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Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

1.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Services	
will	meet	next.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[52551/23]

2.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Service	
will	next	meet.	—	Paul	McAuliffe.	[53903/23]

3.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Service	
will	next	meet.	—	Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	[53904/23]

4.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Services	
will	meet	next.	—	Ruairí	Ó	Murchú.	[55079/23]

5.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Services	
will	next	meet.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55088/23]

6.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Services	
will	next	meet.	—	John	Lahart.	[55089/23]

7.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Services	
will	next	meet.	—	Richard	Boyd	Barrett.	[55112/23]

8.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Services	
will	next	meet.	—	Paul	Murphy.	[55115/23]

9.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Services	
will	next	meet.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55132/23]

10.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Services	
will	next	meet.	—	Mary	Lou	McDonald.	[55162/23]

11.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Services	
will	meet	next.	—	Mick	Barry.	[55230/23]

12.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Service	
will	next	meet.	—	Cian	O’Callaghan.	[55338/23]

13.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	the	Cabinet	Committee	on	Social	Affairs	and	Public	Services	
will	next	meet.	—	John	Lahart.	[55383/23]
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14.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 he	will	 report	 on	 his	 attendance	 at	 the	 recent	meeting	 of	 the	
British-Irish	Council.	—	Brendan	Smith.	[53188/23]

15.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 he	will	 report	 on	 his	 attendance	 at	 the	 recent	meeting	 of	 the	
British-Irish	Council.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[54687/23]

16.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 he	will	 report	 on	 his	 attendance	 at	 the	 recent	meeting	 of	 the	
British-Irish	Council.	—	Richard	Boyd	Barrett.	[55113/23]

17.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 he	will	 report	 on	 his	 attendance	 at	 the	 recent	meeting	 of	 the	
British-Irish	Council.	—	Paul	Murphy.	[55116/23]

18.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 he	will	 report	 on	 his	 attendance	 at	 the	 recent	meeting	 of	 the	
British-Irish	Council.	—	Mary	Lou	McDonald.	[55163/23]

19.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 he	will	 report	 on	 his	 attendance	 at	 the	 recent	meeting	 of	 the	
British-Irish	Council.	—	Mick	Barry.	[55231/23]

20.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 if	 he	 will	 report	 on	 his	 attendance	 at	 COP	 28.	—	 Christopher	
O’Sullivan.	[53276/23]

21.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 if	 he	 will	 report	 on	 his	 attendance	 at	 the	 2023	 United	 Nations	
Climate	Change	Conference	(COP	28).	—	Mick	Barry.	[53405/23]

22.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	to	report	on	his	recent	attendance	at	COP	28.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	
[53525/23]

23.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 he	will	 report	 on	 his	 attendance	 at	 COP	 28.	—	Robert	Troy.	
[54688/23]

24.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	he	will	report	on	his	attendance	at	COP	28.	—	Ruairí	Ó	Murchú.	
[55080/23]

25.	 To	ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 he	will	 report	on	his	 attendance	at	COP	28.	—	Richard	Boyd	
Barrett.	[55114/23]

26.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 he	will	 report	 on	 his	 attendance	 at	COP	28.	—	Paul	Murphy.	
[55117/23]

27.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 to	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 his	 engagements	 at	 COP	 28.	—	Alan	
Farrell.	[55145/23]

28.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	to	report	on	his	Department’s	new	publication	entitled	Government	
Response	to	Ireland’s	Competitiveness	Challenge	2023.	—	Richard	Boyd	Barrett.	[53909/23]

29.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	to	report	on	his	Department’s	new	publication	entitled	Government	
Response	to	Ireland’s	Competitiveness	Challenge	2023.	—	Paul	Murphy.	[53912/23]

30.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 if	 he	 will	 report	 on	 the	 Government’s	 response	 to	 the	 annual	
recommendations	 of	 the	 National	 Competitiveness	 and	 Productivity	 Council,	 which	 was	
published	by	his	Department	on	29	November	2023.	—	Robert	Troy.	[54689/23]
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31.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 if	 he	 will	 report	 on	 the	 Government’s	 response	 to	 the	 annual	
recommendations	 of	 the	 National	 Competitiveness	 and	 Productivity	 Council,	 which	 was	
published	by	his	Department	on	29	November	2023.	—	Christopher	O’Sullivan.	[54690/23]

32.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 if	 he	 will	 report	 on	 the	 Government’s	 response	 to	 the	 annual	
recommendations	 of	 the	 National	 Competitiveness	 and	 Productivity	 Council,	 which	 was	
published	by	his	Department	on	29	November	2023.	—	Aindrias	Moynihan.	[54692/23]

33.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	to	report	on	his	Department’s	new	publication	entitled	Government	
Response	to	Ireland’s	Competitiveness	Challenge	2023.	—	Mick	Barry.	[55232/23]

34.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	to	report	on	his	Department’s	new	publication	entitled	Government	
Response	to	Ireland’s	Competitiveness	Challenge	2023.	—	Cian	O’Callaghan.	[55337/23]

35.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	to	report	on	his	Department’s	new	publication	entitled	Government	
Response	to	Ireland’s	Competitiveness	Challenge	2023.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55422/23]

36.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 when	 the	 terms	 of	 reference	 for	 the	 inquiry	 into	 Covid-19	 in	
Ireland	will	be	produced.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55131/23]

37.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	he	last	met	with	church	leaders	in	Ireland.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	
[55133/23]

38.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	when	 the	 Cabinet	 Committee	 on	 Economy	 and	 Investment	will	
next	meet.	—	Alan	Dillon.	[55138/23]

CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH 
QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt: To the Minister for Justice.

39.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	her	views	in	relation	to	the	public	order	disturbance	and	
riots	of	23	November	2023	in	Dublin	city	centre,	especially	with	regard	to	what	actions	she	has	
taken	in	the	meantime;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pa	Daly.	[55418/23]

40.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Justice	 if	she	will	 report	on	her	engagement	with	social	media	
companies	 about	 far-right	 content,	 the	 spreading	 of	 misinformation,	 and	 the	 activities	 of	 far-
right	actors	on	their	platforms;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Gino	Kenny.	
[55237/23]

41.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	for	a	breakdown,	in	tabular	form,	of	the	average	number	
of	gardaí	on	‘ordinary	absence’	and	‘absent	due	to	injury	on	duty’	in	each	of	the	Garda	regions	in	
Ireland,	and	at	Garda	HQ,	in	Q3	of	2023,	and	to	provide	comparative	data	for	the	same	period	in	
2020.	—	Pa	Daly.	[55419/23]

42.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 she	 acknowledges	 the	 current	 retention	 crisis	
facing	An	 Garda	 Síochána;	 what	 measures	 her	 Department	 are	 taking	 to	 address	 same;	 what	
recommendations	her	Department	has	made	to	An	Garda	Síochána	to	increase	recruitment	to	the	
Garda	force;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Verona	Murphy.	[55420/23]
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43.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 how	 the	 priorities	 and	 performance	 targets	 (including	
consultation	with	 the	Garda	Commissioner)	 pursuant	 to	 Section	 20	 of	 the	An	Garda	 Síochána	
Act	2005	are	reviewed	and	revised,	particularly	concerning	cold	case	investigations	of	unsolved	
murders	related	to	the	Troubles;	how	cooperation	with	UK	law	enforcement	agencies	is	overseen	
in	 this	 context;	 how	 frequently	 the	 Garda	 Commissioner	 exercises	 the	 power	 to	 enter	 into	
agreements	with	such	agencies	under	Section	28	of	the	Act	to	advance	these	investigations;	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Thomas	Pringle.	[53406/23]

CEISTEANNA EILE 
OTHER QUESTIONS

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt: To the Minister for Justice.

44.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	to	outline	in	detail	the	progress	that	has	been	made	to	date	
in	respect	of	having	a	single	application	process	for	employment	permits	and	visa	applications;	
the	progress	that	has	been	made	to	date	by	the	interdepartmental	group	established	to	review	the	
matter;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Colm	Burke.	[44400/23]

45.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	if	she	intends	to	launch	a	review	of	the	legal	aid	system,	
including	a	review	of	how	legal	aid	is	paid,	and	to	whom;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55073/23]

46.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	what	 equipment	and	 technology	 is	being	 introduced	 to	
support	members	of	An	Garda	Síochána	 in	 their	 roles;	and	 if	 she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Alan	Dillon.	[55136/23]

47.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	current	number	of	gardaí	 in	north	Kildare;	 and	 the	
number	in	each	of	the	past	five	years,	in	tabular	form.	—	Réada	Cronin.	[54635/23]

48.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 progress	 made	 in	 discussions	 with	 the	 British	
government	in	relation	to	the	recommendation	made	by	the	Independent	Reporting	Commission	
in	 its	 Fifth	 Report	 and	 its	 Sixth	 Report,	 published	 in	 December	 2023	 “for	 an	 agreed	 formal	
process	 of	 Group	 Transition,	 involving	 direct	 engagement	 with	 the	 paramilitary	 groups	
themselves,	 to	 bring	 about	 disbandment”;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	
Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[55077/23]

49.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Justice	 if	 she	 is	aware	of	 the	shortage	of	 Irish-speaking	gardaí	
working	 in	 County	 Donegal	 and	 in	 Gaeltacht	 regions;	 if	 any	 plans	 have	 been	 put	 in	 place	 to	
address	this;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[54263/23]

50.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 what	 progress	 has	 been	made	 on	 the	 development	 of	
the	Garda	station	in	Dublin	13/17;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aodhán	Ó	
Ríordáin.	[55126/23]

51.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Justice	 to	provide	a	comparison	 in	community	gardaí	numbers	
in	the	Dublin	area	between	pre-pandemic	and	those	available	currently;	and	to	address	concerns	
over	 designated	 community	 gardaí	 being	 assigned	 to	 other	 duties.	 —	 Aodhán	 Ó	 Ríordáin.	
[55128/23]

52.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	to	outline	what	plans	are	in	place	increase	the	number	of	
community	policing	gardaí	in	the	Limerick	policing	area;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Maurice	Quinlivan.	[54637/23]
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53.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 initiatives	 that	 are	 being	 pursued	 to	 ensure	 public	
order	 and	 safety	 on	 the	 streets;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Pádraig	
O’Sullivan.	[55094/23]

54.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	what	her	plans	are	 to	ensure	all	urban	areas	outside	of	
Dublin	will	be	included	in	plans	for	increased	Garda	presence;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Aindrias	Moynihan.	[55110/23]

55.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 to	outline	her	engagement	with	 the	Policing	Authority;	
and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Alan	Farrell.	[55144/23]

56.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 she	 will	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 her	meeting	 request	
with	 a	 social	media	 company	 (details	 supplied)	 regarding	 its	 role	 in	monitoring	online	 content	
following	the	recent	riots	in	Dublin;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pádraig	
O’Sullivan.	[55093/23]

57.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 how	 many	 fully	 trained	 gardaí	 are	 projected	 to	 be	
available	for	duty	at	 the	end	of	2023;	and	what	 the	 target	 is	 for	 the	end	of	2024.	—	Aodhán	Ó	
Ríordáin.	[55124/23]

58.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 she	will	provide	an	update	on	 the	Garda	operational	
model	 for	County	Louth;	and	 if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Ruairí	Ó	Murchú.	
[55083/23]

59.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	knives	seized	by	gardaí	in	each	of	the	past	
ten	years	and	to	date	in	2023.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55100/23]

60.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 to	 outline	 the	 value	 and	 volume	 of	 seizures	 of	 crack-
cocaine	and	heroin	in	Limerick	since	the	conclusion	of	Operation	Copóg;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Maurice	Quinlivan.	[54638/23]

61.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 has	 a	 specific	 unit	 tasked	 with	 overseeing	 and	
implementing	strategy	to	combat	the	far	right.	—	Aodhán	Ó	Ríordáin.	[55125/23]

62.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 extent	 to	which	 adequate	 resources	 continue	 to	 be	
made	available	to	An	Garda	Síochána	to	combat	organised	crime;	whether	sufficient	intelligence,	
technology	or	other	resources	is	adequate	to	make	serious	inroads	on	the	structures	operated	by	
the	criminal	gangs;	whether	adequate	powers	exist	to	deal	adequately	with	the	situation;	if	further	
legislation	 is	 required;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Bernard	 J.	Durkan.	
[55107/23]

63.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 views	 of	 the	 Government	 and	 her	 Department	
on	 the	 recommendation	 made	 by	 the	 Independent	 Reporting	 Commission	 in	 its	 Fifth	 and	 its	
Sixth	Report,	 published	 in	December	2023	“for	 an	 agreed	 formal	process	of	Group	Transition,	
involving	 direct	 engagement	 with	 the	 paramilitary	 groups	 themselves,	 to	 bring	 about	
disbandment”;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[55078/23]

64.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	 if	she	will	now	establish	an	 independent	public	 inquiry	
into	 the	 death	 of	 a	 person	 (details	 supplied),	 as	 previously	 agreed	 by	 both	 Houses	 of	 the	
Oireachtas.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55095/23]
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65.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	to	report	on	the	Garda	response	to	the	provisions	relating	
to	 the	 anti-social	use	of	 scrambler	motorcycles	 and	quads	 included	 in	 the	 latest	Transport	Bill,	
and	which	are	now	law	and	therefore	being	enforced	by	some	Garda	divisions	nationally.	—	John	
Lahart.	[55070/23]

66.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	what	steps	her	Department	is	taking	to	encourage	more	
recruitment	to	An	Garda	Síochána.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55101/23]

67.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 her	 views	 the	 fast-tracking	 of	 Garda	 attestation	 in	
Templemore;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Alan	Farrell.	[55143/23]

68.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 efforts	 currently	 in	 hand	 to	 ensure	 an	 adequate	
number	of	gardaí,	by	way	of	recruitment	or	delayed	retirements,	to	ensure	the	adequate	strength	
of	the	force;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55106/23]

69.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Justice	 to	provide	an	update	on	 the	provision	of	 refuge	spaces	
and	the	commitment	to	double	the	number	of	refuge	spaces	available	across	the	country	over	the	
lifetime	of	the	Zero	Tolerance	Strategy.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55072/23]

70.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 number	 of	 gardaí	 in	 Cavan	Monaghan	 who	 have	
retired	or	 resigned	 in	2023;	and	 the	number	of	new	recruits	whom	have	been	assigned	 to	 these	
counties	in	2023.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[55096/23]

71.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 what	 measures	 are	 being	 taken	 to	 tackle	 the	 record	
number	 of	 Garda	 resignations;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Aodhán	Ó	
Ríordáin.	[55123/23]

72.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	to	outline,	with	reference	to	the	development	of	strategies	
to	combat	economic	crime	and	corruption,	the	number	of	submissions	received	through	the	recent	
online	consultation	process	ahead	of	the	submission	deadline	of	3	November	2023;	and	if	she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	David	Stanton.	[55139/23]

73.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	terms	of	reference	of	the	review	she	requested	of	the	
Policing	Authority	around	public	order	policing	and	related	 issues,	 following	the	recent	riots	 in	
Dublin.	—	Catherine	Connolly.	[55086/23]

74.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	total	Garda	numbers	for	Galway	for	each	of	the	years	
2020,	2021,	2022	and	 to	date	 in	2023;	 the	number	of	 retirements	 in	 each	year;	 and	 if	 she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[54634/23]

75.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 29	 of	 25	May	
2023,	to	provide	an	update	on	the	recruitment	campaign	for	the	Garda	Reserve;	when	she	expects	
new	reservists	to	be	appointed;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	David	Stanton.	
[54722/23]

76.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	actions	currently	being	undertaken	by	her	Department	
to	 combat	 sexual	 and	 gender-based	 violence;	 the	 status	 of	 the	 provision	 of	 refuges	 in	 counties	
currently	without	one;	the	status	of	the	work	being	undertaken	on	the	new	agency,	particularly	in	
regard	to	giving	the	new	agency	more	scope	to	develop	policy	in	this	areas;	and	if	she	will	make	
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Denis	Naughten.	[54672/23]
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77.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	gardaí	redeployed	from	Kildare	to	Dublin	
to	support	gardaí	during	the	tragic	events	of	Thursday,	23	November	2023;	if,	on	days	subsequent	
to	that,	the	redeployments	were	voluntary	in	nature;	and	what	the	payment	structure	was	for	same	
redeployment.	—	Patricia	Ryan.	[54883/23]

78.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	further	to	Parliamentary	Question	No.	23	of	11	October	
2023,	 the	 status	 of	 the	 independent	 review	 of	 part	 4	 of	 the	 Criminal	 Law	 (Sexual	 Offences)	
Act	 2017;	 the	 status	 of	 the	 recruitment	 process	 to	 replace	 the	 individual	 who	 had	 previously	
been	engaged	to	carry	out	the	study;	if	 the	new	person	has	been	appointed;	the	timeline	for	the	
completion	of	the	review;	the	timeline	for	the	publication	of	the	final	report;	and	if	she	will	make	
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Catherine	Connolly.	[55087/23]

CEISTEANNA LE hAGHAIDH FREAGRAÍ SCRÍOFA 
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER

Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

*79.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 for	 an	 overview	 of	 the	 Shared	 Ireland	 Programme	 since	 its	
establishment	in	2020;	the	key	initiatives	taken;	and	his	assessment	of	their	impact	to	date.	—	Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[54390/23]

*80.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	what	 action	will	 be	 taken	 to	 recruit	 additional	 staff	 to	 the	DPP	
to	 review	 cases	 where	 a	 decision	 needs	 to	 be	 made	 with	 regard	 to	 progressing	 to	 criminal	
prosecution,	 for	 example,	 road	 collisions,	 where	 an	 inquest	 cannot	 proceed	 until	 after	 the	
review,	particularly	in	light	of	the	fact	that	the	coronial	service,	and	families	affected,	have	been	
experiencing	significant	delays	in	cases	being	listed	for	inquest.	—	Colm	Burke.	[54387/23]

*81.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 if	 he	 will	 consider	 requesting	 that	 the	 CSO	 conduct	 a	 regular	
victims	of	crime	survey	in	order	to	capture	data	on	crime	which	is	not	reflected	in	Garda	statistics	
due	to	a	lack	of	reporting.	—	Holly	Cairns.	[54699/23]

*82.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	key	policy	achievements	realised	and	new	initiatives	taken	by	
his	Department	during	2023.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54795/23]

*83.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 the	number	of	 staff	 in	 the	CSO	with	 climate	 action	 expertise;	 if	
there	 are	 plans	 to	 recruit	more;	 and	 the	 average	 cost	 per	WTE	 and	HTE	 per	 grade,	 in	 tabular	
form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55004/23]

*84.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 the	 number	 of	 vacant	 and	 derelict	 properties	 and	 sites	 that	 are	
owned	 by	 his	 Department;	 his	 plans	 to	 bring	 each	 of	 these	 properties	 and	 sites	 into	 use;	 and	
where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55054/23]

*85.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 his	 main	 policy	 and	 legislative	 priorities	 for	 2024.	 —	 Cathal	
Crowe.	[55216/23]

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha: To the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs.

*86.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	if	he	will	look	into	a	case	(details	
supplied)	whereby	a	birth	certificate	has	not	been	accepted	as	part	of	the	foreign	birth	registration	
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process	whereby	the	applicants’	grandparents	are	Irish	citizens;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Cian	O’Callaghan.	[54584/23]

*87.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 if	 he	 will	 provide	 assistance	 to	
persons	(details	supplied).	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54593/23]

*88.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	further	 to	Parliamentary	Question	
Nos.	72	of	18	October	and	102	of	7	November	2023,	if	he	can	arrange	for	a	member	of	staff	to	
examine	the	case	of	person	(details	supplied),	in	light	of	the	financial	hardship	experienced	by	the	
individual;	if	a	resolution	can	be	found;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Louise	
O’Reilly.	[54598/23]

*89.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 his	 role	 in	 the	 oversight	 in	 the	
stop-off	of	any	military	personnel	or	equipment	at	Irish	ports	or	airports;	if	any	such	stop-off	has	
included	personnel	or	equipment	on	route	to	Israel	or	Palestine	since	7	October	2023;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54617/23]

*90.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	the	status	of	an	application	(details	
supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[54628/23]

*91.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	the	amount	of	funding	that	has	been	
awarded	directly	to	the	Irish	Arts	Centre,	New	York	by	his	Department	and	its	agencies	in	each	
year	since	2005;	the	amount	that	has	been	granted	to	others	for	the	purpose	of	performing	at	or	
attending	the	Irish	Arts	Centre,	and	in	other	indirect	ways	since	2005,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[54665/23]

*92.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	if	there	are	any	specific	guidelines	
for	 companies	 or	 other	 entities	 engaged	with	 trade	 and	 other	 economic	 activities	 in	 territories	
deemed	to	be	illegally	occupied	under	international	law.	—	Chris	Andrews.	[54673/23]

*93.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	while	Ireland	has	a	consistent	policy	
on	 the	 status	 of	Western	 Sahara	 and	 support	 for	 self-determination,	 if	 his	Department	 has	 any	
concrete	proposals	for	how	a	meaningful	exercise	of	self-determination	could	happen;	and	could	
he	explain	how	these	proposals	have	been	advanced	with	the	broader	international	community.	—	
Chris	Andrews.	[54674/23]

*94.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 with	 regard	 to	 European	 Court	
of	 Justice	 cases	 on	 fisheries	 and	 free	 association	 agreements	 with	 Morocco,	 which	 included	
the	occupied	Western	Sahara	 (Cases	C-778/21	P,	C-779/21	P,	C-798/21	P),	 if	 he	 could	 request	
the	European	Commission	 for	an	 indication	on	how	 they	would	 intend	 to	enforce	 the	 ruling	 in	
the	case	of	the	Court	of	Justice	deeming	the	EU-Moroccan	agreement	to	be	in	contravention	of	
European	Union	law.	—	Chris	Andrews.	[54675/23]

*95.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	if	he,	along	with	embassy	officials	
in	 Rabat,	 could	 raise	 the	 issue	 of	 human	 rights	 abuses	 with	 their	 Moroccan	 counterparts,	
including	 the	 issue	 of	 political	 prisoners,	 in	 particular	 if	 he	 could	 highlight	 the	 issue	 of	 the	
Gdeim	 Izik	prisoners	 from	Western	Sahara,	 given	 that	 as	Minister	 for	Foreign	Affairs	 in	2010,	
he	expressed	his	deep	concerns	at	the	actions	of	Morocco	which	led	to	the	imprisonment	of	the	
Gdeim	Izik	protesters	(details	supplied).	—	Chris	Andrews.	[54676/23]
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*96.	 To	ask	 the	Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	Foreign	Affairs	 the	 international	organisations	or	
posts	 for	 which	 his	 Department	 are	 responsible	 for	 the	 Irish	 Government	 being	 a	 nominating	
body;	when	any	such	position	is	next	due	to	be	filled;	when	any	were	last	filled,	and	by	who,	in	
tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54729/23]

*97.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	 Affairs	 his	 response	 to	 the	 President	
of	 Israel	 stating	 during	 an	RTÉ	broadcast	 that	 Irish	 taxpayer	monies	 had	 been	mis-used	 in	 the	
construction	 of	 tunnels	 by	 Hamas,	 in	 light	 of	 a	 review	 of	 funding	 provided	 by	 the	 European	
Union	to	Palestine	which	found	that	safeguards	work	well	and	that	‘no	evidence	has	been	found	
to	date	that	money	has	been	diverted	for	unintended	purposes;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54730/23]

*98.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	if	he	will	report	on	his	engagements	
with	regard	to	the	ongoing	situation	in	Armenia	and	Azerbaijan;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54732/23]

*99.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 if	 he	 will	 report	 on	 his	 recent	
engagements	with	 the	government	of	 the	Republic	of	 the	Union	of	Myanmar;	his	engagements	
with	 regard	 to	 the	ongoing	civil	 strife	and	humanitarian	situation	 in	 the	country;	and	 if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54733/23]

*100.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	 Affairs	 the	 response	 of	 the	 Irish	
government	 to	a	series	of	 referenda	held	 in	Venezuela	on	Sunday,	3	December	2023;	 if	he	will	
report	 on	 his	 recent	 engagements	 with	 the	 accredited	 ambassador	 of	 the	 Bolivarian	 Republic	
of	 Venezuela	 to	 Ireland;	 the	 Irish	 and	 Guyanese	 embassies	 with	 which	 diplomatic	 relations	
with	 the	Co-operative	Republic	 of	Guyana	 are	maintained,	 and	 if	 he	will	 report	 on	 any	 recent	
engagements;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54734/23]

*101.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	the	topics	he	discussed	with	Israeli	
officials	during	his	visit	to	Israel	in	September	of	this	year;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54735/23]

*102.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	 Affairs	 the	 key	 policy	 achievements	
realised	and	new	initiatives	taken	by	his	Department	during	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54787/23]

*103.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 if	 his	 Department	 approved	 the	
over-flight	of	a	US	Air	Force	flight	(details	supplied);	 to	explain	how	such	an	aircraft	complied	
with	 Government	 prohibitions	 against	 the	 carrying	 of	 weapons,	 munitions,	 and	 so	 on,	 given	
that	 no	 such	 aircraft	 leaves	 the	 United	 States	 unless	 it	 is	 on	 a	 military	 operation	 or	 training	
exercise;	 and	 to	outline	what	precautions	 are	 taken	 to	 ensure	 contraventions	do	not	 take	place. 
.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[54888/23]

*104.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	the	number	of	vacant	and	derelict	
properties	and	sites	that	are	owned	by	his	Department;	his	plans	to	bring	each	of	these	properties	
and	sites	into	use;	where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55046/23]

*105.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 for	 an	 update	 on	 the	 loss	 and	
damage	fund	following	COP28;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Duncan	Smith.	
[55066/23]
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*106.	 To	 ask	 the	Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	Foreign	Affairs	when	 a	 person	 (details	 supplied)	
who	applied	to	the	foreign	birth	register	will	have	their	application	processed;	and	if	he	will	make	
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Alan	Dillon.	[55188/23]

*107.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 his	 main	 policy	 and	 legislative	
priorities	for	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55208/23]

*108.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Foreign	 Affairs	 if	 he	 has	 reached	 out	 to	 his	
counterpart	in	the	United	States,	or	other	representatives	of	the	United	States	government	on	the	
situation	in	Gaza;	and	if	so,	to	provide	details	on	these	engagements.	—	Holly	Cairns.	[55228/23]

*109.	 To	ask	 the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	 for	Foreign	Affairs	 the	number	of	courses	 funded	by	
his	Department	for	Irish	embassy	and	or	Irish	consulate	staff	to	lean	to	speak	and	write	fluent	in	
Arabic	in	2022	and	to	date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55366/23]

*110.	 To	ask	 the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	 for	Foreign	Affairs	what	engagement	his	Department	
has	had	at	bilateral	and	multilateral	 level	 regarding	 the	 forced	displacement	of	over	six	million	
people	in	the	Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Thomas	Pringle.	[55417/23]

*111.	 To	 ask	 the	Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	 Foreign	Affairs	 if	 he	will	 use	 his	 best	 efforts	 to	
evacuate	persons	from	Gaza	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Marian	Harkin.	[55432/23]

Chun an Aire Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide: To the Minister for the Environment, 
Climate and Communications.

