DAIL EIREANN

Dé Mdirt, 11 Deireadh Fomhair, 2022
Tuesday, 11th October, 2022

CEISTEANNA
QUESTIONS






78 DAIL EIREANN 4681

Dé Mdirt, 11 Deireadh Fomhair, 2022
Tuesday, 11th October, 2022

CEISTEANNA I gCOMHAIR FREAGRA O BHEAL
QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

1. To ask the Taoiseach his views on the report on the transaction in relation to a company
(details supplied) and the principles and policies within a corporation on interest rates published by
his Department. — Brid Smith. [44838/22]

2. To ask the Taoiseach his views on the report on the transaction in relation to a company
(details supplied) and the principles and policies within a corporation on interest rates published by
his Department. — Paul Murphy. [44840/22]

3. To ask the Taoiseach the actions that he will take following the publication of the report
of the IBRC Commission of Investigation. — Mary Lou McDonald. [45436/22]

4. To ask the Taoiseach the actions that he will take following the publication of the report
of the IBRC Commission of Investigation. — Catherine Murphy. [49725/22]

5. Toask the Taoiseach if he will report on the status of the IBRC Commission of Investigation.
— Ivana Bacik. [49898/22]

6. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change
will next meet. — Brid Smith. [44839/22]

7. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change
will next meet. — Mary Lou McDonald. [48034/22]

8. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change
will next meet. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [48334/22]

9. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change
will next meet. — Paul Murphy. [48337/22]

10. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change
will next meet. — Ivana Bacik. [48472/22]

11. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change
will next meet. — Christopher O’Sullivan. [49711/22]

12. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change
will next meet. — Barry Cowen. [49712/22]
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13. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change
will next meet. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [49951/22]

14. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change
will next meet. — Peadar Téibin. [50011/22]

15. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change
will next meet. — Mick Barry. [50013/22]

16. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Environment and Climate Change
will next meet. — Ruair{ O Murchd. [50016/22]

17. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee that deals with matters relating to
justice will next meet. — Gino Kenny. [44843/22]

18. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Social Affairs and Equality will
next meet. — Mary Lou McDonald. [48035/22]

19. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the High-Level Oversight Board for
the Zero Tolerance Strategy to be jointly led by the Secretary General of his Department. — Ivana
Bacik. [48470/22]

20. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee that deals with matters relating to
Justice will next meet. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [49961/22]

21. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Social Affairs and Equality will
next meet. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [49962/22]

22. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee that deals with matters relating to
Justice will next meet. — Paul Murphy. [49964/22]

23. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Social Affairs and Equality will
next meet. — Paul Murphy. [49965/22]

24. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Social Affairs and Equality will
next meet. — Pddraig O’Sullivan. [49967/22]

25. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Social Affairs and Equality will
next meet. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [49968/22]

26. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee that deals with matters relating to the
Arts and Culture will next meet. — Niamh Smyth. [49969/22]

27. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the high-level oversight board for the
zero-tolerance strategy to be jointly led by the Secretary General of his Department. — Mick Barry.
[50012/22]

28. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Social Affairs and Equality will
next meet. — Ruair{ O Murchd. [50015/22]
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29. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the Economic Policy Unit of his
Department. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [48746/22]

30. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the Economic Policy Unit of his
Department. — Paul Murphy. [48747/22]

31. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the Economic Policy Unit of his
Department. — Mary Lou McDonald. [49697/22]

32. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the economic policy unit of his
Department. — Ivana Bacik. [49899/22]

33. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the economic policy unit of his
Department. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [49963/22]

34. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the economic policy unit of his
Department. — Paul Murphy. [49966/22]

35. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the economic policy unit of his
Department. — Peadar Téibin. [50010/22]

36. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the economic policy unit of his
Department. — Mick Barry. [50014/22]

37. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the social dialogue coordination unit
in his Department. — Mary Lou McDonald. [48039/22]

38. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Brexit and Northern Ireland will
next meet. — Mary Lou McDonald. [45437/22]

39. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Brexit will meet next; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [48331/22]

40. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Brexit will next meet. — Neale
Richmond. [49696/22]

41. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Brexit and Northern Ireland will
next meet. — Sedn Haughey. [49949/22]

42. To ask the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Brexit and Northern Ireland will
next meet. — Brendan Smith. [49952/22]

43. To ask the Taoiseach the expected timeline for the citizens’ assemblies committed to in the
Programme for Government. — Ruairi O Murchd. [45561/22]

44. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the National Economic and Social
Council, a statutory agency operating under the aegis of his Department. — Ruairi O Murchd.
[45562/22]

45. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the Policing Reform Implementation Programme
Office based in his Department. — Ruairi O Murchu. [45563/22]

P.T.O



4684

46. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the work of the public service, justice and police
reform division of his Department. — Mary Lou McDonald. [48038/22]

47. To ask the Taoiseach if it has become apparent that the United Nations needs to adopt a
more vigorous stance on violations of human rights, hunger, famine and starvation and an immediate
response in which aggression is becoming more prevalent on a worldwide basis following his
interaction with the United Nations in the context of Ireland’s membership of the Security Council.
— Bernard J. Durkan. [48273/22]

48. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent attendance at the United Nations
General Assembly. — Mary Lou McDonald. [48037/22]

49. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his attendance at the United Nations General
Assembly. — Ivana Bacik. [49900/22]

50. To ask the Taoiseach the extent to which the United Nations modus operandi appears to
be in need of reform, with particular reference to a more dramatic and rapid response to emerging
threatening situations globally, arising from his recent visit to the United Nations. — Bernard J.
Durkan. [49948/22]

51. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent attendance at the United Nations
General Assembly. — Sedn Haughey. [49950/22]

52. Toaskthe Taoiseach if he will report on his recent meeting with the European Commissioner
Margrethe Vestager. — Neale Richmond. [49694/22]

53. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the Well-being Framework for Ireland Overseen
by his Department. — Mary Lou McDonald. [49698/22]

54. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the international unit of his Department. — Mary
Lou McDonald. [49699/22]

CEISTEANNA AR SONRAIODH UAIN DOIBH
QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

55. To ask the Minister for Education if she will address the delay in providing a school
bus for the pupils attending the ASD unit at a school (details supplied). — Aodhdn O Riorddin.
[49827/22]

56. To ask the Minister for Education the date for the release of the 2022 Junior Certificate
results; and if a date cannot be provided, the reason that a date cannot be confirmed; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Gary Gannon. [50372/22]

CEISTEANNA EILE
OTHER QUESTIONS

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

57. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the Leaving Certificate
reform; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [49684/22]
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58. To ask the Minister for Education her views on the assistive technology scheme; if she
will provide an update on the review of the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
— Joe Carey. [49870/22]

59. To ask the Minister for Education if she will confirm that formal recognition will be given
to teachers working in the Cork life centre and that funding will be provided by her Department for
payment of teachers in the Cork life centre; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm
Burke. [50035/22]

60. To ask the Minister for Education the plans that are in place to review the operation of the
school transport scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Moynihan.
[49709/22]

61. To ask the Minister for Education the result that the €90 million cost-of-living increase
and energy relief measures fund is designed to achieve; and the way in which her Department will
measure that. — Aodhdn O Riorddin. [49937/22]

62. To ask the Minister for Education if consideration will be given to bringing school
completion officers back under the remit of her Department; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. — Padraig O’Sullivan. [49774/22]

63. To ask the Minister for Education if staff from the early-years sector are eligible to work
on the summer programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Charles Flanagan.
[49872/22]

64. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the amount of special
class places that have been sanctioned in 2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Joe Carey. [49869/22]

65. To ask the Minister for Education if she will review the operation of the school transport
scheme in order that it treats children of no religion the same as children from minority religions;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John Lahart. [49916/22]

66. To ask the Minister for Education if she will consider funding trainee educational and
child psychologists in the same way that their trainee counselling psychologist colleagues are; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brid Smith. [49973/22]

67. To ask the Minister for Education her plans for the school transport scheme in 2023. —
Aodhdn O Riorddin. [49939/22]

68. To ask the Minister for Education if she intends to ensure similar funding for educational
psychologists considering the shortage of educational psychologists and also the recent
announcement of the funding for counselling psychologists’ placements by the Minister for Health;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [5S0023/22]

69. To ask the Minister for Education the proposal, if any, to extend the DEIS programme; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [49942/22]

70. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on work to secure a
temporary location for a school (details supplied) while a permanent building is under construction;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [49619/22]
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71. To ask the Minister for Education if consideration will be given to sanctioning the post of
home-school liaison officers to special schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Pddraig O’Sullivan. [49773/22]

72. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the provisions of the
Workplace Ventilation (Covid-19) Bill 2021 that passed second stage in October 2021; the actions
that she has taken to ensure that sufficient fresh air is provided in all schools; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [49996/22]

73. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which she can address the outstanding
issues on school transport, with particular reference to ensuring that children who were previously
accommodated can continue to avail of school transport if necessary on a concessionary basis; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [49940/22]

74. To ask the Minister for Education if any flexibility can be given to rural schools to retain a
teacher in cases in which the number of students falls to ensure that rural schools can remain open;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [49860/22]

75. To ask the Minister for Education if she has agreed a commencement date for a Citizens’
Assembly on Education; and when she hopes that the Assembly will take place. — Aodhdn O
Riorddin. [49936/22]

76. To ask the Minister for Education the position regarding the delivery of a retrofitting
programme for schools built before 2008 as committed to in the National Development Plan; the
way that schools can seek support to fund these measures; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. — Steven Matthews. [49780/22]

77. Chun a thiafrai den Aire Oideachais cad € an dul chun cinn atd déanta maidir leis an bplean
chun polasaf cuimsitheach don Ghaeilge sa chéras oideachais, 6 leibhéal an oideachais réamhscoile
go leibhéal an oideachais do mhuinteoirf, a thorbairt agus a thoilsid; agus an ndéanfaidh si rditeas
ina thaobh. — Catherine Connolly. [49858/22]

78. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that are being undertaken now to plan for
summer provision in summer 2023; if the programme still appropriately serves the children for
whom it was initially designed to help; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brian
Leddin. [50029/22]

79. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the additional funding
received in Budget 2023 for school transport; the way in which additional school transport places
are being provided; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Ruairi O Murchui. [49958/22]

80. To ask the Minister for Education the reason that ETBs no longer have the authority
to grant cover for workforce leave as they did prior to the moratorium; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [49479/22]

81. To ask the Minister for Education if she and her Department are considering a specified
role for physical education teachers in primary schools as part of the primary curriculum review;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Kieran O’Donnell. [50026/22]
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82. To ask the Minister for Education her plans to address the crisis of recruitment and
substitute teachers in the major urban centres; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Richard Boyd Barrett. [50024/22]

83. To ask the Minister for Education the number of vacancies at graduate level in the National
Educational Psychological Service by county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Violet-Anne Wynne. [49673/22]

84. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that each school (details supplied) in
Dublin 12 will have an autism class; the status of same; and if she is prepared to initiate the 37A
process. — Joan Collins. [49616/22]

85. To ask the Minister for Education the position regarding the review of school transport
places following the additional funding provided in Budget 2023; the timeline for its completion;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [49758/22]

86. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the building project for
a school (details supplied). — Joe Flaherty. [49675/22]

87. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department has completed the final stages of
refinement of the new DEIS identification model; if so, if her Department will carry out a review of
schools (details supplied) to ascertain if DEIS status can be given; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [49914/22]

88. To ask the Minister for Education her long-term plans to address the issue of school bus
transport to ensure that all children who require it receive it; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. — Colm Burke. [50034/22]

89. To ask the Minister for Education the requirements that would need to be in place in order
for her Department to support the establishment of a special school in east Cork; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [50001/22]

90. To ask the Minister for Education the criteria set out for the Irish and bilingual grant; the
reason that some schools in the same geographic area are included and others are not; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [49478/22]

91. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the projected timelines
for resolution of the school transport crisis which has left thousands of concessionary students
stranded without transport; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd.
[49476/22]

92. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she is taking to increase the lack of places
in primary and secondary schools for young persons with special educational needs and disabilities.
— Holly Cairns. [49625/22]

93. To ask the Minister for Education the anticipated cost of the provision of free schoolbooks
for all second level students; if the matter was given consideration in the context of Budget 2023; if
s0, the way in which a decision not to proceed with free schoolbooks for second level students was
arrived at; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [49865/22]

