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Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Fiontar, Trádála agus Fostaíochta: To the Tánaiste and Minister for 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

*1. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the reason for 
the low cap rate of 70% subject to a daily maximum of €110 for the wage that will be paid to 
employees in relation to the Sick Leave Bill 2022; if he will consider using a Ministerial order to 
increase the amount to 100% of workers’ pay, with a higher daily cap considering that workers 
will be forced to go to work while unwell as they cannot afford to lose money. — Paul Murphy. 
[41943/22]

*2. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that in relation to the Sick Leave Bill 2022 and the decision that an employee 
must obtain a medical certificate to avail of statutory sick pay that this will leave many employees 
using over half of their maximum €110 to pay for a general practitioner visit in order to receive 
payment; if his attention has been further drawn to the difficulty to get a last minute appointment 
with general practitioner which may not be possible for many persons, leaving workers without 
payment; and if he will consider updating this policy to ensure a better outcome for workers. — 
Paul Murphy. [41944/22]

*3. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the status of work 
permits for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Healy-Rae. [42111/22]

*4. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will seek 
briefings from the IDA and Enterprise Ireland on the work that they are currently undertaking to 
actively secure foreign and indigenous direct investment in the mid County Louth areas of Ardee 
and Dunleer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42333/22]

*5. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the degree to 
which the pharma sector in Ireland continues to receive adequate Government support for the 
production and distribution of appropriate rare disease medication and other services such as early 
diagnosis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42376/22]

*6. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of 
staff employed in his Department by gender and by civil service salary scale in tabular form. — 
Mary Lou McDonald. [42399/22]

*7. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of 
companies supported by IDA Ireland by country of origin in tabular form; his views on whether 
there is an over-reliance on any one country; if so, the measures that he is taking to reduce this 
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over-reliance through broadening the base of companies supported by the IDA; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [42447/22]

*8. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of 
local enterprise offices in Ireland; the number of staff that work in each office; and the number 
of staff that work in the LEO section of his Department in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [42452/22]

*9. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the budget 
allocation for local enterprise offices in each of the years 2014 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [42453/22]

*10. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of 
companies supported by IDA Ireland per county in tabular form. — Louise O’Reilly. [42457/22]

*11. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of 
persons employed in companies supported by IDA Ireland per county in tabular form. — Louise 
O’Reilly. [42458/22]

*12. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment when an 
organisation (details supplied) will receive a response to correspondence sent on 22 June 2022. — 
Louise O’Reilly. [42501/22]

*13. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of 
jobs created with the assistance of the local enterprise office in counties Kildare, Laois and Offaly 
in each of the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[42523/22]

*14. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide 
an update on the Right to Request Remote Working Bill 2022; if he expects the Bill to be enacted 
in Q4 2022; if not, if he will provide an intended deadline for the enactment of the Bill; the 
consideration, if any, that he and his Departmental officials are giving to reducing the number 
of grounds upon which employers will be able to refuse an employee’s request to work remotely 
under the proposed new legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. 
[42710/22]

*15. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 84 of 21 June 2022, if the Government has responded to the European 
Commission; and if so, if the response will be published. — Paul Murphy. [42758/22]

*16. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the totality of 
grant-aid and or subsidy provided to each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 
(details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. [42825/22]

*17. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if his Department 
or the employment agencies under the aegis of his Department have undertaken an assessment of 
the number of jobs that may be at risk across the economy in the energy-intensive manufacturing 
sector in particular, in the context of escalating gas prices; if so, if he will provide the details of any 
such assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43089/22]
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*18. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on the 
prospect of the loss of a considerable number of manufacturing jobs in energy-intensive industries 
as a result of escalating gas prices; if his attention has been drawn to any analysis undertaken across 
Government in terms of the potential numbers of job losses in exposed sectors in 2022 and 2023; 
if he will provide any costings undertaken by his Department on the introduction of a furlough 
scheme to help protect at-risk jobs and businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Ged Nash. [43091/22]

*19. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the expenses paid 
to Ministerial advisers in his Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43151/22]

*20. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if his Department 
will take a legal challenge to a High Court injunction secured on 24 August 2022 to block the 
enforcement of the new employment regulation order for the security sector; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43175/22]

*21. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the date on which 
he reviewed the critical skills list; and his plans to expand the list to address skills shortages in 
Ireland. — Catherine Murphy. [43200/22]

*22. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide 
details of all grants under the various scheme headings and the value of such grants paid by the IDA 
to a firm (details supplied) in each of the years 2012 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43276/22]

*23. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of 
complaints made against a company (details supplied) to the Office of the Director of Corporate 
Enforcement /Corporate Enforcement Agency; if these complaints were followed up; the outcome 
of the investigations; if they were not further investigated, the reason for same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [43289/22]

*24. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the engagement 
that he has had with the Minister for Education on the matter of school transport since June 2022; 
and if he will publish any correspondence shared with the Minister for Education on same. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43353/22]

*25. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the amount that 
his Department has spent on advertising on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount 
spent per platform; and the campaigns per platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43372/22]

*26. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the action that his 
Department is taking to ensure that the Employment Regulation Order in relation to the minimum 
rate of pay for security workers will go ahead despite a High Court injunction; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [43385/22]

*27. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if Enterprise 
Ireland plans to open an office in Perth, Australia. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [43409/22]

*28. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the action that he 
will take to ensure that the Employment Regulation Order is mandating a pay rise for the security 
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sector as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. 
[43502/22]

*29. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the details on the 
total amounts of monies awarded to Louth County Council by his Department in each of the years 
2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; if he will seek details on the total monies drawn 
down and spent by Louth County Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the 
total monies that were returned to his Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43517/22]

*30. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide 
a breakdown of the various supports or incentives provided to self-employed workers with 
disabilities, and the annual expenditure relating to each support over the past five years in tabular 
form. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [43542/22]

*31. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on the 
effect of anti-social behaviour on central Dublin businesses; and if he has corresponded with the 
Minister for Justice on the matter. — Ivana Bacik. [43559/22]

*32. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will move 
to overturn the injunction on the Employment Regulation Order in relation to the security industry 
that has not received an ERO in three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
Donnelly. [43601/22]

*33. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the progress that 
has been made on the review of the eligibility for the insolvency payment scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [43712/22]

*34. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if a planned 
pay increase for workers in the security industry sector will proceed; the position regarding an 
Employment Regulation Order in respect of this issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Seán Haughey. [43758/22]

*35. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he is giving 
active consideration to equalise rates of the national minimum wage for young workers under 20 
years. — Sean Sherlock. [43766/22]

*36. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the support granted 
by Enterprise Ireland for an organisation (details supplied); if Enterprise Ireland’s policies and due 
diligence processes are being reviewed given the allegations made concerning the organisation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [43821/22]

*37. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the steps that he 
is taking to fast-track the processing of critical skills employment permits relating to healthcare 
professionals for the nursing home sector. — Holly Cairns. [43901/22]

*38. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the steps he is 
taking to reform the process to recruit non-EU/EEA nationals to work as healthcare professionals 
for the nursing home sector in this country. — Holly Cairns. [43902/22]
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*39. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if applications by 
companies (details supplied) will be reviewed and expedited; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [44038/22]

*40. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide 
the most recent data on the level of IDA-supported jobs by county; the number of additional jobs 
created since the formation of the Government in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Joe Flaherty. [44091/22]

*41. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide 
the most recent data on the level of Enterprise-Ireland supported jobs by county; the number of 
additional jobs created since the formation of the Government in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Joe Flaherty. [44092/22]

*42. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if legal counsel 
engaged by his Department has completed a gap analysis regarding the International Labour 
Organisation Convention No. 190; and if he intends to publish this analysis. — Mary Lou McDonald. 
[44238/22]

*43. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if measures to 
alleviate the recruitment crisis in homecare will be implemented urgently to help reduce waiting lists 
and to meet demand; when a decision to remove homecare workers from the ineligible occupation 
list for those outside the EEA will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm 
Burke. [44247/22]

Chun an Aire Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide: To the Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications.

*44. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the position 
regarding funding for an organisation (details supplied) for the provision of online training for 
persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Browne. [42404/22]

*45. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he proposes to 
expand retrofitting grants and subsidies to support the upgrading of older developments. — Ivana 
Bacik. [42984/22]

*46. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide 
data on the number of electricity outages in the Caragh and Sallins area in County Kildare over the 
past six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [42018/22]

*47. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when he expects 
to sign off the 2% increase for An Post pensioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Paul McAuliffe. [42036/22]

*48. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications his plans for 
interim solutions for householders in rural areas waiting on broadband that is some years away 
under the National Broadband Plan; if he will provide further details on the efforts to accelerate 
the roll-out of the National Broadband Plan in an area (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [42053/22]
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*49. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason that 
a person (details supplied) did not receive the €200 electricity allowance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [42058/22]

*50. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if any initiatives 
are being considered to encourage waste management companies to provide brown bins that collect 
organic and food waste in areas that do not currently have this service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [42071/22]

*51. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will examine 
an issue with a pension scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
James Lawless. [42088/22]

*52. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if carbon credits 
from the on-farm production of bio-gas goes to the farmer and place of production and not to the 
transport or energy sectors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. 
[42106/22]

*53. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when clarification 
will be provided on a public service obligation levy on bio-gas production; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [42107/22]

*54. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when approval 
will issue to An Post pensioners for payment (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Niall Collins. [42185/22]

*55. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will outline 
the estimated percentage of the renewable electricity generation capacity that is in public indirect 
ownership through State or semi-State bodies. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [42186/22]

*56. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will examine 
a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. 
[42253/22]

*57. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will request 
electricity suppliers to declare their clean export guarantee rate (details supplied) as per the 
legislation giving effect to the guarantee which was signed into law on 15 February 2022. — Paul 
Murphy. [42266/22]

*58. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will advise 
on matters raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Niall Collins. [42286/22]

*59. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will address 
a long-running broadband infrastructure problem (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Matt Shanahan. [42287/22]

*60. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the consideration 
that he has given to converting oil heating systems to hydrotreated vegetable oil biofuel instead 
of kerosene and other fossil fuels; if he agrees that this could play a role in the decarbonisation of 
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domestic heating systems and could supplement the installation of heat pumps; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [42297/22]

*61. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the final report 
of the urban transport related air pollution group will be published soon; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42342/22]

*62. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of the 
implementation of the clean export guarantee tariff to allow for the payment for electricity that 
is returned to the grid; if energy suppliers have agreed to the scheme; if not, the names of the 
companies that have not agreed to participate in the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42351/22]

*63. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when he intends 
to pay the pension increase due to An Post pensioners; his views on whether it now needs to match 
the rate of inflation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mick Barry. [42357/22]

*64. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications to whom the 
Commissioner for Regulations of Utilities is accountable; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42371/22]

*65. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the Commission 
for Communications Regulation plan to or are taking steps to ensure that elderly and vulnerable 
persons who are not users of modern technology are not penalised for still requiring paper bills from 
telecommunications providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. 
[43345/22]

*66. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the attention of 
his Department has been drawn to separate charges by waste collection companies for the collection 
of the green recycling bin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. 
[42400/22]

*67. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if his Department 
has conducted any ethical analysis of the consequences of pursuing a policy of promoting electric 
vehicle use given the fact that the vast majority of such vehicles require the inclusion of cobalt, 
the mining of which is heavily reliant on and linked to child slavery in territories such as the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. 
[42418/22]

*68. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide 
the Oireachtas Public Accounts Committee with the National Broadband Plan Remediation Plan 
(details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. [42467/22]

*69. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the steps that 
he is taking to protect the public from blackouts and brownouts this autumn and winter. — Sean 
Sherlock. [42484/22]

*70. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of 
operations at fossil fuel power plants. — Sean Sherlock. [42485/22]
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*71. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the meetings that 
he has held in the past five months with energy providers on the soaring costs of bills. — Sean 
Sherlock. [42486/22]

*72. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the efforts that are 
being made by his Department to curtail the increase in prices being charged by energy providers in 
the State given the current cost-of-living crisis to ensure that citizens are not being taken advantage 
of by these companies, many of whom are showing record profits in 2022; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [42487/22]

*73. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the estimated 
revenue that would be raised by an additional surcharge of €1 per unit megawatt hour or €5 per 
MWh or €10 per MWh on data centre electricity consumption within the State (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42576/22]

*74. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason that he 
has not signed off on a 2% pensionable increase for An Post pensioners which was effective from 1 
January 2022; the timeline for the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David 
Cullinane. [42633/22]

*75. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the grant assistance 
available for businesses to install solar panels at present; if he intends on increasing these grants to 
expedite the rollout of this energy source; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon 
Ó Cuív. [42749/22]

*76. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when the 
legislation to allow for electricity suppliers to credit persons for excess electricity produced by 
means such as solar panels was signed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jennifer 
Carroll MacNeill. [42757/22]

*77. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the Minister 
will raise the issue of support required for vulnerable and older energy customers to help set up 
paperless billing online with the Commission for Regulation of Utilities so that the Regulator can 
liaise with energy companies on this matter (details supplied); the steps that are currently being 
taken in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [42763/22]

