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Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

1. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Economy and Investment will 
next meet. — Mary Lou McDonald. [6849/23]

2. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Economy and Investment will 
next meet. — Ruairí Ó Murchú. [8145/23]

3. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Economic Recovery will next 
meet. — Ivana Bacik. [8205/23]

4. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Economy and Investment will 
next meet. — Mick Barry. [8632/23]

5. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Economy and Investment will 
next meet. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [8827/23]

6. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Economy and Investment will 
next meet. — Paul Murphy. [8830/23]

7. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Economy and Investment will 
meet next. — Cathal Crowe. [8879/23]

8. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Economy and Investment will 
meet next. — Cormac Devlin. [8880/23]

9. To ask the Taoiseach if he has met with the Attorney General following publication of 
his report on nursing home charges and disabled persons’ maintenance allowance. — Mary Lou 
McDonald. [6848/23]

10.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 if	 he	 has	 any	 plans	 for	 reform	 of	 the	 Office	 of	 the	 Attorney	
General; and the legal actions underway against his Department. — Ivana Bacik. [6928/23]

11.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	he	has	plans	for	reform	of	the	Office	of	the	Attorney	General.	—	
Jim O’Callaghan. [8503/23]

12. To ask the Taoiseach if he has met with the Attorney General following publication of 
his report on nursing home charges and the disabled persons’ maintenance allowance. — Mick 
Barry. [8633/23]
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13. To ask the Taoiseach if he has met with the Attorney General following publication of 
his report on nursing home charges and the disabled persons’ maintenance allowance. — Richard 
Boyd Barrett. [8828/23]

14. To ask the Taoiseach if he has met with the Attorney General following publication of 
his report on nursing home charges and the disabled persons’ maintenance allowance. — Paul 
Murphy. [8831/23]

15. To ask the Taoiseach if he has met with the Attorney General following publication of 
his report on nursing home charges and the disabled persons’ maintenance allowance. — Gino 
Kenny. [8833/23]

16. To ask the Taoiseach if he has met with the Attorney General following publication of 
his report on nursing home charges and the disabled persons’ maintenance allowance. — Bríd 
Smith. [8834/23]

17. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the draft list of Strategic Risks 2023 in the 
National Risk Assessment. — Ivana Bacik. [6929/23]

18. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the draft list of Strategic Risks 2023 in the 
National Risk Assessment. — Mary Lou McDonald. [8117/23]

19. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the draft list of Strategic Risks 2023 in the 
National Risk Assessment. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [8829/23]

20. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the draft list of Strategic Risks 2023 in the 
National Risk Assessment. — Paul Murphy. [8832/23]

21. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the draft list of strategic risks 2023 in the 
National Risk Assessment. — Robert Troy. [8881/23]

22. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the draft list of strategic risks 2023 in the 
National Risk Assessment. — Cathal Crowe. [8882/23]

23. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the special European Council 
on 9 and 10 February 2023. — Seán Haughey. [7241/23]

24. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent attendance at the European Council; 
and the extent to which pressing issues were dealt with. — Bernard J. Durkan. [7398/23]

25. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the recent special European 
Council meeting. — Mary Lou McDonald. [8118/23]

26. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the Special European Council 
on 9 and 10 February. — Ivana Bacik. [8209/23]

27. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the recent European Council 
on 9 and 10 February 2023. — Mick Barry. [8634/23]

28. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Health will next meet. — Alan 
Dillon. [8624/23]
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29. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his plans for constitutional amendments. — 
Ivana Bacik. [8210/23]

30. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the social policy and public service 
reform division of his Department. — Ivana Bacik. [8212/23]

31. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the high-level steering board, 
chaired by the Secretary General of his Department, to oversee the implementation of the High-
Level Action Plan for the Report of the Commission on the Defence Forces. — Mary Lou 
McDonald. [8122/23]

32. To ask the Taoiseach the membership and terms of reference of the National Security 
Committee chaired by the Secretary General of his Department. — Mary Lou McDonald. 
[8123/23]

CEISTEANNA LE hAGHAIDH FREAGRAÍ SCRÍOFA 
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER

Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

*33. To ask the Taoiseach the number of retired senior civil servants and public servants 
appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	 State	 boards,	 authorities	 and	 other	 State-appointed	
bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by the Public Appointments Service, in 
each of the past ten years. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9060/23]

*34. To ask the Taoiseach the number of senior staff members of his Department or of State 
bodies under the aegis of his Department who are also on the boards of bodies registered for 
lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, or on the board of bodies which 
have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State authorities; and if it is intended to 
issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these bodies. — Éamon Ó Cuív. 
[9078/23]

Chun an Aire Fiontar, Trádála agus Fostaíochta: To the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment.

*35. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if his attention has been 
drawn to the practise of differential pricing between standard tickets and wheelchair accessible 
tickets in a venue (details supplied); the steps he is taking to ensure this discriminatory practise is 
stopped; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [8984/23]

*36. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of retired senior 
civil	 servants	 and	 public	 servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	 State	 boards,	
authorities and other State-appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by 
the Public Appointments Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9049/23]

*37. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of senior staff 
members of his Department or of State bodies under the aegis of his Department who are also 
on the boards of bodies registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 
2015, or on the board of bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State 
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authorities; if it is intended to issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these 
bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9067/23]

*38. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 112 of 13 December 2022, if he will provide a status update on his engagement at 
WTO and European Union level on the proposal to extend the 17 June 2022 decision of the WTO 
on the TRIPS agreement to cover Covid-19 therapeutics and diagnostic tests; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [9089/23]

*39. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment pursuant to the Programme 
for Government 2020, the status of plans for a universal basic income pilot in the lifetime of the 
Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [9090/23]

*40. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the list of business support 
schemes and initiatives supported by Inter Trade Ireland; the initiatives and schemes that are in 
development and or planned to be launched; the funding for same, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9102/23]

*41. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the list of business support 
schemes and initiatives supported by the IDA; the initiatives and schemes that are in development 
and or planned to be launched in 2023; the funding for same, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9104/23]

*42. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the list of business support 
schemes	and	 initiatives	 supported	by	 local	enterprise	offices;	 the	 initiatives/schemes	 that	 are	 in	
development and/or planned to be launched; the funding for same, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9105/23]

*43. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the list of business support 
schemes and initiatives supported by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland; the initiatives/
schemes that are in development and/or planned to be launched; the funding for same, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9106/23]

*44. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when the trade information 
service is expected to be launched; the funding allocated to same of the supplementary estimate 
for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9107/23]

*45. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when the supply chain 
programme is expected to be launched; the funding allocated to same of the supplementary 
estimate for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9108/23]

*46. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the green transition fund, including the climate planning fund for business and the 
enterprise emissions reduction investment fund of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9112/23]

*47. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the agile innovation fund of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9120/23]
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*48. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the National Institute for Bioprocessing Research and Training of the supplementary 
estimate for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9121/23]

*49. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the IDA strategic intent programme of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9122/23]

*50. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated	for	the	small	firms	investment	in	energy	efficiency	grant,	SFIEEs,	of	the	supplementary	
estimate for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9123/23]

*51. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the Lean for Micro of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9124/23]

*52. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the Green for Micro of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9125/23]

*53. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the trading of online vouchers of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9127/23]

*54. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the supports for businesses with more than ten employees of the supplementary 
estimate for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9129/23]

*55. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the business continuity voucher and the micro enterprise assistance fund of the 
supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise 
O’Reilly. [9130/23]

*56. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated	for	Microfinance	Ireland	of	the	supplementary	estimate	for	2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9132/23]

*57. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated	 for	 the	 small	 firms	 investment	 in	 energy	 efficiency	 scheme	 of	 the	 supplementary	
estimate for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9133/23]

*58. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the Career Fit Plus programme of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9134/23]

*59. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will specify 
the breakdown of the capital and current budget allocations of €158 million of the 
supplementary estimate for 2023 to support Enterprise Ireland’s research and development and 
commercialisation activities in 2023, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9136/23]
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*60. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the technologies getaways programme and technology transfer strengthening 
initiative of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Louise O’Reilly. [9137/23]

*61. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when Digital Portal is 
expected to be launched; the funding allocated for same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9138/23]

*62. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the Network of European Digital Innovation Hubs initiative of the supplementary 
estimate for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9139/23]

*63. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the ERDF-approved innovation initiatives including immersive needs led, kt boost, 
technological universities collaboration programmes of the supplementary estimate for 2023, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9140/23]

*64. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the European Space Agency programme of the supplementary estimate for 2023; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9142/23]

*65. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the Interreg of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9143/23]

*66. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the restart grants of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9145/23]

*67. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the skills for better business of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9146/23]

*68. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount of funding 
allocated for the halo angel scheme of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9147/23]

Chun an Aire Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide: To the Minister for the Environment, 
Climate and Communications.

