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Chun an Aire Cosanta: To the Minister for Defence.

1. To ask the Minister for Defence the interaction between the Navy and the Air Corps in 
relation to the new Cassa aeroplanes due to be delivered to the Irish Defence Forces; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [58338/22]

2. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update on the progress of the interim 
report by the Independent Review Group into sexual abuse in the Defence Forces; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Gino Kenny. [57624/22]

3. To ask the Minister for Defence the measures that he and his Department are implementing 
or intending to implement to stem the exodus of doctors from the Defence Forces; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [58339/22]

4.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	 current	 number	 of	medical	 officer	 vacancies;	 the	
extent to which this is impacting on Defence Force operations; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Cathal Berry. [58477/22]

5. To ask the Minister for Defence the timeline for the delivery of a military air doctrine, 
following the publication of the Commission on the Future of the Defence Forces and the subsequent 
publication of the Government’s high-level implementation plan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — John Brady. [58340/22]

CEISTEANNA EILE 
OTHER QUESTIONS

Chun an Aire Cosanta: To the Minister for Defence.

6. To ask the Minister for Defence the measures that his Department is taking to implement 
parity	of	healthcare	between	officers	and	enlisted	personnel	in	the	Defence	Forces.	—	Sorca	Clarke.	
[58288/22]

7.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Defence	 the	 progress	 that	 has	 been	 made	 on	 fulfilling	 the	
Government commitment to increase recruitment in the Defence Forces by 2,000 by 2028; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [58350/22]

8. To ask the Minister for Defence the number of permanent Defence Forces personnel 
inducted and discharged by rank to date in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	[58280/22]
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9. To ask the Minister for Defence the number of Defence Forces personnel inducted and 
discharged by rank to date in 2022. — Cathal Berry. [58474/22]

10. To ask the Minister for Defence the way that it is proposed to strengthen the Reserve 
Defence	Forces;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[58381/22]

11. To ask the Minister for Defence the actions that have been taken to upgrade Ireland’s 
defence system in response to the recent commission on the subject. — Richard Bruton. [58431/22]

12. To ask the Minister for Defence the matters that were discussed when he met with his 
counterparts at the recent EU Defence Ministers meeting in Brussels; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [58138/22]

13. To ask the Minister for Defence the number of Irish troops that are to be deployed as part 
of the Ukraine training detachment from the EU; the arrangements for their safety and security 
during this work; the command structure under which they will operate and if they will be operating 
as part of a cohesive larger EU military training mission; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [57853/22]

14. To ask the Minister for Defence the capital works planned for military installations in 
2023;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	[58384/22]

15. To ask the Minister for Defence the security infrastructure that is in place for undersea 
cables; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [58445/22]

16. To ask the Minister for Defence when the Army nursing service review will be completed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cathal Berry. [58476/22]

17. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update on Project R9 - Additional 
specialist posts for high turnover and long lead in appointments in the High Level Implementation 
plan	Strengthening	our	Defence	Forces.	—	James	Lawless.	[58282/22]

18. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will detail according to rank the number of vacancies 
in the Defence Forces in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim 
O’Callaghan. [58286/22]

19. To ask the Minister for Defence if members of the emergency aeromedical service in 
Athlone and those who assisted with mandatory hotel quarantine will receive the €1,000 pandemic 
recognition payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cathal Berry. [58473/22]

20. To ask the Minister for Defence the status of a Project A2 - Workforce Planning in the 
High	Level	Implementation	plan	Strengthening	our	Defence	Forces.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[58285/22]

21. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update on Ireland’s involvement in 
the EU military assistance mission in support of Ukraine (EUMAM Ukraine); if the training of 
Ukrainian soldiers on EU soil has begun; if not, the timeline for when it is expected to begin; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [58220/22]

22. To ask the Minister for Defence if he plans to extend the runway at Baldonnel Airport; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [58335/22]
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23. To ask the Minister for Defence the status of the implementation of the technical pay 
agreement for the Defence Forces agreed in 2019. — Peadar Tóibín. [57493/22]

24. To ask the Minister for Defence his views on the recruitment and retention crisis in the 
Irish	Naval	Service;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Gino	Kenny.	[57622/22]

25. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will report on the delivery of the early actions 
outlined in the High Level Action Plan for the Commission on the Defence Forces and if all targets 
will be met. — Jim O’Callaghan. [58287/22]

26. To ask the Minister for Defence the extent to which the reforms in the Defence Forces 
identified	 in	 a	 recent	 report	 are	being	put	 in	place	with	particular	 reference	 to	 all	 of	 the	major	
recommendations including recruitment, pay and conditions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58360/22]

27. To ask the Minister for Defence further to Parliamentary Question No. 361 of 11 October 
2022, when he expects the next recruitment campaign for the Reserve Defence Forces to open; and 
if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	David	Stanton.	[57629/22]

28.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Defence	the	status	of	Project	V1	-	Review	of	Pay	Structures	in	
the	High	Level	 Implementation	plan	Strengthening	our	Defence	Forces.	—	Michael	Moynihan.	
[58283/22]

29. To ask the Minister for Defence if he has seen the interim report by the independent 
review group into the allegations by a group known as the Women of Honour and others; if he 
intends	to	publish	same;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sorca	Clarke.	[58290/22]

30. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update on Project R4 - Barriers to 
extended	participation	in	the	PDF:	Review	of	Mandatory	Retirement	Ages	for	Officers	in	the	High	
Level	Implementation	plan	Strengthening	our	Defence	Forces.	—	James	Lawless.	[58281/22]

31. To ask the Minister for Defence Ireland’s involvement in the EU’s training of Ukrainian 
defence force members; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. 
[57653/22]

32.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Defence	the	specific	action	his	Department	has	taken	in	relation	to	
the recruitment of aircraft technicians given the levels of vacancies that currently exist in the Air 
Corps	and	the	buoyant	Irish	aviation	market.	—	Sorca	Clarke.	[58289/22]

33. To ask the Minister for Defence the number of vacancies that exist in the Defence Forces 
by rank. — Cathal Berry. [58475/22]

34. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update on the work of the independent 
review to examine the effectiveness of the policies, systems and procedures in place for dealing 
with bullying, harassment, discrimination, sexual harassment and sexual assault in the Defence 
Forces; if the review group is on track to complete its work by end-2022; if the review group is 
carrying out an analysis on the number of Defence Forces members who have been required to 
sign non-disclosure agreements as a result of a legal settlement in respect of actions for sexual 
harassment, discrimination or bullying; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [58221/22]
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35. To ask the Minister for Defence if consideration is being given to a review of the structure 
of the Army as recommended in the Report of the Commission on the Defence Forces; and if he 
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	[58383/22]

36. To ask the Minister for Defence the timeframe for the selection of a new Army headquarters; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Robert Troy. [58356/22]

37.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Defence	if	he	is	satisfied	with	the	level	of	uptake	on	the	current	
recruitment drive for the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias 
Moynihan. [58421/22]

38. To ask the Minister for Defence his views on reports that the number of personnel going 
AWOL in the Defence Forces will hit a ten-year high; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Gino Kenny. [57623/22]

39. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update on plans to develop primary 
radar systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [57454/22]

40. To ask the Minister for Defence the increase in wages that has been put in place for non-
commissioned Defence Force Members since June 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [57854/22]

41. To ask the Minister for Defence if his Department plans to review the tech pay and 
allowance	 and	 the	 specific	 service	 commitment	 schemes	 for	 aircraft	 technicians	within	 the	Air	
Corps; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [58337/22]

42. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will report on the delayed payment of the Covid 
recognition payment to the Defence Forces. — Peadar Tóibín. [57492/22]

43. To ask the Minister for Defence the status of the payment to soldiers who worked with the 
health services during the Covid pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
Murphy. [58139/22]

44.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Defence	when	he	expects	the	Defence	Forces’	office	of	reserve	
affairs to be established; the proposed structure of same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.	—	David	Stanton.	[57630/22]

45. To ask the Minister for Defence the progress that has been made in relation to plans for 
the	protection	of	critical	State	infrastructure	in	the	coming	months	and	years;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Ruairí Ó Murchú. [57665/22]

46.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Defence	 his	 plans	 to	 improve	 the	 capacity	 of	 the	 Office	 of	
Emergency Planning in view of the increasing frequency and impact of adverse weather events due 
to climate change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [58349/22]

47. To ask the Minister for Defence the steps that his Department is taking to promote Ireland’s 
highly	qualified	defence	 forces	personnel	 staying	 in	 the	Defence	Forces;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Jennifer Carroll MacNeill. [57958/22]
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48. To ask the Minister for Defence the way in which he proposes to improve the conditions 
of	service	for	Defence	Forces	medical	officers;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	[58279/22]

49. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide further clarity on the purpose and 
function of his attendance as a keynote speaker at the “Building the Ecosystem” event in October 
2022 which promoted Ireland’s interaction with the arms industry. — Gary Gannon. [58444/22]