*112.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	there	are	plans	
to	include	HAP	tenancies	in	the	SEAI	warmer	homes	scheme.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54980/23]

*113.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 if	 his	
Department	has	carried	out	any	assessment	to	estimate	the	cost	and	feasibility	of	including	HAP	
tenancies	as	part	of	the	SEAI	warmer	homes	scheme.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54981/23]

*114.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	 and	Communications	 the	 estimated	
cost	 of	 doubling	 the	 funding	 available	 for	 heating	 control	 grants.	 —	 Catherine	 Murphy.	
[54464/23]

*115.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	his	attention	
has	 been	 drawn	 to	 the	 Local	 Future:	 Connecting	 Communities	 Report	 of	 February	 2023,	
particularly	 its	 recommendations;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	Marc	 Ó	
Cathasaigh.	[54491/23]

*116.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 funding	
options	made	available	by	his	Department	for	community	and	voluntary	organisations	to	lead	on	
climate	action,	including	for	training	and	awareness	campaigns;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Marc	Ó	Cathasaigh.	[54532/23]

*117.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	 and	Communications	 to	 outline	 the	
incentives	for	communities	to	progress	solar	energy	or	wind	energy	projects;	and	if	he	will	make	
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Ring.	[54621/23]
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*118.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 current	
position	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 national	 grid	 infrastructure	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Ring.	[54624/23]

*119.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 plans	 to	
upgrade	the	national	grid	infrastructure	to	accommodate	greater	levels	of	renewable	generation;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Ring.	[54626/23]

*120.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	the	renewable	
energy	support	scheme	or	any	other	financial	support	is	in	place	for	people	living	in	the	vicinity	
of	 Raragh	Wind	 Farm	 in	 Kingscourt,	 County	 Cavan;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54640/23]

*121.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 role	
and	 function	 of	 a	 company	 (details	 supplied),	 a	 consortium	 of	 producers	 operating	 within	
the	Republic	 of	 Ireland;	what	 relationship	 it	 has	with	 his	Department;	what	 duties	 it	 has	 been	
sanctioned	 by	 his	 Department;	 and	 what	 are	 its	 responsibilities	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 Single	 Use	
Plastics	Directive;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Patrick	Costello.	[54656/23]

*122.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	his	proposed	
three-year	 extension	of	 the	 soon-to-expire	 existing	 ten-year	national	postcode	 system	 (Eircode)	
contract	 with	 a	 company	 (details	 supplied)	 has	 or	 will	 require	 an	 additional	 expenditure	 of	
in	excess	of	€38	million;	 if	 so,	what	 the	additional	public	 funds	are	 for;	 and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[54670/23]

*123.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 to	 provide	
details	on	his	Departments	role	in	selecting	members	for	the	citizen	engagement	working	group	
established	 to	 assist	 in	 the	 review	 of	 the	 emissions	 reduction	 target	 for	 the	 land	 use,	 land	 use	
change	and	forestry	sector	(LULUCF);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Carol	
Nolan.	[54678/23]

*124.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	 and	Communications	 to	 provide	 an	
update	on	the	progress	in	introducing	the	Aarhus	Convention	Bill.	—	Holly	Cairns.	[54696/23]

*125.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	key	policy	
achievements	 realised	and	new	 initiatives	 taken	by	his	Department	during	2023;	 and	 if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54785/23]

*126.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 to	 allow	 the	
completion	of	a	key	project	as	part	of	the	Just	Transition	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Peter	Burke.	[54841/23]

*127.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	number	of	
offshore	renewable	facilities	delivered	to	date	in	2023.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54844/23]

*128.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	number	of	
onshore	renewable	facilities	delivered	to	date	in	2023.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54845/23]

*129.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 if	 he	 and	
officials	in	the	Inland	Fisheries	division	can	confirm	that	pink	salmon	(oncorhynchus	gorbuscha)	
are	 legally	 classed	 as	 an	 invasive	 anadromous	 fish	 species	 in	 Ireland	 under	 the	 EU	 Water	
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Framework	Directive;	if	pink	salmon	are	classed	as	invasive	to	Ireland	(ecoregion	17),	the	reason	
they	are	being	treated	in	the	same	way	as	native	Atlantic	salmon	under	forthcoming	legislation	as	
referenced	in	the	minutes	of	an	organisation	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[54916/23]

*130.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	 and	Communications	 the	 reason	no	
meeting	was	held	by	an	organisation	(details	supplied)	in	July	2023	considering	his	statement	on	
20	June	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[54917/23]

*131.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	the	status	of	the	
development	of	a	 residential	 retrofit	 loan	guarantee	scheme;	when	 the	scheme	will	be	open	 for	
applications;	the	details	of	the	eligibility	rules	and	other	operational	aspects	of	the	scheme;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Neasa	Hourigan.	[54925/23]

*132.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	the	current	status	
of	the	National	Cyber	Security	Bill;	and	when	this	Bill	will	progress.	—	Alan	Kelly.	[54952/23]

*133.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	the	total	funding	
drawn	down	as	part	of	the	better	energy	warmer	homes	scheme	in	2020,	2021,	2022	and	2023,	in	
tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54966/23]

*134.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	 and	Communications	 the	 estimated	
total	 cost	 to	 increase	 the	 capital	 funding	 for	 better	 energy	warmer	 homes	 scheme	 by	 50%.	—	
Darren	O’Rourke.	[54967/23]

*135.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	the	total	funding	
allocated	 to	 the	better	energy	warmer	homes	scheme	 in	2020,	2021,	2022,	2023	and	 in	Budget	
2024,	 in	 tabular	 form;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Darren	 O’Rourke.	
[54968/23]

*136.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	the	total	funding	
allocated	to	the	better	energy	warmer	homes	scheme	in	Budget	2024,	as	per	the	revised	estimates.	
—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54969/23]

*137.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	the	average	cost	
of	 achieving	 a	B2	BER	 cost	 optimum	 standard	 in	 the	 better	 energy	warmer	 homes	 scheme	 in	
2022	and	2023.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54970/23]

*138.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	the	average	cost	
of	achieving	a	B2	BER	cost	optimum	standard	in	the	across	all	SEAI	schemes	in	2022	and	2023.	
—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54971/23]

*139.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	 and	Communications	 the	 estimated	
cost	to	increase	the	domestic	solar	PV	budget	by	50%.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54973/23]

*140.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	 and	Communications	 the	 estimated	
cost	to	double	the	allocation	to	the	climate	action	fund.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54975/23]

*141.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 to	 provide	
a	breakdown	of	 funding	drawn	 from	 the	climate	action	 fund	 in	2020,	2021,	2022	and	 in	2023,	
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including	 details	 of	 proposed	 purpose	 of	 each	 project,	 in	 tabular	 form;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54976/23]

*142.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 amount	
allocated	to	the	climate	action	fund	in	2020,	2021,	2022,	2023	and	in	Budget	2024;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54977/23]

*143.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	there	are	plans	
to	include	HAP	tenancies	in	the	SEAI	warmer	homes	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54978/23]

*144.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 if	 his	
Department	has	carried	out	any	assessment	to	estimate	the	cost	and	feasibility	of	including	HAP	
tenancies	as	part	of	the	SEAI	warmer	homes	scheme.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54979/23]

*145.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 cost	 of	
staffing	for	environmental	planning	in	An	Bord	Pleanála;	and	the	full	cost	per	post	level	in	2020,	
2021,	2022,	2023	and	in	Budget	2024,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54983/23]

*146.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 cost	 of	
staffing	for	environmental	planning	 in	 the	CRU,	and	 the	 full	cost	per	post	 level	 in	2020,	2021,	
2022,	2023	and	in	Budget	2024,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54985/23]

*147.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 if	 his	
Department	has	engaged	with	 local	authorities	 that	have	voted	 to	municipalise	waste	collection	
services.;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54987/23]

*148.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	he	will	report	
on	the	workforce	plan	of	the	CRU;	the	total	number	of	positions	that	have	been	filled	per	grade	in	
2023;	the	total	number	that	remain	outstanding	per	grade;	when	he	expects	these	positions	will	be	
filled;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54988/23]

*149.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	number	of	
WTE	and	THE	staff,	by	grade,	in	the	SEAI,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54989/23]

*150.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	number	of	
WTE	and	HTE	staff,	by	grade,	in	the	CRU,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54990/23]

*151.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 number	
of	 staff	 in	 the	 CRU	 with	 biodiversity	 expertise	 for	 example,	 ecologists,	 marine	 biologists,	
ornithologists;	 if	 there	 are	 plans	 to	 recruit	 additional	 staff;	 and	 the	 average	 cost	 per	WTE	 and	
HTE	per	grade,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54997/23]

*152.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	number	of	
staff	in	the	CRU	with	climate	action	expertise;	if	there	are	plans	to	recruit	more;	and	the	average	
cost	per	WTE	and	HTE	per	grade,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55001/23]

*153.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	number	of	
staff	in	the	SEAI	with	climate	action	expertise;	if	there	are	plans	to	recruit	more;	and	the	average	
cost	per	WTE	and	HTE	per	grade,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55005/23]
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*154.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	what	measures	
are	 being	 taken	 to	 reduce	 the	 current	 wait	 times,	 currently	 in	 excess	 of	 20	months,	 on	works	
completing	 from	 applications	 made	 on	 free	 energy	 upgrades	 under	 the	 Sustainable	 Energy	
Authority	 of	 Ireland;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Darren	 O’Rourke.	
[55007/23]

*155.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 number	
of	 staff	 in	 the	 SEAI	 dedicated	 to	 supporting	 the	 generation	 of	 community	 renewable	 energy;	
the	 total	 cost	 per	 post;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	 Darren	 O’Rourke.	
[55008/23]

*156.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	he	will	report	
on	the	workforce	plan	for	the	CRU,	which	included	the	approval	of	74	new	whole-time	positions;	
how	many	 have	 been	 filled	 to	 date;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Darren	
O’Rourke.	[55009/23]

*157.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	he	will	report	
on	the	workforce	plan	of	the	SEAI;	the	total	number	of	positions	that	have	been	filled	per	grade	in	
2023;	the	total	number	that	remain	outstanding	per	grade;	when	he	expects	these	positions	will	be	
filled;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55010/23]

*158.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	workforce	
plan	 for	 the	 SEAI	 in	 relation	 to	 its	 mandated	 role	 to	 provide	 support	 to	 renewable	 energy	
communities;	 the	 total	staffing	costs	per	grade;	 the	estimated	cost	 to	double	 this;	and	 if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55011/23]

*159.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 domestic	
solar	PV	budget	in	2020,	2021,	2022	and	2023,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55012/23]

*160.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 how	 many	
retrofits	were	carried	out	 in	2020,	2021,	2022	and	 to	date	 in	2023,	per	SEAI	scheme;	 the	post-
BER	ratings	per	SEAI	scheme	in	2020,	2021,	2022	and	in	to	date	2023,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55020/23]

*161.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	workforce	
plan	 for	 climate	 action	officers	 in	 local	 authorities;	 the	 total	 average	cost	 for	WTE	per	 staffing	
level;	if	there	are	plans	to	recruit	more;	if	any	positions	remain	unfulfilled;	if	so,	when	he	expects	
these	positions	will	be	filled;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	
[55021/23]

*162.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 average	
cost	 for	a	 renewable	energy	community	 to	connect	 to	 the	electricity	grid.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	
[55024/23]

*163.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	the	total	funding	
allocated	 to	 the	Irish	Environment	Network	 in	2020,	2021,	2022,	2023	and	in	Budget	2024.	—	
Darren	O’Rourke.	[55026/23]

*164.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	he	will	report	
on	the	workforce	plan	at	CRU;	the	staffing	costs	at	the	CRU;	the	staffing	levels;	the	full	year	cost	
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to	recruit	one	WTE	per	staffing	level;	and	the	full	year	cost	to	recruit	one	HTE	per	staffing	level.	
—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55027/23]

*165.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	he	will	report	
the	workforce	plan	at	SEAI;	the	staffing	costs	at	the	SEAI;	the	staffing	levels;	the	full	year	cost	to	
recruit	one	WTE	per	staffing	level;	and	the	full	year	cost	to	recruit	one	HTE	per	staffing	level.	—	
Darren	O’Rourke.	[55028/23]

*166.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 funding	
allocated	 to	sustainable	energy	communities	 in	2020,	2021,	2022,	2023	and	 in	Budget	2024,	 in	
tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55033/23]

*167.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	how	many	heat	
pumps	were	installed	per	SEAI	scheme	in	2020,	2021,	2022	and	in	2023	to	date,	in	tabular	form;	
the	post-BER	ratings	per	SEAI	scheme,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55034/23]

*168.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	number	of	
vacant	and	derelict	properties	and	sites	that	are	owned	by	his	Department;	his	plans	to	bring	each	
of	these	properties	and	sites	into	use;	where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55044/23]

*169.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	pensioners	or	
soon	to	be	pensioners	of	An	Post,	who	were	originally	employees	of	the	Department	of	Posts	and	
Telegraphs	prior	 to	the	creation	of	An	Post,	can	still	exercise	their	right	 to	claim	a	civil	service	
pension	rather	than	the	reduced	pension	available	from	the	An	Post	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Colm	Brophy.	[55059/23]

*170.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	the	supports	that	
will	be	made	available	to	small	retailers	to	take	part	in	the	deposit	return	scheme;	if	any	research	
has	been	carried	out	as	to	whether	there	is	potential	for	some	retailers,	such	as	small	off	licences,	
to	 be	 disadvantaged	 by	 the	 scheme;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Róisín	
Shortall.	[55091/23]

*171.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 when	 the	
Government	was	first	made	aware	of	reported	leaks	from	the	Magnox	swarf	storage	silo	(MSSS)	
at	 the	 Sellafield	 nuclear	 plant	 in	 Cumbria	 (details	 supplied);	 if	 the	 Government	 was	 formally	
notified	 of	 the	 issue	 by	 the	UK	 authorities;	 the	 actions	 the	Government	 has	 taken	 in	 order	 to	
make	the	company	and	the	UK	authorities	accountable	for	the	matter;	what	if	any	actions	the	UK	
authorities	have	 taken	arising	 from	any	 intervention	 from	 the	 Irish	Government;	 and	 if	 he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ged	Nash.	[55134/23]

*172.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 to	 review	 a	
response	from	An	Garda	Síochána	(details	supplied);	if	he	is	aware	that	this	unit	can	no	longer	be	
located	in	Bailieborough	due	to	issues	with	bandwidth;	the	steps	that	will	be	taken	in	relation	to	
this	issue;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55171/23]

*173.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	his	main	policy	
and	 legislative	 priorities	 for	 2024;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	 Cathal	
Crowe.	[55206/23]
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*174.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	if	and	how	his	
Department	plans	to	implement	energy	sharing;	if	there	are	barriers	to	energy	sharing;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55220/23]

*175.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	Climate	 and	Communications	what	 actions,	
if	 any,	 his	 Department	 is	 taking	 to	 overcoming	 the	 barriers	 that	 exist	 for	 renewable	 energy	
communities	 to	 connect	 to	 the	 grid;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Darren	
O’Rourke.	[55235/23]

*176.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 further	
to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 44	 of	 22	 November	 2023,	 to	 report	 on	 the	 Governments	
engagements	with	 other	EU	partners	with	 regard	 to	 a	 coordinated	withdrawal	 from	 the	 energy	
charter	 treaty;	 if	 there	 is	 any	 agreed	 timeline	 in	 place;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55236/23]

*177.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	the	timeline	for	
a	connection	to	the	NBI	scheme	for	persons	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Marian	Harkin.	[55261/23]

*178.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	Communications	 his	 views	 on	
the	 concerns	 raised	 in	 a	 recent	 article	 published	 in	 a	 newspaper	 on	 5	December	 2023	 (details	
supplied)	 in	 respect	of	 the	Sellafield	power	plant	and	 the	potential	 risk	 to	 the	public;	when	his	
Department	learned	of	this	risk;	the	actions	taken	by	his	Department	since;	if	he	will	provide	the	
relevant	dates	and	any	other	information	related	to	the	matter;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Fergus	O’Dowd.	[55308/23]

*179.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 the	Environment,	Climate	and	Communications	 the	number	of	
applications	for	 the	national	home	energy	upgrade	scheme	in	each	month	since	February	2022;	
the	 number	 of	 drawdowns	 for	 the	 scheme	 in	 the	 same	 period;	 and	 the	 average	 grant	 levels	
claimed	overall.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55321/23]

*180.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 if	 his	
Department	 collects	 data	 on	 public	 sector	 organisations’	 emissions,	 and	 funding	 of	 offset	
initiatives,	 in	 relation	 to	 Circular	 (01/2020)	 on	 Procedures	 for	 Offsetting	 the	 Emissions	
Associated	with	Official	Air	Travel;	and,	if	so,	if	he	will	publish	such	information	for	each	body,	
in	tabular	form.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55323/23]

*181.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 the	 Environment,	 Climate	 and	 Communications	 the	 date	 on	
which	 the	accelerating	 renewable	electricity	 task	 force	was	established;	 the	date	of	 its	first	and	
all	subsequent	meetings;	the	topics	discussed	at	each	of	those	meetings;	the	members	of	the	task	
force;	and	to	identify	any	and	all	outputs	from	the	task	force	such	as	reports,	policy	decisions	and	
recommendations	to	Government.	—	Maurice	Quinlivan.	[55361/23]

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Cosanta: To the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence.

*182.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	total	cost	of	repairs	to	both	the	CASA	
and	Pilatus	aircraft	damaged	in	a	hangar	movement	earlier	this	year;	if	 the	collision	was	due	to	
the	ongoing	staffing	crisis;	if	not,	if	the	personnel	involved	have	been	disciplined;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[54404/23]
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*183.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	the	procurement	process	for	a	muti-beam	
sonar	system	for	the	P60	class	of	vessels	has	been	completed.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54478/23]

*184.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	the	contract	for	the	provision	of	a	new	
Army	Ranger	Wing	HQ	 at	 the	Defence	 Forces	 training	 centre	 has	 been	 signed;	 and	 if	 so,	 the	
number	of	companies	that	applied	for	this	contract	but	were	unsuccessful.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	
[54479/23]

*185.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	current	plan	to	maintain	the	historical	
jail	and	church	in	Columb	Barracks,	Mullingar.	—	Sorca	Clarke.	[54650/23]

*186.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	changes	he	intends	to	propose	to	 the	
Defence	Acts;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54726/23]

*187.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Defence	 the	 timeframe	 in	 which	 he	 intends	 to	
introduce	legislation	and	pass	legislation	in	relation	to	the	Defence	Acts;	the	timeframe	in	which	
a	Heads	of	Bill	will	be	published;	if	intends	to	allow	conduct	a	public	consultation	and	allow	for	
pre-legislative	scrutiny	in	advance	of	such;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	
Carthy.	[54727/23]

*188.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	percentage	of	women	in	the	Permanent	
and	Reserve	Defence	Forces	in	each	year	to	date	since	2007,	by	year,	in	tabular	form;	the	targets	
for	the	number	of	women	participating	in	the	Defence	Forces	from	2024	until	2028,	by	year,	in	
tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54728/23]

*189.	 To	ask	 the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Defence	what	additional	allowances,	gratuities	or	
other	payments	are	made	to	commissioned	officers	in	the	Air	Corps	Formation	Safety	Office	that	
relate	specifically	to	their	job	in	health	and	safety;	when	exactly	these	payments	commenced;	and	
to	explain	the	rationale	for	their	introduction.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[54772/23]

*190.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	key	policy	achievements	realised	and	
new	 initiatives	 taken	 by	 his	Department	 during	 2023;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54782/23]

*191.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Defence	when	it	is	proposed	to	fill	the	chargehand	
position	 in	No.	 2	Area,	Connolly	Barracks,	Curragh	Camp,	which	 has	 been	 vacant	 for	 several	
years;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[54868/23]

*192.	 To	 ask	 the	 Tánaiste	 and	 Minister	 for	 Defence	 the	 number	 of	 vacant	 and	 derelict	
properties	and	sites	that	are	owned	by	his	Department;	his	plans	to	bring	each	of	these	properties	
and	sites	into	use;	where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55041/23]

*193.	 To	ask	 the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	 for	Defence	his	main	policy	and	 legislative	priorities	
for	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55203/23]

*194.	 To	ask	 the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	 funding	allocation	 in	both	2024	and	
2025	 for	 the	 Defence	 Forces	 Infrastructure	 Development	 Plan,	 in	 tabular	 form.	 —	 Jennifer	
Murnane	O’Connor.	[55377/23]
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*195.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	the	refurbishment	works	in	block	C	of	
Stephen’s	Barracks,	Kilkenny,	has	been	completed.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55378/23]

*196.	 To	 ask	 the	Tánaiste	 and	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	 number	 of	marine	 engineer	 officers	
inducted	into	the	Naval	Service	to	date	in	2023.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55379/23]

Chun an Aire Iompair: To the Minister for Transport.

*197.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 if	 he	 has	 examined	 the	 prospect	 of	 instructing	
the	Dublin	 Port	 Company	 to	 not	 submit	 a	 planning	 application	 for	 the	 proposed	 €450	million	
expansion	of	its	operations	on	the	Poolbeg	Peninsula	until	the	current	review	of	the	Government’s	
National	Ports	Policy	is	complete;	his	views	on	the	adequacy	of	the	site	adjacent	to	the	site	for	
proposed	 development	 at	 Poolbeg	West	 for	 such	 containers;	 his	 views	 on	 the	 potential	 impact	
upon	Sandymount	Beach	and	 the	Irish	Nature	Reserve;	his	views	on	 the	National	Ports	Policy;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[54587/23]

*198.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	to	address	the	anomaly	where	a	taxi	or	hackney	driver	
can	avail	of	a	€17,500	grant	for	the	purchase	of	an	M1	category	accessible	vehicle,	but	a	school	
transport	 operator,	 who	 also	 requires	 accessible	 transport	 for	 the	 young	 people	 they	 transport,	
cannot;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jackie	Cahill.	[54460/23]

*199.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 the	 amount	 spent	 by	 the	NTA	on	 the	 installation	of	
bus	shelters	for	public	transport	operators	and	location	of	same	in	the	years	of	2022	and	to	date	
in	 2023;	 and	 the	 budget	 allocation	 for	 same	 in	 2024,	 in	 tabular	 form.	—	 Catherine	 Murphy.	
[54477/23]

*200.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	reason	a	person	(details	supplied)	who	applied	for	
a	CPC	was	informed	by	the	RSA	that	they	had	not	completed	the	stage	1	CPC	theory	test	which	
they	passed	for	C	vehicles	in	2009	and	D	vehicles	in	2017;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Willie	O’Dea.	[54487/23]

*201.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 if	 she	 will	 outline	 her	 Department’s	 policy	 on	
extending	 the	 powers	 of	 local	 authority	 traffic	wardens	 to	 include	 enforcement	 of	 other	 traffic	
offences	in	urban	areas,	such	as	driving	in	bus	lanes	and	the	failure	to	obey	traffic	lights;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Neasa	Hourigan.	[54496/23]

*202.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 to	 examine	and	address	 issues	with	 the	X31	Dublin	
Bus	service	 (details	supplied);	whether	 there	are	plans	 in	place	 to	address	 the	 reliability	of	 this	
service;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	James	Lawless.	[54586/23]

*203.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	what	plans	she	has	in	place	to	ensure	that	the	profound	
impact	 the	 changing	 of	 bus	 routes	 17	 and	 18	 is	 having	 on	 the	 students	 from	 a	 school	 (details	
supplied)	is	dealt	with	accordingly.	—	Sorca	Clarke.	[54596/23]

*204.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	his	role	in	the	oversight	in	the	stop-off	of	any	military	
personnel	or	equipment	at	Irish	ports	or	airports;	 if	any	such	stop-off	has	included	personnel	or	
equipment	on	route	to	Israel	or	Palestine	since	7	October	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54616/23]
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*205.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 whether	 he	 is	 aware	 that	 buses	 stopping	 on	
MacCurtain	Street	are	indicating	‘Victorian	Quarter’	as	their	stopping	point	despite	this	not	being	
an	official	or	recognised	name	for	the	area.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54668/23]

*206.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	impact	his	Department	anticipates	for	Derravaragh	
Road,	Melvin	Road,	Hazelbrook	Road	and	Corrib	Road	in	Dublin	6W	as	a	result	of	the	proposed	
BusConnects	scheme	rollout;	 if	cars	entering	 the	Lower	Kimmage	Road	from	Corrib	Road	and	
Aideen	Avenue	will	still	be	able	to	turn	both	left	and	right;	if	cars	will	be	able	to	access	Terenure	
Road	West	and	Lower	Kimmage	Road	from	Hazelbrook	Road;	and	 if	 there	are	plans	 to	add	or	
remove	bollards	in	this	vicinity.	—	Chris	Andrews.	[54710/23]

*207.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	if	he	will	provide	an	update	on	the	CIÉ	1951	pension	
scheme,	 given	 there	 has	 been	 no	 pension	 increase	 since	 2008,	 and	many	 persons	 in	 receipt	 of	
CIÉ	pensions	are	struggling	with	the	cost-of-living	crisis;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Cian	O’Callaghan.	[54711/23]

*208.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	what	work	 is	 being	 done	within	 his	Department	 to	
resolve	the	issue	of	people	in	receipt	of	a	CIÉ	pension	who	have	not	received	an	increase	to	their	
pension	since	2008;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Denise	Mitchell.	[54719/23]

*209.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	if	he	will	direct	the	Marine	Survey	Office	to	respond	
to	the	request	for	a	meeting	from	an	organisation	(details	supplied)	to	discuss	matters	relating	to	
enforcements	matters	 in	 the	fishing	 industry	 that	 come	under	 its	 purview,	 in	 the	 context	of	 the	
immanent	inclusion	of	non-EEA	fishers	in	the	employment	permit	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mick	Barry.	[54723/23]

*210.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	how	many	logbooks	pertaining	to	fishing	vessels	over	
15	metres	 in	 length	were	submitted	 to	 the	Mercantile	Marine	Office	within	21	days	of	30	June	
2023,	as	required	under	the	Merchant	Shipping	Act	1894;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Mick	Barry.	[54736/23]

*211.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	if	all	new	buses	entering	into	the	Dublin	Bus	fleet	will	
now	have	an	automatic	ramp	installed	at	the	exit	side	doors	in	addition	to	the	ramp	at	the	entry	
door	to	the	bus.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54760/23]

*212.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 the	 amount	 collected	 in	 child	 ticket	 fares	 on	 public	
transport	in	2022	and	to	date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54761/23]

*213.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	his	plans	to	change	the	bus	route	272	from	Listowel	to	
Tralee	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	
[54765/23]

*214.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 the	 key	 policy	 achievements	 realised	 and	 new	
initiatives	taken	by	his	Department	during	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Cormac	Devlin.	[54797/23]

*215.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	number	of	applications	for	the	electric	taxi	vehicle	
grant	 scheme	 to	date	 in	2023;	 the	number	 approved;	 and	 the	number	drawn	down.	—	Thomas	
Gould.	[54864/23]
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*216.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	reason	the	NTA	grant	application	website	has	been	
disabled.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54865/23]

*217.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	whether	he	is	aware	that	the	220	bus	in	Ballincollig	is	
experiencing	significant	delays,	with	buses	only	turning	up	every	90	minutes	regularly	on	what	is	
supposed	to	be	a	15-minute	interval	service	at	peak	times.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54876/23]

*218.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	whether	he	is	aware	of	issues	with	the	245	bus	from	
Cork	 to	Fermoy	 that	 is	 currently	 regularly	 experiencing	 long	delays	 and	missed	departures.	—	
Thomas	Gould.	[54877/23]

*219.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	whether	he	 is	aware	of	 timetable	changes	 to	 the	245	
Cork-to-Fermoy	bus	that	has	led	to	a	reduced	service.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54878/23]

*220.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	number	of	vacant	and	derelict	properties	and	sites	
that	are	owned	by	his	Department;	his	plans	to	bring	each	of	these	properties	and	sites	into	use;	
where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Ivana	Bacik.	[55056/23]

*221.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	to	account	for	the	length	of	time	it	takes	to	acquire	a	
motorbike	licence	in	Ireland;	what	he	intends	to	do	to	rectify	this;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Richard	Boyd	Barrett.	[55064/23]

*222.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Transport	 the	 reason	 a	 driver	 (details	 supplied)	 has	 been	 left	
waiting	13	months	to	be	called	for	his	tractor	driving	test.	—	Joe	Flaherty.	[55075/23]

*223.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Transport	 if	 an	 Irish	 citizen	 who	 passed	 their	 driving	 test	 in	
Ireland,	held	an	Irish	driver’s	licence,	subsequently	moved	to	the	USA	and	held	a	licence	there,	
before	 returning	 to	 Ireland,	 can	 renew	 their	 Irish	 licence	without	 having	 to	 re-sit	 their	 test.	—	
Pádraig	Mac	Lochlainn.	[55102/23]