*69. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will 
provide an update regarding the details of a remuneration and superannuation protocol; if this 
matter	has	been	finalised	and	payment	made	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the matter. — Sean Fleming. [8965/23]

*70. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will 
provide details of the turnover of staff in his Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 
2022, in tabular form; and the percentage of total staff which this represents in each category. — 
Róisín Shortall. [9277/23]
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*71. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the 
implementation of RED II criteria will be taken into consideration during the EU ETS emissions 
accounting process in 2023. — Jim O’Callaghan. [8967/23]

*72. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if, given that 
under	RED	II,	sustainability	certificates	are	required	for	a	business’s	biomass	supply	in	order	for	
the emissions to be considered carbon neutral; the action that is being taken to assist businesses 
that	have	 to	date	not	 received	certificates	due	 to	delays	 in	 the	 system,	and	 the	 significant	body	
of	work	 required	 to	 implement	 all	 processes	within	 the	 biomass	 supply	 chain	 to	 ensure	 robust	
compliance. — Jim O’Callaghan. [8968/23]

*73. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications his views on 
the purchase of €4.1 million carbon credits from Slovakia; his further views on the increase in 
greenhouse	gas	pollution	in	Ireland	in	the	third	quarter	of	2022;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on the matter. — Ivana Bacik. [9029/23]

*74. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications his views on the 
75% loss of wetlands in Ireland in 300 years; his plans for the preservation of wetlands; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Ivana Bacik. [9030/23]

*75. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number 
of	 retired	 senior	 civil	 servants	 and	 public	 servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	
State boards, authorities and other State-appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists 
submitted by the Public Appointments Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9050/23]

*76. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of 
senior staff members of his Department or of State bodies under the aegis of his Department 
who are also on the boards of bodies registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of 
Lobbying Act 2015, or on the board of bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged 
in lobbying State authorities; if it is intended to issue directions of the appropriateness of such 
involvement in these bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. 
[9068/23]

*77. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will 
ensure	 that	all	households,	 including	small	flats	and	apartments	with	electricity	supply	from	all	
energy companies, are credited with the Government energy support programmes as this has not 
happened to date for some households (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Smith. [9151/23]

*78. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will 
address	concerns	arising	from	the	five	resignations	from	the	board	of	Inland	Fisheries	Ireland	and	
the	 subsequent	 removal	of	 the	 remaining	board	members	on	a	no-fault	basis	by	him;	and	 if	he	
will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [9155/23]

Chun an Aire Iompair: To the Minister for Transport.

*79. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide details of the turnover of staff in his 
Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022, in tabular form; and the percentage of 
total staff which this represents in each category. — Róisín Shortall. [9277/23]
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*80. To ask the Minister for Transport the position regarding the future of the active travel 
programme for local authorities in view of the reduced allocation for 2023, particularly for 
Tipperary County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. 
[8948/23]

*81. To ask the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn to Iarnród Éireann 
proposals to charge holders of free travel passes a fee when booking journeys online to Newry, 
Belfast and other locations; how his Department communicates its expectations in relation to 
how the free travel pass scheme should operate with Iarnród Eireann; if such a booking fee is in 
breach of this; his position on the proposal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt 
Carthy. [8991/23]

*82.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	if	a	request	by	a	person	(details	supplied)	for	access	to	
public transport can be facilitated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. 
[8994/23]

*83. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will clarify the position of holders of free travel 
cards when using train services; the reason Irish Rail imposes a booking fee on some services; 
when	this	practice	was	first	introduced;	if	the	imposition	of	such	fees	undermines	the	concept	of	
the free travel scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [8995/23]

*84. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update on seeking further 
approvals to improve the N59 Clifden to Maam Cross, as was mentioned in the National 
Development	Plan	2021-2030,	given	that	part	of	this	road	was	identified	as	the	most	dangerous	
stretch of road in the State in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad 
Farrell. [9011/23]

*85. To ask the Minister for Transport the steps he is taking to ensure the smooth operation 
of	a	service	by	a	company	(details	supplied)	and	bus	services	in	Dublin	south	central,	specifically	
Dublin Bus Routes 60, G1 and G2; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick 
Costello. [9024/23]

*86.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport	 the	 current	 status	 of	 the	 approved	 Pathfinder	
Programme for Naas, County Kildare; if the funding is in place and can be drawn down as soon 
as the local authority is ready to do same. — Brian Leddin. [9025/23]

*87. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will outline the improvements made to the rail 
network across the country in recent years; and if he will outline any plans for further expansion 
and improvements. — Jim O’Callaghan. [9033/23]

*88. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update in relation to work permits 
for bus drivers from non-EU and non-EEA countries and the possible inclusion of bus drivers on 
the critical skills list due to the current driver shortages being experienced across the system; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [9034/23]

*89. To ask the Minister for Transport his views on the roll-out and operation of the G-Spine 
Bus Connects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [9035/23]

*90. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide a monthly breakdown of the number 
of bus drivers working with Dublin Bus in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [9036/23]
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*91. To ask the Minister for Transport the measures his Department is taking to improve the 
provision of bus services in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick 
Costello. [9037/23]

*92. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update on his recent interactions 
with the National Transport Authority to tackle the poor provision of bus services in Dublin; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [9038/23]

*93. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of retired senior civil servants and public 
servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	 State	 boards,	 authorities	 and	 other	 State-
appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by the Public Appointments 
Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [9062/23]

*94. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of senior staff members of his Department 
or of State bodies under the aegis of his Department who are also on the boards of bodies 
registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, or on the board of 
bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State authorities; if it is intended 
to issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these bodies; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9080/23]

*95. To ask the Minister for Transport the reason for the delay in offering a driving test date; 
if a driving test can be expedited for a person (details supplied) for employment purposes in 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [9081/23]

*96. To ask the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary Question No. 218 of 2 
February 2023, if he can address the issues raised (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [9087/23]

*97. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will engage with Bus Éireann on the need for the 
208	bus	to	stop	at	Harrington	Square	in	Cork;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Pádraig O’Sullivan. [9188/23]

*98. To ask the Minister for Transport if the desirability and possibility of having heavy rail 
or light rail connections to or adjacent to Dublin, Cork, Kerry, Shannon and Ireland West Airport, 
Belfast city, Belfast International and Derry airports is being examined as part of the All-Ireland 
Rail Review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9191/23]

*99.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	number	of	drivers	disqualified	in	each	year	since	
2016; the number that surrendered their licence to the RSA each year from 2016 following 
disqualification;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[9224/23]

Chun an Aire Airgeadais: To the Minister for Finance.

*100. To ask the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to the problems faced in 
relation to insurance costs (details supplied); the assistance his Department can provide with this; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [8959/23]

*101. To ask the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) can be considered as part of 
a review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [8996/23]



848

*102. To ask the Minister for Finance the amount of funding allocated for the SBCI loan 
schemes of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Louise O’Reilly. [9131/23]

*103. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will consider a Government-sponsored life cover 
scheme operated by the State at a reasonable cost to the policy holders, to enable people with 
certain	conditions	that	would	not	otherwise	qualify	for	life	cover	through	a	commercial	company;	
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Kathleen Funchion. [9189/23]

*104. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the turnover of staff in his 
Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022, in tabular form; and the percentage of 
total staff which this represents in each category. — Róisín Shortall. [9277/23]

*105. To ask the Minister for Finance his views on maintaining the 9% VAT rate for the 
hospitality sector, given the view that the lower VAT rate is critical to Ireland’s international 
competitiveness and tourism business model (details supplied); if he will extend the 9% tourism 
VAT rate beyond 28 February 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Lowry. [8936/23]

*106. To ask the Minister for Finance if the treatment of corporation tax loss relief with respect 
to a bank (details supplied) has or will change, given the State no longer has a shareholding in the 
bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [8980/23]

*107. To ask the Minister for Finance the amount of revenue he expects to generate from the 
changes	to	the	benefit-in-kind	on	company	cars	which	became	effective	as	of	January	2023;	and	
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [9039/23]

*108. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of retired senior civil servants and public 
servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	 State	 boards,	 authorities	 and	 other	 State-
appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by the Public Appointments 
Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [9051/23]

*109. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of senior staff members of his Department or 
of State bodies under the aegis of his Department who are also on the boards of bodies registered 
for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, or on the board of bodies 
which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State authorities; if it is intended to 
issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these bodies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9069/23]

*110. To ask the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question No. 204 of 16 
February	2023,	 if	a	 requirement	 for	payment	service	providers	 to	compensate	customers	where	
authorised	push-payment	 fraud	occurs	would	 require	 new	 legislation,	 to,	 for	 example,	 give	 the	
Central	Bank	powers	to	require	compensation;	if	such	legislation	would	be	possible	under	PSD2;	
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [9241/23]
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Chun an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí, Seachadta ar an bPlean Forbartha Náisiúnta, agus 
Athchóirithe: To the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform.