P.T.O



4688

94. To ask the Minister for Education the specific plans in place for free school-books as
announced in Budget 2023 including whether it will apply to all children, including the children
in fee paying primary schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Carroll
MacNeill. [49594/22]

95. To ask the Minister for Education the date that the results of the Junior Certificate will be
made available to candidates. — Aodhdn O Riorddin. [49938/22]

96. To ask the Minister for Education if incentives have been put in place to encourage
teachers to sign up for correction work on the delayed Junior Certificate results; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [49710/22]

97. To ask the Minister for Education if she will report on discussions that she has had with a
group (details supplied) regarding supports for Leaving Certificate exams in 2023; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [49784/22]

98. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department has plans to extend the rollout of the
free schoolbooks scheme announced in Budget 2023 to first-year pupils in post-primary schools;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [49672/22]

99. To ask the Minister for Education if any extra buses or bus capacity have been procured for
school transport in Cork south west; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Christopher
O’Sullivan. [49781/22]

100. To ask the Minister for Education if she will give a direction to schools to ensure that they
provide students that do not attend subjects in religious instruction under section 30(2)(e) of the
Education Act of 1998 with instruction in other curriculum subjects during that part of the school
day; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [49998/22]

101. To ask the Minister for Education the engagement and research her Department has
undertaken and is undertaking to upgrade existing second level schools and to provide new second
level schools in east Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton.
[50022/22]

102. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the proposed permanent
school build for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul
McAuliffe. [49737/22]

103. To ask the Minister for Education when her Department last assessed the need for an
additional secondary school in Dublin 8; and if her Department will do so again on foot of the
publication of the latest Census results. — Patrick Costello. [49956/22]

104. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the fact that County
Carlow has the third highest national rates of early-school-leaving, and that absenteeism rates are
higher than the national average; if she has plans to support measures in County Carlow to combat
this; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [49785/22]

105. To ask the Minister for Education if all children who had concessionary tickets for bus
transport in 2021 are included in the 2022 scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
— Michael Moynihan. [49708/22]
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106. To ask the Minister for Education the actions that she has taken to ensure that universal
design learning and universal design principles are implemented in primary and secondary schools
to make the classroom fully accessible for all children; the actions that she will take to ensure that
a multi-sensory learning approach is included in the school curriculum; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Pauline Tully. [50027/22]

107. To ask the Minister for Education the way in which she proposes to use the additional
funding for school transport allocated in Budget 2023 to ensure that students who previously would
have had access to a discretionary school bus ticket are catered for in the free school transport
scheme as soon as possible; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John Paul Phelan.
[49861/22]

108. To ask the Minister for Education if she has engaged with the principal and the board of
management of a school (details supplied) to discuss her Department’s future plans with respect
to the provision of a permanent school building; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Marc O Cathasaigh. [49617/22]

109. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the shortage of teachers
which results in classes including special education classes not going ahead (details supplied); the
steps she is taking to address this ongoing issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Joan Collins. [49783/22]

110. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the views of a person
(details supplied) who remarked that, after Budget 2023, schools will still require parental support
in 2022 in the form of voluntary contributions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Paul Murphy. [50000/22]

111. To ask the Minister for Education the number of education professionals who engaged
with summer provision in 2022; if that matched the demand for places; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Brian Leddin. [50030/22]

112. To ask the Minister for Education the degree to which she and her Department continue
to upgrade, replace and improve schools in the primary and second level sphere in County Kildare
and throughout the country; the extent to which the current building programme is succeeding in
this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [49941/22]

113.  To ask the Minister for Education the pathway forward for a teacher (details supplied) who
was employed in a principal release post in a school (details supplied) in the school years 2020/2021
and 2021/2022, and who expected a contract of indefinite duration in the 2022/2023 school year,
but was told that they are no longer entitled to a CID due to her Department erroneously granting
two principal release posts to the same school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Rose Conway-Walsh. [49955/22]

114. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide details including the location,
completion timeline and patronage of the new post primary school (details supplied) in Dublin 15.
— Paul Donnelly. [49643/22]

115. To ask the Minister for Education the number of families that have been impacted by
the technical issues pertaining to an email addresses (details supplied); the proportion of those
who missed the application deadline; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc O
Cathasaigh. [49618/22]
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116. To ask the Minister for Education the way that the changes in the resources in the National
Council for Special Education planned for 2023 will be deployed for the benefit of families. —
Richard Bruton. [49763/22]

117. To ask the Minister for Education the number of extra students who will be provided with
free school transport on foot of the recent Budget 2023 allocation for school transport; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. — Eamon O Cuiv. [49868/22]

118. To ask the Minister for Education the number of Leaving Certificate and Junior Certificate
students currently waiting for their exam results; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Peadar Téibin. [50002/22]

119. To ask the Minister for Education her views on expanding the creative clusters under
the school’s excellence fund; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell.
[49602/22]

120. To ask the Minister for Education if she will support organising bus transport for a person
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Carroll MacNeill.
[49595/22]

121. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide details of the implementation of the
free primary schoolbooks scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell.
[49603/22]

122. To ask the Minister for Education if all applicants for school bus places have been provided
with seats by now; if not, the number of children per county who have applied for a seat and have
yet to get one; when they can expect to get one; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Brendan Griffin. [49866/22]

123. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to just two post-primary
schools in all of Dublin 24 have ASD classes offering just 18 places for 204 children; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [49997/22]

124. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the provision of a
permanent site for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Neale Richmond. [49685/22]

125. Chun a fhiafraf den Aire Oideachais cad € atd pléite aici leis na pdirtithe leasmhara maidir
le straitéisi don Ghaeilge sa chdras oideachais; agus an ndéanfaidh s{ rditeas ina thaobh. — Aindrias
Moynihan. [49971/22]

126. To ask the Minister for Education the measures included in Budget 2023 to increase the
financial supports available to all school boards of management to ensure that they can meet the
increased costs of heating school premises in the coming winter months; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — John Paul Phelan. [49862/22]

127. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to school principals
across Dublin that are reporting teachers leaving because they cannot afford to live in Dublin, and
the severe difficulty in recruiting new teachers for the same reason; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [49999/22]
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128. To ask the Minister for Education if changes are planned to the Education (Admission
to Schools) Act 2018 in relation to school children with special educational needs; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Ruairf O Murchi. [49957/22]

129. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on her engagements with
the State Examination Commission in relation to ensuring the availability of assistive technology to
students sitting their Leaving Certificate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa
Hourigan. [49786/22]

130. To ask the Minister for Education if each child who requires a place in an ASD unit will
obtain same in September 2023. — Thomas Gould. [49677/22]

131. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she is taking to increase the number
of places in secondary schools for young persons with autism in County Cork. — Holly Cairns.
[49624/22]

132. To ask the Minister for Education if she has adopted a strategy for improving leadership
and performance evaluation in schools. — Richard Bruton. [49766/22]

133. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the building project for
a school (details supplied). — Joe Flaherty. [49674/22]

134. To ask the Minister for Education the measures that are being taken to provide candidates,
parents and schools with certainty regarding the arrangements for issuing the Junior Certificate
results; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [49693/22]

135. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide details of the system in place to track
and measure need for school places for children with disabilities; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Pauline Tully. [50028/22]

136. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to a school (details
supplied) that will be forced to fundraise for an adequate school hall in its new school building. —
Thomas Gould. [49676/22]

137. To ask the Minister for Education her plans to address the need for a further primary
school in the high growth area of Castletroy, Limerick; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. — Kieran O’Donnell. [50025/22]

138. To ask the Minister for Education her plans to extend the Irish and bilingual grant to all
post-primary Irish medium schools in the country; the reason that multi-denominational schools
and schools in the ETB, community and comprehensive sector are not approved for the grant; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [49857/22]

139. To ask the Minister for Education the proposals, if any, to amend the criteria for inclusion
in the DEIS programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith.
[49943/22]

140. To ask the Minister for Education her plans to increase the capitation grant for both
primary and post-primary pupils; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul McAuliffe.
[49738/22]
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141. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on school transport
especially for children who previously had a seat on the school bus; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [49859/22]

142. To ask the Minister for Education her views on the review of the Education for Persons
with Special Educational Needs Act 2004; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Charles Flanagan. [49871/22]

143. To ask the Minister for Education the number of educational and child psychologists
currently working in the National Educational Psychological Service; the number of vacancies for
positions in the organisation; if consideration has been given by her Department to funding trainee
educational and child psychologists during their unpaid placements in order to ensure that these
positions are filled and that the required number of graduates are attained; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Brid Smith. [49972/22]

144. To ask the Minister for Education the total number of gaelscoileanna currently operational
in the State. — Peadar Téibin. [50003/22]

145. To ask the Minister for Education the number of students who applied for free school
transport in 2022; the number of these applications received from late applicants; the number of
these applications received from concessionary pupils; the total number of students who have now
been provided with a service; the process in place now to allocate further tickets based on the
Budget 2023 announcement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Eamon O Cuiv.
[49867/22]

146. To ask the Minister for Education the reasons that a primary school (details supplied) was
denied DEIS status despite all other schools in the locality being provided DEIS status; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [49954/22]

147. To ask the Minister for Education the way in which Budget 2023 will support well-being
in schools. — John Lahart. [49917/22]

148. To ask the Minister for Education if all school workbooks will be considered under the
new scheme to provide free schoolbooks to all primary school children from September 2023; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [49970/22]

149. To ask the Minister for Education the way in which her Department intends to implement
the scheme for free primary schoolbooks; if local bookstores that currently provide these books
will be included in the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon.
[49915/22]

150. To ask the Minister for Education the parameters that are being considered in the roll-out
of the free book scheme at primary level to ensure best learner outcomes while maximising value
for money for the taxpayer; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Francis Noel Duffy.
[49623/22]

151. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the rollout expansion of
the Schools Energy Retrofit Pathfinder Programme for 2023-2024; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [49477/22]
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152. To ask the Minister for Education the mechanism that will be used to roll out the solar
schools initiative; the way that schools will be able to avail of the scheme; the anticipated timeline
for the roll-out; if schools will be able to avail of feed-in tariffs to benefit from excess generation,
particularly in summer months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Francis Noel
Duffy. [49622/22]

CEISTEANNA LE hAGHAIDH FREAGRAI SCRIOFA
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER

Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

*153. To ask the Taoiseach if he will provide a schedule of the number of staff by grade who are
assigned on a full-time basis to liaise and provide support to the Department for Children, Equality,
Disability, Integration and Youth in order for that Department to fulfil its areas of responsibility in
respect of providing for the needs of those seeking international protection and persons categorised
by virtue of the temporary protection directive by the European Union; and if he will provide a
schedule of the services that his Department provides to the Department for Children, Equality,
Disability, Integration and Youth in that regard. — Catherine Murphy. [50458/22]

*154. To ask the Taoiseach the number of Cabinet Committees that are in place; if he has created
any new Cabinet Committees in the past year; the Cabinet Committee that deals with Energy; and
the frequency with which it has met. — Ivana Bacik. [49901/22]

*155. To ask the Taoiseach if the preparations and planning for Census 2027 will include a
review of the possibility of including a third gender on the census form. — Carol Nolan. [49156/22]

*156. To ask the Taoiseach the name, function and establishment date of all the organisations
and agencies that are funded by his Department; the number of employees in each; and the salary
of the chief executive in each organisation and agency. — Michael Ring. [49194/22]

*157. To ask the Taoiseach when the Central Statistics Office will begin its consultation with
the general public and data users on the questions for Census 2027 to include questions on gender
identity and sexual orientation. — Mary Lou McDonald. [49517/22]

*158. To ask the Taoiseach if there is an inter-Departmental working group in place to facilitate
the accommodation, educational, health, social, community, care and supports needed to facilitate
the integration of Ukrainian citizens; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe McHugh.
[49824/22]

*159. To ask the Taoiseach the number of dedicated spaces for breastfeeding and expressing
breast milk in workplaces within his Department and the workplaces of public bodies and agencies
under his remit, including a list of said buildings which do and do not have these facilities. — Holly
Cairns. [50349/22]

Chun an Tdnaiste agus Aire Fiontar, Trdddla agus Fostaiochta: To the Tdnaiste and Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

