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Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

*1.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 the	Central	 Statistics	Office	 is	 correct	 to	 report	 in	 its	 Census	
2022	 analysis	 that	 there	 are	 3441	 legally	 defined	 Electoral	 Divisions	 in	 the	 State,	 an	 increase	
from	the	3440	Electoral	Divisions	reported	in	its	Census	2016	analysis;	if	so,	the	reason	for	the	
increase,	and	where	the	additional	Electoral	Division	is	located.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[55698/23]

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha: To the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs.

*2.	 To	 ask	 the	Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 for	 the	Government’s	 policy	 on	
the	use	of	foreign	bestowed,	non-elected	titles,	such	as	‘Sir’	and	‘Dame’;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Patrick	Costello.	[55481/23]

*3.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	 Affairs	 the	 current	 status	 of	 our	
diplomatic	relationship	with	Iran;	the	recent	engagements	he	and	the	Government	have	had	with	
representatives	of	Iran;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55487/23]

*4.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	if	he	will	seek	an	exchange	of	views	
on	 the	 situations,	 including	 conflict	 and	humanitarian	 crises,	 in	 the	Horn	of	Africa,	Sudan	 and	
the	 Democratic	 Republic	 of	 Congo	 at	 the	 next	meeting	 of	 the	 Foreign	Affairs	 Council	 of	 the	
European	Council;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55488/23]

*5.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	if	he	agrees	with	the	statement	of	
European	Union	Lead	Spokesperson	 on	Foreign	Affairs	 and	Security	Policy	 (details	 supplied),	
of	31	October	2023,	that	the	violence	perpetrated	by	illegal	settlers	in	the	West	Bank	amounts	to	
terrorism;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55489/23]

*6.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	the	supports	available	to	members	
of	 the	 diaspora	 who	wish	 to	 set	 up	 gaelscoileana	 abroad;	 if	 he	 has	 engaged	with	 his	 Cabinet	
colleagues	with	regard	to	the	coordination	of	such	supports;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55490/23]

*7.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	 Affairs	 the	 number	 of	 Irish	 citizens	
currently	in	Gaza;	the	steps	being	taken	by	his	Department	to	assist	them	in	exiting	Gaza;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Catherine	Connolly.	[55518/23]

*8.	 To	 ask	 the	Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 for	 an	 update	 on	 the	 case	 of	 an	
Irish	citizen	(details	supplied)	trapped	in	Gaza;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Duncan	Smith.	[55590/23]
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*9.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 the	 outcome	 of	 his	 most	 recent	
discussions	 with	 the	 Secretary	 of	 State	 for	 Northern	 Ireland	 and	 with	 the	 political	 parties	 in	
Northern	 Ireland	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 need	 to	 have	 the	 Assembly,	 Executive	 and	 North	 South	
Ministerial	Council	 restored;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	
[55785/23]

Chun an Aire Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide: To the Minister for the Environment, 
Climate and Communications.

*10.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	he	will	outline	
the	 level	 of	 oversight	which	 the	SEAI	 conducts	with	 regard	 to	 approved	 contractors	 under	 the	
various	schemes	it	operates	for	energy	efficiency,	including	the	SEAI	better	energy	homes	scheme	
of	 2018;	what	 recourse	 a	 citizen	 (details	 supplied)	 has	who	 benefitted	 under	 the	 better	 energy	
homes	 scheme	 in	2018	but	who	has	been	 informed	now	by	 the	manufacturer	 that	 the	boiler	 in	
question	was	not	installed	in	accordance	with	the	manufactures	guidelines;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Creed.	[55494/23]

*11.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	number	of	
solar	 farms	 currently	 plugged	 into	 the	 national	 grid;	 and	 the	 number	 of	 houses	 that	 have	 been	
deep	retrofitted	in	each	of	the	past	ten	years	and	to	date	in	2023.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55540/23]

*12.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 when	 he	 is	
next	scheduled	 to	meet	 the	CEO	of	Sustainable	Energy	Authority	of	Ireland.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	
[55586/23]

*13.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	actions	he	
has	taken	to	support	the	Just	Transition	process	since	27	June	2020.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55614/23]

*14.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	there	are	any	
grants	from	his	Department	for	businesses	that	are	operating	eco-friendly	laundry	services;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Noel	Grealish.	[55618/23]

*15.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	to	review	a	case	
(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55655/23]

*16.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	there	are	any	
plans	 for	 the	Government	 to	 formally	endorse	 the	call	 for	a	 fossil	 fuel	non-proliferation	 treaty;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Francis	Noel	Duffy.	[55668/23]

*17.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	how	the	new	law	
on	waste	collection	will	be	rolled	out	in	rural	areas,	considering	many	households	in	rural	areas	
currently	do	not	have	a	food	waste	bin	or	in	some	cases	do	not	have	a	waste	collection	service	at	
all;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Claire	Kerrane.	[55682/23]

*18.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 way	 in	
which	older	people	who	have	a	right	of	residence	in	a	property	that	they	do	not	own	or	does	not	
involve	 tenancy	or	 lease	agreements,	 can	be	assisted	 to	 improve	 insulation	 through	 the	various	
energy	 upgrade	 schemes;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 David	 Stanton.	
[55739/23]
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*19.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 current	
number	of	live	studies,	reviews	and	research	undertaken	or	commissioned	by	him;	and	the	date	
by	which	easy	study,	review	and	research	is	scheduled	to	be	completed,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55760/23]

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Cosanta: To the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence.

*20.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Defence	 for	 an	 overview	 of	 the	 key	 defence	
initiatives	announced	since	27	June	2020;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[55611/23]

*21.	 To	 ask	 the	Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	 number	 of	 naval	 service	 in	 service	
in	March	2023;	the	number	that	have	been	acquired	and	brought	into	service	since;	the	number	
decommissioned;	the	number	mothballed,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55689/23]

*22.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Defence	 if	 he	 will	 report	 on	 the	 activities	 of	
members	of	the	Irish	Defence	Forces	in	Ukraine;	the	training	and	assistance	they	are	providing;	
the	mission	or	missions	 they	are	deployed	as	a	part	of;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55693/23]

*23.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	nature	of	the	weapons	training	being	
provided	by	the	Irish	Defence	Forces	in	Ukraine;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Matt	Carthy.	[55694/23]

Chun an Aire Iompair: To the Minister for Transport.

*24.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Transport	 if	 he	 will	 review	 the	 provision	 of	 DART	 carriages	
during	 rush	 hour	 times	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	
Cormac	Devlin.	[55460/23]

*25.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	to	review	the	SPSV	licence	renewal	case	of	a	person	
(details	supplied).	—	Paul	McAuliffe.	[55491/23]

*26.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 to	 give	 urgent	 consideration	 to	 an	 issue	 (details	
supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Danny	Healy-Rae.	[55505/23]

*27.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 the	 issues	which	have	been	brought	 to	 his	 attention	
by	CIE	regarding	 the	 future	of	 the	 regular	wages	pension	scheme	and	 the	1951	superannuation	
scheme;	 if	 he	 is	 aware	 that	 retired	 employees	 in	 the	 regular	 wages	 scheme	 have	 not	 received	
an	increase	since	2008;	 if	he	will	 intervene	with	a	view	to	CIE	approving	an	increase	for	 these	
pensioners;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[55536/23]

*28.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	body	that	operates	profits	from	the	toll	bridges	on	
the	M50	motorway;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55549/23]

*29.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 the	 total	 amount	 in	 euro	paid	by	drivers	who	drove	
through	tolls	on	the	M50	in	each	of	the	past	ten	years.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55550/23]
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*30.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 the	 total	 amount	 in	 euro	paid	by	drivers	who	drove	
through	tolls	on	Irish	motorways,	by	toll	types,	in	each	of	the	past	ten	years	and	to	date	in	2023,	
in	tabular	form.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55551/23]

*31.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 the	 scale	 or	 structure	 of	 the	 late	 payment	 penalties	
applied	to	persons	who	fail	 to	pay	their	 toll	charge	on	the	M50	before	8	pm	the	following	day;	
if	 the	 penalties	 increase	 as	 time	 passes;	 and	 if	 so,	 the	 rate	 of	 this	 increase.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	
[55552/23]

*32.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	if	he	will	list	in	euro	the	top	twenty	largest	penalties	
imposed	 on	 any	 individual	 driver	 or	 vehicle	 owner	who	 failed	 or	 forgot	 to	 pay	 their	M50	 toll	
charges	 by	 the	 deadline	 prescribed;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	 Peadar	
Tóibín.	[55553/23]

*33.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	number	of	persons	in	the	State	who	were	killed	in	
road	traffic	accidents	in	each	of	the	past	ten	years.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55554/23]

*34.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	number	of	persons	in	the	State	who	were	killed	in	
road	traffic	accidents	in	each	of	the	past	ten	years	who	were	not	wearing	seatbelts	at	the	time	of	
the	collision	or	accident.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55555/23]

*35.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	number	of	plug-in	hybrid	buses	purchased	for	the	
public	service	obligation	fleet	in	each	of	the	past	six	years	and	to	date	in	2023;	and	the	number	
of	fully	electric	buses	purchased	for	the	fleet	in	each	of	the	past	six	years	and	to	date	in	2023,	in	
tabular	form.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55556/23]

*36.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	if	he	is	aware	that	all	lighting	on	the	junctions/exits	on	
the	M1	motorway	(for	example	Junction	14)	has	been	removed;	if	he	is	conscious	of	the	dangers	
of	this;	and	if	there	are	plans	to	put	any	alternative	sources	of	light	for	example,	solar	lights	above	
exit	signs.	—	Patricia	Ryan.	[55568/23]

*37.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 when	 he	 expects	 phase	 6	 of	 the	 BusConnects	
Programme	to	come	into	effect.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[55582/23]

*38.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 to	 set	 out	 the	 list	 of	 additional	 train	 services	on	 the	
Dublin	to	Sligo	and	the	Dublin	to	Longford	lines;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	James	Lawless.	[55610/23]

*39.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	actions	taken	to	support	and	strengthen	the	aviation	
sector	since	27	June	2020;	the	priorities	for	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55616/23]

*40.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Transport	 the	 current	 status	 of	 the	 Claregalway	 Inner	 Relief	
Road;	when	this	bypass	is	likely	to	be	approved;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Noel	Grealish.	[55617/23]

*41.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 the	 amount	 of	 funding	 the	 National	 Transport	
Authority	has	received	in	2020,	2021	and	2022;	the	funding	the	National	Transport	Authority	will	
receive	in	2023;	the	funding	allocated	to	the	National	Transport	Authority	for	2024;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[55661/23]
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*42.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	what	laws	are	currently	in	place	to	govern	the	use	of	
e-scooters	and	electric	bikes	including	any	requirements	for	high-visibility	clothing,	reflectors	or	
lights	and	protective	head	gear;	whether	it	is	permissible	for	them	to	use	footpaths	and/or	cycle	
paths;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Francis	Noel	Duffy.	[55664/23]

*43.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	up-to-date	position	on	driver	test	waiting	times,	in	
tabular	form,	in	Cork,	Skibbereen,	Mallow,	Killarney	and	Newcastlewest;	 the	number	of	testers	
dedicated	 to	 each	of	 these	 centres;	 the	 number	 of	 new	 testers	 allocated	 to	 these	 test	 centres	 in	
2023;	the	number	of	driver	testers	currently	undergoing	training;	when	they	will	be	available	to	
commence	 tester	duties;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Aindrias	Moynihan.	
[55665/23]

*44.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	number	of	new	driver	testers	undertaking	training	
this	year;	the	number	who	have	started	tester	duties;	the	number	still	in	training;	when	they	will	
be	available	to	commence	tester	duties;	the	number	of	people	yet	to	start	training;	when	they	will	
start	training;	the	duration	of	the	training	in	weeks;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Aindrias	Moynihan.	[55666/23]

*45.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 to	 review	 correspondence	 (details	 supplied);	 if	 he	
will	address	the	issues	outlined;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	
[55757/23]

*46.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 the	 up-to-date	 position	 regarding	 the	 N22	 road	
improvement	 project	 between	 Farranfore	 and	Killarney;	 the	 estimated	 total	 cost	 and	 estimated	
completion	date	for	the	project;	the	estimated	number	of	lives	that	will	be	lost,	according	to	TI	if	
the	project	does	not	go	ahead;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55761/23]

*47.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 the	projected	annual	number	of	visitors	 to	 the	South	
Kerry	Greenway	once	completed;	the-up-to-date	timeline	for	the	completion	of	the	project;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55762/23]