*111. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform	 if	 he	 will	 respond	 to	 correspondence	 (details	 supplied)	 in	 respect	 of	 a	 prison	 officer	
retirement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sean Fleming. [8958/23]

*112. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery 
and Reform the number of retired senior civil servants and public servants appointed by the 
officeholder	of	the	day	to	State	boards,	authorities	and	other	State-appointed	bodies,	after	being	
recommended on draft lists submitted by the Public Appointments Service, in each of the past ten 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9057/23]

*113. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform the number of senior staff members of his Department or of State bodies under the 
aegis of his Department who are also on the boards of bodies registered for lobbying purposes 
under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, or on the board of bodies which have had to 
disclose that they engaged in lobbying State authorities; if it is intended to issue directions of 
the appropriateness of such involvement in these bodies; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9075/23]

*114. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure, National Development Plan Delivery and 
Reform if he will provide details of the turnover of staff in his Department for each of the years 
2020, 2021 and 2022, in tabular form; and the percentage of total staff which this represents in 
each category. — Róisín Shortall. [9277/23]

Chun an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán: To the Minister for 
Tourism, Culture; Arts; Gaeltacht; Sport and Media.

*115. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if she will 
provide details of the turnover of staff in her Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 
2022, in tabular form; and the percentage of total staff which this represents in each category. — 
Róisín Shortall. [9277/23]

*116. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if his 
Department has negotiated terms for the repayment of the €7.6 million loan given to an 
organisation under the 2020 memorandum of understanding; if not, if consideration is being 
given to converting the loan into a non-repayable grant; if he will provide a repayments schedule; 
the interest rate applied to the loan; and the date on which it is due for full settlement. — 
Catherine Murphy. [8914/23]

*117. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media her 
plans to commence the next round of the Sports Capital Programme; when it will be open for 
applications; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [8949/23]

*118. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if pony and 
equine	clubs	are	eligible	to	apply	for	funding	under	the	Sports	Capital	Programme;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [8951/23]
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*119. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the number 
of	 retired	 senior	 civil	 servants	 and	 public	 servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	
State boards, authorities and other State-appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists 
submitted by the Public Appointments Service, in each of the past ten years; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9061/23]

*120. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the number 
of senior staff members of her Department or of State bodies under the aegis of her Department 
who are also on the boards of bodies registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of 
Lobbying Act 2015, or on the board of bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged 
in lobbying State authorities; if it is intended to issue directions of the appropriateness of such 
involvement in these bodies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. 
[9079/23]

*121. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the extent 
and context of any engagements she has had with media interests, with particular reference to the 
need to protect the privacy of the individual and protect adults, children and the vulnerable from 
cyber abuse; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [9194/23]

*122. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the extent to 
which	she	remains	satisfied	that	adequate	precautions	are	taken	to	protect	the	public	from	online	
bullying or abuse through social media or otherwise; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [9195/23]

*123. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the extent to 
which the swimming pool development programme is expected to continue; the basis on which 
it will continue over the next two years; the extent of the programme to date in dealing with 
the needs as represented by local communities throughout the country; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [9197/23]

*124. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the extent to 
which her Department continues to reach out to those involved in sporting activities, with a view 
to continuation of sporting activities in the future in line with the needs as presented by local 
communities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [9198/23]

*125. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the degree to 
which she continues to support the arts throughout the country, with particular reference to both 
amateur and professional, given the need to recover from the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [9199/23]

*126. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the role she 
sees for the arts at local, national, professional and amateur levels to develop in the future; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [9200/23]

*127. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the extent 
to which she and her Department continue to monitor the tourism sector, with a view to ensuring 
that customers do not get ripped off; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [9201/23]

*128. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the extent 
to	which	hotel	bed	 spaces	continue	 to	 remain	 sufficiently	available	 throughout	Dublin	city	and	
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greater areas, with a view to ensuring that tourists and those seeking hotel accommodation are 
not pressured into paying exorbitant prices; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Bernard J. Durkan. [9202/23]

*129. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the extent to 
which	she	remains	satisfied	 that	adequate	and	sufficiently	 trained	personnel	 remain	available	 to	
the	hotel	industry,	to	ensure	that	the	sector	is	adequately	catered	for	in	terms	of	accommodation	
throughout the summer and winter months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Bernard J. Durkan. [9203/23]

*130. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the extent 
to which she and her Department have monitored the number of hotels that have closed down 
permanently	or	otherwise	in	the	Dublin	area	over	the	past	three	years;	if	sufficient	steps	are	being	
taken to ensure that hotel accommodation is not lost to the market, by virtue of being replaced by 
other investment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [9204/23]

*131. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the extent to 
which she and her Department support the potential hosting of various global sporting events in 
Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [9205/23]

*132. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media when she 
plans to implement regulations on short-term holiday lettings; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [9242/23]

Chun an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta: To the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage.

*133. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will outline his 
Department’s position on how the proposed Planning and Development Bill 2022 appears to 
remove	the	requirement	for	local	authorities	to	reserve	land	for	communities	to	use	for	cultivation	
as	 allotments,	 along	 with	 the	 definition	 of	 allotment	 itself,	 and	 the	 regulation,	 promotion	 and	
facilitation of the use of this land for such a purpose, and further, leaving the current 2,500 
allotments and community gardens without a legal framework (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [8925/23]

*134. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide 
details of the turnover of staff in his Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022, in 
tabular form; and the percentage of total staff which this represents in each category. — Róisín 
Shortall. [9277/23]

*135. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the way and the reason 
the	proposed	Planning	and	Development	Bill	2022	appears	 to	remove	the	requirement	for	 local	
authorities to reserve land for communities to use for cultivation as allotments, along with the 
definition	of	allotment	itself,	and	the	regulation,	promotion	and	facilitation	of	the	use	of	this	land	
for such purposes, leaving the current 2,500 allotments and community gardens without a legal 
framework (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. 
[8924/23]

*136. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will allocate 
funding to Tipperary County Council to rectify the developer-provided infrastructure in estates to 
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allow the council to proceed in the taking-in-charge process; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [8946/23]

*137. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of taking-
in-charge applications that are held up nationally due to the existence of developer-provided 
infrastructure within estates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. 
[8947/23]

*138. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will make 
funding	available	for	a	second	vacant	homes	officer	for	Tipperary	County	Council	due	to	the	size	
of the county and the large workload that is left to one person; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [8952/23]

*139. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has 
been	 drawn	 to	 significant	 wait	 periods	 to	 get	 a	 fire	 safety	 certificate	 from	 Wicklow	 County	
Council (details supplied) for completed building works; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Steven Matthews. [9004/23]

*140. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of 
notice-to-quit	properties	bought	in	each	local	authority	in	2022,	in	tabular	form.	—	Robert	Troy.	
[9040/23]

*141. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of retired 
senior	civil	servants	and	public	servants	appointed	by	the	officeholder	of	the	day	to	State	boards,	
authorities and other State-appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by 
the Public Appointments Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9055/23]

*142. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of senior 
staff members of his Department or of State bodies under the aegis of his Department who are 
also on the boards of bodies registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying 
Act 2015, or on the board of bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying 
State authorities; if it is intended to issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in 
these bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9073/23]

*143. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will consider 
opening the Croí Cónaithe scheme for rental properties and shortening the vacancy period in the 
instance where a departing tenant has left a property in bad repair and the landlord may not have 
the funds to bring it back up to standard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
Kehoe. [9235/23]

*144. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will consider 
extending the Croí Cónaithe grant scheme to vacant properties where the professional advice has 
been	 given	 that	 a	 demolition	 and	 rebuild	 is	 required	 over	 a	 renovation;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [9243/23]

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha: To the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs.

*145. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will provide details of the 
turnover of staff in his Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022, in tabular form; 
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and the percentage of total staff which this represents in each category. — Róisín Shortall. 
[9277/23]

*146. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will continue to raise the case 
of	an	imprisoned	Irish	citizen	(details	supplied)	with	the	Iranian	authorities;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [8998/23]

*147. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of retired senior civil 
servants	and	public	servants	appointed	by	the	officeholder	of	the	day	to	State	boards,	authorities	
and other State-appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by the Public 
Appointments Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9052/23]

*148. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of senior staff members 
of his Department or of State bodies under the aegis of his Department who are also on the boards 
of bodies registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, or on the 
board of bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State authorities; if it is 
intended to issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these bodies; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9070/23]

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Cosanta: To the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence.