*78. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the totality of 
grant-aid and or subsidy provided to each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 
(details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. [42826/22]

*79. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications his views on a 
policy issue raised by a person (details supplied) pertaining to microgeneration; when the scheme 
to allow microgenerators to sell up to 30% of excess electricity produced for export to the national 
grid will be in place; the price at which the electricity will be sold; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42845/22]

*80. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the measures that 
are being taken to prepare for potential gas shortages this winter; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [42892/22]
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*81. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the measures that 
are being taken to reduce electricity and gas consumption where possible this winter to protect the 
national supply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [42895/22]

*82. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if consideration 
will be given by his Department to provide the electricity and gas regulator power to regulate 
price increases for standing charges in order that charges do not rise in line with electricity and gas 
prices given that they are not linked; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. 
[42904/22]

*83. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will outline 
the plans to increase the number of staff within the integrated pollution control licensing section of 
the Environmental Protection Agency given the Government’s strategy to decarbonise industry and 
meet climate targets and in view the current delays which are leading to an approximate timeline of 
two years at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42912/22]

*84. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the steps that he 
will take to investigate support mechanisms for homeowners that record actionable levels of radon 
in their properties that require remediation. — Steven Matthews. [42946/22]

*85. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will request 
all electricity producing companies on the island of Ireland to cease the burning of all fuels in ten 
years’ time and to instead use Ireland’s natural resources, that is wind, wave and solar; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [42982/22]

*86. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will request 
the packaging industry to ban the production, manufacture and use of single use plastics apart from 
medical supplies use and develop an environmentally friendly alternative within the same period. 
— Paul Murphy. [42983/22]

*87. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when the review 
of the energy security of Ireland’s gas and electricity systems will be published; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [43000/22]

*88. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will clarify 
the position in relation to the previous scheme of support for electricity bills and specifically the 
position of some Traveller sites without individual supply; if the funding given to those individuals 
in these sites which was taken from an accommodation budget has or will be reimbursed to that 
fund from his Department; if he will further clarify whether alternative arrangements are in place 
to deal with this in the case of any future support scheme on electricity costs being implemented; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [43029/22]

*89. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 248 of 12 July 2022, if the inquiry into Inland Fisheries Ireland has 
been completed; if he has received a copy of the report; if he will publish the report when completed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [43047/22]

*90. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the position 
regarding homes that are not covered under the National Broadband Ireland roll-out but cannot 
avail of sufficient broadband cover on the private market due to their location; if provisions are 
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in place to assist homeowners in this situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Steven Matthews. [43084/22]

*91. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the expenses paid 
to Ministerial advisers in his Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43152/22]

*92. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the actions that 
the Government is taking to develop Ireland’s wave and tidal energy industries; the estimated 
level of MW power identified for both of these energies off Ireland’s coasts; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [43178/22]

*93. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will examine 
an issue regarding energy usage (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— James Lawless. [43279/22]

*94. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the amount that 
his Department has spent on advertising on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount 
spent per platform; and the campaigns per platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43373/22]

*95. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will explore 
the potential for repurposing unspent funding for bicycle lanes and walkways held by Kerry County 
Council into funding for readying vacant Council owned properties for tenancy; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Pa Daly. [43420/22]

*96. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the specific 
measures that his Department has in place to deal with blackouts and brownouts for each specific 
delegated function under his Departmental remit; the costs of same in tabular form; and the status 
of preparedness for each measure. — Sean Sherlock. [43432/22]

*97. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide 
details of the engagements, including in-person meetings and online meetings that he and officials 
in his Department have had with the ESB with respect to the closure of the ESB owned peat-fired 
power stations in Shannonbridge, County Offaly and Lanesborough, County Longford during the 
period 1 January 2021 to date; if it remains the policy of his Department to support the closure of 
these stations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43447/22]

*98. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when provisions 
of the Circular Economy and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2022 pertaining to the use of CCTV 
by local authorities will be enacted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. 
[43455/22]

*99. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the emergency 
plans that he has in place to ensure a continuation of gas and oil supplies to Ireland this winter; if 
he will be proposing emergency legislation to ensure same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43480/22]

*100. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the emergency 
plans that he has in place to ensure a continuation without a break of electricity supplies this winter; 
if he will be proposing emergency legislation to ensure same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43481/22]
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*101. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the emergency 
actions that he intends taking to ensure the continuation of gas, oil and electricity supplies this 
coming winter at an affordable price; if he will be proposing emergency legislation to ensure same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43482/22]

*102. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will bring 
forward emergency legislation in the Oireachtas to override the powers of the CRU for the duration 
of the energy crisis. — Danny Healy-Rae. [43484/22]

*103. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he has considered 
energy-saving measures to cut energy use this winter such as those that have been implemented 
in Germany (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. 
[43490/22]

*104. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he has considered 
installing solar panels on public buildings to aid in the switch to renewable energy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [43497/22]

*105. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the steps that 
he has taken to promote the installation of solar panels on public buildings to aid in the switch to 
renewable energy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [43498/22]

*106. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason for 
the delay since January 2022 in paying the 2% increase to An Post pensioners which is causing 
financial hardship; when his Department plans to seek the approval of same from the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc MacSharry. 
[43512/22]

*107. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the details on the 
total amounts of monies awarded to Louth County Council by his Department in each of the years 
2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; if he will seek details on the total monies drawn 
down and spent by Louth County Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the 
total monies that were returned to his Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43518/22]

*108. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when the pension 
increase and arrears due in January 2022 will be paid to An Post pensioners; if an organisation 
(details supplied) has assessed the matter and made any recommendations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43538/22]

*109. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide 
an update on the approval for an increase in the pensions and deferred pensions for members of the 
An Post Superannuation Scheme by 2% per annum; if he will provide an update on the timeline 
for the agreed pension increase; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. 
[43554/22]

*110. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason that 
there is a delay in rolling out the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland home scheme to persons 
who are availing of the defective concrete blocks scheme; if his attention has been drawn to the 
delays in SEAI approval delaying progress on the DCB scheme and causing unnecessary stress to 
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homeowners; and if he will act to progress the SEAI element of the DCB scheme immediately. — 
Dara Calleary. [43624/22]

*111. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the supports which 
his Department makes available to support the learning of digital skills for adults who do not have 
any. — Richard Bruton. [43656/22]

*112. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of 
exploration licences for gas and oil operational in Irish waters to date; the work done under these 
licences in the past year; if it is expected that any of these will lead to commercial finds of gas and 
or oil; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43685/22]

*113. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the expected 
annual use of gas, coal and oil respectively in the next twenty years in this State; if Ireland’s climate 
change targets are totally achieved; the percentage of this that is expected to come from indigenous 
sources in Irish waters; the steps that he is taking in this regard to reduce Ireland’s dependence 
on imported oil, coal and gas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. 
[43686/22]

*114. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of 
applications for licences or approvals for oil and gas exploration with his Department to date; the 
date each one was received; the reason for the delay in processing these; when a decision will 
be made in each case given the crisis in supply of gas and oil in Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43687/22]

*115. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of 
system alerts previously known as amber alerts on the electricity system in the past three years; the 
date of each alert; the number of such alerts between 2010 and 2020; the cause of the individual 
alerts; the steps that were taken to mitigate against each threat; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Denis Naughten. [43689/22]

*116. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will clarify 
the state of affairs at Huntstown power station operated by an organisation (details supplied); if 
another company can provide details; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. 
[43716/22]

*117. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if any of the 
recommendations contained in a report commissioned in 2018 from the Competition and Consumer 
Protection Commission into the operation of the household waste collection market have been 
adopted; if there are any plans to appoint a waste regulator in Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Joe O’Brien. [43721/22]

*118. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide 
an update on the roll-out of high-speed rural broadband in Cork south west. — Holly Cairns. 
[43792/22]

*119. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when the 2021 
annual transition statement will be published as required by section 14(1) of the Climate Action 
and Low Carbon Development Act 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly 
Cairns. [43793/22]



3989

P.T.O

*120. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of the 
Programme for Government commitment to develop a regional approach to air quality and noise 
enforcement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [43814/22]

*121. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason that 
only one body controls the governance of gas fitters and electricians in Ireland; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43827/22]

*122. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications his views on 
whether European Union law to allow competition is being upheld given that only one body 
controls the governance of gas fitters and electricians in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43828/22]

*123. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the position in 
relation to the proposed 2% rise to the An Post pension scheme; when he will sanction same; the 
likely timeframe for payment to retired workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Bríd Smith. [43867/22]

*124. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when recycling 
waste is collected from households; the way that it is processed; if he is satisfied that full transparency 
exists in the monitoring and tracing of recycling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Sean Sherlock. [43882/22]

*125. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the waiting times 
for Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland grant applications can be processed more speedily as 
there has been a huge take-up on recent applicants but prior to a person (details supplied) were 
advised that they would have to wait 12 months for a consultation. — Brendan Griffin. [43897/22]

*126. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the steps that he is 
taking to support households with additional energy costs due to having a person or persons with a 
disability living there. — Holly Cairns. [43903/22]

*127. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the monthly 
generating costs per €mwh and retail price per €mhw of ESB power plants in 2021 and to date in 
2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43953/22]

*128. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide 
figures on the quarterly wholesale energy price for gas per €kwh paid by energy suppliers operating 
within the State in 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; the quarterly retail price charged to gas 
customers per €kwh in 2021 and to date in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Ged Nash. [43954/22]

*129. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the percentage 
increase in quarterly and annual wholesale energy price for gas per €kwh paid by energy suppliers 
operating within the State in 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; the percentage increase in 
quarterly and annual retail energy prices paid by retail customers per quarter in 2021 and to date in 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43955/22]

*130. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the current 
average waiting time for the home surveys that are required to access Sustainable Energy Authority 
of Ireland free energy upgrades. — Seán Crowe. [43962/22]
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*131. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the steps that 
are being taken to ensure that persons who use refrigerated medication will have their medicines 
protected from any power outages during the winter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Jim O’Callaghan. [43972/22]

*132. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he has raised 
the issue of the justification that exists for energy companies to increase their standing charges 
with the Commission for Utility Regulation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim 
O’Callaghan. [44008/22]

*133. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that some electricity providers are increasing their standing charges at a 
time of record energy prices which is compounding the financial hardship households are facing; if 
he has discussed the matter with the Commission for Regulation of Utilities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [44018/22]

*134. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he has discussed 
with the Commission for Regulation of Utilities low-usage charges on electricity customers; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [44020/22]

*135. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will compel 
or encourage energy providers to provide a greater range of discounts to existing customers and 
move away from the model of offering discounts for switching or only to new customers (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [44041/22]

*136. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will confirm 
that the report on the review of Ireland’s energy security conducted by a consultancy firm (details 
supplied) will be published before the end of 2022; the total cost paid to the firm for services in 
compiling the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [44043/22]

*137. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of the 
roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Naul area of north County Dublin as of September 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44136/22]

*138. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of the 
roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Oldtown area of north County Dublin as of September 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44137/22]

*139. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of 
the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Rolestown area of north County Dublin as of 
September 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44138/22]

*140. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of 
the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Garristown area of north County Dublin as of 
September 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44139/22]

*141. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of the 
roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Ballyboughal area of north County Dublin as of 
September 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44140/22]
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*142. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of the 
roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Rush area of north County Dublin as of September 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44141/22]

*143. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of the 
roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Lusk area of north County Dublin as of September 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44142/22]

*144. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of the 
roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Donabate area of north County Dublin as of September 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44143/22]

*145. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he intends to 
liaise with the Commission for Regulation of Utilities in relation to supports required for older 
energy customers to access paperless billing online. — Cathal Crowe. [44154/22]

*146. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will provide 
a list of wind farms and the total megawatts of wind power for each, that are contracted under the 
older renewable energy feed-in tariff schemes in tabular form; if the energy companies that own 
these wind farms contracted under the REFIT schemes are obliged to refund via the PSO the excess 
price achieved for their wind energy compared to their contracted price; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [44184/22]

*147. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason that a 
mobile phone service operator might not send a data usage warning to a customer roaming outside 
the European Union in view of the obligation on mobile phone service operators to send customers 
a data usage alert when roaming outside the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Catherine Connolly. [44198/22]

*148. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the average 
domestic customer electricity and gas bill for the months of October 2020, November 2020, 
December 2020, January 2021 and February 2021, based on energy usage during the winter 
months; and the projected bills for corresponding months in winter 2022/2023. — Pearse Doherty. 
[44234/22]

*149. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if his Department 
has modelled the projected domestic customer electricity and gas bills for winter 2022/2023 based 
on average household energy usage and recently announced energy supplier price increases; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [44235/22]

*150. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when the long-
awaited review of Ireland’s energy security will be published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [44244/22]

*151. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of 
retrofits and home energy efficiency upgrades across all Government schemes completed on an 
annual basis from 2006 to 2021; and the level of funding allocated and drawn down for retrofits and 
home energy efficiency upgrades across all Government schemes on an annual basis from 2006 to 
2021, in tabular form. — Pearse Doherty. [44259/22]
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*152. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the projected 
spend by the SEAI in 2022 on the solar electricity grant; the amount that was budgeted for this 
scheme in 2022; the amount that is available in 2023; the projected number of installations in 2023; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ivana Bacik. [44260/22]

*153. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason that 
the solar electricity grant is capped at a maximum of €2,400; the reason for capping the grant; the 
estimated projected cost in 2023 of doubling the cap to either €4,800, €5,000 or €10,000; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Ivana Bacik. [44261/22]

*154. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the steps that he 
is taking to ensure the implementation of a pension agreement from a semi-State body (details 
supplied). — Holly Cairns. [44309/22]

*155. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will extend 
the use of Eircodes to land holdings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia 
Ryan. [44325/22]

*156. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the supports 
available to renters to assist them in improving the BER rating of their home; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [44328/22]

*157. To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the steps that he 
is taking to address rising energy costs for households. — Holly Cairns. [44337/22]

Chun an Aire Iompair: To the Minister for Transport.