50.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Defence	if	he	is	satisfied	with	the	level	of	uptake	on	the	current	
recruitment	drive	for	the	Naval	Service;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Aindrias	
Moynihan. [58420/22]

51. To ask the Minister for Defence the extent to which any further embellishments can be 
made to protect Irish offshore, underwater or other telecommunication facilities with particular 
reference to the need to damage, deliberate or otherwise; if the necessary resources continue to be 
available to Ireland’s Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [58359/22]

52. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide an updated report on the progress 
that is being made on the further evaluation that is being carried out on the issue of long service 
increments in the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ruairí Ó 
Murchú. [57666/22]

53. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update on the Report of the 
Commission on Defence Forces of February 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Jennifer Carroll MacNeill. [57959/22]

54. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will report on Project R3 - Incentivised long service 
arrangements	-	NCO	and	Officer	rank	in	the	High	Level	Implementation	plan	Strengthening	our	
Defence Forces. — Michael Moynihan. [58284/22]

55. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update on the current level of interest 
in starting a career in the Defence Forces in comparison to previous years, particularly among 
women; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [57486/22]

CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH 
QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

56.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	her	attention	has	been	drawn	to	the	growing	difficulties	
regarding shortages of teachers at post-primary and primary schools and the impact that it is having 
on schools; and the action that she intends to take to address this. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. 
[58460/22]

57. To ask the Minister for Education her intentions to co-operate with any potential inquiry 
into abuse allegations in a secondary school (details supplied) and other educational institutions. 
— Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [58252/22]

58. To ask the Minister for Education the actions that have been taken to further the budgetary 
commitment to providing free schoolbooks at primary level; if she has engaged with the relevant 
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stakeholders since this announcement; and if she will outline the model that will be put in place. — 
Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [58461/22]

59. To ask the Minister for Education if she intends to bring forth legislation that will 
standardise the teaching of relationship and sexual education across all publicly funded Irish 
schools. — Gary Gannon. [58616/22]

60. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the preparations being 
undertaken	by	her	Department	and	the	NCSE	for	admissions	to	special	schools	and	special	classes	
in	September	2023;	if	it	has	forecasted	the	number	of	places	that	will	be	required;	and	if	all	parties	
are now beginning to analyse where it may be necessary to make use of legislation to compel 
schools rather than waiting until late spring. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [58462/22]

CEISTEANNA EILE 
OTHER QUESTIONS

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

61. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the recent statement 
by a person (details supplied) that there is a crisis in teacher recruitment and that two in every three 
primary schools in Dublin does not have its full quota of teachers; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Gino Kenny. [58363/22]

62. To ask the Minister for Education the number of students who applied for school bus 
tickets for the 2022-2023 academic year who have not yet received a school bus ticket; the number 
of these who were what is termed late eligible; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Éamon Ó Cuív. [57855/22]

63. To ask the Minister for Education his views on whether updated special needs’ reports 
should be ceased given that schools are still seeking updated reports for special needs children 
particularly for secondary schools and the fact that parents are stressed attempting to access private 
assessments to obtain a place for their child. — Joan Collins. [58413/22]

64. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on building works at a 
school (details supplied). — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [58212/22]

65. To ask the Minister for Education the supports and or supervision that are available for 
teachers	who	are	dealing	with	trauma	and	traumatised	students	on	a	regular	basis.	—	Sorca	Clarke.	
[58416/22]

66. To ask the Minister for Education the progress that has been made in relation to the 
proposed changes to the assessment of needs’ process; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [58255/22]

67. To ask the Minister for Education her plans to ensure that energy use in schools is 
addressed,	with	particular	reference	to	the	installation	of	solar	panels	and	retrofitting.	—	Donnchadh	
Ó Laoghaire. [58469/22]

68. To ask the Minister for Education if gambling awareness workshops have been rolled-out 
in secondary schools in County Tipperary; if she will ensure that no gambling industry-funded 
literature is used in schools to educate school-aged children regarding the dangers of gambling; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [58410/22]



5569

P.T.O

69. To ask the Minister for Education her plans, if any, to change conditions for teachers 
coming from abroad to qualify for incremental credit, for example, but not limited to, staff who 
held a part-time role in a recognised school setting abroad; and if she will outline any other actions 
that may attract teachers returning to the Irish education system. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. 
[58471/22]

70. To ask the Minister for Education the up-to-date report on both the temporary and 
permanent plans for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Richard Boyd Barrett. [57934/22]

71.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 the	number	of	primary	schools	with	DEIS	status	by	
county	in	2020,	2021	and	to	date	in	2022,	in	tabular	form.	—	Sorca	Clarke.	[58415/22]

72. To ask the Minister for Education the way that online safety and awareness is currently 
incorporated into the school curriculum at primary and post-primary school level; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [57484/22]

73. To ask the Minister for Education if she will take action to ensure that children with down 
syndrome in County Mayo have access to a school and supports in their local schools; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [58439/22]

74.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	number	of	special	educational	needs	officers	that	
have	been	appointed	to	County	Tipperary;	the	reason	that	there	is	no	full-time	SENOs	appointed	
in south County Tipperary; the number of children currently seeking special educational needs 
supports	in	County	Tipperary;	the	number	of	students	currently	awaiting	placement	in	an	ASD	unit	
and learning disability units in County Tipperary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Lowry. [58412/22]

75. To ask the Minister for Education the position regarding the school bus transport appeals 
process; if her attention has been drawn to reports that numerous children who previously had bus 
tickets cannot get any in 2022 and cannot get their appeal heard to date; if she can outline the next 
meeting of the appeals board; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — James O’Connor. 
[58435/22]

76. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which an adequacy of school places exists 
for children in all areas throughout the country including County Kildare and with particular 
reference to children with special needs at primary and or secondary level; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58362/22]

77. To ask the Minister for Education if she will review the decision by her Department not 
to	secure	additional	adjacent	land	in	Buncrana,	County	Donegal,	for	adequate	outdoor	green	field	
sports amenities for the 1,000 students that are projected to attend the new three school campuses 
for	the	town;	and	if	any	new	school	builds	over	the	past	five	years	have	included	adjacent	outdoor	
green	field	sports	amenities.	—	Pádraig	Mac	Lochlainn.	[58169/22]

78. To ask the Minister for Education when she will set the intake cap for primary teacher 
training courses in public universities; if she will consider raising the cap to allow more students 
to take a public route into the profession; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Rose 
Conway-Walsh. [58438/22]
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79.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	is	satisfied	that	there	will	be	sufficient	places	in	
secondary	schools	in	east	Cork	to	accommodate	student	enrolment	numbers	for	September	2023;	
and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	David	Stanton.	[57642/22]

80. To ask the Minister for Education the actions that she is taking to improve July Provision 
in advance of summer 2023; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pauline Tully. 
[58433/22]

81. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department will engage positively with a school 
(details supplied) regarding the future needs of the school and how best to progress; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Robert Troy. [58390/22]

82. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question No. 562 of 8 
November 2022, if a circular will be sent to schools with information on additional capitation 
funding and additional grants that could be used to cover day-to-day operating costs and energy 
costs in lieu of voluntary contributions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer 
Carroll MacNeill. [57799/22]

83. To ask the Minister for Education the total spending by her Department on in-service 
training of teachers and on leadership development programmes; and if she will set out her 
ambitions in this arena. — Richard Bruton. [58419/22]

84. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the new school build for a school (details 
supplied) given that it has been in its temporary location for the past three years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Carroll MacNeill. [57657/22]

85. To ask the Minister for Education if there are plans for the creation of new schools 
which fall under the remit of the City of Dublin Education and Training Board. — Gary Gannon. 
[58407/22]

86. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the new build for a school (details supplied); 
and if an autism class will be open for the 2023 school year. — Joan Collins. [58414/22]

87. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department will conduct a review of the school 
transportation crisis that occurred during the start of the 2022/2023 academic year as a result of 
her Department’s decision to waive costs of obtaining school bus tickets; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [58411/22]

88. To ask the Minister for Education her views on the introduction of psychology counsellors 
in schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [57457/22]

89.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	total	number	of	pupils	currently	accessing	SEN	units	
in primary and post-primary schools in the Louth and the east Meath catchment area; if there are 
plans	to	increase	capacity	in	the	catchment	areas,	given	the	significant	population	growth;	and	if	
she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [58047/22]

90. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she is taking to address the restrictions in 
the redress scheme for victims of historical school abuses. — Holly Cairns. [58132/22]
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91. To ask the Minister for Education if she has considered the reintroduction of an allowance 
for teachers on offshore islands; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. 
[57967/22]

92. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department will engage positively with a school 
(details supplied) regarding the construction of a new gymnasium and sports hall; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Robert Troy. [58391/22]

93. To ask the Minister for Education the progress that is being made on the opening of 
autism and special educational needs’ units in secondary schools under the Education (Admission 
to	Schools)	Act	2018;	the	progress	that	is	being	made	to	ensure	that	children	with	special	education	
needs are catered for in the education system from pre-school to post primary level; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Ruairí Ó Murchú. [57667/22]