*149. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence if a sports facility (details supplied) in 
County Kilkenny can be reopened. — Kathleen Funchion. [8999/23]

*150. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence if he will provide details of the turnover 
of staff in his Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022, in tabular form; and the 
percentage of total staff which this represents in each category. — Róisín Shortall. [9277/23]

*151. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence if any members of the Defence Forces 
conducted a risk analysis on devices (details supplied) and communication systems used in State-
run buildings. — Patrick Costello. [8926/23]

*152. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence the number of retired senior civil servants 
and	 public	 servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	 State	 boards,	 authorities	 and	
other State-appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by the Public 
Appointments Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9047/23]

*153. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Defence the number of senior staff members of his 
Department or of State bodies under the aegis of his Department who are also on the boards of 
bodies registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, or on the 
board of bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State authorities; if it is 
intended to issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these bodies; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9065/23]

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

*154.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	can	confirm	or	provide	a	timeline	for	when	the	
school completion programme and the home school community liaison scheme will return to the 
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remit of the Department of Education; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig 
O’Sullivan. [9184/23]

*155.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 if	 she	 has	 engaged	with	 school	 completion	 officers	
regarding their pension entitlements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig 
O’Sullivan. [9185/23]

*156.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 if	 she	 has	 engaged	with	 school	 completion	 officers	
regarding their pension entitlements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig 
O’Sullivan. [9186/23]

*157.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Education	 if	 school	 completion	 officers	 will	 be	 given	 access	
to free counselling or external supervision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Pádraig O’Sullivan. [9187/23]

*158. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide details of the turnover of staff in 
her Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022, in tabular form; and the percentage of 
total staff which this represents in each category. — Róisín Shortall. [9277/23]

*159. To ask the Minister for Education if, her Department will immediately sanction 
funding for a second ASD classroom in a school (details supplied) given that the current ASD 
accommodation	will	be	required	to	facilitate	the	additional	mainstream	classroom;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Michael Creed. [8957/23]

*160.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	will	consider	revising	the	requirement	of	having	
a	H3	grade	or	equivalent	in	Leaving	Certificate	Irish	in	order	to	complete	a	professional	masters	
in education in view of the shortage of primary school teachers; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Charles Flanagan. [8962/23]

*161. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been brought to the increase of 
applications for a multi-denominational school (details supplied) given the high volume of 
applications; the action she plans to take to secure additional places in multi-denominational 
schools in this area should school admission policies aim to allocate places to older pupils 
first	 who	 have	 not	 started	 school;	 and	 if	 she	 will	 make	 a	 statement	 on	 the	 matter.	 —	 Cian	
O’Callaghan. [9007/23]

*162. To ask the Minister for Education if the National Council for Curriculum and 
Assessment uses the same child development model as the National Educational Psychological 
Service. — Peadar Tóibín. [9012/23]

*163. To ask the Minister for Education if he will explain the rationale behind the removal of 
foundation	level	maths	from	the	Junior	Certificate	cycle.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[9013/23]

*164. To ask the Minister for Education if he will explain the rationale behind plans for 
Leaving	Certificate	candidates	to	sit	paper	1	in	English	and	Irish	in	fifth	year.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	
[9014/23]

*165. To ask the Minister for Education the number of retired senior civil servants and public 
servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	 State	 boards,	 authorities	 and	 other	 State-
appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by the Public Appointments 
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Service, in each of the past ten years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [9048/23]

*166. To ask the Minister for Education the number of senior staff members of her Department 
or of State bodies under the aegis of her Department who are also on the boards of bodies 
registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, or on the board of 
bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State authorities; if it is intended 
to issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these bodies; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9066/23]

*167. To ask the Minister for Education if there are enough primary school places available in 
the Killester Raheny and Clontarf school planning area for those children whose parents wish for 
them to commence a multi-denominational education beginning in the academic year 2023/2024; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [9088/23]

*168.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	can	confirm	the	date	a	school	(details	supplied)	
will begin to operate in its new location; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
McAuliffe. [9212/23]

*169. To ask the Minister for Education the timeline for construction of extra accommodation 
for a school (details supplied); and the nature, extent and purpose of the proposed construction, 
estimate costs and timeline. — Paul McAuliffe. [9213/23]

Chun an Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Social Protection.

*170. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the amount of funding allocated for the 
humanitarian relief scheme of the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9144/23]

*171. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide details of the 
turnover of staff in her Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022, in 
tabular form; and the percentage of total staff which this represents in each category. 
. — Róisín Shortall. [9277/23]

*172. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the current timeline for social welfare appeals; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [8931/23]

*173. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason social welfare applicants who have 
submitted appeals are not receiving the standard acknowledgment letters from the social welfare 
appeals	office;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Maurice	Quinlivan.	[8932/23]

*174.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	intends	to	address	the	unequal	treatment	
of surviving partners of cohabiting partners by her Department (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [8938/23]

*175. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will expedite a carer’s allowance appeal 
on behalf of a person (details supplied). — Robert Troy. [8956/23]

*176. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the planned changes for how maintenance 
will be viewed for assessing social welfare payments; when the changes will come into effect; 
if the changes will impact all means tested social welfare payments, for example, the one parent 
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family payment, jobseeker transitional payment, working family payment, jobseeker’s allowance 
payment, and so on; if claims will be backdated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Róisín Shortall. [8971/23]

*177. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of retired senior civil servants 
and	 public	 servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	 State	 boards,	 authorities	 and	
other State-appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by the Public 
Appointments Service, in each of the past ten years; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9059/23]

*178. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of senior staff members of her 
Department or of State bodies under the aegis of her Department who are also on the boards of 
bodies registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, or on the 
board of bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State authorities; if it is 
intended to issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these bodies; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9077/23]

*179. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been drawn to a disability 
allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Róisín Shortall. [9278/23]

Chun an Aire Leanaí, Comhionannais, Míchumais, Lánpháirtíochta agus Óige: To the Minister 
for Children, Equality; Disability; Integration and Youth.

*180.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 the	
number of commercial and non-commercial buildings that have been leased by or loaned to 
and refurbished by IPAS to provide accommodation for people in the international protection 
system that is, IP applications and recipients of TPOs broken down by county and the number 
of	 residents	 per	 building;	 and	 if	 each	 building	 has	 an	 updated	 fire	 certificate	 for	 residential	
occupation of the building, in tabular form. — Eoin Ó Broin. [8912/23]

*181.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	 if	he	will	
provide a list of all buildings being used by IPAS to provide accommodation for people in the 
international	protection	system	that	do	not	have	an	up-to-date	fire	safety	certificate	for	residential	
occupation;	 and	 if	 he	will	 provide	 a	 detailed	 explanation	 of	 the	 status	 of	 the	fire	 safety	works	
required	 to	bring	 them	in	 line	with	 the	 requirements	or	conditions	 requested	by	 the	Fire	Safety	
Authority	and	Building	Control	Authority	in	order	to	issue	a	valid	fire	safety	certificate.	—	Eoin	
Ó Broin. [8913/23]

*182.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	 Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 urgent	
payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[8972/23]

*183.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Children,	 Equality,	 Disability,	 Integration	 and	 Youth	 if	 his	
attention has been drawn to the practise of differential pricing between standard tickets and 
wheelchair accessible tickets in a venue (details supplied); the steps he is taking to ensure this 
discriminatory practise is stopped; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín 
Shortall. [8985/23]
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*184.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	current	
position regarding the extension of the children’s age for which parental leave can be taken; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [9016/23]

*185.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	and	Youth	his	views	
on the need for a public information campaign in respect of the national response to the arrival of 
refugees and asylum seekers in Ireland. — Ivana Bacik. [9028/23]

*186.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	 Integration	 and	Youth	 if	 he	 has	
read reports of refugees and asylum-seekers suffering experiencing vomiting and diarrhoea due 
to	 inadequate	catering	services;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Ivana	Bacik.	
[9032/23]

*187.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of	 retired	 senior	 civil	 servants	 and	 public	 servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	
State boards, authorities and other State-appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists 
submitted by the Public Appointments Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9046/23]

*188.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	the	number	
of senior staff members of his Department or of State bodies under the aegis of his Department 
who are also on the boards of bodies registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of 
Lobbying Act 2015, or on the board of bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged 
in lobbying State authorities; if it is intended to issue directions of the appropriateness of such 
involvement in these bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. 
[9064/23]

Chun an Aire Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nuálaíochta agus Eolaíochta: To the 
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research; Innovation and Science.

*189. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the amount of funding allocated for the technological universities innovation programmes of 
the supplementary estimate for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise 
O’Reilly. [9141/23]

*190. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will provide an update on the implementation of the new national fund for the protection 
of	 enrolled	 learners	 as	 per	 the	 Qualification	 and	 Quality	Assurance	 (Education	 and	 Training)	
(Amendment) Act 2019; the way and the monies and resources that have been allocated for the 
establishment of the fund; the steps that have been taken to mitigate potential impact on the 
Exchequer	from	exposure	to	financial	risk	through	the	establishment	of	 the	fund;	and	if	he	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [8928/23]

*191. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the	number	of	 retired	senior	civil	 servants	and	public	servants	appointed	by	 the	officeholder	of	
the day to State boards, authorities and other State-appointed bodies, after being recommended on 
draft lists submitted by the Public Appointments Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9053/23]

*192. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the number of senior staff members of his Department or of State bodies under the aegis of his 
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Department who are also on the boards of bodies registered for lobbying purposes under the 
Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, or on the board of bodies which have had to disclose that they 
engaged in lobbying State authorities; if it is intended to issue directions of the appropriateness 
of such involvement in these bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [9071/23]

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt: To the Minister for Justice.

