic can do in order to apply for the Covid bonus’ when their employer refuses to lodge 
an application on their behalf, but they meet the criteria; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Noel Grealish. [7850/24]

*594. To ask the Minister for Health the total number of children being treated in-patient adult 
mental health facilities. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [7864/24]

*595. To ask the Minister for Health if he is aware that the community neurorehabilitation 
team	in	CHO1	is	operating	with	less	than	a	third	of	the	minimum	recommended	staffing;	his	plans	
to	address	 this	understaffing;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	
[7865/24]

*596. To ask the Minister for Health the nature of the communication that has been made with 
the	developers	of	a	primary	care	centre	(details	supplied);	specifically	the	directives	given	to	them	
regarding the necessity to restart construction activities; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Alan Dillon. [7868/24]

*597.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 to	 comment	 on	 the	 appointment	 of	 an	 official	 (details	
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [7908/24]

*598. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 358 of 23 
November	2023,	if	he	will	outline	the	findings	from	the	recent	injury	unit	review	and	if	he	will	
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comment on a possible extension of opening hours at Ennis injury unit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [7909/24]

*599. To ask the Minister for Health how many eye cataract operations were completed in 
2023 and 2024 to date in CHO4, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Pádraig O’Sullivan. [7918/24]

*600. To ask the Minister for Health the current progress and planned delivery date for each of 
the primary care centres planned for Connemara; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Mairéad Farrell. [7926/24]

*601. To ask the Minister for Health why a person (details supplied) is waiting six years for an 
appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7933/24]

*602. To ask the Minister for Health to review a case (details supplied); if he can provide an 
update on this appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[7946/24]

*603. To ask the Minister for Health for an outline of the CAMHS service in counties Laois 
and	Offaly;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Charles	Flanagan.	[7948/24]

*604. To ask the Minister for Health the current position on the reform and the regulation of 
CAMHS under the Mental Health Act 2001. — Charles Flanagan. [7949/24]

*605. To ask the Minister for Health if he is aware that a large number of children with 
disabilities are being refused entry to hydrotherapy pool in Cavan (details supplied) as there is no 
hydro therapist available to assist children with complex needs; if she can investigate this matter 
and implement same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7959/24]

*606. To ask the Minister for Health the current status of the provision of primary school 
dental services by the Health Service Executive in CHO5 and 3; the waiting times for the initial 
assessment of an individual and the subsequent waiting times for orthodontic treatment for 
such individuals once they have been referred; his views on whether it is acceptable that a child 
residing in Tipperary will be subjected to a waiting period of 24 months or longer for an initial 
assessment (details supplied) upon completion of the assessment; the anticipated waiting period 
for this child to receive dental and orthodontic treatment; if a child’s case will be referred to the 
treatment purchase fund for immediate treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Lowry. [7974/24]

*607. To ask the Minister for Health for urgent assistance regarding the matter of securing a 
local doctor for Cahersiveen, County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7976/24]

*608. To ask the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) can urgently be admitted 
to Beaumont Hospital, who is currently in Blanchardstown Connolly Hospital since 12 February 
2024; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [7980/24]

*609. To ask the Minister for Health if he will take the necessary steps, in conjunction with the 
relevant	officials	 in	hospital	groups	across	Ireland,	 to	ensure	 that	 there	 is	a	dedicated	room	and	
facility in each maternity hospital for those experiencing pregnancy loss (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Cathal Crowe. [7982/24]
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*610. To ask the Minister for Health if his Department will give priority to the completion 
and implementation of the National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services taking into account the 
growth in the population and in particular the increase in numbers of people over 65 years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [7984/24]

*611. To ask the Minister for Health for an update on a vacancy (details supplied); how long 
the	position	has	been	vacant;	what	efforts	are	being	made	by	HSE	to	fill	this	position;	when	the	
position	will	be	filled;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[7986/24]

*612. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on the Department’s position 
to provide funding for a full pay restoration for all section 39 organisations and return to their 
alignment with HSE pay scales; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-
Rae. [7987/24]

*613. To ask the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [7989/24]

*614. To ask the Minister for Health if he is aware of delays some cancer patients are facing 
when getting a medical card; what measures he is taking to address these delays; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [7776/24]

*615. To ask the Minister for Health if an appointment can be brought forward for a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [7996/24]

*616. To ask the Minister for Health when a person in County Donegal (details supplied) can 
expect to receive a replacement hearing aid from the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Pearse Doherty. [7998/24]

*617.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 if	 a	 person	 (details	 supplied)	 qualifies	 for	 ophthalmic	
assistance via medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[7999/24]