*158. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will introduce a ban on the sale of SUVs in the 
State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41964/22]

*159. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will consider offering a subsidy towards an e-bike 
for those who trade in their car in favour of the bike as has been introduced in France; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [43226/22]

*160. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will consider a request by an organisation (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [44012/22]

*161. To ask the Minister for Transport the progress being made with the Climate Action Plan 
2021 aim to have 845,000 electric passenger cars on the road by 2030; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [44331/22]

*162. To ask the Minister for Transport the status of the transfer of Shannon Heritage Sites to 
Clare County Council; the status of the specific request for €15 million in State funding to ensure 
the continued operation of these sites; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [44348/22]

*163. To ask the Minister for Transport the engagement that he has had with a group (details 
supplied) with regard to the specific request for €15 million in State funding to ensure the continued 
operation of Shannon Heritage Sites following the transfer of the sites to Clare County Council; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44349/22]
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*164. To ask the Minister for Transport the status of the transfer of Shannon Heritage Sites to 
Clare County Council; the status of the specific request for €15 million in State funding to ensure 
the continued operation of these sites; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [44353/22]

*165. To ask the Minister for Transport the engagement he has had with a group (details supplied) 
with regard to the specific request for €15 million in State funding to ensure the continued operation 
of Shannon Heritage Sites following the transfer of the sites to Clare County Council; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44354/22]

*166. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will be introducing a rail-ticket price initiative for 
customers similar to that offered in Germany; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Réada Cronin. [41965/22]

*167. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will examine an issue in relation to a bus service 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [42063/22]

*168. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will engage with the Dublin Airport Authority and 
the National Transport Authority in respect of reforming the current permit system that permits taxis 
to pick up customers at Dublin Airport; and if his attention has been drawn to the fact that many 
taxis that do not have permits can drop-off customers but must exit the Dublin Airport Authority 
campus empty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [42066/22]

*169. To ask the Minister for Transport if further consideration is being given to increasing the 
total number of permits issued to taxi drivers for Dublin Airport given the chaos that has taken 
place over recent months; if there is a total number of permissible permits allowable at any given 
time for the airport zone; if so, the number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus 
O’Dowd. [42077/22]

*170. To ask the Minister for Transport if a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be 
provided with a date for their driving test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Griffin. [42085/22]

*171. To ask the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn to concerns related to the 
National Driver Licence Service cancellation policy for driving tests (details supplied); if this policy 
will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [42091/22]

*172. To ask the Minister for Transport when it is intended to publish an updated ports’ policy 
taking into account the importance attached to port development to facilitate the development of 
offshore and onshore renewable energy projects; if it is intended to provide State funding towards 
the rapid developments of ports to ensure that lack of port infrastructure does not hinder the 
development of large-scale renewable energy projects; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42109/22]

*173. To ask the Minister for Transport if his Department will provide supports to persons who 
wish to establish a hackney service in rural areas in which there is no taxi service available; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Canney. [42121/22]

*174. To ask the Minister for Transport the penalties that are in place for motorists who park 
illegally in taxi ranks; if additional measures or an awareness campaign on this issue is planned; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [42166/22]
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*175. To ask the Minister for Transport if there are plans to examine a section of road (details 
supplied) in the interest of safety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-
Rae. [42208/22]

*176. To ask the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn to issues with the 15B 
Dublin Bus route (details supplied); if he will request Dublin Bus to investigate the issues with this 
route and improve the service being offered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
Murphy. [42255/22]

*177. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will report on a review of national aviation policy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [42289/22]

*178. To ask the Minister for Transport the reason that his Department does not provide funding 
towards the local improvement scheme which is for improvement works on small roads and 
laneways in rural Ireland which are not maintained by the local authorities that provide access to 
people’s homes and farms or to amenities such as lakes, rivers or beaches; if he will reconsider this 
position and provide much needed funding towards this extremely important scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [42291/22]

*179. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide details on discussions which have 
taken place between his Department and Louth County Council in respect of progressing the 
northern cross route project under the urban regeneration development fund since its most recent 
unsuccessful appeal due to its significant transport infrastructure related elements; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42320/22]

*180. To ask the Minister for Transport the status of the Carrickmacross to Ardee road scheme; 
the projected timeline for the scheme; the costs of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42331/22]

*181. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide a full update in respect of the Ardee 
bypass which is a central project in the National Development Plan; the targeted timelines for the 
commencement of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. 
[42332/22]

*182. To ask the Minister for Transport if any discussion has taken place between his Department 
and Irish Rail to ascertain the viability of the re-opening of the Dunleer railway station to prepare 
for the introduction of DART services to Drogheda in the coming years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42334/22]

*183. To ask the Minister for Transport if any discussion has taken place between his Department 
and Irish Rail to ascertain the viability of opening a Drogheda north railway station to prepare 
for the introduction of DART services to Drogheda in the coming years given the phenomenal 
population growth in the town and the need to reduce the significant number of commuter vehicles 
and the carbon footprint travelling from the north of Drogheda to the south Drogheda railway 
station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42335/22]

*184. To ask the Minister for Transport if it is intended in the context of the DART+ west project 
to re-establish an entry point on Amiens Street to platforms five, six and seven at Connolly station. 
— Catherine Murphy. [42370/22]
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*185. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will liaise with the National Transport Authority to 
secure an extension of the 175 bus route in order for it to stop at St. Vincent’s Hospital and provide 
residents living along the route, including in Dundrum and the surrounding areas with a vital public 
transport link to their local hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Josepha 
Madigan. [42437/22]

*186. To ask the Minister for Transport if the Dublin Airport Authority has conducted any 
research into environmental impact of planes flying over the Clondalkin and Lucan areas, including 
that of noise pollution; if another less densely-populated route will be considered; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [42451/22]

*187. To ask the Minister for Transport the percentage of applications for motor tax that were 
made online in 2021, by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Patricia Ryan. [42518/22]

*188. To ask the Minister for Transport the procedure used to approve the development of the 
rail link from Foynes to Limerick; the details of the economic appraisal of this project; if and when 
it was published; the estimated cost of the project; the projected completion date; if the viability of 
the freight element of this project will be negatively impacted by the lack of a direct rail link along 
the west coast to Westport, Ballina and Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Éamon Ó Cuív. [42555/22]

*189. To ask the Minister for Transport the procedure used to approve the development of the rail 
services from Mallow to Cork and on to Cobh and Midleton; the details of the economic appraisal 
of this project; if and when the appraisal was published; the estimated cost of the project including 
dedicated new rolling stock; the projected completion date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42556/22]

*190. To ask the Minister for Transport the reason that the Limerick to Foynes rail line, the 
development of commuter services in the Cork area and the development of the Athenry to 
Claremorris line is singularly held up waiting for the All Ireland Rail Review given that rail 
projects were recently approved for the Dublin to Maynooth line particularly taking into account 
the relative underdevelopment economically of the west and its special status under European 
Union regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42557/22]

*191. To ask the Minister for Transport if he intends to reopen the Rosslare to Limerick rail 
line in total and to provide frequent daily freight and passenger services on the line in view of the 
climate crisis and the rapid increase in freight and motoring costs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42558/22]

*192. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will report on the transfer of sites from an 
organisation (details supplied) to Clare County Council; when this transfer will be finalised; if 
the financial resources requested by Clare County Council will be made available to facilitate this 
transfer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [42601/22]

*193. To ask the Minister for Transport the measures that Transport Infrastructure Ireland is 
proposing to implement following the results from the various sound pollution surveys that have 
been undertaken by local authorities in Dublin and specifically South Dublin County Council and 
particularly in relation to the M50 residential corridors and residential locations along the Naas 
Road specifically adjoining Kingswood Castle Estate where noise levels from the immediate road 
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are greater than the very high category allowed for in the noise pollution surveys. — John Lahart. 
[42615/22]

*194. To ask the Minister for Transport the total number of testers in each RSA driver test centre 
by location; the total number of tests carried out per year at each location in each of the years 2019 
to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Fergus O’Dowd. [42616/22]

*195. To ask the Minister for Transport when a ship radio licence will issue to a person (details 
supplied) who has had to apply three times for this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Éamon Ó Cuív. [42627/22]

*196. To ask the Minister for Transport the reason the capital expenditure for his Department 
was behind profile by €175 million or 24.3% at the end of July 2022; the breakdown by subhead in 
his Department estimates where the underspend has occurred; the steps he intends taking between 
now and the end of 2022 to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Éamon Ó Cuív. [42630/22]

*197. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will support the measures needed to provide 
licensed hauliers with added supports to meet the cost of AdBlue as a consumable is an integral 
part of the modern low emissions exhaust treatment system; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Carol Nolan. [42641/22]

*198. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will issue a clear statement of Government support 
for licensed hauliers upgrading their fleets to green trucks for example Euro VI and Euro VII 
standards via the European Investment Bank like the scheme offered to the shipping sector to help 
improve fuel efficiency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42646/22]

*199. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will amend the scrappage incentive scheme to 
remove non-green HGV vehicles to run over a period of five years targeting the removal of older 
engines off our roads and including (details supplied) upon which the cost of a revised scrappage 
scheme can be calculated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42647/22]

*200. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will support the abolition of toll charges for green 
vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42649/22]

*201. To ask the Minister for Transport the expected timeline in announcing the successful 
applicants under the Shared Island destination charging grant for sports clubs; the total number 
of applications received by county; the total funding expected to be provided through the Shared 
Island Initiative under the scheme and any other relevant details in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42674/22]

*202. To ask the Minister for Transport if Leap cards will be introduced for commuters across 
the complete Irish Rail network; his views on whether such an introduction would be an incentive 
for persons to use public transport in order to ease traffic congestion in cities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [42684/22]

*203. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of reported assaults on Dublin Bus services 
for each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Chris Andrews. 
[42692/22]
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*204. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of reported incidents of anti-social behaviour 
on Dublin Bus services for each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Chris Andrews. [42693/22]

*205. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of reported incidents of drug use on Dublin 
Bus services for each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Chris 
Andrews. [42694/22]

*206. To ask the Minister for Transport when funding will be released for a project (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. 
[42695/22]

*207. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated cost to the Exchequer of extending the 
young adult Transport for Ireland Leap card to all persons under 26 years of age; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42719/22]

*208. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated cost to the Exchequer of extending the 
50% fare reduction for students and young adults aged 19 to 23 years to all inter-city services in 
tabular form; the estimated cost to the Exchequer of extending the 50% fare reduction for students 
and young adults to include those under 26 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Ged Nash. [42720/22]

*209. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated total passenger revenue per month received 
across all modes and each individual mode of transport, i.e. bus, rail and light rail services, for the 
periods 1 October 2018 to 31 March 2019 and 1 October 2019 to 31 March 2020, in tabular form 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42722/22]

*210. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated cost to the Exchequer of waiving fare 
revenue, i.e. cash, Leap card revenue and prepaid ticket sales including Taxsaver tickets, on 
all public service obligation services for a three-month period between 1 October 2022 and 31 
December 2022, and a six-month period between 1 October 2022 and 31 March 2023, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42723/22]

*211. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated cost to the Exchequer of subsidising the 
waiving of all fares on commercial bus services for a three-month period between 1 October and 
31 December 2022, and a six-month period between 1 October 2022 and 31 March 2023, in tabular 
form with reference to pre-Covid 19 baseline figures, i.e. 2019 and Q1 of 2020; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42724/22]

*212. To ask the Minister for Transport the status of the works to install a roundabout at the 
junction of the N72 and R579 at Ballymaquirke, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Michael Moynihan. [42779/22]

*213. To ask the Minister for Transport the steps that he is taking to address the recent violent 
attacks including those occurring on public transport on members of the LGBTQ+ community; 
the steps that are being taken to challenge the anti-gay and trans rhetoric evident in the national 
media recently; the ways in which he is working with the community to identify new and effective 
strategies to address issues of homophobia and transphobia; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bríd Smith. [42781/22]
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*214. To ask the Minister for Transport the total number of troops that passed through Shannon 
Airport on military contracted planes in each of the years from 1998 to 2021 and date in 2022, in 
tabular form. — Catherine Connolly. [42788/22]