94.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	will	report	on	the	difficulties	filling	vacancies	in	
schools (details supplied). — Peadar Tóibín. [57495/22]

95. To ask the Minister for Education the progress that has been made on ensuring that all 
children who require school transport have access to it; and if she will provide an update on the 
progress made in ensuring that those with concessionary passes from previous years are being 
accommodated 2022. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [58468/22]

96. To ask the Minister for Education the position regarding a review of the provision of 
school bus services; if efforts are ongoing to provide for students that qualify for a seat in cases 
in which either not enough space or a service is in place; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.	—	Steven	Matthews.	[57397/22]

97. To ask the Minister for Education the position regarding the school building for a school 
(details supplied); the efforts that her Department is making to ensure that students will be in the 
new	building	for	September	2024,	as	per	the	original	plans;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter.	—	Steven	Matthews.	[57334/22]

98. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on school transport; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [58436/22]

99.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Education	 if	 she	will	provide	an	update	on	DEIS	applications;	
when the process will re-open to schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh 
Smyth.	[57693/22]

100. To ask the Minister for Education if she will indicate notwithstanding the important 
improvements she has made to school transport, whether it might be possible to identify the children 
in all areas throughout the country who are now without transport on a concessionary basis, who 
are quite willing to pay; if the necessary arrangements might be entered into whereby they can avail 
of the service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58361/22]

101. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she is taking to ensure that there are 
sufficient	Irish-speaking	schools	in	south	Dublin;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Neale Richmond. [57656/22]
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102. To ask the Minister for Education the plans that are in place to deal with teacher shortages 
given that larger classes are being combined with no substitute teachers to cover illness or leave; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [58443/22]

103. To ask the Minister for Education her views on reports that some secondary schools are 
charging parents to have their child put on a waiting list for the school. — Joan Collins. [58417/22]

104. To ask the Minister for Education the progress that she has made to date in bringing school 
completion	officers	back	under	the	remit	of	her	Department;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [57489/22]

105. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the recent OECD 
report titled ‘Education at a Glance’ that ranked Ireland in last place out of 36 OECD countries for 
investment in secondary education as a percentage of GDP; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Paul Murphy. [58218/22]

106. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she is taking to promote the learning of 
foreign languages among Irish students; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Neale 
Richmond. [57655/22]

107. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on her Department’s 
ongoing	engagement	with	both	the	HSE	and	the	Department	of	Health	to	ensure	that	no	alcohol	
industry-funded literature produced by a website (details supplied) is used in schools to educate 
school-aged children regarding the dangers of alcohol; if she has formally directed or informed 
schools through a circular for them not to utilise and discard any material received from the website; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [58409/22]

108. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the review of the school transport system; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pauline Tully. [58432/22]

109. To ask the Minister for Education if she is taking measures to fast-track the reform of the 
Leaving	Certificate.	—	Richard	Bruton.	[58418/22]

110. To ask the Minister for Education the way that she intends to address the recruitment 
issues in schools, particularly in the cities and the commuter belt around Dublin; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [57935/22]

111. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question No. 457 of 17 May 
2022,	if	NEPS	assessments	are	still	being	undertaken	through	a	school	(details	supplied);	if	not,	
if	 she	 can	 ensure	going	 forward	 that	 children	 in	 this	 school	will	 be	 eligible	 through	 the	NEPS	
programme	for	assessments;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	
[57356/22]

112. To ask the Minister for Education the number of applications for assistive technology for 
students	with	special	educational	needs	received	by	the	National	Council	 for	Special	Education	
since the inception of the scheme by county; the number of these applications that have been 
successful;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[57647/22]

113. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the recent statement 
by a person (details supplied) that there is a crisis in teacher recruitment and that special education 



5573

P.T.O

needs teachers are being diverted to other classes simply to keep schools open; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Gino Kenny. [58364/22]

114.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	her	plans	to	increase	the	availability	of	ASD	specific	
school places at primary school level in the Dublin mid-west area; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [57485/22]

115. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide a progress report on a special 
education site in Glanmire, County Cork (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.	—	Pádraig	O’Sullivan.	[57355/22]

116. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 77 and 138 of 11 
October 2022, if she will provide an update on the development of a new policy on Irish-medium 
education outside of the Gaeltacht; the timeline for the public consultation; the topics that were 
discussed at the October 2022 meeting of the steering committee; the timeline for the publication of 
the new policy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [58253/22]

117.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	total	funding	that	has	been	provided	for	the	DEIS	
Programme in 2022; the projected drawdown on this funding at end year; the total funding provided 
for	this	Programme	in	2023;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	
[58365/22]

118. To ask the Minister for Education if schools (details supplied) in Dublin 12 will have 
classes open for 2023; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Joan Collins. [58392/22]

119. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the serious school 
building repair, maintenance, security and facilities needs at a school (details supplied), which are 
outstanding for up to 12 years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. 
[58215/22]

120. To ask the Minister for Education the status of her Department’s review of the summer 
programme, formerly known as the July provision; if she will provide details of the international 
best practice models being considered as part of the review; the terms of reference for the review; 
when the review will be completed and published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Catherine Connolly. [58254/22]

121. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide details regarding the additional 
resources provided for school bus transport in 2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— James O’Connor. [58434/22]

122. To ask the Minister for Education the number of applicants from County Monaghan for 
the school transport scheme who have yet to receive a bus ticket. — Matt Carthy. [57720/22]

123. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the ongoing issue of 
the very high number of primary students with no secondary school places in east Cork; her plans 
to address this issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pat Buckley. [58183/22]

124.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	actions	that	she	has	taken	to	ensure	that	sufficient	
fresh air is provided in all schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. 
[58219/22]
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125. To ask the Minister for Education the measures that she is taking to record the number of 
individual students with special education needs transitioning to post-primary education annually, 
to ensure that the required spaces for these students are met; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [58429/22]

126. To ask the Minister for Education if she will have further consideration given at an early 
date	 to	 inclusion	of	more	 schools	 in	 the	DEIS	Programme,	particularly	 schools	who	 submitted	
appeals in respect of the recent extension of the Programme; and if she will make a statement on 
the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	[58366/22]

127. To ask the Minister for Education the measures that she will take, in conjunction with 
the relevant Departments, to ensure that doctoral students of educational psychology are funded 
in	line	with	their	counterparts’	undertaking	studies	in	other	psychology	fields.	—	Cathal	Crowe.	
[51707/22]

128.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	the	progress	that	is	being	made	on	increasing	ASD	units	
for schools in Ballincollig; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. 
[58428/22]

129. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the commitment to 
a comprehensive Irish language strategy from early years, through school to third level; and the 
actions that she has taken in furtherance of this (details supplied). — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. 
[58467/22]

130. To ask the Minister for Education the progress that has been made to date in reforming the 
school bus service; the estimated cost of this service in 2022 and the provision for 2023; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [57856/22]

131. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the permanent new 
school build for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
McAuliffe. [57488/22]

132. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the review of the timing of the release of 
the	State	exam	results.	—	Peadar	Tóibín.	[57494/22]

133. To ask the Minister for Education her Department’s policy on the capital provision of 
general purpose and sporting halls; the level of funding allocated from 2020 to date; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [58442/22]

134. To ask the Minister for Education the criteria for admission to the summer provision 
programme; the way that the criteria have changed over the expansion of the scheme; the number 
accommodated across the different strands to provide for different needs; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [58178/22]

135.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	will	provide	an	update	on	the	recruitment	of	SNAs	
and special education teachers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. 
[57456/22]

136. To ask the Minister for Education her plans for the school transport scheme going forward; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [58437/22]
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137.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	the	DEIS	status	of	a	school	(details	supplied)	will	be	
revised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [58213/22]

138. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the development of the 
primary school curriculum; and when she expects the curriculum to be published and rolled-out. — 
Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [58470/22]

139. To ask the Minister for Education the progress that has been made by her Department in 
the	establishment	of	a	special	school	specific	to	the	east	Cork	area;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	David	Stanton.	[57677/22]

140. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she is taking to address the shortage 
of places in secondary schools for young people with autism in County Cork. — Holly Cairns. 
[58131/22]

141. To ask the Minister for Education her views on whether the response to the school transport 
crisis has been satisfactory; when she expects a new streamlined application system to be in place; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [58046/22]

142. To ask the Minister for Education if she has considered the possibilities afforded by 
integrating	the	school	transport	system	into	the	wider	public	transport	network	to	unlock	efficiencies	
of scale and network design; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. 
[57828/22]

143. To ask the Minister for Education if she will allocate funding to provide for the envisaged 
increase in student numbers at a school (details supplied) in time for the 2023-2024 academic year. 
— Matt Carthy. [57721/22]

144. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the deep anger 
amongst parents and teachers at a school (details supplied) at the failure of her Department to 
commence its new school buildings in the timelines laid down by the planning authorities; and 
if her Department will fast-track these works should planning permission be granted again. — 
Pádraig Mac Lochlainn. [58170/22]

CEISTEANNA LE hAGHAIDH FREAGRAÍ SCRÍOFA 
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Fiontar, Trádála agus Fostaíochta: To the Tánaiste and Minister for 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

*145. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when it is intended 
for Ireland to ratify International Labour Organisation Convention 183 on maternity care. — Ivana 
Bacik. [58545/22]

*146. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when it is intended 
for Ireland to ratify International Labour Organisation Convention 156 on work life balance. — 
Ivana Bacik. [58546/22]

*147. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the position of 
Ireland in relation to the proposed new corporate sustainability due diligence directive; if he will 
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negotiate to strengthen this proposed directive to make it more effective with regard to the inclusion 
of	many	more	companies,	the	obligations	of	the	financial	sector,	coverage	for	full	value	overseas	
chains, reducing carbon emissions, and legal redress for citizens; and if he will make a statement 
on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[58501/22]

*148. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will outline 
his	plans	to	relax	the	rules	on	work	visas	for	certain	categories	of	qualified	persons	where	there	is	a	
shortage in the economy such as HGV drivers, mechanics, chefs, medical professionals, specialist 
hair stylists and so on; the number of visas issued in the past three years to date; the categories; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — John McGuinness. [58575/22]

*149. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if there are any 
further routes of appeal open to a person (details supplied) to obtain an employment permit. — 
Eoin Ó Broin. [58580/22]

Chun an Aire Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide: To the Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications.