*224.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	if	he	will	provide	an	update	on	the	request	from	Louth	
County	Council	 to	TII	 to	approve	a	motion	 to	 treat	 the	N53	works	 in	County	Louth;	when	 the	
work	 on	 the	N53	will	 commence;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Ruairí	Ó	
Murchú.	[55169/23]

*225.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Transport	 if	 he	 will	 review	 the	 decision	 to	 close	 lay-bys	 on	
motorways	to	private	road	users;	what	measures	are	in	place	to	ensure	there	are	adequate	stops	on	
the	motorway	network;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Peter	Burke.	[55200/23]

*226.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	his	main	policy	and	legislative	priorities	for	2024;	and	
if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55218/23]

*227.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 if	 he	 plans	 to	 introduce	 a	 mechanism	 where	 Irish	
citizens	 returning	 home	 from	 living	 in	 the	 USA	 can	 have	 their	 American	 driving	 licence	
exchanged	with	an	Irish	driving	licence;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Martin	
Kenny.	[55246/23]

*228.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 if	 he	 is	 aware	 of	 recent	 changes	 to	 bus	 routes	 in	
the	Dublin	12	 area	 and	 the	 cancellation	of	 some	 routes;	whether	 there	has	been	 an	 increase	 in	
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scheduled	bus	departures	and	in	bus-carrying	capacity	as	a	result	of	these	changes;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bríd	Smith.	[55252/23]

*229.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 if	he	will	 seek	an	explanation	 from	the	NTA	for	 the	
decision	 to	 remove	 services	 from	parts	 of	Crumlin	 under	 the	 new	BusConnects	 plans,	 and	 the	
decision	to	leave	residents	in	Ballyfermot	with	no	direct	link	to	the	Rathmines	area;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bríd	Smith.	[55253/23]

*230.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	how	Dublin	Bus	 is	planning	 to	make	 transport	more	
accessible	 for	 people	with	mobility	 issues	 and	particularly	 for	wheelchair	 users;	 and	 if	 he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Patrick	Costello.	[55262/23]

*231.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	how	 the	BusConnects	 scheme	considered	 the	access	
needs	of	people	with	mobility	issues	such	as	wheelchair	users	in	the	redesign	of	the	Dublin	Bus	
network,	particularly	in	the	context	of	interchanging	between	different	bus	routes;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Patrick	Costello.	[55263/23]

*232.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	what	 plans	 are	 in	 place	 to	 review	 the	 effectiveness	
of	the	newly	established	bus	routes	rolled	out	as	part	of	BusConnects	phase	5b,	particularly	the	
local	routes	such	as	the	L55;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Patrick	Costello.	
[55264/23]

*233.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 161	 of	 5	
December	2023,	the	reason	Dublin	only	has	one	motor	tax	office,	given	the	population	and	size	of	
the	county;	if	consideration	will	be	given	to	reinstating	the	motor	tax	office	in	a	location	(details	
supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Eoin	Ó	Broin.	[55317/23]

*234.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 if	his	Department	has	engaged	with	 the	Minister	 for	
Justice	in	respect	of	safety	for	night-time	commuters	and	transport	workers	during	the	Christmas	
period.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55324/23]

*235.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	if	his	Department	is	in	discussions	to	buy	a	motorway	
(details	supplied)	given	the	toll	increases	across	all	routes;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55333/23]

*236.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Transport	 to	 respond	 to	 concerns	 raised	 by	 a	 person	 (details	
supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Fergus	O’Dowd.	[55359/23]

*237.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 the	 increased	 investment	 being	made	 in	Local	Link	
services	in	both	counties	Carlow	and	Kilkenny,	including	future	plans	for	such	an	extension.	—	
Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55373/23]

*238.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	when	the	remaining	sections	of	 the	Road	Traffic	and	
Roads	Act	2023	is	to	be	signed	into	law.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55374/23]

*239.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 the	 estimated	 cost	 of	 gritting	 an	 additional	 45	
secondary	routes	annually.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55375/23]

*240.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport	 the	estimated	 full-year	cost	 to	 recruit	 two	additional	
ship	surveyors	for	his	Department,	in	tabular	form.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55376/23]
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*241.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	timeframe	for	motor	insurers	to	be	granted	access	
to	 information	 on	 his	 Department’s	 driver	 file	 database	 on	 disqualified	 drivers	 and	 verify	 the	
driver	 number	 of	 a	 driver	 on	 the	 entry,	 under	 the	 Road	Traffic	 and	Roads	Act	 2023;	 if	motor	
insurance	brokers	will	also	be	granted	access	to	this	information	under	the	Act;	if	the	information	
will	be	provided	in	real	time	to	motor	insurers	directly	from	his	Department;	if	so,	 if	 there	will	
be	a	cost	to	access	this	information	incurred	by	the	insurer	concerned;	the	reason	for	the	delay	in	
commencing	this	piece	of	legislation;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Catherine	
Murphy.	[55382/23]

Chun an Aire Airgeadais: To the Minister for Finance.

*242.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 if	 he	 can	 confirm	 that	 lands	 purchased	 by	 qualifying	
young	farmers	is	entitled	to	young	farmers	relief	notwithstanding	the	fact	that	the	land	involved	
may	 be	 part	 of	 a	 legally	 incorporated	 farm	 business;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Michael	Creed.	[54581/23]

*243.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	to	review	a	case	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[54645/23]

*244.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 if	 and	when	 changes	will	 be	made	 to	 the	 qualifying	
criteria	for	the	primary	medical	certificate;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niall	
Collins.	[54653/23]

*245.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	the	key	policy	achievements	realised	and	new	initiatives	
taken	by	his	Department	during	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	
Devlin.	[54786/23]

*246.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	the	date	of	the	last	engagement	he	had	with	the	Central	
Bank	 to	 discuss	 macro-prudential	 lending	 rules	 for	 mortgage	 applicants.	 —	 Thomas	 Gould.	
[54816/23]

*247.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Finance	his	 views	on	 a	matter	 relating	 to	 help-to-buy	 and	 the	
Revenue	Commissioners	(details	supplied).	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54870/23]

*248.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	if	he	will	examine	the	removal	of	excise	from	HVO	or	
hydrogenated	vegetable	oil	fuel,	given	it	has	90%	reduced	emissions	and	would	be	transformative	
if	used	in	fleet	operations	especially.	—	Joe	Flaherty.	[54874/23]

*249.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Finance	 if	 he	will	 consider	 a	 tapered	carbon	 tax	which	would	
reward	 companies	 that	 are	 earnestly	 reducing	 their	 carbon	 footprint	 (details	 supplied).	—	 Joe	
Flaherty.	[54875/23]

*250.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 the	 reason	 registered	 blind	 persons	 are	 omitted	 from	
availing	of	the	primary	care	certificate;	his	plans	to	include	blind	persons	in	the	future;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Rose	Conway-Walsh.	[54879/23]

*251.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	to	provide,	in	tabular	form,	Ireland’s	contribution	to	the	
IMF	each	year	in	nominal	terms	and	as	a	percentage	of	GNP;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Rose	Conway-Walsh.	[54882/23]
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*252.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Finance	 the	number	of	vacant	and	derelict	properties	and	sites	
that	are	owned	by	his	Department;	his	plans	to	bring	each	of	these	properties	and	sites	into	use;	
where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Ivana	Bacik.	[55045/23]

*253.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 if	 a	 scheme	 will	 be	 implemented	 in	 the	 near	 future	
to	 allow	 homeowners	 to	 buy	 out	 their	mortgage	 from	 a	 vulture	 fund;	 if	 so,	 to	 provide	 further	
information	 on	 the	 scheme,	 timeframe	 and	 the	 measures	 the	 Government	 is	 taking	 to	 assist	
homeowners	whose	mortgages	 have	 been	 transferred	 to	 a	 vulture	 fund;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	John	Brady.	[55195/23]

*254.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	his	main	policy	and	legislative	priorities	for	2024;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55207/23]

*255.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 if	 he	 is	 aware	 of	 a	 practice	 and	 approach	 by	 a	 bank	
(details	 supplied)	 in	dealing	with	a	mortgage	offset	 facility;	 if	he	approves	of	 this	practice	and	
approach;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niall	Collins.	[55219/23]

*256.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 if	 he	will	 report	 on	 the	 appraisal	 of	 the	 potential	 for	
Ireland	to	channel	SDRs	to	IMF	funds;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	
O’Rourke.	[55222/23]

*257.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 if	 his	 attention	 has	 been	 drawn	 to	 the	 concerns	 of	 a	
bank’s	customers	(details	supplied)	regarding	the	planned	sale	of	their	offset	mortgages	due	to	the	
bank’s	departure	from	the	Irish	market;	to	offer	assurances	that	his	Department	will	engage	with	
the	bank	to	ensure	fairness	is	applied	to	all	those	impacted;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Steven	Matthews.	[55241/23]

*258.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	if	he	 is	aware	of	a	practice	and	approach	of	a	bank	in	
dealing	with	a	mortgage	offset	facility	(details	supplied);	if	he	approves	of	this	practice;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niall	Collins.	[55254/23]

*259.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	if	a	primary	medical	certificate	will	issue	in	the	case	of	
a	person	(details	supplied)	who	suffers	from	a	multiplicity	of	health	issues;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55256/23]

*260.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 if	 he	will	 report	 on	 the	 number	 of	 renters	who	 have	
claimed	the	renter’s	credit	to	date;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	
[55325/23]

*261.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Finance	 the	percentage	of	 tax	debt	written	off	by	 the	Revenue	
Commissioners	 (end	 of	 active	 pursuit	 of	 payment)	 in	 2020,	 2021	 and	 2022	was	 related	 cases	
handled	by	the	Tax	Appeals	Commission.	—	Brian	Stanley.	[55330/23]

*262.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	the	total	value	of	cases	determined	by	the	Tax	Appeals	
Commission	 in	2020,	 2021	 and	2022;	 the	outcome	of	 those	 cases;	 how	many	 the	Commission	
determined	 were	 won	 by	 the	 Revenue	 Commissioners;	 and	 how	 many	 that	 were	 won	 by	 the	
appellant.	—	Brian	Stanley.	[55331/23]
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*263.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	the	total	value	of	cases	determined	by	the	Tax	Appeals	
Commission	in	2020,	2021	and	2022;	and	the	total	value	of	tax	that	the	Revenue	Commissioners	
collected	from	those	cases	in	2020,	2021	and	2022.	—	Brian	Stanley.	[55332/23]

*264.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 the	 estimated	 full-year	 yield	 if	 the	 excise	 duty	 on	 a	
packet	of	20	cigarettes	were	increased	by	35	cents.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55372/23]

*265.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 the	 number	 of	 cars	 sold	with	 an	 open	market	 selling	
price	 above	€50,000,	 €75,000,	 €100,000	 and	€120,000	 in	 2022	 and	 to	 date	 in	 2023,	 in	 tabular	
form.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55380/23]

*266.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	whether	 registered	 charities	 can	 be	 permitted	 to	 rent	
residential	units	without	being	subject	to	vacant	home	tax;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[55405/23]

Chun an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí, Seachadta ar an bPlean Forbartha Náisiúnta, agus 
Athchóirithe: To the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform.

*267.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	the	names	of	taxi	companies	currently	on	the	Office	of	Government	Procurement	Muti-
Supplier	Framework	to	provide	taxi	services	to	public	bodies.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54480/23]

*268.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	the	total	amount	of	the	public	sector	pay	bill	which	is	recouped	directly	through	income	
tax	and	USC;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Rose	Conway-Walsh.	[54591/23]

*269.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	if	a	one	percent	pay	increase	was	introduced	across	the	public	sector,	what	would	be	the	
estimated	cost;	what	percentage	of	 that	amount	would	be	recouped	directly	 through	income	tax	
and	USC;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Rose	Conway-Walsh.	[54592/23]

*270.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	if	he	has	engaged	with	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	in	respect	of	the	way	in	which	
post-1995	 retired	 gardaí	 are	 processed	 in	 the	 context	 payments	 issued	 to	 them;	 and	 if	 he	will	
clarify	the	determination	applied	retired	gardaí	that	they	are	considered	to	be	a	jobseeker	for	their	
entitlement.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54716/23]

*271.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	if	the	OPW	can	provide	information	(details	supplied)	in	respect	of	flood	plains;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[54745/23]

*272.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	the	key	policy	achievements	realised	and	new	initiatives	taken	by	his	Department	during	
2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54792/23]

*273.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	if	he	will	ensure	that	car	parking	facilities	will	be	maintained	for	Department	of	Social	
Protection	 staff	 at	 Thomas	Ashe	 Street,	 Cavan	 town	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54847/23]
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*274.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	 if	 he	 will	 ensure	 that	 pension	 parity	 continues	 between	 existing	 and	 retired	 members	
of	An	 Garda	 Síochána	 after	 the	 expiration	 of	 the	 ‘building	 momentum’	 pay	 deal.	 —	 Patrick	
Costello.	[54892/23]

*275.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	 if	 the	 Public	 Appointments	 Service	 will	 run	 a	 general	 civil	 service	 competition	 for	
persons	with	fluency	in	Irish	at	Higher	Executive	Officer	Level	during	Quarter	1,	2024.	—	Alan	
Kelly.	[54938/23]

*276.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	the	estimated	full-year	cost	to	recruit	two	additional	fire	and	security	engineers	at	grade	
1	and	two	additional	fire	and	security	engineers	at	grade	2	for	the	OPW,	in	tabular	form.	—	Alan	
Kelly.	[54939/23]

*277.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	further	to	Parliamentary	Question	No.	208	of	5	December	2023,	if	he	has	engaged	with	
the	local	authority	in	respect	of	the	future	use	of	the	building	and	or	the	transfer	of	same	to	the	
local	authority	in	the	past	five	years	to	date	(details	supplied);	the	date	on	which	OPW	last	made	
a	site	visit	 to	 the	building	and	or	conducted	a	review	of	 the	structural	 integrity	of	 the	building;	
and	if	he	will	clarify	if	the	building	has	a	protected	and	or	preservation	status	attached	to	it.	—	
Catherine	Murphy.	[54957/23]

*278.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	the	number	of	vacant	and	derelict	properties	and	sites	that	are	owned	by	his	Department;	
his	 plans	 to	 bring	 each	 of	 these	 properties	 and	 sites	 into	 use;	where	 no	 plans	 are	 in	 place,	 the	
reasons	why;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55051/23]

*279.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	what	 the	current	status	of	pension	parity	for	retired	members	of	An	Garda	Síochána	is,	
given	its	impending	expiration	on	31	December	2023,	aligned	with	the	conclusion	of	the	building	
momentum	agreement;	why	the	Garda	Síochána	retired	members	association	are	not	included	in	
the	ongoing	discussions	concerning	the	successor	to	the	building	momentum	agreement;	if	there	
are	 plans	 to	 include	 representation	 for	 retired	members	 in	 these	 discussions	 to	 safeguard	 their	
interests;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	John	Lahart.	[55187/23]

*280.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	his	main	policy	and	legislative	priorities	for	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55213/23]

*281.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	 if	he	will	 report	on	 the	progress	of	 the	 independent	mid-term	evaluation	of	 investment	
priorities	 and	 capacity	 of	 the	NDP;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Darren	
O’Rourke.	[55234/23]

*282.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Public	 Expenditure,	 National	 Development	 Plan	 Delivery	
and	 Reform	 what	 progress	 has	 been	 made	 on	 reviewing	 the	 criteria	 of	 qualification	 for	 the	
occupational	supplementary	pension	in	relation	to	allowing	part-time	work	in	addition	to	a	pro-
rata	pension;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Peter	Burke.	[55384/23]



5352

*283.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	 Plan	Delivery	 and	
Reform	the	number	of	submissions	which	his	Department	has	received	in	response	to	the	recent	
infrastructure	contract	 tender	(details	supplied);	 if	he	 is	satisfied	 that	 the	number	and	quality	of	
submissions	 will	 deliver	 on	 the	 Government’s	 digital	 strategy,	 the	 national	 digital	 objectives	
on	digitisations	and	moves	to	the	cloud;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	
Sherlock.	[55401/23]

*284.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Public	 Expenditure,	 National	 Development	 Plan	 Delivery	
and	 Reform	 for	 the	 up-to-date	 position	 on	 commencement	 of	 works	 for	 the	 new	 Cork	 Garda	
headquarters	 in	 Macroom,	 County	 Cork;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	
Aindrias	Moynihan.	[55111/23]

Chun an Aire Fiontar, Trádála agus Fostaíochta: To the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment.

*285.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Enterprise,	Trade	 and	Employment	 if	 engagement	 can	happen	
between	a	company	and	 the	property	 team	in	 the	 IDA	(details	supplied);	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[54441/23]

*286.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 if	 the	 posts	 of	 director	
general	 and	 adjudication	 officer	 (at	 assistant	 principal	 officer-level)	 have	 been	 filled	 in	 the	
Workplace	 Relations	 Commission;	 and	 if	 not,	 when	 he	 expects	 both	 posts	 to	 be	 filled.	 —	
Catherine	Murphy.	[54474/23]

*287.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	
Question	No.	191	of	17	October	2023,	to	provide	an	update	on	whether	upholstery	and	furniture	
making	will	be	added	to	the	general	employment	permit	list	following	receipt	of	the	November	
report	containing	recommendations	in	this	regard;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Louise	O’Reilly.	[54594/23]

*288.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Enterprise,	Trade	and	Employment	 further	 to	EU	Commission	
Recommendation	 (EU)	2022/2337	of	28	November	2022	concerning	 the	European	 schedule	of	
occupational	diseases	if	he	has	responded	to	the	request	set	out	in	article	4	on	Covid-19	caused	
by	work	 in	disease	prevention,	 in	 health	 and	 social	 care	 and	 in	domiciliary	 assistance,	 or,	 in	 a	
pandemic	 context;	 if	 he	 will	 publish	 a	 copy	 of	 this	 response;	 if	 these	 provisions	 also	 pertain	
to	 those	 who	 have	 not	 recovered	 following	 a	 Covid-19	 related	 illness;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Denis	Naughten.	[54658/23]

*289.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Enterprise,	Trade	and	Employment	the	key	policy	achievements	
realised	and	new	initiatives	taken	by	his	Department	during	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54784/23]

*290.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 the	 number	 of	 SME	
insolvencies	 recorded	 to	 1	 December	 2023;	 the	 numbers	 for	 2021	 and	 2022	 respectively;	 the	
number	of	SMEs	that	utilised	the	SCARP	process	to	1	December	2023	and	separately	for	2022;	
the	 proportion	 of	 businesses	 that	 used	 the	 SCARP	 process	 and	 that	 restructured	 and	 emerged	
successfully	 from	 that	 process;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	Ged	 Nash.	
[54884/23]

*291.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 to	 request	 from	 the	
CRO	 information	 on	 the	 number	 of	 SMEs,	 broken	 down	 by	 sole	 traders;	 limited	 companies;	
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partnerships;	and	other	relevant	structures,	that	formally	ceased	trading	in	2021,	2022	and	2023;	
if	that	information	will	be	provided	by	defined	economic	sector;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Ged	Nash.	[54887/23]

*292.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 the	 budget	 allocation	 for	
the	Workplace	Relations	Commission	 in	2022,	2023	and	2024,	 in	 tabular	 form.	—	Alan	Kelly.	
[54944/23]

*293.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Enterprise,	Trade	and	Employment	 the	number	of	WTE	senior	
executives	in	global	procurement	employed	by	Enterprise	Ireland	in	the	years	of	2021,	2022	and	
to	date	in	2023;	and	the	Enterprise	Ireland	offices	where	these	posts	are	based,	in	tabular	form.	—	
Alan	Kelly.	[54945/23]

*294.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	Trade	 and	Employment	 the	 number	 of	 vacant	 and	
derelict	properties	and	sites	 that	are	owned	by	his	Department;	his	plans	 to	bring	each	of	 these	
properties	and	sites	into	use;	where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55043/23]

*295.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 his	 main	 policy	 and	
legislative	priorities	 for	2024;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	
[55205/23]

*296.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Enterprise,	Trade	and	Employment	 if	dental	hygienists	will	be	
included	 in	 the	 updated	 list	 of	 occupations	 for	 non-EEA	work	 permits;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[55259/23]

*297.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 if	 dental	 nurses	 will	 be	
included	 in	 the	 updated	 list	 of	 occupations	 for	 non-EEA	work	 permits;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[55260/23]

*298.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Enterprise,	Trade	and	Employment	when	he	plans	to	announce	
the	completion	of	the	review	of	the	occupations	lists	for	employment	permits;	and	if	he	will	make	
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[55274/23]

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

*299.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 estimated	 cost	 in	 2024	 to	 recruit	 30	 additional	
WTE	educational	welfare	officers.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54481/23]

*300.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 if	 any	 records	 exist	 for	 the	National	Lottery	Sports	
Programme	 application	 or	 approval	 for	 funding,	 which	 was	 allocated	 for	 a	 centre	 (details	
supplied)	from	1989-1999;	if	so,	whether	these	records	can	be	accessed;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Noel	Grealish.	[54493/23]

*301.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	further	to	Parliamentary	Question	No.	153	of	25	May	
2023,	her	plans,	if	any,	to	evaluate	the	summer	programme;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	David	Stanton.	[54559/23]

*302.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	there	is	enough	choice	and	supply	of	post-primary	
school	 places	 for	 the	 growing	 population	 of	 Pelletstown,	 Dublin	 15;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Paul	Kehoe.	[54573/23]
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*303.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	further	to	Parliamentary	Question	149	of	18	October	
2023,	 the	 date	 on	which	 a	 school	 in	County	Meath	 (details	 supplied)	will	 hear	 back	 from	 the	
profession	 and	 technical	 team;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Darren	
O’Rourke.	[54576/23]

*304.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 her	 Department	 will	 review	 correspondence	
from	 the	 management	 of	 a	 school	 (details	 supplied);	 when	 her	 Department	 will	 contact	 the	
management	of	this	school	to	offer	them	immediate	assistance	and	advice	to	on	this	matter;	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Lowry.	[54580/23]

*305.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 her	 Department’s	 current	 position	 on	 the	
establishment	of	a	relocation	scheme	for	post-primary	teachers;	the	outcome	of	her	Department’s	
review	of	the	teacher	relocation	scheme	report	that	was	provided	to	her	Department	by	a	teacher’s	
union	working	group	a	number	of	months	ago;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Jackie	Cahill.	[54604/23]

*306.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 she	 will	 outline	 the	 programmes	 of	 supported	
work	experience	or	 training	which	her	Department	or	 its	 agencies	 run	 for	 adult	persons	with	a	
disability,	 and	 particularly	 those	 on	 the	 autism	 spectrum,	 who	 find	 it	 difficult	 to	 manage	 in	
conventional	workplaces,	 in	order	 that	 they	can	progress	 to	 regular	work	 roles.;	and	 if	 she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Richard	Bruton.	[54606/23]

*307.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	date	her	Department	plans	to	have	a	new	school	
build	 (details	 supplied)	 completed	 and	 in	 use	 by	 students	 and	 staff;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	David	Stanton.	[54644/23]

*308.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 when	 the	 ancillary	 service	 grant	
will	 be	 paid	 to	 a	 school	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 the	 payment	 will	 be	 expedited.	 
.	—	John	McGuinness.	[54661/23]

*309.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	when	the	reviews	of	the	reasonable	accommodations	
for	certified	examinations	were	last	updated;	how	often	the	committee	responsible	has	met	over	
the	past	15	years;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Holly	Cairns.	[54697/23]

*310.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	will	consider	providing	students	with	dyslexia	
extra	time	on	Junior	and	Leaving	Certificate	exams,	as	is	the	norm	in	other	European	countries;	
and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Holly	Cairns.	[54698/23]

*311.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	additional	supports	and	funding	will	be	provided	to	
a	school	(details	supplied)	to	allow	the	school	to	increase	the	student	population,	specifically	an	
increase	in	next	September’s	junior	infants	intake.	—	Louise	O’Reilly.	[54705/23]

*312.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 key	 policy	 achievements	 realised	 and	 new	
initiatives	taken	by	her	Department	during	2023;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54783/23]

*313.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	number	of	teachers	on	the	substitute	supply	panel	
in	Cork	at	present;	and	the	number	in	2020.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54837/23]

*314.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	number	of	home	school	liaison	support	workers	in	
Cork	in	2019;	and	the	number	in	2023.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54838/23]
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*315.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 role	 that	 children’s	 consultation	 played	 in	 the	
new	 primary	 school	 curriculum;	 the	model	 that	was	 used	 for	 this	 participation;	 and	where	 the	
recommendations	of	children	influenced	the	final	policy.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54839/23]

*316.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	to	review	correspondence	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[54910/23]

*317.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 officials	 in	 her	 Department	 will	 meet	 with	 a	
school	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	
[54924/23]

*318.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 190	 of	 19	
October	 2023,	 to	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 the	 status	 of	 the	 contract	 for	 the	 special	 education	 bus	
(details	supplied);	and	when	it	will	be	operational.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[54934/23]

*319.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	options	open	to	a	child	(details	supplied)	to	access	
language	classes;	 the	reason	no	 language	class	placement	has	been	provided	 to	date;	and	 if	she	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Anne	Rabbitte.	[54936/23]

*320.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	when	she	intends	to	publish	the	findings	of	the	review	
into	the	school	transport	programme.	—	Joe	Flaherty.	[54960/23]

*321.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 if,	 as	 part	 of	 the	 ongoing	 review	 of	 the	 school	
transport	 scheme,	 she	will	 consider	 allowing	 the	option	of	 a	 third	 school	 for	 families	 living	 in	
rural	Ireland.	—	Joe	Flaherty.	[54961/23]

*322.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	estimated	cost	to	install	5kW	of	solar	PV	on	every	
primary	and	post-primary	school	in	Ireland.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54974/23]

*323.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	number	of	vacant	and	derelict	properties	and	sites	
that	are	owned	by	her	Department;	her	plans	to	bring	each	of	these	properties	and	sites	into	use;	
where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Ivana	Bacik.	[55042/23]

*324.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	to	outline	what	schools	have	school	places	available	
in	 the	Lusk	area	 to	 facilitate	a	 school	place	 for	child	 (details	 supplied);	and	 if	 she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Duncan	Smith.	[55068/23]

*325.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	can	assist	a	person	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niall	Collins.	[55099/23]

*326.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	position	regarding	permission	that	was	sought	to	
proceed	to	tender	stage	by	a	school	(details	supplied)	that	has	been	approved	since	March	2022	to	
build	a	special	educational	needs	base;	and	the	timeframe	for	a	decision	on	this	matter.	—	Pauline	
Tully.	[55122/23]

*327.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 number	 of	 spaces	 in	ASD	 units	 in	 secondary	
schools	in	Clare,	by	school,	 in	tabular	form;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Violet-Anne	Wynne.	[55149/23]
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*328.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 number	 of	 spaces	 available	 in	 ASD	 units	 in	
secondary	schools	in	Clare;	the	number	of	those	filled,	by	school,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Violet-Anne	Wynne.	[55150/23]

*329.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	number	of	spaces	in	ASD	units	in	primary	schools	
in	Clare,	by	school,	 in	 tabular	 form;	and	 if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Violet-
Anne	Wynne.	[55151/23]

*330.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 number	 of	 spaces	 available	 in	 ASD	 units	 in	
primary	schools	in	Clare;	 the	number	of	those	filled,	by	school,	 in	tabular	form;	and	if	she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Violet-Anne	Wynne.	[55152/23]

*331.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	policy	in	cases	in	which	no	place	is	available	in	
an	ASD	unit	in	a	primary	or	secondary	school	for	a	child	who	requires	it;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Violet-Anne	Wynne.	[55153/23]

*332.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	her	plans	to	expand	places	in	ASD	units	in	secondary	
schools	in	Clare	into	the	future;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Violet-Anne	
Wynne.	[55154/23]

*333.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	her	plans	 to	expand	places	 in	ASD	units	 in	primary	
schools	in	Clare	into	the	future;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Violet-Anne	
Wynne.	[55155/23]