*215. To ask the Minister for Transport the total number of permits issued for the carriage of 
munitions of war through Ireland or Irish airspace in each of the years from 1998 to 2021 and date 
in 2022, in tabular form. — Catherine Connolly. [42789/22]

*216. To ask the Minister for Transport the total number of United States military contract 
landings at Shannon Airport in each of the years from 1998 to 2021 and date in 2022, in tabular 
form. — Catherine Connolly. [42790/22]

*217. To ask the Minister for Transport the total number of overflights granted over Irish 
sovereign territory in each of the years from 1998 to 2021 and date in 2022, in tabular form. — 
Catherine Connolly. [42791/22]

*218. To ask the Minister for Transport the general timeline for issuing a SPSV driver licence 
once an application has been made to the carriage office by a newly passed driver; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [42802/22]

*219. To ask the Minister for Transport if consideration will be given to allowing pets onto 
public transport similar to rules in other European countries. — Thomas Gould. [42806/22]

*220. To ask the Minister for Transport the plans that are in place to replace E5 fuel with E10; 
the timescale for such a change and if arrangements have been made for classic cars who cannot 
use E10; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [42816/22]

*221. To ask the Minister for Transport the totality of grant-aid and or subsidy provided to each 
local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. 
[42838/22]

*222. To ask the Minister for Transport if he has consulted with the Minister for Justice and 
or Garda management in respect of the establishment of an exclusive Garda section to police the 
public transport network and public transport options. — Catherine Murphy. [42866/22]

*223. To ask the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn to the issues with 
the reliability and frequency of bus routes travelling towards UCD in Dublin south-west; if the 
complaints that have been received will be taken into account, to ensure that a company (details 
supplied) is not awarded further public contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Paul Murphy. [42871/22]

*224. To ask the Minister for Transport the plans that are in place to address the issue of persons 
living in terraced housing without front gardens not being able to switch to electric vehicles; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [42893/22]

*225. To ask the Minister for Transport the status of the roll-out of public electric vehicle 
charging points; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [42894/22]

*226. To ask the Minister for Transport the date on which she will amend the Road Traffic and 
Roads Bill 2021 in order to legislate for the use and categorisation of e-bikes and e-scooters in this 
jurisdiction. — Catherine Murphy. [42899/22]
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*227. To ask the Minister for Transport the steps that he is taking to ensure a frequent bus service 
on the Galway to Clifden route from very early morning to late at night to service the rapidly 
growing population along the route, increasing travel costs by car, congestion in Galway, also 
taking into account the large number of Ukrainian Refugees living in Connemara at present; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42921/22]

*228. To ask the Minister for Transport his views on allowing dogs on board all rail services 
once all necessary safety considerations are adhered to; if the current rules only permitting dogs on 
a limited number of rail services is under review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Steven Matthews. [42950/22]

*229. To ask the Minister for Transport the policy decisions that he is taking with respect to 
the tourism sector in relation to regional connectivity by ensuring that incentives for sustainable 
aviation fuel will be put in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. 
[42954/22]

*230. To ask the Minister for Transport the possibilities of restoring a service (details supplied) 
to Dublin Airport from Templeogue and Rathfarnham in south west Dublin in the near future. — 
John Lahart. [42962/22]

*231. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will list the retailers in County Cork that facilitate 
Leap card top-ups in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [42972/22]

*232. To ask the Minister for Transport if his Department intends to commission a feasibility 
study regarding a Metro South West line via Rathfarnham to Tallaght following the Metro to 
Knocklyon feasibility study of 2021. — Ivana Bacik. [42986/22]

*233. To ask the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Road 
Safety Authority has not published any data on road traffic collisions since 2016; if his Department 
has a role in requesting that such information is published; and, if so, when up-to-date data will be 
made available. — Ivana Bacik. [42987/22]

*234. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding 
lorry driving tests. — Michael Healy-Rae. [43004/22]

*235. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of bike and e-bike storage bays on Dublin 
Bus and Irish Rail fleet; and if he will provide an update on the integration of bike and e-bike 
storage on public transport. — Catherine Murphy. [43009/22]

*236. To ask the Minister for Transport if his Department has provided any funding in 2021 and 
to date in 2022 to Irish Rail for use on the installation of bike and e-bike storage at train stations; 
and the number of bike parking bays nationally on the Irish Rail network. — Catherine Murphy. 
[43010/22]

*237. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated cost of the following measures to improve 
Irish Rail services; increasing the frequency of current DART services by 10% and 20% respectively; 
increasing the frequency of current commuter services by 10% and 20% respectively; increasing 
the frequency of current Intercity services by 10% and 20% respectively; and the expected cost of 
completing the Western Rail Corridor. — Bríd Smith. [43035/22]
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*238. To ask the Minister for Transport the details of his Department’s spend under the active 
travel scheme since 2020; the projects that were funded in counties Cavan and Monaghan in tabular 
form; the amount that each county received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Niamh Smyth. [43068/22]

*239. To ask the Minister for Transport if his Department will publish the results of a recent 
feasibility study which was carried out at Ballyandreen, Ballycotton, County Cork at the site of a 
vessel (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pat Buckley. [43069/22]

*240. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of low-floor wheelchair accessible single 
decker and double decker buses that were sent for auction or were otherwise disposed of by Bus 
Éireann, Dublin Bus or the National Transport Authority from 2011 to 2021 and to date in 2022; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [43107/22]

*241. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of low-floor wheelchair accessible single 
decker and double decker buses that were transferred from Bus Éireann, Dublin Bus or the National 
Transport Authority to the School Transport Fleet from 2011 to 2021 and to date in 2022; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [43108/22]

*242. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of low-floor wheelchair accessible single 
decker and double decker buses owned by either Bus Éireann, Dublin Bus or the National Transport 
Authority that are currently in storage; if said fleet will be made available to the school transport 
fleet; if he will liaise with the Minister for Education on same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Réada Cronin. [43109/22]

*243. To ask the Minister for Transport the knowledge that he had, if any, of the disposal of fleet 
by Bus Éireann in the 2011 to 2021 period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada 
Cronin. [43118/22]

*244. To ask the Minister for Transport the expenses paid to Ministerial advisers in his 
Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43161/22]

*245. To ask the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn to the dangers that cyclists 
face on roads in Ireland; the steps that his Department will take to secure cyclists safety (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [43166/22]

*246. To ask the Minister for Transport the date on which the replacement of the plastic roof 
shelter platform 1 at Malahide train station will be complete. — Catherine Murphy. [43185/22]

*247. To ask the Minister for Transport the amount of revenue generated through advertisement 
on the Dublin Bus fleet in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; 
and the way in which the revenue collected was spent in each of the years in question. — Catherine 
Murphy. [43186/22]

*248. To ask the Minister for Transport if he is in receipt of any correspondence regarding the 
upgrade of the Cobh-Fota Road from the local authority. — Sean Sherlock. [43275/22]

*249. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will address a matter regarding marine long service 
(details supplied). — Sean Sherlock. [43304/22]
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*250. To ask the Minister for Transport the engagement that he has had with the Minister 
for Education on the matter of school transport since June 2022; and if he will publish any 
correspondence shared with the Minister for Education on same. — Sean Sherlock. [43365/22]

*251. To ask the Minister for Transport the amount that his Department has spent on advertising 
on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent per platform; and the campaigns per 
platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43384/22]

*252. To ask the Minister for Transport the emergency steps that he will take to ensure there are 
bus and or train services on all arterial routes leading to towns and cities with third level institutions 
in them (details supplied) in view of the accommodation crisis for third level students; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43411/22]

*253. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will request the National Transport Authority 
to ensure that new and existing services under Connecting Ireland in rural areas connect to key 
commuter services on the arterial routes to towns and cities with third level Institutions in them to 
enable students from rural areas to commute to these colleges from as many locations as possible; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43412/22]

*254. To ask the Minister for Transport the number and the times of scheduled bus and train 
morning services from locations (details supplied) arriving in Galway between 8.30 am and 9.00 
am in the morning and leaving Galway at 6.00 pm or later in the evening; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43413/22]

*255. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will take emergency action and if necessary, seek 
emergency powers to rapidly expand the range of public transport services throughout rural Ireland 
in view of the crisis of accommodation in cities, the lack of public transport in rural Ireland and the 
increasing cost of fuel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43414/22]

*256. To ask the Minister for Transport when new rolling stock will be put into service by 
Iarnród Éireann; if it is intended to use this extra fleet to improve the rails services on lowly 
serviced rails lines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43415/22]

*257. To ask the Minister for Transport if he intends increasing the frequency on the Galway to 
Limerick rail line from four services each way a day to a minimum of ten services a day in view 
of the increased patronage on the line despite the very poor service offered in terms of speed and 
frequency, thus attracting even more customers to this climate friendly method of transport and 
ensuring the maximum return on the capital investment in the line; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43416/22]

*258. To ask the Minister for Transport the ring-fenced funding that he has made available 
since taking office for low-cost actions that would improve speeds on the slowest rails lines in the 
country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43417/22]

*259. To ask the Minister for Transport the assistance that is available in the Dublin 9 and 
11 region to assist young people in obtaining their driving licence which will help them to gain 
employment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [43459/22]

*260. To ask the Minister for Transport his plans to reopen and upgrade the railway line from 
Foynes to Limerick; if any proposal will include both freight and passenger options; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [43468/22]
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*261. To ask the Minister for Transport when the Bus Éireann 314 service from Foynes to 
Limerick will have an increased frequency in view of the recent announcement in relation to same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [43469/22]

*262. To ask the Minister for Transport the details on the total amounts of monies awarded to 
Louth County Council by his Department in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, 
in tabular form; if he will seek details on the total monies drawn down and spent by Louth County 
Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total monies that were returned 
to his Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43530/22]

*263. To ask the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary Question No. 240 of 17 May 
2022, if he will ensure that all companies providing transport for students to college are covered 
by the fare reductions in relation to ensuring parity of treatment for all third level students paying 
transport fees to access their places of study; if he will set out his intentions in this regard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Howlin. [43536/22]

*264. To ask the Minister for Transport the details regarding the percentage of funding issued to 
local authorities designated to footpath repairs, maintenance and accessibility improvements; if any 
guidance is issued to local authorities in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Steven Matthews. [43537/22]

*265. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update on any works that his 
Department has planned to make safer the dangerous bend on the N67 Annagh, Miltown Malbay, 
County Clare where a life was lost in a road traffic accident in 2021. — Cathal Crowe. [43548/22]

*266. To ask the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn to the difficulties 
experienced by those traveling on the 76 bus route which is managed by a company (details 
supplied); and if he will address these issues with the company directly. — Paul Murphy. [43553/22]

*267. To ask the Minister for Transport the reason that a person (details supplied) remains waiting 
for a driving test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [43564/22]

*268. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will outline the target for zero emissions buses for 
Cork specifically in the next three years. — Thomas Gould. [43594/22]

*269. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will outline the targets for the number of zero 
emissions buses in each of the cities respectively by year to 2030, in tabular form. — Thomas 
Gould. [43595/22]

*270. To ask the Minister for Transport the status of NCT certificate cover for persons (details 
supplied) in the event of being stopped by An Garda Síochána. — John Lahart. [43658/22]

*271. To ask the Minister for Transport the reason that there remains an inordinate delay for 
drivers seeking to book a national car test; the steps that he will take to reduce these delays; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [43691/22]

*272. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will extend the young adult travel card to 24 year 
olds. — Sean Sherlock. [43769/22]
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*273. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will consider a pilot project in Cork for public 
transport safety. — Sean Sherlock. [43770/22]

*274. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will increase the frequency of buses on the 226 
Cork/Airport/Kinsale route to reflect the growing demand on this popular route for residents and 
tourists. — Holly Cairns. [43808/22]

*275. To ask the Minister for Transport the mitigation plans that Irish Rail and LUAS have in 
place in the event of frequent and or prolonged blackouts of electricity supply for their dart and 
light rail fleets. — Catherine Murphy. [43891/22]

*276. To ask the Minister for Transport the steps he is taking to provide grants for persons 
and families which require wheelchair accessible or special adapted vehicles. — Holly Cairns. 
[43917/22]

*277. To ask the Minister for Transport the steps he is taking to ensure that persons with guide 
dogs or assistance dogs are accommodated on all public transport including taxis. — Holly Cairns. 
[43918/22]

*278. To ask the Minister for Transport his views on putting in place a grant to assist blind 
visually impaired people having difficulty accessing taxi services due to increasing costs. — Holly 
Cairns. [43919/22]

*279. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will ensure that Castletownbere is classified as a 
larger town within the Connection Ireland plan to ensure that the Beara peninsula is assigned the 
necessary scale of routes. — Holly Cairns. [43920/22]

*280. To ask the Minister for Transport if a driving test will be expedited for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mary Lou McDonald. [43991/22]

*281. To ask the Minister for Transport the progress that has been made on extending bus 
services to the Upper Ballymoneen Road area of Knocknacarra, Galway; if the National Transport 
Authority will commit to funding a turning bay and other facilities necessary to establish the service 
in the area; the timescale for the provision of such a service; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Noel Grealish. [43992/22]