*150. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the measures that 
are being put in place to ensure that Travellers who pay their rent directly to local authorities have 
access	to	the	electricity	costs	emergency	benefit	scheme;	if	Travellers	who	missed	out	on	phase	one	
of the scheme will be refunded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. 
[58520/22]

*151. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the measures that 
are being put in place to ensure that Travellers who live on unauthorised sites, without meter point 
reference	numbers,	have	access	to	the	electricity	costs	emergency	benefit	scheme;	and	if	he	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [58521/22]

*152. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he has interim 
plans to regulate heating costs for district heating customers who pay for domestic energy at a 
commercial rate this winter, in advance of receiving the recommendations of the new steering 
group on district heating. — Ivana Bacik. [58536/22]

*153. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the way and when 
the monetary credits to assist with household energy bills over the winter will be made payable 
to occupants of houseboats on the Grand and Royal canals, who purchase credits from waterways 
Ireland for a meter system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. 
[58566/22]

*154. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide 
a schedule by local authority, heading and amount of the funding and grants returned and or unspent 
in part or in full to his Department in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022. — Catherine Murphy. 
[58597/22]

Chun an Aire Iompair: To the Minister for Transport.

*155. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding 
taxi drivers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [58483/22]
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*156. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will address a matter relating to a driving licence 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cathal Crowe. 
[58496/22]

*157. To ask the Minister for Transport when a person (details supplied) will receive their 
provisional driving licence, given that it is over ten weeks since they applied for this licence after 
passing their theory test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [58500/22]

*158. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will put protections in place for motorists who 
have had to book an NCT test past their expiry date, taking into consideration the backlog for 
appointments, particularly with regard to the requirements concerning motor insurance; and if he 
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[58503/22]

*159. To ask the Minister for Transport the rationale behind the decision to reduce qualifying 
criteria from QQI6 to QQI5 for NCT testers; when this decision was made; if a risk or quality impact 
assessment was conducted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. 
[58504/22]

*160. To ask the Minister for Transport the protections that are being put in place for motorists 
who have had to book an NCT test past their expiry date, taking into consideration the backlog 
for appointments; if his attention has been drawn to reports that this has implications for motor 
insurance	policies;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[58505/22]

*161. To ask the Minister for Transport when a person (details supplied) will be facilitated with 
a driving test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael McNamara. [58523/22]

*162. To ask the Minister for Transport the date on which the contract with a company (details 
supplied) that operates the toll on the M1 at Julianstown, County Meath and the toll at the Donore 
exit at Drogheda will end; if his Department plans to end tolling at both locations on the conclusion 
of	the	contract	and	on	transfer	to	the	State;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Ged	
Nash. [58559/22]

*163. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will outline any plans to provide grant aid to 
hauliers	seeking	to	convert	their	fleet	to	low	emission	vehicles,	including	gas,	electric,	hydrogen	
and hydrotreated vegetable oil; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe O’Brien. 
[58563/22]

*164. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide a schedule by local authority, heading 
and amount of the funding and grants returned and or unspent in part or in full to his Department in 
2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022. — Catherine Murphy. [58594/22]

*165. To ask the Minister for Transport the grants that are available for a bus operator to purchase 
a 100% electric, 70-seater bus; if grants are available for bus operators to install electric charging 
points; if grants are available for bus operators to operate 100% electric busses; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [58629/22]

*166.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport	the	number	of	court	proceedings	that	the	Road	Safety	
Authority has taken against licenced haulage operators since its inception, in respect of infringements 
detected whilst carrying out either roadside or premises inspections; the number of these cases that 
have resulted in successful prosecutions; the number that have resulted in no prosecutions; the 
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number of proceedings that were struck out of court on an annual basis since the inception of the 
RSA;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Verona	Murphy.	[58633/22]

*167. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated cost of legal fees associated with court 
proceedings	 brought	 against	 licenced	 haulage	 operators	 by	 the	Road	Safety	Authority	 since	 its	
inception, taken in respect of infringements detected whilst carrying out either roadside or premises 
inspections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. [58634/22]

*168. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide a list of toll road contracts; the date 
that each contract was signed; the date that each contract expired in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [58635/22]

*169. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated amount in compensation that each toll road 
operator would be entitled to (details supplied) in view of his remarks that toll operators would be 
entitled to compensation if toll charges did not increase in 2023; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [58636/22]

Chun an Aire Airgeadais: To the Minister for Finance.

*170. To ask the Minister for Finance if the new Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal 
has been appointed following the resignation of the previous board; if his commitment that a 
comprehensive review of this scheme has taken place; if so, the outcome of that review; if he 
has	expanded	the	criteria	for	qualification	for	this	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter. — Michael McNamara. [58484/22]

*171. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will review correspondence (details supplied); if he 
will	address	the	concerns	outlined;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	
[58498/22]

*172. To ask the Minister for Finance the status of the review of the disabled drivers’ and disabled 
passengers’	scheme	in	particular	the	criteria	for	the	primary	medical	certificate;	when	the	review	
will be complete; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [58518/22]

*173. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will reconsider the BIK changes introduced in Budget 
2023 which will have a huge impact on workers during the cost-of-living crisis; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [58606/22]

*174. To ask the Minister for Finance when the new temporary business energy support scheme 
will be operational and open for applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim 
O’Callaghan. [58617/22]

Chun an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán: To the Minister for 
Tourism, Culture; Arts; Gaeltacht; Sport and Media.

*175.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Tourism,	Culture,	Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	 the	details	
of correspondence and discussions that her Department and the authorities of Dublin University 
Trinity	College	have	had	in	relation	to	the	skulls	removed	illegally	from	Inishbofin,	County	Galway	
in the 19th century and that are now in Trinity College; if she has advised that these human remains 
should be returned to the island for reburial in the place they were taken from; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [58576/22]
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Chun an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta: To the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage.

*176. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will instruct Donegal 
County Council to provide urgent funding for temporary accommodation to families affected by 
the MICA scandal, who are currently living in very dangerous properties with no access to other 
accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [58508/22]

*177. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of technical 
staff	working	 in	 a	 part-time	 capacity	 in	NPWS’s	marine	 ecology	 team	 including	 specialists	 in	
ornithology,	 marine	 mammal	 and	 benthic	 ecologists	 to	 provide	 scientific	 advice	 regarding	 the	
development of offshore renewable energy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Steven	Matthews.	[58512/22]

*178. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the position regarding 
the	 number	 of	 technical	 staff	working	 in	 a	 full-time	 capacity	 in	NPWS’s	marine	 ecology	 team	
including	specialists	in	ornithology,	marine	mammal	and	benthic	ecologists	to	provide	scientific	
advice regarding the development of offshore renewable energy; and if he will make a statement 
on	the	matter.	—	Steven	Matthews.	[58513/22]

*179. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if support is available 
for a young couple who have recently bought a rural cottage that requires some work (details 
supplied);	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Duncan	Smith.	[58537/22]

*180. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he intends extending 
the time period for local authorities to purchase homes in which a tenant is in situ into the year to 
ensure that all purchases are completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan 
Smith.	[58538/22]

*181. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has been 
drawn to any issue with persons who have been accepted onto the defective concrete blocks grant 
scheme being unable to re-mortgage their home in order to help fund the repairs; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [58549/22]

*182. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the way in which 
applicants	under	his	Department’s	first	home/shared	equity	scheme	can	submit	their	application;	
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Creed. [58552/22]

*183. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has been 
drawn to matters raised in correspondence (details supplied); the engagement that he has had with 
the group on foot of the issues raised in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Catherine Connolly. [58553/22]

*184. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide a 
schedule by local authority, heading and amount of the funding and grants returned and or unspent 
in part or in full to his Department in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022. — Catherine Murphy. 
[58593/22]

*185. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the present position 
on the change in legislation required to remove the requirement for planning permission when 
replacing dead and dying diseased Ash plantations with conifers; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [58611/22]
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*186. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the HAP rates of the 
local authority providing the HAP apply if a person is availing of HAP to rent a property outside of 
the relevant local authority’s jurisdiction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad 
Farrell. [58613/22]

Chun an Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha: To the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

*187. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will outline Ireland’s impact on the recent 
decision by the Council of Europe to hold a fourth summit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[58502/22]

*188. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of staff who are employed in each 
foreign embassy based in Ireland as of 7 November 2022; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Carol Nolan. [58534/22]

Chun an Aire Cosanta: To the Minister for Defence.