*334.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 if	 she	will	 provide	 an	 assurance	 to	 all	 families	 that	
every	 child	 currently	 on	 a	 waiting	 list	 for	 secondary	 school	 in	 Prosperous	 and	 Clane	 will	 be	
offered	a	full-time	place	in	September	2024.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55172/23]

*335.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 she	 will	 provide	 details	 of	 the	 future	 planning	
undertaken	by	her	Department	to	ensure	the	capacity	of	school	places	in	Kildare	are	in	line	with	
current	 population	 and	 projected	 population	 growth	 in	Kildare	 for	 the	 next	 three,	 five	 and	 ten	
years.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55173/23]

*336.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	will	provide	the	projected	year	for	the	delivery	
of	a	new	post-primary	school	in	Prosperous.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55174/23]

*337.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 the	projected	 school	capacity	 for	 the	new	school	 in	
Prosperous.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55175/23]

*338.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 projected	 school	 capacity	 for	 the	 new	 boys’	
primary	school	in	Clane.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55176/23]

*339.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	her	plans	 to	engage	with	a	school	 (details	supplied)	
to	request	 that	several	public	spaces	are	made	available	to	children	currently	on	waiting	lists	 in	
Clane	and	Prosperous.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55177/23]

*340.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	timeline	for	the	delivery	of	previously	sanctioned	
expansions	in	a	school	(details	supplied).	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55178/23]

*341.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	date	on	which	and/or	if	she	will	provide	additional	
portacabin	arrangements	 to	be	 installed	 in	schools	 in	Prosperous	and	Clane	where	necessary	 to	
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ensure	that	all	children	currently	on	a	waiting	list	will	receive	a	school	place	in	2024	and	2025.	
—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55179/23]

*342.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 current	 status	 of	 a	 2021	 agreement	 between	
her	 Department	 and	 the	 Dublin	 and	 Dún	 Laoghaire	 Education	 Training	 Board	 in	 relation	 to	
a	 permanent	 extension	 to	 a	 school	 (details	 supplied);	 the	 expected	 realistic	 timeframe	 for	
commencement	of	procurement	for	the	promised	phase	two	permanent	extension;	and	if	she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mick	Barry.	[55190/23]

*343.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 funding	 and	 timing	 of	 the	 short-term	 solution	
to	 be	 delivered	 via	 her	Department’s	modular	 accommodation	 framework	 for	 a	 school	 (details	
supplied);	 if	 she	 is	 committed	 to	 having	 a	workable	 solution	 in	 place	 for	September	 2024;	 the	
status	 of	 the	 appointment	 of	 the	 project	 manager	 to	 deliver	 this	 short-term	 modular	 solution;	
the	 status	of	phase	 two	and	 the	promised	permanent	extension	 to	be	delivered	via	a	 traditional	
construction	project;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mick	Barry.	[55191/23]

*344.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 there	 any	 plans	 for	 works	 or	 developments	 at	 a	
school	(details	supplied).	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[55196/23]

*345.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	her	main	policy	and	legislative	priorities	for	2024;	and	
if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55204/23]

*346.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 she	 will	 provide	 a	 list	 of	 the	 normal	 funding	
options	 for	 small	 DEIS	 schools;	 if	 her	 Department	will	 introduce	 a	 small	 grants	 work	 (minor	
works)	 scheme	 and	 IT	 support	 grant;	 if	 the	 current	 ancillary	 (general)	 grant	 will	 be	 reviewed	
and	increased	in	line	with	recent	inflationary	pressures	on	energy	and	other	related	increases	that	
many	 small	 schools	 are	 experiencing;	 if	 information	 or	 opportunities	 for	 such	 funding	will	 be	
provided	to	a	school	(details	supplied)	in	County	Leitrim	that	finds	itself	under	financial	pressure	
due	to	the	lack	of	grant	funding	opportunities.	—	Frankie	Feighan.	[55240/23]

*347.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Education	 when	 a	 decision	 will	 be	 reached	 in	 respect	 of	 the	
provision	of	funds	for	the	design	team	for	a	project	for	a	school	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Colm	Burke.	[55247/23]

*348.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 her	 Department	 can	 assist	 to	 bridge	 the	 cost	 of	
placing	a	child	in	a	boarding	school	in	instances	in	which	home	schooling	is	not	available	and	the	
appeals	process	in	respect	of	a	school	place	has	been	exhausted	to	the	point	where	the	child	has	
no	school	to	enrol	in.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55248/23]

*349.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 status	 of	 an	 application	 by	 a	 person	 (details	
supplied)	 for	 school	 bus	 transport;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	Anne	
Rabbitte.	[55267/23]

*350.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 the	number	of	primary	and	second	 level	pupils	 that	
are	being	home	schooled,	by	county;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Catherine	
Murphy.	[55268/23]

*351.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	number	of	section	29	appeals	that	have	been	filed	
with	her	in	2022	and	to	date	in	2023,	by	county;	the	number	of	those	that	were	successful;	and	
the	number	that	were	not;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	
[55269/23]
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*352.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	number	of	children	that	were	not	offered	a	school	
place	 in	 north	Wicklow	 and	 north	 Kildare	 in	 2021,	 2022	 and	 to	 date	 in	 2023.	 —	 Catherine	
Murphy.	[55270/23]

*353.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	number	of	children	that	have	special	educational	
needs	 that	 were	 not	 offered	 a	 school	 place	 in	 2021,	 2022	 and	 to	 date	 in	 2023.	—	 Catherine	
Murphy.	[55271/23]

*354.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	position	regarding	extending	recognition	to	Route	
4	 training	 through	 the	 Teaching	 Council	 for	 properly	 trained	 staff	 to	 work	 with	 special	 needs	
children;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[55285/23]

*355.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	main	initiatives	she	has	taken	to	provide	reduced	
class	 sizes	 at	 primary	 school	 level	 since	 27	 June	 2020;	 the	 additional	 funding	 provided	 in	
successive	budgets;	her	plans	 for	2024;	and	 if	 she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[55298/23]

*356.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 main	 initiatives	 she	 has	 taken	 to	 improve	 the	
quality	of	secondary	education	since	27	June	2020;	the	additional	funding	provided	in	successive	
budgets;	her	plans	for	2024;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	
[55299/23]

*357.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	main	initiatives	she	has	taken	to	tackle	educational	
disadvantage	 since	 27	 June	 2020;	 the	 additional	 funding	 provided	 in	 successive	 budgets;	 her	
plans	for	2024;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[55300/23]

*358.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 main	 initiatives	 she	 has	 taken	 to	 improve	 the	
quality	 of	 special	 needs	 education	 since	 27	 June	 2020;	 the	 additional	 funding	 provided	 in	
successive	budgets;	her	plans	 for	2024;	and	 if	 she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[55301/23]

*359.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 the	 number	 of	 school	 days	 in	 both	 primary	 and	
secondary	level	that	were	paid	at	the	unqualified	rate	between	1	September	to	6	December	2023;	
and	the	total	amount	of	same.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55353/23]

*360.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	amount	of	teacher	absences	that	went	uncovered	
between	1	September	 and	6	December	2023;	 and	 the	unspent	 allocation	of	 funds	 in	 respect	 of	
same.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55354/23]

*361.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	annual	funding	allocated	and	staffing	levels	in	the	
Kilkenny-Carlow	Education	Training	Board	Psychological	Service	in	2022	and	2023,	in	tabular	
form.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55362/23]

*362.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	a	new	recruitment	campaign	for	Irish	sign	language-
specialist	 classroom	 support	 will	 be	 launched	 early	 in	 the	 new	 year.	 —	 Jennifer	 Murnane	
O’Connor.	[55363/23]

*363.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 she	 will	 consider	 increasing	 a	 school	 (details	
supplied)	to	three	streams	to	accommodate	a	rise	in	the	number	of	young	children	in	the	area;	and	
if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Paul	Kehoe.	[55385/23]
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*364.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 for	 an	 update	 on	 a	 new	 school	 building	 (details	
supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Paul	Kehoe.	[55386/23]

*365.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 for	 an	 update	 on	 the	 permanent	 site	 for	 a	 school	
(details	 supplied)	 which	 has	 been	 in	 temporary	 accommodation	 for	 three	 years	 without	 any	
update	on	 its	 future	and	final	 location;	and	 if	 she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Paul	
Kehoe.	[55387/23]

*366.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 the	criteria	 for	allocating	special	education	 teaching	
hours	to	a	school;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Paul	Kehoe.	[55388/23]

*367.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	timeline	of	correspondence,	communications	and	
events	 since	 a	 commitment	was	 given	 by	 her	Department	 in	 2021	 to	 provide	 a	 school	 (details	
supplied)	with	a	permanent	extension	by	2024	and	facilitate	 its	growth	to	a	1,500	student	post-
primary	school,	including	any	decisions	taken	by	either	her	Department	or	the	patron,	DDLETB,	
to	change	that	commitment	between	2021	to	date;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Paul	Kehoe.	[55389/23]

Chun an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán: To the Minister for 
Tourism, Culture; Arts; Gaeltacht; Sport and Media.

*368.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	Media	 regarding	
the	 funding	 to	 support	news	and	current	affairs	on	 independent	 radio	 in	 the	 run-up	 to	 the	 local	
and	 european	 elections	 2024,	when	 she	will	 provide	 the	 specific	 details	 of	 this	 funding	 to	 the	
European	Commission	for	examination	under	State	aid	rules;	if	she	is	confident	that	the	European	
Commission	will	 issue	approval	 in	 time	for	 the	funding	 to	be	 rolled	out	 for	 the	2024	 local	and	
european	elections;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Lowry.	[55181/23]

*369.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	the	amount	
of	funding	that	has	been	awarded	directly	to	the	Irish	Arts	Centre	in	New	York	by	his	Department	
and	 its	 agencies	 in	 each	 year	 since	 2005;	 the	 amount	 that	 has	 been	 granted	 to	 others	 for	 the	
purpose	 of	 performing	 at	 or	 attending	 the	 Irish	Arts	 Centre,	 and	 in	 other	 indirect	 ways	 since	
2005,	 in	 tabular	 form;	and	 if	 she	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	
[54666/23]

*370.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Tourism,	 Culture,	Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	 Media	 the	 key	
policy	achievements	realised	and	new	initiatives	taken	by	her	Department	during	2023;	and	if	she	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54796/23]

*371.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	if	a	person	
was	 appointed	 to	 the	 role	 of	 night-time	 economy	 adviser	 (details	 supplied).	—	Sean	Sherlock.	
[54895/23]

*372.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	the	number	
of	vacant	and	derelict	properties	and	sites	that	are	owned	by	her	Department;	her	plans	to	bring	
each	of	these	properties	and	sites	into	use;	where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55055/23]

*373.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	if	there	has	
been	 any	 request	 for	 funding	 for	 capital	 improvement	works	 at	 a	 facility	 (details	 supplied).	—	
Sean	Sherlock.	[55081/23]
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*374.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	the	level	of	
land	bank	that	Údarás	na	Gaeltachta	has	that	is	suitable	for	housing	broken	down,	by	county	and	
by	size;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[55103/23]

*375.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Tourism,	 Culture,	Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	Media	 to	 detail	
the	 discussion	 between	Údarás	 na	Gaeltachta	 and	 Irish	Water;	 if	 there	 are	 plans	 to	 put	Údarás	
na	Gaeltachta	wastewater	 treatment	plants	under	 Irish	Water’s	 control;	 if	 there	are	plans	 to	put	
Údarás	 na	 Gaeltachta	 wastewater	 treatment	 plants	 under	 Irish	Water’s	 control	 after	 they	 have	
been	upgraded;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[55104/23]

*376.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Tourism,	 Culture,	Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	Media	 her	main	
policy	 and	 legislative	 priorities	 for	 2024;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	
Cathal	Crowe.	[55217/23]

*377.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	the	supports	
provided	 to	 strengthen	 and	 develop	 sports	 facilities	 and	 organisations	 since	 27	 June	 2020.	—	
Michael	Moynihan.	[55283/23]

*378.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Tourism,	 Culture,	Arts,	 Gaeltacht,	 Sport	 and	 Media	 when	 a	
decision	will	be	made	on	the	applications	submitted	under	the	2023	sports	capital	and	equipment	
programme;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Fitzmaurice.	[55320/23]

Chun an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta: To the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage.

*379.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	cost	of	staffing	for	
environmental	planning	in	NPWS,	and	the	full	cost	per	post	level	in	2020,	2021,	2022,	2023	and	
in	Budget	2024,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54986/23]

*380.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	number	of	WTE	
and	HTE	staff,	by	grade,	in	the	NWPS,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54991/23]

*381.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	number	of	staff	in	
An	Bord	Pleanála	with	climate	action	expertise;	if	there	are	plans	to	recruit	more	and	the	average	
cost	per	WTE	and	HTE	per	grade,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55002/23]

*382.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	 and	Heritage	 the	workforce	 plan	
for	biodiversity	officers	in	local	authorities;	the	total	average	cost	for	WTE	per	staffing	level;	if	
there	are	plans	to	recruit	more;	if	any	positions	remain	unfulfilled;	if	so,	when	he	expects	these	
positions	 will	 be	 filled;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	 Darren	 O’Rourke.	
[55022/23]

*383.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	 if	he	will	 report	 the	
workforce	plan	at	An	Bord	Pleanála;	the	staffing	costs	at	An	Bord	Pleanála;	the	staffing	levels;	the	
full	year	cost	to	recruit	one	WTE	per	staffing	level;	and	the	full	year	cost	to	recruit	one	HTE	per	
staffing	level.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55031/23]

*384.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	number	of	Tusla/
CAS	social	housing	units	delivered	by	AHBs	for	care	leavers	and	others	delivered	in	each	year	
since	Tusla/CAS	was	created,	by	local	authority	area;	and	the	average	cost	of	such	units	by	local	
authority	area	and	year,	in	tabular	form.	—	Eoin	Ó	Broin.	[55121/23]
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*385.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	 and	Heritage	whether	 a	 response	
could	be	issued	to	correspondence	(details	supplied).	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54451/23]

*386.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	estimated	full-year	
cost	to	recruit	two	additional	senior	archaeologists	and	seven	additional	WTE	archaeologists	for	
his	Department.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54484/23]

*387.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 if	 it	 his	 intention,	
in	 line	 with	 the	 EU	 2030	 Biodiversity	 Strategy,	 to	 designate	 10%	 of	 Ireland’s	 seas	 as	 strictly	
protected,	 and	 crucially,	 whether	 a	 10%	 strict	 protection	 target	 will	 be	 included	 in	 the	
forthcoming	Marine	Protected	Areas	Bill	2022;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Ciarán	Cannon.	[54488/23]

*388.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	 and	Heritage	 the	 reason	 a	higher	
HAP	discretion	is	allowable	in	Dublin	despite	the	enormous	rent	being	sought	in	Galway,	which	
has	 priced	most	 new	HAP	 tenants	 out	 of	 the	market;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[54490/23]

*389.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	for	an	update	on	the	
inclusion	of	Sligo	in	the	defective	concrete	blocks	grant	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Marian	Harkin.	[54497/23]

*390.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 to	 set	 out	 the	
implications	in	terms	of	the	calculation	of	differential	rent	and	social	housing	income	eligibility	
for	 a	HAP	 tenant	who	comes	 into	an	 inheritance	of	€20,000,	€50,000	and	€70,000.	—	Eoin	Ó	
Broin.	[54588/23]

*391.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 further	 to	
Parliamentary	Question	No.	673	of	7	November	2023	and	No.	97	of	22	November	2023,	 if	he	
will	 supply	 the	 guidance	which	 has	 been	 circulated	 to	 local	 authorities;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[54609/23]

*392.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	 Local	Government	 and	Heritage	 to	 confirm	when	 a	
decision	 about	 supplying	 Dublin	 City	 Council	 with	 funding	 for	 the	 upgrade	 of	 the	 bays	 in	
Labre	Park	will	be	made;	if	he	will	acknowledge	that	this	upgrade	has	been	promised	since	the	
outbreak	of	Hepatitis	A	on	the	site	in	January	2021	and	that	after	this	outbreak	in	which	numerous	
children	 and	 adults	were	hospitalised,	 the	HSE	and	 the	Ombudsman	 for	 children	were	given	 a	
commitment	that	the	work	to	address	the	poor	living	conditions	would	be	carried	out;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bríd	Smith.	[54629/23]

*393.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	 Local	Government	 and	Heritage	 if	 he	 is	 aware	 that	
although	some	work	was	carried	out	in	Labre	Park,	half	the	site	is	still	living	in	conditions	akin	to	
that	experienced	in	developing	countries	and	that	this	negates	the	work	that	has	been	carried	out,	
as	everyone	living	in	Labre	Park	is	still	exposed	to	the	risk	of	Hepatitis	A	and	many	other	viruses;	
if	he	will	outline	the	steps	he	will	take	in	relation	to	this;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Bríd	Smith.	[54630/23]

*394.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	when	the	framework	
for	 the	 Multi-annual	 Rural	Water	 Programme	 will	 be	 issued	 to	 Galway	 County	 Council;	 the	
reason	for	the	delay;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[54667/23]
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*395.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 capital	 works	
projects	 that	were	 carried	out	 in	 each	of	 the	National	Parks	under	 the	 remit	of	his	Department	
during	2023;	and	the	capital	works	projects	that	are	scheduled	to	commence	in	2024	in	each	of	
the	National	Parks,	in	tabular	form.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54764/23]

*396.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 key	 policy	
achievements	 realised	and	new	 initiatives	 taken	by	his	Department	during	2023;	 and	 if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54790/23]

*397.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 number	 of	
mortgage-to-rent	approvals	in	2023,	by	provider,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54815/23]

*398.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	derelict	sites	levies	
levied,	collected,	owed	and	cumulatively	owed;	and	 the	number	of	sites	on	 their	 register	on	31	
December	2022	and	at	 current	date,	by	 local	 authority,	 for	2021	and	2022,	 in	 tabular	 form.	—	
Thomas	Gould.	[54848/23]

*399.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	date	for	return	of	
collection	data	for	2022	of	the	derelict	sites	levy.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54849/23]

*400.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	latest	data	on	the	
amounts	levied,	collected,	owed	and	cumulatively	owed;	and	the	number	of	sites	on	each	register	
for	the	vacant	sites	levy,	by	local	authority,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54850/23]

*401.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 number	 of	
affordable	homes	sold,	by	county,	to	date	in	2023.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54851/23]

*402.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	 the	number	of	cost-
rental	homes	that	people	have	moved	into,	by	county,	in	2023.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54852/23]

*403.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 number	 of	
affordable	homes	delivered,	by	county,	in	2023.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54853/23]

*404.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	 the	number	of	cost-
rental	homes	delivered,	by	county,	in	2023.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54854/23]

*405.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	number	of	houses	
delivered,	by	 local	authority	and	by	AHBs	respectively,	by	county,	 in	 tabular	 form.	—	Thomas	
Gould.	[54855/23]

*406.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 for	 an	 update	 on	
the	 timeline	 for	 delivery	 of	 the	North	West	Quarter	 Regeneration	 in	Cork.	—	Thomas	Gould.	
[54856/23]

*407.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 number	 of	
successful	 right-sizing	 applications	 in	 2023,	 by	 local	 authority,	 in	 tabular	 form.	 —	 Thomas	
Gould.	[54858/23]

*408.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	 the	number	of	HAP	
properties	purchased	by	local	authorities	in	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54859/23]
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*409.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	overall	percentage	
of	 social	 housing	 delivered	 in	 2023	 under	 universal	 design	 principles.	 —	 Thomas	 Gould.	
[54860/23]

*410.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 expected	
processing	time	from	application	submission	to	sale	of	house	on	affordable	houses;	or	the	target	
he	is	hoping	to	achieve.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54861/23]

*411.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 whether	 he	 will	
publish	figures	on	 the	numbers	of	people	on	social	housing	 lists	 longer	 than	seven,	eight,	nine,	
ten	years,	and	so	on,	respectively,	by	local	authority	administrative	area,	based	on	SSHA	figures	
provided	by	local	authorities.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54862/23]

*412.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 date	 for	
publication	of	Q4	2023	housing	delivery	statistics.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54863/23]

*413.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	to	provide	an	update	
on	the	research	in	relation	to	lowering	the	voting	age	to	16	years;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Patrick	Costello.	[54908/23]

*414.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	amount	provided	
to	Wicklow	County	Council	 in	Urban	Regeneration	Development	Funding	in	2022	and	2023	in	
respect	of	the	Bray	Harbour	improvement	project;	the	amount	of	this	funding	that	has	been	drawn	
down	 to	 date;	 the	 amount	 unspent;	 and	 the	 amount	 allocated	 for	 2024	 and	2025.	—	Catherine	
Murphy.	[54918/23]

*415.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	if	he	has	engaged	with	
his	Ministerial	colleague	and	or	officials	in	the	Department	of	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	
in	respect	of	the	Bray	Harbour	improvement	project;	the	amount	of	funding	he	has	committed	to	
providing	for	the	project;	and	if	he	has	released	funds	to	the	local	authority	to	date	for	the	project.	
—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54919/23]

*416.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 further	 to	
Parliamentary	Question	No.	382	of	4	July	2023,	to	provide	a	copy	of	the	site	investigation	report.	
—	Catherine	Connolly.	[54920/23]

*417.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	if	an	eligible	person	
can	avail	of	 the	housing	assistance	payment	scheme	when	renting	a	room	in	a	house	where	the	
landlord	resides;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mattie	McGrath.	[54922/23]

*418.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 number	 of	
households	 that	 have	 requested	 flexibility	 to	 breech	 HAP	 rental	 limits;	 the	 number	 of	 these	
households	 to	 which	 flexibility	 has	 been	 approved	 to	 breech	 HAP	 rental	 limits	 for	 the	 local	
authority	 area	 of	 County	 Donegal;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	—	Mattie	
McGrath.	[54923/23]

*419.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	number	of	vacant	
WTE	staff,	by	job	title,	in	the	Land	Development	Agency;	and	when	each	of	those	vacancies	will	
be	filled,	in	tabular	form.	—	Alan	Kelly.	[54943/23]



5364

*420.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	what	criteria	must	be	
met	for	a	person	living	in	direct	provision	to	be	eligible	for	HAP;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	[54954/23]

*421.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	estimated	cost	to	
increase	the	energy	efficiency	retrofitting	programmes	by	50%.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54972/23]

*422.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	 Local	Government	 and	Heritage	 the	 cost	 of	 staffing	
for	environmental	planning	in	local	authorities,	in	and	the	full	cost	per	post	level	in	2020,	2021,	
2022,	2023	and	in	Budget	2024,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54984/23]

*423.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	number	of	WTE	
and	HTE	staff,	by	grade,	in	An	Bord	Pleanála,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54993/23]

*424.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	 and	Heritage	 the	number	of	 staff	
in	An	 Bord	 Pleanála	 with	 biodiversity	 expertise,	 for	 example,	 ecologists,	 marine	 biologists	 or	
ornithologists;	 if	 there	 are	 plans	 to	 recruit	 additional	 staff;	 and	 the	 average	 cost	 per	WTE	 and	
HTE	per	grade,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54996/23]

*425.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 number	 of	
staff	 in	 local	 authorities	 biodiversity	 expertise,	 for	 example,	 ecologists,	 marine	 biologists	 or	
ornithologists;	 if	 there	 are	 plans	 to	 recruit	 additional	 staff;	 and	 the	 average	 cost	 per	WTE	 and	
HTE	per	grade,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[54998/23]

*426.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	number	of	staff	in	
the	NPWS	with	climate	action	expertise;	if	there	are	plans	to	recruit	more;	and	the	average	cost	
per	WTE	and	HTE	per	grade,	in	tabular	form.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55006/23]

*427.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 amount	 his	
Department	allocated	to	the	energy	efficiency	retrofitting	programme,	as	per	the	revised	estimates	
for	Budget	2024.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55013/23]

*428.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 amount	 his	
Department	allocated	to	the	energy	efficiency	retrofitting	programme	in	Budget	2024.	—	Darren	
O’Rourke.	[55014/23]

*429.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 social	 housing	
retrofit	budget	for	2024.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55015/23]

*430.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 social	 housing	
solar	PV	budget	for	2024.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55016/23]

*431.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 average	 cost	
to	 retrofit	a	social	house	 in	2020,	2021,	2022	and	2023,	 in	 tabular	 form;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55017/23]

*432.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	estimated	cost	to	
increase	the	social	housing	retrofit	budget	by	50%.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55018/23]

*433.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 how	 many	 local	
authority	 homes	were	 retrofitted	 in	 2020,	 2021,	 2022	 and	 to	 date	 in	 2023;	 the	 total	 number	 of	
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post-retrofit	BER	rating	per	BER	level	in	2020,	2021,	2022	and	in	2023	to	date,	in	tabular	form;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55019/23]

*434.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	estimated	year	one	
cost	to	and	full	year	cost	to	establish	MARA.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55023/23]

*435.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	total	cost	of	funds	
provided	to	complete	hedgerow	surveys;	the	average	cost	per	successful	applicant	to	complete	a	
hedgerow	survey;	and	 the	median	cost	per	successful	applicant	 to	complete	a	hedgerow	survey	
in	2020,	2021,	2022	and	to	date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form,	as	part	of	the	Local	Biodiversity	Action	
Fund.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55035/23]

*436.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	total	cost	of	funds	
provided	to	local	authorities	to	complete	hedgerow	surveys;	the	average	cost	per	local	authority	
to	 complete	 a	 hedgerow	 survey;	 the	 median	 cost	 per	 local	 authority	 to	 complete	 a	 hedgerow	
survey	in	2020,	2021,	2022	and	to	date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	[55036/23]

*437.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	number	of	vacant	
and	 derelict	 properties	 and	 sites	 that	 are	 owned	 by	 his	Department;	 his	 plans	 to	 bring	 each	 of	
these	properties	and	sites	into	use;	where	no	plans	are	in	place,	 the	reasons	why;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55049/23]

*438.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 for	 an	 update	 on	
the	Government	commitment	 to	stage	a	 referendum	on	water	ownership;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Duncan	Smith.	[55067/23]

*439.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	to	consider	using	net	
pay	 to	 calculate	 eligibility	 for	 local	 authority	 housing	 adaptation	 grant	 thresholds	 rather	 than	
gross	 pay	 in	 order	 to	 support	 working	 taxpayers	 who	 have	 become	 ill	 and	 require	 adaptation	
works	in	the	home;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mattie	McGrath.	[55090/23]

*440.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	 if	he	will	 address	 a	
matter	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	
[55118/23]

*441.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 reason	 Tusla/
CAS	social	housing	units	delivered	by	AHBs	for	care	leavers	are	not	included	in	his	Departments	
social	housing	target	and	delivery	figures.	—	Eoin	Ó	Broin.	[55120/23]

*442.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	his	main	policy	and	
legislative	priorities	 for	2024;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	
[55211/23]

*443.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	 the	number	of	new/
additional	social	housing	units	provided,	by	county,	in	each	of	the	past	ten	years;	the	number	of	
persons	accommodated	in	same,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Paul	McAuliffe.	[55223/23]

*444.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	the	number	of	persons	
who	 have	 exited	 emergency	 accommodation	 in	 each	 year	 since	 his	 Department	 commenced	
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publishing	homelessness	reports,	in	tabular	from;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Paul	McAuliffe.	[55224/23]

*445.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 number	 of	
homes	purchased	by	the	Housing	Agency	under	the	tenant	in-situ	cost	rental	scheme	for	eligible	
tenants;	and	what	options	exist	in	the	case	of	a	family	(details	supplied).	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	
[55239/23]

*446.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	 if	he	has	 issued	any	
guidelines	 for	 the	 development	 of	 regional	 spatial	 and	 economic	 strategies	 and	 how	 they	 are	
coordinated	with	 the	EU’s	Renewable	Energy	Directive	 III,	 including	 the	 roll-out	of	 renewable	
acceleration	 areas	 as	 well	 the	 identification	 of	 renewable	 energy	 hubs	 currently	 being	 carried	
out	by	Eirgrid	and	ESBN	and	 if	he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Darren	O’Rourke.	
[55242/23]