*48.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	up-to-date	position	regarding	the	new	M/N20	Cork	
to	Limerick	Road;	if	there	will	be	a	link	to	the	N72	Mallow	to	Killarney	Road	circumventing	the	
town	of	Mallow;	the	up-to-date	timeline	for	the	completion	of	the	project;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55763/23]

*49.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	when	the	Listowel	Bypass	will	be	open	to	traffic;	if	the	
project	is	on	time	and	within	budget;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	
Griffin.	[55764/23]

*50.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 the	 latest	 anticipated	 amount	 of	 capital	 underspend	
in	his	Department	for	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55765/23]

*51.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Transport	 if	 he	 will	 consider	 contributing	 to	 the	 LIS	 fund	 to	
enable	cycling	on	these	roads	that	cannot	currently	be	cycled;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55767/23]

*52.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 the	 up-to-date	 position	 regarding	 the	 N70	 R561	
intersection	at	Castlemaine,	County	Kerry,	 if	 traffic	calming	 for	a	 safer	 junction	and	pedestrian	



5412

crossings	will	 be	 installed;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55768/23]

*53.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	if	his	Department	historically	received	any	application	
to	 have	 the	 R561	 between	 Castlemaine	 and	 Inch,	 County	 Kerry,	 considered	 as	 a	 national	
secondary	road;	if	he	will	provide	details	of	any	such	date;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55769/23]

*54.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Transport	 if	 any	 proposal	 or	 plans	 exist	 to	 upgrade	 the	 N23	
Castleisland	 to	 Farranfore	 Road;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	 Brendan	
Griffin.	[55770/23]

*55.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	whether	he	is	aware	that	the	214	bus	in	Cork	has	been	
identified	as	the	least	reliable	bus	route	in	the	city;	the	steps	that	are	being	taken	to	remedy	this	
and	other	unreliable	bus	routes	urgently	ahead	of	implementation	of	BusConnects;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[55822/23]

*56.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	for	Transport	whether	he	 is	aware	 that	 the	207	bus	 in	Cork	city	 is	
extremely	unreliable;	what	is	being	done	to	remedy	this	and	other	unreliable	bus	routes	urgently	
ahead	 of	 implementation	 of	 BusConnects;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	
Thomas	Gould.	[55824/23]

*57.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 to	 review	 correspondence	 (details	 supplied);	 if	 he	
will	address	the	issues	outlined;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	
[55863/23]

*58.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	if	he	is	aware	of	a	report	that	highlights,	that	only	six	
buses	in	Cork	city	meet	the	minimum	standard	of	reliability;	the	steps	being	taken	to	rectify	this	
in	advance	of	BusConnects;	and	the	timeline	for	when	people	can	expect	a	reliable	bus	service	in	
Cork	city.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[55865/23]

Chun an Aire Airgeadais: To the Minister for Finance.

*59.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	the	detection	rates	for	violations	(details	supplied);	and	
if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	James	Lawless.	[55626/23]

*60.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Finance	 whether	 he	 will	 reconsider	 the	 calculation	 of	 the	
EWSS	employer’s	contribution	given	that	 this	was	calculated	based	on	net	 income	unlike	other	
jurisdictions	and	employers	are	now	struggling	to	meet	the	high	repayment	lump	sum.	—	Thomas	
Gould.	[55529/23]

*61.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	whether	he	is	aware	that	employers	are	being	billed	for	
amounts	totalling	over	20%	of	the	sum	they	received	for	employees	through	the	EWSS;	and	if	he	
can	make	a	statement	explaining	how	this	situation	occurred.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[55530/23]

*62.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	the	person	body	that	an	employer	can	contact	to	query	
their	tax	burden	on	foot	of	the	EWSS.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[55531/23]

*63.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	the	amount	of	tax	received	on	all	fuel	and	energy	in	the	
past	five	years.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55537/23]
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*64.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	the	amount	of	electricity	for	which	relief	was	claimed	
from	 the	 electricity	 tax	 for	 the	 years	 2019-2021	 for	 each	 of	 the	 categories	 for	 which	 relief	 is	
available,	in	tabular	form.	—	Eoin	Ó	Broin.	[55569/23]

*65.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	the	estimated	cost	 if	excise	duty	on	a	pint	of	beer	and	
for	 glass	 of	wine	 decreased	 by	 15	 cents	with	 effect	 from	 1	 February	 2024.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	
[55585/23]

*66.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	if	he	will	address	the	case	of	a	person	(details	supplied);	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[55589/23]

*67.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	further	to	Parliamentary	Question	No.	16978/13	in	light	
of	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 cost	 of	 travelling	 to	 a	 foreign	property	 is	 deductible	 from	 rental	 income,	 if	
the	 same	provision	 applies	 to	 domestic	 properties	where	 the	 journey	 is	 undertaken	wholly	 and	
exclusively	 for	 the	 purpose	 of	 earning	 rental	 income	 from	 the	 property;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Denis	Naughten.	[55629/23]

*68.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	when	it	is	proposed	to	make	much-needed	amendments	
to	 the	 primary	 medical	 certificate	 eligibility	 criteria	 as	 many	 persons	 whom	 this	 scheme	 was	
intended	to	benefit,	but	at	present	are	unable	to	get	approval	to	avail	of	the	scheme;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	[55651/23]

*69.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Finance	 for	 an	 update	 on	 a	 decision	 of	 the	 Tax	 Appeal	
Commissioners	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	Marian	
Harkin.	[55663/23]

*70.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Finance	 if	he	can	advise	on	correspondence	 (details	supplied);	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niall	Collins.	[55691/23]

*71.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Finance	 the	 reason	 repayment	 of	 VAT	 on	 milk	 tanks	 for	
unregistered	 farmers	 has	 been	 withdraw	 by	 the	 Revenue	 Commissioners	 without	 any	 notice;	
if	milk	 tanks	will	be	 reinstated	 in	 the	unregistered	 farmers	VAT	scheme;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55754/23]

*72.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 if	 he	 has	 engaged	 with	 a	 financial	 company	 (details	
supplied)	 or	 the	 regulator	 regarding	 behaviour	 by	 the	 company,	 raised	 by	 this	 Deputy	 in	Dáil	
Éireann;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55872/23]

Chun an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí, Seachadta ar an bPlean Forbartha Náisiúnta, agus 
Athchóirithe: To the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform.

*73.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	 to	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 the	 ongoing	 review	 into	 the	 terms	 and	 conditions	 of	 pension	
provisions	 for	 former	members	of	An	Garda	Síochána	(details	supplied);	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[55454/23]

*74.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Public	 Expenditure,	 National	 Development	 Plan	 Delivery	
and	Reform	 the	 current	 status	 of	 the	 statues	 of	 the	Earl	 of	Carlisle	 and	Field	Marshall	Gough	
which	formally	resided	in	the	Phoenix	Park	until	being	damaged	in	the	1950s;	if	the	OPW	retain	



5414

ownership	of	them;	and	if	plans	are	in	place	for	their	future	use	in	a	cultural	institution.	—	Patrick	
Costello.	[55502/23]

*75.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	the	way	in	which	he	intends	to	proceed	in	respect	of	his	plans	to	discontinue	of	the	long-
standing	 and	 well-established	 pay/pension	 parity	 link	 which	 retired	 gardaí	 share	 with	 serving	
officers	in	An	Garda	Síochána.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55538/23]

*76.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	to	review	correspondence	(details	supplied);	if	he	will	ensure	parking	is	provided	for	staff	
at	his	Department;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55622/23]

*77.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	to	review	a	letter	(details	supplied),	if	she	will	provide	an	update	on	this	matter;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55730/23]

*78.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	if	he	 intends	 to	continue	the	 long-standing	and	well-established	pay/pension	parity	 link	
which	retired	gardaí	share	with	serving	colleagues	in	An	Garda	Síochána	(details	supplied);	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Canney.	[55752/23]

*79.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Public	 Expenditure,	 National	 Development	 Plan	 Delivery	
and	 Reform	 the	 up-to-date	 position	 regarding	 efforts	 to	 prevent	 flooding	 at	 Castlemaine	Quay	
and	surrounding	properties;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55867/23]

*80.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	his	plans	for	sites	in	the	vicinity	of	Killarney	National	Park	in	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55868/23]

*81.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	his	major	capital	plans	 for	Kerry	sites	 in	2024;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55869/23]

*82.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	the	up-to-date	position	regarding	embankment	works	on	the	River	Maine	in	Keel,	from	
Castlemaine	to	Caherfealane;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55870/23]

Chun an Aire Fiontar, Trádála agus Fostaíochta: To the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment.

*83.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 what	 options	 are	 under	
consideration	by	the	Government	to	help	energy	intensive	industries	with	energy	costs	following	
his	decision	to	join	the	governments	of	Belgium,	Denmark,	Estonia,	Finland	and	The	Netherlands	
in	 asking	 the	 EU	 Commission	 that	 the	 Temporary	 Crisis	 and	 Transition	 Framework	 not	 be	
extended	beyond	31	December	2023.	—	Colm	Burke.	[55463/23]

*84.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Enterprise,	Trade	and	Employment	the	Government’s	response	to	
the	EU	Commission	proposal	to	extend	the	crisis	element	of	the	Temporary	Crisis	and	Transition	



5415

P.T.O

Framework	to	31	March	2024,	at	the	request	of	the	German	and	French	governments.	—	Colm	
Burke.	[55464/23]

*85.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Enterprise,	Trade	and	Employment	how	many	companies	based	
in	Ireland	have	availed	of	the	support	under	Section	2.4	of	the	Temporary	Crisis	and	Transition	
Framework,	and	the	amounts	involved.	—	Colm	Burke.	[55465/23]

*86.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 if	 his	 Department	 would	
consider	supporting	energy	 intensive	 industries	 in	Quarter	1	2024	using	 the	crisis	provisions	of	
the	Temporary	Crisis	 and	Transition	Framework,	despite	 the	 joint	 letter	 signed	by	 the	Minister	
asking	 that	 said	 provision	 not	 be	 extended	 beyond	 31	 December	 2023.	 —	 Colm	 Burke.	
[55466/23]

*87.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 if	 his	 Department	 is	
considering	 the	 introduction	 of	 further	 legislation	 to	 support	 the	 Competition	 and	 Consumer	
Protection	Commission	to	detect	bid	rigging	in	public	procurement	processes.	—	Brian	Stanley.	
[55595/23]

*88.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 how	 many	 staff	 the	
Competition	and	Consumer	Protection	Commission	currently	has	in	the	cartel	detection	section;	
his	plans	to	increase	the	number	of	staff;	and	the	estimated	related	salary	expenditure.	—	Brian	
Stanley.	[55596/23]

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

*89.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 she	will	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 a	 school	 building	
project	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	
[55457/23]

*90.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	will	provide	a	schedule	of	the	number	of	pupils	
in	each	of	the	314	school	planning	areas	that	did	not	secure	a	place	in	their	first	preference	second	
level	 school	 in	 2021/2022	 and	 2022/2023	 school	 year,	 in	 tabular	 form.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	
[55478/23]

*91.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	and	her	officials	have	utilised	the	most	recent	
census	of	population	data	in	the	context	for	the	provision	of	school	capacity;	her	plans	to	analyse	
the	most	 recent	census	of	population	data	 in	order	 to	and	compare	 it	 to	 information	collated	 in	
respect	of	the	314	school	planning	areas.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55480/23]

*92.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 the	number	of	 school	projects,	by	county,	 currently	
waiting	for	a	decision	by	An	Bord	Pleanála,	in	tabular	form.	—	Sean	Sherlock.	[55485/23]

*93.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Education	 for	 an	 update	 on	 the	 IT	 funding	 for	 school	 (detail	
supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55498/23]

*94.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 269	 of	 5	
December	2023,	if	the	data	on	the	use	of	prefab	buildings	by	455	schools	could	be	broken	down	
on	a	county	basis,	providing	the	number	of	schools	and	spend	per	county.	—	Aodhán	Ó	Ríordáin.	
[55521/23]
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*95.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	reason	for	the	restriction	on	persons	who	are	over	
70	years	becoming	bus	drivers	 for	 the	Bus	Éireann	school	bus	 services	whilst	 there	 is	no	 such	
restriction	in	place	for	generic	Bus	Éireann	public	bus	services;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Patrick	O’Donovan.	[55574/23]

*96.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 to	provide	an	update	on	a	matter	 (details	 supplied);	
and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[55671/23]

*97.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	will	provide	a	schedule	of	application	numbers;	
the	criteria	as	per	admissions	policy;	and	the	number	of	places	available	and	waiting	list	numbers	
in	 respect	of	all	primary-	and	second-level	 schools	 in	north	Kildare	and	north	Wicklow	for	 the	
school	year	2024/2025.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55740/23]

*98.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 a	 person	 (details	 supplied)	 can	 get	 recognition	
for	 her	 qualifications	 considering	 that	 she	 is	 not	 a	 new	entrant	 teacher;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Ring.	[55778/23]

Chun an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán: To the Minister for 
Tourism, Culture; Arts; Gaeltacht; Sport and Media.