*189. To ask the Minister for Defence the extent to which he has had discussions with his 
EU colleagues regarding defence and security in view of recent events. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[57726/22]

*190. To ask the Minister for Defence the extent to which the Defence Forces are being upgraded 
in line with the recent report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[58645/22]

*191.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Defence	the	extent	to	which	the	Naval	Service	is	being	upgraded	
in line with the recent report; the extent to which recruitment is a major part of this reorganisation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58646/22]

*192. To ask the Minister for Defence if the number of sea-going vessels available to the Naval 
Service	are	sufficiently	updated	to	meet	modern	requirements;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58647/22]

*193. To ask the Minister for Defence the extent to which upgrading requirements are in hand 
throughout	the	Naval	Service	with	a	view	to	ensuring	maximum	capacity	throughout	the	Service	in	
line with recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[58648/22]

*194.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	 extent	 to	which	 the	Naval	 Service	 is	 being	 fully	
equipped	in	terms	of	personnel,	seagoing	hardware	and	other	equipment	sufficient	to	enhance	the	
effectiveness and capability of the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard 
J. Durkan. [58649/22]

*195. To ask the Minister for Defence the extent to which recruitment continues to remain an 
ongoing issue in the Defence Forces with particular reference to all branches; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58650/22]

*196. To ask the Minister for Defence the current strength of the Army including the Reserve; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58651/22]
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*197. To ask the Minister for Defence the ongoing steps to implement fully the recent report on 
the Defence Forces as it affects the Army; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard 
J. Durkan. [58652/22]

*198. To ask the Minister for Defence the degree to which the Army continues to be modernised 
in	terms	of	its	structure,	efficacy	and	its	ability	to	respond	to	emergencies,	if	and	when	they	arise;	
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58653/22]

*199. To ask the Minister for Defence the degree to which issues of abuse including sexual 
abuse throughout the Defence Forces have been satisfactorily dealt with; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58654/22]

*200. To ask the Minister for Defence the extent to which modern equipment continues to be 
readily available to the Army; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[58655/22]

*201.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Defence	the	extent	to	which	he	remains	satisfied	that	the	Army	
is being adequately updated in line with the recent report on the Defence Forces; if any particular 
issues	 have	 been	 identified	 as	 being	 in	 need	 of	 attention	 in	 this	 regard;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58656/22]

*202. To ask the Minister for Defence the extent to which recruitment to the Air Corps is 
enhanced with a view to bringing the strength of the force in line with modern requirements; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58657/22]

*203. To ask the Minister for Defence the extent to which military equipment including aircraft 
and modern technology continue to feature prominently in the upgrading the of the Air Corps; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58658/22]

*204.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Defence	 if	he	 remains	satisfied	 that	 the	Air	Corps,	 in	 terms	of	
strength, equipment and capacity is in keeping with the standards throughout Europe; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58659/22]

*205.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Defence	if	he	remains	satisfied	that	the	Air	Corps	is	being	reorganised	
in	line	with	the	recently	published	reports	on	the	Defence	Forces;	if	its	strength	is	sufficient	to	meet	
requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58660/22]

*206. To ask the Minister for Defence the degree to which the Defence Forces are being 
modernised and coordinated in such a way as to ensure maximum effectiveness in all required 
situations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58661/22]

*207. To ask the Minister for Defence the degree to which the Defence Forces here are being 
trained in line with the standards set in other European countries with a view to ensuring that the 
forces here have the capacity and alacrity of others throughout the European Union; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58662/22]

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

*208. To ask the Minister for Education when former staff members (details supplied) will 
receive the pension increase in respect of the Building Momentum Agreement; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [58485/22]
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*209. To ask the Minister for Education when a decision will be made on an application for 
assistive technology by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Denis Naughten. [58482/22]

*210. To ask the Minister for Education if Ukrainian families are being informed of the obligation 
of Gaeltacht schools, under the Gaeltacht education policy, to teach through the medium of the Irish 
language; if they are being assisted with and provided with any necessary additional resources in 
order for them to learn through Irish where they attend Gaeltacht schools; and if they are being 
provided with the choice to attend non-Gaeltacht schools if they do not want their children to learn 
through Irish. — Paul Murphy. [58511/22]

*211. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which the special needs’ class requirements 
at schools (details supplied) can be met in full in the short-term; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58517/22]

*212. To ask the Minister for Education if she can assist a group (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [58522/22]

*213. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Oideachais faoin líon daltaí in oideachas dara leibhéal le díolúine 
ó	scrúdú	sa	Ghaeilge	ach	atá	ag	déanamh	staidéar	ar	an	bhFraincis,	an	nGearmáinis	agus	an	Spáinnis	
san	 ardleibhéal	 don	 tSraith	 Shinsearach;	 agus	 an	 ndéanfaidh	 sí	 ráiteas	 ina	 thaobh.	—	Aindrias	
Moynihan. [58539/22]

*214. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Oideachais faoin méid iarratas i bhfoirm thábla do na blianta 
2018/2019, 2019/2020, 2020/2021, agus 2021/2022 le haghaidh díolúine ó scrúdú sa Ghaeilge; 
faoin méid diúltuithe ar na hiarratais sin i bhfoirm thábla do na blianta céanna faoi dhíolúine ó 
scrúdú sa Ghaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. — Aindrias Moynihan. [58540/22]

*215. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the fact that a number 
of students who applied to their local secondary schools (details supplied) did not receive a place 
for	September	2023	and	if	she	could	advise	these	families	on	what	 to	do	next.	—	Francis	Noel	
Duffy. [58541/22]

*216.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	her	Department	will	provide	the	official	approval	and	
building formulation report, in order that the school building project at a school (details supplied) 
can be progressed without any delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Réada 
Cronin. [58550/22]

*217. To ask the Minister for Education the entitlement that students in primary school have in 
cases in which there is suspected dyslexia, to a professional assessment through the primary school 
system to ascertain if the students is dyslexic or not; the waiting times for such assessments; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [58562/22]

*218. To ask the Minister for Education if the original management accounts for Bus Éireann 
school	transport	showing	surpluses	or	deficits	in	each	of	the	years	2007	to	2013	were	ever	requested	
and examined by her Department; the steps that she has taken to comply with the requirements of 
the EU Commission to avoid proceedings in relation to school transport; if the EU Commission 
was informed by the company or her Department whether or not Bus Éireann recorded a surplus/
deficit	 relative	 to	 school	 transport	 from	2007	 to	2013;	and	 if	 she	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	
matter. — John McGuinness. [58564/22]
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*219.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	the	appropriate	supports	for	a	school	and	a	SNA	have	
been put in place for a student (details supplied). — John McGuinness. [58574/22]

*220. To ask the Minister for Education if there is a limit to the number of pupils that can be 
referred by each primary school each year for a professional assessment and diagnosis for dyslexia; 
if so, the reason for same in view of the long-term implications for the students involved if they 
do not get an early diagnosis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. 
[58579/22]

*221.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	she	will	provide	an	official	approval	and	building	
formulation report for a school (details supplied), in order that the school building project can be 
progressed without any delay. — Catherine Murphy. [58607/22]

*222. To ask the Minister for Education the reason that some principals who act as secretary to 
the Board of Management in their school receive the allowance for principals who act as secretary 
to the Board of Management, while other principals in this position receive the larger secretary 
Board of Management allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. 
[58638/22]

*223. To ask the Minister for Education if the Covid-19 capitation grant to provide for enhanced 
cleaning services and the purchase of necessary cleaning supplies in schools will be continued 
going forward to allow schools to maintain the current level of cleanliness achieved with assistance 
from this grant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [58639/22]

*224. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Oideachais cé mhéad iarratas atá curtha isteach ar iompar scoile 
chun freastal ar Ghaelscoil agus Gaelcholáiste nó Aonad Gaeilge dara leibhéal, agus briseadh síos 
ar cé mhéad acu sin a fuair iompar poiblí scoile nó deontas iompar scoile nó ar diúltaíodh dóibh ag 
an gcéad staid den iarratas, agus cé mhéad a lorg achomharc agus a fuair nó nach bhfuair iompar 
poiblí	 scoile	 nó	 deontas	 iompar	 scoile	 de	 thairbhe	 an	 achomhairc	 sin.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	
[57566/22]