*618. To ask the Minister for Health if there are any plans to establish an independent 
commissioner for ageing and older people; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael Healy-Rae. [8007/24]

*619. To ask the Minister for Health if he has any future plans to make improvements to 
implementation of policy commitments (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [8012/24]

*620. To ask the Minister for Health if St. John of God’s Hospital received the Covid payment 
for	 frontline	 staff	who	worked	 through	 the	 pandemic;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter. — John Lahart. [8016/24]

*621. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a person (details supplied) is 
provided homecare supports again; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan 
Smith. [8017/24]

*622. To ask the Minister for Health if his Department could examine the circumstances 
surrounding the removal of homecare support for persons (details supplied); if he will provide the 
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details behind why these supports were stopped; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Duncan Smith. [8018/24]

*623. To ask the Minister for Health if he will urgently review the cost of the shingles vaccine 
at present; if he is aware that this vaccine currently costs over €900 in Ireland and €440 in the 
United Kingdom (details supplied). — Robert Troy. [8019/24]

*624. To ask the Minister for Health if GMS dental patients who cannot access dentists in 
Ireland can travel to Northern Ireland (details supplied) to have procedures done and if not, can 
the HSE refund or part refund the costs. — Dara Calleary. [8020/24]

*625. To ask the Minister for Health to review correspondence (details supplied); if he can 
provide an update on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[8026/24]

*626. To ask the Minister for Health for an update on the proposal to appoint an independent 
commissioner for ageing and older people; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Marian Harkin. [8027/24]

*627.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 in	 light	of	 the	 large-scale	qualifications	 fraud	currently	
under	 investigation	 by	 the	 Nursing	 and	 Midwifery	 Council	 in	 the	 UK,	 if	 he	 is	 satisfied	 that	
no	 similar	 concern	 arises	 with	 nursing	 staff	 registered	 here	 in	 Ireland	 or	 on	 foot	 of	 their	 UK	
registration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [8039/24]

*628. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No.1368 of 7 
November 2023, if details can be provided to the precise location of property being considered 
for purchase in relation to (details supplied); if he and the HSE will engage locally on the matter; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Martin Browne. [8044/24]

*629. To ask the Minister for Health the reason an independent expert is no longer involved 
in assessing the ventilation systems in the operating theatres of the new National Children’s 
Hospital (details supplied), given that the guidelines written by that independent expert will 
still be used for validation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. 
[8055/24]

*630. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the position of St 
Brendan’s Community Village Project in Mulranny, County Mayo which provides a continuum of 
housing care from independent living through to high support care, within the one community; if 
he	appreciates	that	the	viability	of	this	not-for-profit	charity	is	threatened	by	the	same	challenges	
which	affect	the	many	smaller	nursing	homes	which	have	closed	since	2020;	the	reason	why	this	
facility receives substantially less funding from the NTPF than HSE facilities; if he accepts that 
a smaller, local setting is more conducive to the wellbeing of older residents; if he intends to 
adjust	the	financial	supports	for	smaller	scale	supported	housing	and	nursing	homes	so	that	they	
are viable small businesses and appropriate care facilities for residents; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [8056/24]

*631. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons on the waiting list for hip 
replacement surgery at Galway University Hospital as of 14 February 2024; the average waiting 
time for surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [8060/24]
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*632. To ask the Minister for Health if equipment will be expedited for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [8061/24]

*633. To ask the Minister for Health if he or his Department on his behalf have done or 
discussed any studies about the health impact of excessive use of mobile phones at a young 
age; if he is concerned about this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim 
O’Callaghan. [8068/24]

*634. To ask the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appointment for a person (details 
supplied) who has been waiting on an appointment at University Hospital Limerick for over four 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [8083/24]

*635. To ask the Minister for Health the registration fee or other charges that apply to Irish 
nurses	 who	 qualified	 in	 Britain	 who	 wish	 to	 register	 and	 work	 in	 Ireland;	 if	 he	 proposes	 to	
subsidise or waive these fees in other to attract such nurses into the Irish health system; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [8094/24]

*636. To ask the Minister for Health the current waiting list, per area of need, for the Regional 
Hospital, Mullingar. — Sorca Clarke. [8100/24]

*637. To ask the Minister for Health the current level of vacancies per department in the 
Regional Hospital, Mullingar. — Sorca Clarke. [8101/24]

*638. To ask the Minister for Health the current waiting list per hospital in tabular form, for 
gynaecology for both inpatient and outpatient appointments. — Sorca Clarke. [8102/24]

*639. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children under 16 who are currently 
waiting on dental surgery per hospital, in tabular form. — Sorca Clarke. [8103/24]

*640. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children on waiting lists in tabular form per 
county for dental treatment. — Sorca Clarke. [8104/24]

Chun an Aire Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nuálaíochta agus Eolaíochta: To the 
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research; Innovation and Science.