*160. To ask the Tdnaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will support
the 17 June 2022 WTO decision on the TRIPS Agreement to therapeutics and diagnostic tests
without further restrictions or conditions. — David Cullinane. [50366/22]
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*161. To ask the Tdnaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if there is a policy
regarding the appropriate use of domestic flights in his Department and bodies under the aegis of
the Department. — Eoin O Broin. [50120/22]

*162. To ask the Ténaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when a decision
will be made in relation to an application by a person (details supplied) for a work permit; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Howlin. [49533/22]

*163. To ask the Tdnaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount paid
to the European Space Agency from 2002 to date in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Michael McNamara. [49534/22]

*164. To ask the Tdnaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if there are small
business loans available to a publican and restaurant owner who is under ongoing financial pressures
as a result of the Covid-19 related lockdowns, particularly in relation to meeting mortgage and loan
repayment due to the period of reduced operations and revenues; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [49541/22]

*165. To ask the Ténaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when he will
honour the terms of the Employment Regulation Order for the security industry; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [49731/22]

*166. To ask the Tédnaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of
whole-time equivalent staff vacancies by job title in the Health and Safety Authority as of 3 October
2022; the full-year cost of filling each of the vacancies; and when each of these vacancies will be
filled in tabular form. — Darren O’Rourke. [49994/22]

*167. To ask the Tdnaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the details of the
overall value of goods imported into Ireland from South Africa in each of the past three years. —
Darren O’Rourke. [49995/22]

*168. To ask the Ténaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if the
recommendation of the Low Pay Commission to prepare a report examining the issues around
retaining, removing, or expanding youth rates of the National Minimum Wage has been progressed
following the publication of the Commission’s Living Wage Report; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [50019/22]

*169. To ask the Ténaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if a trade mission
to the west coast of United States of America is planned before the end of 2022; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [50083/22]

*170. To ask the Tdnaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if there is a
pathway for employers to apply for a visa to employ a mechanic from outside the EEA in a situation
in which the employer has tried extensively to recruit from within the EEA; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [50157/22]

*171. To ask the Tdnaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will clearly
outline Ireland’s position on the proposal to extend the TRIPS waiver to therapeutics and diagnostics
for Covid-19, which is the subject of discussion at the World Trade Organisation; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — John Paul Phelan. [50239/22]
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*172. To ask the Tdnaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on
whether intellectual property rights should be protected especially in the development of innovative
medicinal products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Paul Phelan. [50240/22]

*173. To ask the Tdnaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the level of
engagement that his Department has had with the European Commission in respect of the proposed
extension of the TRIPS waiver to therapeutics and diagnostics for COVID-19; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. — John Paul Phelan. [50241/22]

*174. To ask the Tédnaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of
dedicated spaces for breastfeeding and expressing breast milk in workplaces within his Department
and the workplaces of public bodies and agencies under his remit, including a list of said buildings
which do and do not have these facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly
Cairns. [50338/22]

Chun an Aire Comhshaoil, Aerdide agus Cumarsdide: To the Minister for the Environment, Climate
and Communications.

*175. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if there is a policy
regarding the appropriate use of domestic flights in his Department and bodies under the aegis of
the Department. — Eoin O Broin. [50120/22]

*176. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of
proposals to provide an annual support towards the cost of bin charges for homes in which a family
member uses incontinence pads, which results in additional costs for the family; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. — Josepha Madigan. [49509/22]

*177. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the participation
that his Department has in the National Metal Theft Forum, to develop a metal theft prevention and
crime reduction plan, particularly in relation to catalytic converters; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [49514/22]

*178. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications his views on the
significant issues highlighted by a person (details supplied) in respect of access to solar photovoltaic
grants through the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland whereby houses that were originally
due to be completed before the end of December 2020 but were delayed due to the impact of
Covid-19 are subsequently ineligible; if this criteria can be reviewed for homes in this category; if
he will outline the alternative avenues, if any, that can be accessed; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [49516/22]

*179. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will ensure
that a Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland warmer homes grant under the fuel allowance
scheme is awarded to a person (details supplied) without further delay. — Robert Troy. [49609/22]

*180. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the amount that the
large energy-user rebalancing subvention raised in each year since its introduction; if this revenue
was paid to the Exchequer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke.
[49611/22]

*181. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the way in which
revenue raised from the large energy-user rebalancing subvention was used to subsidise large
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energy users; the criteria that were used to determine if a company was a large energy user; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [49612/22]

*182. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the way in which
the large energy-user rebalancing subvention was calculated and levied on domestic electricity
bills; the way in which the subvention was calculated and paid to large energy users; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [49613/22]

*183. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if a house built
in 2005, with an MPRN from 2006 can qualify for the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland
funding under the better energy warmer homes scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [49701/22]

*184. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the way that
electricity credit will be paid to those in multi-developments for example, apartment blocks and
mobile home sites when there is one meter with a MPRN. — Brian Stanley. [49741/22]

*185. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will outline
the funding allocations for the Western Lakes draft management plan for loughs Corrib, Mask,
Carra, Conn, Cullin, Arrow and Sheelin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Noel
Grealish. [49769/22]

*186. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if consideration
will be given to providing the proposed €600 energy credit to those living off-grid and fuelling
their own generators for electricity supply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sorca
Clarke. [49796/22]

*187. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he has put
restrictions on the work of obligated entities to support household energy upgrades; if he will
identify these; and the reason that he has introduced those restrictions, particularly at a time when
the European Union has demanded urgent and immediate reductions in energy use which can be
most easily achieved by shallow measures. — Richard Bruton. [49825/22]

*188. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the amount Ireland
has been fined to date for the failure to fully transpose the European Electronic Communications
Code within the required timeframe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Darren
O’Rourke. [49834/22]

*189. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if local community
centres will be included in the €600 energy credits announced in Budget 2023; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [49890/22]

*190. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will bring
forward a cybersecurity Bill. — Darren O’Rourke. [49992/22]

*191. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the total amount
collected through the PSO levy in each year since 2001; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [50044/22]

*192. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when the deposit
return scheme for plastic bottles and aluminium cans, for which the regulations were signed in



4697

November 2021 to achieve the separate collection targets for plastic bottles in Directive (EU)
2019/904 of the European Parliament and of the European Council of 5 June 2019, will come into
operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [50052/22]

*193. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the timeline and
date for the roll-out of broadband in an area (details supplied) of County Leitrim; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin. [50060/22]

*194. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the Sustainable
Energy Authority of Ireland better energy grant requirement for a technical assessment to ensure
that the home is heat-pump ready for heat-pump replacements will be removed in houses that
already have a heat pump in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan
Griffin. [50115/22]

*195. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if there is a policy
regarding the appropriate use of public funds for domestic flights by Departments and bodies under
their aegis. — Eoin O Broin. [50119/22]

*196. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the procedures
that ESB Networks has in place for distributing details of clean-export guarantee eligibility to each
energy provider in respect of NC6 submitters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. —
Thomas Pringle. [50131/22]

*197. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide
weekly figures for the number of NC6 forms that have been received to date in 2022; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [50132/22]

*198. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide
weekly figures for the number of confirmations of clean-export guarantee eligibility that have been
issued to date in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [50133/22]

*199. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of staff
that ESB Networks has assigned to NC6 processing and issuing clean-export guarantee eligibility
to providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [50134/22]

*200. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the remedies and
penalties in the legislation establishing the clean-export guarantee scheme for non-compliance by
energy providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [50135/22]

*201. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the protections
which will be extended to pay-as-you-go energy customers to prevent disconnections this winter;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [50139/22]

*¥202. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if a response will
issue to serious concerns raised by a person (details supplied); if any policy can be added to the
review framework for persons without electricity meters; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [50158/22]

*203. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he can give an
assurance that any of the gas coming into Ireland is not fracked gas (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [50164/22]
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*204. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if his attention has
been drawn to the fact that householders and bill payers in a development (details supplied) have
not received the energy credit and appear to remain outside of the current eligibility criteria for the
scheme; his plans to address this matter on a policy basis; if a mechanism is being developed to
retrospectively provide credit to such householders who did not obtain the benefit of the previous
credit round; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [50169/22]

*205. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide
an update in relation to the Avoca remediation project; the projected funding that will be provided
in view of Budget 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore.
[50174/22]

*206. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if his attention has
been drawn to the fact that not every household will receive the energy credits promised given that
electricity supply companies allocate the credit per MPRN number and those in rented apartments
that share an MPRN also have to share the electricity credit; his plans to ensure that every household
benefits fully from the energy credits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Willie
O’Dea. [50180/22]

*207. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of
contracting companies that are awaiting entry into the “One Stop Shop” under the home energy
upgrade scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [50218/22]

*208. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of
homes that have been approved for a home energy upgrade under the scheme; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [50219/22]

*209. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications of the projects
approved under the home energy upgrade the average grant awarded; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [50220/22]

*210. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications of the projects
approved under the home energy grade the type of grant upgrade that has been requested more than
others under the home energy upgrade scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. —
Alan Farrell. [50221/22]

*211. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if a loan guarantee
scheme to support access to finance for retrofitting has been established; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [50222/22]

*212. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the process by
which the feed-in tariff for the microgeneration support scheme is set; his view on whether the
Regulator should have a role in setting prices; his further views on whether income from the power
generated should be taxed given the imperative to bring more households into the scheme and if he
will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Carroll MacNeill. [50256/22]

*213. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of
dedicated spaces for breastfeeding and expressing breast milk in workplaces within his Department
and the workplaces of public bodies and agencies under his remit, including a list of said buildings
which do and do not have these facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly
Cairns. [50339/22]
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Chun an Aire lompair: To the Minister for Transport.

*214. To ask the Minister for Transport his views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [50262/22]

*215. To ask the Minister for Transport if there is a policy regarding the appropriate use of
domestic flights in his Department and bodies under the aegis of the Department. — Eoin O Broin.
[50120/22]

*216. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will increase the fine for parking bus lanes in line
with doubling of the fixed-charge penalty for parking on footpaths, cycle lanes or bus lanes; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [49464/22]

*217. To ask the Minister for Transport the areas in which the funding that was allocated in
Budget 2023 for BusConnects and MetroLink will be spent on. — Jim O’Callaghan. [49473/22]

*218. To ask the Minister for Transport if the flight paths of commercial airlines are prohibited
or restricted from flying over Ballyboughal, County Dublin from the new north runway especially
given the huge increase in the number of airlines flying over the village since the north runway
opened which is impacting on the daily lives of residents; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Duncan Smith. [49486/22]

*219. To ask the Minister for Transport the regulations or guidelines in place, if any, to ensure
that car manufacturers in Ireland install catalytic converters in such a way that prevents their theft;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [49515/22]

*220. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide the latest data in respect of service
disruptions including cancellations of Bus Eireann services in Waterford city and in the south east
for the periods of September, August and July 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. — Marc O Cathasaigh. [49532/22]

*221. To ask the Minister for Transport the number and value of fines levied by the National
Transport Authority on bus, Luas and rail services for contract breaches by each service provider
during the years 2020 to 2022, in tabular form; the steps that he is taking to improve services for
public transport users in the greater Dublin region; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
— Cormac Devlin. [49566/22]

*#222. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of electric charging points that are now
operational in public areas in Cork city and County, broken down by fast chargers and ordinary
chargers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Padraig O’Sullivan. [49570/22]

*223. To ask the Minister for Transport his engagement with local authorities regarding the
roll-out of electric vehicle charging points in Cork city and County; the level of uptake from local
authorities on funding available through the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland for e-car
charging points for Cork city and County; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pddraig
O’Sullivan. [49571/22]

*224. To ask the Minister for Transport if he has considered allowing taxi drivers to transfer
their taxi licence to another driver who is licensed but who does not hold a taxi licence; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [49576/22]
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*225. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update on proposals to improve the
frequency and capacity of Bus Eireann route 329 through Bruff, County Limerick; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [49605/22]

*226. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide a bus shelter in Bruff, County Limerick
for passengers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [49606/22]

*227. To ask the Minister for Transport when a person (details supplied) will receive a date
for their driving test; and if this date will stand; and if he will make a statement on the matter. —
Marian Harkin. [49627/22]

*228. To ask the Minister for Transport the percentage of east-bound flights on runway 10 in
Dublin Airport that do not follow their designated flight-path; and the percentage of flights which
deviate from their flight-path leaving Dublin Airport and fly over the zone between Ongar and
Lohunda in Dublin 15. — Paul Donnelly. [49719/22]