*99.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	the	number	
of	WTE	vacancies	 currently	within	 her	Department	 and	 that	 are	 normally	filled	 by	 staff	 at	 the	
grade	of	administrative	officer	and	above,	as	of	7	December	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Catherine	
Murphy.	[55606/23]

*100.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	 the	actions	
taken	to	support	and	strengthen	the	tourism	sector	since	27	June	2020;	the	priorities	for	2024;	and	
if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55615/23]

*101.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	the	details	of	
the	application	by	a	school	(details	supplied),	under	the	2020	Sports	Capital	Programme;	and	the	
name	of	the	community	sports	organisations	that	assisted	the	school	in	its	successful	application	
for	funding	towards	its	dome	project.	—	John	Lahart.	[55695/23]

*102.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Tourism,	 Culture,	 Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	 Media	 if	 she	
can	 provide	 funding	 towards	 the	 running	 costs	 of	 a	 community	 gym	 in	County	Kerry	 (details	
supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55719/23]

*103.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Tourism,	 Culture,	Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	Media	 the	 total	
value	 of	 the	 ask	 of	 local	 and	 regional	 Sports	 Capital	 and	 Equipment	 Programme	 applications	
under	 the	 latest	 scheme;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	 Brendan	 Griffin.	
[55742/23]

*104.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	the	status	of	
the	application	to	host	the	Grand	Depart	in	2026;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55743/23]

*105.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Tourism,	 Culture,	 Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	 Media	 how	
preparations	 to	 host	 the	 2024	 Europa	 League	 Final	 are	 progressing;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55744/23]
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*106.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	Media	 the	 status	
of	 negotiations	 to	 contribute	 to	 the	 redevelopment	 of	 Casement	 Park;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55745/23]

*107.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Tourism,	 Culture,	Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	Media	 the	 total	
grant-aid	 allocated	 to	 a	 club	 in	 County	 Kerry	 (details	 supplied)	 since	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	
Sports	Capital	Programme;	if	he	will	provide	a	breakdown	of	each	allocation	(year,	amount	and	
purpose);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55746/23]

*108.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Tourism,	 Culture,	Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	Media	 if	 she	 is	
engaging	with	the	Garda	Commissioner	to	ensure	large	sporting	events	will	not	be	vulnerable	to	
unrest	or	rioting	like	what	was	seen	in	Dublin	recently;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55747/23]

*109.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	Media	 the	 future	
plans	for	 the	Irish	Open	(golf);	 if	his	Department	will	continue	to	support	 the	event;	and	if	she	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55748/23]

*110.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	 and	Media	 the	up-to-
date	position	regarding	preparations	for	Team	Ireland	for	Paris	2024	Olympics	and	Paralympics;	
and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55749/23]

*111.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Tourism,	 Culture,	 Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	 Media	 the	 up-
to-date	 position	 regarding	 preparations	 for	 hosting	 Ryder	 Cup	 2027;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55750/23]

*112.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	what	future	
major	 international	 sporting	 events	 her	 Department	 hopes	 to	 bid	 for;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55751/23]

*113.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	the	number	
of	 current	 vacancies	 on	 the	 board	 of	RTÉ;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	
Brendan	Griffin.	[55853/23]

*114.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	the	timeline	
for	forthcoming	vacancies	on	the	board	of	RTÉ;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55854/23]

*115.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	 if	 she	will	
provide	a	list	of	dates	when	she	met	with	the	Chair	of	RTE	in	2023;	if	she	will	provide	the	agenda	
for	these	meetings;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55856/23]

*116.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Tourism,	 Culture,	 Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	 Media	 the	 up-
to-date	 figures	 for	 TV	 license	 renewal	 and	 new	 licenses	 to	 the	 most	 recent	 week;	 how	 these	
compare	with	last	year;	the	revenue	differences;	the	percentage	differences;	the	year-to-date	total	
differences	in	each	category;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55858/23]

*117.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	 and	Media	 if	 she	has	
met	with	a	company	(details	supplied)	regarding	online	misinformation;	if	she	is	aware	that	the	
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company	 recently	 declined	 to	 attend	 an	Oireachtas	Media	Committee	meeting;	 and	 if	 she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55860/23]

*118.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Tourism,	 Culture,	 Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	 Media	 if	 her	
Department	 provides	 funding	 to	 the	 artists	 support	 scheme	pilot;	 if,	 so,	 if	 she	will	 provide	 the	
figures	relating	to	participants	and	costs	accrued	to	date	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55861/23]

Chun an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta: To the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage.

*119.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	 Local	Government	 and	Heritage	 if	 it	 is	 essential	 to	
have	a	property	registered	with	the	Land	Registry	regarding	the	croí	cónaithe	towns	fund;	if	not,	
if	 in	 the	case	of	 inherited	properties,	 for	example,	 registration	 in	 the	Registry	of	Deeds	on	foot	
of	a	Deed	of	Assent	will	suffice	for	the	purposes	of	application	processing;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55492/23]

*120.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 if	 he	 will	 provide	
resources	to	ensure	education	projects	can	be	completed	within	the	18-week	statutory	timeframe	
at	Bord	Pleanála.	—	Sean	Sherlock.	[55500/23]

*121.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	number	of	housing	
accommodation	units	in	Kildare	for	Traveller	families;	and	if	there	are	any	plans	to	increase	that	
number.	—	Patricia	Ryan.	[55564/23]

*122.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	 and	Heritage	 if	 he	will	 introduce	
a	 ‘no-fault’	 eviction	 ban	 in	 County	 Kildare	 over	 the	 winter	 months,	 given	 that	 the	 homeless	
and	emergency	accommodation	services	 in	 the	county	are	overwhelmed;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Patricia	Ryan.	[55567/23]

*123.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	to	address	the	issues	in	
a	case	(details	supplied).	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55598/23]

*124.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	 and	Heritage	when	 the	 proposed	
amendments	to	the	Housing	Act	1988	will	be	published;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Cian	O’Callaghan.	[55628/23]

*125.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 further	 to	
Parliamentary	Question	No.	63	of	7	December	2023,	to	outline	his	plans	to	develop	housing	on	
State-owned	lands	in	the	Limerick	metropolitan	area,	other	than	those	at	Colbert	Station,	in	line	
with	the	principles	of	the	transit-oriented	development	and	the	new	transport	nodes	identified	in	
LSMATS;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brian	Leddin.	[55675/23]

*126.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	to	provide	details	on	
the	targets	and	delivery	of	social	and	affordable	housing,	including	targets	for	cost	rental,	LA	or	
AHB	provided	affordable	to	buy	and	social	since	the	beginning	of	Housing	for	All	and	the	actual	
delivery	of	 each	 type	up	 to	end	of	q3	2023;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Richard	Boyd	Barrett.	[55692/23]
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*127.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 if	 he	 will	 address	
a	matter	 concerning	HAP	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Mattie	McGrath.	[55697/23]

*128.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	funding	allocated	
in	 each	 for	 the	 successful	 applications	 under	 the	 €50	 million	 funding	 scheme	 targeting	 the	
wastewater	 collection	 and	 treatment	 needs	 of	 villages	 and	 settlements	without	 access	 to	 public	
wastewater	services	which	he	announced	on	7	December	2023,	by	county,	in	tabular	form.	—	Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[55738/23]

*129.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 to	 review	
correspondence	 (details	 supplied);	 if	 he	will	 address	 the	 issues	outlined;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55755/23]

*130.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	 if	his	Department	 is	
continuing	 the	 repair	 and	 lease	 scheme;	 the	 total	 number	 of	 applications	 from	Kerry	 approved	
under	 this	 scheme	 in	2023;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55830/23]

*131.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 latest	 figure	
regarding	applications	and	approvals	from	county	Kerry	under	the	croí	cónaithe	scheme;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55831/23]

*132.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	 and	Heritage	 the	 total	number	of	
new	units	expected	in	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55832/23]

*133.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 what	 categories	
of	 housing	 stock	 returning	 to	 use	 are	 not	 classified	 as	 new	 units;	 if	 LA	 voids	 and	 student	
accommodation	is	categorised	as	such;	if	so,	the	reasons	for	this;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55833/23]

*134.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 how	 he	 plans	 to	
target	extortionate	planning	objectors;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	
Griffin.	[55834/23]

*135.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	 Local	Government	 and	Heritage	 if	 he	will	 consider	
creating	 an	 objection	 qualification	 requirement,	 similar	 to	 local	 need	 qualification	 requirement,	
in	respect	of	residential	development	proposals;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Brendan	Griffin.	[55835/23]

*136.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	what	changes	 to	 the	
tax	code	in	relation	to	all	aspects	of	construction	and	the	property,	rental	and	housing	market	his	
Department	proposed	to	the	Department	of	Finance	in	the	context	of	Budget	2024;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55837/23]

*137.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	his	targets	for	2024	in	
respect	of	emergency	accommodation	figures;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Brendan	Griffin.	[55838/23]
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*138.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	if	he	has	given	further	
thought	 to	 the	 proposal	 from	 this	 Deputy	 to	 introduce	 a	 right-sizing	 grant,	 similar	 to	 the	 croí	
cónaithe	 scheme,	 to	 create	 two	 or	more	 units	 out	 of	 properties	 where	 occupants	 are	 currently	
over-housed;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55839/23]

Chun an Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Social Protection.

*139.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 if	 plans	 are	 in	 place	 or	 meetings	 arranged	
to	 address	 the	 pay	 disparity	 between	 community	 employment	 supervisors	 and	 RSS/TUS	
supervisors;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[55592/23]

*140.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 to	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 a	 query	 (details	
supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Danny	Healy-Rae.	[55686/23]

*141.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 to	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 a	 matter	 (details	
supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Danny	Healy-Rae.	[55690/23]

*142.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Social	Protection	 the	specific	criteria	 that	must	be	satisfied	for	
a	parent	or	guardian	to	be	granted	domiciliary	care	allowance	for	a	child;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Violet-Anne	Wynne.	[55829/23]

*143.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	is	aware	of	an	issue	(details	supplied);	if	
she	will	ask	her	officials	to	review	the	situation;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Cormac	Devlin.	[55459/23]

*144.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	to	review	the	decision	of	her	Department	not	
to	include	a	school	(details	supplied)	in	the	Hot	School	Meals	programme,	given	that	their	sister	
school	has	been	approved;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	
[55461/23]

*145.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	status	of	a	carer’s	allowance	for	a	person	
(detail	 supplied);	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Michael	 Healy-Rae.	
[55467/23]

*146.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	number	of	transfers	and	or	access	requests	
received	by	her	Department	from	the	Department	of	Education;	and	the	headings	under	which	the	
data	was	requested.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55479/23]

*147.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	a	decision	has	been	made	on	the	review	of	
the	decision	on	a	carer’s	allowance	application	in	respect	of	a	person	(details	supplied)	in	County	
Kerry;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55497/23]

*148.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 reason	 a	 school	 (details	 supplied)	 has	
been	 refused	hot	 school	meals	 funding,	given	 the	 school	 expressed	 interest	previously;	 if	 there	
is	a	process	of	appeal	available	to	the	school	in	order	to	be	included;	if	so,	if	the	process	will	be	
outlined;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Eoin	Ó	Broin.	[55576/23]

*149.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	number	of	persons	in	each	county	currently	
in	 receipt	of	 the	carer’s	support	grant,	 in	 tabular	 form;	and	 if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55588/23]
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*150.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 reason	 the	 extension	 in	 child	 benefit	 to	
those	 aged	 18	 years	 in	 full-time	 employment	 has	 been	 delayed	 until	 September	 2024	 and	will	
not	be	introduced	in	January;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mattie	McGrath.	
[55597/23]

*151.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	number	of	WTE	vacancies	currently	within	
her	Department	 and	 that	 are	 normally	 filled	 by	 staff	 at	 the	 grade	 of	 administrative	 officer	 and	
above,	as	of	7	December	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55605/23]

*152.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	to	review	correspondence	(details	supplied);	if	
she	will	ensure	that	parking	in	provided	for	staff	in	her	local	Department;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55627/23]

*153.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	further	to	Parliamentary	Question	No.	701	of	7	
November	2023,	to	detail	the	benefits	available	to	people	who	have	a	disability;	and	to	detail	the	
number	of	people	currently	in	receipt	of	each	of	these	benefits.	—	Pauline	Tully.	[55669/23]

*154.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	when	a	person	(details	supplied)	will	receive	a	
decision	on	their	social	welfare	appeal;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Peter	
Fitzpatrick.	[55684/23]

*155.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 to	 outline	 her	Department’s	 response	 to	 the	
results	 of	 a	 recent	 survey	 of	 palliative	 care	 nurses	 by	 an	 organisation	 (details	 supplied)	which	
found	that	many	terminal	cancer	patients	were	dying	in	cold	homes	which	they	could	not	afford	
to	 heat;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 extend	 the	 household	 benefits	 package,	 the	 fuel	 allowance	 payment	
and	 the	 additional	 needs	 payment	 to	 persons	with	 a	 cancer	 diagnosis,	 as	 recommended	 by	 the	
organisation.	—	Fergus	O’Dowd.	[55818/23]

*156.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	a	decision	has	been	made	on	an	application	
for	an	invalidity	pension	by	a	person	(details	supplied)	in	County	Kerry;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55821/23]

*157.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	for	Social	Protection	when	a	decision	will	be	
made	on	an	invalidity	appeal	(details	supplied)	by	a	person;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Willie	O’Dea.	[55823/23]

*158.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 if	 a	 decision	 has	 been	made	 on	 a	 disability	
allowance	appeal	by	a	person	(details	supplied)	in	County	Kerry;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55871/23]

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt: To the Minister for Justice.