*193. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide details of the turnover of staff in her 
Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022, in tabular form; and the percentage of 
total staff which this represents in each category. — Róisín Shortall. [9277/23]

*194. To ask the Minister for Justice his views on a matter in relation to justice administration 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sean Fleming. [8960/23]

*195. To ask the Minister for Justice if he will meet with a group (details supplied) regarding 
concerns with visa processing. — Cathal Crowe. [8961/23]

*196. To ask the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 1091 of 18 January 
2023,	the	status	of	the	drafting	of	the	Criminal	Justice	(Sexual	Offences	and	Human	Trafficking)	
Bill 2022; when he expects to publish the Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Catherine Connolly. [8981/23]

*197. To ask the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 1091 of 18 January 
2023,	 the	 legislative	 changes	 required	 in	 order	 for	 Ireland	 to	 fully	 ratify	 the	Optional	Protocol	
to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and 
Child Pornography; the expected timeline for Ireland to ratify the Optional Protocol; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [8982/23]

*198. To ask the Minister for Justice the average length of a sentence handed down to person’s 
convicted	of	a	violent	crime	or	sexual	offences	in	each	of	the	past	five	years	2018,	2019,	2020,	
2021, and 2022, in tabular form. — Jim O’Callaghan. [8986/23]

*199. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of protection orders, safety orders and barring 
orders	issued	in	each	of	the	past	five	years	2018,	2019,	2020,	2021,	and	2022,	in	tabular	form.	—	
Jim O’Callaghan. [8987/23]

*200. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of domestic abuse cases heard in court 
in	 each	 of	 the	 past	 five	 years	 2018,	 2019,	 2020,	 2021,	 and	 2022,	 in	 tabular	 form.	 —	 Jim	
O’Callaghan. [8988/23]

*201. To ask the Minister for Justice if he will provide this Deputy with a report by an 
organisation (details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. [9026/23]

*202. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of retired senior civil servants and public 
servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	 State	 boards,	 authorities	 and	 other	 State-
appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by the Public Appointments 
Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [9056/23]
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*203. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of senior staff members of his Department or 
of State bodies under the aegis of his Department who are also on the boards of bodies registered 
for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, or on the board of bodies 
which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State authorities; if it is intended to 
issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these bodies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9074/23]

*204. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of applications received and the number 
of approvals issued on an annual basis since its inception in respect of the immigrant investor 
programme, under each investment fund; the total investment under each fund, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [9183/23]

*205. To ask the Minister for Justice the reason a person (details supplied) cannot apply for a 
visa in London; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [9214/23]

Chun an Aire Sláinte: To the Minister for Health.

*206. To ask the Minister for Health the steps he intends taking to ensure that every 
community healthcare organisation has a community neuro-rehabilitation team as previously 
promised, including CHO7 in particular, where none is available at present; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [8953/23]

*207. To ask the Minister for Health the up-to-date position with an application for funding 
for a Section 39 organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Duncan Smith. [8966/23]

*208. To ask the Minister for Health if he will expedite an appointment for a person (details 
supplied). — Robert Troy. [8909/23]

*209. To ask the Minister for Health if he will urgently expedite an application for the fair deal 
scheme on behalf of a person (details supplied). — Robert Troy. [8929/23]

*210. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons presenting to emergency 
departments after being spiked with a drug or substance without their knowledge in each of the 
years from 2017 to date; if there has been an increase in presentations of syringe spiking; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [8930/23]

*211. To ask the Minister for Health if he will meet with a group (details supplied) at his 
earliest convenience; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [8933/23]

*212. To ask the Minister for Health if he will revisit the apparent decision to relocate the 
Naas ante-natal clinic attached to the Coombe Hospital to Portlaoise Hospital, thereby duplicating 
services at a hospital that already has its own maternity unit where women will deliver locally, 
but leaving Kildare women who will deliver at the Coombe, without their much-relied on the 
clinic in Naas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [8934/23]

*213. To ask the Minister for Health the reason a child (details supplied) has been waiting 16 
months to receive surgery at University Hospital Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [8937/23]
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*214. To ask the Minister for Health if, persons paying for IVF treatment between now and 
September 2023 will be reimbursed for their costs from September onwards, in view of his stated 
intention to begin providing interim public funding for IVF treatment via private clinics from 
September 2023 and given the urgency involved in accessing IVF treatment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [8963/23]

*215. To ask the Minister for Health when an application for the special recognition pandemic 
payment will be processed for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Pádraig Mac Lochlainn. [8983/23]

*216. To ask the Minister for Health the reason a person (details supplied) has to wait so long 
for an operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [8989/23]

*217. To ask the Minister for Health the process by which pregnant women experiencing 
extreme nausea and vomiting can obtain the drug cariban; the reason cariban cannot be prescribed 
by a GP on the drugs payment scheme given that most women do not see a consultant until after 
12 weeks; the steps pregnant women can take to help with the extreme nausea and vomiting for 
the	first	12	weeks	or	until	 the	drug	can	be	accessed;	 the	standard	practice	 in	other	EU	member	
states; and the number of cariban prescriptions that have been processed through the drugs 
payment scheme to date. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [8990/23]

*218. To ask the Minister for Health the incentives that are in place to encourage dental 
practices to take part in the dental treatment services scheme particularly with regard to rural 
communities where there will be a lower density of dental practices; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [9005/23]

*219.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 if	 he	 will	 confirm	 when	 the	 PRSP	 will	 be	 paid	 to	 a	
healthcare assistant, (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie 
Cahill. [9006/23]

*220. To ask the Minister for Health the number of minor injuries units in hospitals across 
County Tipperary; the hours and days each minor injuries unit operates; the number of patients 
treated in each unit in each of the years 2020, 2021, 2022 and to date in 2023, in tabular form; the 
treatments that are available at these minor injuries units in County Tipperary; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [9008/23]

*221. To ask the Minister for Health if the HSE has any plans to extend the opening hours 
of each minor injuries unit which operates in County Tipperary; if the opening hours will be 
extended in 2023 to include weekends; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Lowry. [9009/23]

*222. To ask the Minister for Health if the HSE has any plans to increase the number of minor 
injuries units in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Lowry. [9010/23]

*223. To ask the Minister for Health the number of agencies that met the pandemic special 
recognition payment criteria and have been engaged with by a company (details supplied); the 
number	of	claims	processed	by	the	company	to	date;	the	number	of	claims	queued	for	processing	
by the company; the number of claims currently being processed by the company; the number 
of agencies that have yet to provide the necessary information to the company in order for their 
claim to be processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [9015/23]
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*224. To ask the Minister for Health the number of staff in the children’s disability network 
teams for the Dublin area, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Patrick Costello. [9023/23]

*225. To ask the Minister for Health the hours during which the critical care retrieval 
service for children is currently available; the reason this does not operate on a 24/7 basis; the 
alternatives that are in place when this service is not available; if there are plans to extend this to 
a 24/7 service the hours during which the critical care retrieval service for children is currently 
available; the reason this does not operate on a 24/7 basis; the alternatives that are in place when 
this service is not available; if there are plans to extend this to a 24/7 service; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [9027/23]

*226. To ask the Minister for Health the number of retired senior civil servants and public 
servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	 State	 boards,	 authorities	 and	 other	 State-
appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by the Public Appointments 
Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [9054/23]

*227. To ask the Minister for Health the number of senior staff members of his Department or 
of State bodies under the aegis of his Department who are also on the boards of bodies registered 
for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, or on the board of bodies 
which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State authorities; if it is intended to 
issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these bodies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9072/23]

*228. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 573 of 25 October 
2022, if the review has been completed on GP services in Rearcross, Newport, County Tipperary; 
when GP services will resume there; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie 
Cahill. [9098/23]

*229. To ask the Minister for Health if he will report on progress to give statutory recognition 
and protection to the designation of ‘counsellor’; if he will provide a timeline for the opening 
of	 the	planned	 register	 for	 counsellors;	 and	his	views	on	 the	adequacy	of	existing	and	planned	
measures to regulate rogue crisis pregnancy agencies. — Ivana Bacik. [9099/23]

*230. To ask the Minister for Health his views on rogue crisis pregnancy agencies performing 
transvaginal ultrasounds in early pregnancy; and his plans to regulate the practice. — Ivana 
Bacik. [9100/23]

*231. To ask the Minister for Health if supports will be introduced to assist people suffering 
with ME and POTS with medical costs arising from their conditions; if his attention has been 
drawn to reports that in many instances, people are off work due to these diseases and have a 
much-reduced income, if any; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. 
[9101/23]

*232.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 status	 of	 the	Youth	 Pathfinder	 Project	 for	Mental	
Health; when the project will be operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Róisín Shortall. [9152/23]



862

*233.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	estimated	cost	of	implementing	the	Youth	Pathfinder	
Project for Mental Health in 2023, 2024 and 2025; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Róisín Shortall. [9153/23]

*234.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 estimated	 cost	 of	 developing	 an	 adult	 pathfinder	
project	for	mental	health,	along	the	lines	of	the	Youth	Pathfinder	Project	for	Mental	Health;	and	if	
he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [9154/23]

*235. To ask the Minister for Health if consideration has been given to allowing parents and 
carers use the National Treatment Purchase Fund to access private assessments and services, 
given the ongoing challenges in children’s disability services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [9164/23]

*236. To ask the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expedited for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [9173/23]

*237.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	a	person	(details	supplied)	qualifies	for	a	new	device;	
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [9174/23]

*238. To ask the Minister for Health if home help hours will be expedited for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [9190/23]

*239. To ask the Minister for Health when a community neuro-rehabilitation team will be 
established in CHO4; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Moynihan. 
[9215/23]