*229. To ask the Minister for Transport the steps that he has taken to date in 2022 to reinstate the
direct flights from Donegal Airport to Glasgow and to also establish a direct flight from Donegal
Airport to an airport in the London area (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Thomas Pringle. [49733/22]

*230. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will expedite a driving test for a person (details
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sean Fleming. [49747/22]

*231. To ask the Minister for Transport the minimum or optimum number of mechanics who
should be employed in each of the 49 NCT centres in Ireland, listed individually; the number of
mechanics who are currently employed in each centre; the current average waiting times for NCT
appointments in each of the centres to date in tabular and written form; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [49778/22]

*232. To ask the Minister for Transport when a person (details supplied) will receive a driving
test date in order that they can take up employment. — Sean Sherlock. [49802/22]

*233. To ask the Minister for Transport if his Department will allow registered company
owners to pay commercial rates of motor tax on certain vehicles (details supplied) once they can
demonstrate a genuine need within their business; and if he will make a statement on the matter. —
Matt Shanahan. [49804/22]

*234. To ask the Minister for Transport the reason that a person (details supplied) is waiting so
long for a driving test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [49909/22]

*235. To ask the Minister for Transport if the suspension of an operator licence for a company
(details supplied) will be delayed until February 2023 to give the owner time to fill the vacancy;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [49932/22]

*236. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated number of additional buses that would be
required if buses on each route on H-spine increased their frequency to every ten minutes.; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [49974/22]

*237. To ask the Minister for Transport the amount of revenue generated through parking
charges at Irish Rail train stations in each of the years of 2019 to 2021 and to-date in 2022, in
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tabular form; and the amount that was reinvested into improving Irish Rail services. — Darren
O’Rourke. [49975/22]

#238. To ask the Minister for Transport the amount of revenue generated by Bus Eireann from
the €2 processing fee for members of the public with the free travel pass to use Bus Eireann. —
Darren O’Rourke. [49976/22]

*239. To ask the Minister for Transport if funding will be provided for the re-marking of the
carpark at Malahide train station; and when will this work commence. — Darren O’Rourke.
[49977/22]

#240. To ask the Minister for Transport his plans to increase the frequency of Bus Eireann route
469 frequency from once weekly to three times weekly. — Darren O’Rourke. [49978/22]

*241. To ask the Minister for Transport his views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [S0009/22]

*242. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will address the matter raised in correspondence
(details supplied) in relation to the NDLS fees and payment methods policy; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [50037/22]

*243. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of electric hybrid buses in operation on
public service obligation transport routes at present; the areas that these are operational in; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [50076/22]

*244. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated amount that it would cost if the home
charger grant scheme for electric vehicles increased to €850 based on 2019 figures; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [50077/22]

*245. To ask the Minister for Transport if he has spoken with the Commissioner of United
States Customs and Border Protection (details supplied) since 1 March 2021; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [50078/22]

*246. To ask the Minister for Transport when funding for TFI Local Link daily return routes
from the towns of Ballyjamesduff and Kilnaleck to the town of Cavan as applied for by Cavan-
Monaghan Local Link will be sanctioned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pauline
Tully. [50085/22]

*247. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will increase the frequency of route 60, the new
G-Spine BusConnects service which will replace route 79/79a (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [S0086/22]

*248. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will examine an issue with a bus service (details
supplied) which is overcrowded to an extent where it is dangerous; if there are plans to approve
this service in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless.
[50123/22]

*249. To ask the Minister for Transport if there is a national scheme to register custom built
electrical trikes for road worthiness as in the case of a person (details supplied); if clarity will be
given in this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [50138/22]
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*250. To ask the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn to the issues experienced
by students when using the 17,116 and 175 bus routes (details supplied); if he will report the matter
to bus companies and ensure that additional buses are added to these routes to resolve these issues;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [50154/22]

*251. To ask the Minister for Transport if the eligible age for a Leap card will be changed
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [50168/22]

*252. To ask the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn to the fact that in New
South Wales, Australia, after holding a P2 licence for two years, one automatically receives a full
NSW driving licence meaning that there is no driving test in order to obtain a full licence; if his
attention has been further drawn to the difficulties that persons face when they have returned from
New South Wales and they are asked to provide proof of passing a driving test in NSW; if he will
ensure that the NDLS provides extra allowances to those in this situation by allowing them to
obtain a full Irish licence without proof of test which is not possible to obtain from New South
Wales; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [50249/22]

*253. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of dedicated spaces for breastfeeding and
expressing breast milk in workplaces within his Department and the workplaces of public bodies
and agencies under his remit, including a list of said buildings which do and do not have these
facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [50351/22]

Chun an Aire Airgeadais: To the Minister for Finance.

*254. To ask the Minister for Finance if a centre (details supplied) is entitled to receive the
temporary business energy support scheme. — Mary Lou McDonald. [49803/22]

*255. To ask the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [50262/22]

*256. To ask the Minister for Finance if there is a policy regarding the appropriate use of
domestic flights in his Department and bodies under the aegis of the Department. — Eoin O Broin.
[50120/22]

*257. To ask the Minister for Finance if consideration will be given to increasing the rate of
remote working relief in view of the increase in inflation and cost of living. — Sorca Clarke.
[49451/22]

*258. To ask the Minister for Finance if renters under a licence agreement will be entitled to
the renters’ tax credit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett.
[49452/22]

*259. To ask the Minister for Finance when the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal will
be set up and operating again (details supplied); the way in which the huge backlog of applicants
will be dealt with in a timely manner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Paul
Phelan. [49470/22]

*260. To ask the Minister for Finance if his Department is considering the expansion of the
cycle-to-work scheme to the self-employed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. —
Josepha Madigan. [49507/22]
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*261. To ask the Minister for Finance when the Disabled Drivers Appeals Board will be re-
established (details supplied). — Dara Calleary. [49530/22]

*262. To ask the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to the difficulties that the
owners of dwellings with thatched roofs are having securing home insurance; if he will raise the

matter with the insurance sector to seek an appropriate solution; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. — Cormac Devlin. [49565/22]

*263. To ask the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details supplied) in relation to the
sale of coal; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this is adversely impacting a specific
retail industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pddraig O’Sullivan. [49573/22]

*264. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will address a query raised in correspondence by a
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [49593/22]

*265. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter in relation to the squeezed
middle (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae.
[49620/22]

*266. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will review correspondence in relation to the proposed
concrete block levy (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh
Smyth. [49621/22]

*267. To ask the Minister for Finance the timescale for the introduction of a levy (details
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [49656/22]

*268. To ask the Minister for Finance the status of the apartments in Finglas, known as Prospect
Hill, that were taken back into possession of Dublin City Council; if they remain in full ownership
of the State; if a block of apartments recently sold by the National Asset Management Agency in
the same complex were the ones owned by the State; the status of that particular block; and when
the apartments will be allocated. — Peadar Téibin. [49757/22]

*269. To ask the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Revenue
Commissioners are now demanding that businesses settle tax owed under the debt warehousing
scheme (details supplied); his views on whether the insistence by the Revenue Commissioners on
the repayment of warehoused debt will lead to bankruptcies; his plans to deal with this situation;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Willie O’Dea. [49808/22]

*270. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will reconsider the current approach to one member
pension arrangements and changes to personal retirement savings accounts in the Finance Bill 2022
in October 2022; if he plans to enforce this PRSA benefit-in-kind, which leaves a benefit taxable
liability in the hands of the staff member; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Peter
Fitzpatrick. [49821/22]

*271. To ask the Minister for Finance if there is any provision for an increase in the tax exemption
limit for people over 65 years of age in Budget 23 given the increase in the cost of living; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [49830/22]

*272. To ask the Minister for Finance the timeline that he is working towards for amending
the relevant legislation to incorporate the right to be forgotten for people living beyond cancer,
following the recently adopted European Parliament resolution calling for European Union member
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states to guarantee this right by 2025; the steps that his Department has taken to prepare for this
legislative change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réisin Shortall. [49847/22]

*273. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter in relation to the temporary
business energy support scheme and the application to the charity sector (details supplied); and if
he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [49918/22]

*274. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of vehicles seized by Revenue Commissioners
under section 141 of the Finance Act 1992 in 2020, 2021 and to-date in 2022 in tabular form. —
Darren O’Rourke. [49979/22]

*275. To ask the Minister for Finance if the tendering process for a replacement customs cutter
vessel will commence before the end of the year. — Darren O’Rourke. [49980/22]

*276. To ask the Minister for Finance the plans, if any, that are in place to reduce the current
13.5% VAT rate to the beauty industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marian
Harkin. [50114/22]

*277. To ask the Minister for Finance the rationale to justify the benefit-in-kind rise in Budget
2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [50143/22]

*278. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will consider a matter (details supplied); and if he
will make a statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin. [50146/22]

*279. To ask the Minister for Finance the limited number of period products that will be reduced
to a zero per cent VAT rate from 1 January 2023, as announced in Budget 2023; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [50251/22]

*280. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will agree to a full review of the benefit-in-kind tax
system; if he will defer the proposed Budget 2023 changes until the review is undertaken; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. — Pddraig O’Sullivan. [50281/22]

*281. To ask the Minister for Finance his views on suggestions from the European Commission
and some European Union member states that an enhanced cooperation procedure should be used
for the implementation in the EU of pillar two of the OECD agreement on international taxation;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [50283/22]

*282. To ask the Minister for Finance if he is concerned that the use of an enhanced cooperation
procedure at EU level in the realm of taxation would impinge on the ability of Ireland and other
small EU member states to retain their sovereignty over taxation matters; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [50284/22]

*283. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will provide the details on the expected timelines for
the reopening of the offices of the Revenue Commissioners to facilitate face to face engagement
with consideration of the significant tax changes that have been announced and the expected
increase in queries on PAYE and other revenue-related services; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [50305/22]

*284. To ask the Minister for Finance the action, if any, which he intends to take in respect of a
senior civil servant (details supplied) in light of the findings of a recent report which raises serious
public interest questions about this person’s compliance with the Civil Service code of standards



4705

and behaviours, especially in respect of Sections 6 and 7, and potentially Section 14; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Roisin Shortall. [S0307/22]

*285. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of dedicated spaces for breastfeeding and
expressing breast milk in workplaces within his Department and the workplaces of public bodies
and agencies under his remit, including a list of said buildings which do and do not have these
facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [50340/22]

Chun an Aire Caiteachais Phoibli agus Athchdirithe: To the Minister for Public Expenditure and
Reform.

*286. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the current status and estimated
completion time for the new Garda station at Clonmel, County Tipperary; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [50054/22]

*287. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will address the matters
raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — James O’Connor. [49768/22]

*288. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when the Government plans to
prohibit bookmaking firms from operating bets on the National Lottery; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [S0005/22]

*289. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the Garda stations within the Clare
Garda division that were refurbished by the OPW and the costs were in excess of €5,000 in 2021
and to date in 2022; the nature of works that were carried out at each station; if each of these capital
works project is still ongoing or completed in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [50071/22]

*290. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of qualified gas
engineers employed by the OPW as of 31 December 2020 and 4 October 2022, in tabular form; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [50072/22]

*291. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further to Parliamentary Question
No. 270 of 4 October 2022, the engagements that he has had concerning the OPW’s engagements
with the Minister for Housing; Local Government and Heritage, Kilmainham Gaol and the
National Graves’ Association on plans to move the remains of the Invincibles from the grounds of
Kilmainham Gaol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [50116/22]

*292. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if there is a policy regarding the
appropriate use of domestic flights in his Department and bodies under the aegis of the Department.
— Eoin O Broin. [50120/22]

*293. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to someone transferring
from a public service position in the Prison Service to a State owned enterprise Dublin Airport
Authority, if he will confirm that there is prior recognition of service meaning that the pay grade
that they enter is comparable to their previous position; if any recent changes have been made in
this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [50140/22]

*294. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further to Parliamentary Question
No. 113 of 4 October 2022, if there has been a competitive tendering process for the promotion
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of the proposed National Children’s Science Museum; if there are any other promoters in receipt
of “free of charge” licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Carroll
MacNeill. [50189/22]

*295. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason that his Department
will not permit public access back into the swimming pool in the Garda College in Templemore,
given that there is a long tradition in the town of locals and groups being able to access this very
important local amenity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [50242/22]

*296. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of dedicated spaces for
breastfeeding and expressing breast milk in workplaces within his Department and the workplaces
of public bodies and agencies under his remit, including a list of said buildings which do and do not
have these facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [50346/22]

Chun an Aire Turasoireachta, Cultiir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Medn: To the Minister for
Tourism, Culture; Arts; Gaeltacht; Sport and Media.