*159.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 her	 views	 on	 the	 recent	 report	 of	 the	 Independent	
Reporting	Commission,	with	 particular	 reference	 to	 the	 continuing	 threat	 from	 paramilitarism;	
her	views	on	the	need	to	introduce	additional	measures	to	tackle	and	end	paramilitarism;	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	[55784/23]

*160.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 she	 will	 provide	 figures,	 in	 tabular	 form,	 for	 the	
volume	 of	 complaints	 to	 the	 Garda	 Síochána	 Ombudsman	 Commission	 year-on-year	 since	 its	
establishment	 in	 2007;	 how	 many	 Garda	 have	 been	 suspended	 year-on-year	 since	 2007;	 how	
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many	 cases	 remain	 open	 (by	 timeframe);	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	
Cormac	Devlin.	[55453/23]

*161.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 general	 timeframe	 within	 which	 successful	
applicants	for	citizenship/naturalisation	receive	their	certificates	after	their	respective	citizenship	
ceremonies;	if	all	efforts	are	being	made	to	ensure	that	new	citizens	receive	their	documentation	
as	 soon	 as	 possible;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Bernard	 J.	 Durkan.	
[55503/23]

*162.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 progress	 to	 date	 in	 progressing	 an	 application	 for	
family	reunification	in	the	case	of	the	family	of	a	person	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55515/23]

*163.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	if	she	is	aware	of	the	number	of	people	currently	in	Gaza	
who	have	permission	 to	remain	 in	Ireland,	or	who	have	visas	 to	 live,	study	or	work	 in	Ireland;	
the	steps	being	 taken	by	her	Department	 to	assist	 them	in	exiting	Gaza;	and	 if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Catherine	Connolly.	[55519/23]

*164.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	ongoing	missing	persons	cases	in	the	State.	
—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55542/23]

*165.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	number	of	persons	 reported	missing	 in	 the	State	 in	
each	of	the	past	ten	years	and	to	date	in	2023.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55543/23]

*166.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	 the	number	of	children	reported	missing	in	 the	State	 in	
each	of	the	past	ten	years	and	to	date	in	2023.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55544/23]

*167.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	prison	officers	retired	from	the	Irish	Prison	
Service	in	2022	and	to-date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[55584/23]

*168.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 she	 expects	 the	 recently	 announced	 additional	 40	
unmarked	Garda	cars	and	38	additional	marked	Garda	cars	to	be	in	the	Garda	fleet	before	end	of	
2023.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55599/23]

*169.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	for	an	overview	of	the	main	law	reforms	initiated	by	her	
Department	since	27	June	2020.	—	Michael	Moynihan.	[55612/23]

*170.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	when	the	next	phase	of	Garda	recruitment	will	begin;	and	
if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55613/23]

*171.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 she	 can	 advise	 if	 an	 issue	 can	 be	 expedited	 (details	
supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niall	Collins.	[55630/23]

*172.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	with	respect	to	2022	the	number	of	passengers	at	all	ports	
of	entry	refused	 leave	 to	 land;	 the	number	of	passengers	returned	at	all	ports	of	entry;	of	 those	
who	were	not	returned	at	the	port	of	entry,	the	number	who	applied	for	international	protection;	
the	other	legal	bases	upon	which	passengers	initially	refused	leave	to	land	subsequently	enter	the	
country;	and	for	a	breakdown	of	these	numbers,	in	tabular	form.	—	Pa	Daly.	[55631/23]
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*173.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	to	review	extenuating	circumstances	being	cited	in	visa	
renewal	(details	supplied)	and	if	she	will	provide	an	update	on	this	matter;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55652/23]

*174.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 she	 can	 advise	 if	 an	 issue	 can	 be	 expedited	 (details	
supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niall	Collins.	[55657/23]

*175.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	to	provide	an	update	on	a	query	(details	supplied);	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Danny	Healy-Rae.	[55685/23]

*176.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	when	she	expects	to	publish	the	final	evaluation	report	on	
the	Local	Community	Safety	Partnership	Pilots;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Neasa	Hourigan.	[55741/23]

Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

*177.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 he	 will	 review	 a	matter	
(details	 suppled);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Michael	 Healy-Rae.	
[55486/23]

*178.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	he	will	clarify	the	situation	
regarding	TAMS	applications;	the	number	of	tranches	that	have	been	opened	under	the	new	CAP;	
the	number	of	approvals	that	have	issued;	the	funding	available	under	the	TAMS	scheme,	delays	
in	processing	and	issuing	approvals;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	
Creed.	[55493/23]

*179.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 when	 payments	 will	 issue	
to	 farmers	 in	 the	 agri-climate	 rural	 environment	 scheme	 for	 the	 cooperation	 project	 stream	
considering	 that	participants	believed	 they	would	be	paid	 in	 late	November;	 the	 reason	 for	 the	
delay	 in	payments	 issuing;	how	many	participants	are	 impacted	by	his	Department’s	delay	and	
provide	figures	for	same,	by	county;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	
Ring.	[55496/23]

*180.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 to	 review	 correspondence	
(details	supplied);	if	he	will	note	the	issue	is	resolved	now;	the	reason	this	delay	occurred;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55501/23]

*181.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 to	 confirm	 that	
recommendation	10(d)	in	the	Report	of	the	Working	Group	on	Control	of	Dogs	that	recommends	
a	 ban	 on	 surgical	 artificial	 insemination	 of	 canines	 includes	 greyhounds.	 —	 Eoin	 Ó	 Broin.	
[55535/23]

*182.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 number	 of	 farmers	
participating	in	the	sheep	improvement	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Claire	Kerrane.	[55570/23]

*183.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	
Question	No.	432	of	5	December	2023,	if	he	will	provide	a	county-by-county	breakdown	of	the	
advance	payments	 issued	under	 the	sheep	 improvement	scheme,	 in	 tabular	 form;	and	 if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Claire	Kerrane.	[55571/23]
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*184.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 estimated	 cost	 of	 the	
Suckler	Carbon	Efficiency	Programme	in	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Claire	Kerrane.	[55572/23]

*185.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 cost	 of	 the	 Beef	
Environmental	 Efficiency	 Programme	 Sucklers	 and	 Beef	 Data	 and	 Genomics	 Programme	
schemes	in	their	final	year	respectively,	 in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Claire	Kerrane.	[55573/23]

*186.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	steps	his	Department	can	
take	to	address	the	recent	EuroStar	evaluation	changes	affecting	suckler	farmers	which	has	led	to	
many	withdrawing	from	the	SCEP	scheme	and	a	significant	drop	in	animal	values	for	breeders;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Duncan	Smith.	[55594/23]

*187.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	number	of	WTE	vacancies	
currently	within	his	Department	and	that	are	normally	filled	by	staff	at	the	grade	of	administrative	
officer	and	above,	as	of	7	December	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55603/23]

*188.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 the	measures	 taken	since	27	
June	 2020	 to	 help	 and	 support	 farmers	 and	 the	 agriculture	 sector	 in	meeting	 the	 challenge	 of	
climate	change.	—	Christopher	O’Sullivan.	[55620/23]

*189.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 if	 the	 recommendations	
of	 the	 Independent	 Review	 Group	 into	 his	 Department’s	 response	 to	 Ash	 dieback	 disease	
are	 to	 be	 implemented;	 the	 progress	 made	 in	 assessing	 his	 Department’s	 response	 to	 these	
recommendations;	when	a	decision	is	likely	to	be	made;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Martin	Browne.	[55670/23]

*190.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	when	a	2023	organic	farming	
scheme	payment	will	issue	to	a	farmer	in	County	Kerry	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55672/23]

*191.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	when	a	2023	organic	farming	
scheme	payment	will	issue	to	a	farmer	in	County	Kerry	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55673/23]

*192.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 lands	 leased	 by	 a	 farmer	
in	County	Kerry	(details	supplied)	will	be	linked	with	his	herd	number	for	their	organic	scheme	
payment;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55676/23]

*193.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 number	 of	 farmers	
in	 receipt	of	a	basic	payment	 in	Monaghan	 in	 the	years	2019,	2020,	2021,	2022	and	2023;	 the	
average	payment;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55687/23]

*194.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 the	Agri-Food	Regulator	
will	be	operational	by	years	end;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	
[55688/23]

*195.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if,	when	making	an	application	
for	 an	 aquaculture	 licence,	 the	 area	 should	 be	 identifiable	 as	 a	 known	 sea	 area	 and	 should	 be	
within	the	boundary	of	an	identifiable	area	in	order	that	persons	who	may	have	an	interest	can	be	
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sure	of	the	area	where	the	application	is	being	made,	if	there	is	an	identifiable	list	of	known	sea	
areas	that	can	be	applied	for;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Thomas	Pringle.	
[55696/23]

Chun an Aire Leanaí, Comhionannais, Míchumais, Lánpháirtíochta agus Óige: To the Minister 
for Children, Equality; Disability; Integration and Youth.

*196.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
vacancies	that	exist	in	Our	Lady	of	Hope	for	therapist	positions,	nurses	and	other	special	school	
support	 staff,	 in	 tabular	 form;	 the	 estimated	 recruitment	 time	 for	 the	 vacancies;	 and	 if	 he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Patrick	Costello.	[55587/23]

*197.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	reason	a	
person	(details	supplied)	has	lost	their	respite	entitlement	and	has	not	received	any	respite	since	
the	 beginning	 of	 Covid-19;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Niamh	 Smyth.	
[55593/23]

*198.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 he	 has	
considered	broadening	the	Ukrainian	housing	assistance	scheme	(800	per	month)	to	cover	people	
on	local	authority	housing	lists;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55836/23]

*199.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	 review	
correspondence	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Niamh	
Smyth.	[55472/23]

*200.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	 review	
correspondence	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Niamh	
Smyth.	[55473/23]

*201.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	 review	
correspondence	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Niamh	
Smyth.	[55474/23]

*202.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	 review	
correspondence	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Niamh	
Smyth.	[55475/23]

*203.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	 review	
correspondence	(details	supplied)	if	she	can	answer	why	this	training	allowance	was	cut;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55476/23]

*204.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 for	 an	
update	on	(details	supplied);	if	he	will	outline	what	is	currently	being	planned	by	his	Department	
for	here	(if	anything);	what	stage	the	plans	are	at;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55477/23]

*205.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
address	 a	matter	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Michael	
Healy-Rae.	[55483/23]
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*206.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	his	plans	to	
extend	leave	entitlement	for	parents	who	have	a	child	through	surrogacy,	to	align	with	maternity	
or	adoptive	leave;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Neasa	Hourigan.	[55495/23]

*207.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	first	 and	 full	 year	 costs	 associated	with	 the	 proposed	 early	 years	 and	 childcare	State	
agency;	 the	 status	 of	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	 agency;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[55506/23]

*208.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 the	 total	
number	 of	 staff	 employed	 by	 the	 International	 Protection	 Accommodation	 Service	 and	 the	
associated	grades	for	each	staff	member	for	each	year	from	2018	to	date,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Carol	Nolan.	[55520/23]

*209.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
provide	a	breakdown	of	the	number	of	children	referred	to	Tusla	to	date	in	2023,	by	referral	type;	
and	 the	 entities	 from	which	 the	 referral	was	made,	 including	 teachers,	 gardaí,	 the	managers	of	
direct	provision	centres	and	other	categories.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55541/23]

*210.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
measures	 and	 initiatives	 he	 has	 taken	 to	 support	 disability	 rights	 and	 inclusion	 since	 27	 June	
2020.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[55609/23]

*211.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 for	 the	
funding	 estimate	 for	 the	 Communities	 Integration	 Fund	 (CIF),	 the	 International	 Protection	
Integration	Fund	(IPIF),	and	the	Ireland	against	Racism	Fund	(IARF)	respectively	for	2024;	and	
if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	John	Brady.	[55656/23]

*212.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	how	many	
assessment	of	need	reports	as	set	out	 in	 the	Disability	Act	2005	were	completed	 in	2021,	2022	
and	2023	(year	 to	date);	and	for	 those	same	years	how	many	were	completed	by	companies	or	
sole	traders	employed	by	the	HSE.	—	Neasa	Hourigan.	[55658/23]

*213.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
number	of	IPAs	and	BoTPs	that	are	currently	being	accommodated	in	towns	(details	supplied)	in	
Tipperary;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jackie	Cahill.	[55667/23]

*214.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	when	 the	
much-needed	 therapists	 for	ASD	 children	 at	 a	 school	 (details	 supplied)	will	 be	 in	 place;	when	
a	 nurse	 will	 be	 recruited	 for	 the	 school,	 given	 that	 some	 children	 cannot	 attend	 a	 full	 day	 at	
school	due	to	the	lack	of	a	nurse;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bríd	Smith.	
[55674/23]

Chun an Aire Sláinte: To the Minister for Health.