*282. To ask the Minister for Transport the progress that has been made by the National Transport 
Authority in undertaking a review of the Galway bus network; what the review will entail; when 
the review will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. 
[43993/22]

*283. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will address a matter (details supplied) in relation 
to public transport issues. — Sean Sherlock. [43995/22]

*284. To ask the Minister for Transport if he has received any correspondence regarding a bridge 
project (details supplied); and if he will provide the details of those who contacted him in relation 
to same. — Sean Sherlock. [43996/22]

*285. To ask the Minister for Transport the details of the issues being faced in relation to the 
provision of a bus stop shelter on Maryborough Hill in Douglas, County Cork. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43997/22]



4004

*286. To ask the Minister for Transport the amount that has been spent on the Cork Luas project 
to date in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43998/22]

*287. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of passengers on a route (details supplied). 
— Sean Sherlock. [43999/22]

*288. To ask the Minister for Transport the status of plans for works to commence on the 
Northern Distributor Road, Cork city. — Sean Sherlock. [44002/22]

*289. To ask the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary Question No. 222 of 17 May 
2022, the status of the proposed bypassing of Castlemartyr on the N25 national road in east Cork; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [44004/22]

*290. To ask the Minister for Transport the current situation with respect to the removal of a 
shipwreck (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. 
[44005/22]

*291. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update on plans to increase capacity 
and frequency of the Luas service from Cherrywood, Bride’s Glen to Sandyford given the imminent 
increase in population resulting from the completion of hundreds of new homes this year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Cormac Devlin. [44052/22]

*292. To ask the Minister for Transport the total amount of funding that has been allocated 
for the maintenance of regional and local roads since the formation of the Government on a local 
authority basis in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James O’Connor. 
[44093/22]

*293. To ask the Minister for Transport the total amount of funding that has been allocated for 
the development of new walking and cycling infrastructure since the formation of the Government 
on a local authority basis in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James 
O’Connor. [44094/22]

*294. To ask the Minister for Transport the total amount of funding that has been allocated for 
the development of greenway projects since the formation of the Government on a local authority 
basis in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James O’Connor. [44095/22]

*295. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update on the Programme for 
Government commitment to commission an economic evaluation of higher-speed rail links between 
Ireland’s main cities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44126/22]

*296. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update on the Programme for 
Government commitment to require that all new urban buses be electric hybrid or electric; if this 
plan has commenced; the percentage of new buses that are hybrid or electric since March 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44127/22]

*297. To ask the Minister for Transport if there are any plans to increase grants or reliefs that are 
available to potential purchasers of electric vehicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Duncan Smith. [44128/22]
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*298. To ask the Minister for Transport his plans for sector-specific supports for the taxi industry 
to combat rising fuel costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. 
[44129/22]

*299. To ask the Minister for Transport the plans that his Department has to decarbonise Ireland’s 
passenger rail fleet; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44130/22]

*300. To ask the Minister for Transport the new cycling infrastructure projects that have been 
approved in Fingal as of September 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan 
Smith. [44131/22]

*301. To ask the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update as of September 2022 on the 
progress of MetroLink; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44132/22]

*302. To ask the Minister for Transport the plans that his Department has as of September 
2022 to introduce a petrol and diesel vehicle scrappage scheme; if so, the estimated cost of such a 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44133/22]

*303. To ask the Minister for Transport his views on the status of the BusConnects project as of 
September 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44134/22]

*304. To ask the Minister for Transport the plans that his Department has in line with the Cost 
of Disability in Ireland Research Report, to invest in transport infrastructure ensuring accessibility 
for those with disabilities and additional needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Duncan Smith. [44135/22]

*305. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated cost of introducing a reduced €9 public 
transport ticket serving buses, trains and Luas, similar to the scheme introduced in Germany in 
summer 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44145/22]

*306. To ask the Minister for Transport the estimated cost of capping public transport fares 
at either €9 a month or €10 a month for the remainder of 2022 from October to December; the 
estimated full-year cost of each in 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ivana 
Bacik. [44229/22]

*307. To ask the Minister for Transport the steps that he is taking to address the backlog and 
delays at NCT centres. — Holly Cairns. [44317/22]

*308. To ask the Minister for Transport the steps that he is taking to ensure that there are regular 
inspections covering the operation of wheelchair accessible taxis and their operation, including 
the capacity of the driver to assist wheelchair users in accessing the vehicle. — Holly Cairns. 
[44318/22]

*309. To ask the Minister for Transport his views on increasing the fines for taxi drivers with 
wheelchair accessible taxis who refuse, without just reason, to transport wheelchair users in their 
vehicle. — Holly Cairns. [44319/22]

*310. To ask the Minister for Transport his views on establishing a national wheelchair accessible 
taxi company with a special app for wheelchair customers only. — Holly Cairns. [44320/22]
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*311. To ask the Minister for Transport the number of applicants waiting for tests in each driving 
test centre; the length of time that they have been waiting for such appointments; the length of time 
that applicants have to wait for re-tests to be taken in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — James O’Connor. [44345/22]

*312. To ask the Minister for Transport the position regarding the recruitment of driving testers 
in Dungarvan, County Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James O’Connor. 
[44346/22]

*313. To ask the Minister for Transport his plans to recruit driving testers to reduce the waiting 
times for driving tests (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James 
O’Connor. [44347/22]

Chun an Aire Airgeadais: To the Minister for Finance.

*314. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will address concerns that small businesses are being 
penalised for fraudulent activity which they had no knowledge of or responsibility for a company 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [41939/22]

*315. To ask the Minister for Finance the steps that he will take to ensure that small businesses 
are protected from fraudulent activity (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Carol Nolan. [41940/22]

*316. To ask the Minister for Finance if a response will issue to concerns raised by an organisation 
(details supplied) in respect of capital acquisition tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Fergus O’Dowd. [41968/22]

*317. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will request the Pensions Authority to reconsider 
its approach to one-person pension arrangements and extend the deadline for compliance with 
EU IOPR II Directive to January 2023; if his Department, the Revenue Commissioners and the 
Department of Social Protection will work together to ensure that the PRSA changes, vis a vis 
the current one-member arrangements are made in the Finance Act 2023 given that without the 
necessary flexibility providers and customers are facing a catastrophic situation, especially those 
with no other realistic alternative for their savings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Réada Cronin. [41969/22]

*318. To ask the Minister for Finance the communications that he or his Department had with 
a bank (details supplied) prior to its announcement of plans to remove cash, cheque and ATM 
facilities from 70 of its branches; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. 
[42000/22]

*319. To ask the Minister for Finance if he was informed of the intention of a bank (details 
supplied) to remove all cash services from a number of its branches prior to the announcement; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pa Daly. [42006/22]

*320. To ask the Minister for Finance when he was informed of the decision by a bank (details 
supplied) to remove cash services from 70 branches throughout the country; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42042/22]

*321. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will examine the VAT rate associated to the purchase 
and repair of bicycles, cargo bikes and e-bikes; if he will consider reducing the rate to the lowest 
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possible level under European Union guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Steven Matthews. [42064/22]

*322. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will examine the VAT rate associated with the 
purchase and installation of solar panels, heat pumps and other equipment used to create renewable 
energy in homes; if he will consider reducing the rate to the lowest possible level under European 
Union guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [42069/22]

*323. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will respond to concerns raised by a company (details 
supplied) in respect of the possible implications of changes in benefit-in-kind. (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42076/22]

*324. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost of index linking tax bands to 
inflation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [42164/22]

*325. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost of index linking the existing 
tax bands to inflation in Budget 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard 
Boyd Barrett. [42165/22]

*326. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will reconsider the approach to one member pensions 
schemes; if he will extend the deadline for at least six months from the 1 July 2022 to 1 January 
2023 for compliance with institutions for occupational retirement pensions (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42170/22]

*327. To ask the Minister for Finance if he has considered implementing financial incentives for 
the purchasing of e-cargo bikes as is common in many European countries; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [42206/22]

*328. To ask the Minister for Finance the reason a benefit-in-kind tax has been introduced on 
electric vehicles that are purchased by employers for their employees on the value over €36k and 
the original market price and on EV’s that were purchased in previous years which may act as a 
disincentive for people to switch to EVs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
Kehoe. [42246/22]

*329. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding 
VRT and VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42248/22]

*330. To ask the Minister for Finance if Budget 2023 will include a package of temporary 
financial supports for independent food retailers and small supermarkets in order to assist such 
retailers in meeting increased energy costs. — Eoin Ó Broin. [42256/22]

*331. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of landlords that have signed-up to a tax 
relief scheme for rented residential accommodation for third level students under section 50 of the 
Finance Act 2021; and the way that the Revenue Commissioners check properties to ensure that 
they have 20 beds or more as per the rules of the scheme. — Paul Murphy. [42265/22]

*332. To ask the Minister for Finance the details of his Department’s plans to support pubs 
across Ireland as bank branches close considering that a significant portion of sales continue to be 
carried out through cash which makes pubs a target for crime and increased transport costs; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42267/22]
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*333. To ask the Minister for Finance his Department’s plans to support businesses that 
continue to depend on cash customers and that must travel long distances to deposit cash given the 
considerable increases in transport costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm 
Burke. [42268/22]

*334. To ask the Minister for Finance the details of the action that his Department will take to 
encourage the opening of new bank branches in towns that have one or no bank branch given that 
it weakens the commercial infrastructure of communities; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Colm Burke. [42269/22]

*335. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on his engagement with other 
Member States and with the banking industry in relation to the European Council recommendation 
on the conversion of hryvnia banknotes into euros for the benefit of persons fleeing the war in 
Ukraine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [42279/22]

*336. To ask the Minister for Finance the total number of primary medical certificate applications 
that are currently submitted awaiting assessment; the expected length of time to clear the backlog; 
the length of time that applicants can expect to wait for a decision on same; if a new board has been 
appointed since the mass resignation of the board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Fergus O’Dowd. [42346/22]

*337. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the situation regarding the appointment of 
members to a new Medical Board of Appeals with regard to the scheme under the Disabled Drivers 
and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Michael Creed. [42402/22]

*338. To ask the Minister for Finance if inheritance tax thresholds for childless couples (details 
supplied) will be increased in Budget 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Brendan Griffin. [42403/22]

*339. To ask the Minister for Finance the total value of VRT relief provided for electric vehicles 
in each of the value ranges in 2021, in tabular form (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [42425/22]

*340. To ask the Minister for Finance if consideration will be given to increasing the group C 
and group B capital acquisition tax inheritance tax thresholds to support those whose next of kin 
are not their own children and ensure that a higher tax free threshold applies to these inheritances; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42433/22]

*341. To ask the Minister for Finance if the regulation which limits agricultural relief on capital 
acquisitions tax to land where solar panels constitute less than 50% of the holding will be removed 
in order that there will be no restriction in this regard; if land and holdings that constitute up to 
100% will qualify, in order to assist in meeting Ireland’s renewable targets; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42434/22]

*342. To ask the Minister for Finance the way that victims of credit card fraud that has affected 
their credit rating can have their credit rating rectified. — Louise O’Reilly. [42508/22]

*343. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will abolish the universal social charge for persons on 
modest private pensions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [42512/22]
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*344. To ask the Minister for Finance if it is open to local authorities to issue municipal bonds; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [42513/22]

*345. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of complaints that have been received by the 
Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman pertaining to the exit of banks (details supplied) to 
date by month and by bank in tabular form; the number of additional staff that the Financial Services 
and Pensions Ombudsman has hired during this same period; if he satisfied that the Ombudsman is 
adequately resourced and staffed to deal with any potential increase in the volume of complaints as 
a result of banks exiting the Irish banking sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Ged Nash. [42549/22]

*346. To ask the Minister for Finance the rationale for imposing a rate of 23% VAT on dog and 
other domestic pet grooming services given that other veterinary services are taxed at different 
rates; and if it is intended to harmonise rates for the sector. — Ivana Bacik. [42550/22]

*347. To ask the Minister for Finance if the offices of the Revenue Commissioners will reopen to 
the public for in-person consultations; if so, when they will reopen; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [42573/22]

*348. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of instances in which a bank (details supplied) 
has investigated bank officials across the sector in respect of accessing customer data and information 
for purposes that were not official and or valid in the past five years to date in 2022, in tabular form; 
the number of prosecutions and or litigations that have arisen from those investigations; if any bank 
has been fined for breaches of customer privacy; and if so, the amount that has been realised from 
those fines. — Catherine Murphy. [42574/22]

*349. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated cost to the Exchequer of removing stamp 
duty applied to ATM withdrawals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. 
[42577/22]

*350. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that would be raised by extending 
the 1% stamp duty on the purchase of shares to all share buy-backs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42578/22]

*351. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated additional revenue that would be raised from 
removing the current VAT exemption for private schooling; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Ged Nash. [42579/22]

*352. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated additional revenue that would be raised from 
increasing the rate of capital gains tax to 40% for persons earning over €250,000 and €500,000 
respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42580/22]

*353. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated additional revenue that would be raised from 
a 1% surcharge on all taxable income above €250,000, €500,000 and €1 million respectively in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42581/22]