*297. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if there is a
policy regarding the appropriate use of domestic flights in her Department and bodies under the
aegis of the Department. — Eoin O Broin. [50120/22]

*298. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media when he plans
to open the next round of sports capital grants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Brendan Griffin. [49906/22]

*299. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the dates in
2022 on which she spoke formally with the chief executive officer and or chairperson of each State
agency under the remit of her Department in tabular form. — Darren O’Rourke. [49988/22]

*300. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the number
of full-time staff by job title working in the National Concert Hall as of 4 October 2022, in tabular
form. — Darren O’Rourke. [49989/22]

*301. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the amount of
funding that she announced for cultural events in Budget 2023; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [50202/22]

*302. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if her attention
has been drawn to an organisation (details supplied) that has lifted its ban on Russian and Belarussian
athletes competing; if its Irish equivalent has a stance on this; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. — Neale Richmond. [50285/22]

*303. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the number of
dedicated spaces for breastfeeding and expressing breast milk in workplaces within her Department
and the workplaces of public bodies and agencies under her remit, including a list of said buildings
which do and do not have these facilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Holly
Cairns. [50350/22]
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Chun an Aire Tithiochta, Rialtais Aitiiiil agus Oidhreachta: To the Minister for Housing, Local
Government and Heritage.

*304. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has been
drawn to the unfolding humanitarian crisis in County Donegal whereby families who have to move
out of their homes in the county for safety reasons due to the impact of defective concrete blocks
cannot source temporary alternative accommodation; and if he will urgently task the Housing
Agency with assisting these families with temporary housing, either modular or in the private
sector across the county. — Pddraig Mac Lochlainn. [50198/22]

*305. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if there is a policy
regarding the appropriate use of domestic flights in his Department and bodies under the aegis of
the Department. — Eoin O Broin. [50120/22]

*306. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the membership,
including directors and shareholders, if any, of Galway Culture company, further to his
announcement on 29 September 2022 (details supplied) of an allocation of €147,000 to Derry and
Strabane Council, Ulster University, Galway Culture company, Creative Enterprise West, Atlantic
Technological University and the Western Development Commission; its registered address; the
name and number of all organisations that tendered for the project; if he will provide details of the
Atlantic Region of Creative Content project; the purposes for which the company was established;
when it was established; and if he will provide a breakdown of the way in which the €147,000 will
be spent. — Catherine Connolly. [49287/22]

*307. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the plans he has to
review the tenant incremental purchase scheme to allow those who were tenants of Part V houses
prior to the introduction of the regulations to proceed with the purchase of their homes; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [49454/22]

*308. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage further to Parliamentary
Question No. 221 of 14 September 2022, the number of applications received by the National Parks
and Wildlife Service for a domestic dwelling derogation licence to exclude bats from premises in
each year 2012 to 2022 inclusive, the number of derogations approved for same; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [49458/22]

*309. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has been
drawn to the financial obstacles for persons affected by MICA at different stages of the remediation
process; if he will he consider introducing a mechanism to bring forward the accommodation and
storage cost element of the approved legislation in order to alleviate the financial hardship that
many families are enduring this winter; when the new scheme will be rolled out; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Joe McHugh. [49475/22]

*310. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an
update on when engineers’ fees will be returned to persons affected by defective blocks who have
yet to receive this payment; if he has taken the impact that the rising costs have had on this cohort
into consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [49503/22]

*311. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if incremental credit
will be awarded to assistant and executive planners, as well as cognate professionals, within local
government and analogous grades in the public service more widely given that incremental credit
has been made available to other professionals; if all postgraduate experience will be allowed to
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qualify for incremental pay with no deductions as per Circular 08/2019; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Sedn Haughey. [49508/22]

*312. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the current incremental
tenant purchase scheme permits council tenants in homes classed as a maisonette to avail of
purchase; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Eoin O Broin. [49527/22]

*313. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage his plans, if any, to
review the income threshold to qualify for social housing following Budget 2023 and the slight
increase that some cohorts have received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael
Healy-Rae. [49540/22]

*314. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the actions that are
still outstanding from the August 2005 report on the Present and Future Protection of Thatched
Structures in Ireland; the supports that are available to support homeowners maintain thatched
roofs; the number of thatched roof dwellings per county; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Cormac Devlin. [49564/22]

*315. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will request local
authorities not to remove a person who has entered addiction rehabilitation from the social housing
waiting list. — Thomas Gould. [49642/22]

*316. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if there is a restriction
on recording full council meetings in either a statutory instrument or legislation. — Thomas Gould.
[49657/22]

*317. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide
an update on his views expressed in July 2022 regarding additional funding for Galway County
Council (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell.
[49686/22]

*318. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the status of the
apartments in Finglas, known as Prospect Hill, that were taken back into the possession of Dublin
City Council; if they remain in full ownership of the State; if a block of apartments recently sold
by the National Asset Management Agency in the same complex were the ones owned by the State;
the status of that particular block; and when the apartments will be allocated. — Peadar Téibin.
[49756/22]

*319. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the regulations which
he recently made to protect the basking shark cetorhinus maximus under Section 23(2)(a) of the
Wildlife Act 1976, entitled the Wildlife Act 1976 (Protection of Wild Animals) Regulations 2022,
can be policed and enforced by Inland Fisheries Ireland out to the 12-mile jurisdictional limit; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [49770/22]

*320. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if local authorities are
obliged to publish the system of fees which they charge homeowners for the purchase of the fee,
simply on their property; if it is correct that local authorities are obliged to review the charging
structure at regular intervals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [49806/22]
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*321. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the percentage of
planning applications that have been rejected in the past 12 months by Louth County Council; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Peter Fitzpatrick. [49823/22]

*322. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when local authorities
will be accepting applications from rural applicants following the recent announcement of the
expansion of crof conaithe vacant property grants to rural areas; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [49839/22]

*323. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if an estate (details
supplied) is being considered under the energy efficiency funding scheme; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Padraig O’Sullivan. [49913/22]

*324. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has
been drawn to local authorities currently at capacity in terms of their emergency accommodation
provision; the number of local authorities that he has engaged with that plan to expand their
provision of emergency accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa
Hourigan. [49920/22]

*325. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the steps that he has taken
to ensure that each local authority is fulfilling its obligation to provide emergency accommodation
to those with a local connection; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Dublin is becoming
the only destination for persons who are otherwise refused elsewhere and this has contributed to
Dublin being at capacity in terms of emergency accommodation; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [49921/22]

*326. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the date on which he
will prepare a management plan for the Boyne, Blackwater special area of conservation; the date
on which this plan will go to public consultation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. —
Darren O’Rourke. [50004/22]

*327. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the role that his
Department has in the provision of accommodation for Ukrainian refugees; the guidelines that his
Department is operating from in terms of the standards of accommodation; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Joe McHugh. [50020/22]

*328. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when he will announce
a package to deal with the issue of apartment-fire defects from Celtic Tiger-era apartments; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [50064/22]

*329. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if income from the
working family payment can be included in calculating eligibility for housing assistance payment;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [50069/22]

*330. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if income received from
the working family payment can be included in calculating eligibility for a family to be placed on a
local authority housing list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne.
[50070/22]
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*331. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage his views on the
inclusion of carer’s allowance in income calculations for local authority home loans. — Pa Daly.
[50097/22]

*332. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the policy change in his
Department with regards to the purchase of HAP, RAS and leased tenancies by local authorities
or Approved Housing Bodies in cases in which tenants are in receipt of a notice to quit; if he will
provide circulars, memos and or any guidelines issued to the local authorities or AHBs in this
regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [50128/22]

*333. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide a list
broken down by local authority, of all HAP and RAS tenancies bought by local authorities with the
tenant in situ since the April 2022 circular allowing same to local authorities; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [50130/22]

*334. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage further to Parliamentary
Question No 288 of 4 October 2020, if he will provide a breakdown of the 2,800 homes to be
delivered for affordable purchase and cost rental, through both LDA investment and with funding
of €90 million via the Affordable Housing Fund stating the number of cost rental and affordable
purchases to be delivered by the LDA and the number of cost rental and affordable purchases to be
delivered by local authorities. — Eoin O Broin. [50137/22]

*335. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the Electoral Reform
Act 2022 is currently in law and enacted; and if the criteria regarding registration of a political party
remain, either 300 members 50% of whom are on the electoral register or an elected member of
Ddil Eireann under item 45 of this Act. — Robert Troy. [50145/22]

*336. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of housing
units that have been delivered under the long-term social housing leasing scheme in the Dublin City
Council administrative area in each of the years since 2018, by housing area (details supplied), in
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Raisin Shortall. [5S0147/22]

*337. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when he will publish the
report on income eligibility for social housing that was completed in December 2021; and when the
recommendations from that report will be implemented. — Gino Kenny. [50155/22]

*338. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of external
consultants that have been hired by his Department in each of the years since 2016 to date in
tabular form; the purpose of the consultant contracted; and the cost per contract. — Eoin O Broin.
[50163/22]

*339. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if there is a plan to
roll out modular buildings to cater for the demand for housing in County Donegal as a result of
Mica-related re-housing needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe McHugh.
[50188/22]

*340. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will clarify the
situation regarding liability for local authority rates by social welfare offices; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Michael Creed. [50233/22]
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*341. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he intends to provide
funding for a transfer of an entity (details supplied); the level of engagement that he and his
Department have had with the company being transferred and with the local authority; the amount
of funding sought by the local authority from his Department; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. — Niall Collins. [50267/22]

*342. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide a list
of all the Section 10 organisations funded in 2021 and 2022, respectively; the amount allocated to
each; the quantum of funding that was derived from his Department and the balance from local
authorities in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ivana Bacik. [50321/22]

*343. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of dedicated
spaces for breastfeeding and expressing breast milk in workplaces within his Department and the
workplaces of public bodies and agencies under his remit, including a list of said buildings which
do and do not have these facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns.
[50344/22]

Chun an Aire Gnothat Eachtracha: To the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

*344. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if there is a policy regarding the appropriate use of
domestic flights in his Department and bodies under the aegis of the Department. — Eoin O Broin.
[50120/22]

*345. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs that date that an invitation was received from the
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe to nominate Irish election observers for the
Bulgarian parliamentary election scheduled to be held in October 2022; the reason that no Irish
election observers were nominated for this mission; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
— Paul Murphy. [49721/22]

*346. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the names of each person nominated to take part
in Ireland’s international election observation programme since the start of 2019; the cost of each
mission involved broken down by airfares, expenses, grants and insurance; if these observers were
appointed or reappointed to the Irish election observation roster; if so, the date that they were
originally appointed; if he will detail the budget for the programme in 2022 and 2023; the amount
of the budget for 2022 that has been spent to date in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Paul Murphy. [49722/22]

*347. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the assistance that has been provided by the Irish
Government to the government of Pakistan in the context of the ongoing severe floods in Pakistan.
— Chris Andrews. [49833/22]

*348. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of accredited diplomats from the
Russian Federation that are based in Ireland; the number that are located at the Russian Embassy;
the total number of staff that are located here that work in the Russian Embassy; the information
that his Department has on the duties of each Russian diplomat located here; the changes in staffing
levels at the embassy that have occurred since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Howlin. [49910/22]

*349. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he plans to invite his Portuguese counterpart to
Ireland before the end of 2022. — Darren O’Rourke. [49990/22]
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*350. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on recent activities of the Irish
Consulate in Mumbai including staffing numbers. — Darren O’Rourke. [49991/22]

*351. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of the passport application by a person
(details supplied). — Paul McAuliffe. [S0059/22]

*352. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has spoken with the Irish Ambassador to
Indonesia (details supplied) in the past six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
— Violet-Anne Wynne. [50073/22]

*353. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will ensure that the passport application of
a person (details supplied) will be processed urgently by his Department; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Brendan Howlin. [50084/22]

*354. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the current waiting time that a person has to wait
before they can change their name on their passport via a deed poll; the current conditions as set out
for persons seeking to change their name on a passport; if he will consider reducing the timeframe
for persons who are due to get married or travel and wish to do so under their new name; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [50122/22]

*355. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of dedicated spaces for breastfeeding
and expressing breast milk in workplaces within his Department and the workplaces of public
bodies and agencies under his remit, including a list of said buildings which do and do not have
these facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [50341/22]

Chun an Aire Cosanta: To the Minister for Defence.