*215.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	he	is	aware	of	a	case	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[55455/23]
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*216.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	why	GP	card	holders	are	required	to	pay	for	visits	when	
renewing	their	driver’s	licences;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Emer	Higgins.	
[55462/23]

*217.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	to	review	details	of	an	appointment	(detail	supplied);	and	
if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55482/23]

*218.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	reason	custom	made	 insoles	are	not	covered	by	 the	
full	medical	card	in	relation	to	the	case	of	a	person	(details	supplied).	—	Robert	Troy.	[55504/23]

*219.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	persons	and	families	who	have	taken	cases,	
issued	letters	of	claim	and	initiated	proceedings	against	the	HSE	regarding	the	death	of	a	loved	
one	who	died	having	contracted	Covid-19	in	a	HSE-run	nursing	home,	residential	care	facility	or	
hospital.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55545/23]

*220.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 claims	made	 and	 proceedings	 initiated	
against	the	HSE	or	hospital	groups	by	persons	or	groups	of	persons	whose	loved	ones	died	after	
contracting	Covid-19	in	a	hospital	setting.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55546/23]

*221.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 if	 his	 attention	 has	 been	 drawn	 to	 any	 increase	 or	
perceived	 increase	 in	 the	 number	 of	 persons	 since	 the	 start	 of	 the	Covid-19	 pandemic,	 or	 any	
increase	or	perceived	increase	 in	 the	number	of	persons	diagnosed	with	stage	four	cancer	since	
the	start	of	the	pandemic;	if	he	will	provide	any	data	or	statistics	held	by	his	Department	which	
detail	annual	trends	in	cancer	diagnosis	over	the	past	decade;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55547/23]

*222.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	he	will	provide	a	breakdown	of	the	number	of	persons	
diagnosed	with	 cancer	 in	 the	State	by	cancer-type,	 in	 each	of	 the	past	 ten	years	 and	 to	date	 in	
2023,	in	tabular	form,	(details	supplied).	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55548/23]

*223.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	when	a	person	in	County	Donegal	(details	supplied)	will	
commence	 chemotherapy	 treatment	 in	 Letterkenny	University	Hospital;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[55563/23]

*224.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 children	 waiting	 on	 obesity	 clinic	
appointments,	 in	 tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Patricia	Ryan.	
[55565/23]

*225.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 if	 wheelchairs,	 rollators	 and	 other	 such	 mobility	
equipment	supplied	by	the	HSE	is	recycled;	and	if	so,	how	many	such	units	are	put	back	into	use.	
—	Patricia	Ryan.	[55566/23]

*226.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	WTE	nurses	working	in	Clontarf	Hospital	
in	2022	and	to-date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[55583/23]

*227.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	he	will	meet	with	the	local	TDs	in	the	mid-west,	along	
with	members	of	the	HSE	west	forum	to	discuss	the	ongoing	issues	facing	services	in	the	mid-
west	in	both	the	acute	and	non-acute	areas.	—	Alan	Kelly.	[55591/23]
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*228.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	senior	pharmacists	working	in	CHI	Temple	
Street	in	2022	and	to-date	in	2023;	and	if	a	senior	pharmacist	at	this	hospital	is	on	a	call	within	
this	hospital	on	a	24-7	basis.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55600/23]

*229.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	there	is	a	grant	for	a	HSE	supplied	powered	mobility	
equipment;	the	maximum	grant	amount	for	PME;	and	the	amount	of	funding	that	was	available	
for	 these	 in	 the	 years	 of	 2022	 and	 to-date	 in	 2023,	 in	 tabular	 form.	 —	 Catherine	 Murphy.	
[55601/23]

*230.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 capital	works	projects	 that	will	 commence	 in	2024	
at	 Naas	 General	 Hospital;	 and	 the	 nature	 of	 each	 of	 these	 work	 projects,	 in	 tabular	 form.	—	
Catherine	Murphy.	[55602/23]

*231.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 to	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 proposals	 to	 introduce	 a	 law	
requiring	 health	 warnings	 on	 alcohol	 products;	 the	 engagement	 his	 Department	 has	 had	 on	
this	matter	with	 the	European	Commission	 at	 the	World	Trade	Organisation	 and	 the	Technical	
Barriers	to	Trade	Committee	Meetings;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Carol	
Nolan.	[55607/23]

*232.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	to	explain	the	delays	in	releasing	approved	funding	to	a	
gym	(details	supplied)	created	to	provide	a	safe	space	for	people	with	disabilities,	which	has	now	
been	forced	 to	cease	operations	due	 to	financial	strains;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Duncan	Smith.	[55619/23]

*233.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 if	 there	 are	 any	 plans	 for	 a	 review	 of	 the	 English	
language	 qualification	 criteria	 set	 by	 the	Nursing	 and	Midwifery	Board	 of	 Ireland	 (NMBI)	 for	
overseas	 nurses,	 particularly	 those	 with	 nursing	 qualifications	 from	 countries	 like	 India	 and	
the	Philippines,	 to	more	closely	align	 the	qualification	criteria	 to	 that	of	 the	United	Kingdom’s	
Nursing	Authority	for	foreign	nurses;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Duncan	
Smith.	[55653/23]

*234.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 status	 of	 an	 appointment	 for	 a	 person	 (details	
supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[55654/23]

*235.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 why	 an	 organisation	 (details	 supplied)	 has	 not	 been	
able	to	advance	plans	to	lease	the	old	children’s	buildings	No.’s	50	and	51	on	the	grounds	of	St.	
Ita’s	hospital	despite	willingness	from	the	HSE	to	supply	these	buildings;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Duncan	Smith.	[55659/23]

*236.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 about	 the	 provision	 of	 a	 service	 (details	 supplied)	 in	
Cavan;	if	funding	for	the	provision	of	same	can	be	considered;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55660/23]

*237.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	funding	to	a	service	(details	supplied)	has	been	cut;	if	
this	 is	prohibiting	 the	provision	of	 additional	 services	on	 the	ground,	particularly	 in	 relation	 to	
Cavan;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55662/23]

*238.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 status	 of	 a	 hospital	 procedure	 for	 a	 person	 (details	
supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[55677/23]
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*239.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	what	immediate	weight	intervention	can	be	sourced	for	a	
person	(details	supplied).	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[55678/23]

*240.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 his	 plans	 to	 improve	 the	 waiting	 list	 for	 weight	
intervention	 in	 St.	 Colmcille’s	 Hospital	 in	 Loughlinstown	 (details	 supplied).	 —	 Aengus	 Ó	
Snodaigh.	[55679/23]

*241.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	what,	if	anything,	can	be	done	to	assist	those	on	Saxenda	
weight	 reduction	mediation	who	can	no	 longer	obtain	 their	prescription	due	 to	non-availability.	
—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[55680/23]

*242.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 total	 number	 of	 medical	 cards	 in	 the	 State;	 a	
breakdown	of	 the	numbers	 in	each	category;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Brendan	Griffin.	[55703/23]

*243.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 to	provide	an	update	on	 the	 cost	of	 the	GMS	 in	2023;	
how	 it	 compares	 to	 2022;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55704/23]

*244.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	number	of	deaths	 recorded	each	year	 from	2018	 to	
2023	 to	 date,	 in	 tabular	 form	due	 to	 sepsis;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	
Brendan	Griffin.	[55705/23]

*245.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	number	of	deaths	 recorded	each	year	 from	2018	 to	
2023	to	date,	in	tabular	form	due	to	cocaine	use/abuse/overdose;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55706/23]

*246.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	up-to-date	position	regarding	the	status	of	St.	Finan’s	
Hospital,	Killarney;	 the	 annual	 total	 cost	 since	 its	 closure,	 in	 tabular	 form	 for	maintaining	 the	
property	and	estate;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55707/23]

*247.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 if	 he	 will	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 the	 strategic	 review	
of	 general	 practice	 and	 if	 the	 issues,	 identified	 in	 the	 Finance	Bill	 2024	which	 have	 adversely	
affected	general	practice	have	been	rectified,	specifically	in	relation	to	GP	partnerships.	—	Robert	
Troy.	[55712/23]

*248.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 to	 provide	 an	 update	 on	when	 the	National	Centre	 for	
Pharmacoeconomics	will	 approve	 the	 drug	 Palforzia	 from	 a	 company	 (details	 supplied),	 given	
that	the	European	Medicines	Agency	has	already	approved	it;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55714/23]

*249.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 to	 provide	 an	 update	 and	 timeline	 for	 the	 roll-out	
of	 peanut	 oral	 immunotherapy	 for	 children;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	
Brendan	Griffin.	[55715/23]

*250.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	deaths	recorded	at	UHK	for	each	year	from	
2018	to	2022	and	to	date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55716/23]
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*251.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	up-to-date	position	regarding	the	construction	of	the	
new	Killarney	Community	Hospital;	 if	 the	project	 is	on	 time	and	within	budget;	and	 if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55717/23]

*252.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	up-to-date	position	regarding	the	anticipated	opening	
of	 the	 new	Killarney	Community	Hospital;	 how	many	 beds	will	 open;	 how	 this	will	 compare	
to	 the	current	number	of	beds	 in	 the	existing	 facilities;	 if	he	will	provide	a	history/timeline	 for	
the	project	to	date	since	its	inception;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	
Griffin.	[55718/23]

*253.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	estimated	cost	of	establishing	InterSystems	TrakCare	
at	the	National	Forensic	Mental	Health	Service;	the	capabilities	of	this	system;	if	this	system	will	
be	rolled	out	across	other	mental	health	services;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Mark	Ward.	[55753/23]

*254.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 progress	 to	 date	 in	 providing	 new	 and	 additional	
health	care	facilities	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	
Smith.	[55864/23]

*255.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 proposals,	 if	 any,	 there	 are	 to	 extend	 dermatology	
services	throughout	the	country;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	
[55866/23]

*256.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	progress	to	date	in	advancing	a	major	building	project	
at	 a	 healthcare	 facility	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	
Brendan	Smith.	[55874/23]

Chun an Aire Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nuálaíochta agus Eolaíochta: To the 
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research; Innovation and Science.