*354. To ask the Minister for Finance if he has considered options to secure cashback without 
a purchase; if this is possible under current European Union regulations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [42602/22]
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*355. To ask the Minister for Finance his views on a matter raised in correspondence by a person 
(details supplied) in relation to student accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Griffin. [42617/22]

*356. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will introduce penalties on student accommodation 
providers that availed of tax breaks to construct complexes and changed the use of the complex 
after construction (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Griffin. [42621/22]

*357. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will maintain the 12.5c excise reduction rate in 
Budget 2023 in order to assist the Irish road haulage and transport sector; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42639/22]

*358. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will support measures aimed at tackling the increased 
cost of AdBlue Reliefs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42640/22]

*359. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will retain and enhance the diesel rebate scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42642/22]

*360. To ask the Minister for Finance if he plans to reform the taxation of HVO and Biofuel for 
HGVs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42644/22]

*361. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will advise on a matter raised in correspondence 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [42668/22]

*362. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will confirm the arrangements in place for employees 
who worked full-time during the pandemic where their employer was in receipt of a wage subsidy 
and topped up the employee’s wage to their normal full-time wage and are now faced with a tax 
bill for unpaid tax during this period; if the liability is for the employer or the worker; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [42706/22]

*363. To ask the Minister for Finance the changes that he is planning to introduce for benefit-in-
kind on company cars which will be calculated with reference to CO2 emissions from January 2023 
onwards; if he has examined the impact this will have on rural companies and employees where the 
range of electric vehicles cannot meet the distances that some employees are required to travel on 
a daily basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [42714/22]

*364. To ask the Minister for Finance the status of the compliance programme for the employment 
wage subsidy scheme; the number of employers that have been inspected; the number of cases 
requiring further investigation; the number of employers that have been sanctioned; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42725/22]

*365. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on the tax liabilities issued to 
workers whose employer wrongly availed of the temporary wage subsidy scheme; the number of 
firms and workers affected respectively; the total tax repayment by workers in such circumstances 
and the average tax liability issued per worker; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Ged Nash. [42726/22]

*366. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of employers that availed of the temporary 
Covid-19 wage subsidy scheme and the employment wage subsidy scheme that have been contacted 
by the Revenue Commissioners regarding repayments; the total amount of repayments due from 
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employers under each scheme; and the total amount collected to date in tabular form. — Ged Nash. 
[42727/22]

*367. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on dividend withholding 
tax returns filed by temporary Covid-19 wage subsidy scheme and the employment wage subsidy 
scheme claimant companies in respect of distributions made in 2021 and to date in 2022; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42728/22]

*368. To ask the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question No. 74 of 28 April 
2022, the number of companies that availed of the temporary Covid-19 wage subsidy scheme and 
the employment wage subsidy scheme that filed dividend withholding tax returns; the number 
of companies in receipt of State support that filed DWT returns; the total gross subsidy payment 
received by companies that filed DWT returns; the number of companies to date which have fully 
or partially returned subsidies and the total amount returned; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Ged Nash. [42729/22]

*369. To ask the Minister for Finance the status of the compliance programme for the Covid-19 
restrictions support scheme; the number of employers that have been inspected; the number of 
cases requiring further investigation; the number of employers that have been sanctioned; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42730/22]

*370. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of companies that availed of the Covid-19 
restrictions support scheme which subsequently filed dividend withholding tax returns; the number 
of companies in receipt of State support that filed DWT returns; the total gross subsidy payment 
received by companies that filed DWT returns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Ged Nash. [42731/22]

*371. To ask the Minister for Finance when a new medical appeals board will be appointed 
following the resignation of the previous board in November 2021 given that there is a backlog of 
appeals to be heard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Kelly. [42736/22]

*372. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of new properties brought within the scope of 
local property tax charges in 2022; and local property tax yield from same. — Catherine Murphy. 
[42817/22]

*373. To ask the Minister for Finance the totality of grant-aid and or subsidy provided to each 
local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. 
[42827/22]

*374. To ask the Minister for Finance if dog grooming can qualify for the reduced VAT rate 
permitted under Annex III of the VAT Directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Jim O’Callaghan. [43346/22]

*375. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will provide any work undertaken in respect of 
forecasting revenue realised from the collection of local property tax in future years. — Catherine 
Murphy. [42840/22]

*376. To ask the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to the current issue 
that business owners face concerning their single member scheme, personal retirement savings 
accounts; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that currently the Pensions Authority Regulator 
is warning business owners that they will face prosecution if they continue using their current 
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pension schemes as under IORP II governance rules, from 1 July 2022 and that their old single-
member schemes are no longer compliant with guidelines; the alternative that will be put in place 
by the Government to assist these business owners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Lowry. [42873/22]

*377. To ask the Minister for Finance if it is the policy of his Department to support the 
competitiveness of the tourism sector through the retention of the 9% VAT rate until full recovery 
is secured; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42951/22]

*378. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will support policy measures to ensure that car hire 
supply can be increased by the restoration of the repayment of VAT on vehicle registration tax; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42952/22]

*379. To ask the Minister for Finance his plans to assist those earning between €20,000 and 
€30,000 to deal with the cost-of-living crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Catherine Connolly. [43015/22]

*380. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the date that all outstanding liabilities 
were paid for 2019 and 2020 in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [43052/22]

*381. To ask the Minister for Finance when the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal will 
be in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [43058/22]

*382. To ask the Minister for Finance if provisions will be prioritised in Budget 2023 for the 
removal of VAT from defibrillators as requested in a pre-Budget submission by an organisation 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [43062/22]

*383. To ask the Minister for Finance if an appeal by a person will be reviewed (details supplied); 
the status of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [43066/22]

*384. To ask the Minister for Finance if the Government will introduce a new short-time work 
furlough scheme based on the principles of the employment wage subsidy scheme to maintain 
manufacturing jobs at risk of being lost as a result of escalating gas prices, especially in view of the 
risk to all of the jobs at companies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Ged Nash. [43090/22]

*385. To ask the Minister for Finance the expenses paid to Ministerial advisers in his Department 
in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43156/22]

*386. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will waiver the taxation treatment that currently 
applies when portions of land are sold or leased to the ESB for the purposes of installing pylons 
in order to provide an incentive to farmers and landowners, owing to the requirement for Ireland 
to rapidly upgrade and enhance its national electricity grid infrastructure; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Cathal Crowe. [43163/22]

*387. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated additional yield that would be generated if 
the spirits retailers on-licence fee increased from €3,805 to €5,000 where the annual turnover is 
excess of €1.270m based on 2019 figures. — Catherine Murphy. [43187/22]
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*388. To ask the Minister for Finance the additional yield that would be generated if the spirits 
retailers on-licence fee increased from €2,535 to €2,900 where the annual turnover is between 
€952,500 but under €1.270m based on 2019 figures. — Catherine Murphy. [43188/22]

*389. To ask the Minister for Finance the steps that he is taking to address the fact that Irish 
mortgage rates remain the second highest in the eurozone; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Neale Richmond. [43268/22]

*390. To ask the Minister for Finance the measures that he is putting in place for single PAYE 
workers without dependents to alleviate the increased cost-of-living challenges for this cohort; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [43298/22]

*391. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update on the collection of data on 
vacancy levels with a view to introducing a new vacant property tax to ensure that empty properties 
are used under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43333/22]

*392. To ask the Minister for Finance the engagement that he has had with the Minister 
for Education on the matter of school transport since June 2022; and if he will publish any 
correspondence shared with the Minister for Education on same. — Sean Sherlock. [43355/22]

*393. To ask the Minister for Finance the amount that his Department has spent on advertising 
on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent per platform; and the campaigns per 
platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43374/22]

*394. To ask the Minister for Finance if consideration will be given to providing refundable 
tax credits to owner occupiers whose buildings have been affected by defective workmanship, in 
response to the report on defective homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim 
O’Callaghan. [43387/22]

*395. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of extending the VAT rate reduction for 
the tourism and hospitality sectors until 31 August 2023. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [43406/22]

*396. To ask the Minister for Finance the reason that the VAT rate for concrete is lower than that 
for building products generally. — Eoin Ó Broin. [43453/22]

*397. To ask the Minister for Finance if there is a legal requirement or a way to ensure that 
in cases in which persons who are switching car insurance providers that the company which a 
customer has been using must provide a no claims bonus certificate in full to the new insurance 
supplier; and if not, if he will consider making this a legal requirement. — Paul Murphy. [43466/22]

*398. To ask the Minister for Finance if a person is eligible to apply for the help to buy scheme 
as a single applicant if they share tax credits with a spouse. — Thomas Gould. [43492/22]

*399. To ask the Minister for Finance the details on the total amounts of monies awarded to 
Louth County Council by his Department in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, 
in tabular form; if he will seek details on the total monies drawn down and spent by Louth County 
Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total monies that were returned 
to his Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43519/22]
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*400. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will consider introducing tax relief for those who 
have full-time jobs but who also wish to work part-time in hospitality in order to alleviate the 
problem in attracting staff into the hospitality sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Jim O’Callaghan. [43579/22]

*401. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of applications for the help-to-buy scheme; 
the number of approvals for the scheme; the drawdowns for the scheme for each year since the 
scheme was launched with monetary amounts for each category in tabular form. — Eoin Ó Broin. 
[43634/22]

*402. To ask the Minister for Finance if there are plans to change the VAT rate for green diesel 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [43660/22]

*403. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will introduce a tax relief for the purchase of 
spectacles and glasses, separate to the existing PRSI scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Seán Haughey. [43729/22]

*404. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will examine a matter for a person (details supplied) 
regarding benefit-in-kind. — Sean Sherlock. [43744/22]

*405. To ask the Minister for Finance the steps that he is taking to address the rates of interests 
charged by money-lending companies. — Holly Cairns. [43795/22]

*406. To ask the Minister for Finance the steps that he is taking to ensure that individuals and 
families affected by the cost-of-living crisis are facilitated engaging with licenced and regulated 
bodies for the provision of loans and credit. — Holly Cairns. [43796/22]

*407. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will examine the impact of changes in the Finance 
Act 2022, in relation to section 31E of the Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999 (as amended) 
which introduced an increased rate of 10% stamp duty on multiple purchases of housing units; 
the impact of this change on home reversion products which seek to help elderly persons remain 
in their home in situations in which they have fallen into mortgage arrears and so on; if he will 
consider amending the Act to allow for persons to continue to avail of such help and such products; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [43837/22]

*408. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will address the case of a person (details supplied) 
regarding rent a room relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. 
[43925/22]

*409. To ask the Minister for Finance if the rebate for the disabled drivers and passengers scheme 
will be increased (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Griffin. [43928/22]

*410. To ask the Minister for Finance the reason that a bag of smokeless coal has doubled in 
price (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [43932/22]

*411. To ask the Minister for Finance if tax credits will be introduced for persons who are 
required to spend money remediating defects in apartments constructed prior to 1990; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [43970/22]
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*412. To ask the Minister for Finance the action that is being taken to alleviate the pressure in 
terms of high insurance costs for early childhood care and education scheme childcare providers. 
— Paul Murphy. [43973/22]

*413. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will ensure that no registration taxation changes on 
vehicles will be implemented in Budget 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael Healy-Rae. [43980/22]

*414. To ask the Minister for Finance the current status of the Disabled Drivers Medical Board 
of Appeal; if a new board has been appointed; if so, if the board has commenced hearing the 
backlog of appeals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [43994/22]

*415. To ask the Minister for Finance if a person is liable to pay the pension levy on a private 
pension; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44014/22]

*416. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will consider amending the bike-to-work scheme 
as part of the Budget 2023 process to allow more cohorts access the scheme, including the self-
employed and retired persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cormac Devlin. 
[44054/22]

*417. To ask the Minister for Finance if the threshold for capital acquisitions tax is being 
reviewed ahead of Budget 2023. — Niamh Smyth. [44159/22]

*418. To ask the Minister for Finance the actions that have been taken by his Department 
pursuant to the 2019 judgment by the Court of Justice of the European Union in joined cases 
(details supplied); the amount of aid money which has been recovered to date as a result of this 
judgment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44200/22]

*419. To ask the Minister for Finance the amount that a worker can put into a pension savings 
plan with relief from income tax; the amount which their employer can put in on their behalf 
with relief from tax on business income; and if this varies with different types of pension plan. — 
Richard Bruton. [44203/22]

*420. To ask the Minister for Finance the current status of the age exemption limit in the income 
tax code; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [44204/22]

*421. To ask the Minister for Finance if he will waive the €30 stamp duty that has been imposed 
on customers of banks (details supplied) who must close their accounts and move to another 
provider particularly in circumstances in which the stamp duty is not due to be paid for several 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [44231/22]

*422. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated cost in 2023 of reducing the second rate of 
USC from two to 0.5 percent together with increasing the upper band limit for this proposed second 
rate of USC from €21,295 to €24,133. — Pearse Doherty. [44245/22]

*423. To ask the Minister for Finance the amount of revenue that was raised by the carbon tax 
on each of the following in 2021; natural gas, bags of coal, peat briquettes and home heating oil; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [44286/22]
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*424. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated general Government balance for 2022 and 
2023 respectively, given the improved revenue intake relative to profile in the recently published 
August fiscal monitor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [44291/22]