*641. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the number of hours driven by each of the civilian drivers assigned to the Minister and Ministers 
of State in the Department in 2023. — Catherine Murphy. [7489/24]

*642. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
his plans to fund an extension of the number of fully funded radiation therapy places in Trinity 
College, Dublin and University College, Cork ahead of September 2024; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [7570/24]

*643. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
his plans to fund an extension of the number of practise tutors for radiation therapy courses in 
Trinity College, Dublin and University College, Cork ahead of September 2024; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [7571/24]

*644. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if	he	is	confident	the	State	is	investing	enough	on	resource-intensive	data	and	computing	power	
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to help the research and academic community build and understand AI. — Louise O’Reilly. 
[7703/24]

*645. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and 
Science	 if	 he	 is	 confident	 Irish	 SMEs	 are	 benefiting	 from	 the	 European	 High-Performance	
Computing Joint Undertaking; the involvement of private and public Irish entities to date with the 
undertaking; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [7705/24]

*646. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and 
Science	 if	 he	 is	 confident	 the	 Irish	 research	 community	 is	 benefiting	 from	 the	European	High-
Performance Computing Joint Undertaking; the involvement of private and public Irish entities 
to date with the undertaking; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. 
[7706/24]

*647. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
whether he would review the internal process within SUSI for classifying students under 23 
years of age as being irreconcilably estranged from their parents; if he is aware that students 
who have become estranged from their parents after having aged out of TUSLA’s remit, must 
receive a court order to prove their estrangement; if alternative, less expensive avenues to prove 
estrangement can be introduced ahead of the upcoming academic year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [7735/24]

*648. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 578 of 30 January 2024, when an answer can be expected; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [7978/24]

*649. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and 
Science the progress that has been made with regard to a cohort of workers (details supplied) 
in connection with contracts of employment, in particular the progress made on foot of union 
responses to the published proposals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Creed. [8005/24]

*650. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the Environmental Protection Agency has announced it has awarded research grants of €14.3 
million for 33 new research projects; if he will outline in tabular form the funding awards to 
individual	third	level	and/or	scientific	gateway;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Matt Shanahan. [8042/24]

*651. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 131	 of	 17	 February	 2021,	 the	 value	 of	 direct	 financial	
supports provided to purpose-built student accommodation providers in 2000 to 2010, and 2019 
to 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. 
[8077/24]

Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

*652.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	for	clarification	on	a	matter	
(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7652/24]
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*653. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development to provide an update on the 
number of applications that have been received per county under the 2023 Community Centres 
Investment Fund - New Builds Measure; if there will be a new call for this scheme in 2024; and 
when will the assessment process for 2023 be completed and the awardees announced. — Alan 
Dillon. [7436/24]

*654. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when applications for the 
new Community Recognition Fund 2024 will open; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Noel Grealish. [7502/24]

*655.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	for	clarification	on	a	matter	
(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[7654/24]

*656. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of number of 
times the energy kits have been taken out on loan in each library in 2023; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [7869/24]

*657. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development for an update on (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Danny Healy-Rae. [7969/24]

*658. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if the application process 
for the 2024 Community Centres Investment Fund is open; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [7997/24]

*659. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development to provide, on a county-
by-county basis, in tabular form, the funding provided for community hubs in 2023. — Michael 
Moynihan. [8037/24]

CEISTEANNA, SEACHAS CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH, I 
gCOMHAIR FREAGRA Ó BHÉAL DÉ CÉADAOIN, 21 FEABHRA, 2024 

QUESTIONS, OTHER THAN QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY, FOR ORAL 
ANSWER ON WEDNESDAY, 21 FEBRUARY, 2024

Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

1. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the Programme for Government. — 
Mary Lou McDonald. [7937/24]

2. To ask the Taoiseach to report on the work of the parliamentary liaison unit in his 
Department. — Mary Lou McDonald. [7939/24]

3. To ask the Taoiseach for a report on his joint correspondence, along with the Spanish 
Prime Minister, to European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen on the situation in 
Gaza. — James Lawless. [7943/24]

4. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change 
will meet next. — Christopher O’Sullivan. [7944/24]
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