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Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Fiontar, Trádála agus Fostaíochta: To the Tánaiste and Minister 
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

1. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when workers 
can expect the progression towards a living wage to begin; the estimated timeframe for its delivery; 
if he will outline the benchmarking which will be used to calculate a living wage; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [43739/22]

2. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the actions that 
his Department plans to take to quantify and address the threat to jobs created by the massive 
increases in costs for energy-intensive enterprises across manufacturing, hospitality, tourism and 
other service industries. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [45080/22]

3. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will commit to 
establishing an Irish enterprise agency to assist small and medium enterprises trading domestically; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [45398/22]

4. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will set out 
plans to support SMEs in the context of rising energy costs. — Catherine Murphy. [45400/22]

CEISTEANNA EILE 
OTHER QUESTIONS

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Fiontar, Trádála agus Fostaíochta: To the Tánaiste and Minister 
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

5. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the measures that 
he intends to introduce in order to help businesses deal with the cost of energy; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [45076/22]

6. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will arrange 
to carry out an urgent review and reform of the work permit system with a view to introducing 
a more effective and streamlined process to facilitate recruitment for the private and voluntary 
nursing homes sector given the severe challenges being experienced by private and voluntary 
nursing homes in terms of staffing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. 
[45077/22]

7. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide 
an update on the engagement that his Department has had with the people of Collooney, County 



4252

Sligo following the loss of 80 jobs with the closure of a site (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Martin Kenny. [45172/22]

8. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he is supportive 
of the industrial hub around Shannon Airport being a base for major parcel distribution and transiting 
centres; and if his Department has made any effort in attracting large multinationals in this sector to 
the region. — Cathal Crowe. [45168/22]

9. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the measures 
that his Department is taking to uncover, tackle and reduce bogus self-employment, especially in 
State-funded agencies, or where public monies are being spent, in light of a recent judgement of 
the Workplace Relations Commission against a company (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [43743/22]

10. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his plans to assist 
businesses across the country that are being hit with exceptionally high running costs due to the 
energy crisis; if the Government will be introducing support schemes similar to those introduced 
during Covid to ensure that businesses are not forced to close their doors; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [45053/22]

11. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the supports that 
are currently in place for businesses struggling to pay energy bills. — Thomas Gould. [45087/22]

12. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the action that he 
will take to ensure that wages for workers increase to meet the rise in the cost-of-living. — Aodhán 
Ó Ríordáin. [45081/22]

13. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the status of the 
recruitment of a full-time replacement as south east regional manager for the IDA; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [44773/22]

14. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on calls 
for a significant and immediate package of emergency energy supports for businesses to be made 
available under the new EU state aid framework. — Cormac Devlin. [45162/22]

15. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if the current 
atypical working scheme is fully compliant with all relevant European Union law; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [45177/22]

16. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the measures 
that may be taken to assist the retail sector that is currently seriously affected by increased energy 
and insurance charges which leave many in a precarious trading position; if it is expected that any 
such measures will be introduced at an early date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Bernard J. Durkan. [45097/22]

17. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide 
an update on employment within the hospitality sector; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Alan Farrell. [44479/22]

18. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if his attention 
has been drawn to the increased pressure that the increased cost of energy is putting on smaller 
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local businesses such as shops and hospitality; his plans to support same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [45074/22]

19. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide 
an update on the remote working strategy. — Michael Moynihan. [45165/22]

20. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on 
raising the minimum wage to €15 an hour, in light of the rising cost of living; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [45143/22]

21. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the work that is 
underway to develop a circular economy strategy in key sectors. — Richard Bruton. [45050/22]

22. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on the 
role of profiteering in contributing to inflation, the actions that agencies under his remit will take in 
relation to this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [45107/22]

23. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will clarify 
the progress made to date on enacting the recommendations of the Plan of Action – Collective 
Redundancies in order to protect workers in cases of mass redundancies, tactical insolvencies and 
other such instances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [43741/22]

24. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his plans to 
commission an annual, independent report assessing existing and planned data centre facilities, 
particularly in view of their high consumption of electricity which is predicted to rise significantly 
by 2030; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [45158/22]

25. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he has considered 
using price control mechanisms to limit price rises on basic commodities such as milk, bread and 
so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [38603/22]

26. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the supports that 
are available to businesses to undertake energy audits to assist them in driving down their energy 
costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [45101/22]

27. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his plans to 
support SMEs through the spike in energy costs precipitated by the conflict in Ukraine; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [45100/22]

28. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the supports 
that his Department is considering for small and medium enterprises in view of the escalating 
energy costs on these businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. 
[45119/22]

29. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his engagement 
with other Departments regarding the use of renewable energy sources for businesses given the 
rising energy costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [45145/22]

30. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the supports that 
will be introduced for businesses in the face of escalating energy costs. — Robert Troy. [44887/22]
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31. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if the role of 
healthcare assistants in nursing home settings will be included on the critical skills employment 
permits list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Christopher O’Sullivan. [45082/22]

32. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the steps that he 
is taking to fast-track the processing of critical skills employment permits relating to healthcare 
professionals for the nursing home sector. — Holly Cairns. [44962/22]

33. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the specific 
enterprise plan that his Department has developed for County Wexford, home to Rosslare Europort, 
which is a vital strategic asset for the country and the south east region, in order to secure direct 
foreign and indigenous investment to the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Verona Murphy. [45118/22]

34. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his Department’s 
planned supports to help businesses with the ongoing energy crisis in Europe; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [45051/22]

35. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the measures 
that will be introduced to support small and medium enterprises, with particular reference to the 
increasing energy costs and the difficulties arising for such businesses; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [44920/22]

36. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide 
details of his and his Department’s engagement with the business community regarding the cost of 
doing business, specifically the cost of electricity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Louise O’Reilly. [43740/22]

37. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will engage 
with the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications on streamlining applications 
for the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland-business supports to decarbonise non-domestic 
buildings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [45056/22]

38. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the engagement 
that he has had with the Minister for Finance with regard to providing assistance to businesses in 
the hospitality sector as a result of rising energy costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Catherine Connolly. [45160/22]

39. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact identified by the European Directive on the minimum wage that Member 
States with high collective bargaining coverage tend to have a low share of low-wage workers; 
the actions that his Department proposes to take to increase collective bargaining coverage in the 
private sector; and if he has received any report from a group (details supplied) to review collective 
bargaining, union recognition and the workplace relations framework. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. 
[45117/22]

40. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report 
on the efforts by the IDA to attract inward investment to counties Cavan, Monaghan and Meath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [44957/22]
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41. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will outline 
the assistance that the Government plans to give to small businesses that are struggling due to 
increased costs such as energy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ruairí Ó Murchú. 
[44729/22]

42. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report 
on the level of additional resources provided to the Health and Safety Authority to ensure clean air 
in the workplace; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [45105/22]

43. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he has assessed 
the position of the sectors most-exposed to the surge in energy costs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [45049/22]

44. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on 
foreign direct investment in Ireland in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan 
Farrell. [44480/22]

45. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the measures that 
are being examined by his Department to support businesses whose employees choose to work 
beyond the age of retirement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. 
[45146/22]

46. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report 
on the recent employment figures for Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Neale Richmond. [44786/22]

47. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report 
on his Department’s engagement with the European Commission in relation to shortcomings 
identified by the Commission in Ireland’s enforcement of workers’ rights under the Directive on 
European Works Councils; the action that he intends to take in this regard; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [45108/22]

48. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the engagement 
that his Department has had with a business (details supplied) following its closure to ensure that 
jobs can be replaced and employment can continue in the rural community; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [45163/22]

49. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the different 
mechanisms available to his Department to support SMEs with the rising cost-of-energy crisis; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [45055/22]

50. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the status of the 
implementation of a living wage. — Thomas Gould. [45086/22]

51. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the up-to-date 
position regarding the provision of an advance technology building at Kerry Technology Park; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [45001/22]

52. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will 
provide an update on the Security Industry Employment Regulation Order 2022. — Cathal Crowe. 
[45169/22]
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53. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the engagement 
that he has had with energy providers and representative groups of small businesses in relation to 
the increased cost of energy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. 
[45075/22]

54. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the way that he is 
helping businesses to address the increase in costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Cormac Devlin. [45161/22]

55. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if the Government 
will support the trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights waiver proposal at the World 
Trade Organisation ministerial conference. — David Cullinane. [30804/22]

56. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the supports 
that have been offered through his Department to provide direct assistance to a factory (details 
supplied) in order to try to offset further redundancies; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [45054/22]

57. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the measures that 
he proposes to take to support small businesses dealing with escalating electricity costs. — Marian 
Harkin. [45155/22]

58. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the measures that 
have been taken to help businesses deal with the cost of energy; the further measures that will be 
introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [44997/22]

59. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will outline the 
progress that the IDA and Mayo County Council are making on the delivery of an advance building 
solution for Castlebar; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [45178/22]

60. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the most recent 
occasion on which the IDA visited County Carlow; the number of new jobs that have been created 
by the IDA in the past 12 months in the county; the steps that the IDA Ireland is taking to attract 
companies to the county; when a new site visit is expected; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. [44772/22]

61. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide 
an update on Government supports for businesses that are impacted by the rise in fuel costs and the 
subsequent cost-of-living increases; the supports that his Department will provide in Budget 2023; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [44557/22]

62. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his plans to 
support small and medium-sized enterprises in the current cost-of-living crisis; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [45002/22]

63. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will request 
his Department to place speech and language therapists and occupational therapists on the critical 
skills list; if the review of the occupations list has concluded; if he will report on same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [44558/22]

64. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide 
an update on plans to legislate for remote working; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Claire Kerrane. [45164/22]
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65. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will 
implement an immediate increase in the minimum wage. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [45109/22]

66. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the measures that 
he has taken to implement the 2022 Low Pay Commission Report on progressing to a living wage; 
if a commitment will be given to implement the recommendation of a living wage target of 60% of 
the median wage of all workers; and his Department’s target date for achieving same. — Aodhán 
Ó Ríordáin. [45191/22]

67. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if specific 
additional financial supports will be introduced in 2023 to assist in the development of enterprise 
centres, in view of their importance in providing workspace for start-up businesses and small 
enterprises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [44919/22]

68. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his plans to 
implement the European Directive for Corporate Social Responsibility in Ireland; and if it will be 
linked to the Pobal deprivation index in order to benefit communities who most need it. — Paul 
McAuliffe. [45052/22]

69. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will support a 
trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights waiver to end global Covid-19 vaccine inequity 
given that the majority of the Irish public, Seanad Éireann, the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment and the World Health Organisation have called for a TRIPS 
waiver for Covid-19 vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics; and if the Government will advocate 
today at the World Trade Organisation Ministerial conference for the European Union to support 
the TRIPS waiver. — Mairéad Farrell. [30787/22]

70. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report 
on the implementation of the insurance reform agenda. — Michael Moynihan. [45166/22]

71. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report 
on the progress made in implementing and inspecting air quality standards in the workplace; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [45104/22]

72. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when the regional 
enterprise development fund will be open to new applications. — Robert Troy. [44888/22]

73. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the steps that 
he is taking to improve the employment rates among persons with disabilities. — Holly Cairns. 
[44963/22]

74. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report on 
the recent changes to employment permits with respect to doctors; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Colm Burke. [44998/22]

75. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will report on 
the recent acceptance of proposals for Employment Regulation Orders for the early years services 
sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [44787/22]

76. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 6 of 19 May 2022, if he will report on his engagement at European 
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Union and World Trade Organisation levels with regard to the waiving of intellectual property 
rights in respect of Covid-19 vaccines; if he is satisfied that the recent agreement at World Trade 
Organisation-level adequately addresses global inequality in access to Covid-19 medication; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [45157/22]

77. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if his attention 
has been drawn to a survey (details supplied) and in particular the finding that just 17% of firms in 
Ireland had set climate targets, compared to an European Union average of 42%; the mechanisms 
that are currently in place to ensure that all Irish firms track and measure their environmental 
impact; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [45156/22]

78. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the cross-
Departmental discussions that his Department has undertaken regarding the critical skills occupation 
list; when the list will extensively address the widespread skills shortages across all industries 
which are required for the proper functioning of the economy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Verona Murphy. [45120/22]

CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH 
QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY

Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

79. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when she will provide 
information on the next steps of the new Leader programme; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [44717/22]

80. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the engagement that she has 
had with the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage on eligibility requirements 
for the croí cónaithe scheme for owner-occupiers in rural areas; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [44718/22]

81. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the status of the Category 2 
applications from Tipperary County Council under the rural regeneration and development fund. 
— Mattie McGrath. [45401/22]

82. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will conduct a review 
into the way that increasing inflation, fuel and energy costs is affecting community groups across 
the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Canney. [45112/22]

CEISTEANNA EILE 
OTHER QUESTIONS

Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

83. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her plans, if any, to develop 
new locations for connected hubs in County Louth; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Fergus O’Dowd. [45048/22]

84. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the funding that has been 
allocated to local improvement scheme in 2021 and 2022 for Cork; the demand for the scheme in 
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Cork; the financial allocations to date, by each of the Cork local authorities; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [45073/22]

85. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 45 of 31 May 2022, the status of the new policy for the islands; if she has received the 
initial draft of the policy document to date; the expected timeline for the completion and publication 
of the new policy for the islands; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [45151/22]

86. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the additional supports that 
have been provided to the voluntary and community sector over the past two years. — John Lahart. 
[45103/22]

87. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will take measures to 
clear the local improvement scheme backlog in County Clare. — Cathal Crowe. [45171/22]

88. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the progress that has been 
made to date on developing an islands strategy; the anticipated date for the completion and 
publication of the strategy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. 
[45078/22]

89. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the funding that will be 
provided for the re-development of derelict or vacant buildings for community use; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [45181/22]

90. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the options that are available 
to communities who wish to apply for the community centre fund but do not currently have 
community centre facilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. 
[45150/22]

91. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if it is intended to have a 
special local action group for islands under the new Leader programme as there was previously 
up to 2013; if not, the reason in view of the stated importance that the Government gives to island 
development; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [44889/22]

92. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an 
update on the development of a rural-proofing mechanism, as outlined in Our Rural Future: Rural 
Development Policy 2021-2025; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. 
[44712/22]

93. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the status of the Islands’ 
Action Plan. — Holly Cairns. [44965/22]

94. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if consideration will be 
given to expanding the successfully introduced town centre first plans scheme, enabling towns and 
villages to map out their future development; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Joe 
Carey. [45183/22]

95. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she intends to review the 
local action group structure in the LEADER Programme; and if so, the criteria that she proposes to 
use for same. — Marian Harkin. [45173/22]
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96. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the supports that she is 
providing to sports clubs and community groups throughout the country to support their work; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [44789/22]

97. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the recent engagement that 
she has had with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment regarding remote working 
legislation; the way that this will support rural workers; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Claire Kerrane. [44715/22]

98. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will increase the amount 
of funding available for the 2022 allocation under the rural regeneration development fund; if she 
will provide additional funding to projects that have already received a grant allocation due to the 
unprecedented increase in construction costs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Seán Canney. [44766/22]

99. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when the community centre 
investment fund will be announced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. 
[45180/22]

100. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of broadband 
connection points that are now operational in Cork; the usage statistics for the broadband connection 
points if these are available; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. 
[45000/22]

101. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will report on the role 
that her Department is taking in the National Drugs Strategy. — Thomas Gould. [45088/22]

102. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she intends to provide any 
additional interim Leader funding for 2023 in order to ensure that there is no gap in the provision 
of funding for community groups; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Canney. 
[44768/22]

103. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 45 of 31 May 2022, the status of the development of the pier on Inis Oírr; the status 
of works to update the environmental reports to the required standard; the expected timeline for the 
completion of these works; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. 
[45152/22]

104. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if consideration will be 
given to providing additional supports for community centres in Budget 2023, particularly in view 
of soaring energy costs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. 
[45045/22]

105. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will consider 
commissioning a study on the potential broadband and other infrastructures of the future to 
transform the quality of life in rural communities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Richard Bruton. [45044/22]

106. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her views on increasing the 
annual funding for the CLÁR programme. — Holly Cairns. [44966/22]
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107. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the steps that she is taking to 
address the cost of insurance for community organisations; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Paul Murphy. [45136/22]

108. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the funding streams that are 
available within her Department for allotments and community gardens; the level of take-up of 
those funding streams; if there are plans to expand that funding; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [45079/22]

109. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will heed the pleas of 
those in the voluntary and community sector who are in real financial pain as a result of the energy 
crisis with regard to the costs of running their services and operations; and if she will commit to 
ensuring that Budget 2023 reflects the need to provide additional supports to meet those costs. — 
John Lahart. [45102/22]

110. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her views on the development 
of outdoor adventure projects; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. 
[44482/22]

111. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her views on the way to 
alleviate the cost-of-living increases for communities in urban and rural areas in the course of 
the next twelve months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[45095/22]

112. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide details 
in respect of discussions with Louth County Council to progress or develop a new public library 
in Dunleer, County Louth; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. 
[45047/22]

113. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if the streetscapes and 
shopfronts scheme will be operational from 2023; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Colm Burke. [44999/22]

114. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the status of the Programme 
for Government commitment for an expanded town and village renewal scheme to bring vacant 
and derelict buildings back into use and promote residential occupancy; when communities can 
start applying for this funding; and the estimated amount available to each local authority. — Holly 
Cairns. [44964/22]

115. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if local authorities have the 
capacity to clear local improvement scheme lists in an acceptable time; the number of roads in 
County Kerry for which the local authority expressed an ability to improve in 2021 and 2022; and 
the subsequent number of roads for which funding was granted in both years; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [45004/22]

116. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will report on Leader 
funding, in the context of Ireland’s CAP Strategic Plan and the implementation of same; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [45063/22]
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117. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the supports that she is 
providing to ensure that access to connected hubs is available to all; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [44788/22]

118. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will consider providing 
more funding to local authorities due to the huge backlog of applications for local improvement 
schemes for rural roads; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Canney. [44767/22]

119. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide additional 
funding for the social inclusion and community activation programme in 2023; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [45114/22]

120. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when the new Leader 
programme will be operational; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. 
[45113/22]

121. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if transitional funding will be 
made available to bridge the gap in the Leader programme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Christopher O’Sullivan. [44986/22]

122. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the steps that her Department 
has taken to address the backlog of applications in the local improvement scheme; if she will 
commit to upholding recent funding increases for the scheme in 2023 considering the demand; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [44716/22]

123. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an update 
in relation to progress on applications to the new community centre investment fund; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [45182/22]

124. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the timeframe for the 
commencement of the Leader programme; and if there will be scope for local development 
companies to administer other programmes, given the shortfall of funding. — Marian Harkin. 
[45153/22]

125. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of applications 
nationwide to the new community centre fund; the number that came from County Kerry; the 
overall value of applications; when she expects to announce the successful applicants; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [45003/22]

126. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the progress that has been 
made to date in establishing a remote working hub in an area (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [45149/22]

127. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide a breakdown 
on the funds which have been allocated and drawn down for repairs and improvement works on 
rural roads and laneways under the local improvement scheme, by county or local authority in 
tabular form. — Peadar Tóibín. [44620/22]

128. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will report on her plans 
to increase community arts space across the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Richard Boyd Barrett. [32460/22]
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129. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide community 
organisations with funding for the cost of compliance and streamline regulatory and funding-
related compliance requirements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. 
[45135/22]

130. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if her Department is reviewing 
ways to mitigate the impacts on local communities and the schemes that are supported by Leader 
in view of the fact that the Leader allocations vary from year to year; the steps that her Department 
is taking to give Irish local development network members stability in planning ahead financially; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [44955/22]

131. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she has considered the 
constraints on building community infrastructure and community involvement in the new rapidly 
developing areas on the fringe of cities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard 
Bruton. [45043/22]

132. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when a decision will be made 
on the applications for the community centre grants. — Robert Troy. [45188/22]

133. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an update 
on the recently launched Towns First Policy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Claire Kerrane. [44713/22]

134. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the funding arrangements that 
will be put in place for the Leader programme in 2023. — Marian Harkin. [45154/22]

135. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the progress that she has 
made in delivering on the Government’s policy, Our Rural Future. — Jennifer Murnane O’Connor. 
[44982/22]

136. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will mainstream multi-
annual funding and ensure adequate long-term funding levels are provided for community services; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [45133/22]

137. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the engagement that she 
has had with the stakeholders of the Gearagh, County Cork in relation to suitable outdoor tourism 
development; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [45072/22]

138. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when the announcement of 
the intention to develop a new policy for the islands was first made; the progress that has been made 
in relation to same to date; when it is intended to publish the final document; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [44890/22]

139. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will engage with the 
Minister for Finance on the effect that increasing liability insurance premia are having on voluntary 
and community groups; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. 
[32269/22]

140. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if consideration will be given 
to increasing the level of funding for staff wages on the community services programme due to the 
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ever-increasing cost of living; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. 
[45046/22]

141. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will advance the 
necessary additional funding to bridge the gap between existing grants allocated through the Rural 
Regeneration Fund and the actual cost which is far higher due to the exceptional increase in the cost 
of construction; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Canney. [29033/22]

142. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the increase in funding that 
she will provide for services and supports for community and voluntary organisations to enable 
them to address the recruitment and retention crisis in the sector; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [45132/22]

143. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her views on increasing the 
annual funding for the Leader programme. — Holly Cairns. [44967/22]

144. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an update 
on the streetscape enhancement initiative. — Peadar Tóibín. [44619/22]

145. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an update 
the Islands Strategy; when the strategy will be published; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Claire Kerrane. [44714/22]

146. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when the new legislation in 
relation to the Charities (Amendment) Bill 2022 will come before the House of the Oireachtas for 
debate. — Paul Donnelly. [44556/22]

CEISTEANNA LE hAGHAIDH FREAGRAÍ SCRÍOFA 
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Fiontar, Trádála agus Fostaíochta: To the Tánaiste and Minister for 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

*147. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the extent to 
which he continues to examine the possibility of further enhancement to the role of local enterprise 
offices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45370/22]

*148. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of 
jobs created in financial services over the past two years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [29751/22]

*149. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the supports that 
are in place for workers to combat the cost-of-living increases and additional expenses that workers 
have accrued. — Mark Ward. [45194/22]

*150. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he has 
considered using the provisions of the Consumer Protection Act of 2007 to limit price rises on basic 
food products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [38605/22]
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*151. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of 
persons within his Department who received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 
2022; the number of workers who have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks 
or more; the number of persons who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 
July 2022; the number of such persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 
days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45315/22]

*152. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the extent to 
which work permits continue to be processed in line with the demand with particular reference to 
such areas as health and other posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [45377/22]

*153. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the extent to 
which full restoration and availability of jobs lost through Covid-19 is being achieved at present; 
if there are still issues outstanding that can be helpful to employees and employers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45378/22]

*154. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the extent to 
which a full evaluation has been done of the needs of small and medium enterprises with a view 
to offering the maximum support possible in order to combat the problem of rising costs; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45379/22]

*155. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the degree to 
which any evaluation has taken place on foot of price increases that put in the economy and jobs in 
jeopardy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45380/22]

*156. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the action that 
can be taken to ensure that multiple price increases leading to severe costs of living issues are in 
any way challenged as to their reasons for such increases; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45381/22]

*157. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the degree to 
which enterprise and trade in general is challenged by numerous price increases by various suppliers 
of goods and services; if such issues can in any way be alleviated to ensure the safeguarding of 
small and medium enterprises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[45382/22]

*158. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the degree to 
which retail and other trades, affected by recent multiple price increases such as energy-related 
costs and insurance, can be protected over the next twelve months; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45383/22]

*159. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the extent to 
which staff remain available to return to their respective employment post-Covid; if any specific 
challenges have arisen in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [45384/22]

*160. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if any particular 
incentives continue to be considered to encourage the entrepreneurial skills of young people 
throughout the country particularly in the aftermath of Covid-19 and Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45385/22]



4266

*161. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he remains 
satisfied that Ireland’s export market continues to be accessible in the immediate aftermath of 
Brexit; if particular or specific challenges have been identified as potential major obstacles for Irish 
exporters and importers; if decisions have been made on contingency measures and are now in 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45386/22]

*162. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the steps that are 
needed and likely to continue to ensure that Ireland remains an attractive location for foreign direct 
investment; if any particular obstacles have been identified in this regard; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45387/22]

*163. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the extent to 
which a demand still exists for the location of international call centres in Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45389/22]

*164. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the progress to 
date in the national remote work strategy; when it is expected to implement any recommendations 
from same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45390/22]

Chun an Aire Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide: To the Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications.

*165. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the case of 
a person (details supplied) will be examined who following a liver transplant applied for the 
better energy warmer homes scheme and has been advised that they will be waiting 24 months for 
acceptance to the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. 
[45238/22]

*166. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason that 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland is currently advising applicants to the better energy 
warmer homes scheme that the current waiting time for a decision is 24 months; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [45239/22]

*167. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he has considered 
proposals that have been put to him to increase the pensions of those who worked for An Post; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [45240/22]

*168. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when the new 
scheme for the installation of photovoltaic for households that have a high reliance on electricity 
for medical reasons will commence; if the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland has finalised 
the details of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. 
[45267/22]

*169. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide 
an update on each of the actions included in response six of the National Energy Security Framework 
which aim to enhance protections for financially vulnerable customers regarding utility bills; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45273/22]

*170. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the timeline for the 
connection of the approximate 20,000 additional premises added to National Broadband Ireland, 
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based on amendments to the maps; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer 
Whitmore. [45275/22]

*171. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if there are any 
grant schemes for solar panel installation, specifically for those suffering from a disability; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Peter Burke. [45291/22]

*172. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of 
persons within his Department who received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 
2022; the number of workers who have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks 
or more; the number of persons who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 
July 2022; the number of such persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 
days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45316/22]

*173. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if and when 
persons (details supplied) may qualify for an energy conservation grant in respect of their home 
given that they made enquiries some time ago; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Bernard J. Durkan. [45359/22]

*174. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason that a 
2% increase for members of the An Post Superannuation Scheme has not been implemented; the 
timeline that An Post is working towards for implementation of this rate, which was effective from 
1 January 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [45391/22]

*175. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when he will sign-
off on the agreed pay rise for An Post pensioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Patrick Costello. [45395/22]

Chun an Aire Iompair: To the Minister for Transport.

*176. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of road fatalities by county in which the 
incidents occurred that have been supplied to his Department by the Road Safety Authority in each 
of the years 2017 to 2021 and to 9 September 2022, in tabular form. — Duncan Smith. [45220/22]

*177. To ask the Minister for Transport the total cost of the recent expansion of the youth travel 
card discounts to private bus operators; the estimated full-year cost; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [45229/22]

*178. To ask the Minister for Transport the waiting time for tests in each NCT test centre 
nationwide; the maximum waiting time that he regards as acceptable; the measures that he has put 
in place to validate NCT certificates in cases in which the waiting period exceeds the expiry date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Howlin. [45235/22]

*179. To ask the Minister for Transport the current average driving test wait period in all test 
centres in tabular form; and if he is satisfied with the variation and length of wait times. — Mary 
Lou McDonald. [45287/22]

*180. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide a breakdown and rationale for the 
figures provided by the National Transport Authority for the provision of free public transport 
given that previous estimates were based only on fare collections from public transport which were 



4268

considerably lower (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. 
[45307/22]

*181. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of persons within his Department who 
received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the number of workers who 
have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; the number of persons 
who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the number of such 
persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45327/22]

*182. To ask the Minister for Transport if the Dublin Airport noise insulation scheme will be 
extended to an area (details supplied) in Dublin 17 given that residents have reported a greatly-
increased level of airport noise disturbance since the opening of the new runway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [45353/22]

Chun an Aire Airgeadais: To the Minister for Finance.