*257.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
if	apprenticeships	for	creches	are	being	considered;	 if	so,	what	allocation	has	been	given	to	the	
Dún	Laoghaire-Rathdown	area;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	
[55456/23]

*258.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	number	of	WTE	vacancies	 currently	within	his	Department	 and	 that	 are	normally	filled	by	
staff	at	the	grade	of	administrative	officer	and	above,	as	of	7	December	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	
Catherine	Murphy.	[55604/23]

*259.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	progress	made	in	the	research	and	innovation	sectors	since	27	June	2020;	the	new	initiatives	
undertaken;	and	the	additional	funding	provided	for	them.	—	James	Lawless.	[55608/23]

*260.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
given	 that	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth,	 has	 just	 announced	 capital	
funding	for	creches	 to	create	90,000	new	places,	 the	staffing	strategy	to	service	 those	places;	 if	
the	€1.5	billion	surplus	of	the	national	training	fund	not	be	used	to	train	early	years	teachers;	and	
if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[55683/23]



5431

P.T.O

*261.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
if	he	will	meet	with	an	organisation	 (details	 supplied)	 in	 relation	 to	 serious	 funding	challenges	
and	 its	 role	 in	 the	 evolving	 further	 education	 and	 training	 ecosystem;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[55813/23]

Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

*262.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	when	the	next	Clár	funding	
recipients	will	be	announced	for	County	Kerry;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Brendan	Griffin.	[55796/23]

*263.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	how	long	recipients	of	the	
most	recent	tranche	of	Clár	funding	will	have	to	draw	down	the	funding;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55797/23]

*264.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Rural	 and	Community	Development	 if	 an	 application	 to	draw	
down	funding	in	respect	of	the	Inch	Beach	Masterplan	(Clár)	has	been	made;	and	if	she	will	make	
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55798/23]

*265.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Rural	 and	 Community	 Development	 when	 the	 next	 round	
of	 ORIS	 funding	 will	 be	 announced;	 if	 she	 will	 provide	 a	 list	 of	 the	 three	 strands	 of	 Kerry	
applications;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55799/23]

*266.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	how	much	has	been	drawn	
down	in	respect	of	 the	 town	and	village	renewal	funding	announced	for	Killorglin	 in	2021;	 the	
current	 status	 of	 the	 plan;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55800/23]

*267.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	when	county	allocations	for	
LIS	2024	will	 be	 announced;	 if	 she	will	 take	 into	 account	 that	 over	600	 roads	 in	Kerry,	 about	
one	fifth	of	the	national	total,	await	improvement;	if	she	will	consider	allocating	funding	relative	
to	 the	 number	 of	 roads	 awaiting	 improvement	 per	 local	 authority	 area;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[55801/23]

*268.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Rural	 and	Community	Development	what	 funding	 allocations	
to	 County	 Kerry	 have	 been	 withdrawn	 by	 her	 Department	 since	 2016;	 the	 reasons	 for	 any	
such	 withdrawals;	 the	 total	 percentage	 this	 amount	 represents	 of	 her	 Department’s	 allocations	
in	 respect	 of	 the	 county;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55802/23]

*269.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Rural	 and	 Community	 Development	 her	 future	 plans	 for	 the	
town	and	village	 renewal	 scheme;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Brendan	
Griffin.	[55803/23]

*270.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Rural	 and	 Community	 Development	 her	 future	 plans	 for	 the	
community	 centre	 programme;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Brendan	
Griffin.	[55804/23]
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*271.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Rural	 and	Community	Development	 if	 she	 is	 considering	 any	
new	funding	streams	for	2024;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[55805/23]

CEISTEANNA, SEACHAS CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH, I 
gCOMHAIR FREAGRA Ó BHÉAL DÉARDAOIN, 14 NOLLAIG, 2023 

QUESTIONS, OTHER THAN QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY, FOR ORAL 
ANSWER ON THURSDAY, 14 DECEMBER, 2023

 
Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

1.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 to	 report	 on	 his	 attendance	
at	 the	 food,	 agriculture,	 nature	 and	 land	 use	 thematic	 days	 of	 COP28;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Marc	Ó	Cathasaigh.	[55710/23]

2.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	when	approval	will	 issue	 in	
respect	of	TAMS	applications	relating	to	animal	welfare	related	investments	and	the	construction	
of	slurry	and	manure	storage	facilities;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	
Smith.	[55733/23]

3.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	status	of	the	development	
of	the	centre	for	sustainable	animal	and	grassland	research;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Alan	Farrell.	[55511/23]

4.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	when	approvals	will	 issue	in	
respect	of	TAMS	applications;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	
[55732/23]

5.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 to	consider	a	ban	on	fishing	
for	 sprat,	which	 is	not	 intended	 for	human	consumption,	 in	 Irish	waters;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Christopher	O’Sullivan.	[55810/23]

6.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 if	 he	 will	 promulgate	
emergency,	 interim	 measures	 to	 allow	 farmers	 and	 knackeries	 to	 dispose	 of	 dead	 animals	 in	
light	 of	 their	 accumulation,	with	 the	 resultant	 risk	 to	 sanitation,	 due	 to	 the	 strike	 by	 renderers	
since	1	December	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	McNamara.	
[55812/23]

7.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	steps	he	has	taken	to	fulfil	
the	Programme	for	Government	commitment	to	increase	the	veterinary	presence	available	on	all	
live	 export	 consignments	 to	 third	 countries;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	
Brian	Leddin.	[55708/23]

8.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	extent	to	which	he	remains	
confident	 for	 the	 dairy,	 beef,	 lamb	 and	 pig	meat	 sectors,	 as	well	 as	 the	 cereal	 sector,	 into	 the	
future;	 the	 areas	 whence	 competition	 is	 most	 likely	 anticipated	 on	 international	 markets;	 the	
extent	 to	which	 the	 industry	can	meet	 these	challenges;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55725/23]
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9.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	his	views	on	the	impact	 that	
inserting	the	rights	of	nature	into	the	constitution	would	have	on	agriculture;	whether	he	supports	
the	Citizens’	Assembly	on	Biodiversity’s	proposal	 to	hold	a	referendum	on	the	rights	of	nature;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Paul	Murphy.	[55790/23]

10.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 immediate	 financial	
supporting	 measures	 he	 can	 put	 in	 place	 for	 the	 Irish	 inshore	 fishing	 sector	 to	 address	 the	
deepening	crisis	in	the	industry	that	is	threatening	the	livelihoods	of	inshore	fishermen;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pádraig	Mac	Lochlainn.	[55722/23]

11.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 his	 views	 on	 the	 recent	
publication	 of	 the	 new	 bull	 replacement	 and	 terminal	 index	 ratings	 by	 an	 organisation	 (details	
supplied);	 the	 potential	 impact	 this	 could	 have	 on	 beef	 suckler	 farms	 and	 the	 Suckler	 Carbon	
Efficiency	 Programme;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 David	 Stanton.	
[55528/23]

12.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 if	 his	 Department	 has	
conducted	any	research	into	the	reasons	the	number	of	Teagasc	graduates	attaining	trained	farmer	
status	has	been	declining	in	recent	years;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Peadar	
Tóibín.	[55429/23]

13.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 if	 farmers	 in	 Carlow	 are	
benefitting	 from	 the	organic	 farming	scheme	or	other	 supports	 for	 the	organic	sector;	and	 if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55640/23]

14.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	what	action	he	intends	to	take	
to	address	delays	to	ACRES	payments;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Claire	
Kerrane.	[55410/23]

15.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 if	he	will	provide	details	on	
when	farmers	who	are	participating	in	the	ACRES	cooperative	scheme	can	expect	to	receive	their	
payments.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55634/23]

16.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	extent	to	which	he	remains	
satisfied	 that	 Irish	 farmers	 and	 the	 agri-food	 industry	 in	 general	 remain	 safeguarded	 into	 the	
future	notwithstanding	competition,	restrictions	and/or	requirements	to	land	rewetting,	given	the	
extent	to	which	moisture	abounds;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	
Durkan.	[55724/23]

17.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 what	 engagement	 he	 has	
had	with	 an	organisation	 (details	 supplied)	 in	 relation	 to	 rating	changes;	 and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Rose	Conway-Walsh.	[55815/23]

18.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	he	will	provide	an	update	on	
the	publication	of	a	strategy	to	address	ash	dieback;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Claire	Kerrane.	[55407/23]

19.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	what	measures	his	Department	
is	 taking	 to	ensure	 the	expedition	of	ACRES	payments;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Verona	Murphy.	[55793/23]
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20.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	his	plans	to	support	and	help	
deliver	the	establishment	of	more	integrated	constructed	wetlands	on	farms	nationally;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Marc	Ó	Cathasaigh.	[55381/23]

21.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 if	 he	 will	 be	 allocating	
additional	 funding	 through	 the	Animal	Welfare	 Grant	 Programme	 to	 animal	 welfare	 charities	
given	the	unprecedented	amount	of	surrenders	they	are	dealing	with	at	present,	in	addition	to	the	
increased	cost	of	running	animal	welfare	and	animal	rescue	organisations;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	[55296/23]

22.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 to	 report	on	 the	progress	 to	
establish	 an	 implementation	 group	 for	 a	 just	 transition	 in	 agriculture,	 as	 recommended	 by	 the	
NESC	report	on	the	Just	Transition	in	agriculture;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55737/23]

23.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	his	views	regarding	the	capital	
investment	scheme	support	for	renewable	energy	investments	as	part	of	the	CAP	Strategic	Plan;	if	
said	support	can	be	expected	to	continue;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ruairí	
Ó	Murchú.	[55700/23]

24.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	his	views	on	the	new	EuroStar	
evaluation	 for	 suckler	 cows	and	 stock	bulls;	 and	 if	he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Violet-Anne	Wynne.	[55828/23]

25.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	amount	of	land	afforested	
in	2020,	2021,	2022,	 and	 to	date	 in	2023;	 the	Government	 target	 for	 forestry	 licence	output	 in	
2023;	the	number	of	licences	issued;	the	number	of	afforestation	licences	issued	in	2023;	the	total	
hectarage	of	land	licenced	for	new	afforestation	in	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55510/23]

26.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 reason	 for	 significant	
delays	in	the	issuance	of	ACRES	payments	to	many	farmers;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Violet-Anne	Wynne.	[55827/23]

27.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	to	report	on	the	progress	of	the	
delayed	biomethane	strategy;	and	if	he	anticipates	it	will	be	published	before	the	end	of	2023.	—	
Darren	O’Rourke.	[55736/23]

28.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	
Question	No.	 78	 of	 26	October	 2023,	 for	 an	 update	 on	 the	work	 of	 the	Wool	 Council;	 if	 the	
€30,000	in	Departmental	funding	has	been	drawn	down	to-date;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Catherine	Connolly.	[55641/23]

29.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	steps	he	is	taking	to	assist	
suckler	farmers	on	the	ratings	issue	for	animals	with	the	new	SCEP	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55441/23]

30.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	what	steps	his	Department	is	
taking	to	address	the	skills	and	labour	shortages	currently	facing	the	agricultural	sector;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Verona	Murphy.	[55795/23]
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31.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	to	outline	in	detail	the	progress	
that	his	Department	has	made	 to	date,	 in	conjunction	with	 the	Department	of	 the	Environment,	
Climate	 and	 Communications,	 in	 the	 creation	 of	 a	 national	 biomethane	 development	 strategy	
plan	 through	 the	 new	built	 environment	 and	 heat	 delivery	 taskforce;	when	 it	 is	 envisaged	 that	
this	strategy	will	be	implemented;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Colm	Burke.	
[55311/23]

32.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	any	consideration	or	study	
was	 undertaken	 by	 his	 Department	 in	 relation	 to	 his	 recent	 trip	 to	 Korea	 and	 the	 proposed	
expansion	of	beef	exports	by	any	other	Government	Department,	of	the	climate	impact	of	such	an	
expansion;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bríd	Smith.	[51600/23]

33.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	what	 action	his	Department	
is	 taking	 to	 reduce	 the	 timeline	 from	when	 livestock	 in	 a	 herd	 have	 been	 tested	 and	 identified	
positive	with	 tuberculosis	and	when	 these	animals	are	 removed	from	the	herd,	 in	view	 that	 the	
current	average	timeline	is	17.3	calendar	days	from	the	date	of	test	to	the	date	of	removal;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Colm	Burke.	[55312/23]

34.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 if	 he	 will	 consider	 the	
possibility	of	developing,	along	with	other	Ministers,	a	circular	compact	across	the	food	sector,	
aimed	 at	 designing	 out	 the	 negative	 environmental	 features	 all	 along	 the	 supply	 chain,	 from	
primary	production	to	unnecessary	waste.	—	Richard	Bruton.	[55783/23]

35.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 his	Department	 has	 been	
monitoring	fluctuation	 in	 the	cost	or	price	of	 farm	fertiliser;	and	 if	he	will	outline	 the	 supports	
there	are	to	support	farmers	struggling	with	the	cost	of	fertiliser.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55428/23]

36.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	status	of	his	Department’s	
efforts	 to	 improve	food	production	sustainability	 in	Ireland;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Alan	Farrell.	[55512/23]

37.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 number	 of	 farmers	
participating	 in	 suckler	 beef	 support	 schemes	 in	 2020;	 the	 number	 participating	 currently;	 his	
proposals	 to	 improve	 participation;	 and	 the	 impact	 he	 believes	 recent	 beef	 index	 changes	will	
have	on	suckler	farmers.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55509/23]