*356. To ask the Minister for Defence if there is a policy regarding the appropriate use of
domestic flights in his Department and bodies under the aegis of the Department. — Eoin O Broin.
[50120/22]

*357. To ask the Minister for Defence given the retention and recruitment crisis in the Defence
Forces, and considering their experience and knowledge, the involvement that veterans and serving
members have in recruitment in the Defence Forces. — Sorca Clarke. [49449/22]

*358. To ask the Minister for Defence the efforts he has made to stem the exodus of personnel
from the Defence Forces. — Sorca Clarke. [49450/22]

*359. To ask the Minister for Defence the number of vacancies by rank in the Defence Forces
school of music as of 4 October 2022; and when these vacancies will be filled in tabular form. —
Darren O’Rourke. [49984/22]

*360. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide an update on the open recruitment
process for head of transformation and head of strategic human resources for the Defence Forces;
when he expects these roles to be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David
Stanton. [50051/22]

*361. To ask the Minister for Defence the current state of affairs with respect to recruitment
in the Reserve Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton.
[50053/22]
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*362. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide the details of an event (details supplied)
organised by his Department; the details of the organisations and companies that were represented
at this event; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [50270/22]

*363. To ask the Minister for Defence the number of dedicated spaces for breastfeeding and
expressing breast milk in workplaces within his Department and the workplaces of public bodies
and agencies under his remit, including a list of said buildings which do and do not have these
facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [50336/22]

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

*364. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that trainee educational and child
psychologists receive the same salary and educational funding as trainee clinical psychologists; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [50170/22]

*365. To ask the Minister for Education the total number of schools which will get solar panels;
the number of schools on an annual basis that will be fitted with free solar PV panels under recently
announced proposals; the total amount of funding that will be made available on an annual basis to
complete this programme of works; if she will outline the process by which this will be rolled out;
if there will be a prioritisation list for certain schools getting fitted with solar panel first; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [50253/22]

*366. To ask the Minister for Education the timeframe for when each school in Ireland will get
free solar PV panels as part of Budget 2023; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Jennifer Whitmore. [50254/22]

*367. To ask the Minister for Education if there is a policy regarding the appropriate use of
domestic flights in her Department and bodies under the aegis of the Department. — Eoin O Broin.
[50120/22]

*368. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the implementation of a science-led and
age appropriate relationship and sexual education programme that is mandatory across all publicly
funded schools. — Gary Gannon. [50373/22]

*369. To ask the Minister for Education if she will restore the special education teaching hours
for a school (details supplied) in order that they can continue to provide the support needed by
the parents of the area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan.
[49455/22]

*370. To ask the Minister for Education if she will review a school transport issue for a person
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [49462/22]

*371. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department will provide for the installation of
contactless refill water units in all schools, colleges and universities as part of an initiative to
support water conservation and plastic reduction as part of a climate action plan; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [49483/22]

*372. To ask the Minister for Education the number of Ukrainian children that have been unable
to secure school places in the Fingal area (details supplied); the way that she plans to accommodate
these children; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [49485/22]
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*373. To ask the Minister for Education if she will outline her progress to date in developing an
education stream in schools that addresses gender-based violence. — Catherine Murphy. [49499/22]

*374. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department will confirm receipt of an application
for school transport for a pupil (details supplied); if the distance between the pupil’s home and
their school will be considered when reviewing the application; and when a decision will be made
available. — Eoin O Broin. [49501/22]

*375. To ask the Minister for Education if a new gaelscoil for primary school pupils will be
provided in the Killester, Raheny, and Clontarf school planning area due to increasing demand for
this type of education in the area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Sedn Haughey.
[49506/22]

*376. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the outstanding
development work at a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
John Lahart. [49518/22]

*377. To ask the Minister for Education the plans, if any, from the Government to address the
serious lack of teacher supply in the Dublin area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
John Lahart. [49519/22]

*378. To ask the Minister for Education when the results for the Junior Certificate examinations
which took place in June will be made available; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Sean Fleming. [49542/22]

*379. To ask the Minister for Education the position regarding any recent meetings held between
her Department and the Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board in relation to a new
school building for a school (details supplied); the status of this project; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [49547/22]

*380. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the proposed construction of the SEN
classrooms for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Cormac Devlin. [49567/22]

*381. To ask the Minister for Education if a person (details supplied) was entitled to an increment
between January and June 2019 while they were employed by Galway and Roscommon Education
and Training Board; if they received the said increment; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. — Michael McNamara. [49574/22]

*382. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the request submitted for additional
accommodation to include three temporary classrooms for a school (details supplied); if a decision
has been reached; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [49591/22]

*383. To ask the Minister for Education the average timeframe between the special needs’
assistant exceptional reviews taking place in primary schools and the review outcomes being
communicated to these schools in writing for the 2021-2022 school year; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [49592/22]

*384. To ask the Minister for Education when students who completed their Junior Certificate
in 2022 will receive their results; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke.
[49615/22]
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*385. To ask the Minister for Education the reason that a National Educational Psychological
Service psychologist has not been assigned to a school (details supplied); and if this matter will be
rectified as a matter of urgency; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin.
[49628/22]

*386. To ask the Minister for Education her plans to make funding available to fund a training
programme (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin.
[49629/22]

*387. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the building project for
a school (details supplied). — Joe Flaherty. [49648/22]

*388. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the building project for
a school (details supplied). — Joe Flaherty. [49649/22]

*389. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the building project for
a school (details supplied). — Joe Flaherty. [49650/22]

*390. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the building project for
a school (details supplied). — Joe Flaherty. [49651/22]

*391. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the building project for
a school (details supplied). — Joe Flaherty. [49652/22]

*392. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the building project for
a school (details supplied). — Joe Flaherty. [49654/22]

*393. To ask the Minister for Education when school transport will be provided for a pupil (details
supplied) with special educational needs to and from school; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. — Michael Ring. [49680/22]

*394. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the new gaelscoil for Athenry, County
Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Sedn Canney. [49729/22]

*395. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that a school (details supplied) needs to take to
deal with additional accommodation needs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Joe
McHugh. [49732/22]

*396. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that a child (details supplied) will be
provided with school transport; if she will review the circumstances of this case; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Pdadraig O’Sullivan. [49751/22]

*397. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that a child (details supplied) will be
provided with school transport; if she will review the circumstances of this case; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Pddraig O’Sullivan. [49752/22]

*398. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that a child (details supplied) will be
provided with school transport; if she will review the circumstances of this case; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Pddraig O’Sullivan. [49753/22]
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#3099, To ask the Minister for Education when students who sat their Junior Certificate
examinations in 2022 can expect to receive their results; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. — Cathal Crowe. [49775/22]

*400. To ask the Minister for Education if a school (details supplied) has a special educational
needs coordinator; if not, the reason for this; if the school has been allocated 1.5 teachers and two
SNAs for every six SEN pupils; and when the SEN pupils in the school will be allocated their
additional teaching resources to allow resource classes to begin. — Sedn Crowe. [49776/22]

*401. To ask the Minister for Education when an appeal by a person (details supplied) for
assistive technology support will be concluded; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Joe Carey. [49779/22]

*402. To ask the Minister for Education if she will address an anomaly in the system which
has resulted in retired Cork ETB teachers (details supplied) not receiving the 1% pension increase
due to them on 1 October 2021 under the Building Momentum Agreement; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Pddraig O’Sullivan. [48158/22]

*403. To ask the Minister for Education the reason that the school transport section of her
Department has failed to reply to correspondence on five separate occasions from a Donegal school
(details supplied) in relation to a transport application for 30 students who are now over five weeks
without transport; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [49810/22]

*404. To ask the Minister for Education when an application for school transport submitted in
June 2022 for 30 Ukrainian children by a Donegal school (details supplied) will be processed and
the school informed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [49811/22]

*405. To ask the Minister for Education when the tender will be awarded for an application for
school transport submitted in June 2022 for 30 Ukrainian children by a Donegal school (details
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [49812/22]

*406. To ask the Minister for Education the number of applications for school transport through
the REALT system which remain to be processed; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
— Thomas Pringle. [49813/22]

*407. To ask the Minister for Education if she will expedite permission to proceed with
construction work for approved additional accommodation without further delay at a school (details
supplied) which includes a two-class SEN base, an additional SET room and an assisted users’ WC;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Téibin. [49814/22]

*408. To ask the Minister for Education if his attention has been drawn to the need to upgrade
and retrofit the old part of a school building (details supplied); if the building can be assessed to
establish the level of work required; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Steven
Matthews. [35391/22]

*409. To ask the Minister for Education when a pupil (details supplied) will receive an assessment
from the National Educational Psychological Service as recommended; and if the assessment will
be carried out at the earliest opportunity given the delays experienced. — Eoin O Broin. [49820/22]

*410. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide a detailed breakdown of moneys
spent on new ASD classes as part of an extension works on to existing schools for each of the years
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2018 to 2021 and to date in 2022; the funding allocated for similar works in 2023; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Joe McHugh. [49822/22]

*411. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the fact that the
trainee educational and child psychologist programme is now the only type of psychologist training
programme which is not Government funded; her plans to deal with this very unfair anomaly; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Willie O’Dea. [49829/22]

*412. To ask the Minister for Education if new ASD units will be opened in post-primary schools
in Dublin south west; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John Lahart. [49840/22]

*413. To ask the Minister for Education if any flexibility can be given to a school (details
supplied) when it comes to student/teacher ratio; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Claire Kerrane. [49841/22]

*414. To ask the Minister for Education when the Junior Certificate results will be available. —
Kathleen Funchion. [49842/22]

*415. To ask the Minister for Education if she has been consulted about proposed restructuring
of educational welfare services within Tusla; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brid
Smith. [49891/22]

*416. To ask the Minister for Education if she supports the proposed restructuring of Tusla given
that the policy and finance remit of education welfare services sits in her Department; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. — Brid Smith. [49892/22]

*417. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the new gaelscoil
for Athenry, County Galway; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Sedn Canney.
[49893/22]

*418. Chun a thiafrai den Aire Oideachais maidir leis an bpolasai nua atd beartaithe don Ghaeilge
sa choras oideachais 6n réamhscoil go dtf an trid leibhéal: cad € lion na n-uaireanta atd caite ag an
ngrupa idir-rannach air go dti seo; cad € lion na n-uaireanta atd caite ag an ngrupa stidrtha air go
dti seo; an scriobhtar miontuairisci chruinnithe an ghripa idir-rannaigh; an scriobhtar miontuairisc{
chruinnithe an ghripa stitirtha; cathain a fhoilseofar an polasai nua; agus an ndéanfaidh si rditeas
ina thaobh. — Catherine Connolly. [49907/22]

*419. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the roll-out of the promised temporary
additional capacity on the school transport scheme given the additional funding approved for the
scheme under Budget 2023; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly.
[49908/22]

*420. To ask the Minister for Education if she has issued a circular or memo to primary and or
second level schools in respect of advising teachers on the way in which they assign homework to
students and or the volume of homework that should be or is expected from students; and her plans
to reduce the amount of additional education work that a student takes home. — Catherine Murphy.
[50008/22]

#421. To ask the Minister for Education the progress that has been made by Bus Eireann as it
works to increase the number of school buses and drivers; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [46275/22]
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*422. To ask the Minister for Education the developments that have been made in considering
the demographic need for a college (details supplied); if the process has been completed within her
Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [50058/22]

*423. To ask the Minister for Education if she has received an application for DEIS status for a
school (details supplied); when a decision will be made on the application; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [50063/22]

*424. To ask the Minister for Education if she will address complaints raised by parents in
relation to the safety of a bus stop (details supplied) located in County Tipperary; if evidence can
be provided by Bus Eireann to demonstrate that it has investigated said concerns and that it can
validate claims that the stop is safe for the concerned parents involved; if consideration can be
given to a safer alternative stop; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill.
[50066/22]

*425. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the amount of special
class places that have been sanctioned in 2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Joe Carey. [50067/22]

*426. To ask the Minister for Education her views on the assistive technology scheme; if she
will provide an update on the review of the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
— Joe Carey. [50068/22]

*427. To ask the Minister for Education when the Junior Certificate results will be released; the
reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [50089/22]