*425. To ask the Minister for Finance if his Department will publish the White Paper estimate of 
receipts and expenditure in early September 2022 in the interests of budgetary transparency; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [44292/22]

*426. To ask the Minister for Finance the funding allocated towards economic crime and 
financial fraud in each of the years from 2014 to 2021 and to date in 2022; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [44293/22]

*427. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated cost in 2023 of not increasing the rate of 
carbon tax on 12 October 2022, 1 May 2023 and 12 October 2023, relative to the revenue baseline 
for 2023 implicit in the Summer Economic Statement. — Pearse Doherty. [44294/22]

*428. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated cost in 2023 of not increasing the rate of 
carbon tax applied to petrol, diesel and home heating oil on 12 October 2022, 1 May 2023 and 12 
October 2023, relative to the revenue baseline implicit in the Summer Economic Statement. — 
Pearse Doherty. [44295/22]

*429. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated total excise rates i.e. mineral oil tax applicable 
to petrol, diesel and home heating oil in 2023, implicit in the Summer Economic Statement, given 
its impact on carbon tax revenue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. 
[44296/22]

*430. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated number and percentage of taxpayer units who 
would benefit from an increase in the standard rate cut-off point; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [44297/22]

*431. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of individualised gross incomes across the 
income distribution for 2019 net; the number of individuals in receipt of working-age social welfare 
payments and the State pension; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. 
[44298/22]

*432. To ask the Minister for Finance if the living cities initiative is going to be extended past 
31 December 2022. — Holly Cairns. [44310/22]

*433. To ask the Minister for Finance if the individualised gross income distributions published 
by the Revenue Commissioners issued on 30 July 2018 and last modified on 12 April 2022, includes 
all persons in receipt of social welfare payments, including the State pension; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [44344/22]

*434. To ask the Minister for Finance the tax expenditures and reliefs that are due to expire at the 
end of 2022; and the estimated cost of extending each to the end of 2023, in tabular form. — Pearse 
Doherty. [44351/22]

*435. To ask the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of applying a zero-rate of VAT to non-
oral medicines, disaggregated by non-oral medicine type; if zero rates can be applied to individual 
non-oral medicine types; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. 
[44352/22]
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Chun an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe: To the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform.

*436. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 33 of 25 May 2022, if he will provide a reply including the acreage of lands maintained by the 
OPW that are designated as bio-diverse areas. — Catherine Murphy. [42052/22]

*437. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his Department will install public 
water dispensers in the War Memorial Gardens, the Royal Hospital Kilmainham and the Phoenix 
Park recognising the great public benefit they will bring along with a correspondent reduction in 
plastic consumption. — Patrick Costello. [42070/22]

*438. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status of Bunadober Mill, 
County Mayo; and his plans for further works with a view to opening a public amenity at the site. 
— Catherine Murphy. [42193/22]

*439. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the amount of money sanctioned 
by the Office of Public Works for coastal erosion works at Leenane, County Galway; the progress 
made with this project to date; the reason work has not yet commenced on it; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42232/22]

*440. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will report on the discussions 
between the OPW and Meath County Council in respect of progressing proposals for additional 
flood relief works as identified by the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
Programme. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42270/22]

*441. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will provide an update on the 
future use of St. Laurence’s Gate, Drogheda (details supplied); if costings and feasibility reports 
have been completed in respect of opening the landmark for public tours to encourage tourism into 
the town centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42316/22]

*442. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the current status in relation to the 
long-term plans for the historic Westgate House on Narrow West Street in Drogheda, County Louth; 
if he will confirm whether the legal paperwork and all other processes to transfer the property to 
Louth County Council have been completed; the total cost of the transfer and any other relevant 
details; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42317/22]

*443. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of public servants 
currently working from home; the extent to which adequate technology has been provided to enable 
such persons to fully undertake and complete their responsibilities; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42377/22]

*444. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if discussions are expected on the 
actions that the Government will take regarding to ease the burden on middle class families who are 
struggling to put food on the table and to pay their energy bills along with other unforeseen daily 
costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard O’Donoghue. [42389/22]

*445. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason that Kilmainham gate 
in the War Memorial Gardens Inchicore is locked at night while the Islandbridge and Ballyfermot 
gates are open 24/7; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [42415/22]
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*446. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cost of the modular units being 
installed in Dara Park, Newbridge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[42525/22]

*447. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the measures that can be taken to 
assist a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-
Rae. [42537/22]

*448. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the steps he intends taking to 
ensure, in view of the enormous deficits in infrastructure, that the total capital allocation to all 
Departments for 2022 is spent particularly as the capital expenditure to the end of July 2022 was 
€694 million or 17% behind profile; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [42629/22]

*449. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when a pension for a person 
(details supplied) will be awarded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. 
[42672/22]

*450. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the estimated cost to the Exchequer 
of waiving entrance fees to all OPW sites for students and young adult Transport for Ireland Leap 
card holders; the estimated cost to the Exchequer of waiving entrance fees for students and young 
adult TFI Leap card holders to include those under 26 years respectively; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42721/22]

*451. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the opportunities that there are 
for building companies to tender for the construction of the new modular homes for Ukrainian 
refugees and most specifically, the opportunities that exist to tender for the construction of the 60 
new modular homes which are set to be built in Thurles, County Tipperary; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [42812/22]

*452. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the totality of grant-aid and or 
subsidy provided to each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details supplied). 
— Catherine Murphy. [42833/22]

*453. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will provide an update on 
the development plans for Drogheda Garda station; if he will provide the overall details on the 
plans; the estimated costs of the plans; the projected date of commencement; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42914/22]

*454. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the expenses paid to Ministerial 
advisers in his Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43159/22]

*455. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of companies that 
applied for the contract to provide restaurant services at Dublin Castle at the last tender process; and 
when the next tender process for this service is next scheduled. — Catherine Murphy. [43195/22]

*456. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the date on which retired public 
sector workers received their pension increases in line with the pay increases received by their 
peers in employment (details supplied) and the increased pension related expenditure paid out on 
that date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [43227/22]
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*457. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will identify the relevant 
Statutory Instruments and the relevant sections which deal with procurement (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [43292/22]

*458. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the engagement that he has had 
with the Minister for Education on the matter of school transport since June 2022; and if he will 
publish any correspondence shared with the Minister for Education on same. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43361/22]

*459. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the amount that his Department 
has spent on advertising on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent per platform; 
and the campaigns per platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43380/22]

*460. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the spouse’s, widow’s and 
orphan’s pensions for pre and post-1995 retired State employee pensioners are calculated the same 
way; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [43507/22]

*461. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the details on the total amounts of 
monies awarded to Louth County Council by his Department in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and 
to date in 2022, in tabular form; if he will seek details on the total monies drawn down and spent by 
Louth County Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total monies that 
were returned to his Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43525/22]

*462. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will provide an update on 
the approval for an increase in the pensions and deferred pensions for members of the An Post 
Superannuation Scheme by 2% per annum; if he will provide an update on the timeline for the 
agreed pension increase; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43555/22]

*463. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the necessary funding will be 
secured to provide wheelchair accessibility for members of the public entering the public office 
to Mountjoy Garda station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. 
[43578/22]

*464. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will provide the dwellings and 
habitable structures in the ownership of the Office of Public Works in the Phoenix Park in tabular 
form; if he will identify whether those dwellings or habitable structures are currently occupied; the 
basis under which they are allocated; any rent received; and the basis for same. — Neasa Hourigan. 
[43612/22]

*465. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if there is a general requirement 
across the public service that there must be a fallback paper-based option for access to public 
services for those who are not computer literate. — Richard Bruton. [43653/22]

*466. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will reinstate extended 
Covid leave with pay for teachers who contracted long-Covid from working in a Covid-19 exposed 
environment such as special education teachers working with unmasked children; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [43751/22]

*467. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status of access at a site (details 
supplied) in County Cork. — Sean Sherlock. [43815/22]
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*468. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will immediately make funds 
available to hire more school bus drivers once the relevant Minister agrees to lift the ban on school 
bus drivers over the age of 70 in order to make more school transport bus drivers available. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43938/22]

*469. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the pay increases under the 
public sector pay deal will be extended to the pensions of retired public servants; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [43957/22]

*470. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status of the flood relief works 
for Glanmire, Cork city. — Sean Sherlock. [44001/22]

*471. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the total amount collected by way 
of dividend from commercial semi-State companies in each of the past five years to date by amount 
and company in tabular form; the policy in respect of dividend payments to the Exchequer from 
commercial semi-State bodies; the way in which dividends are redistributed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [44044/22]

*472. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the estimated cost of bringing 
Houses of the Oireachtas staff employed under the scheme for secretarial assistance under the 
terms of Building for Momentum, including the recent pay deal, by grade in tabular form; if he 
will consider offering these staff a similar package while historical negotiations continue given the 
impact of inflation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cormac Devlin. [44056/22]

*473. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the opening hours of the 
National Botanic Gardens of Ireland, Glasnevin, can be extended given that they are very restrictive 
especially in summer months; if he will engage with the Office of Public Works in relation to same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44185/22]

*474. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the steps that he is taking to ensure 
the implementation of a pensions’ agreement from a semi-State body (details supplied). — Holly 
Cairns. [44315/22]

*475. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of full-time qualified 
stonemasons employed by the OPW as of 1 January 2021 and 26 August 2022, in tabular form. — 
Claire Kerrane. [44341/22]

Chun an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán: To the Minister for 
Tourism, Culture; Arts; Gaeltacht; Sport and Media.

*476. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if a series of 
matters raised in correspondence (details supplied) in relation to sustained and sustainable funding 
of An Taibhdhearc, the National Irish Language Theatre will be examined; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [41967/22]

*477. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media when the 
Stakeholders Consultative Group to advise on the implementation of the Future of the Media 
Commission report will be set; if an organisation (details supplied) will be represented on the 
group; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42110/22]
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*478. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media further to 
the letter submitted to the Chief Executive in June 2022, if Louth County Council have proposed 
Drogheda as a suitable location for the new Night-Time Economy Pilot Programme (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42275/22]

*479. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if she will 
engage with inbound tour operators in respect of the shortfall in tourist designated accommodation 
for the year end 2022 and 2023 season. — Catherine Murphy. [42353/22]

*480. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the mechanism 
that will be used to roll-out further pop-up swimming pools; the way that communities and schools 
can apply for funding for same. — John Lahart. [42482/22]

*481. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if she will 
commit to multi-annual funding for An Taibhdhearc, the National Irish Language Theatre; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [42510/22]

*482. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the reason that 
capital spending under her vote group is -41% to date in 2022; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [42531/22]

*483. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán 
an bhfuil i gceist aici Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge a leasú le go mbeidh deontas ar fáil do na 
coláistí sean-bhunaithe a bhíodh ag fáil deontas ón Roinn Oideachais, ag cur san áireamh an titim 
atá i líon na leapacha atá ar fáil sna coláistí sa nGaeltacht; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. 
— Éamon Ó Cuív. [42562/22]

*484. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if she or officials 
in her Department have engaged with a union (details supplied) regarding its recent decision to 
support reserving access to female only teams and games to persons who are biologically female; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42652/22]

*485. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if it is the 
policy of her Department to support the preservation of female sports as activities reserved to 
those who are biological females; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. 
[42653/22]

*486. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if she will 
provide a schedule of online influencers, journalists and online media personalities used by 
Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland from 1 January 2022 to date in August 2022; the costs of each 
engagement; the project and or context which each personality was used in; and if she will provide 
a schedule of the planned use of same for the remainder of 2022. — Catherine Murphy. [42705/22]

*487. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the plans that 
the Government has in place to improve swimming pools in County Kerry (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42735/22]

*488. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the totality of 
grant-aid and or subsidy provided to each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 
(details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. [42837/22]
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*489. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the number of 
staff who work in the RTÉ archive department. — Patrick Costello. [42859/22]

*490. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the policy 
measures that she is adopting to maintain tourism investment to support the marketing of Ireland 
through sustainability, digitisation, careers and skills and business support; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42953/22]

*491. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the policy 
measures that her Department is taking to address labour shortfalls in the tourism sector specifically 
measures relating to enhancing career awareness; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Carol Nolan. [42955/22]

*492. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the expenses 
paid to Ministerial advisers in her Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 
2022, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43162/22]

*493. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the number of 
applications that appealed a refusal for the Sports Capital Grant; and the number that were refused 
by county in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43249/22]

*494. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if any assistance 
may be available to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Niall Collins. [43301/22]

*495. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if she will 
provide an update on a new short-term lettings regulation through a Fáilte Ireland registration 
system under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43315/22]

*496. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the amount 
that her Department has spent on advertising on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the 
amount spent per platform; and the campaigns per platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43383/22]

*497. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the status of 
the repatriation of the remains of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [43460/22]

*498. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the details on 
the total amounts of monies awarded to Louth County Council by her Department in each of the 
years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; if she will seek details on the total monies 
drawn down and spent by Louth County Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not 
spent, the total monies that were returned to her Department respectively over the same years in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43529/22]

*499. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media her views on 
the effect of anti-social behaviour on tourism in central Dublin; and if she has corresponded with 
the Minister for Justice on the matter. — Ivana Bacik. [43558/22]
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*500. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if funding 
will be provided to a business (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Brendan Griffin. [43676/22]

*501. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the breakdown 
of the number of applicants for the basic income for the arts pilot scheme by application stream. — 
Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [44032/22]

*502. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if she plans to 
weight the participants selected for the basic income for the arts pilot scheme proportional to the 
art forms of total applicants. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [44033/22]

*503. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media when her 
attention or that of the officials in her Department was drawn to the fact that the National Indoor 
Athletics Training Centre at Abbotstown was to be used for emergency refugee accommodation; if 
consideration had been given to the disruption that this decision would cause to clubs that depend 
on access to the facilities; the alternatives that are being put in place for those who normally train 
at Abbotstown; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [44083/22]

*504. To ask the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media if she will 
provide the most recent data on the level of Údarás na Gaeltachta-supported jobs by county; the 
number of additional jobs created since the formation of the Government in tabular form; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [44105/22]

*505. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán 
cén líon fostaithe atá ag cliant-chomhlachtaí de chuid Údarás na Gaeltachta, i bhfoirm tábla do na 
contaetha éagsúla; cén líon fostaithe a cruthaíodh ó Shamhradh 2020; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas 
ina thaobh. — Aindrias Moynihan. [44355/22]

Chun an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta: To the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage.