*240. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the concerns of an 
organisation (details supplied) regarding the current reimbursement policy for cariban in respect 
of medication to treat hyperemesis gravidarum; if he will pursue the HSE to have this medication 
licensed with the Health Products Regulatory Authority in order that it can be to be prescribed 
through a GP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [9216/23]

*241. To ask the Minister for Health if a colonoscopy will be arranged as a matter of urgency 
for a person (details supplied). — John McGuinness. [9233/23]

*242. To ask the Minister for Health if he will review an application for the pandemic 
recognition payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Peter Burke. [9234/23]

*243. To ask the Minister for Health if he plans to review the income thresholds for the 
medical card scheme in view of the increased cost of living; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Ged Nash. [9238/23]

*244. To ask the Minister for Health his views on Children’s Health Ireland’s decision to use 
an electronic health system in the new children’s hospital which is not compatible with other 
hospital’s systems, including St. James’s; the engagements he has had with CHI on this matter; 
the expected timeline for establishing interoperability between this system and existing electronic 
health systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [9265/23]

*245. To ask the Minister for Health the timeline he is working towards for the publication of 
his amendments to the Health (Assisted Human Reproduction) Bill 2022; when he expects this 
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Bill to reach Committee stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. 
[9266/23]

Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

*246. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will provide details of 
the turnover of staff in his Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022, in tabular 
form; and the percentage of total staff which this represents in each category. — Róisín Shortall. 
[9277/23]

*247. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will list the people or 
organisations that are members of the working group on the control of dogs review; and if there is 
a	qualified	canine	behaviourist	within	the	working	group.	—	Eoin	Ó	Broin.	[8939/23]

*248. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will reply to the issues 
raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding TB testing laws; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Sean Fleming. [8955/23]

*249. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an ACRES application can 
be awarded to a person (details supplied). — Robert Troy. [8964/23]

*250. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason road planting, 
thinning and felling licences are not active since the start of 2023; the measures that are to be 
taken by those who are in limbo since December 2022 when their licences expired (details 
supplied); when they can expect all licences to be renewed and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Niamh Smyth. [8992/23]

*251. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he is of the view that his 
Department should take on the responsibility of submitting form 1 forestry applications for grant-
aided schemes, in light of the amount of work it is taking for foresters to do, to allow foresters 
instead complete ground work (details supplied). — Cathal Crowe. [8997/23]

*252. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans to remove the 
exemption which allows for the destruction of up to half a kilometre of hedgerows without 
assessment or special permissions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ivana Bacik. 
[9031/23]

*253. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of retired senior 
civil	 servants	 and	 public	 servants	 appointed	 by	 the	 officeholder	 of	 the	 day	 to	 State	 boards,	
authorities and other State-appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by 
the Public Appointments Service, in each of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9045/23]

*254. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of senior staff 
members of his Department or of State bodies under the aegis of his Department who are also 
on the boards of bodies registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 
2015, or on the board of bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State 
authorities; if it is intended to issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these 
bodies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9063/23]
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*255. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if Rásaíocht Con Éireann 
supplied	all	the	figures	used	in	a	report	(details	supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter. — Joe Flaherty. [9156/23]

*256. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if Rásaíocht Con Éireann had 
sight	of	all	the	figures	used	in	a	report	(details	supplied)	prior	to	the	report	being	written;	and	if	
he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Flaherty. [9157/23]

*257. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of active racing 
greyhound owners registered with Rásaíocht Con Éireann for each of the years 2018 to 2022, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Flaherty. [9158/23]

*258.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 he	 will	 provide	 specific	
details in relation to a report (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Joe Flaherty. [9159/23]

*259.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 he	 will	 provide	 specific	
details in relation to a report (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Joe Flaherty. [9160/23]

*260.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 he	 will	 provide	 specific	
details in relation to a report (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Joe Flaherty. [9161/23]

*261.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 he	 will	 provide	 specific	
details in relation to a report (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Joe Flaherty. [9162/23]

*262.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 he	 will	 provide	 specific	
details in relation to a report (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Joe Flaherty. [9163/23]

Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

*263. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide details 
of the turnover of staff in her Department for each of the years 2020, 2021 and 2022, in tabular 
form; and the percentage of total staff which this represents in each category. — Róisín Shortall. 
[9277/23]

*264. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her plans to commence 
the next round of the Outdoor Recreational Infrastructure Programme; when it will be open for 
applications; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [8950/23]

*265. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the amount of the €50 
million community recognition fund that has been spent to date; and what it has been spent on. — 
Peadar Tóibín. [8993/23]

*266. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of retired 
senior	civil	servants	and	public	servants	appointed	by	the	officeholder	of	the	day	to	State	boards,	
authorities and other State-appointed bodies, after being recommended on draft lists submitted by 
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the Public Appointments Service, in each of the past ten years; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9058/23]

*267. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of senior staff 
members of her Department or of State bodies under the aegis of her Department who are also 
on the boards of bodies registered for lobbying purposes under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 
2015, or on the board of bodies which have had to disclose that they engaged in lobbying State 
authorities; if it is intended to issue directions of the appropriateness of such involvement in these 
bodies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9076/23]

*268. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will outline the way 
in which a centralised funding platform can be built in the absence of the fundamental data 
infrastructure of a trusted database of all Irish community and voluntary organisations (details 
supplied), in the context of the Pobal scoping exercise regarding a national funding platform. — 
Catherine Murphy. [9208/23]

*269. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the estimated cost of 
developing the proposed national funding platform (details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. 
[9209/23]

*270. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the way in which she will 
provide	data	required	by	the	CSO	for	the	preparation	of	the	national	accounts	(details	supplied).	
— Catherine Murphy. [9210/23]

CEISTEANNA, SEACHAS CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH, 
I gCOMHAIR FREAGRA Ó BHÉAL DÉARDAOIN, 23 FEABHRA, 2023 

QUESTIONS, OTHER THAN QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY, FOR ORAL 
ANSWER ON THURSDAY, 23 FEBRUARY, 2023

 
Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

1. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the way her Department is 
supporting men’s sheds and sister sheds; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — David 
Stanton. [9020/23]

2. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the status of the progress in 
relation to repairs and works to be carried out on the piers for the Islands; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [8369/23]

3. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if the constituency of Cork 
east will receive funding under the Social Inclusion Community Activation Programme. — James 
O’Connor. [9273/23]

4. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an 
update on the Streetscape Enhancement Initiative for Ballyconnell, County Cavan. — Niamh 
Smyth. [9231/23]
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5. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the role her Department is 
taking in the implementation of the National Drugs Strategy. — Thomas Gould. [9262/23]

6. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if the 2023 town and village 
renewal scheme will open for applications; the priorities or themes that will be central to this 
coming year’s scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [9228/23]

7. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of community 
groups in counties Cavan and Monaghan that are in receipt of funding under the Social Inclusion 
Community Activation Programme. — Niamh Smyth. [9232/23]

8. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will outline the 
funding programmes available to men’s and women’s sheds from her Department. — Holly 
Cairns. [8588/23]

9. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development how her Department is 
engaging with local communities to encourage awareness and applications to the community 
recognition fund; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [8977/23]

10. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 401 of 19 January 2023, the date on which the new policy for the islands will be 
published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [9083/23]

11. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if her Department has 
assessed the potential for the rural economy of the development of circular economy strategies; 
and the extent to which initiatives with a focus on more sustainable use of products and materials, 
and	on	recovery	and	reuse	are	figuring	among	projects	receiving	support	from	her	Department.	—	
Richard Bruton. [8133/23]

12. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will consider a 
reform of the funding model for the local improvement scheme, in view of the unsustainably long 
waiting lists in counties such as Kerry, notwithstanding the substantial provision of funding to 
County	Kerry	in	recent	years;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	
[9268/23]

13. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 320 of 14 December 2022, if she will provide an update on the development of 
Caladh Mór pier on Inis Meáin; if her Department has received the draft business case to date; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [9084/23]

14. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her views on increasing the 
annual funding for the LEADER programme. — Holly Cairns. [8586/23]

15. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the funding drawn down to 
date for a project (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias 
Moynihan. [9223/23]

16. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the way her Department 
encourages and supports the development of community representative organisations, especially 
in areas where none currently exist; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — David 
Stanton. [9019/23]
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17. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the steps being taken to 
implement a community wealth building strategy in rural Ireland similar to that of Preston City 
Council and Ayrshire County Council. — Brian Stanley. [8945/23]

18. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will give an update on 
the work being carried out on remote working hubs and broadband connection points; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Ruairí Ó Murchú. [8153/23]

19. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an 
update on the works on a building (details supplied) in Kilrush, to be funded by the building 
acquisition	measure	of	the	town	and	village	renewal	scheme.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	[9042/23]

20. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will report on her 
recent attendance at the Future Forum on Rural Development in Berlin. — Peadar Tóibín. 
[8424/23]

21. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will report on 
the outcomes of the pilot bike and e-bike upcycling initiative; her plans to bring additional 
organisations into the initiative; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brian Leddin. 
[9229/23]

22. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the steps she is taking to 
address the growing challenges libraries face in affording e-books and the increasingly restrictive 
terms applied by publishers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-
Walsh. [9275/23]

23. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her plans to increase 
funding for the social inclusion and community activation programme; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [9240/23]

24. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when the high-speed 
internet hubs announced under the National Broadband Plan will be delivered; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [2039/23]

25. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will outline the 
mechanism open to local authorities who wish to provide seating and viewpoints on mountains 
enjoyed by walkers such as the Cooley Mountains in County Louth; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Ruairí Ó Murchú. [8154/23]

26. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an 
update on the public realm improvements scheme for the enhancement of the River Barrow in 
Bagenalstown, County Carlow, due to be completed under the town and village renewal scheme. 
— Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [9022/23]

27. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she has received 
correspondence for representatives of the agricultural sector related to a recent EPA report (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [8425/23]

28. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an 
update	on	the	roll-out	of	the	towns	first	policy;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Claire Kerrane. [8976/23]
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29. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when work commenced on 
the development of an Island Plan or Policy; when it is now hoped to publish it; the reason for the 
delay in doing this; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [9176/23]

30. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the measures her 
Department is taking to address poverty and social exclusion across Ireland. — Willie O’Dea. 
[9253/23]

31. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 321 of 14 December 2022, the status of the 2023 community centres investment 
fund which will be targeted for new build community centres; the details of the funding that will 
be allocated to new build community centres under the scheme; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [9086/23]

32. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an 
update on the purchasing of vacant and derelict properties for future development as community 
assets	by	Cork	City	Council	and	Cork	County	Council	under	 the	building	acquisition	measure;	
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [9256/23]

33. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she has met with the 
Working Group established to review the Control of Dogs Act 1986; if a timeframe for the 
completion of the review has been established; her views on the composition of the group; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [8797/23]

34. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the role her Department is 
taking in the Town Centres First policy initiative. — Thomas Gould. [9263/23]

35. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an 
update on the rural regeneration and development fund to date; if she will provide an update on 
the list of all projects which are scheduled for completion in Cork in 2023; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [9255/23]

36. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 401 of 19 January 2023, the status of the examination of the draft Islands policy by 
her Department; when she expects to bring the approved policy before Government; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [9082/23]

37. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 319 of 14 December 2022, if she will provide an update on the development of the 
pier on Inis Oírr; the status of the CPO process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Catherine Connolly. [9085/23]

38. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her plans to provide grants 
to community centres in 2023; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul McAuliffe. 
[9239/23]

39. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the supports available to 
community	groups	facing	rising	running	costs	due	to	inflation	and	energy	price	increases;	and	if	
she will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [9021/23]
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40. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if remote working hubs 
could be provided in rural areas. — Willie O’Dea. [9254/23]

41. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide 
an update on the islands strategy; when the strategy will be published; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [8587/23]

42. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will outline her 
programme for rural and community development throughout the country in the coming year; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [9178/23]

43. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an 
update	on	the	building	acquisition	measure	for	a	property	(details	supplied)	in	Mitchelstown.	—	
James O’Connor. [9272/23]

44. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will expand the 
dog warden service in Cork city and county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Pádraig O’Sullivan. [8796/23]

45. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her views on the very short 
application window for the community recognition fund 2023, launched on 14 February, with 
a closing date for submission of expressions of interest of 24 February 2023; how such a short 
timeframe is considered acceptable for applications to a fund offering a minimum of €25,000; 
her further views on whether such a short timeframe could be considered exclusionary; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [9276/23]

46. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the date of the last meeting 
of the mobile phone and broadband taskforce; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Denis Naughten. [2038/23]

47. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if her Department will 
consider increasing the funding under the local improvement schemes allocated to County Clare; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Cathal Crowe. [9041/23]

48. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the interaction his 
Department has had with an organisation (details supplied) and other stakeholders to consider the 
role and development of co-operatives in rural communities. — Brian Stanley. [8944/23]

49. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development what a service that was 
formerly provided by a company (details supplied) will look like under the direction of her 
Department; and if she will give a commitment that the information available will be easily 
accessed and not restricted. — Paul Donnelly. [9236/23]

50. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the support made available 
by her Department for communities in order to respond to the accommodation of people arriving 
from Ukraine or for International Protection; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [9044/23]

51. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the proactive steps 
her Department is taking to work with the Department of Transport to explore and realise the 
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potential of e-bikes for rural communities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Brian Leddin. [9230/23]

52. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if her Department 
has assessed the potential of the high-speed broadband network to create potential for 
rural development and the number of projects emerging for support from her Department’s 
programmes which utilise its potential. — Richard Bruton. [8132/23]

53. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development how her Department is 
supporting	island-specific	projects	within	the	development	of	local	development	strategies	under	
stage 2 of the LEADER programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire 
Kerrane. [8975/23]

54. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the amount of funding that 
has been provided to County Kerry in recent years under the local improvement scheme; the 
amount	that	was	requested	by	Kerry	County	Council	each	year	versus	the	amount	allocated;	and	
if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[9269/23]

55. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an 
update on the forthcoming Islands strategy; when the strategy will be published; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [8973/23]

56. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she has had any 
interaction with a project (details supplied) that provides a blueprint for advanced skills and 
trainings in the social economy; and if a commitment will be given to work with the project. — 
Paul Donnelly. [9237/23]

57. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an 
update on the roll-out of the community recognition fund; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Alan Farrell. [8490/23]

58. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development in relation to the announced 
allocation of €12.5 million to the local improvement scheme for 2023, if further funding is being 
considered for this scheme given the demand; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Claire Kerrane. [8974/23]

59. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the degree to which 
she continues to fund infrastructure throughout the country, in such a way as to encourage the 
retention of jobs and the attraction of investors in jobs throughout the regions; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [9177/23]

60. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her views on increasing the 
annual funding for the CLÁR programme. — Holly Cairns. [8585/23]

61. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the progress made to date 
in improving the pier facilities in Inis Oirr and at an Caladh Mór, Inis Meáin; the next steps in 
progressing each project; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. 
[9175/23]
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62. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her views in relation to 
expanding	the	number	of	community	recreation	officers	within	 local	authorities;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [8491/23]

63. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the position regarding the 
National Action Plan on the Development of the Islands; its expected date for completion; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [9043/23]

64. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the steps her Department 
is taking to support the development of walking and cycling trails, greenways and outdoor 
swimming facilities under her Department’s Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors Strategy; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [9227/23]

Chun an Aire Fiontar, Trádála agus Fostaíochta: To the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment.

65. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report on the work 
to	improve	processing	time	of	work	permits;	the	work	being	done	to	improve	the	efficiency	of	the	
work permit system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [9260/23]

66.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Enterprise,	Trade	and	Employment	the	number	of	enquiries	made	
in respect of the IDA site in Ballyadam, Carrigtwohill, County Cork in 2021, 2022 and to date in 
2023; the reason the site is not being developed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
David Stanton. [9018/23]

67. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the steps he is taking to 
support existing levels of employment in regional towns; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Denis Naughten. [2049/23]

68. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an update 
on the Midlands Regional Enterprise Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Barry Cowen. [8921/23]

69. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he has any plans to 
undertake a formal review of the operation of the Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [9000/23]

70.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Enterprise,	Trade	and	Employment	if	he	plans	to	extend	financial	
supports to businesses involved in import substitution from outside the EU; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [2050/23]

71. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his plans to make grants 
available to SMEs to ensure that their websites are accessible for those with disabilities; if it will 
become	a	requirement	of	the	trading	online	voucher	scheme	that	websites	are	accessible;	and	if	he	
will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [2047/23]

72. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he has concerns regarding 
the negative impact on Ireland of the relaxation of EU State aid rules which has seen France and 
Germany account for 77% of the €672 million EU-approved programmes since 22 March 2022 
following the Franco German Leaders’ meeting in Paris; the discussions he has had with other EU 
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partners on this potential competitive distortion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Brendan Howlin. [4005/23]

73. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the further supports planned 
for businesses challenged by high energy costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Jackie Cahill. [8979/23]

74. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will outline the 
engagement his Department has had with the Department of Finance in relation to the review 
and improvement of the business energy support scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Ruairí Ó Murchú. [8146/23]

75.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Enterprise,	 Trade	 and	 Employment	 if	 he	 intends	 to	 equalise	
minimum wage for those under 20 years. — Thomas Gould. [9247/23]

76. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the reason for paying 17-, 18- 
and 19-year-olds below the minimum wage per hours worked. — Gary Gannon. [6174/23]

77. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will outline the contact 
his Department has had with a large multinational company (details supplied) with workforces in 
counties Louth and Dublin that have announced cuts to its global workforce; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Ruairí Ó Murchú. [8147/23]

78. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the total spend on the 
provision	of	advance	industrial	units	by	the	IDA	in	each	county	for	the	past	five	years.	—	Brian	
Stanley. [8916/23]

79. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the preparations that have 
been undertaken in his Department to develop a circular economy strategy in key economic 
sectors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [8134/23]

80. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if preparatory work has 
begun to incorporate into legislation the recommendations on collective bargaining made by the 
high-level group on collective bargaining and industrial relations; if he will provide a timeline for 
when the matter will be legislated for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise 
O’Reilly. [9169/23]

81. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an update 
on the IDA commitment to deliver an advanced building solution in Longford town; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Joe Flaherty. [9093/23]

82. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if his attention has been 
drawn to a recent survey (details supplied) showing that the vast majority of workers have not 
received	wage	rises	in	line	with	inflation;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bríd	
Smith. [9251/23]

83. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the steps his Department has 
taken to mitigate further lay-offs in the technology sector. — Peadar Tóibín. [8423/23]
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84. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide a progress 
report on the IDA’s target of 76 investments for the mid-west region in the period 2021 to 2024; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Willie O’Dea. [8922/23]

85. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will amend the 
Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2018 to prevent employers from treating the upper 
range of banded hours as a cap when additional hours are being distributed (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [9249/23]

86. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of employment 
permits issued in respect of non-EEA home care workers since the changes in December 2022 
to the employment permits system for workers from outside the EEA to address skills shortages 
in the home care sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. 
[9167/23]

87. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the status of the EU-
Mercosur Trade Agreement; and the progress made on securing enforceable commitments on 
matters relating to sustainable development, the environment and deforestation. — Matt Carthy. 
[8317/23]

88. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide a progress 
report on the IDA’s 40 investments for the mid-east region in the period 2021 to 2024; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [8942/23]

89. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the steps he is taking to assist 
private sector employers to support employees working from home and digital co-working hubs 
in local towns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [2048/23]

90. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide details 
of the grants and supports available from his Department to assist persons with disabilities in 
establishing, building and sustaining their own businesses; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [9091/23]

91. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the measures he is taking to 
improve	the	work	permit	process	for	sectors	of	identified	shortage;	if	there	is	dedicated	focus	on	
the potential of those seeking asylum here to address some of that shortage; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [8320/23]

92. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the digital transformation 
supports and initiatives his Department is providing for businesses; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [8943/23]

93. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment how the new White Paper 
on Enterprise will help reduce the cost of doing business; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Smith. [9096/23]

94. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he has discussed with 
Enterprise Ireland the way to stimulate the establishment of indigenous businesses in the 
renewable energy supply chain through a national renewable energy business accelerator 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [2045/23]
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95. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the action his Department 
and the relevant State agencies under the remit of his Department, have taken or plan to take 
to facilitate remote working in all its forms; his views on the extent of remote working at 
present and on likely trends; his views on the impact that working remotely will have on future 
development of enterprise and on foreign direct investment in Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [9017/23]

96. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on whether the 
Joint Labour Committee is working effectively; if he has any designs on increasing its powers; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [9168/23]

97. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when his Department will 
move to recognise long-Covid in healthcare workers and others as an occupational injury, after 
they contracted Covid-19 on the frontline, often when PPE was sparse; the current liaising that is 
taking place with the Departments of Health and Social Protection on same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [8519/23]

98. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the reason the general 
scheme of the Co-operative Societies Bill 2022 makes no provision for the re-establishment 
of a Co-operative Development Unit given its success in the establishment of co-ops when 
operational; if he is aware of the work of the Co-operative Development Unit in Scotland, 
especially its work in the establishment of hugely successful employee owned co-ops in Glasgow, 
which is now designated a Co-Op city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise 
O’Reilly. [9172/23]

99. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an update 
on the proposed Co-Operative Societies Bill 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Moynihan. [9217/23]

100. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an 
update on the provision of an advance technology building via the IDA at Kerry Technology 
Park, Tralee, County Kerry; if he will help drive this important project for Kerry given the 
relative	 underperformance	 of	 the	 county	 in	 terms	 of	 employment	 figures	 under	 IDA-supported	
companies;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[9271/23]

101. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide a progress 
report on the IDA’s target of 25 investments for the midlands region in the period 2021 to 2024; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Barry Cowen. [8920/23]

102. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the current strategy in place 
to assist small businesses through the current cost-of-living crisis; if any further initiatives are 
contemplated in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[9179/23]

103. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on a report (details 
supplied) which was commissioned by a trade union; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Ged Nash. [9001/23]

104. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if the early experience with 
the small company rescue scheme is showing it has the capacity to allow viable businesses 
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restructure arrangements in order that jobs and livelihoods can be sustained. — Richard Bruton. 
[8135/23]

105. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the uptake to date by 
businesses in relation to energy costs supports; his plans to extend supports to businesses; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [9264/23]

106. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if any economic assessment 
has been undertaken by his Department regarding the economic impact of the continued housing 
shortage on the State’s FDI proposition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse 
Doherty. [3150/23]

107. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an update 
on the number of advance industrial units provided by the IDA in each country in the past ten 
years. — Brian Stanley. [8915/23]

108. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of IDA-supported 
jobs delivered in County Monaghan in each of the years 2018 to date in 2023; and the target 
number for creation in 2023. — Matt Carthy. [8318/23]

109. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the funding his Department 
has provided for the temporary business energy support scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [8978/23]

110. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report on the 
operation of his Department’s Budget 2023 package to help businesses with escalating energy 
costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [9192/23]

111. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide a report on 
his attendance at the informal EU Competitiveness Council in Stockholm; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [8940/23]

112. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will outline his efforts to 
attract foreign direct investment in Ireland in 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Alan Farrell. [8489/23]

113. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 83 of 13 December 2022, the status of the cross-departmental group, co-chaired by 
his Department, to oversee implementation of the transition from the atypical scheme for non-
EEA	 crew	 in	 the	 Irish	 fishing	 fleet	 to	 the	 employment	 permits	 scheme;	 the	 terms	 of	 reference	
of the group; the membership of the group; the number of times the group has met to date; if 
minutes are taken in respect of the group’s meetings; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [9092/23]

114. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment how the new White Paper 
on Enterprise will help businesses in the Border region; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Smith. [9095/23]

115. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an 
overview of the new White Paper on Enterprise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Pádraig O’Sullivan. [9193/23]
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116. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on non-compliance 
by	private	security	firms	with	the	Employment	Regulation	Order	for	the	security	industry;	and	if	
he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [9252/23]

117. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when the IDA will put out 
to tender the construction of a new advanced manufacturing building on its site at Marlinstown, 
Mullingar; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Robert Troy. [8884/23]

118. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an update 
on the implementation of the recommendations of the Duffy-Cahill report. — Thomas Gould. 
[9246/23]

119. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an update 
on the IDA advanced factory in Carlow; the action being taken to attract businesses to the factory; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [8911/23]

120. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report on the 
progress of the Programme for Government commitment to progress to a living wage over the 
lifetime of the Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. 
[8918/23]

121. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if the Government has a 
strategy to ensure that supports are available to new forms of aviation, such as drone technology. 
— Cathal Crowe. [9258/23]

122. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an update 
on the South-East Regional Enterprise Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [8910/23]

123. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an update 
on the IDA’s delivery of an advanced building solution for Castlebar; if a strategic land bank has 
been procured; when the advanced building solution will proceed to planning stage; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [9225/23]

124. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an update 
on the development of the new IDA site in Drogheda; when it will be completed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [9002/23]

125. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his response to the report by 
an organisation (details supplied) which shows that nearly two-thirds of retail workers are earning 
less than €451 per week. — Holly Cairns. [8584/23]

126. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide a progress 
report on the IDA’s 118 investments for the south-west region in the period 2021 to 2024; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Moynihan. [9218/23]

127. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will be taking any new 
measures	to	help	businesses	with	inflation;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Joe	
Flaherty. [9094/23]
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128. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide an update 
on the Mid-West Regional Enterprise Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Willie O’Dea. [8923/23]

129. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the status of the employment 
regulation order for the security industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Maurice Quinlivan. [8917/23]

130. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report on his 
meeting with technology companies in the USA. — Peadar Tóibín. [8422/23]

131. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment as he prepares to address a 
cross-Border business conference in Dundalk next month, the new supports he will put in place to 
help businesses in the Dublin to Belfast economic corridor to cope with the continuing challenges 
of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [9003/23]

132. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on the stability of 
the technology sector in Ireland in 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan 
Farrell. [8488/23]

133. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will abolish sub-
minimum rates of pay for young workers and ensure that all workers receive at least the national 
minimum wage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [9250/23]

134. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will meet with 
representatives of workers of a supermarket chain (details supplied) who have been employed 
there since before 1998 and who have faced numerous attacks on their status by the company, 
including the refusal by the company to award them pay rises given to other staff; if he can 
clarify the protections that are presently in place or are planned by his Department to stop 
employers like the aforementioned company from targeting senior staff in this way; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [9248/23]

135. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his plans to strengthen co-
operatives in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [8941/23]

136. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the reasons for excluding 
domestically	trading	companies	from	direct	financial	assistance	to	facilitate	expansion	or	growth	
activities in the White Paper on Enterprise 2022-2030; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [9274/23]

137. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 123 of 13 December 2022, if he will provide a status update on his Department’s 
engagement with the Department of Foreign Affairs with a view to developing a new action plan 
on business and human rights and to advancing effective action in this area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [9166/23]

138. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when the new regional 
enterprise development fund will be open to applications; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Robert Troy. [8883/23]
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139. To ask the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his plans to expand 
the regional business innovation centres to include the Midwest region; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Brian Leddin. [9221/23]
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