*447.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	if	he	will	clarify	the	
role	 local	 authorities	 have	 in	 respect	 of	 persons	 presenting	 as	 homeless	 who	 have	 an	 income	
above	the	housing	list	threshold.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55250/23]

*448.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	if	he	will	extend	the	
right	to	a	postal	vote	to	voters	that	will	be	in	late	stage	of	pregnancy	(or	early	stage	after	birth)	
in	 time	 for	 the	upcoming	 referenda	on	care	and	definition	of	 the	 family;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mick	Barry.	[55258/23]

*449.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 status	 of	 the	
provision	for	a	new	Fire	Station	in	Rathdowney,	County	Laois;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Charles	Flanagan.	[55273/23]

*450.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	if	it	 is	a	prerequisite	
for	 local	 authorities	 to	 insist	 on	 applicants	 for	 the	vacant	 home	 refurbishment	 grants	 to	 supply	
full	details	and	professional	and	technical	reports	on	the	condition	of	the	existing	septic	tank	of	
the	 property	 before	 they	 consider	 processing	 the	 vacant	 homes	 grant	 application;	 if	 applicants	
can	seek	funding	under	this	scheme	to	provide	for	an	upgrade	of	 the	septic	tank	system;	if	not,	
if	 the	 funding	opportunity	comes	solely	under	 the	septic	 tank	renewal	grant	which	 is	due	 to	be	
increased	in	2024;	if	all	local	authorities	are	‘at	one’	in	how	they	interpret	the	vacant	homes	grant	
on	the	issue	of	funding	of	septic	tanks	across	the	country;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Frankie	Feighan.	[55276/23]

*451.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 how,	 and	 to	 what	
extent,	the	Land	Development	Agency	will	be	funded	in	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55315/23]

*452.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	to	provide	an	update	
on	the	additional	capitalisation	for	the	Land	Development	Agency,	including	whether	the	funding	
will	be	provided	via	ISIF,	HFA,	Exchequer	revenue	or	a	combination	of	these	and	other	sources;	
how	much	additional	capitalisation	is	expected;	and	when	a	decision	will	be	made	on	this	matter.	
—	Eoin	Ó	Broin.	[55318/23]

*453.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 number	 of	
applications	made	 for	 the	 vacant	 property	 refurbishment	 grants	 in	 each	 county	 in	 each	month	
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since	July	2022;	the	number	of	drawdowns	for	the	same	grant	in	each	county	in	the	same	period;	
and	the	average	value	claimed	overall	in	each	county.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55322/23]

*454.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	his	plans	to	introduce	
a	 standalone	 scheme	 for	 persons	 living	 in	 a	 home	 built	 prior	 to	 1991	 which	 has	 construction	
defects;	and	the	existing	reliefs	for	such	persons.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55326/23]

*455.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 number	 of	
Housing	First	tenancies	that	have	materialised	as	targeted	under	3.4	of	Housing	For	All;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55327/23]

*456.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 the	 status	 of	 the	
expansion	 of	 data-sharing	 arrangements	 between	 the	 Residential	 Tenancies	 Board	 and	 the	
Revenue	Commissioners	under	target	2.6	of	Housing	For	All;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55328/23]

*457.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Local	 Government	 and	 Heritage	 his	 views	 on	
the	 practice	 of	 developers	 not	 commencing	 construction	 after	 they	 have	 received	 planning	
permission;	 and	 his	 plans	 to	 ensure	 that	 approved	 planning	 permissions	 result	 in	 the	 timely	
construction	of	homes.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55329/23]

*458.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	 if	his	Department	 is	
aware	of	a	confidentiality	clause	being	signed	within	Waterways	Ireland	(details	supplied);	if	this	
process	is	legal,	given	public	money	funds	Waterways	Ireland;	if	this	development	will	be	subject	
to	 the	Freedom	of	Information	Act	2014;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pat	
Buckley.	[55352/23]

*459.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	 the	number	of	HAP	
tenancies	where	 there	 is	 a	 family	 relationship	between	 the	 landlord	 and	 the	 tenant.	—	Thomas	
Pringle.	[55430/23]

*460.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Local	Government	and	Heritage	how	many	landlords	
where	such	HAP	tenancies	currently	exist,	had	other	tenancies	previously	been	registered	with	the	
RTB,	prior	to	the	commencement	of	current	‘family	relationship’	tenancy;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Thomas	Pringle.	[55431/23]

Chun an Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Social Protection.

*461.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	to	examine	a	matter	(details	supplied);	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	James	Lawless.	[54555/23]

*462.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	will	review	the	case	of	a	person	(details	
supplied)	who	has	been	in	receipt	of	illness	benefit	payment	but	has	been	deemed	ineligible	for	
the	 €100	 cost	 of	 living	 lump	 sum	payment	 per	 child;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Maurice	Quinlivan.	[54557/23]

*463.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 estimated	 revenue	 that	will	 be	 raised	 in	
each	of	the	years	2024	to	2030	by	the	proposed	increases	in	all	classes	of	PRSI	by	0.1	percentage	
points	in	2024	and	2025,	0.15	percentage	points	in	2026	and	2027,	and	0.2	percentage	points	in	
2028,	disaggregated	by	PRSI	class,	employer,	employee	and	self-employed,	 in	 tabular	form.	—	
Pearse	Doherty.	[54577/23]
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*464.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	rent	supplement	can	be	paid	to	a	person	who	
works	more	than	30	hours	per	week	to	prevent	homelessness;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[54597/23]

*465.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	will	outline	the	programmes	of	supported	
work	experience	or	 training	which	her	Department	or	 its	 agencies	 run	 for	 adult	persons	with	a	
disability,	 and	 particularly	 those	 on	 the	 autism	 spectrum,	 who	 find	 it	 difficult	 to	 manage	 in	
conventional	workplaces,	 in	order	 that	 they	 can	progress	 to	 regular	work	 roles;	 and	 if	 she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Richard	Bruton.	[54607/23]

*466.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	when	 a	 decision	will	 be	made	 in	 respect	 of	
an	 invalidity	 pension	 application	 (details	 suppled)	 in	County	Donegal;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[54603/23]

*467.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Social	Protection	 further	 to	EU	Commission	Recommendation	
(EU)	 2022/2337	 of	 28	 November	 2022	 concerning	 the	 European	 schedule	 of	 occupational	
diseases	 if	she	has	responded	to	 the	request	set	out	 in	article	4	on	Covid-19	caused	by	work	in	
disease	 prevention,	 in	 health	 and	 social	 care	 and	 in	 domiciliary	 assistance,	 or	 in	 a	 pandemic	
context;	if	she	will	publish	a	copy	of	this	response;	if	these	provisions	also	pertain	to	those	who	
have	not	recovered	following	a	Covid-19	related	illness;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Denis	Naughten.	[54657/23]

*468.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	when	child	benefit	will	be	reinstated	for	a	child	
(details	supplied).	—	Paul	McAuliffe.	[54663/23]

*469.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 if	 an	 organisation	 (details	 supplied)	will	 be	
approved	for	funding	for	the	Work4Life	programme	as	a	matter	of	urgency.	—	John	McGuinness.	
[54664/23]

*470.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	there	are	plans	to	compensate	families	with	
child	benefit	payments	who	have	children	who	turn	18	years	between	now	and	September	2024	
and	are	 in	 full-time	education;	and	 if	 she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Peter	Burke.	
[54685/23]

*471.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	a	decision	has	been	made	on	an	application	
for	child	benefit	by	a	person	(details	supplied)	in	County	Kerry;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[54686/23]

*472.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 position	 regarding	 the	 urgent	 need	 for	
processing	 an	 invalidity	 pension	 appeal	 by	 person	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	James	Browne.	[54700/23]

*473.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	will	set	out	the	basis	for	the	requirement	
of	post-1995	gardaí	that	have	retired	to	sign	a	declaration	that	they	are	available	for	work	in	order	
to	draw	down	a	social	protection	payment.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54717/23]

*474.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 if	 she	will	 expedite	 a	 decision	 on	 a	 carer’s	
allowance	appeal	(details	supplied).	—	Michael	Creed.	[54718/23]
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*475.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	how	someone’s	annual	average	entitlement	for	
a	 contributory	 State	 pension	 is	 calculated;	 and	 if	 credit	 is	 paid	 for	 a	 home	making	 period	 and	
period	spent	as	a	carer.	—	Robert	Troy.	[54743/23]

*476.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	estimated	yield	if	the	employers’	PRSI	rate	
of	11.05%	increased	 to	14%	on	 the	portion	of	wages	 in	excess	of	€200,000.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	
[54762/23]

*477.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	to	provide	an	update	on	her	efforts	 to	extend	
the	 free	 travel	pass	 to	people	with	epilepsy	who	cannot	drive	due	 to	 their	 condition;	when	 she	
hopes	to	bring	this	into	action;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jackie	Cahill.	
[54771/23]

*478.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	key	policy	achievements	realised	and	new	
initiatives	taken	by	her	Department	during	2023;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54794/23]

*479.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	her	views	on	a	matter	(details	supplied);	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[54811/23]

*480.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 average	 wait	 time	 for	 an	 urgent	 needs	
payment	in	Cork	city.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54832/23]

*481.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	average	wait	time	for	an	appointment	with	
a	community	welfare	officer	in	Cork	city.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54833/23]

*482.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 number	 of	 people	 who	 have	 availed	
of	an	urgent	needs	payment	 in	 the	 last	quarter	of	2023	and	 the	same	period	 in	2019	and	2022,	
respectively	in	Cork	City,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54834/23]

*483.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	number	of	people	in	receipt	of	child	benefit	
in	Cork	city	in	2023.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54836/23]

*484.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	will	ensure	that	car	parking	facilities	will	
be	maintained	for	her	Department’s	staff	at	Thomas	Ashe	Street,	Cavan	town	(details	supplied);	
and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54846/23]

*485.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 if	 she	will	 clarify	 the	 reason	 tripartite	 talks	
between	 her	 Department,	 ILDN	 and	 Tús	 coordinators	 have	 been	 cancelled	 repeatedly	 by	 a	
Principal	Officer	(details	supplied);	when	urgently	needed	talks	will	resume	to	address	the	15%	
disparity	in	pay	between	Tús	and	CE	supervisors,	who	have	been	eager	to	resolve	this	disparity	
for	the	past	18	months;	if	she	will	acknowledge	the	work	that	Tús	supervisors	do	in	supporting	
essential	 community	 services	 and	 its	 similarity	 to	 the	 work	 of	 CE	 supervisors;	 if	 she	 will	
recognise	 that	a	proposed	deadline	of	8	December	2023	 is	 imminent	and	 that	 further	 industrial	
action	is	likely	in	the	event	of	a	failure	to	engage	immediately	and	fully;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bríd	Smith.	[54867/23]

*486.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	reason	that	people	who	will	be	completing	
12	 months	 on	 illness	 benefit	 in	 the	 period	 between	 the	 payment	 of	 the	 Christmas	 bonus	 and	
Christmas	Day	are	not	 included	 in	 the	payment;	 if	a	person	(details	supplied)	who	commenced	
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illness	benefit	on	 the	12	December	2022	will	be	paid	 the	Christmas	bonus.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	
[54894/23]

*487.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	when	 a	 person	 (details	 supplied)	 in	 County	
Sligo	will	receive	a	decision	regarding	the	review	of	their	carers	allowance;	and	if	she	will	make	
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Frankie	Feighan.	[54926/23]

*488.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	 the	2023	carer’s	support	grant	will	be	paid	
to	a	person	in	County	Kerry	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Brendan	Griffin.	[54937/23]

*489.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	current	status	of	the	Social	Welfare	(Child	
Maintenance	 and	 Liable	 Relatives	 Provisions)	 Bill;	 and	 when	 this	 Bill	 will	 progress.	—	Alan	
Kelly.	[54942/23]

*490.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	further	to	Parliamentary	Question	No.	331	of	
21	November	2023,	if	she	will	now	expedite	a	positive	decision	based	on	the	medical	evidence	
provided	(details	supplied).	—	John	McGuinness.	[54956/23]

*491.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	when	 a	 decision	will	 be	made	 on	 a	 carer’s	
allowance	 application	 for	 a	 person	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[54962/23]

*492.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Social	Protection	 the	number	of	vacant	and	derelict	properties	
and	sites	that	are	owned	by	her	Department;	her	plans	to	bring	each	of	these	properties	and	sites	
into	use;	where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55053/23]

*493.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	is	aware	of	a	campaign	to	close	the	15%	
pay	gap	between	Tus	Supervisors	and	CE	supervisors;	if	she	is	aware	that	some	Tus	supervisors	
are	so	badly	paid	that	they	qualify	for	the	working	family	payment;	if	she	will	ensure	that	this	pay	
gap	is	closed;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Paul	Murphy.	[55057/23]

*494.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	will	detail,	in	tabular	form	a	breakdown	
on	a	county-by-county	basis	of	the	150,000	school	children	that	will	benefit	from	the	expansion	
of	the	Hot	School	Meals	Programme.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[55065/23]

*495.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 350	
of	 28	 November	 2023,	 and	 the	 reference	 what	 were	 unequivocally	 ‘test	 cases’	 as	 ‘so-called	
test	 cases’,	 given	 the	 fact	 that	 as	 previously	 supplied	 (details	 supplied)	 have	 all	 unequivocally	
admitted	 to	 the	 use	 of	 test	 cases	 in	 writing,	 and	 the	 fact	 that	 test	 cases	 were	 used	 by	 the	
Department	raises	liability	issues	for	the	Department	and	the	continued	use	of	the	term	‘so-called	
test	cases’	by	her	is	preventing	legal	clarity	for	workers,	if	she	will	now	concede	that	test	cases	
were	used	and	that	these	test	cases	were	not	‘so-called	test	cases’.	—	Paul	Murphy.	[55074/23]

*496.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	rationale	for	the	15%	pay	gap	between	Tús	
and	community	employment	supervisors;	the	efforts	being	made	to	close	this	gap;	the	timescale	
they	 envision	 this	 process	will	 take;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	 Seán	
Crowe.	[55140/23]
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*497.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 to	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 a	 child	 benefit	
application	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	
[55164/23]

*498.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 measures	 that	 are	 being	 taken	 by	 her	
Department	 to	 address	 the	 discriminatory	 treatment	 faced	 by	 post-1995	members	 of	An	Garda	
Síochána	 in	 accessing	 their	 supplementary	 pensions,	 particularly	 concerning	 the	 requirement	
to	 declare	 themselves	 as	 jobseeker’s	 and	 limitations	 imposed	 on	 holidays	 and	 part-time	
employment;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	John	Lahart.	[55168/23]

*499.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 for	 an	 update	 on	 a	 carer	 support	 grant	
application	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	
[55170/23]

*500.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Social	Protection	her	main	policy	and	 legislative	priorities	 for	
2024;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55215/23]

*501.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 actions	 that	 are	 being	 taken	 to	 address	
the	 pay	 disparity	 between	 Tús	 and	 CE	 supervisors	 (details	 supplied),	 given	 the	 prolonged	
negotiations	and	delay;	the	steps	being	taken	to	prevent	potential	industrial	action;	and	if	she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Lowry.	[55238/23]

*502.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 if,	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	
208	 of	 20	 September	 2023,	 her	 attention	 has	 been	 drawn	 to	 an	 ongoing	 pension	 issue	 (details	
supplied);	if	she	will	engage	with	the	Department	of	Public	Expenditure,	National	Development	
Plan	Delivery	and	Reform	to	address	these	issues;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Cian	O’Callaghan.	[55249/23]

*503.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 total	 number	 of	 civil	 service	 executive	
officer	 positions	 that	 have	 been	 filled	 in	 all	 civil	 service	 offices	 in	 County	 Longford	 from	 the	
interdepartmental	 and	 open	 competitions	 list	 and	 also	 from	 the	 mobility	 transfer	 list	 for	 each	
month	 from	31	August	 2022	 to	 date,	 in	 tabular	 form;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Martin	Kenny.	[55255/23]

*504.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	total	number	of	executive	officers	who	have	
been	assigned	to	the	Department	of	Social	Protection,	in	County	Longford	in	each	month	since	31	
August	2022	to	date	for	the	interdepartmental	and	open	competitions	lists,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Martin	Kenny.	[55257/23]

*505.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 how	 many	 executive	 officer	 positions	 are	
currently	 vacant	 in	 her	Department’s	 office	 in	County	Longford;	when	 these	 vacancies	will	 be	
filled;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Martin	Kenny.	[55266/23]

*506.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 reason	 the	mobility	 transfer	 list	 for	 her	
Department	 in	 County	 Longford	 has	 apparently	 slowed	 down	 since	 September	 2022	 to	 date	
(details	supplied);	whether	this	list	has	been	side-lined;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Martin	Kenny.	[55272/23]

*507.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Social	Protection	 for	 an	overview	of	 the	key	 social	protection	
improvements	announced	since	27	June	2020;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Jim	O’Callaghan.	[55304/23]
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*508.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	reason	for	proposing	to	introduce	a	tiered	
reform	of	 the	disability	 allowance;	what	 steps	are	being	 taken	 to	ensure	 that	 this	 reform	 is	not	
contrary	to	the	interests	of	people	with	disabilities;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[55305/23]

*509.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Social	Protection	 if	a	person	 is	 in	 receipt	of	carer’s	allowance	
and	 works	 part-time	 and	 is	 paid	 monthly,	 how	 her	 Department	 determines	 a	 person’s	 weekly	
hours;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pádraig	Mac	Lochlainn.	[55309/23]

*510.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	reason	a	person	(details	supplied)	was	not	
included	 in	 the	 recent	 announcement	 on	 the	 Hot	 School	 Meals	 Programme;	 if	 an	 application	
was	 submitted	 by	 the	 school;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Alan	Dillon.	
[55397/23]

*511.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	will	provide	an	update	on	the	progress	
regarding	the	pay	parity	claim	by	RSS	and	TUS	supervisors;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	[55403/23]

*512.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	a	matter	in	relation	to	pension	payments	for	
retired	gardaí	(details	supplied)	will	be	addressed;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[55411/23]

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt: To the Minister for Justice.

*513.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 she	 will	 advise	 on	 the	 situation	 of	 overseas	 nurses	
who,	when	recruited	were	told	that	that	after	one	year	in	Ireland	they	would	be	able	to	bring	their	
families	to	join	them,	who	have	now	learned	that	in	order	to	do	so	they	must	have	in	excess	of	
€30,000	 in	 their	 bank	 account;	 the	 potential	 recourse	 available	 to	 these	 nurses;	 and	 if	 she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Claire	Kerrane.	[55404/23]

*514.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	when	a	person	(details	supplied)	will	receive	a	reply	to	an	
application;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[54449/23]

*515.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	if	funding	has	been	secured	to	purchase	additional	drones	
for	use	by	An	Garda	Síochána	in	2024.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54471/23]

*516.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 additional	 funding	 that	 has	 been	 provided	 for	
overtime	to	gardaí	within	the	DMR	over	the	Christmas-New	Year	period.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	
[54472/23]

*517.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	date	on	which	the	last	time	the	stables	at	the	Garda	
mounted	unit	were	refurbished.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54473/23]

*518.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 how	 a	 child	 (details	 supplied)	 can	 qualify	 for	 an	 Irish	
passport.	—	Robert	Troy.	[54492/23]

*519.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	if	she	will	outline	her	Department’s	policy	on	automatic	
number	plate	recognition	technology;	if	she	intends	to	legislate	if	necessary;	and	if	she	will	make	
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Neasa	Hourigan.	[54495/23]
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*520.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 she	will	 provide	 an	update	of	 the	work	of	 the	Anti-
Social	Behaviour	Forum	and	subgroup	on	knife	crime;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Paul	Kehoe.	[54575/23]

*521.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 426	 of	 28	
November	 2023,	 in	 the	 absence	 of	 a	 harmonised,	 EU-wide	 approach	 to	 exiting	 Temporary	
Protection,	whether	 under	 existing	 domestic	 legislative/administrative	 arrangements,	 the	 period	
of	 continuous	 residence	 in	 the	 State	 exercised	 by	 temporary	 protection	 beneficiaries	 would	
qualify	as	part	of	the	duration	of	reckonable	residence	required	for	the	purposes	of	eligibility	to	
apply	for	long-term	residency	in	the	State.	—	Pa	Daly.	[54582/23]

*522.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	how	many	gardaí	were	attacked	and	injured	in	during	the	
rioting	which	took	place	in	Dublin	on	24	November	2023;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Patrick	Costello.	[54620/23]

*523.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 to	 outline	 the	 number	 of	 scramblers	 and	 quad	 bikes	
seized,	per	county,	since	the	introduction	of	the	Road	Traffic	and	Roads	Act	2023;	and	if	she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Maurice	Quinlivan.	[54633/23]

*524.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	to	list	 the	Garda	stations	in	Cavan/Monaghan	that	have	
their	 own	 electric	 vehicle	 charging	 points;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	
Brendan	Smith.	[54641/23]

*525.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	Garda	stations	in	each	Garda	division	that	
have	their	own	electric	vehicle	charging	points;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Brendan	Smith.	[54642/23]

*526.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	electric	vehicles	in	the	Garda	fleet;	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	[54643/23]

*527.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	people	so	far	arrested	under	Section	4	of	
Coco’s	Law	 (Harassment,	Harmful	Communications	 and	Related	Offences	Act);	 the	number	 to	
date	 actually	 charged	 under	 Section	 4	 of	Coco’s	 Law;	 and	 the	 number	 of	 outstanding	 charges	
under	 Section	 4	 of	 Coco’s	 Law	 awaiting	 a	 decision	 by	 the	 DPP.	 —	 Aengus	 Ó	 Snodaigh.	
[54662/23]

*528.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 her	 attention	 has	 been	 drawn	 to	 ‘Daisy’s	Law’;	 and	
her	plans	to	legislate	to	provide	for	children	born	as	a	consequence	of	rape	to	be	recognised	as	a	
victim	of	crime	for	the	purposes	of	gaining	legal	standing.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[54679/23]

*529.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 when	 a	 decision	 will	 be	 made	 on	 a	 visa	 application	
(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Willie	O’Dea.	[54691/23]

*530.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	when	a	decision	will	be	made	on	an	appeal	in	relation	to	a	
visa	application	by	a	person	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Willie	O’Dea.	[54693/23]

*531.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	for	an	update	on	the	processing	of	an	application	(details	
supplied);	 and	 the	 current	 average	 processing	 time	 for	 applications	 of	 this	 nature.	—	 Eoin	 Ó	
Broin.	[54702/23]
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*532.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	if	she	will	provide	an	update	on	the	progress	of	resuming	
recruitment	to	the	Garda	Reserve.	—	Pa	Daly.	[54706/23]

*533.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 to	 provide	 a	 list	 of	 the	 17	 current	 serving	 country	
registrars	attached	to	each	county,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Marian	Harkin.	[54737/23]

*534.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	basic	M3	shotgun	courses	that	were	held	
for	armed	Garda	personnel	to	date	in	2023.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54746/23]

*535.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 316	 of	 14	
November	2023,	if	she	has	received	the	necessary	information	from	the	Garda	authorities	to	have	
PQ	answered.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54747/23]

*536.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	Steyr	rifle	refresher	courses	that	were	held	
for	armed	Garda	personnel	to	date	in	2023.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54748/23]

*537.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 number	 of	 Garda	 public	 order	 tactical	 advisors	
commanders	in	each	Garda	division	within	the	DMR	in	2022	and	to	date	in	2023;	and	the	rank	of	
officer	this	post	is	normally	filled	by,	in	tabular	form.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54749/23]

*538.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 348	 of	 14	
November	2023,	if	she	has	received	the	necessary	information	from	the	Garda	authorities	to	have	
the	PQ	answered.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54750/23]

*539.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 amount	 gardaí	 spent	 on	 sending	 out	 poor-quality	
CCTV	camera	 images	 in	 order	 to	 get	 better	 image	 quality	 in	 the	 years	 of	 2022	 and	 to	 date	 in	
2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54751/23]

*540.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	if	recommendations	ten	and	11	of	the	Garda	Inspectorate	
Report	 in	 2019	 on	 Public	 Order	 Training	 have	 been	 fully	 implemented.	 —	 Paul	 Donnelly.	
[54752/23]

*541.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	gardaí	graduating	from	Templemore	in	the	
latest	allocation.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54769/23]

*542.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	key	policy	achievements	realised	and	new	initiatives	
taken	by	her	Department	during	2023;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	
Devlin.	[54791/23]

*543.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	number	of	civil	 servants	working	 in	Garda	stations	
currently,	by	county,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54803/23]

*544.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	for	an	update	on	the	work	of	the	Gambling	Regulator	to	
date.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54806/23]

*545.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	amount	spent	on	the	Gambling	Regulator	to	date.	—	
Thomas	Gould.	[54807/23]

*546.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	date	of	her	last	meeting	with	the	Chief	Superintendent	
in	Cork	city.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54810/23]
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*547.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 to	provide	 an	update	on	 the	 status	of	 the	online	portal	
for	 uploading	 cyclist	 and	 dash	 camera	 footage	 of	 road	 traffic	 offences.	 —	 Patrick	 Costello.	
[54886/23]

*548.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 number	 of	 WTE	 civilian	 Garda	 staff,	 by	 grade,	
working	in	each	divisional	protective	service	unit	as	of	4	December	2023;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54896/23]

*549.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	e-bikes	currently	in	the	Garda	fleet;	if	this	
number	will	be	further	increased	during	2024;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54897/23]

*550.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 number	 of	 competitions	 held	 for	 sworn	 gardaí	 to	
apply	to	join	divisional	roads	policing	units	in	2022	and	to-date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54898/23]

*551.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 868	 of	 7	
November	 2023,	 if	 she	 has	 received	 the	 necessary	 information	 from	 the	 Garda	 authorities	 to	
have	this	question	answered;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	
[54899/23]

*552.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	number	of	cases	dealt	with	by	 the	Garda	computer	
crime	unit	 in	2022	and	 to-date	 in	2023;	 the	number	of	 these	 cases	 that	have	been	 successfully	
completed	in	2022	and	to-date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54900/23]

*553.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	if	funding	has	been	sought	by	the	Garda	Commissioner	
for	the	purchase	of	water	cannons	for	use	by	An	Garda	Síochána	during	major	public	order	and	
violent	disorder	events.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54901/23]

*554.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 the	 contracts	 for	 the	 provision	 of	 new	 aircraft	 and	
helicopters	for	the	Garda	air	support	unit	have	been	signed;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54903/23]

*555.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	if	Coolock	Garda	station	is	included	in	the	Garda	Capital	
Investment	 Programme	 2022-2027;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[54904/23]

*556.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	applications	for	Irish	citizenship	received	
by	INIS	in	each	month	from	January	 to	November	2023	inclusive;	 the	number	 therein	of	 those	
applications	 in	 each	 month	 where	 acknowledgement	 letters	 have	 issued	 to	 the	 applicant,	 in	
tabular	form;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54905/23]

*557.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 if	 all	 Garda	 stations	 within	 DMR	 have	 stand-alone	
computers	for	Garda	members	to	view	CCTV;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54906/23]

*558.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Justice	 the	budget	allocation	for	 the	Garda	National	Bureau	of	
Criminal	Investigations	 in	2022	and	2023;	 the	budget	for	same	in	2024,	 in	 tabular	form;	and	 if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54907/23]
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*559.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	houses	and	caravans	that	were	seized	by	
the	Criminal	Assets	Bureau	and	still	under	the	remit	of	the	CAB	as	of	5	December	2023.	—	Alan	
Kelly.	[54946/23]

*560.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	if	she	has	spoken	with	the	new	UK	Home	Secretary.	—	
Alan	Kelly.	[54947/23]

*561.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	estimated	full-year	cost	in	2024	if	the	number	of	dogs	
in	the	Garda	dog	unit	increased	to	50.	—	Alan	Kelly.	[54948/23]

*562.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	knives	seized	by	An	Garda	Síochána,	by	
county	in	2020,	2021,	2022	and	to	date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	[54955/23]