*428. To ask the Minister for Education the plans that are being put in place to bring a building
(details supplied) on Arranmore island up to the standard required to make the school a safe
environment for children; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty.
[50091/22]

*429. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that a school bus ticket is issued to a
pupil (details supplied). — Robert Troy. [50093/22]

*430. To ask the Minister for Education the reason that the application for planning permission
for a school (details supplied) was submitted with no up-to-date green measures which is out of
line with Government policy and has led to the application being refused by the planners and yet
another delay in the delivery of this school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Richard Boyd Barrett. [50125/22]

*431. To ask the Minister for Education the reason that the interim application for a temporary
school (details supplied) is delayed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard
Boyd Barrett. [50126/22]

*432. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she will take to address the endless delays
and disappointments in relation to the provision of a school building for a school (details supplied);
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [50127/22]

*433. To ask the Minister for Education if she will investigate the requirement for an additional
three classrooms for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Aodhdn O Riorddin. [50142/22]
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*434. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide a comprehensive account of the
circumstances that have caused a school building project (details supplied) to be delayed and
ultimately having to be retendered; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas
Pringle. [50150/22]

*435. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide a detailed revised timeline for the
completion of the school building project at a school (details supplied); and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [50152/22]

*436. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on an application for
school transport for a number of pupils (details supplied) in County Sligo; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin. [50153/22]

*437. To ask the Minister for Education the total number of ASD spaces available for post-
primary students in the east Meath catchment area (details supplied); if urgent intervention will be
provided to increase the ASD units in a school or other post-primary schools to cater for additional
placements in this area of significant population growth; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [50162/22]

*438. To ask the Minister for Education the progress that is being made in delivering ASD
classes for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John
Lahart. [50175/22]

*439. To ask the Minister for Education the definitive date for the publishing of 2022 Junior
Certificate results; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Gino Kenny. [50186/22]

*440. To ask the Minister for Education when sanctioned school transport will be put in place
for a pupil (details supplied) in Dublin 9; the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Roéisin Shortall. [50190/22]

*441. To ask the Minister for Education if she will intervene in the case of a threatened expulsion
of an autistic student from a autism class in a primary school (details supplied); and if she will make
a statement on the matter. — Pauline Tully. [50197/22]

*442. To ask the Minister for Education the number of children who have applied for a school
bus ticket in each primary and post-primary school in County Limerick in the current academic
year; the number of pupils who have been awarded a ticket and the number of pupils who have been
awarded a ticket but have not gotten a seat in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. — Patrick O’Donovan. [50200/22]

*443. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question No. 185 of 5 October
2022, the reason that a school (details supplied) cannot get a broadband connection given that it
can be serviced with a full fibre connection with speeds up to 2Gbps, super-fast broadband from
commercial operators; the measures that are being taken to alleviate the obstacles to have this
school connected to broadband within the earliest timeframe; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. — Michael Lowry. [50204/22]

*444. To ask the Minister for Education the number of teachers who are registered on the teacher
supply panel; the number currently on the panel who have not been assigned to a school; the
number of panellists by county; and the number of vacancies by county in primary and second-
level schools. — Catherine Murphy. [50238/22]
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*445. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which she can continue to alleviate hardship
caused by the lack of the availability of school transport in respect of various school-goers at
primary and second level in County Kildare; if concessionary tickets may issue in the short term
given the fact that parents are at work and unable to do school deliveries or pickups; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [50291/22]

*446. To ask the Minister for Education the extent of the expected impact on the improvement
of pupil-teacher ratios at primary and second level in County Kildare and throughout the country;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [50292/22]

*447. To ask the Minister for Education the number of school building projects currently in-
hand in County Kildare at primary or second level; the expected dates of completion for each
project; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [50293/22]

*448. To ask the Minister for Education the progress to date in relation to the three-school project
at Hazelhatch, Celbridge, County Kildare incorporating a replacement school (details supplied)
which is now an urgent requirement and two other schools on a single site; if all the necessary road
and realignment works have been completed by the local authority to facilitate this progress; when
construction work will start in respect of each of the schools; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [50294/22]

*449. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which procedures are in place to prevent
school bullying; the number of reported incidents in all schools throughout the country in recent
times; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [50295/22]

*450. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which forward planning for extra school
places at primary and second level throughout Kildare north continues; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [50296/22]

*451. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which ongoing discussion is taking place
with the various school authorities at primary and second level in Kildare north, with particular
reference to advancing existing projects or initiating new proposals; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [50297/22]

*452. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which she expects to be in a position to
meet the requirements as set out by the various primary and second level school authorities in
Kildare north to be met within reasonable time; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Bernard J. Durkan. [50298/22]

*453. To ask the Minister for Education the current position in regard to the replacement of a
school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan.
[50299/22]

*454. To ask the Minister for Education the progress to date in addressing deficiencies in
accommodation at primary and second level in Naas, County Kildare, with particular reference to
projects of long-standing projects; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J.
Durkan. [50300/22]

*455. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which second and third level education
continues to focus on the need to supply suitably qualified staff, in both the public and private
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sectors, in areas currently experiencing difficulties in obtaining and retaining staff; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [50301/22]

*456. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which she and her Department continue
to monitor education requirements in Maynooth, County Kildare, having regard to the population
growth in the area; the number of children who are currently in primary school and who are likely
to be in need of second education in the near future; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
— Bernard J. Durkan. [50302/22]

*457. To ask the Minister for Education the number of teachers who are currently employed at
primary level throughout the country; the extent to which this meets requirements at the present
time; the ongoing efforts that are being made to address shortages in respect of teachers for
permanent and or temporary positions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard
J. Durkan. [50303/22]

*458. To ask the Minister for Education the degree to which provision continues to be made to
ensure the viability of smaller and denominational rural or urban schools; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [50304/22]

*459. To ask the Minister for Education the current and expected position in regard to the
provision of permanent accommodation on a single site for a proposed school (details supplied);
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [50306/22]

*460. To ask the Minister for Education the date that a Departmental circular which states that
schools should avoid using resources developed by the alcohol industry was issued; if she will
issue a renewed circular which states that schools must comply with the advice of the HSE and the
Department of Health which advises schools against participating in alcohol-funded initiatives or
using resources provided by alcohol industry funded organisations; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Roéisin Shortall. [50312/22]

*461. To ask the Minister for Education the timeline that she is working towards for updating the
social personal and health education curriculum, in particular alcohol misuse education for junior
cycle students; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Réisin Shortall. [50313/22]

*462. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she is taking to ensure that schools only
use alcohol educational resources from the HSE and other trusted public health agencies given
the recent comments regarding the alcohol industry funded organisation’s involvement in alcohol
misuse education. — Réisin Shortall. [50314/22]

*463. To ask the Minister for Education the extent to which the old school buildings at a school
(details supplied) are scheduled to be utilised for educational or other purposes; if provision is
being made for outlay for various improvements made by the former school authorities in respect
of individual expenditure items; if the new school authorities are likely to be compensated for this
expenditure and carried over to the new campus; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Bernard J. Durkan. [50317/22]

*464. To ask the Minister for Education the number of dedicated spaces for breastfeeding and
expressing breast milk in workplaces within her Department and the workplaces of public bodies
and agencies under her remit, including a list of said buildings which do and do not have these
facilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [50337/22]
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*465. To ask the Minister for Education if a teacher (details supplied) can be paid given that
they are awaiting their payment for seven weeks; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Michael Healy-Rae. [50352/22]

*466. To ask the Minister for Education the overall number of applications received for school
bus transport for the school year starting September 2022; the number of those that were rejected
and the reasons for rejection in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Violet-Anne Wynne. [50353/22]

*467. To ask the Minister for Education if she will outline the process employed in appealing a
decision by her Department to refuse an application for school bus transport; the persons involved;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [50354/22]

*468. To ask the Minister for Education the reason that a child (details supplied) who was in
receipt of a ticket for school bus transport last year did not receive a ticket for this year, despite
having no material change in circumstance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Violet-Anne Wynne. [50355/22]

*469. To ask the Minister for Education if she will outline information in relation to newly
established collaborative efforts between HSE children’s disability services and education to
examine if services to children with complex additional needs and their families has been rolled
out in all up and running CDNTSs to date; and when and how such a collaboration will be evaluated
in the future. — Gary Gannon. [50380/22]

Chun an Aire Coimirce Soisialai: To the Minister for Social Protection.

*470. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if the domestic abuse rent supplement will be
maintained or adjusted for inflation in the next year; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
— Violet-Anne Wynne. [50359/22]

*471. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a breakdown of the number
of persons who have availed of domestic abuse rent supplement by month since its introduction in
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [50360/22]

*472. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if there is a policy regarding the appropriate use
of domestic flights in her Department and bodies under the aegis of the Department. — Eoin O
Broin. [50120/22]

*473. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person (details supplied) who has a
claim for arrears of carers allowance has been refused as this person is only working 16 hours and
the extra hours of income was holiday pay he was owed; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. — Willie O’Dea. [49463/22]

*474. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of community welfare officers
employed at the Finglas Social Welfare office for the past five years; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [49465/22]

*475. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of additional needs payments applied
for in the Finglas Social Welfare office in the past year; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [49466/22]



4723

*476. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of additional needs payments
processed at the Finglas Social Welfare office in the past year; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [49467/22]

*477. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the average time it takes to process and decide on
an additional needs payment at the Finglas Social Welfare office; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [49468/22]

*478. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if an applicant has a right to an oral hearing when
requesting an appeal of a social welfare decision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Richard Boyd Barrett. [49474/22]

*479. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if those pensioners who may qualify for the fuel
allowance under the new threshold limits will be automatically granted the payment; if not, if they
must apply; if so, if they must apply in advance of 1 January 2022; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Brid Smith. [49488/22]

*480. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if the additional €400 one off payment for
recipients of the fuel allowance that will be paid in 2022 will be made available to those who will
be granted the allowance in January 2023 under the new threshold limits given the cost-of-energy-
crisis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brid Smith. [49489/22]

*481. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the supports that are available to persons from
her Department in the context of the recent adoption of the Dublin Declaration (details supplied).
— Catherine Murphy. [49497/22]

*482. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if consideration has been given to introducing
a travel stipend to support community employment participants in rural communities, given the
ongoing cost of living crisis and increasing cost of fuel and limited public transport in many rural
areas; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [49502/22]

*483. Toask the Minister for Social Protection if adecision can urgently issue on an supplementary
welfare allowance claim for a person (details supplied) given that their application was submitted
several weeks ago; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [49526/22]

*484. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a response will issue to a query in relation
to the State Pension (Non-Contributory) of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [49543/22]

*485. To ask the Minister for Social Protection when a carer’s support grant will be paid to
a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Brendan Griffin. [49545/22]

*486. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the funding that her Department has put in place
for the 2023 school meals programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Dara
Calleary. [49546/22]

*487. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if an application for the disability allowance will
be processed for a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [49548/22]
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*488. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the status of a matter (details supplied); and if
she will make a statement on the matter. — Cormac Devlin. [49563/22]

*489. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will remove the income threshold for
deserted wife benefit which is in place for the years 3 August 1992 to 2 January 1997; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. — Sedn Canney. [49578/22]

*490. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will index link the income threshold for
the deserted wife payment to match the rise in inflation year on year given that no increase has
been allowed since its inception; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Sedn Canney.
[49579/22]

*491. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the categories of welfare payment recipients
(details supplied) that will receive the November 2022 cost-of-living double payment. — Brid
Smith. [49582/22]

*492. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will review an application by a person
(details supplied) for the State pension (non-contributory). — Pa Daly. [49583/22]

*493. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if the materials budget for community employment
participants was increased in Budget 2023, given that it currently stands at €13.46 per person. —
Alan Kelly. [49639/22]

*494. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if there any plans to introduce a scheme for
carers who are long-term carers claiming carer’s allowance for ten-plus years when it comes to
their State pension (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael
Healy-Rae. [49655/22]

*495. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if multiple claimants in the same household
will be eligible for the €500 bonus on the working family payment, invalidity pension, carer’s
support grant, disability allowance and the blind pension or if there is a limit on one claimant per
household. — Martin Browne. [49700/22]

*496. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the payments that have been made to An Post in
each of the years 2017 to 2031 for the delivery of social welfare payments in post offices; if she will
outline the calculation process for determining these payments; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. — Michael Moynihan. [49706/22]

*497. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if the once-off payment for carer’s, recently
announced in Budget 23, will be issued once per carer or once per care recipient similar to the
carer’s support grant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [49718/22]