*183. To ask the Minister for Finance his views on matters raised in correspondence (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [45331/22]

*184. To ask the Minister for Finance if he intends to extend eligibility for the help-to-buy 
scheme to pre-owned homes for first-time buyers in rural areas given that the availability of new 
homes is much lower in rural areas than in rural areas and therefore current scheme guidelines may 
reduce accessibility to the scheme for first-time buyers in rural communities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [45347/22]

*185. To ask the Minister for Finance the progress that has been made regarding the reconvening 
of the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal; when the Board is likely to be up and running; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [45192/22]

*186. To ask the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to aspects of the 
Commission of Investigation into companies (details supplied) in the context that it is concern 
expressed regarding the definition of capital loss as used by the Special Liquidator; his views on 
whether the definition is inconsistent with the concept of prudence, a requirement of European 
Union company law and that it gives the Special Liquidator an opportunity to withhold from the 
Commission certain preferential loans to connected parties that are loss making for the taxpayer; 
and if he has received a copy of a letter dated 23 October 2015 that the Special Liquidator wrote to 
the Commission on this matter. — Catherine Murphy. [45215/22]

*187. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will outline the agreement or legislation underpinning 
the arrangement that An Post is the sole distributor of State savings on behalf of the National 
Treasury Management Agency; if there are any plans to extend the arrangements to other regulated 
financial entities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [45225/22]

*188. To ask the Minister for Finance if he is considering a 0% VAT rate for the newspaper 
industry ahead of Budget 2023 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Niamh Smyth. [45245/22]

*189. To ask the Minister for Finance the amount of excise tax collected in each quarter of 2020 
and 2021 and for the first half of 2022, in tabular form. — Richard O’Donoghue. [45298/22]
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*190. To ask the Minister for Finance the amount expended by a corporation (details supplied) 
on the use of private investigator companies historically; if he will provide a schedule of the PI 
companies that were engaged; the fees paid to each of them; and if they produced a report for him 
and or the management of the corporation. — Catherine Murphy. [45302/22]

*191. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue from an annual levy on the profits 
in the residential building sector, similar to the proposed levy in the UK in light of the Grenfell 
disaster, at rates of 5%, 10% and 15% respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [45305/22]

*192. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of persons within his Department who received 
the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the number of workers who have availed 
of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; the number of persons who availed of 
the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the number of such persons who have 
been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Denis Naughten. [45317/22]

*193. To ask the Minister for Finance if consideration will be given to retaining the 9% VAT rate 
for the hospitality and tourism sector beyond 28 February 2023; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Colm Burke. [45336/22]

*194. To ask the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commissioners have paused the use of the 
seize and release procedure and section 144 (2) of the Finance Act 2001 as amended to demand 
and / or offer on-the-spot roadside cash payment of compromise penalties in exchange for the 
restoration of vehicles seized for alleged VRT offences; if so, the reason; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin. [45348/22]

Chun an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe: To the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform.

*195. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the estimated cost of bringing all 
public service workers up to the living wage of €12.17 per hour (details supplied); the estimated 
cost of bringing the wage to €12.90 per hour as set by the Living Wage Technical Group under the 
terms of the current Public Service Stability Agreement Building Momentum; and estimated cost 
under the proposed new pay deal in tabular form. — Mairéad Farrell. [45203/22]

*196. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status of the redevelopment 
of a Garda station (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer 
Whitmore. [45260/22]

*197. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will provide an update on a 
new station (details supplied); the timeline for its development; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45261/22]

*198. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of persons within his 
Department who received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the number of 
workers who have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; the number 
of persons who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the number 
of such persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45323/22]
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*199. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason that a 2% increase for 
members of the An Post Superannuation Scheme has not been implemented; the timeline that it is 
working towards for implementation of this rate, which was effective from 1 January 2022; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [45392/22]

Chun an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán: To the Minister for 
Tourism, Culture; Arts; Gaeltacht; Sport and Media.

*200. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the regulations 
surrounding the advertising on a website (details supplied) of stays in campervans parked on public 
roads; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45268/22]

*201. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the number of 
persons within her Department who received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 
2022; the number of workers who have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks 
or more; the number of persons who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 
July 2022; the number of such persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 
days; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45326/22]

Chun an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta: To the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage.

*202. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the role that his 
Department plays in tackling landlords who are supplying substandard accommodation and whose 
tenants are in receipt of rent supplement allowances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Mark Ward. [45280/22]

*203. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage his views on whether 
the target of exceeding the 678 mortgage to rent cases completed in 2021 will be met in 2022; if 
not, if there are plans to initiate the previously mentioned consumer awareness campaign to target 
the 20,000+ homeowners still in long-term arrears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Noel Grealish. [45227/22]

*204. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the impact of the 
changes made to the eligibility criteria for the mortgage to rent scheme in January 2022 regarding 
the volume of applications to date; if the State-owned banks re-examined their long-term arrears 
cases following the changes to the eligibility criteria; if he will provide a breakdown on which 
lenders have made the greatest use of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Noel Grealish. [45228/22]

*205. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when Rinn Dúin Town 
and Castle, County Roscommon will be reopened; the engagement that has taken place with the 
local landowner; the funding that has been allocated and drawn down to secure the walls and 
buildings of the town; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45232/22]

*206. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of derelict 
buildings that have been brought back into circulation in each of the years 2015 to 2021 and to date 
in 2022, broken down by each local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Neale Richmond. [45244/22]
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*207. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the total number of 
allotments, community gardens and urban orchards provided as of September 2022, as detailed in 
the Programme for Government. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45263/22]

*208. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when the Working 
Group established in 2020 to examine issues in relation to unsold affordable properties is expected 
to report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sean Fleming. [45286/22]

*209. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when the Shannon 
Callows farm plan scheme from the National Parks and Wildlife Service will be advertised in local 
papers circulating in the area concerned; the reason that the scheme was not advertised in 2021; 
when the scheme will open and close for applications; the number of potential eligible landowners 
in the Callows; the number who applied in 2021; the number that were approved; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45301/22]

*210. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the estimated cost of 
providing full redress to Mica-affected homes by removing any cap on payments to homeowners; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [45304/22]

*211. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of persons 
within his Department who received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the 
number of workers who have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; 
the number of persons who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; 
the number of such persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45321/22]

*212. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the funding allocation 
for Traveller accommodation from 2018 to date by year and by local authority, in tabular form; the 
amount of funding that was actually spent by each local authority; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [45351/22]

*213. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if and when the housing 
development at a location (details supplied) will be commenced given the extreme shortage of 
housing in the area, that a large number of completed houses on this new development remain 
unoccupied, that several existing houses in the estate are boarded up at ground floor level, that 
the estate now looks abandoned and residents are continuously reporting anti-social behaviour; if 
immediate steps will be taken to resume the development with attendant security measures; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45354/22]

*214. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if a person (details 
supplied) can transfer their HAP entitlement to County Kildare in order to be close to relatives 
given their medical condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[45355/22]

Chun an Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha: To the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

*215. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a foreign birth registration application 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [45214/22]

*216. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will address a matter (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [45233/22]
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*217. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will expedite the foreign birth registration case 
of a person (details supplied); the current average timeline for processing foreign birth applications; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45258/22]

*218. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a foreign birth registration (details supplied) will 
be reviewed and expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. 
[45285/22]

*219. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of persons within his Department who 
received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the number of workers who 
have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; the number of persons 
who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the number of such 
persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45318/22]

Chun an Aire Cosanta: To the Minister for Defence.