*563.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 number	 of	 vacant	 and	 derelict	 properties	 and	 sites	
that	are	owned	by	her	Department;	her	plans	to	bring	each	of	these	properties	and	sites	into	use;	
where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Ivana	Bacik.	[55050/23]

*564.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	how	many	persons	have	applied	for	orders	under	the	Civil	
Law	(Presumption	of	Death)	Act	2019	 in	each	year	 since	 its	 coming	 into	operation;	and	 if	 she	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aodhán	Ó	Ríordáin.	[55108/23]

*565.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	what	 the	 pathway	 is	 for	 a	 person	 (details	 supplied)	 to	
have	 her	 path	 to	 citizenship	 overseen	 in	 a	 timely	manner	 so	 that	 she	 is	 able	 to	 access	 the	 full	
range	of	 state	 services	 available	 to	 seniors;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Rose	Conway-Walsh.	[55109/23]

*566.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	to	outline	her	plans	to	improve	the	Irish	judicial	system.	
—	Aindrias	Moynihan.	[55165/23]

*567.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 to	outline	 reviews	of	 the	 judicial	 system	underway.	—	
Aindrias	Moynihan.	[55166/23]

*568.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 for	 an	update	on	 the	Thornton	Hall	 site,	 including	any	
progress	with	regards	its	availability	for	social	and	affordable	housing.	—	Pa	Daly.	[55167/23]

*569.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 number	 of	 tribunals,	 public	 investigations	 and	
commissions	of	investigations	in	process;	the	length	of	time	each	has	been	underway;	when	each	
will	conclude;	the	cost	to	date	of	each;	and	the	estimated	cost	of	each	at	completion.	—	Peadar	
Tóibín.	[44814/23]

*570.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 number	 and	 amounts	 of	 capital	 grants	 for	 the	
provision	of	domestic	violence	and	abuse	 refuges	 from	1	January	2020	 to	date;	and	 if	 she	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Holly	Cairns.	[55184/23]

*571.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	way	that	the	State	is	meeting	its	commitments	under	
the	Council	of	Europe	Istanbul	Convention	including	the	provision	of	refuge	spaces	and	support	
services;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Holly	Cairns.	[55185/23]
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*572.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 number	 of	 domestic	 violence	
and	 abuse	 refuge	 spaces	 available	 in	 the	 State,	 by	 county,	 in	 tabular	 form. 
.	—	Holly	Cairns.	[55186/23]

*573.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	further	to	Parliamentary	Question	No.	341	of	10	October	
2023,	 if	 she	 will	 confirm	 the	 number	 of	 staff	 suffering	 from	 long-Covid	 who	 have	 had	 their	
employment	terminated	by	her	Department	in	particular	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Fitzmaurice.	[55189/23]

*574.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 to	 clarify	 the	 Government	 position	 on	 the	 pension	
scheme	 for	 gardaí	 who	 enlisted	 post-1995,	 particularly	 regarding	 the	 requirement	 to	 register	
as	 job	 seekers	 for	 the	 supplementary	 pension,	 and	 the	 impact	 of	 part-time	 employment	 on	
pension	 entitlements;	what	 steps	 are	 being	 taken	 to	 address	 recruitment	 concerns	 arising	 from	
these	pension	arrangements;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Emer	Higgins.	
[55193/23]

*575.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 for	 an	update	on	 the	 regularisation	 scheme	application	
(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55197/23]

*576.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	her	main	policy	and	legislative	priorities	for	2024;	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55212/23]

*577.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	if	she	will	introduce	a	dedicated	animal	crime	unit;	and	if	
she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[55356/23]

*578.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	if	he	will	address	the	case	of	a	person	(details	supplied).	
—	Joe	Flaherty.	[55357/23]

*579.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 338	 of	 14	
November	 2023,	 if	 she	 has	 received	 this	 information	 from	 Garda	 authorities	 to	 have	 this	 PQ	
answered.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55364/23]

*580.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	when	 she	 expects	 the	 17	 new	Garda	 public	 order	 unit	
vans	to	come	into	the	fleet.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55365/23]

*581.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 current	 number	 of	 gardaí	 serving	 in	 An	 Garda	
Síochána	who	are	still	within	their	two-year	probation	period	as	of	1	December	2023.	—	Pa	Daly.	
[55391/23]

*582.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 how	many	 of	 the	 current	 serving	 gardaí	 are	 formally	
deployed	and	trained	as	part	of	public	order	units;	and	the	location	of	these	units	nationwide.	—	
Pa	Daly.	[55392/23]

*583.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	how	many	gardaí	are	currently	on	overseas	assignments	
with	 the	UN,	at	 Irish	embassies	overseas	and	on	any	and	all	other	overseas	assignments.	—	Pa	
Daly.	[55393/23]

*584.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	by	what	mechanism	does	the	Garda	Commissioner	know,	
in	real	time,	what	Garda	resources	he	has	available	to	him	to	deploy.	—	Pa	Daly.	[55394/23]
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*585.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 how	many	 of	 those	 residing	 in	 direct	 provision	 have	
deportation	orders	against	them.	—	Pa	Daly.	[55399/23]

*586.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 process	 for	 a	 child	 born	 in	 Ireland	 in	 July	 2005	
(details	 supplied)	 to	Ukrainian	 parents	 to	 obtain	 an	 Irish	 passport	 given	 the	 child	 is	 unable	 to	
travel	 to	Ukraine	 to	 apply	 for	 a	passport	 and	whose	parents	wish	 to	 apply	 for	 Irish	 citizenship	
for	 them	but	are	unable	 to	do	so	as	 the	child	does	not	have	a	passport;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Duncan	Smith.	[55402/23]

*587.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 average	 application	 for	 asylum	 processing	 time	 in	
Ireland;	 the	 longest	 application	 processing	 time;	 and	 the	 number	 of	 persons	who	 are	 currently	
having	their	applications	for	asylum	processed	(details	supplied).	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55433/23]

*588.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 extent	 to	which	 the	Garda	 strength	 in	 each	Garda	
station	 throughout	Kildare	 continues	 to	 be	 increased,	with	 particular	 reference	 to	 the	 optimum	
requirements	 in	 each	 station;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Bernard	 J.	
Durkan.	[55443/23]

*589.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 number	 of	 persons	 who	 have	 re-offended	 while	
on	bail	 in	each	of	the	past	six	years	to	date;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55445/23]

*590.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 extent	 to	which	 specific	procedures	 are	 in	place	 to	
ensure	 that	 first	 time	prisoners	 are	 given	 priority	 towards	 education	 and	 rehabilitative	 training,	
with	particular	reference	to	reducing	the	influence	on	them	of	more	hardened	criminals;	and	if	she	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55446/23]

*591.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	extent	to	which	adequate	of	sufficient	prison	spaces	
are	available	 to	meet	 requirements	at	 the	present	 time;	and	 if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55448/23]

*592.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 total	 number	 of	 women	 members	 of	 An	 Garda	
Síochána,	at	all	ranks,	at	present;	 the	degree	to	which,	 if	any,	 the	numbers	have	fluctuated	over	
the	past	ten	years	to	date;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	
[55449/23]

*593.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	number	of	vacant	promotional	positions	to	be	filled	
at	all	 levels	 throughout	An	Garda	Síochána	at	present;	and	 if	 she	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55450/23]

*594.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Justice	 the	 extent	 to	 which	 policing	 methods	 here	 including	
community	policing	 replicate	best	practice	 in	other	European	countries;	and	 if	 she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55451/23]

*595.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	what	action	is	being	taken	or	can	be	taken	to	address	the	
issue	of	 threats	and	 intimidation	against	 individual	members	of	An	Garda	Síochána;	and	 if	 she	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[55452/23]
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Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

*596.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 current	 situation	 with	
respect	to	the	microchipping	of	dogs	and	storing	of	such	data	within	a	national	database;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	David	Stanton.	[54448/23]

*597.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	reason	for	the	delay	in	the	
BISS	payment	being	made	to	a	person	in	County	Donegal	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pádraig	Mac	Lochlainn.	[54452/23]

*598.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	what	supports	are	available	to	
co-operative	marts	which	have	to	upgrade	infrastructure	to	meet	health	and	safety	standards;	and	
if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Canney.	[54462/23]

*599.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 his	 Department	will	 run	
a	 recruitment	 campaign	 early	 in	 the	 new	 year	 seeking	 to	 employ	 additional	 directly	 employed	
ecologists	for	his	Department.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54482/23]

*600.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 the	 capital	 works	 projects	
valued	at	over	€100,000	that	are	still	ongoing	in	each	of	the	Fisheries	Harbour	Centres	under	the	
remit	of	his	Department;	and	when	each	of	 those	works	will	be	completed,	 in	 tabular	 form.	—	
Catherine	Murphy.	[54483/23]

*601.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 he	would	 reconsider	 the	
treatment	 of	 established	 woodland	 under	 the	ACRES	 scheme,	 as	 currently	 farmers	 who	 have	
extensive	parts	of	their	land	under	established	woodland	are	not	getting	sufficient	benefit	for	this	
environmental	benefit	from	the	ACRES	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Seán	Canney.	[54589/23]

*602.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	he	will	consider	establishing	
a	 scheme	 to	 maintain	 woodland	 due	 to	 the	 environmental	 benefits	 which	 will	 accrue,	 while	
recognising	that	this	is	a	long-term	project	with	no	financial	return	for	an	individual	landowner;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Canney.	[54590/23]

*603.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 to	 review	 correspondence	
(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[54599/23]

*604.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	provisions	he	is	making,	if	
any,	for	access	to	the	acres	scheme	for	new	entrants	to	farming	in	2023	and	future	years;	if	he	will	
review	the	criteria	for	eligibility	with	regard	to	having	submitted	a	BPS	application	in	2022;	and	
if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Creed.	[54618/23]

*605.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 what	 precautions	 the	
Government	is	taking	to	reduce	the	risk	of	importing	further	disease	through	the	importation	of	
trees,	saplings,	shrubs	and	soil;	if	there	is	a	plan	in	place	to	increase	the	production	of	native	Irish	
stock	for	the	home	market,	so	Ireland	can	decrease	or	stop	its	reliance	on	importation	and	protect	
our	native	plants/trees	 from	 further	disease	or	 loss	of	100%	 Irish	 strain;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Marian	Harkin.	[54631/23]
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*606.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 to	 provide	 details	 on	 his	
Department’s	 role	 in	 selecting	members	 for	 the	 citizen	 engagement	working	 group	 established	
to	 assist	 in	 the	 review	of	 the	 emissions	 reduction	 target	 for	 the	 land	 use,	 land	 use	 change	 and	
forestry	 sector	 (LULUCF);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Carol	 Nolan.	
[54677/23]

*607.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	when	 he	 intends	 to	 open	 a	
public	consultation	on	the	matter	of	trawling	in	inshore	waters	inside	the	six	nautical	mile	zone	
and	the	baselines.	—	Holly	Cairns.	[54695/23]

*608.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	when	Departmental	costings	
guidelines	for	TAMS-supported	investments	were	last	revised;	if	he	intends	to	revise	these;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54724/23]

*609.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 number	 of	 TAMs	
applications	received	to	date	under	Tranche	1;	the	number	processed;	when	the	remainder	are	due	
to	be	processed	by;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54725/23]

*610.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 late	 applications	will	 be	
accepted	to	the	unharvested	crop	scheme	in	exceptional	force	majeure	circumstances	as	a	number	
of	 farmers	who	have	 suffered	 significant	 losses	 lost	 out	on	 applying	 for	 the	 scheme	due	 to	 the	
short	duration	during	which	applications	were	open	and	this	has	taken	a	significant	toll	on	their	
physical,	mental	 and	 financial	 health;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	 Seán	
Canney.	[54742/23]

*611.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	timetable	for	the	sign	off	
on	payments	under	the	TAMS	scheme	to	farmers	when	all	the	documentation	has	been	submitted	
and	the	payments	to	be	issued;	if	there	are	adequate	staff	to	deal	with	this	matter;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[54744/23]

*612.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	there	is	funding	available	for	
agriculture	businesses	such	as	start-up/reopening	of	businesses	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[54766/23]

*613.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	key	policy	achievements	
realised	and	new	initiatives	taken	by	his	Department	during	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54780/23]

*614.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	funding	provided	for	 the	
control	of	horses	in	Cork	to	date.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54808/23]

*615.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	funding	provided	to	Cork	
City	Council	for	the	control	of	horses	in	2022.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54830/23]

*616.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 for	 an	 update	 on	 the	 horse	
project	for	Cork.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54831/23]

*617.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	he	will	review	the	recently	
announced	 Shannon	 Callows	 fodder	 scheme	 to	 ensure	 the	 adequacy	 of	 satellite	 monitoring	
in	capturing	 the	actual	number	of	 farms	 impacted;	how	the	number	of	 impacted	farms	 is	being	
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calculated	 by	 his	Department;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Carol	Nolan.	
[54911/23]

*618.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	to	clarify	the	reasoning	behind	
excluding	new	basic	payment	scheme	applicants	from	the	ACRES	2	scheme	in	2023;	the	number	
of	 affected	 farmers;	 if	 a	 review	 of	 this	 decision	 is	 under	 consideration;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mattie	McGrath.	[54921/23]

*619.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 the	 reason	a	person	 (details	
supplied)	in	County	Clare	who	has	received	the	2023	single	farm	payment	but	his	Department’s	
computer	system	is	not	allowing	them	to	apply	for	ACRES	tier	2	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	McNamara.	[54928/23]

*620.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	his	views	on	matters	raised	in	
correspondence	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niall	Collins.	
[54931/23]

*621.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 efforts	 he	 made	 to	
ensure	that	the	maximum	number	of	tillage	farmers	were	made	aware	of	the	targeted	scheme	to	
compensate	growers	for	unharvested	crops;	if	he	will	address	concerns	that	some	growers	had	no	
idea	that	such	a	scheme	was	in	place,	and	subsequently	missed	the	application	deadline;	if	he	will	
extend	the	application	deadline	to	ensure	maximum	access	to	the	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Carol	Nolan.	[54959/23]

*622.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	when	a	decision	will	be	made	
on	an	ACRES	appeal	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mattie	
McGrath.	[54964/23]

*623.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 the	 reason	a	person	 (details	
supplied)	has	not	 received	compensation	 for	flooding	 in	 the	Shannon	Callows.	—	Peter	Burke.	
[54965/23]

*624.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 the	 number	 of	 vacant	 and	
derelict	properties	and	sites	 that	are	owned	by	his	Department;	his	plans	 to	bring	each	of	 these	
properties	and	sites	into	use;	where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55039/23]

*625.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 if	 he	 will	 ensure	 a	 BISS	
payment	is	issued	to	persons	(details	supplied).	—	Robert	Troy.	[55060/23]

*626.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	he	will	outline	in	detail	the	
UK	 rules	 that	will	 affect	 all	 Irish	 traders	who	 export	 to	Great	Britain	 commencing	31	 January	
2024	arising	from	Brexit	negotiations,	the	analysis,	if	any,	of	the	impact	these	will	have	on	supply	
chains	and	using	the	UK	as	a	land	bridge	to	EU	markets;	the	additional	cost	that	these	changes	
will	add	to	agri-food	exporters;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Creed.	
[55063/23]

*627.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 his	 plans	 in	 relation	 to	 the	
control	of	dogs	regulations/legislation	relative	to	the	outcome	of	the	recent	survey	conducted	by	
his	Department	and	the	report	that	followed.	—	John	McGuinness.	[55085/23]
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*628.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	reason	a	cohort	of	farmers	
will	now	not	receive	their	ACRES	payment	until	January	2024;	the	steps	he	will	take	to	address	
the	 issue	and	ensure	 farmers	 receive	 their	payment	on	 time	as	expected;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Claire	Kerrane.	[55127/23]

*629.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	a	farmer	(details	supplied)	
who	is	appealing	a	decision	not	to	award	him	a	payment	under	the	national	beef	welfare	scheme,	
and	who	 is	 awaiting	 a	 decision	 on	 this	 appeal,	 can	 sell	 calves,	 as	 is	 normal	 this	 type	 of	 year,	
before	a	decision	is	made	on	the	appeal;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ruairí	
Ó	Murchú.	[55142/23]

*630.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 to	 review	 a	 case	 (details	
supplied);	 if	 this	 anomaly	 is	 correct;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Niamh	
Smyth.	[55146/23]

*631.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	his	main	policy	and	legislative	
priorities	for	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55201/23]

*632.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	to	provide	data	on	the	volume	
of	Whitethorn	being	 imported	 into	 the	State;	 if	 he	will	 address	 concerns	 that	 this	 is	 having	 an	
adverse	 impact	 on	 the	 indigenous	 timber	 industry	 and	 negatively	 impacting	 the	 potential	 for	
employment	in	the	timber	sector;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Carol	Nolan.	
[55226/23]

*633.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	a	matter	(details	supplied)	in	
relation	to	the	new	Eurostar	evaluation	will	be	examined;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[55251/23]

*634.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	he	will	address	a	matter	in	
relation	to	the	latest	evaluation	change	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55281/23]

*635.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 his	 views	 on	 a	 fisheries	
matter	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	
[55310/23]

*636.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	a	matter	(details	supplied)	in	
relation	to	ACRES	will	be	examined;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	
Healy-Rae.	[55316/23]

*637.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	reason	for	changes	by	an	
organisation	 (details	 supplied);	 if	 there	 are	 avenues	 for	 appeals	 for	 owners	who	have	had	 their	
ratings	changed;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Dara	Calleary.	[55390/23]

*638.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 if	 he	 is	 aware	 of	 the	
widespread	 concerns	 of	 farmers	 in	 relation	 to	 recent	 changes	 introduced	 to	 the	 Eurostar	
evaluations	by	an	organisation	(details	supplied)	and	the	difficulties	it	is	causing	for	some	farmers	
participating	in	the	suckler	carbon	efficiency	programme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	[55395/23]
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*639.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 date	 for	 the	
commencement	of	works	of	the	sea	wall	at	a	location	in	County	Donegal	(details	supplied);	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Thomas	Pringle.	[55416/23]

Chun an Aire Leanaí, Comhionannais, Míchumais, Lánpháirtíochta agus Óige: To the Minister 
for Children, Equality; Disability; Integration and Youth.

*640.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	a	
breakdown	of	the	total	costs	of	ECCE	pay	for	2021,	2022	and	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Kathleen	
Funchion.	[54453/23]

*641.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	a	
breakdown	of	the	total	costs	of	ECCE/	AIM	pay	(combined)	for	2021,	2022	and	2023,	in	tabular.	
form.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[54454/23]

*642.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	a	
breakdown	of	total	core	funding	for	2021,	2022	and	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	
[54455/23]

*643.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	
the	flat	rate	paid	to	all	sessional	early	years	services;	 the	number	of	services	in	receipt;	and	the	
total	cost	for	2021,2022	and	2023.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[54456/23]

*644.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	
the	minimum	rate	paid	to	all	small,	part-time	and	SAC	early	years	services;	the	number	services	
in	receipt;	and	the	total	cost	for	2021,	2022	and	2023.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[54457/23]

*645.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 if	
consideration	will	be	given	to	increasing	the	threshold	for	people	who	are	currently	in	receipt	of	
mobility	allowance	based	on	the	slight	increases	in	social	welfare	payments	in	recent	budgets;	to	
provide	an	update	on	the	reinstatement	of	the	scheme	for	new	applicants;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	John	Brady.	[54458/23]

*646.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	provide	
a	schedule	of	the	external	security	companies	and	cost	of	each	that	his	Department	has	a	contract	
with	 to	 provide	personnel	 in	 2022	 and	 to	 date	 in	 2023,	 in	 tabular	 form.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	
[54475/23]

*647.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	student	placements	in	children’s	disability	network	teams	based	in	north	and	south	Wicklow	in	
2022	and	to	date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54476/23]

*648.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 if	 the	
NCS	subsidy	is	considered	to	be	direct	income	to	childcare	services	or	a	subsidy	to	parents;	the	
implications	of	 this	consideration	 for	accountancy	obligations	on	childcare	providers;	and	 if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54489/23]

*649.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	children	as	of	1	December	2023	or	latest	date	available	that	were	awaiting	a	first	assessment	
from	 the	 HSE	 under	 the	 Disability	 Act	 2005,	 for	 each	 LHO	 area,	 in	 tabular	 form.	 —	 Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[54509/23]
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*650.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
number	 of	 staff	 in	community	neuro-rehabilitation	 teams	 in	 each	CHO;	 the	 specific	 medical	
or	healthcare	posts	in	each	team	in	each	CHO;	and	the	estimated	full-year	cost	of	providing	a	full	
neuro-rehabilitation	team	in	each	CHO,	in	tabular	form.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54524/23]

*651.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	cost	of	providing	100,000,	200,000	and	500,000	additional	personal	 assistance	hours	
for	 people	 with	 disabilities,	 respectively;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	
Pauline	Tully.	[54533/23]

*652.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	capital	cost	of	providing	one,	two	and	three	additional	respite	centres	for	people	with	
disabilities	 in	 each	 of	 the	 nine	CHO	 areas;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	
Pauline	Tully.	[54534/23]

*653.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	first	and	
full	year	current	costs	of	providing	one,	two	and	three	additional	respite	centres	for	people	with	
disabilities	in	each	of	the	nine	CHOs,	respectively;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Pauline	Tully.	[54535/23]

*654.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 the	effect	
demographic	 pressures	 are	 likely	 to	 have	 on	 respite	 services	 over	 the	 next	 five	 years	 and	 ten	
years,	 respectively,	 in	 tabular	 form;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Pauline	
Tully.	[54536/23]

*655.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	capital	 cost	of	providing	100,	250	and	400	additional	 intensive	 support	packages	 for	
children	with	disabilities	who	have	high/complex	support	needs;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	[54537/23]

*656.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	 first	 and	 full	 year	 current	 costs	 of	 providing	 100,	 250	 and	 400	 additional	 intensive	
support	packages	for	children	with	disabilities	who	have	high/complex	support	needs;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	[54538/23]

*657.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
effect	 demographic	 pressures	 are	 likely	 to	 have	 on	 demand	 for	 intensive	 support	 packages	 for	
children	with	disabilities	who	have	high/complex	support	needs	over	the	next	five	and	ten	years,	
respectively,	 in	 tabular	 form;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	
[54539/23]

*658.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	capital	cost	of	 transferring	50,	100	and	200	people	with	disabilities,	under	 the	age	of	
65	 years,	 out	 of	 a	 nursing	 home	 and	 into	 an	 assisted	 community	 home;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	[54540/23]

*659.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	first	and	
full	year	current	cost	of	transferring	50,	100	and	200	people	with	disabilities,	under	the	age	of	65	
years,	out	of	a	nursing	home	and	into	an	assisted	community	home,	respectively;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	[54541/23]
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*660.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	first	and	full	year	current	cost	of	transferring	100,	200	and	300	people	with	disabilities	
out	 of	 congregated	 settings	 and	 into	 an	 assisted	 community	 home,	 respectively;	 and	 if	 he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	[54542/23]

*661.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	 capital	 cost	 of	 providing	 24,	 36	 and	 48	 additional	 planned	 residential	 places,	
respectively;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	[54544/23]

*662.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 the	 first	
and	 full	 year	 current	 cost	 of	 providing	 24,	 36	 and	 48	 additional	 planned	 residential	 places,	
respectively;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	[54545/23]

*663.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 the	effect	
demographic	pressures	are	likely	to	have	on	demand	for	planned	residential	places	over	the	next	
five	and	ten	years	respectively,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Pauline	Tully.	[54546/23]

*664.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	 capital	 cost	 of	 providing	 one,	 two	 and	 three	 additional	 adult	 day	 service	 centres	 in	
each	 of	 the	 nine	CHO	areas;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	
[54547/23]

*665.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	first	 and	 full	 year	 current	 costs	of	providing	740	additional	 adult	 day	 service	places;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	[54548/23]

*666.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	staffing	posts	 required	 to	 fully	staff	children’s	disability	network	 teams;	 the	number	of	 these	
posts	that	have	not	yet	been	funded;	the	staffing	costs	involved	in	filling	all	posts	that	have	not	yet	
been	funded;	the	effect	demographic	pressures	are	likely	to	have	on	the	staffing	needs	of	CDNTs	
over	the	next	five	and	ten	years,	respectively,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Pauline	Tully.	[54549/23]

*667.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
outline	 the	 programmes	 of	 supported	work	 experience	 or	 training	which	 his	Department	 or	 its	
agencies	 run	 for	 adult	persons	with	 a	disability,	 and	particularly	 those	on	 the	autism	spectrum,	
who	 find	 it	 difficult	 to	manage	 in	 conventional	workplaces,	 in	 order	 that	 they	 can	 progress	 to	
regular	work	roles.;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Richard	Bruton.	[54605/23]

*668.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	how	many	
people	are	currently	residing	in	Columb	Barracks,	Mullingar.	—	Sorca	Clarke.	[54646/23]

*669.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 what	
supports,	 facilities	 and	 access	 to	 State	 agencies	 or	 NGOs	 are	 available	 for	 people	 residing	 in	
Columb	Barracks,	Mullingar.	—	Sorca	Clarke.	[54647/23]

*670.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 his	 plans	
to	 ensure	 that	 the	 residents	 of	 Columb	 Barracks	 are	 provided	 with	 safe	 and	 habitable	 living	
conditions;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sorca	Clarke.	[54648/23]
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*671.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	what	plans	
he	has	in	place	to	encourage	integration	between	the	residents	in	Columb	Barracks	and	the	wider	
community	of	Mullingar.	—	Sorca	Clarke.	[54649/23]

*672.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
childcare	 providers	 in	 counties	 Monaghan	 and	 Cavan	 that	 have	 informed	 his	 Department	 or	
associated	agency	of	any	reduction	in	services,	including	reduction	of	hours	or	numbers	serviced,	
since	1	January	2023;	the	service	affected	in	each	instance;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Matt	Carthy.	[54655/23]

*673.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 further	 to	
Parliamentary	Question	No.	141	of	22	November	2023,	if	his	Department	has	in	place	a	conflict	
of	 interest	 policy	 for	 organisations	 funded	or	 part	 funded	by	his	Department;	 and,	 if	 not,	 if	 he	
intends	to	introduce	such	a	policy.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[54680/23]

*674.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	his	views	
on	the	inclusion	of	a	grounds	of	discrimination	based	on	socioeconomic	status	being	added	to	the	
Equality	Acts;	the	timeline	for	the	introduction	of	such	a	ground;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[54683/23]

*675.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	full	year,	
first	year	and	total	funding	budget	of	the	Child	Law	Project.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[54701/23]

*676.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 what	
measures	 are	 being	 proposed	 to	 remove	 the	 significant	 administrative	 delays	 with	 respect	 to	
available	sites	and	premises	 that	are	 ready	 to	provide	 IPAS	accommodation	but	are	waiting	 for	
final	fire	officer	sign	offs	and	so	on;	if	private	fire	safety	specialist	firms	can	be	contracted	to	sign	
off	 such	 sites	 in	order	 to	 reduce	 the	back	 log	and	pressure	on	 local	fire	officers;	 and	 if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Fergus	O’Dowd.	[54703/23]

*677.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
seek	confirmation	from	IPAS,	the	total	number	of	beds	nationwide	that	have	been	offered	to	IPAS	
as	ready	with	certification	by	a	competent	person	in	place,	but	have	yet	to	be	taken	up	by	persons	
seeking	 international	 protection	 and	 are	 awaiting	 a	 further	 inspection	 and	 sign	 off	 by	 the	 fire	
officer;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Fergus	O’Dowd.	[54704/23]

*678.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	cost	to	
establish	a	steering	group	to	consult	on	a	children-in-care	system;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[54721/23]

*679.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 further	 to	
Parliamentary	Question	No.	424	of	14	November	2023,	 the	 reason	his	Department	was	unable	
to	 provide	 the	 name	 of	 the	management	 company	 or	 responsible	 people	 contracted	 to	 provide	
services	 at	Kilbride	Army	Camp;	whether	 he	 is	 now	 in	 a	 position	 to	 provide	 that	 information;	
and,	if	he	is	not,	to	explain	who	IPAS	officials	deal	with	when	they	visit	the	camp;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mick	Barry.	[54738/23]