*498. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a decision will be made on an application for
disability allowance in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [49730/22]

*499. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the process through which a person (details
supplied) can have their name changed to their married name on their Public Services Card. —
Eoin O Broin. [49734/22]
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*500. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details supplied) who is in receipt
of a disablement pension of €190 per month is entitled to the fuel allowance. — Dara Calleary.
[49742/22]

*501. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if assistance is available to an employer to take
on Ukrainian refugees and to assist in the necessary training. — Robert Troy. [49749/22]

*502. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider adjusting the means test
for the carer’s allowance in order that reasonable mortgage repayments for the primary residence
would be subtracted from the applicant’s overall means; if she will consider taking the number of
dependents in a household into account as part of the means test for carer’s allowance; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [49754/22]

*503. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if an application by a person (details supplied)
for a disability allowance will be expedited due to extenuating circumstances in the case. — Sedn
Canney. [49760/22]

*504. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if recipients will receive a one-off payment for
each grant that they are in receipt of, following the one-off payment for recipients of the carer’s
support grant announced in Budget 2023; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire
Kerrane. [49792/22]

*505. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide clarification as to the social
welfare recipients who are eligible for the lump-sum payment announced as part of Budget 2023.
— Sorca Clarke. [49795/22]

*506. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of supplementary welfare offices in
west Cork; if it is correct that Bandon and Castletownbere community welfare offices have been
closed and that all correspondence is now being directed to Abbey Court House, George’s Quay,
Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Collins. [49801/22]

*507. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will detail the plans to centralise community
welfare officers in County Meath; the number and location of community welfare officers in the
county now and post-reform; the timeline for same; the way in which she has assessed the impact
of the proposed changes on service users; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Darren
O’Rourke. [49944/22]

*508. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost of making the entitlement to
fuel allowance automatic for persons aged over 80 years. — Darren O’Rourke. [49993/22]

*509. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the amount that she has made provision for in
respect of the pandemic unemployment payment for the remainder of 2022 and Quarter 1 2023. —
Catherine Murphy. [50017/22]

*510. To ask the Minister for Social Protection when the free fuel allowance will be approved in
the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard
J. Durkan. [50050/22]

*511. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the breakdown of exceptional needs payments
under the supplementary welfare allowance paid in each month; the total and individual value of
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each payment; and the total expenditure by category and month from January 2021 to September
2022, inclusive in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [50090/22]

*512. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will clarify the changes in relation to fuel
allowance in Budget 2023 (details supplied). — Robert Troy. [50094/22]

*513. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will extend the appeal timeframe for social
welfare refusals from 21 days to 30 days to allow for GP’s letters to be issued to applicants ahead
of the winter. — Sean Sherlock. [50112/22]

*514. To ask the Minister for Social Protection when a reply will issue to a person (details
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael McNamara. [50113/22]

*515. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will address the anomaly whereby a person
(details supplied) who is in receipt of a State pension and who fulfils the means criteria for receipt
of the fuel allowance is ineligible for the allowance if they are residing with a pensioner who is
not in receipt of a qualifying payment from the Department, but are in receipt of an occupational
pension from another Government body; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc
MacSharry. [50141/22]

*516. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason fuel allowance recipients who are
participants in the employment support schemes cannot avail of the fuel allowance as a lump sum
payment; if consideration has been given to offering the choice of weekly payments or lump-sum
payment for those recipients particularly given many households rely on oil to heat their homes
which requires a payment up front; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire
Kerrane. [50149/22]

*517. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if he will ensure that the community welfare
service remains in Trim and Kells, County Meath to maintain face-to-face appointments; the reason
that her Department insists on implementing a policy of removing such services from regional and
rural towns despite local opposition from the public in such circumstances; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Peadar Téibin. [50187/22]

*518. To ask the Minister for Social Protection when the announced one-off payments announced
in Budget 2023 are expected to be paid across October, November and December 2022, in tabular
form per payment and respective dates; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire
Kerrane. [50192/22]

*519. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if social welfare offices throughout the country
which are owned by her Department are liable for commercial rates; if she will clarify the situation
regarding social welfare offices which are not owned by her Department and which are contracted
privately to her Department as regards their liability for commercial rates; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. — Michael Creed. [50234/22]

*520. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a person who was unaware of their entitlement
to household benefits when over the age of 70 years can claim retrospection to the point at which
they turned 70 years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [50264/22]

*521. To ask the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 234 of 5
October 2022, the average processing time for applications for additional needs payments for the
37% of applications which are not finalised within four weeks broken down by weekly timeframe
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in relation to processing times in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. —
Claire Kerrane. [50278/22]

*522. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has been made on an application for
a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [50282/22]

*523. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of dedicated spaces for breastfeeding
and expressing breast milk in workplaces within her Department and the workplaces of public
bodies and agencies under her remit, including a list of said buildings which do and do not have
these facilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [50348/22]

Chun an Aire Leanai, Comhionannais, Michumais, Lanphdirtiochta agus Oige: To the Minister for
Children, Equality; Disability; Integration and Youth.

*524. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the supports
that are in place for workers with children who are required to isolate or stay at home due to
Covid-19, in circumstances where the parent has to take time off work to care for the child and
has to suffer a financial loss or take time from annual leave; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Claire Kerrane. [50206/22]

*525. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will
ensure that adoption information applications can be received from people resident in the United
States and that the inability of the system to accept US phone numbers will not be a barrier to

them lodging an application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle.
[49456/22]

*526. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will
provide an update on Irelands ratification of the optional protocol of the UN Convention on the
Rights of Peoples with Disabilities, as Ireland is one of the only EU states which has not ratified the
treaty. — Martin Browne. [49459/22]

*527. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when a
decision will issue in relation to an email (details supplied) submitted by this Deputy to the Ukraine
crisis temporary accommodation team on 10 August 2022; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Eamon O Cuiv. [49490/22]

*528. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the income
assessed subsidy under the national childcare scheme will be increased following Budget 2023; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sedn Haughey. [49505/22]

*529. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if his attention
has been drawn to a statement (details supplied) issued by United Nations human rights experts on
23 September 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [49511/22]

*530. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the actions
that he plans to take to provide those who were subjected to differential treatment in childcare
institutions with effective remedies, through the mother and baby payment scheme, in particular
to provide redress for the harms caused due to racial discrimination and systemic racism; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [49544/22]
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*531. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will
ensure that the ratification process for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Optional Protocol occurs separately to the first reporting cycle in the UNCRPD; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [49632/22]

*532. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the way in
which his Department is facilitating and addressing subject data access requests by survivors of
institutional abuse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [49633/22]

*533. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he intends
to make reservations to the UNCRPD Optional Protocol; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Holly Cairns. [49634/22]

*534. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his views on
populating the Advisory Board, concerning the forthcoming examination of the Tuam site under the
Institutional Burials Act 2022, with a wider cross-section of victims, survivors and their advocates
and obliging the Advisory Board to consult widely with relevant victims/survivors, and for the
Director to adhere to the recommendations of the Advisory Board. — Holly Cairns. [49635/22]

*535. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his views
on ensuring that an appropriately qualified person recruited for the purpose of excavating human
remains as part of the forthcoming examination of the Tuam site under the Institutional Burials Act
2022, has expertise in forensic archaeology and forensic anthropology, preferably employing both
disciplines, with demonstrable International qualifications, reputation and experience. — Holly
Cairns. [49636/22]

*536. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if a decision
has been made to act on the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth recommendation to include organisations (details supplied) in the mother
and baby homes redress scheme. — Martin Browne. [49646/22]

*537. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will
intervene in the case of a Ukrainian refugee (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on
the matter. — Cathal Crowe. [49720/22]

*538. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will
intervene in the case of a Ukrainian refugee (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on
the matter. — Cathal Crowe. [49728/22]

*539. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the position
regarding a timeline for decisions to issues on applications to his Department for funding
programmes (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James O’Connor.
[49767/22]

*540. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will
establish a DNA database for families and survivors of mother-and-baby homes to enable extended
family to identify relatives; when such a database could be established; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [49771/22]

*541. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he recognises
the outstanding contribution that foster carers make to Irish society; his plans, if any, to increase the
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rate paid for the fostering allowance which has not been increased since 2009; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. — Willie O’Dea. [49800/22]

*542. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will
increase the fostering allowance given that this allowance has not changed since 2005; if an extra
allowance can be given by Tusla for the fostering of children with special needs; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. — Sedn Haughey. [49805/22]

*543. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will
provide a list of all section 56 funded organisations in 2021 and 2022 respectively, in tabular form;
the amount of funding awarded to each; the way that the funding allocation for each makes provision
for pay, terms and conditions of the staff employed in each; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. — Ivana Bacik. [49934/22]

*544. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the role that
his Department has in the provision of accommodation for Ukrainian refugees; the guidelines his
Department is operating from in terms of the standards of accommodation; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Joe McHugh. [50021/22]

*545. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the steps that
he is taking to ensure that Ukrainians enrolled in third-level courses are provided accommodation
within a reasonable commuting distance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Rose
Conway-Walsh. [50046/22]

*546. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if a response
will issue to a request from a Ukrainian family (detailed supplied) that wish to return to Limerick
have spent time here after their arrival. — Kieran O’Donnell. [50179/22]

*547. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if his attention
has been drawn to educational psychology now being the only professional psychology training
programme that is not in receipt of funding; if he will ensure that there is an extension of funding
to include educational psychology (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
— Paul Murphy. [50261/22]

*548. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the reason that
nine locations in Dublin, Louth, Bray, Limerick city and Cork were selected as pilots for the ABC
programme administered by Tusla; the number that were offered a place in each location from 26
April 2021 to 26 April 2022; the uptake in each location; the year that these locations were chosen;
the plans, if any, to expand the programme locations; the plans, if any, to put the programme online;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Kathleen Funchion. [50277/22]

*549. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of
dedicated spaces for breastfeeding and expressing breast milk in workplaces within his Department
and the workplaces of public bodies and agencies under his remit, including a list of said buildings
which do and do not have these facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly
Cairns. [50335/22]
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Chun an Aire Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nudlaiochta agus Eolaiochta: To the
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science.

*550. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
if there is a policy regarding the appropriate use of domestic flights in his Department and bodies
under the aegis of the Department. — Eoin O Broin. [50120/22]

*551. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
the supports that are available to apprentices facing economic hardships; and if there are plans to
raise the apprentice rates of pay. — Martin Browne. [49460/22]

*552. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if
he will outline his progress to date in developing an education stream and or awareness campaigns
in third level education settings that addresses gender based violence and related matters. —
Catherine Murphy. [49500/22]

*553. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
if students from the North will also be eligible for the €1,000 fee reduction; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [49522/22]

*554. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
if post-graduate students on special rate SUSI will be eligible for the €1,000 fee reduction in fees
if their fees exceed the €6,270 fee limit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Rose
Conway-Walsh. [49523/22]

*555. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
if students undertaking a further education and training course (details supplied) at NFQ level 8
will benefit from the €1,000 fee reduction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Rose
Conway-Walsh. [49525/22]

*556. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
his plans to extend the reduction of €1,000 in the student contribution announced in Budget 2023
to all postgraduate students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly.
[49604/22]

*557. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
when the Government intends to introduce a minimum wage for the apprenticeship sector in line
with national minimum wage guidelines given that some first-year apprentices can earn on average
only €7 per hour or approximately €274 for a full working week (details supplied); the measures
that are being taken to alleviate these income irregularities in the apprenticeship sector compared
to the national minimum wage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry.
[49607/22]

*558. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
if he will exercise any discretion in the matter of a person (details supplied) in receipt of a SUSI
grant. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [49668/22]

*559. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
the reason that a person in receipt of a SUSI grant who is classed as a dependent at the beginning of
their studies cannot become independent during their studies without requiring a three-year break;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [49669/22]
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*560. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
the factors that are used to determine distance from the recipient’s home to their higher educational
institute in calculating the rate of a SUSI grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. —
Violet-Anne Wynne. [49670/22]

*561. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
the process that is employed in appealing a decision made on a SUSI grant; the person who presides
over the decision-making process in both the first and second instance; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [49671/22]

*562. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
if he will meet with delegates from a representative body (details supplied) in October 2022; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [49746/22]

*563. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
the measures that will be taken to ensure that there is adequate financial support for students
commencing third level 