*225. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which provision is being made for the 
accommodation	of	special	needs’	classes	at	schools	(details	supplied)	given	the	influx	of	children	
for these places; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58663/22]

*226. To ask the Minister for Education the degree to which she and her Department continue 
to assess the educational requirements in Maynooth, County Kildare with particular reference to 
primary and second level schools and accommodation and An Gaelcholáiste; if any particular 
trends have been noted with a view to addressing these; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58664/22]

*227. To ask the Minister for Education the degree to which she and her Department continue to 
assess the educational needs at primary and second level in Naas, County Kildare with particular 
reference to the completion of promised or existing projects arising from the demographics in the 
area;	if	she	is	satisfied	regarding	the	adequacy	of	school	accommodation	in	the	area;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58665/22]

*228. To ask the Minister for Education the degree to which she and her Department continue to 
assess the educational needs at primary and second level in Kilcock, County Kildare with particular 
reference to the completion of promised or existing projects arising from the demographics in the 
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area;	if	she	is	satisfied	regarding	the	adequacy	of	school	accommodation	in	the	area;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58666/22]

*229. To ask the Minister for Education the degree to which she and her Department continue to 
assess the educational needs at primary and second level in Clane, County Kildare with particular 
reference to the completion of promised or existing projects arising from the demographics in the 
area;	if	she	is	satisfied	regarding	the	adequacy	of	school	accommodation	in	the	area;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58667/22]

*230. To ask the Minister for Education the degree to which she and her Department continue 
to assess the educational needs at primary and second level in Prosperous, County Kildare with 
particular reference to the completion of promised or existing projects arising from the demographics 
in	the	area;	if	she	is	satisfied	regarding	the	adequacy	of	school	accommodation	in	the	area;	and	if	
she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58668/22]

*231. To ask the Minister for Education the degree to which she and her Department continue to 
assess	the	educational	needs	at	primary	and	second	level	in	Sallins,	County	Kildare	with	particular	
reference to the completion of promised or existing projects arising from the demographics in the 
area;	if	she	is	satisfied	regarding	the	adequacy	of	school	accommodation	in	the	area;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58669/22]

*232. To ask the Minister for Education the degree to which she and her Department continue 
to assess the educational needs at primary and second level in Kill, County Kildare with particular 
reference to the completion of promised or existing projects arising from the demographics in the 
area;	if	she	is	satisfied	regarding	the	adequacy	of	school	accommodation	in	the	area;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58670/22]

*233. To ask the Minister for Education the degree to which she and her Department continue to 
assess the educational needs at primary and second level in Celbridge, County Kildare with particular 
reference to the completion of promised or existing projects arising from the demographics in the 
area;	if	she	is	satisfied	regarding	the	adequacy	of	school	accommodation;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58671/22]

*234. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which she continues to monitor the 
educational requirements in Leixlip, County Kildare at primary and secondary level, given the 
population	increases	in	the	area;	if	she	is	satisfied	that	all	eventualities	are	being	catered	for;	and	if	
she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58672/22]

*235.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	if	official	approval	and	a	building	formulation	report	
will be provided to the school authorities of a school (details supplied) to enable the school 
building project to progress to tender stage as soon as possible given its current accommodation 
and expectations for future enrolments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard 
J. Durkan. [58673/22]

*236. To ask the Minister for Education the number of teachers currently employed at primary 
level throughout the country; the extent to which this meets requirements at the present time; 
the ongoing efforts being made to address shortages in respect of teachers for permanent and 
or temporary positions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[58674/22]
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*237. To ask the Minister for Education the number of teachers currently employed at second 
level throughout the country; the extent to which this meets requirements at the present time; 
the ongoing efforts being made to address shortages in respect of teachers for permanent and 
or temporary positions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[58675/22]

*238. To ask the Minister for Education the current position with regard to the replacement of 
a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[58676/22]

*239. To ask the Minister for Education the progress that has been made to date in relation to the 
three school project at Hazelhatch, Celbridge, County Kildare incorporating a replacement school 
(details supplied) which is now an urgent requirement and two other schools on a single site; if all 
the necessary road and realignment works have been completed by the local authority to facilitate 
this progress; when construction work will commence in respect of each of the schools; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58677/22]

*240. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which special needs’ classes and special 
needs’ teachers continue to be available in all schools through the country given the need to ensure 
a universal right to education for those children requiring special teaching; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58678/22]

*241. To ask the Minister for Education the degree to which the school transport system has 
been reviewed with a view to making such transport available to those who had access heretofore 
and those who might require school transport in the future; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58679/22]

*242. To ask the Minister for Education the procedures that are currently in place or envisaged 
to combat school bullying in its various forms, without exception, at primary and second level 
schools throughout the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [58680/22]

Chun an Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Social Protection.

*243.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	date	on	which	Covid-19	will	be	recognised	
as an occupational illness in Ireland. — Catherine Connolly. [58602/22]

*244.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	status	of	a	review	of	an	appeal	by	a	person	
(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[58481/22]

*245.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	consideration	has	been	given	to	granting	the	
cost-of-living disability support payment to those in receipt of partial capacity; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Imelda Munster. [58491/22]

*246.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 if	 the	Government	 has	 any	 plans	 to	 remove	
the means test for carer’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Peter 
Fitzpatrick. [58497/22]

*247.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	when	a	State	pension	(non-contributory)	will	be	
paid to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
—	Brendan	Griffin.	[58499/22]
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*248.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	way	in	which	persons	(details	supplied)	are	
likely	to	benefit	from	Budget	2023;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	
Durkan. [58507/22]

*249.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	will	examine	an	issue	regarding	a	gratuity	
allowance for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — James 
Lawless. [58509/22]

*250.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 her	 advice	 regarding	 a	 disability	 allowance	
payment for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Griffin.	[58515/22]

*251.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 number	 of	 applications	 that	 have	 been	
received under the additional needs’ payment to date in 2022; the number of applications approved 
and the number refused; and the current processing times in weeks in tabular form. — Claire 
Kerrane. [58532/22]

*252.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	a	decision	has	been	made	on	a	fuel	allowance	
application by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[58533/22]

*253.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	reason	that	a	person	(details	supplied)	who	
is in receipt of the disability pension was not entitled to the bonus payment to help with the cost 
of living for those on long-term disability; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
Kehoe. [58535/22]

*254.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 timeline	 for	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	
commission to examine care and supports for older people committed to in the Programme for 
Government;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[58544/22]

*255.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	a	domiciliary	care	allowance	will	be	approved	
and backdated for a person (details supplied). — John McGuinness. [58573/22]

*256.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 the	 number	 of	 community	 officers	 in	 her	
Department by county. — Catherine Murphy. [58600/22]

*257.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	she	will	provide	a	schedule	of	financial	supports	
available to health care workers who suffer from long-Covid following being infected with the 
virus in the course of their duties. — Catherine Connolly. [58604/22]

*258.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	if	a	decision	has	been	made	on	an	application	for	
a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement 
on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[58620/22]

*259.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	reason	that	those	with	disabilities	partaking	
in the National Learning Network are being excluded from receiving the disability allowance. — 
Gary Gannon. [58622/22]

*260.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Social	 Protection	 when	 an	 application	 for	 a	 State	 pension	
(contributory) was received in her Department for a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; if 
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she will provide the updated position regarding this application; when a decision will issue on this 
application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [58628/22]

*261.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	when	an	appeal	will	be	dealt	with	for	a	person	
(details supplied) in County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Ring. [58630/22]

*262.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	his	views	on	a	matter	(details	supplied)	in	relation	
to the repayment of a debt; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. 
[58631/22]

*263.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Social	Protection	the	extent	to	which	a	person	(details	supplied)	
has received their appropriate entitlements in respect of social welfare payments in recent times; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58686/22]

Chun an Aire Leanaí, Comhionannais, Míchumais, Lánpháirtíochta agus Óige: To the Minister for 
Children, Equality; Disability; Integration and Youth.