*680.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	outline,	
regarding	Kilbride	Army	Camp	in	Wicklow,	who	is	responsible	for	the	organisation	of	transport	
to	and	from	the	camp;	to	provide	contact	details	for	a	relevant	person	in	his	Department	who	may	
be	 contacted	 regarding	 transport	 services	 for	 the	 120	 residents;	whether	 funding	will	 be	made	



5387

P.T.O

available	to	improve	the	transport	facilities	at	the	camp;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Mick	Barry.	[54739/23]

*681.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	 report,	
regarding	 the	 visit	 by	 IPAS	 customer	 services	 and	 resident	 welfare	 teams	 to	 Kilbride	 on	 7	
November	2023,	on	the	specific	conclusions	the	teams	reached	about	conditions	at	the	camp	and	
what	steps	will	be	taken	to	improve	same;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mick	
Barry.	[54740/23]

*682.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 what	
arrangements	 are	 in	 place	 to	 ensure	 the	 right	 to	 association	 and	 to	 have	 visitors	 at	 Kilbride	
International	Protection	Centre,	given	it	 is	an	important	element	of	mental	wellbeing;	 if	he	will	
communicate	this	to	all	International	Protection	Centres	and	ensure	these	rights	are	upheld;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mick	Barry.	[54741/23]

*683.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
provide	 a	 detailed	 description	 of	 the	 vetting	 process	 and	 qualification	 requirements	 for	 staff	
working	in	special	emergency	accommodation	for	children	in	care;	if	he	will	clarify	whether	each	
company	has	a	person	in	charge;	and	the	welfare	reporting	mechanism	that	are	in	place	in	these	
companies.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54763/23]

*684.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	 list	 the	
details	of	 the	37	properties	purchased	by	his	Department	 to	house	 IPAS	applicants;	 the	 type	of	
property;	the	size	of	property;	the	county	within	which	each	property	is	located;	the	cost	of	each	
property	 and	 the	 former	 use	 of	 each	 property;	 whether	 the	 properties	 were	 purchased	 on	 the	
open	market	or	 through	private	deals;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Mattie	
McGrath.	[54768/23]

*685.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	persons	currently	in	Direct	Provision	in	Ireland;	and	the	number	who	are	children.	—	Peadar	
Tóibín.	[54774/23]

*686.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	 times	his	Department	has	received	reports	of	arson	or	attacks	on	Direct	Provision	centres	by	
protesters	in	each	of	the	past	three	years	and	to	date	in	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[54775/23]

*687.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	persons	who	have	died	in	the	direct	provision	system	in	each	of	the	past	ten	years	and	to	date	
in	2023;	and	if	details	can	be	provided	on	age	at	death,	and	cause	of	death,	 in	tabular	form.	—	
Peadar	Tóibín.	[54776/23]

*688.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
list	the	Direct	Provision	centres	currently	operating	in	the	State;	the	amounts	paid	to	each	in	each	
of	the	past	five	years;	and	the	number	of	persons	living	in	each	centre	currently.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	
[54777/23]

*689.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 the	 total	
number	of	persons	seeking	asylum	in	Ireland	who	have	been	homeless	at	the	end	of	each	week,	
over	the	past	three	years,	in	tabular	form.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[54778/23]
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*690.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	separated	children	or	unaccompanied	minors	who	have	sought	asylum	in	Ireland	in	each	of	the	
past	36	months.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[54779/23]

*691.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 the	 key	
policy	achievements	realised	and	new	initiatives	taken	by	his	Department	during	2023;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54781/23]

*692.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	WTE	 staff	 in	 each	of	 the	Cork	CDNTs	 and	 the	 number	 considered	 a	 full	 cohort	 by	 role,	 in	
tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54819/23]

*693.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	children	currently	awaiting	a	first	appointment	and	treatment	 in	each	of	 the	Cork	CDNTs	by	
waiting	time,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54820/23]

*694.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	cost	to	increase	the	Building	Blocks	Improvement	Grant	allocation	by	10%,	20%,	25%	
and	50%.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[54880/23]

*695.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	 a	 child	
(details	supplied)	with	ASD	who	cannot	secure	a	school	placement	can	remain	in	pre-school	for	
an	additional	year	provided	there	is	space	in	the	pre-school;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Mattie	McGrath.	[54929/23]

*696.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	 a	 child	
(details	supplied)	with	ASD	who	cannot	secure	a	school	placement	can	remain	in	pre-school	for	
an	additional	year	provided	there	is	space	in	the	pre-school;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Mattie	McGrath.	[54930/23]

*697.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	how	many	
fully	 trained	specialist	 interviewers	are	within	Tusla	at	present;	and	 the	areas	 in	which	 they	are	
located,	in	tabular	form.	—	Alan	Kelly.	[54940/23]

*698.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	high	support	disability	residential	placements	available	in	County	Tipperary	in	2021,	2022	and	
to	date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Alan	Kelly.	[54941/23]

*699.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	if	the	email	
system	for	the	Department	was	changed	this	year;	if	so,	the	reason	for	this	change;	whether	the	
Department	has	access	to	the	previous	system;	if	not,	what	has	happened	to	all	of	 this	personal	
information,	and	how	many	people	are	affected	by	this.	—	Paul	Murphy.	[54958/23]

*700.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	vacant	and	derelict	properties	and	sites	that	are	owned	by	his	Department;	his	plans	to	bring	
each	of	these	properties	and	sites	into	use;	where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55040/23]

*701.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
provide	a	response	to	the	correspondence	regarding	the	concerns	of	a	pre-school	provider	(details	
supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[55062/23]
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*702.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	 review	
the	case	of	a	person	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	
Lowry.	[55092/23]

*703.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 the	 status	
of	 an	 application	 for	 the	 affordable	 childcare	 scheme	 submitted	 on	 16	 October	 2023	 (details	
supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55156/23]

*704.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 if	 a	
student	(details	supplied)	will	be	given	the	opportunity	to	continue	their	studies	in	a	school	until	
December	2025.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[55157/23]

*705.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	 individuals	 who	 have	 been	 granted	 refugee	 status	 and	 remain	 resident	 in	 direct	 provision	
centres;	and	the	number	of	these	individuals	who	have	been	relocated	to	another	direct	provision	
centre	since	receiving	refugee	status.	—	Holly	Cairns.	[55182/23]

*706.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 he	 is	
aware	that	a	school	(details	supplied)	is	closing	at	year	end;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[55199/23]

*707.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	 Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 his	main	
policy	and	legislative	priorities	for	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	
Crowe.	[55202/23]

*708.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 for	 a	
breakdown	including	ECCE	pay,	AIM	pay	of	the	€308.2	million	provided	for	in	line	B.3	of	the	
revised	estimates	for	2023.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[55244/23]

*709.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	to	confirm	
the	estimates	given	in	Parliamentary	Question	No.	145	of	6	December	2023	includes	ECCE	and	
AIM	staff.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[55245/23]

*710.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	 Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 urgent	
respite	can	be	provided	for	a	person	(details	supplied)	in	Donegal;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Pádraig	Mac	Lochlainn.	[55265/23]

*711.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 the	action	
taken	 to	 support	 the	 childcare	 and	early	years	 sector	 since	27	 June	2020.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	
[55284/23]

*712.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 he	 is	
aware	that	the	previously	funded	programme	under	a	waiting	list	initiative,	‘More	Than	Words’,	
considered	to	be	an	efficient	and	effective	outsourcing	of	clinical	specialist	skills,	in	the	context	
of	 the	disability	 teams	 inability	 to	provide	 timely	 intervention	 to	children,	who	 in	Wicklow	are	
waiting	up	to	five	years	+	for	the	commencement	of	their	ASD	interventions,	has	been	cancelled;	
if	he	 is	aware	 that	 the	programme	cancellation	will	constitute	a	 failure	 in	duty	of	care	 to	 these	
children;	what	measures	are	in	place	to	replace	the	programme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Jennifer	Whitmore.	[55303/23]
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*713.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	first	year,	full	year	and	annual	costs	to	reduce	childcare	fees	by	20%	in	year	one,	40%	
in	year	two,	60%	in	year	three,	80%	in	year	four	and	100%	in	year	five.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	
[55306/23]

*714.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 when	 it	
is	 intended	to	 introduce	 legislation	 to	ensure	 that	pregnant	women	with	cancer	are	not	 required	
to	use	their	maternity	leave	entitlement	to	cover	periods	during	which	they	are	in	treatment.	—	
Ivana	Bacik.	[55314/23]

*715.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
estimated	 annual,	 first	 year	 and	 full	 year	 cost	 to	 increase	 the	 aftercare	 payment	 for	 all	 young	
people	 up	 to	 the	 age	 of	 23	 years	 irrespective	whether	 they	 are	 in	 full-time	 education;	 and	 the	
annual	costs	over	a	five-year	period.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[55335/23]

*716.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	how	many	
of	those	residing	in	direct	provision	have	deportation	orders	against	them.	—	Pa	Daly.	[55400/23]

*717.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 he	 has	
a	 established	 a	 dedicated	 funded	 programme	 to	 achieve	 implementation	 of	UNCRPD;	 and	 his	
plans	to	provide	resources	for	the	establishment	of	a	uniform	approach	to	the	provision	of	local	
authority	access	officers.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[55414/23]

*718.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	 review	
correspondence	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Niamh	
Smyth.	[55434/23]

*719.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	 review	
correspondence	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Niamh	
Smyth.	[55435/23]

*720.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	people	who	are	recorded	by	his	Department	as	being	resident	in	accommodation	provided	by	
the	International	Protection	Accommodation	Service;	the	number	of	whom	are	children,	including	
people	who	 are	 resident	 in	 direct	 provision	 centres	 and	 in	 temporary	 accommodation	 in	 hotels	
and	guesthouses,	broken	down	by	their	length	of	stay,	and	whether	they	are	an	adult	or	a	child,	in	
tabular	form.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55436/23]

*721.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	 persons	 currently	 residing	 in	 direct	 provision	 centres	 in	 the	 State	 who	 have	 qualified	 for	
refugee	status	but	continue	to	reside	in	direct	provision	centres.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55437/23]

*722.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	supports	
or	 assistance	 programmes,	 services	 or	 phonelines	 available	 to	 persons	 who	 have	 qualified	 for	
refugee	status	to	help	them	move	out	of	direct	provision	centres.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[55438/23]

*723.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 to	 review	
correspondence	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Niamh	
Smyth.	[55439/23]
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Chun an Aire Sláinte: To the Minister for Health.

*724.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	there	are	plans	to	provide	further	funding	to	the	groups	
that	organise	meals	on	wheels	which	is	a	valuable	service	to	our	elderly	in	view	of	the	rising	costs	
of	 fuel,	 staffing	and	 the	 increase	of	five	 sick	days	a	year	 for	employees;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[54450/23]

*725.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 persons	 on	 the	 waiting	 list	 to	 see	 a	
consultant	plastic	surgeon	at	Naas	General	Hospital.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54465/23]

*726.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	he	will	advise	which	hospitals	have	MRI	machines	that	
are	compatible	with	a	pace-maker,	in	tabular	form.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54466/23]

*727.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 number	 of	 young	 persons	 on	CAMHS	waiting	 list	
waiting	 on	 ADHD	 supports;	 and	 the	 length	 of	 time	 that	 young	 persons	 with	 ADHD	 are	 on	
CAMHS	list	in	CHO7.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54467/23]

*728.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 if	 he	will	 provide	 a	 schedule	of	 headings	under	which	
the	 €7.3	million	 funding	 for	 the	National	 Stroke	 Strategy	was	 spent	 on	 in	 2023.	—	Catherine	
Murphy.	[54468/23]

*729.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	pharmacies	operating	in	Dublin	on	a	24-
hour	 basis;	 and	 if	 pharmacies	 providing	 a	 service	 outside	 of	 standard	 hours	 receive	 a	 subsidy	
from	the	HSE.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54469/23]

*730.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 if	 the	dispute	between	his	Department	and	dentists	has	
been	resolved	in	order	to	allow	persons	with	medical	cards	to	access	free	dental	care;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Canney.	[54486/23]

*731.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 steps	 he	 is	 taking	 to	 ensure	 that	 alcohol	 price	
reductions	on	the	basis	of	a	customer	having	a	supermarket	loyalty	card	are	not	in	breach	of	the	
Public	Health	Act	(Alcohol)	2018;	the	engagements	he	has	had	with	supermarkets	on	this	issue;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[54494/23]

*732.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	persons	waiting	as	of	1	December	2023	or	
the	nearest	available	date	for	an	MRI	scan	in	the	Children’s	Hospital	Group,	the	Dublin	Midlands	
Hospital	Group,	the	Ireland	East	Hospital	Group,	the	RCSI	Hospital	Group,	the	Saolta	University	
Health	 Care	 Group,	 the	 South/South	 West	 Hospital	 Group	 and	 the	 University	 of	 Limerick	
Hospital	Group,	for	 less	 than	6,	6-12,	12-18	and	more	 than	18	months,	 in	 tabular	form.	—	Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[54498/23]

*733.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	people	waiting	as	of	1	December	2023	or	
the	nearest	available	date	for	a	CT	scan	in	the	Children’s	Hospital	Group,	 the	Dublin	Midlands	
Hospital	Group,	the	Ireland	East	Hospital	Group,	the	RCSI	Hospital	Group,	the	Saolta	University	
Health	 Care	 Group,	 the	 South/South	 West	 Hospital	 Group	 and	 the	 University	 of	 Limerick	
Hospital	Group,	for	less	than	6,	6-12,	12-18	months	and	more	than	18	months,	in	tabular	form.	—	
Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54499/23]

*734.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	people	waiting	as	of	1	December	2023	or	
the	nearest	available	date	for	a	bone	scan	in	the	Children’s	Hospital	Group,	the	Dublin	Midlands	
Hospital	Group,	the	Ireland	East	Hospital	Group,	the	RCSI	Hospital	Group,	the	Saolta	University	
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Health	 Care	 Group,	 the	 South/South	 West	 Hospital	 Group	 and	 the	 University	 of	 Limerick	
Hospital	Group,	for	 less	 than	6,	6-12,	12-18	and	more	 than	18	months,	 in	 tabular	form.	—	Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[54500/23]

*735.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 the	 number	 of	 people	 waiting	 as	 of	 1	
December	2023	or	the	nearest	available	date	for	an	angiogram	in	the	Children’s	Hospital	Group,	
the	 Dublin	 Midlands	 Hospital	 Group,	 the	 Ireland	 East	 Hospital	 Group,	 the	 RCSI	 Hospital	
Group,	the	Saolta	University	Health	Care	Group,	the	South/South	West	Hospital	Group	and	the	
University	of	Limerick	Hospital	Group,	for	than	6	months;	6-12,	12-18	and	more	than	18	months,	
in	tabular	form.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54501/23]

*736.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 to	 detail	 in	 tabular	 format	 the	 number	 of	
people	waiting	as	of	1	December	2023	or	the	nearest	available	date	for	an	electroencephalogram	
in	the	Children’s	Hospital	Group,	the	Dublin	Midlands	Hospital	Group,	the	Ireland	East	Hospital	
Group,	 the	 RCSI	 Hospital	 Group,	 the	 Saolta	 University	 Health	 Care	 Group,	 the	 South/South	
West	Hospital	Group	and	the	University	of	Limerick	Hospital	Group,	for	 the	following	waiting	
periods;	less	than	6,	6-12,	12-18	and	more	than	18	months,	in	tabular	form.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	
[54502/23]

*737.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 to	 detail	 in	 tabular	 format	 the	 number	 of	
people	waiting	as	of	1	December	2023	or	the	nearest	available	date	for	cholangiopancreatography	
(ERCP)	in	the	Children’s	Hospital	Group,	the	Dublin	Midlands	Hospital	Group,	the	Ireland	East	
Hospital	Group,	the	RCSI	Hospital	Group,	the	Saolta	University	Health	Care	Group,	the	South/
South	West	Hospital	Group	and	the	University	of	Limerick	Hospital	Group,	for	less	than	6,	6-12,	
12-18	and	more	than	18	months,	in	tabular	form.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54503/23]

*738.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	people	waiting	as	of	1	December	2023	or	
the	 nearest	 available	 date	 for	 an	 ultrasound	 scan	 in	 the	Children’s	Hospital	Group,	 the	Dublin	
Midlands	Hospital	Group,	the	Ireland	East	Hospital	Group,	the	RCSI	Hospital	Group,	the	Saolta	
University	 Health	 Care	 Group,	 the	 South/South	 West	 Hospital	 Group	 and	 the	 University	 of	
Limerick	Hospital	Group,	for	6	months;	6-12,	12-18	and	more	than	18	months,	in	tabular	form.	
—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54504/23]

*739.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	people	waiting	as	of	1	December	2023	or	
the	nearest	available	date	for	an	electrocardiogram	(ECG)	in	the	Children’s	Hospital	Group,	the	
Dublin	Midlands	Hospital	Group,	the	Ireland	East	Hospital	Group,	the	RCSI	Hospital	Group,	the	
Saolta	University	Health	Care	Group,	the	South/South	West	Hospital	Group	and	the	University	of	
Limerick	Hospital	Group,	for	less	than	6,	6-12,	12-18	and	more	than	18	months,	in	tabular	form.	
—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54505/23]

*740.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	number	of	people	on	 the	physiotherapy	waiting	 list	
and	within	 that	 the	 number	waiting	 less	 than	 6	 ,	 6-12,	 12-18	 and	more	 than	 18	months	 as	 of	
1	December	 2023	 or	 latest	 date	 available;	 and	 if	 he	would	 indicate	 also	 for	 each	 category	 the	
numbers	waiting	aged	0-4,	5-17,	18-64	and	aged	65	plus,	for	each	LHO	area,	in	tabular	form.	—	
Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54510/23]

*741.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	people	on	the	speech	and	language	therapy	
assessment	waiting	list	and	within	that	the	number	waiting	less	than	6,	6-12,	12-18	and	more	than	
18	months;	and	if	he	would	indicate	also	for	each	category	the	number	waiting	aged	0-17	years	
and	those	aged	18	and	above,	for	each	LHO	area	as	of	1	December	2023	or	latest	date	available,	
in	tabular	form.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54511/23]
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*742.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	people	on	the	speech	and	language	therapy	
initial	treatment	waiting	list	and	within	that	the	number	waiting	less	than	6,	6-12,	12-18	and	more	
than	18	months;	and	 if	he	would	 indicate	also	for	each	category	 the	number	waiting	aged	0-17	
years	 and	 those	 aged	 18	 and	 above,	 for	 each	LHO	 area	 as	 of	 1	December	 2023	 or	 latest	 date	
available,	in	tabular	from.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54512/23]

*743.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	people	on	the	speech	and	language	therapy	
further	 treatment	waiting	 list	 and	within	 that	 the	 number	waiting	 less	 than	 6,	 6-12,	 12-18	 and	
more	than	18	months;	and	if	he	would	indicate	also	for	each	category	the	number	waiting	aged	
0-17	years	and	those	aged	18	and	above,	for	each	LHO	area	as	of	1	December	2023	or	latest	date	
available,	in	tabular	from.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54513/23]

*744.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 number	 of	 people	 in	 each	LHO	area	waiting	 for	 a	
podiatry	 appointment	 in	 primary	 care	 as	 of	 1	December	 2023	 or	 the	 latest	 date	 available;	 and	
the	 number	 waiting	 less	 than	 6,	 6-12,	 12-18	 and	 more	 than	 18	 months.	—	 Jim	 O’Callaghan.	
[54514/23]

*745.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	number	of	people	 in	each	LHO	area	waiting	for	an	
ophthalmology	appointment	in	primary	care	as	of	1	December	2023	or	the	latest	date	available;	
and	the	number	waiting	less	than	6,	6-12,	12-18	and	more	than	18	months.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	
[54515/23]

*746.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	number	of	people	 in	each	LHO	area	waiting	for	an	
audiology	appointment	 in	primary	care	as	of	1	December	2023	or	 the	 latest	date	available;	and	
the	 number	 waiting	 less	 than	 6,	 6-12,	 12-18	 and	 more	 than	 18	 months.	—	 Jim	 O’Callaghan.	
[54516/23]

*747.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 people	 in	 each	 LHO	 area	 waiting	 for	
a	 dietetics	 appointment	 in	 primary	 care	 as	 of	 1	December	 or	 the	 latest	 date	 available;	 and	 the	
number	 waiting	 less	 than	 6,	 6-12,	 12-18	 and	 more	 than	 18	 months.	 —	 Jim	 O’Callaghan.	
[54517/23]

*748.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 number	 of	 people	 in	 each	LHO	area	waiting	 for	 a	
psychology	 appointment	 in	 primary	 care	 as	 of	 1	 December	 2023	 or	 the	 latest	 date	 available;	
and	the	number	waiting	less	than	6,	6-12,	12-18	and	more	than	18	months.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	
[54518/23]

*749.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 number	 of	 people	 in	 each	LHO	area	waiting	 for	 a	
counselling	 appointment	 in	 primary	 care	 as	 of	 1	 December	 2023	 or	 the	 latest	 date	 available;	
and	the	number	waiting	less	than	6,	6-12,	12-18	and	more	than	18	months.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	
[54519/23]

*750.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 number	 of	 people	 in	 each	LHO	area	waiting	 for	 a	
child	and	adolescent	mental	health	services	appointment	as	of	1	December	2023	or	the	latest	date	
available;	 and	 the	 number	waiting	 less	 than	 6,	 6-12,	 12-18	 and	more	 than	 18	months.	—	 Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[54520/23]

*751.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 home	 support	 hours	 currently	 being	
provided	in	each	LHO	area	as	of	1	December	2023	or	the	latest	date	available;	how	that	compares	
to	 target	 in	each	LHO	for	 the	same	time	period;	 the	number	of	people	currently	on	 the	waiting	
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list	for	home	support	hours	in	each	LHO	area;	and	the	number	waiting	less	than	6	6-12	12-18	and	
more	than	18	months,	in	tabular	form.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54521/23]

*752.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 persons	 awaiting	 placement	 under	 the	
fair	deal	scheme	as	of	1	December	2023,	or	 latest	date	available;	 the	average	waiting	 time;	 the	
number	of	persons	currently	awaiting	placement	under	the	scheme;	and	the	length	of	time	waiting	
for	each	LHO	area,	in	tabular	form.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54522/23]

*753.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	number	of	children	admitted	 to	adult	mental	health	
units	 to	 date	 in	 2023;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Jim	 O’Callaghan.	
[54525/23]

*754.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 number	 of	 public	 patients	 that	 have	 been	 removed	
from	outpatient	lists	in	2023	as	a	result	of	a	validation	exercise	and	not	as	a	result	of	having	an	
appointment	with	 a	 consultant	 for	 each	 public	 and	 voluntary	 hospital,	 in	 tabular	 form.	—	 Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[54526/23]

*755.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 number	 of	medical	 cards	 as	 of	 1	December	 2023;	
the	number	of	general	practitioner	cards	on	the	same	date;	and	the	number	for	each	type	of	card	
issued	on	a	discretionary	basis	on	that	date.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54527/23]

*756.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 delayed	 discharges	 in	 each	 at	 the	 end	
of	November	2023	 for	each	public/voluntary	hospital;	and	 the	 total	number	 to	date	 in	2023,	 in	
tabular	form.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54528/23]

*757.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 bed	 days	 lost	 in	 each	 owing	 to	
delayed	 discharges	 to	 date	 in	 2023	 for	 each	 public/voluntary	 hospital,	 in	 tabular	 form.	—	 Jim	
O’Callaghan.	[54529/23]

*758.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 patients	 aged	 75	 years	 or	 over	 that	
experienced	 an	 emergency	 department	 wait	 time	 more	 than	 24	 hours	 during	 Q3	 2023;	 the	
total	 number	 to	 date	 in	 2023;	 and	 the	 hospitals	where	 the	wait	 occurred.	—	 Jim	O’Callaghan.	
[54530/23]

*759.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	ambulance	attendances	at	each	emergency	
department	nationwide	in	Q3	2023;	the	number	of	such	ambulances	that	waited	longer	than	of	20	
minutes	to	hand	over	patients,	get	their	trolleys	back	and	return	to	responding	to	calls;	the	number	
that	waited	longer	than	40,	60,	90	more	than	120	and	more	than	180	minutes	for	same,	in	tabular	
from.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[54531/23]

*760.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 if	 it	 is	 possible	 for	 a	 person	 on	 a	GP	 visit	 card	 to	 be	
assigned	 to	 another	GP	 practice	 locally,	 in	 circumstances	where	 they	wish	 to	 change	GPs	 but	
other	GPs	in	the	area	are	stating	that	they	do	not	have	spare	capacity	to	take	a	patient	on;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jackie	Cahill.	[54550/23]

*761.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 if	 he	will	 outline	 the	 funding	made	 available	 in	 2021,	
2022	and	2023	to	the	HSE	orthodontic	treatment	waiting	list	initiative	through	the	National	Oral	
Health	Office;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ruairí	Ó	Murchú.	[54551/23]
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*762.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 total	 funding	being	made	available	 in	2024	 for	 the	
HSE	orthodontic	treatment	waiting	list	initiative	through	the	National	Oral	Health	Office;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ruairí	Ó	Murchú.	[54552/23]

*763.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	how	many	5a	waiting	list	patients	were	seen	in	the	CHO8	
area	 under	 the	HSE	 orthodontic	 treatment	waiting	 list	 initiative	 in	 2021,	 2022	 and	 2023;	 how	
much	was	 spent	 on	 this	 category	 for	 the	 same	 years;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	
matter.	—	Ruairí	Ó	Murchú.	[54553/23]

*764.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	how	many	grade	4	waiting	list	patients	were	seen	in	the	
CHO8	area	under	the	HSE	orthodontic	treatment	waiting	list	initiative	in	2021,	2022	and	2023;	
how	much	was	spent	on	this	category	for	the	same	years;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Ruairí	Ó	Murchú.	[54554/23]

*765.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 rate	 of	 payment,	 under	 the	 fair	 deal	 scheme,	 to	
nursing	homes	when	this	scheme	was	first	introduced	in	2009;	to	outline	the	increases	that	were	
approved	and	paid	since	 then;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Ring.	
[54556/23]

*766.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	the	HSE	owns	properties	or	sites	which	are	vacant	or	
derelict;	if	so,	the	number	and	addresses	of	such	properties;	if	they	are	recorded	on	the	vacancy	or	
dereliction	registers;	and	the	reason	for	which	they	are	not	in	use,	in	tabular	form.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	
[54558/23]

*767.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 if	 there	 is	a	unified	payment	 to	all	nursing	homes	paid	
under	the	fair	deal	scheme;	if	this	scheme	has	a	varied	rate	of	payment	to	set	out	the	criteria	for	
such	variations;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Ring.	[54560/23]

*768.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	average	payment	to	nursing	homes	under	the	fair	deal	
scheme	in	the	Dublin	area;	if	he	will	compare	this	rate	to	the	average	rate	paid	to	nursing	homes	
in	County	Mayo;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Ring.	[54574/23]

*769.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 if	 consideration	will	 be	 given	 to	 having	 nitrous	 oxide	
categorised	as	an	illegal	drug	and	unlawful	to	possess,	given	the	recent	warning	from	a	leading	
neurologist	regarding	the	dangers	associated	with	the	use	of	nitrous	oxide	among	young	people,	
with	up	 to	 ten	patients	a	month	presenting	 to	one	Dublin	hospital	with	some	patients	 requiring	
inpatient	rehabilitation	due	to	the	injuries	sustained	from	inhaling	this	drug	with	many	streets	and	
public	open	spaces	littered	with	these	canisters;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Duncan	Smith.	[54578/23]

*770.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 if	 an	 urgent	 appointment	 can	 be	 granted	 to	 a	 person	
(details	supplied).	—	Chris	Andrews.	[54579/23]

*771.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	in	relation	to	career	path	progression	for	consultants,	what	
training	schemes	must	be	completed	by	doctors	that	rise	to	the	level	of	consultant;	and	if	he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[54602/23]