*220. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will ensure that a ship (details supplied) will not be 
scrapped; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [45350/22]

*221. To ask the Minister for Defence the number of persons within his Department who received 
the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the number of workers who have availed 
of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; the number of persons who availed of 
the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the number of such persons who have 
been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Denis Naughten. [45313/22]

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

*222. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide the details of the mechanism through 
which children from Ukraine and other minor residents of international protection can access 
education in the Dublin mid-west area; and the way that schools in the area can access the relevant 
coordinator. — Eoin Ó Broin. [45198/22]

*223. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department is providing EAL teachers to schools 
in which Ukrainian and international protection students are in attendance; and if not; if this will be 
considered given the language barriers presented in some cases. — Eoin Ó Broin. [45199/22]

*224. To ask the Minister for Education the status of a project under the School Building 
Programme for a school (details supplied); and the timeframe for delivery of the works. — Eoin Ó 
Broin. [45200/22]

*225. To ask the Minister for Education the status of a School Building Programme project for 
a school (details supplied); if further temporary accommodation will be provided; and the number 
of special needs classes that are to be instated. — Eoin Ó Broin. [45205/22]

*226. To ask the Minister for Education the status of a project for a school (details supplied); if 
further temporary accommodation will be provided; and the number of special needs classes that 
are to be instated. — Eoin Ó Broin. [45206/22]
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*227. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department will consider extending DEIS 
status to schools in an area (details supplied) given the changing nature of the demographic in the 
community. — Eoin Ó Broin. [45207/22]

*228. To ask the Minister for Education the additional mental health supports that will be made 
available to schools to deal with post-Covid anxiety and mental health challenges of secondary 
school pupils. — Eoin Ó Broin. [45208/22]

*229. To ask the Minister for Education the additional support that will be provided to schools 
such as training to deal with issues including bullying and cyber bullying and to ensure best practice 
in this regard. — Eoin Ó Broin. [45209/22]

*230. To ask the Minister for Education the status of a funding application by a school (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [45212/22]

*231. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport will be provided as a matter of 
urgency for named persons (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Marian Harkin. [45222/22]

*232. To ask the Minister for Education when a school bus escort will be confirmed for a child 
(details supplied) who is currently without transport. — Kathleen Funchion. [45224/22]

*233. To ask the Minister for Education if the grant awarded to a school (details supplied) under 
the summer works scheme in 2019 will be increased given that the cost of the heating works have 
substantially increased since then; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. 
[45236/22]

*234. To ask the Minister for Education when a form will be returned to an applicant (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [45249/22]

*235. To ask the Minister for Education the way that she will address the expense of schoolbooks 
which must be updated each year, adding to the back-to-school costs for parents with multiple 
children; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45262/22]

*236. To ask the Minister for Education if there are plans to increase funding for school libraries 
and the provision of qualified school librarians; if there are plans to expand the junior certificate 
schools programme demonstration library project beyond the current 30 schools; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45276/22]

*237. To ask the Minister for Education the efforts that her Department is making to address the 
delay in issuing of school transport passes to families awaiting a decision on their application; the 
reason for the delays in issuing tickets to families; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Jennifer Whitmore. [45278/22]

*238. To ask the Minister for Education if a pupil (details supplied) can avail of school transport; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [45289/22]

*239. To ask the Minister for Education if she intends to reverse the cuts which cease substitution 
cover arrangements for short-term Covid-19 absences of teachers and SNAs in primary schools. — 
Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [45296/22]
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*240. To ask the Minister for Education if she plans to reintroduce the extended Covid leave 
for school staff who cannot attend work as a consequence of long-Covid; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [45297/22]

*241. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the upset that the 
bus waiver has caused families given that some students are without a service due to the fact that 
there are no buses available to serve the routes, yet tickets have been issued; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Richard O’Donoghue. [45299/22]

*242. To ask the Minister for Education the number of persons within her Department who 
received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the number of workers who 
have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; the number of persons 
who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the number of such 
persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45314/22]

*243. To ask the Minister for Education the number of special education classes in place in 
Dublin Mid-West, both current and those due; the number of requests for increased capacity; the 
timeline for delivery of same; and the remaining level of unmet need, broken down by school in 
tabular form. — Eoin Ó Broin. [45329/22]

*244. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the new build for a 
school (details supplied), including timelines for planning, tender, commencement and completion. 
— Eoin Ó Broin. [45330/22]

*245. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that additional bus capacity is put in 
place without delay for the school transport service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Brendan Smith. [45339/22]

*246. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that Leaving Certificate results appeals 
will be finalised and issued to students without delay; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Smith. [45345/22]

Chun an Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Social Protection.

*247. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if consideration will be given to the provision of 
the fuel allowance for a person (details supplied) taking into account the time already spent on the 
community employment scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. 
[45231/22]

*248. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the options and supports that are available to a 
person (details supplied) who is in receipt of rent allowance and whose landlord refuses to make the 
necessary repairs to their accommodation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Mark 
Ward. [45281/22]

*249. To ask the Minister for Social Protection in cases in which a person is in receipt of the 
working family payment, if she will consider extending the age limit for child dependents in full-
time education where the student is studying a six-year medicine course; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Peter Burke. [45300/22]
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*250. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the current average wait time for an additional 
needs payment and an urgent needs payment in Cork city. — Thomas Gould. [45303/22]

*251. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost of raising all social insurance 
and social protection payments to €300 per week, excluding disability allowance, invalidity and 
blind pensions, and all carer’s payments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd 
Smith. [45306/22]

*252. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of claims submitted and the number 
of persons who have received enhanced illness benefit for Covid-19; the number of persons who 
were in payment for two, four, six, eight and ten weeks, respectively; the number of persons who 
transferred to illness benefit after the ten-week payment period had expired; the number of these 
claims that were in payment for more than two weeks; the number that were transferred to disability 
allowance after the ten-week payment period had expired; the number of these claims that were in 
payment for more than two weeks; the number of such claims that were rejected or pending; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45310/22]

*253. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons within her Department 
who received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the number of workers 
who have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; the number of 
persons who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the number of 
such persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45325/22]

*254. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details supplied) can qualify for a 
payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Kieran O’Donnell. [45342/22]

*255. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details supplied) qualifies for illness-
related payment given that they are unfit for work but are only in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45356/22]

*256. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if and when reconsideration will be given in the 
case of a child (details supplied) who has been assessed as having ADHD, whose application for 
domiciliary care allowance has been refused, who has again been expelled from school on the basis 
of disruptive behaviour but has been deemed by her Department as being equal to any other child 
of a similar age; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45360/22]

*257. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if an exceptional needs payment will be awarded 
in the case of a person (details supplied); if they qualify for the working family payment given that 
they work six days per week, travel to Dublin for work on a daily basis, have difficulty in meeting 
their commitments due to the fact that they tried to care for their mother and daughter; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45361/22]

*258. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details supplied) can qualify for 
invalidity pension given their health condition; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Bernard J. Durkan. [45364/22]

*259. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if and when favourable consideration will be 
given for disability allowance in the case of a person (details supplied) who suffers from MS; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45366/22]
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Chun an Aire Leanaí, Comhionannais, Míchumais, Lánpháirtíochta agus Óige: To the Minister for 
Children, Equality; Disability; Integration and Youth.