*264. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the 
centralised website and portal includes overall breakdowns and averages of the gender pay gap 
across all of those required to report (>250 employees); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Réada Cronin. [58524/22]

*265. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the 
centralised website and portal includes breakdowns and averages of the gender pay gap for those 
required to report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [58525/22]

*266. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the 
centralised website provides a summary list by employer of the size of the gender pay gap by each 
of the different measures on which businesses are required to report, and to make it easy to track 
those who are above and below the average; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada 
Cronin. [58526/22]

*267. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the 
centralised website provides a summary of the size of the gender pay gap over time by employer 
to capture whether there is any change over time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Réada Cronin. [58527/22]

*268. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the resources 
that will be provided by the Government to develop the reporting website; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [58528/22]

*269. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if compliance 
with the Gender Pay Gap Information Act 2021 will be monitored; if compliance will be monitored 
by his Department or by the establishment of a separate body; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Réada Cronin. [58529/22]

*270. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if his 
Department has a complete list of all businesses required to report their gender pay gap to enable it 
to best track compliance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [58530/22]
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*271. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if a register 
of employers that have not complied with the requirements to publish their gender pay gap will be 
available to the public on the centralised website; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Réada Cronin. [58531/22]

*272. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the reason 
that psychotherapy is not currently embedded as one among many therapeutic services in Tusla 
child protection social work services; if steps are being taken to address this; and if he will make a 
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[58547/22]

*273. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
provide a schedule by local authority, heading and amount of the funding and grants returned and 
or unspent in part or in full to his Department in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022. — Catherine 
Murphy. [58596/22]

*274. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the 
centralised portal for gender pay gap information will include overall breakdowns and averages of 
the gender pay gap across companies required to report; by sector, occupation and income decile. 
— Ivana Bacik. [58640/22]

*275. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the 
centralised gender pay gap information website will provide a summary list by employer of the 
size of the gender pay gap by each of the different measures on which businesses are required to 
report; and if it will provide a means to track those that are above and below the national average. 
— Ivana Bacik. [58641/22]

*276. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the 
centralised gender pay gap information website will provide a summary of the size of the gender 
pay gap over time by employer to capture the change, if any, that takes place. — Ivana Bacik. 
[58642/22]

*277. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the amount of 
funding dedicated to developing the gender pay gap information reporting website; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Ivana Bacik. [58643/22]

*278. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the extent to 
which Tusla is being rendered ineffective by other agencies with particular reference to family law 
cases	in	which	certain	persons	are	specifically	excluded	from	discussions	affecting	the	future	of	the	
children; if any lessons have been learned from the past in cases in which children’s views were not 
listened	to	where	numerous	tragic	consequences	followed;	if	he	is	satisfied	that	Tusla	is	allowed	to	
fulfil	its	statutory	functions,	without	exception;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Bernard J. Durkan. [58681/22]

*279. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the basis 
on	which	a	public	representative	in	a	supportive	capacity	has	been	specifically	excluded	from	a	
forthcoming	CPC	(details	supplied)	when	specifically	requested	by	a	parent	of	the	children	involved,	
where only the interests of those seeking to penalise the children are allowed to attend and for what 
purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58682/22]

*280.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Children,	Equality,	Disability,	Integration	and	Youth	if	he	is	satisfied	
that the in-camera rule applies in situations in which children and mothers are being examined by 
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Tusla in a way in which the mother or the child cannot be successful in the submission of their 
evidence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58684/22]

Chun an Aire Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nuálaíochta agus Eolaíochta: To the 
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research; Innovation and Science.

*281.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the expected delivery date for the comprehensive skills review being undertaken by the OECD 
and commissioned by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó 
Cathasaigh. [58492/22]

*282.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the reason that the €1,000 reduction in fees is not applied to masters or postgraduate courses; if he 
will consider extending this measure to this group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Paul Kehoe. [58615/22]

*283.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the reason that those with disabilities partaking in the National Learning Network are being 
excluded from receiving the disability allowance. — Gary Gannon. [58621/22]

*284.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
if his attention has been drawn to the widespread concerns that for some third-level courses, 
particularly in medicine and related areas, and that in some cases, students with 625 points in the 
Leaving	Certificate	were	not	successful	in	their	applications;	if	such	courses	are	being	taken	up	
with a full complement of students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Smith.	[58637/22]

*285.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
if the agreements reached between the Irish and UK governments post-Brexit provide that Irish 
students wishing to study at postgraduate level in the UK pay the same fees as British students; if 
such students are eligible for maintenance grants under the Irish student grants scheme; if students 
undertaking distance-learning postgraduate courses at a UK university are covered by the post-
Brexit agreements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Howlin. [58644/22]

*286.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Further	and	Higher	Education,	Research,	Innovation	and	Science	
the extent to which the son of a person (details supplied) is in receipt of their full entitlements by 
way	of	a	SUSI	grant	as	opposed	to	the	half	rate	that	they	were	awarded	in	the	first	instance;	and	if	
he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58687/22]

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt: To the Minister for Justice.

*287. To ask the Minister for Justice the progress that has been made to bring Operation 
Encompass to Ireland in line with the commitment to explore this in the implementation plan for 
the	third	National	Domestic,	Sexual	and	Gender-Based	Violence	Strategy.	—	Aodhán	Ó	Ríordáin.	
[58486/22]

*288. To ask the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn to the fact that Operation 
Encompass is already successfully running in Northern Ireland. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [58487/22]
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*289. To ask the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn to the fact that the recent 
announcement that Operation Encompass is being rolled out to a further 325 schools in Northern 
Ireland due to the impact of same. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [58488/22]

*290. To ask the Minister for Justice when and the way that she proposes to progress 
implementation of a programme such as Operation Encompass; and if she will outline these or any 
other	specific	early	intervention	mechanisms	that	are	to	be	put	in	place	to	support	children	who	are	
living with domestic abuse in their homes. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [58489/22]

*291. To ask the Minister for Justice the amount that has been put aside for the implementation 
plan for Operation Encompass or any other early intervention mechanism to support children living 
with domestic violence. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [58490/22]

*292.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	the	reason	that	stamp	0	visas	are	not	issued	for	three	to	five	
years as was the case previously in cases in which the circumstances justify same which would 
reduce the number of renewal applications in the system and lead to a more streamlined service; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [58577/22]

*293. To ask the Minister for Justice if it is correct that a person with permission to remain 
on the basis of refugee status who wishes to change their name from their maiden name to their 
married	name	on	their	documentation	must	first	change	their	name	on	their	passport;	and	if	there	is	
any alternative process, given that refugees may feel unsafe making contact with their country of 
origin for this purpose. — Eoin Ó Broin. [58581/22]

*294. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide a schedule by local authority, heading 
and amount of the funding and grants returned and or unspent in part or in full to her Department 
in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022. — Catherine Murphy. [58599/22]

*295. To ask the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn to the use of the in-camera 
rule in family law proceedings as a means of enabling the procedure of what is known as family 
alienation	 which	 is	 strongly	 contested	 by	 modern	 contemporary	 practitioners	 to	 influence	 the	
outcome in a misogynistic way; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [58683/22]

*296. To ask the Minister for Justice the number and names of the persons on the Family Justice 
Oversight	Group;	the	extent	to	which	the	Group	influences	family	law	in	this	jurisdiction;	and	if	
she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [58685/22]

Chun an Aire Sláinte: To the Minister for Health.

*297. To ask the Minister for Health if he will outline the legislation that is in place in relation to 
the use and growing of cannabis (details supplied); if any changes in relation to same are proposed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [58618/22]

*298. To ask the Minister for Health the current timeline for dealing with an occupation health 
grievance	process	for	HSE	employees;	when	the	case	of	a	person	(details	supplied)	will	be	decided;	
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [58493/22]

*299. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland 
has	yet	to	publish	its	annual	report	and	financial	statements	for	2021	as	required	by	the	Code	of	
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Practice	for	Government	and	State	Bodies	(Business	and	Financial	Reporting	Requirements);	and	
if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [58495/22]

*300. To ask the Minister for Health the average waiting time for mammograms following 
referral by GPs and BreastCheck; if family history of breast cancer reduces the wait time; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [58506/22]

*301.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	he	will	request	the	HSE	to	cancel	the	debt	of	a	person	
(details supplied) who will be unable to pay their hospital bill. — Paul Murphy. [58510/22]

*302. To ask the Minister for Health the number of hospitalisations for children and older adults 
afflicted	with	respiratory	syncytial	virus	infection,	recorded	by	hospital	and	month	from	September	
to	February	in	each	of	the	years	2019	to	2021,	and	from	September	to	date	in	2022,	in	tabular	form.	
—	Sean	Sherlock.	[58514/22]

*303. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to a campaign by an 
organisation (details supplied); his views on the request by the organisations to ban all online 
marketing of junk food and drinks, extend the broadcast watershed for junk food ads to 9pm 
and	to	remove	junk	food	advertisements	from	State-owned	transport,	buildings	and	other	public	
infrastructure. — Francis Noel Duffy. [58542/22]

*304. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 842 of 5 July 2022, 
if he will provide details on the way that a person (details supplied) can make a payment to buy-
back	optional	service	from	the	HSE;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Paul	Kehoe.	
[58543/22]

*305. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the recent withdrawal 
of the primary care paediatric courier services from general practice surgeries (details supplied) 
to	CHI	Crumlin	 via	St.	 James’s	Hospital	 for	 the	 processing	of	 samples;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement on the matter. — Francis Noel Duffy. [58551/22]

*306.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	status	of	the	Licensing	of	Professional	Home	Support	
Providers Bill 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [58554/22]

*307.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	status	of	the	proposed	national	office	for	home	support;	
the way that this will align with regional health areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— David Cullinane. [58555/22]

*308. To ask the Minister for Health when the action plan for the disability capacity review will 
be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [58561/22]

*309. To ask the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in issuing the Covid bonus payment 
to	all	eligible	staff	not	directly	employed	by	the	HSE;	if	he	will	outline	the	specific	steps	that	he	has	
taken in the past three months to address this impasse; the steps that he will take to ensure that all 
outstanding payments are issued before Christmas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Denis Naughten. [58560/22]