38.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	research	being	carried	out	
at	present	into	possible	uses	for	wool	with	at	present	hardly	pays	for	the	shearing	costs	although	it	
has	huge	possibilities	for	a	multiple	of	uses	because	of	its	natural	qualities;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[55633/23]

39.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 the	 reason	 organisations	 in	
Carlow	were	not	included	on	the	list	of	funding	for	animal	welfare	charities	announced	recently.	
—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55639/23]

40.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	 if	he	will	advise	on	plans	 to	
change	existing	rules	around	herd	owners	and	herd	keepers,	given	the	impact	the	current	process	
has	 on	 women	 in	 agriculture	 and	 young	 farmers	 in	 farm	 partnerships;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Claire	Kerrane.	[55408/23]
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41.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	 if	he	will	detail	 the	research	
being	 undertaken	 into	 the	 quantification	 and	 reward	 of	 environmental	 services	 generated	 by	
actions	 at	 farm	 level	 to	 allow	 water	 tables	 rise	 on	 organic	 soils,	 to	 switch	 from	 livestock	 to	
forestry;	 and	 whether	 this	 can	 lead	 to	 a	 more	 extensive	 financial	 framework	 than	 the	 present	
ACRES	scheme.	—	Richard	Bruton.	[55782/23]

42.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	
Question	No.	 204	 of	 16	November	 2023,	 the	 status	 of	 plans	 for	 the	 introduction	 of	measures	
to	 protect	 the	 sprat	 fishery,	 which	 is	 concentrated	 within	 the	 six-nautical-mile	 zone;	 if	 he	 has	
received	the	updated	scientific	advice	from	the	Marine	Institute	and	Bord	Iascaigh	Mhara	to	date;	
his	 plans	 for	 the	 publication	 of	 this	 advice;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	
Catherine	Connolly.	[55642/23]

43.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 if	he	will	provide	an	update	
on	 the	 proposal	 to	 bring	 forward	 a	 solution	 for	 the	 group	 known	 as	 ‘forgotten	 farmers’,	 given	
details	 of	 the	 scheme	 were	 supposed	 to	 be	 published	 in	 Q1	 of	 2023	 and	 a	 further	 follow-up	
was	promised	 in	May	2023;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Claire	Kerrane.	
[55409/23]

44.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 he	 is	 concerned	with	 the	
latest	evaluation	changes	by	an	organisation	(details	supplied)	which	has	greatly	devalued	some	
cattle	 breeds;	 if	 he	 will	 address	 this	 issue	 by	 requesting	 a	 rollback	 to	 the	 previous	 evaluation	
until	full	clarification	is	received;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	
[55819/23]

45.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	what	engagements	he	and	his	
officials	had	with	meat	and	dairy	industry	lobbyists	in	relation	to	and	his	attendance	at	COP-28;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Paul	Murphy.	[55787/23]

46.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	whether	any	assessment	has	
been	carried	out	into	the	effect	of	land	abandonment	in	Ireland;	the	amount	of	land	now	not	been	
actively	used	or	farmed;	the	possible	negative	impact	it	could	have	on	the	environment;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[55632/23]

47.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 way	 he	 is	 supporting	
Coillte	in	its	new	Forestry	Strategy	and	Strategic	Vision;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	David	Stanton.	[55638/23]

48.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 if	 he	 will	 instruct	 his	
Department	 to	 make	 interim,	 part	 payments	 immediately	 to	 farmers	 in	 ACRES	 tranche	 one,	
following	 the	announcement	by	his	Department	 that	 it	will	not	pay	monies	out	on	 this	 scheme	
until	 February	 2024,	 in	 view	 of	 farmers’	 reliance	 on	 the	 scheme	 payments	 to	 pay	 end-of-year	
bills;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	McNamara.	[55791/23]

49.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 if	 he	 will	 consider	 the	
introduction	of	an	emergency	fund	for	the	brown	crab	and	shrimp	sector	in	Ireland;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Christopher	O’Sullivan.	[55809/23]

50.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 the	process	for	 investigating	
complaints	 received	 in	 respect	 of	 reported	 breaches	 of	 animal	 welfare	 regulations	 during	
shipments	of	live	animals	to	third	countries.	—	Brian	Leddin.	[55709/23]
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51.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 for	 an	 update	 on	 his	
Department’s	Programme	for	Government	commitments	in	relation	to	animal	welfare;	if	he	will	
provide	an	overview	of	the	progress	made	to	date;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	[55297/23]

52.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 to	 outline	 his	 position	 on	
including	the	food	system	in	the	Global	Stocktake	documents	discussed	at	COP-28;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Paul	Murphy.	[55788/23]

53.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	to	outline	the	reasons	for	the	
delay	to	ACRES	payments;	 the	steps	he	 is	 taking	to	rectify	 the	situation;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Rose	Conway-Walsh.	[55814/23]

54.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	to	provide	an	update	regarding	
the	 work	 done	 by	 the	 Agriculture	 Water	 Quality	 Working	 Group	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 nitrates	
directive;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ruairí	Ó	Murchú.	[55699/23]

55.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	he	acknowledges	the	current	
immense	 pressures	 being	 exerted	 on	 the	 family	 farm	 model;	 what	 measures	 his	 Department	
intends	 to	 take	 to	 ensure	 viability	 of	 the	 family	 farm	 going	 forward;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Verona	Murphy.	[55792/23]

56.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	for	an	update	on	the	ACRES	
scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Alan	Dillon.	[55644/23]

57.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 if	 he	 has	 contacted	 an	
organisation	(details	supplied)	on	 the	flaws	being	outlined	by	farmers	with	animal	ratings	since	
the	new	SCEP	scheme	came	into	play;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	
Smyth.	[55442/23]

58.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 if	he	will	provide	an	update	
on	 ensuring	 that	women	 in	 agriculture	 and	 young	 farmers	 can	 take	 part	 in	 knowledge	 transfer	
groups;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Claire	Kerrane.	[55406/23]

59.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	to	outline	Ireland’s	experience	
in	 moving	 to	 sustainable	 food	 systems,	 as	 claimed	 at	 an	 event	 where	 he	 spoke	 in	 the	 UAE	
recently;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Paul	Murphy.	[55786/23]

60.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 for	 an	 update	 on	 the	 new	
TAMS	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Alan	Dillon.	[55643/23]

61.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	what	supports	are	in	place	to	
assist	farmers	trading	with	the	UK	with	new	export	rules	coming	into	effect	on	31	January	2024;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aindrias	Moynihan.	[55560/23]

62.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 the	 engagement	 he	 has	 had	
with	his	EU	counterparts	on	requiring	all	farm	vehicles	sold	in	the	community	to	be	supplied	with	
advanced	driver-assistance	systems	(ADAS)	technologies;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Denis	Naughten.	[51463/23]
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63.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	what	measures	are	being	taken	
to	address	the	issue	under	the	sheep	improvement	scheme	2023,	in	particular	hill	flocks	and	the	
scanning	criteria	timeline;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aindrias	Moynihan.	
[55559/23]

Chun	 an	 Aire	 Leanaí,	 Comhionannais,	 Míchumais,	 Lánpháirtíochta	 agus	 Óige:	 To	 the	
Minister	for	Children,	Equality;	Disability;	Integration	and	Youth.

64.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	status	of	
the	work	underway	by	the	national	disability	services	and	HSE	procurement	to	develop	a	tender	
process	and	service	specification	for	the	delivery	of	assessments	of	need	from	private	providers	to	
deal	with	the	long	waiting	lists;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	
[55516/23]

65.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 when	
he	 expects	 the	 six	 new	 assessment	 hubs	 to	 streamline	 the	 assessment	 of	 need	 process	 will	
be	 established	 to	 relieve	 pressure	 on	 service	 delivery,	 as	 set	 out	 in	 the	 Roadmap	 to	 improve	
Children’s	Disability	Services;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Willie	O’Dea.	
[55522/23]

66.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	
an	 update	 on	 improving	 the	 chart	 of	 accounts	mandatory	 for	 those	 services	 signed	 up	 to	 core	
funding;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[54563/23]

67.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
consider	extending	the	DNA	testing	to	family	members	who	are	cousins	to	identify	remains	at	the	
mother	and	baby	home	in	Tuam	as	a	result	of	advancements	in	the	science	of	DNA	testing	since	
the	Bill	was	enacted;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Canney.	[54569/23]

68.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 his	 plans	
under	 the	Child	Care	Amendment	Bill	 2023	 to	 establish	 a	 committee	on	 child	 care	which	will	
include	representation	from	other	departments	to	oversee	and	facilitate	interagency	collaboration	
(details	supplied).	—	Sean	Sherlock.	[55773/23]

69.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
outline	 the	 progress	 in	 integrating	 those	 in	 temporary	 protection	 from	Ukraine	 and	 who	 have	
refugee	status	into	work,	education	and	community	activity;	and	whether	further	policy	initiatives	
are	under	consideration	to	improve	integration.	—	Richard	Bruton.	[55781/23]

70.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	what	steps	
his	Department	is	taking	to	reduce	the	rate	of	child	trafficking	in	the	State;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55427/23]

71.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	status	of	
his	Department’s	efforts	to	tackle	child	poverty;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Alan	Farrell.	[55513/23]

72.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 if	 his	
Department	 will	 allow	 for	 the	 redress	 scheme	 for	 survivors	 of	 mothers	 and	 babies	 home	 be	
extended	to	include	survivors	who	spent	less	time	than	the	present	threshold	of	six	months;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Canney.	[54568/23]
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73.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	 Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	when	 he	
expects	to	publish	the	white	paper	on	ending	direct	provision;	the	steps	his	Department	is	taking	
to	 address	 some	of	 the	 recommendations	highlighted	 in	 the	Ombudsman	 for	Children’s	 report;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[54565/23]

74.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 how	 the	
funding	increase	for	his	Department	announced	in	Budget	2024	will	provide	for	an	expansion	of	
targeted	Access	and	Inclusion	Model	supports	 to	children	 in	County	Carlow	beyond	 time	spent	
in	 the	ECCE	programme,	both	 in-term	and	out-of-term;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55524/23]

75.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	children	referred	back	to	primary	care	by	their	CDNT,	by	CDNT	for	the	year	to	date	2023,	in	
tabular	form.	—	Sean	Sherlock.	[55777/23]

76.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
provide	details	on	the	number	of	centres	in	County	Clare	to	date	that	are	providing	protection	to	
Ukrainian	refugees	and	international	protection	applicants;	and	the	number	of	persons	residing	in	
these	centres.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55636/23]

77.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	 CAMHS	 referrals	 from	CDNTS,	 by	CDNT	 and	CHO	 for	 the	 year	 to	 date	 2023,	 in	 tabular	
form.	—	Sean	Sherlock.	[55776/23]

78.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	 Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	when	 he	
will	introduce	a	grant	scheme	to	assist	in	the	provision	of	large-scale	preschool	accommodation	
and	 the	 upgrading	 of	 existing	 childcare	 accommodation,	 as	 there	 is	 a	 need	 to	 increase	
substantially	 the	 level	 of	 grant	 aid	 to	 ensure	 adequate	 childcare	 accommodation	 in	 the	 coming	
years;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	[55734/23]

79.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 for	 an	
update	on	Government	policy	on	increasing	supply	of	childcare	places	and	decreasing	the	cost	for	
parents;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Alan	Dillon.	[55645/23]

80.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 if	 his	
Department	 will	 launch	 a	 zero-tolerance	 information	 campaign	 across	 all	 media,	 particularly	
social	media,	 to	counteract	corrosive	anti-immigrant	and	 far-right	narratives,	which	are	 feeding	
into	aggressive	or	misdirected	protests	near	places	where	refugees	are	accommodated;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[54564/23]

81.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	what	steps	
are	being	taken	to	increase	supports	for	and	to	prevent	the	closure	of	small	to	medium	size	early	
years	 settings	 in	 rural	 Ireland;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Christopher	
O’Sullivan.	[55648/23]

82.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
undertake	to	bring	forward	the	second	increase	in	the	foster	carers	allowance	under	Budget	2024	
in	line	with	other	payments	ahead	of	November	2025.	—	Sean	Sherlock.	[55774/23]

83.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	process	
of	public	and	community	engagement	and	consultation	his	Department	undertakes	in	advance	of	
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establishing	or	 approving	a	 centre/building	 for	 the	purpose	of	 emergency	protection	 for	people	
seeking	international	protection.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55507/23]

84.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	confirm	if	
the	NCS	hourly/attendance-based	rules	are	his	Department’s	policy	or	a	restriction	placed	on	his	
Department	by	the	Department	of	Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	Plan	Delivery	and	
Reform;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[54566/23]