*260. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if a person 
(details supplied) will be provided with alternative accommodation in a centre to ensure their 
safety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [45218/22]

*261. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the progress 
that has been made under the commitments set out in An Action Plan for Survivors and Former 
Residents of Mother and Baby and County Home Institutions; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [45223/22]

*262. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of 
home pledges that were received for Ukrainian refugees by county; the current number of pledges 
(details supplied); the number of refugees who have been housed through a refugee process; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45269/22]

*263. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of 
persons within his Department who received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 
2022; the number of workers who have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks 
or more; the number of persons who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 
July 2022; the number of such persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 
days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45312/22]

*264. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if serious 
consideration will be given to increasing the rate of foster care allowance to take cost-of-living 
increases into consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. 
[45337/22]

*265. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if serious 
consideration will be given to increasing the after-care allowance that replaces the foster care 
allowance in respect of young persons who remain living with foster carers after the age of 18 
years and continue in education and training to take the cost-of-living increases into consideration; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [45338/22]

Chun an Aire Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nuálaíochta agus Eolaíochta: To the 
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research; Innovation and Science.

*266. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the extent to which he remains satisfied that the supply of trade professionals to the building 
sector remains sufficient; the measures envisaged to address any such issues; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45388/22]

*267. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the current timeframe for apprenticeships to move onto phase two; the steps that are being taken 
to address the backlog and waiting list for phase two of apprenticeships; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45259/22]

*268. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the estimated full-year cost to the Exchequer of adding an additional 1,000 level 8 places at third 
level. — Paul Murphy. [45282/22]
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*269. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the estimated full-year cost to the Exchequer of adding an additional 1,000 level 6 and level 7 
places at third level. — Paul Murphy. [45283/22]

*270. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the estimated full-year cost to the Exchequer of adding an additional 250 nursing and midwifery 
undergraduate places. — Paul Murphy. [45290/22]

*271. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the number of persons within his Department who received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 
up to 1 July 2022; the number of workers who have availed of this payment for an extended 
period of 12 weeks or more; the number of persons who availed of the special leave with pay for 
COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the number of such persons who have been in receipt of this payment 
in excess of 14 days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45319/22]

*272. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if an application for a higher education grant will be reviewed in the case of a person (details 
supplied) who has been accepted to Maynooth College and whose family have ongoing medical 
bills as a result of Covid-19 causing ongoing hardship; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45362/22]

*273. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the reason that a student (details supplied) who achieved 31 points more than their first choice for 
college was not offered any course in the first round of offers; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Michael Ring. [45394/22]

*274. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1310 of 8 September 2022, if community training centres 
will be given the opportunity to input into the Operational Guidelines Working Group; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [45396/22]

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt: To the Minister for Justice.

*275. To ask the Minister for Justice the service level agreement that is in place between the 
An Garda Síochána and the Road Safety Authority regarding the provision of data on fatal road 
collisions. — Duncan Smith. [45221/22]

*276. To ask the Minister for Justice the expected publication date of the Courts and Civil Law 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Noel 
Grealish. [45226/22]

*277. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will consider the abolition of the cost of special 
exemption orders (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Griffin. [45234/22]

*278. To ask the Minister for Justice if the special exemption orders on bars that wish to open 
late will be removed (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Healy-Rae. [45241/22]
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*279. To ask the Minister for Justice the way that a person can apply for citizenship though an 
Irish relative; if she will outline the process involved; and if advice will be provided on this matter 
(details supplied). — Niamh Smyth. [45251/22]

*280. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of persons within her Department who received 
the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the number of workers who have availed 
of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; the number of persons who availed 
of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the number of such persons who 
have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Denis Naughten. [45322/22]

*281. To ask the Minister for Justice the current and expected residency status of a person 
(details supplied) and their four children; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard 
J. Durkan. [45365/22]

Chun an Aire Sláinte: To the Minister for Health.

*282. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) can expect to receive an 
appointment for a procedure. — Pa Daly. [45213/22]

*283. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a hospital bed for a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [45193/22]

*284. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide the details of discussion or progress on 
the delivery of a new National Strategy for Diabetes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Fergus O’Dowd. [45195/22]

*285. To ask the Minister for Health the meetings that have been held by him or his officials 
from assistant principal-level upwards with representatives of the food industry in relation to the 
issue of adult or child obesity in Ireland since his appointment as Minister; the dates, attendees 
and matters that were discussed at each meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Louise O’Reilly. [45196/22]

*286. To ask the Minister for Health the meetings that have been held by him or his officials 
from assistant principal level-upwards with representatives of business or trade representative 
groups and organisations since his appointment as Minister; the dates, attendees and matters that 
were discussed at each meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. 
[45197/22]

*287. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [45211/22]

*288. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 1508 of 8 September 
2022, if his Department will legislate on a national level for the display of calorie information on 
individual bottles and cans of alcohol products not just on the larger containers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [45217/22]

*289. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 1509 of 8 September 
2022, when his Department will resume the development of mandatory calorie posting on menus; 
and the timeline for the introduction of the arising legislation. — Patrick Costello. [45219/22]
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*290. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he is taking to secure follow-up care for 
children of an orthodontic practice (details supplied) in Galway which received up-front payments 
of up to €4000 for treatments; the number of children involved; his engagement with the HSE and 
the Dental Council on this; the coverage to be provided through the practitioner’s insurance; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45230/22]

*291. To ask the Minister for Health the dates of the HSE meetings that have been held from 
January 2017 to June 2021 to consider major and minor capital submissions for mental health 
buildings in CHO4. — Neasa Hourigan. [45237/22]

*292. To ask the Minister for Health the criteria that is applied when issuing medical cards to 
persons affected by certain conditions (details supplied). — James O’Connor. [45243/22]

*293. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on the staffing and the provision 
of a dedicated chronic-disease clinic in Cavan-Monaghan; the details of this service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [45252/22]

*294. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of the public health nurses operating 
on the relevant areas in counties Cavan, Monaghan and Meath in tabular form; the locations in 
which vacancies exist at present; the length of time for which these posts have been vacant; and the 
plans and timeframe in place to find suitable replacements. — Niamh Smyth. [45253/22]

*295. To ask the Minister for Health the number of vacancies unfilled or filled on a temporary 
basis in Cavan General Hospital; and the details of each by categories. — Niamh Smyth. [45254/22]

*296. To ask the Minister for Health the attendance numbers for the minor injuries unit in 
Monaghan Hospital from 2012 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; if he has any plans to 
extend the hours of this unit in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh 
Smyth. [45255/22]

*297. To ask the Minister for Health the number of emergency department attendances at Cavan 
General Hospital in each of the years 2012 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [45256/22]

*298. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on the capital project for 
Cavan General Hospital (details supplied); the timeframe for its completion; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [45257/22]