*310. To ask the Minister for Health when the €1,000 appreciation payment for healthcare 
workers	who	worked	during	the	Covid	the	pandemic	will	be	paid	to	those	workers	in	Section	39	
organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [58565/22]



5592

*311. To ask the Minister for Health if he will outline his response to the urgent appeal for 
funding	and	other	supports	outlined	in	correspondence	to	his	Department	from	the	Supported	Care	
Homes Advisory Group CHO5; if the concerns outlined on behalf of the homes will be addressed as 
a matter of urgency relative to issues (details supplied); if he will support the initiative of this group 
to develop its services in response to the needs of the older person in their respective communities 
and to develop a response to older peoples future housing needs in conjunction with all relevant 
stakeholders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John McGuinness. [58567/22]

*312. To ask the Minister for Health if he will consider granting a medical card to all children 
for whom the domiciliary care allowance is payable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Éamon Ó Cuív. [58578/22]

*313. To ask the Minister for Health the measures that will be implemented at an early date to 
address the critical shortage of homecare workers which is causing severe problems in many areas 
with delays in providing home support for persons requiring such assistance, and also causing 
delayed	hospital	discharges;	 and	 if	he	will	make	a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Brendan	Smith.	
[58588/22]

*314. To ask the Minister for Health pursuant to the National Development Plan 2021-2030, if 
he will provide a status update on the development of the promised cancer care centre for Galway 
University Hospital; the timeline for the completion of the centre; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [58601/22]

*315.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	he	will	provide	a	schedule	of	financial	supports	available	
to health care workers who suffer from long-Covid following being infected with the virus in the 
course of their duties. — Catherine Connolly. [58603/22]

*316. To ask the Minister for Health when saxenda will be approved for medical card holders; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [58612/22]

*317. To ask the Minister for Health the measures that are being taken to improve healthcare 
for trans persons, in view of the ranking by an organisation (details supplied) of Ireland as the 
worst EU member state for trans healthcare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian 
O’Callaghan. [58619/22]

*318. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 831 of 18 October 
2022, the number of times that his Department has met with the Health Products Regulatory 
Authority,	Pharmaceutical	Society	of	Ireland	and	the	HSE	to	discuss	the	guidelines	and	regulations	
for the sale of codeine containing medicinal products since January 2022; if he has any plans to 
update the guidelines and regulation in view of widespread misuse of these products; and if he will 
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[58623/22]

*319. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the health technology assessment for evusheld, 
commissioned	by	the	HSE	in	April	2022;	the	expected	timeline	for	a	decision	on	this	treatment	
which has already been authorised by the European Medicines Agency; and if he will make a 
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[58624/22]

*320. To ask the Minister for Health the timeline that he is working towards in progressing the 
Patient	Safety	(Notifiable	Patient	Safety	Incidents)	Bill	2019	through	all	stages	of	Dáil	and	Seanad	
Éireann;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[58625/22]
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*321. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the Health Insurance (Amendment) Bill 2022, 
which was listed as a priority for drafting and publication in this session in the Autumn 2022 
Government legislation programme; the timeline that he is working towards for publication of the 
heads;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[58626/22]

*322. To ask the Minister for Health if he will consider establishing a full public inquiry into 
deaths during the Covid-19 pandemic at both public and private nursing and care homes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Willie O’Dea. [58627/22]

*323. To ask the Minister for Health when a vaccine compensation scheme will be introduced 
in this country to fast-track compensation for persons who have been damaged as a result of taking 
Covid vaccines and other vaccines (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Willie O’Dea. [58632/22]

*324. To ask the Minister for Health when an emergency medical card will be approved in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [58688/22]

*325. To ask the Minister for Health when an emergency medical card might be approved in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [58689/22]

Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

*326.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 he	 will	 confirm	 that	 his	
Department	differentiates	between	male	and	female	applicants	for	TAMS	funding,	given	that	60%	
TAMS	funding	will	be	provided	to	successful	female	applicants	aged	41-55	years	of	age,	whereas	
only 40% funding will be provided to similarly aged male applicants. — Michael McNamara. 
[58556/22]

*327. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he sought advice on whether the 
differentiation	between	male	and	female	TAMS	applicants	aged	41-55	years	of	age	is	permissible	
under the Constitution of Ireland. — Michael McNamara. [58557/22]

*328. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the arrangements that are in place 
for	transsexual	and	intersex	TAMS	applicants	aged	41-55	years	of	age.	—	Michael	McNamara.	
[58558/22]

*329. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will formally stand down 
the	chairman,	board	and	executive	of	Horse	Sport	Ireland	and	appoint	independent	investigators	to	
determine the extent of the problems and governance issues in the organisation and to recommend 
a pathway forward for the industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John 
McGuinness. [58568/22]

*330. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason that the position of 
CEO	of	Horse	Sport	Ireland	was	a	temporary	contract	for	six	months;	the	reason	that	this	contract	
was extended for a further six months; the action that was taken by the Board or his Department, 
legal	or	otherwise	arising	from	the	vote	of	no	confidence	in	the	CEO	passed	by	the	Board;	if	the	
newly	appointed	HR	member	of	staff	and	the	legal	counsel	took	any	action	to	protect	Horse	Sport	
Ireland and implement the decision of the Board and inform his Department; if legal proceedings 
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are	being	taken	by	the	CEO	or	others	against	Horse	Sport	Ireland	relative	to	this	or	other	matters;	
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John McGuinness. [58569/22]

*331. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will ensure that all 
appointments	to	the	board	of	Horse	Sport	Ireland	reflect	the	highest	standards	possible	and	a	range	
of interested parties that will have the collective professionalism to address the legacy issues restore 
confidence	and	set	the	organisation	on	a	pathway	to	success.	—	John	McGuinness.	[58570/22]

*332. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the date that his Department 
began discussions with the nursery sector in relation to next forestry programme which is due 
to commence on 1 January 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. 
[58582/22]

*333. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the date that his Department 
started	discussions	with	the	nursery	sector	in	relation	to	the	proposed	ACRES	scheme	which	is	due	
to commence on 1 January 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. 
[58583/22]

*334. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the additional native species 
required by nurseries in adjusting from 15% to 20% mandatory broadleaves on conifer sites; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [58584/22]

*335. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the estimated surpluses of sitka 
spruce already in nursery production as a result of reducing the sitka spruce component by 5% 
on commercial afforestation sites; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. 
[58585/22]

*336. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the length of time that it will 
take nurseries to produce plants in order to meet planting requirements of the various forestry 
types set out in the forestry strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. 
[58586/22]

*337.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	the	financial	implications	for	
nurseries have been considered by his Department given that there is no phasing-in or phasing-out 
period for their crops prior to the commencement for the new programme which was announced in 
November, and due to commence in January; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
Kehoe. [58587/22]

*338. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the exact methodology applied 
by his Department in determining a 20% forestry grant increase; and if he will make a statement on 
the	matter.	—	Sean	Sherlock.	[58589/22]

*339. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the recently announced €1.3 
billion forestry allocation includes premium supports for farmers who must replace dead or rotten 
ash	trees	affected	by	Ash	dieback;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Sherlock.	
[58590/22]

*340. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will detail the difference 
in rates for afforestation grants in the next forestry programme between that contained in a report 
(details	supplied)	and	the	rates	as	recently	published	by	the	Forest	Service	of	his	Department;	and	
if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Sherlock.	[58591/22]
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*341. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the annual afforestation target 
as published recently for the next forestry programme is in line with COFORD recommendations; 
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Sean	Sherlock.	[58592/22]

*342. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will provide a schedule by 
local authority, heading and amount of the funding and grants returned and or unspent in part or in 
full to his Department in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022. — Catherine Murphy. [58598/22]

*343. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of animal feed 
samples taken to date in 2022; and the number of samples that were outside the tolerance levels. — 
Jackie Cahill. [58605/22]

*344. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if forestry premiums will be 
available	to	UK-based	investment	companies	that	are	partnered	with	semi-State	companies	in	the	
next forestry programme; if premiums will be available to farmers who must replace dead diseased 
Ash plants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [58608/22]

*345.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 if	 the	Forest	Service	within	
his Department has researched the health and safety risks associated with rotten Ash trees within 
plantations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [58609/22]

*346.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 the	Forest	 Service	 of	 his	
Department is meeting an academic (details supplied) following their published report, particularly 
in connection to afforestation grant rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie 
Cahill. [58610/22]

Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

*347. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will re-examine the 
electoral divisions in the Clondalkin electoral area which are included in the Leader programme, 
in preparation for the new programme commencing in January 2023, in order to ensure that the 
full catchment of the rural areas of Baldonnel and Newcastle are included in the programme, with 
particular consideration for the FY electoral division which includes a farm (details supplied) which 
will soon be home to a vibrant local sports club; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Emer Higgins. [58516/22]

*348. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide a schedule 
by local authority, heading and amount of the funding and grants returned and or unspent in part or 
in full to her Department in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022. — Catherine Murphy. [58595/22]
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