*772.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	a	person	(details	supplied)	can	get	another	appointment	
with	any	peritonium	consultant	within	the	HSE;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Niamh	Smyth.	[54610/23]
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*773.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	additional	funding	will	be	provided	to	meals	on	wheels	
providers	(details	supplied)	to	cover	increases	to	minimum	wage	increases;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[54614/23]

*774.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 ,	 similarly	 to	 the	 UK,	 the	 breast	 cancer	 treatment	
anastrozole	will	be	licensed	as	an	option	for	preventing	the	disease	in	high-risk	women	in	Ireland;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Duncan	Smith.	[54619/23]

*775.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	steps	he	proposes	to	take	on	foot	of	correspondence	
received	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Michael	 Creed.	
[54622/23]

*776.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 policies	 in	 place	 at	 all	 public	 hospitals	 providing	
abortions	 services	 for	 conscientious	 objectors;	what	 protections	 are	 afforded	 to	 staff	who	wish	
to	exercise	their	right	to	conscientious	objection	in	performing	or	assisting	with	the	provision	of	
abortion	services;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[54625/23]

*777.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	a	child	(details	supplied)	can	get	an	appointment	with	
CAMHS;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[54627/23]

*778.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 to	 confirm	 the	 reason	 that	 a	 person	 (details	 supplied)	
who	 has	 a	 diagnosis	 of	 paranoid	 schizoaffective	 disorder,	 dementia	 and	 several	 other	 physical	
health	difficulties	including	a	visual	impairment,	COPD,	hypertension	and	arthritis	and	has	been	
a	patient	of	St.	Vincent’s	Hospital,	Fairview,	Dublin	for	 the	past	 two-and-a-half	years,	who	has	
had	their	funding	request	for	placement	with	a	nursing	home	(details	supplied)	approved,	will	be	
transferred	to	this	facility;	the	reason	for	the	delay	in	transfer;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Colm	Burke.	[54639/23]

*779.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 if	 he	will	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 the	 appointment	 of	 a	
new	coordinator	 for	 the	Finglas-Cabra	 local	drug	and	alcohol	 task	 force;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Neasa	Hourigan.	[54651/23]

*780.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 if	 there	 is	a	conflict	of	 interest	policy	 for	organisations	
funded	or	part	 funded	by	his	Department	 in	 respect	of	gambling,	 similar	 to	 the	HSE’s	Alcohol	
Partnership	Policy;	and,	if	not,	if	he	will	introduce	such	a	policy.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[54681/23]

*781.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 if	 there	 was	 ever	 a	 proposal	 for	 a	 nursing	 home	 at	 a	
location	 (details	 supplied)	 County	Wexford;	 and	 if	 he	 can	 confirm	 reports	 that	 HIQA	 advised	
against	it.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[54707/23]

*782.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	mechanisms	through	which	medical	staff	can	report	
that	 their	 conscientious	 objection	 to	 carrying	 out	 or	 participating	 in	 an	 abortion	 procedure	 are	
not	being	respected	by	their	employers;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Peadar	
Tóibín.	[54708/23]

*783.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	a	hospital	appointment	will	be	expedited	for	a	person	
(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[54709/23]

*784.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 average	 waiting	 time	 to	 see	 a	 consultant	
ophthalmologist	at	the	Mater	Hospital.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54753/23]
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*785.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	primary	care	centres	within	CHO9	that	have	clinical	
specialist	ultra	sonographers	based	there	in	the	years	of	2022	and	to	date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form.	
—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54754/23]

*786.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	people	who	have	undergone	genetic	testing	
in	St	James’s	Hospital	in	2022	and	to	date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54755/23]

*787.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 how	 the	 €5.2	 million	 allocation	 on	 the	 healthy	 age-
friendly	homes	programme	was	spent	in	2023.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54756/23]

*788.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	consultant	paediatric	orthopaedic	surgeons	
working	 in	 the	 public	 health	 services;	 his	 plans	 to	 expand	 this	 number;	 and	 the	 international	
recommended	best	practice	 ratio	 for	paediatric	orthopaedic	 surgeons,	 to	population	and	current	
ratios.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54757/23]

*789.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 radiographers	 required	 to	 ensure	
BreastCheck	 screenings	 take	 place	 every	 two	 years	 for	 those	who	 are	 eligible;	 and	 how	many	
radiographers	currently	work	for	BreastCheck.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54758/23]

*790.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 primary	 care	 centres	 within	 CHO7	 that	 have	
substance	abuse	services	specific	to	youths	aged	under	18.	—	Paul	Donnelly.	[54759/23]

*791.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	when	a	child	(details	supplied)	will	be	called	for	speech	
and	language	therapy.	—	Robert	Troy.	[54773/23]

*792.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	key	policy	achievements	realised	and	new	initiatives	
taken	by	his	Department	during	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	
Devlin.	[54789/23]

*793.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 estimated	 timeline	 for	 the	 reopening	 of	Keltoi.	—	
Thomas	Gould.	[54817/23]

*794.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 estimated	 timeline	 for	 delivery	of	 the	new	elective	
hospital	in	Cork	and	when	this	will	be	fully	operational.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54818/23]

*795.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	average	wait	time	by	residential	addiction	treatment	
facility.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54821/23]

*796.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 number	 of	 children	 in	 Cork	 currently	 awaiting	 an	
appointment	for	audiology	by	waiting	time,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54822/23]

*797.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 number	 of	 children	 in	 Cork	 currently	 awaiting	 an	
appointment	for	ophthalmology	by	waiting	time,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54823/23]

*798.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 children	 in	 Cork	 currently	 awaiting	 a	
scoliosis	operation	in	Cork	by	waiting	time,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54824/23]

*799.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	number	of	WTE	staff	 in	each	of	 the	Cork	CAMHS	
teams	 and	 the	 number	 considered	 a	 full	 cohort	 by	 role,	 in	 tabular	 form.	 —	 Thomas	 Gould.	
[54825/23]
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*800.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 for	 an	 update	 on	 the	 proposed	 supervised	 injection	
facilities	in	Dublin,	Cork	and	Limerick.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54826/23]

*801.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	for	an	update	on	the	provision	of	primary	care	centres	in	
Blarney,	Mayfield	and	Glanmire.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54827/23]

*802.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	GMS	GPs	in	Cork	by	LHO	in	2017	and	as	
of	the	latest	date	available	in	2023.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54828/23]

*803.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	number	of	GMS	patients	 in	Cork,	by	LHO	in	2017	
and	the	latest	date	available	in	2023.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54829/23]

*804.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	to	provide	a	soft	copy	of	the	report	of	the	review	by	the	
HSE	of	the	model	of	care	with	regard	to	remote	consultation	as	part	of	termination	of	pregnancy;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Carol	Nolan.	[54869/23]

*805.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	when	the	56-hour	dementia	intensive	home	care	package	
for	a	91-year-old	dementia	sufferer,	who	is	on	a	waiting	list	since	August	2023,	will	be	provided	
in	 full	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	Matt	 Shanahan.	
[54885/23]

*806.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	it	is	correct	that	an	organisation	(details	supplied)	has	
been	 given	 an	 instruction	 by	 the	HSE	not	 to	 feed	 or	 give	 any	fluids,	 only	 to	 provide	 personal	
hygiene	and	activities	to	a	91-year-old	dementia	patient	that	they	take	care	of	for	seven	hours	per	
week;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Matt	Shanahan.	[54891/23]

*807.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 to	 provide	 a	 breakdown	 of	 claims	 made	 to	 the	 State	
Claims	Agency	 related	 to	 the	 Health	 (Regulation	 of	 Termination	 of	 Pregnancy)	Act	 2018,	 by	
categorisation	of	 severity	 from	1	 January	2019	 to	date	 in	2023,	 in	 tabular	 form;	 and	 if	 he	will	
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Noel	Grealish.	[54914/23]

*808.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 his	 views	 on	 the	 need	 for	 an	 inquiry	 into	 the	 national	
Covid	response;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[54935/23]

*809.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	number	of	 children	with	 scoliosis	 on	 the	operating	
waiting	 list,	 by	 hospital;	 and	 the	 number	 of	 those	 who	 have	 complex	 needs.	 —	Alan	 Kelly.	
[54949/23]

*810.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	for	a	breakdown,	in	tabular	form,	of	the	number	of	staff	
employed	by	each	drug	and	alcohol	task	force;	and	the	number	at	each	staff	level.	—	Alan	Kelly.	
[54950/23]

*811.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	WTE	consultant	intervention	cardiologists	
at	 Cork	 University	 Hospital	 in	 2022	 and	 to	 date	 in	 2023,	 in	 tabular	 form.	 —	 Alan	 Kelly.	
[54951/23]

*812.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	
Question	 No.	 1495	 of	 18	 January	 2023,	 what	 payments	 have	 been	 made	
per	 month	 to	 the	 company	 by	 the	 hospital	 in	 2022	 to	 date	 in	 2023.	 
.	—	Sean	Sherlock.	[54953/23]
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*813.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	how	many	discretionary	medical	cards	were	granted	 in	
Mayo	in	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Alan	Dillon.	[54963/23]

*814.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	vacant	and	derelict	properties	and	sites	that	
are	owned	by	his	Department;	his	plans	to	bring	each	of	these	properties	and	sites	into	use;	where	
no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	
Bacik.	[55048/23]

*815.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	when	a	child	(details	supplied)	will	have	his	much-needed	
surgery	carried	out	in	Temple	Street	Hospital.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[55058/23]

*816.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 current	 position	 regarding	progress	 in	 relation	 to	 a	
project	(details	supplied).	—	Sean	Fleming.	[55061/23]

*817.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	when	a	person	(details	supplied)	will	have	a	new	scooter	
provided;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[55076/23]

*818.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	 Question	 No.	 247	 of	 16	
November	2023,	concerning	homebirth	services	in	north	Tipperary	and	CHO3,	when	the	services	
were	 suspended	 on	 a	 temporary	 basis	 in	 CHO3;	 when	 the	 external	 review	 of	 the	 homebirth	
services	commenced;	how	long	is	the	external	review	expected	to	take;	when	the	review	will	be	
completed	and	its	findings	made	public;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	
Lowry.	[55141/23]

*819.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 average	 response	 time	 of	 ambulances	 in	 west	
County	Cork;	the	number	of	ambulances	ordinarily	based	at	each	location;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Holly	Cairns.	[55183/23]

*820.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 for	 an	 update	 on	 the	 establishment	 and	 operation	 of	
neuro-rehabilitations	 teams	 to	be	 set	up	 in	every	CHO;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Marian	Harkin.	[55198/23]

*821.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	his	main	policy	and	legislative	priorities	for	2024;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55210/23]

*822.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 reason	 a	 person	 (details	 supplied)	 has	 to	 wait	 12	
months	 for	 an	 appointment;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	matter.	—	Niamh	 Smyth.	
[55221/23]

*823.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 persons	 in	 counties	 Roscommon	 and	
Galway,	respectively,	who	submitted	an	application	for	homecare	to	date	in	2023;	the	number	of	
applications	that	were	approved;	the	number	of	persons	in	the	counties	waiting	for	care;	and	the	
average	waiting	time	that	they	have	been	waiting	for	homecare.	—	Claire	Kerrane.	[55225/23]

*824.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 to	 outline	 the	 position	 regarding	 the	 filling	 of	 new	
and	 replacement	 posts	 in	 a	 staff	 category	 in	 the	HSE	 (details	 supplied);	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[55229/23]

*825.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	to	outline	his	views	in	relation	to	the	pausing	of	vacancies	
and	the	impact	it	can	have	on	key	locations	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[55233/23]
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*826.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	he	is	aware	that	an	elderly	person	has	been	waiting	for	
over	a	year	for	a	special	bed	for	their	home	and	still	has	not	received	one;	the	rationale	for	this	
(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pat	Buckley.	[55243/23]

*827.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	old	time	equivalent	dental	surgeons	in	each	
of	the	CH0	regions	who	are	currently	involved	in	the	public	dental	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[55275/23]

*828.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 the	 locations	where	 people	who	 require	 serious	 dental	
treatment	 (details	supplied)	can	obtain	 this	 in	 the	State;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	
matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[55278/23]

*829.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 for	 an	 update	 on	 the	 actions,	 funding	 and	 resources	
provided	 by	 Government	 to	 tackle	 substance	 addiction;	 if	 he	 will	 detail	 in	 tabular	 form	 for	
each	 local	 health	 office	 area	 funding	 provided	 for	 each;	 the	 number	 of	 residential	 detox	 beds	
available	in	each;	and	the	number	of	people	on	waiting	lists	for	detox	beds.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	
[55282/23]

*830.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	main	initiatives	he	has	taken	to	develop	and	expand	
mental	health	services	since	27	June	2020;	the	additional	funding	provided	in	successive	budgets;	
his	plans	for	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[55290/23]

*831.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	main	initiatives	he	has	taken	to	develop	and	expand	
health	services	for	older	people	since	27	June	2020;	the	additional	funding	provided	in	successive	
budgets;	his	plans	for	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	
[55291/23]

*832.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	main	initiatives	he	has	taken	to	develop	and	expand	
primary	care	services	since	27	June	2020;	the	additional	funding	provided	in	successive	budgets;	
his	plans	for	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[55292/23]

*833.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	main	initiatives	he	has	taken	to	develop	and	expand	
general	practitioner	 services	 since	27	 June	2020;	 the	 additional	 funding	provided	 in	 successive	
budgets;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[55293/23]

*834.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	main	initiatives	he	has	taken	to	develop	and	expand	
acute	hospital	services	since	27	June	2020;	the	additional	funding	provided	in	successive	budgets;	
his	plans	for	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[55294/23]

*835.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 whether	 he	 agrees	 that	 all	 files	 including	 personal	
notes	 should	be	 transferred	 from	one	HSE	 funded	 facility	 to	 another	 in	 a	 specific	 case	 (details	
supplied).	—	Paul	Murphy.	[55307/23]

*836.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	further	hours	of	care	around	lunchtime	each	day	will	be	
provided	for	a	person	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	John	
McGuinness.	[55313/23]

*837.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 his	 Department’s	 criteria	 in	 relation	 to	 tenders	 for	
ambulance	services	for	HSE	hospitals	by	private	contractors	(details	supplied).	—	Niamh	Smyth.	
[55339/23]
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*838.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	who	appoints	the	panel	to	score	the	tenders	for	ambulance	
services	for	HSE	hospitals	(details	supplied);	and	what	experience	they	have.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	
[55340/23]

*839.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 if	 it	 is	 his	Department’s	 rule	 that	 on	 a	 long-term	basis	
private	 ambulance	 companies	would	 own	 or	 have	 leased	 ambulances	 prior	 to	 applying	 for	 the	
contract	 for	 the	 provision	 of	 ambulance	 services	 for	 hospitals	 (details	 supplied).	 —	 Niamh	
Smyth.	[55341/23]

*840.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 tenders	 for	 ambulance	 services	 for	
hospitals	if	it	is	his	Department’s	rule	that	ambulance	companies	cannot	on	winning	the	contract	
attempt	to	secure	ambulance	services	(details	supplied).	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55342/23]

*841.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 tenders	 for	 ambulance	 services	 for	
hospitals	if	it	is	his	Department’s	rule	that	his	Department	establishes	whether	or	not	a	company	
actually	has	the	ambulances	or	staff	to	provide	the	services	(details	supplied).	—	Niamh	Smyth.	
[55343/23]

*842.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	it	comes	to	tenders	for	ambulance	services	for	hospitals	
would	it	be	satisfactory	to	his	Department	that	a	company	on	winning	the	contract	company	only	
then	moves	to	secure	ambulances	(details	supplied).	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55344/23]

*843.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 tenders	 for	 ambulance	 services	 for	
hospitals	 if	 it	 is	 his	 Department’s	 rule	 that	 staff	 should	 be	 Garda	 vetted	 prior	 to	 the	 contract	
being	activated	and	 that	proof	of	 such	vetting	should	be	 supplied	 to	 the	 tender	process	 (details	
supplied).	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55345/23]

*844.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 is	 it	 Department	 policy	 that	 the	 companies	 tendering	
ambulance	services	are	inspected	and	receive	on-site	visits	from	the	HSE	prior	to	the	awarding	of	
a	contract	to	seek	evidence	of	the	requirements	to	fulfil	the	contract	(details	supplied).	—	Niamh	
Smyth.	[55346/23]

*845.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 is	 it	 Department	 policy	 that	 companies	 tendering	
ambulance	services	are	inspected	and	receive	on-site	visits	from	the	HSE	after	the	awarding	of	a	
contract	(details	supplied).	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55347/23]

*846.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	is	it	Department	policy	to	rescind	contracts	awarded	if	the	
company	appointed	are	incapable	of	providing	the	contract;	and	what	process	exists	and	must	be	
engaged	in	to	rescind	a	contract	(details	supplied).	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55348/23]

*847.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 his	 views	 on	whether	 it	 is	 acceptable	 that	 a	 company	
would	 win	 a	 contract	 for	 the	 provision	 of	 ambulance	 services	 which	 does	 not	 have	 its	 own	
ambulances	(details	supplied)	which	only	purchases	or	seeks	ambulances	after	 the	award	of	 the	
contract,	whose	staff	are	not	Garda	vetted,	that	does	not	have	staff	to	operate	the	service	tendered	
for	at	the	point	of	the	award,	still	does	not	have	the	ambulances	required	to	operate	the	services,	
and	 is	 now	 contracting	 out	 the	 services	 required	 to	 other	 ambulance	 companies	 other	 than	 the	
company	that	was	successful	in	winning	the	tender.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55349/23]

*848.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	the	scenario	in	which	a	company	wins	a	contract	for	the	
provision	of	ambulance	services	which	does	not	have	its	own	ambulances,	which	only	purchases	
or	seeks	ambulances	after	the	award	of	the	contract,	whose	staff	are	not	Garda	vetted,	that	does	
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not	have	staff	to	operate	the	service	tendered	for	at	the	point	of	the	award,	still	does	not	have	the	
ambulances	required	to	operate	the	services,	and	is	now	contracting	out	the	services	required	to	
other	 ambulance	 companies	 other	 than	 the	 company	 that	was	 successful	 in	winning	 the	 tender	
poses	a	potential	threat	to	patient	safety	(details	supplied).	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55350/23]

*849.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	the	scenario	in	which	a	company	wins	a	contract	for	the	
provision	of	ambulance	services	which	does	not	have	its	own	ambulances,	which	only	purchases	
or	seeks	ambulances	after	the	award	of	the	contract,	whose	staff	are	not	Garda	vetted,	that	does	
not	have	staff	to	operate	the	service	tendered	for	at	the	point	of	the	award,	still	does	not	have	the	
ambulances	required	to	operate	the	services,	and	is	now	contracting	out	the	services	required	to	
other	 ambulance	 companies	 other	 than	 the	 company	 that	was	 successful	 in	winning	 the	 tender	
poses	a	significant	possibility	of	a	civil	suit	by	patients	should	the	company	fail	to	meet	patient	
safety	and	operational	criteria	(details	supplied).	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[55351/23]

*850.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	he	will	address	the	case	of	a	person	(details	supplied);	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[55355/23]

*851.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Health	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	Question	No.	 250	 of	 17	May	
2023,	 if	 any	 beds,	 units	 or	 buildings	 have	 been	 closed	 in	 the	 Mater	 Misericordia	 University	
Hospital,	Dublin	7,	this	year;	if	there	are	any	plans	to	do	so	in	the	near	future;	and	if	he	will	make	
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[55360/23]

*852.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	budget	allocation	for	St.	Luke’s	Hospital,	Kilkenny,	in	
2022	and	2023;	and	the	budget	allocation	for	same	in	2024,	in	tabular	form.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	
O’Connor.	[55367/23]

*853.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	for	an	update	on	recruitment	of	PHNs	for	the	CHO5	area.	
—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55368/23]

*854.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	new	HSE	rapid	response	vehicles	that	will	
come	into	force	in	2024;	and	the	locations	where	these	vehicles	will	be	based,	in	tabular	form.	—	
Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55369/23]

*855.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	current	grants	being	paid	to	medical	card	holders	for	
wigs	and	hairpieces,	and	so	on.	—	Jennifer	Murnane	O’Connor.	[55370/23]

*856.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	waiting	list	for	CAMHS	for	the	month	of	November,	
by	 CHO,	 in	 tabular	 form;	 and	 if	 he	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Mark	 Ward.	
[55396/23]

*857.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	when	a	health	service	will	be	expanded	(details	supplied);	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	[55398/23]

*858.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 steps	 he	 is	 taking	 to	 address	 the	 lack	 of	 capacity	
in	PrEP	 services,	 particularly	 in	 view	of	 the	68%	 increase	 in	HIV	diagnoses	 in	 2022;	 how	 the	
additional	€600,000	allocated	 to	support	PrEP	services	 in	Budget	2024	will	be	spent;	and	 if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[55412/23]

*859.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	staff	in	public	PrEP	services	in	2020,	2021,	
2022	and	to	date	in	2023,	by	location,	in	tabular	form;	the	number	of	vacancies	in	the	service	in	
each	year;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[55413/23]
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*860.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	to	provide	an	update	on	a	matter	(details	supplied);	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Michael	Healy-Rae.	[55415/23]

Chun an Aire Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nuálaíochta agus Eolaíochta: To the 
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research; Innovation and Science.

*861.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	number	of	people	entering	into	a	health	profession	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Fleming.	[55277/23]

*862.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Further	 and	 Higher	 Education,	 Research,	 Innovation	 and	
Science	 if	 he	will	 outline	 the	 programmes	of	 supported	work	 experience	 or	 training	which	his	
Department	or	 its	agencies	run	for	adult	persons	with	a	disability,	and	particularly	 those	on	 the	
autism	spectrum,	who	find	 it	difficult	 to	manage	 in	conventional	workplaces,	 in	order	 that	 they	
can	progress	 to	 regular	work	 roles.;	 and	 if	he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Richard	
Bruton.	[54608/23]

*863.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	 reason	 degree	 at	 a	 third	 level	 institution	 (details	 supplied)	 is	 not	 covered	 for	 the	 reduction	
of	third	level	fees	announced	in	Budget	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Louise	O’Reilly.	[54611/23]

*864.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
further	to	Parliamentary	Question	No.	248	of	22	November	2023,	his	views	on	a	matter	(details	
supplied).	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[54682/23]

*865.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	date	 the	 technological	 sector	 strategic	projects	 fund	was	 established;	 and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[54712/23]

*866.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	figure	for	 the	initial	capitalisation	of	 the	technological	sector	strategic	projects	fund	and	the	
current	capitalisation	of	same;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	
[54713/23]

*867.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
if	 annual	 contributions	 are	 made	 to	 the	 technological	 sector	 strategic	 projects	 fund	 from	 the	
Exchequer;	if	so,	the	annual	contributions	to	date,	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[54714/23]

*868.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
if	 annual	 distributions	 are	made	 to	 the	 sector	 (institutions);	 and	 if	 so,	 the	 annual	 distributions	
(related	to	capital	expenditure)	to	date,	together	with	the	recipients,	in	tabular	form.	—	Mairéad	
Farrell.	[54715/23]

*869.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	key	policy	achievements	realised	and	new	initiatives	 taken	by	his	Department	during	2023;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54788/23]
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*870.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
to	 provide	 an	 update	 on	 the	 college	 campus	 on	 the	 northside	 of	Cork	 city.	—	Thomas	Gould.	
[54812/23]

*871.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	number	of	apprentices,	by	phase,	in	Cork,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54813/23]

*872.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	average	time	it	took,	from	phase	1	to	completion,	to	complete	each	apprenticeship,	by	trade,	
in	Cork,	to	date	in	2023,	in	tabular	form.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54814/23]

*873.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
if	 he	 provided	 funding	 to	 schools	 to	 engage	 in	 an	 apprenticeship	 transitional	 programme	 as	
provided	by	a	school	(details	supplied)	in	Cork	city.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54840/23]

*874.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
if	the	recently	announced	reduction	in	student	fees	for	the	2023-2024	academic	year	applies	to	a	
student	who	is	paying	full	fees	while	undertaking	a	second	level	8	degree,	having	already	attained	
a	 level	 8	 degree;	 if	 this	 fee	 reduction	 applies	 to	 an	 individual	 undertaking	 a	 level	 9	Masters	
Degree	who	is	not	in	receipt	of	SUSI	supports;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Jackie	Cahill.	[54932/23]

*875.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	number	of	vacant	and	derelict	properties	and	sites	that	are	owned	by	his	Department;	his	plans	
to	bring	each	of	these	properties	and	sites	into	use;	where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55047/23]

*876.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	 process	 for	 establishment	 of	 new	 veterinary	 colleges	 around	 the	 country;	 how	 funding	 is	
provided	and	approved;	the	method	to	ensure	regional	parity;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the	matter.	—	Anne	Rabbitte.	[55161/23]

*877.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the	number	of	craft	apprenticeship	dropouts	 in	2021,	2022	and	2023,	 in	 tabular	form;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Mairéad	Farrell.	[55180/23]

*878.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
his	main	policy	and	legislative	priorities	for	2024;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Cathal	Crowe.	[55209/23]

*879.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Further	 and	 Higher	 Education,	 Research,	 Innovation	 and	
Science	 the	progress	made	 in	 the	 further	 and	higher	 education	 sectors	 since	27	 June	2020;	 the	
new	 initiatives	 undertaken;	 and	 the	 additional	 funding	 provided	 for	 same.	—	 James	 Lawless.	
[55289/23]

Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

*880.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Rural	and	Community	Development	 if	 there	 is	a	public	record	
detailing	 the	number	of	dogs	 that	 are	placed	 in	 the	pound	 in	 each	county;	 the	number	 that	 are	
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re	homed;	the	number	that	are	euthanised	for	each	of	the	past	five	years;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	John	McGuinness.	[55082/23]

*881.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	if	a	request	has	been	made	
by	 Louth	County	Council	 for	 capital	 funding	 to	 develop	 the	 former	Dominican	Order	 Church	
on	Dominic	 Street,	Drogheda,	 County	 Louth,	 into	 a	 local	 authority	 library	 facility;	 if	 she	will	
confirm	the	status	of	any	request	that	has	been	made;	when	a	decision	will	be	taken;	and	if	she	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ged	Nash.	[54442/23]

*882.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Rural	 and	 Community	 Development	 further	 to	 Parliamentary	
Question	No.	 550	of	 31	 January	2023,	 her	 plans	 to	 enhance	 the	 role	of	An	Garda	Síochána	 in	
assisting	dog	wardens	to	carry	out	their	duties;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
David	Stanton.	[54446/23]

*883.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	her	plans,	if	any,	to	classify	
dog	breeds	by	their	potential	to	injure,	to	licence	all	dog	owners	by	the	classification	of	the	dog	
and	to	introduce	ownership	training	according	to	the	higher	classification	of	the	breed;	and	if	she	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	David	Stanton.	[54447/23]

*884.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Rural	 and	 Community	 Development	 the	 percentage	 of	 her	
Department’s	capital	budget	allocation	that	was	spent	in	the	first	eleven	months	of	2023;	and	the	
figures	for	the	corresponding	period	in	2022,	in	tabular	form.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[54485/23]

*885.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	the	key	policy	achievements	
realised	 and	 new	 initiatives	 taken	 by	 her	 Department	 during	 2023;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cormac	Devlin.	[54793/23]

*886.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	to	provide	an	update	on	the	
role	her	Department	is	playing	in	the	National	Drugs	Strategy.	—	Thomas	Gould.	[54842/23]

*887.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	 the	number	of	vacant	and	
derelict	properties	and	sites	that	are	owned	by	her	Department;	her	plans	to	bring	each	of	these	
properties	and	sites	into	use;	where	no	plans	are	in	place,	the	reasons	why;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	[55052/23]

*888.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Rural	 and	 Community	 Development	 her	 main	 policy	 and	
legislative	priorities	for	2024;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	
[55214/23]

*889.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	for	a	progress	report	on	the	
implementation	of	Our	Rural	Future.	—	Michael	Moynihan.	[55288/23]
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