*299. To ask the Minister for Health if he intends to introduce a statutory time limit for wheelchair 
users having to wait for a replacement or repaired wheelchair; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45264/22]

*300. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that are being taken to address the shortage in the 
number of dentists accepting medical card patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Jennifer Whitmore. [45265/22]

*301. To ask the Minister for Health the availability of the drug pembro; the reason that some 
health insurance companies do not cover the drug; the way that a patient can avail of it if their 
health provider does not cover payment of the drug; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Jennifer Whitmore. [45266/22]
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*302. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on the recognition and regulation 
of domestic and international surrogacies arrangements, in light of the recent Report on Internal 
Surrogacy by the Special Joint Oireachtas Committee; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45274/22]

*303. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated completion date for a primary care unit 
(details supplied); the number of staff that will be employed at this facility once completed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [45277/22]

*304. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 715 of 15 February 
2022, if the service is operating; the availability within this service; the way that the public can 
access this service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh 
Smyth. [45279/22]

*305. To ask the Minister for Health the number of home-help hours that are not being completed 
due to staff shortages by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Thomas Gould. [45284/22]

*306. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that frontline staff in a healthcare setting (details 
supplied) who provide a service on behalf of the HSE and come under Section 39, were not included 
in the list for the €1,000 pandemic special recognition payment; if he will rectify this; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Marc MacSharry. [45288/22]

*307. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 466 of 13 July 
2022, the number of full-time posts allocated to post-acute and long-Covid clinics, by clinic and 
speciality; if the position has been filled; if an offer has been made, if a recruitment competition is 
ongoing, or if the HSE recruitment process has commenced in light of emerging evidence on long-
Covid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45309/22]

*308. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons within his Department who received 
the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the number of workers who have availed 
of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; the number of persons who availed of 
the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the number of such persons who have 
been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Denis Naughten. [45320/22]

*309. To ask the Minister for Health if he will expedite an appointment for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [45333/22]

*310. To ask the Minister for Health the number of nights that there has been no doctor available 
in Navan North East Doctor On-Call in the past 24 months. — Peadar Tóibín. [45340/22]

*311. To ask the Minister for Health if he or the Minister of State with Special Responsibility 
for Disability have met with an organisation (details supplied) to discuss the ongoing delays in 
assessment of needs for the children of its members. — Mary Lou McDonald. [45352/22]

*312. To ask the Minister for Health the action that is being taken to ensure an adequate supply 
of general practitioners throughout north Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Bernard J. Durkan. [45357/22]
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*313. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that a medical card was discontinued on foot 
of review in the case of persons (details supplied) who have heavy medication costs and whose 
circumstances have not changed since the previous review; if the card can be restored forthwith; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45358/22]

*314. To ask the Minister for Health if and when a full medical card restoration can be arranged 
in the case of a person (details supplied) whose case has been refused on review notwithstanding 
the fact that their circumstances have not changed and that they are 70 years of age; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45363/22]

Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

*315. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of protected 
disclosures that he has received from 2018 to date in 2022; the number that have been closed 
with actions to be implemented and or issues to address; the number that were dismissed and the 
number that remain open in tabular form; the protected disclosures that were referred to a third 
party for investigation and or assessment; the costs of same; and the company that was engaged. — 
Catherine Murphy. [45216/22]

*316. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the measures that are being put 
in place to safeguard wild bird populations against the risk of avian flu outbreak; if he will develop 
a surveillance, testing and safe disposal programme; if he will put measures in place to stop the 
unnecessary disturbance of wild birds that may be affected by the virus; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45270/22]

*317. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of wild birds with 
avian flu that have been notified to his Department by county to date in 2022; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45271/22]

*318. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the additional funding that 
has been allocated for the purposes of dealing with the avian flu outbreak; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Jennifer Whitmore. [45272/22]

*319. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the estimated tonnage of pig 
meat products that have been imported into Ireland to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [45292/22]

*320. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will provide a breakdown of 
the total tonnage of pig meat products by category in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [45293/22]

*321. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the pig exceptional 
payment scheme 2 will be paid to farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie 
Cahill. [45294/22]

*322. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if farmers will receive the full 
funding allocation under the pig exceptional payment scheme 2; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [45295/22]

*323. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the reason that the 38 activities 
requiring consent on designated lands have been included in the terms and conditions of the new 



4282

CAP; if he will outline the consultation held with farmer representatives prior to its inclusion; if a 
request for inclusion came from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage; if so, 
the impact that the inclusion of this condition will have on the payment of compensation through 
the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45308/22]

*324. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of persons within his 
Department who received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the number of 
workers who have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; the number 
of persons who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the number 
of such persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45311/22]

*325. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the industry stakeholders with 
whom his Department’s decision to introduce mandatory TB testing of bovines over 36 months of 
age at six-month intervals was decided; the fora at which this was discussed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [45332/22]

*326. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his attention has been 
drawn to matters raised in correspondence (details supplied); if this person is an employee of his 
Department, and if not, if he will outline the way in which they exited the service. — Catherine 
Murphy. [45341/22]

*327. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status of an application (details 
supplied) to the reconstitution and underplanting scheme; the reason that it has not progressed in 
the past two seasons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [45344/22]

Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

*328. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she plans to expand 
broadband connection points across the country; the number of broadband connections by county 
to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [27965/22]

*329. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of persons within 
her Department who received the special leave with pay for Covid-19 up to 1 July 2022; the number 
of workers who have availed of this payment for an extended period of 12 weeks or more; the 
number of persons who availed of the special leave with pay for COVID-19 since 1 July 2022; the 
number of such persons who have been in receipt of this payment in excess of 14 days; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [45324/22]

*330. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will meet with 
representatives for the island of Inis Meáin, Contae na Gaillimhe as a matter of urgency to discuss 
their concerns regarding the proposed development of the pier on the island; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [45334/22]

*331. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the extent to which she 
expects to be in a position to address issues of both urban and rural deprivation in the coming year; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45367/22]
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*332. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the extent to which she 
continues to encourage the build-up of state-of-the-art technology hubs at convenient locations 
throughout the country to enable many enterprises have the benefits of an office setting without the 
necessity of travelling to more distant locations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Bernard J. Durkan. [45368/22]

*333. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the degree to which she 
continues to liaise with local and community groups in order to ensure the greatest availability of 
their needs at any given time with particular reference to the next twelve months; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45369/22]

*334. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will outline her 
expectations concerning the extent to which she hopes to provide funding to various rural 
community groups throughout the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Bernard J. Durkan. [45371/22]

*335. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the extent to which she 
expects the Leader programme to be made available throughout the country over the next twelve 
months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45372/22]

*336. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the extent to which she expects 
the Leader programme to be made available in County Kildare over the next twelve months; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45373/22]

*337. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the degree to which she 
expects to continue to support community investment throughout the country in the coming year; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45374/22]

*338. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the degree to which she 
expects to continue to support community investment throughout County Kildare in the coming 
year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [45375/22]

*339. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the extent to which she hopes 
to continue to support recreational walk schemes throughout the country and in County Kildare 
over the next twelve months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[45376/22]
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