85.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	degree	
to	which	 he	 remains	 satisfies	 that	 children	 continue	 to	 be	 adequately	 protected	 in	 all	 locations	
at	home,	in	care	or	otherwise	where	there	might	be	a	threat	to	their	wellbeing;	the	extent	of	the	
provisions	in	place	or	being	put	in	place	to	address	these	issues;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55726/23]

86.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
establish	a	publicly-owned	childcare	service;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Gino	Kenny.	[55581/23]

87.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 there	
are	plans	to	provide	an	occupational	therapy	service	for	those	with	mild	intellectual	disability	in	
County	Carlow;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	
[55525/23]

88.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	outline	
any	 recent	 engagements	 his	 Department	 has	 had	 with	 the	 Department	 of	 Further	 and	 Higher	
Education,	 Research,	 Innovation	 and	 Science	 regarding	 workforce	 planning	 in	 the	 disability	
sector;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ruairí	Ó	Murchú.	[55702/23]

89.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	outline	
in	detail	the	significant	staff	development,	retention	and	recruitment	actions	that	his	Department	
will	 take	 to	 improve	children’s	disability	services,	as	set	out	 in	 the	recent	Roadmap	to	 improve	
Children’s	Disability	Services;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Willie	O’Dea.	
[55523/23]

90.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	 Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 the	 level	
of	 collaboration	 between	 his	Department	 and	 the	HSE	 to	 streamline	 the	 process	whereby	 aids	
and	appliances	provided	through	HSE	resource	allocation	groups	for	children	with	disabilities	in	
order	to	avoid	and	remove	barriers	as	outlined	in	the	case	of	a	child	(details	supplied),	to	ensure	
they	have	timely	access	to	mobility	aids	to	optimise	their	and	their	family’s	independence;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Marc	Ó	Cathasaigh.	[55558/23]

91.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	actions	
he	 is	 taking	 to	 ensure	 that	 an	 organisation	 (details	 supplied)	 is	 adequately	 funded	 and	 prevent	
it	 from	having	 to	 initiate	closure	procedures;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Pauline	Tully.	[55759/23]

92.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 the	 status	
of	his	Department’s	work	with	regard	to	the	Growing	Up	in	Ireland	study;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Alan	Farrell.	[55514/23]
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93.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 what	
engagement	he	has	had	with	the	relevant	stakeholders,	including	foster	families	on	the	proposed	
National	 Standards	 for	 Children’s	 Social	 Services;	 what	 future	 he	 envisages	 for	 the	 2003	
standards;	 what	 role	 will	 be	 there	 for	 foster	 families;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Aindrias	Moynihan.	[55561/23]

94.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 if	 it	 is	
proposed	 to	 increase	capital	 investment	 in	 the	early	 learning	and	childcare	 sector	 for	2024	and	
2025;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	[55735/23]

95.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	
an	update	on	 the	 transfer	of	 residents	 from	a	direct	provision	centre	 in	Cork	 (details	 supplied);	
the	engagement	his	Department	has	had	with	residents;	if	the	decision	to	transfer	people	will	be	
reviewed	considering	many	include	school-going	children;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	[55286/23]

96.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	
an	update	on	the	number	of	vacancies	in	the	CDNT	in	CHO9;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Paul	McAuliffe.	[55840/23]

97.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
fund	research	by	an	organisation	(details	supplied)	in	relation	to	barriers	to	foster	care	in	order	to	
build	fostering	back	up	as	a	key	pillar	in	society	as	how	we	treat	and	care	for	the	most	vulnerable.	
—	Sean	Sherlock.	[55775/23]

98.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	his	views	
on	establishing	a	longitudinal	study	in	relation	to	the	impact	of	the	Covid-19	pandemic	on	child	
development;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Marc	Ó	Cathasaigh.	[55557/23]

99.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 he	 is	
aware	that	civil	society	organisations	have	said	the	wording	of	the	proposed	referendum	on	care	
is	 significantly	 different	 to	 that	 recommended	 by	 the	 Joint	 Oireachtas	 Committee	 on	 Gender	
Equality	 and	 Citizens’	Assembly	 on	 gender	 equality;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Gino	Kenny.	[55578/23]

100.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 he	 has	
received	 submissions	 on	 the	 excessive	 administrative	 burden	 associated	with	 the	Core	 funding	
scheme;	and	if	modifications	are	possible.	—	Richard	Bruton.	[55780/23]

101.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 further	
to	Parliamentary	Question	No.	1493	of	11	September	2023,	 if	 the	negotiation	process	between	
the	 expert	 negotiator	 and	 religious	 orders,	with	 regard	 to	 contributing	 to	 the	mother	 and	 baby	
institutions	 redress	 scheme,	 has	 been	 completed	 to-date;	 if	 not,	 the	 expected	 timeline	 for	 the	
conclusion	of	the	negotiation	process;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Catherine	
Connolly.	[55650/23]

102.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	
an	 update	 on	 any	 plans	 he	 has	 to	 introduce	 changes	 to	 the	 current	 situation	 in	 respect	 of	 the	
accommodation	offered	to	Ukrainian	refugees;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
John	Brady.	[55625/23]
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103.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 he	 is	
aware	that	the	reporting	mechanism	being	requested	by	his	Department	from	childcare	providers	
is	not	workable	and	is	creating	unnecessary	paperwork	and	cost;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Canney.	[54570/23]

104.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	extent	to	
which	Tusla	remains	well	placed	to	protect	children	who	may	be	in	danger	of	becoming	homeless	
or	are	under	potential	threat	of	abuse	from	whatever	source;	the	degree	to	which	all	complaints	
are	adequately	investigated	and	followed	up	in	all	circumstances;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55727/23]

105.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 he	 and	
his	Department	have	mapped	the	existence	of	youth-focused	community	projects	and	staff	across	
the	State;	and	if	they	are	aware	of	gaps	in	coverage,	or	large	and	populous	areas	without	or	with	
inadequately	resourced	projects,	and	how	they	intend	to	resolve	this.	—	Donnchadh	Ó	Laoghaire.	
[49716/23]

106.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 the	 new	
core	 funding	 chart	 of	 accounts	 requirement	 for	 the	 early	 years	 sector;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jennifer	Whitmore.	[55875/23]

107.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 what	
measures	are	being	taken	to	address	the	staff	shortage	and	retention	issues	in	childcare	facilities;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aindrias	Moynihan.	[55562/23]

108.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
consider	increasing	the	NCS	subsidy	for	after	school	care	to	correct	the	anomaly	whereby	some	
parents	are	paying	more	for	part-time	care	than	they	were	for	full-time	care	due	to	the	difference	
in	the	subsidy	rate.	—	Paul	McAuliffe.	[55841/23]

109.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	
an	update	on	the	steps	he	is	taking	to	address	the	accommodation	crisis	for	asylum	seekers;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	John	Brady.	[55624/23]

110.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 he	 is	
aware	The	Health	 Information	and	Quality	Authority	has	 raised	concerns	with	 the	Government	
over	 why	 staff	 in	 accommodation	 centres	 housing	 Ukrainian	 refugees,	 including	 children,	 are	
not	being	vetted	by	An	Garda	Síochána;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Gino	
Kenny.	[55579/23]

111.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	confirm	
a	 breakdown	 of	 new	 ELC	 and	 SAC	 services	 that	 are	 entirely	 new	 services	 and	 not	 corporate	
acquisitions;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[54567/23]

112.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	 unaccompanied	minors	 or	 separated	 children	 currently	 seeking	 asylum	 in	 the	State;	 and	 the	
types	of	 care	 settings	 they	 are	 in,	 i.e.,	 foster	 care,	 residential	 care,	 emergency	 accommodation,	
and	so	on.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55426/23]

113.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	outline	
the	 current	 vacancies	 in	 the	 CDNT	 in	 Mayo;	 to	 outline	 the	 impact	 this	 is	 having	 on	 service	
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delivery;	 to	 outline	 how	 this	matter	 can	 be	 addressed;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Alan	Dillon.	[55646/23]

114.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	way	he	
is	supporting	youth	clubs	and	youth	services	nationally;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	David	Stanton.	[55806/23]

115.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 to	 detail	
exactly	 what	 measures	 have	 been	 taken	 by	 his	 Department	 to	 deal	 with	 the	 CDNT	 crisis	 in	
Donegal;	what	plans	are	in	place	to	deal	with	said	crisis;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[55811/23]

116.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	outline	
his	policy	with	respect	to	youth	services;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	David	
Stanton.	[55808/23]

117.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 if	 his	
Department	 is	 aware	 that	 an	 after-school	 service	 in	 County	 Cork	 (details	 supplied)	 is	 facing	
closure	 due	 to	 issues	 with	 the	 Core	 funding	 model;	 if	 his	 Department	 has	 engaged	 with	 the	
service	provider	regarding	its	concerns;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pádraig	
O’Sullivan.	[55287/23]

118.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 how	 the	
extra	€20.5	million	funding	for	disability	residential	services	announced	in	Budget	2024	will	be	
spent;	where	exactly	 this	funding	will	be	channelled	 to;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[55527/23]

119.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 how	 his	
Department	will	 improve	 engagement	with	 the	Department	of	Education,	 the	National	Council	
for	Special	Education	and	 the	National	Educational	Psychology	Service	 to	optimise	health	 and	
integration	as	 set	out	 in	 the	Roadmap	 to	 improve	Children’s	Disability	Services;	and	 if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[55526/23]

120.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	outline	
his	 plans	 to	 increase	 childcare	 places;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Gino	
Kenny.	[55580/23]

121.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	Ukrainian	refugees	who	are	now	in	the	State;	the	projected	number	of	refugees	from	Ukraine	
expected	to	come	to	the	State	over	the	next	12	months;	the	plans	that	are	in	place	to	deal	with	the	
additional	people;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Canney.	[54571/23]

122.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 the	plans	
that	 are	 in	 place	 to	 provide	 accommodation	 for	 these	 asylum	 seekers;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Canney.	[54572/23]

123.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
current	capacity	of	 respite	care	 in	counties	Cavan	and	Monaghan	 for	children	with	disabilities;	
the	number	of	children	that	are	provided	with	respite	care	each	week	in	 these	counties;	and	his	
proposals	to	increase	this	capacity.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55508/23]
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124.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	
an	update	 on	dealings	with	 residents	 of	Kilbride	 IPAS	centre,	County	Wicklow;	 and	 if	 he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mick	Barry.	[55720/23]

125.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 his	
accommodation	plans	for	new	international	protection	applicant	refugees;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Gino	Kenny.	[55577/23]

126.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 further	
to	Parliamentary	Question	No.	65	of	7	November	2023,	when	 the	mother	and	baby	 institutions	
redress	scheme	will	be	open	for	applications;	the	timeline	for	when	payments	will	be	made;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Catherine	Connolly.	[55649/23]

127.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	confirm	
what	his	Department’s	plans	are	 to	 recruit	and	 retain	childcare	workers	 in	 the	 sector;	and	 if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Colm	Burke.	[55729/23]

128.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	his	views	on	
the	success	or	otherwise	of	the	rapid	build	programme	undertaken	by	his	Department;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Violet-Anne	Wynne.	[55826/23]

129.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	
an	 update	 regarding	 the	 legislative	 proposals	 arising	 from	 the	 review	 of	 the	 Equality	 Acts	
(Equal	 Status	Acts	 2000	 and	 Employment	 Equality	Acts	 1998);	 when	 it	 can	 be	 expected	 that	
these	proposals	are	brought	forward;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ruairí	Ó	
Murchú.	[55701/23]

130.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	how	many	
parents	and	guardians	will	benefit	from	childcare	measures	announced	in	Budget	2024;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Colm	Burke.	[55728/23]

131.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	his	views	
on	the	adequacy	of	engagements	that	occurred	with	disability	organisations	and	disabled	persons	
representative	organisations	in	relation	to	the	National	Disability	Strategy	and	the	Green	Paper	on	
Disability	Reform;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	[55758/23]

132.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 for	 an	
update	on	the	long	waiting	lists	for	an	assessment	of	need	as	a	result	of	the	11	March	2022	High	
Court	 judgement	 (details	 supplied);	 how	 his	 Department	 is	 tackling	 this	 growing	 waiting	 list	
in	 light	 of	 the	 ruling;	 the	 projected	 increase	 in	 the	waiting	 list	 in	 2024;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55517/23]

133.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	
an	 update	 on	 his	 dealings	with	 the	management	 of	Kilbride	 IPAS	 centre,	 County	Wicklow,	 in	
relation	to	facilities	at	the	facility;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mick	Barry.	
[55721/23]
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