*506. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the current interest 
rate charged on a local authority home loan; the way that it is adjusted as European Central Bank-
sanctioned interest rates changes; and the equivalent monthly charges per €1,000 borrowed on a 
30-year loan. — Richard Bruton. [44205/22]

*507. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the extra charge on a 
local authority loan to cover mortgage protection; if this is subject to change; and the equivalent 
monthly charge per €1,000 borrowed on a 30-year loan. — Richard Bruton. [44206/22]

*508. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the zoos that were 
inspected in each of the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia 
Ryan. [44334/22]

*509. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will make inspection 
reports on zoos available online; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[44335/22]

*510. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will confirm whether 
his Department consulted the European Commission on all amendments to the Electoral Reform 
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Bill 2022 including the last amendments introduced in Seanad Éireann in July 2022 including the 
new part V of the Bill on disinformation. — Eoin Ó Broin. [41935/22]

*511. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if, given the high prices 
of regular family homes and the lack of such properties, the new first-time-buyers scheme will be 
extended in bands to address the high threshold prices and in scope to also include second-hand 
homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41955/22]

*512. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service will schedule works (details supplied) for completion in September 2022; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [42015/22]

*513. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will address a 
matter (details supplied) in relation to derelict houses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Healy-Rae. [42016/22]

*514. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will amend the 
rules of the vacant property refurbishment grant to include vacant and derelict houses in rural areas 
with a population of less than 400; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. 
[42054/22]

*515. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide 
funding for South Dublin County Council to reopen the caravan loan scheme given that SDCC had 
to prioritise the loans provided due to the high volume of applicants; if he agrees that this proves 
the need for the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [42055/22]

*516. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will report on the 
progress with regard to fixed track ceiling hoists being funded under local authority housing grants; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pa Daly. [42074/22]

*517. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will report on the 
number of meetings that his Department had with the Department of Health and or the HSE in 2022 
to discuss funding and the provision of fixed track ceiling hoists under a grant scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Pa Daly. [42075/22]

*518. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will review the cap 
of €250,000 for County Cavan as part of the first home buyer’s scheme; if he will review a case 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [42117/22]

*519. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will extend the 
recent amendment to increase the single HAP rate to the couples’ rate to existing HAP tenancies; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [42124/22]

*520. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 760 of 26 July 2022, if he will provide the number of houses bought by each council 
for the amounts listed in the table; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd 
Barrett. [42146/22]

*521. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of part V 
homes purchased by each local authority over the past two years; the average cost of each home; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [42163/22]
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*522. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the status of the work 
that his Department has undertaken on reform of the electoral system for Seanad Éireann vocational 
panels from the period December 2020 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Thomas Pringle. [42168/22]

*523. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when he will publish the 
full report into An Bord Pleanála that he received on 27 July 2022. — Sean Sherlock. [42192/22]

*524. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide 
information on the proposed grant for refurbishing derelict properties to be announced in September 
2022; if a person is eligible for the grant if they applied and obtained a mortgage before the grant 
is open for applications in September (details supplied); if a person can still apply for the grant at 
a later date if they have already drawn down on their mortgage and have commenced work; if this 
grant will be open to those who are already existing home owners; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Peter Fitzpatrick. [42207/22]

*525. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the procedure for a 
homeowner whose building is affected by Mica or Pyrite; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Niall Collins. [42209/22]

*526. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of vacant 
and derelict houses estimated to exist in the countryside outside of towns and villages of over 500 
people; if he intends creating a new scheme to provide grants of up to €30,000 for the refurbishment 
of vacant houses in the countryside, as first homes for applicants and €50,000 for the refurbishment 
of derelict houses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42235/22]

*527. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide a 
tabular report on the new housing units delivered by both Clare County Council and Approved 
Housing Bodies in County Clare over the past five years including their locations, house, apartment 
type and cost of delivery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [42242/22]

*528. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he intends to expand 
the vacant property refurbishment grant to houses in rural areas or whether he intends to provide 
for a new grant scheme for vacant and derelict houses outside of towns and villages; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [42262/22]

*529. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide a report 
on progress in relation to the new €50 million scheme established under the National Development 
Plan to target wastewater collection and treatment needs of villages and settlements without access 
to public wastewater services indicating when he expects an outcome to the application process; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [42290/22]

*530. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide details 
on discussions which have taken place between his Department and Louth County Council in 
respect of progressing the northern cross route project under the urban regeneration development 
fund since its most recent unsuccessful appeal due to its significant transport infrastructure related 
elements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42321/22]

*531. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the expected timeline 
for when Louth County Council will conclude the site acquisition for the new and much needed 
Dunleer Fire Station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42336/22]



4026

*532. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide details 
of recent meetings with Louth County Council and or his Department to progress the Narrow 
Water Bridge project; the current status of the project; the funding that has been provided to date; 
the projected overall cost; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. 
[42341/22]

*533. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide a 
comprehensive update and current position regarding drinking water (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [42358/22]

*534. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will add the 
clematis vitalba plant known colloquially as old man’s beard to the national inventory of invasive 
plant species; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cathal Crowe. [42395/22]

*535. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if social housing income 
thresholds in County Kerry will be immediately increased to help families that are struggling with 
huge rent increases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [42412/22]

*536. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will respond to 
concerns raised in respect of the first home scheme and the participation of local authorities (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42413/22]

*537. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if carer’s allowance 
payments will be removed from the income assessment for social housing applicants; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [42414/22]

*538. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on legislation being prepared to give effect to the commitment in the Climate Action Plan 
to ban the installation of fossil fuel boilers in new homes by 2023; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [42429/22]

*539. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when the review by his 
Department of the amendments made in Seanad Éireann to the Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2016 
will be completed in order that he can bring a memorandum to Government seeking approval to 
have the Bill restored to the Order Paper of Dáil Éireann; the reason for the delay with this work; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42439/22]

*540. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when the implementation 
plan for the National Housing Strategy for Disabled People 2022 – 2027 will be published. — 
Louise O’Reilly. [42454/22]

*541. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the first home scheme 
and the vacant homes scheme can be combined by a first-time purchaser who hypothetically 
identifies a derelict property which would potentially be their first home; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — John Lahart. [42478/22]

*542. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his Department will 
introduce a biodiversity Act to legally underpin the forthcoming Biodiversity Action Plan; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [42497/22]
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*543. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if funding is available 
to councils to enable them to test their housing stock for radon gas; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [42514/22]

*544. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the average reletting 
time for local authority homes in counties Kildare, Laois and Offaly; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [42515/22]

*545. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of councils 
which have an European Union liaison officer to identify sources of European Union funding and 
supervise applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [42516/22]

*546. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the process involved in 
local authorities transitioning fire stations from part-time to full-time; if there is additional funding 
available to local authorities for this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia 
Ryan. [42522/22]

*547. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the counties that do not 
have a dedicated tourism officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[42524/22]

*548. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when an exemption to 
planning permission requirements for the fitting of rooftop solar panels will be implemented. — 
Ivana Bacik. [42551/22]

*549. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the details of all section 
28 Ministerial guidelines issued in the past decade with a brief summary of the guidelines in tabular 
form. — Eoin Ó Broin. [42584/22]

*550. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the Government is 
considering any change to the tenant purchase scheme to include a category of tenants that have 
been excluded (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sean Fleming. 
[42589/22]

*551. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when he approved the 
appointment of a permanent chief executive to Galway County Council; the progress made since 
progressing this; the reason for the delay in the process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42622/22]

*552. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the reason that Galway 
County Council is required by his Department to have an option on its social housing application 
housing forms expressing a preference for a house in Galway city when in practice this never 
happens due to the pressure on housing there; if he will now release this requirement and make 
a ruling that all the applicants to Galway County Council for social housing who put down a 
preference for housing in the city would be allowed to transfer to the City Council list and retain 
the years that they had built up on the county housing list; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42624/22]

*553. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if 100% funding is 
available from his Department for voluntary housing associations that need to retrofit houses that 
were constructed 25 years ago. — John McGuinness. [42626/22]
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*554. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will extend the 
redress scheme for defective apartment blocks to include apartments built before 1991; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [42662/22]

*555. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide a 
breakdown of the number of applications and the number of unsuccessful applications to each 
local authority for the local authority home loan scheme since its introduction; if he will consider 
a reduction in the percentage of deposit required in line with increased household cost-of-living 
expenditure and the current housing market crisis in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [42678/22]

*556. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the reason that local 
authorities are not a participating lender on the first home shared equity scheme; if there are plans 
for local authorities to participate in this scheme in the near future; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — John Brady. [42681/22]

*557. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if an applicant can use 
the local authority home loan in conjunction with the first home shared equity scheme, that is, use 
the two schemes together; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [42682/22]

*558. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will address a 
matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. 
[42702/22]

*559. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the details of houses 
in Limerick city and county that have received funding under the voids programme in each of the 
years 2018 to 2021; and if any of these are still vacant. — Maurice Quinlivan. [42711/22]

*560. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the way that the 
boundaries of towns and villages are defined under the croí cónaithe scheme where grants are 
available to refurbish vacant and derelict houses; the reason that the scheme is limited to towns 
and villages and not available for houses in the countryside; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42732/22]

*561. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the measures that a 
homeowner can take to request an inspection of a registered septic tank in order to avail of a grant 
for remedial works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [42733/22]

*562. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the actions that he 
intends on taking following the building defects report furnished to Government in recent weeks, 
specifically in terms of providing monies in Budget 2023 to cover the cost of remediation works 
that cannot wait; and if he agrees that homeowners with building defects ought to be treated equally 
to those whose homes were constructed using Mica and pyrite-contaminated building materials. — 
John Lahart. [42743/22]

*563. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of houses by 
county in the State dependent on private supplies of water from streams or wells and not on either 
a group water scheme or public scheme; his plans to afford all of these houses the opportunity 
to connect to a public supply or group water scheme at an affordable cost; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42744/22]
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*564. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the grants per house and 
other grants available for new group water schemes that would connect to the public mains of Irish 
Water supply; if he considers this sufficient in enabling viable group water schemes to be formed 
in the last remaining areas of the State not serviced by a group scheme or public water scheme; if 
he intends on increasing these grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [42745/22]

*565. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the amount that has 
been spent on Traveller accommodation in County Kildare over the past five years to date; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42766/22]

*566. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update and advice in relation to the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [42777/22]

*567. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of whole-
time equivalent staff employed by each local authority in 2020, 2021 and 2022, in tabular form. 
— Catherine Murphy. [42818/22]

*568. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the allocation of local 
property tax funds to each local authority in 2020, 2021 and 2022, in tabular form; the date on 
which the 2023 allocation will be notified to local authorities; and the amounts to be disbursed in 
tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. [42819/22]

*569. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the gross expenditure by 
each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. 
[42820/22]

*570. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the totality of grant-aid 
and or subsidy provided to each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details 
supplied). — Catherine Murphy. [42831/22]

*571. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the totality of commercial 
rates levied by each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; the 
amount of commercial rates collected in each local authority in the years 2019, 2020, 2021 and to 
date in 2022, in tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. [42839/22]

*572. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage his plans to review 
and or amend baselines in the context of local property tax for the years 2023, 2024 and 2025. — 
Catherine Murphy. [42840/22]

*573. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if bog and other land 
that is being re-wetted for ecological reasons will be required to be fully fenced to ensure that 
neighbouring stock cannot enter it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. 
[42877/22]

*574. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the status of the review 
into housing adaptation grant limits. — Thomas Gould. [42908/22]

*575. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage his views on a policy 
issue raised by a person (details supplied) regarding the current price limit for first home scheme 
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applicants in County Louth; his plans, if any, for an adjustment in the house price threshold for the 
Drogheda urban and rural LEAs in line with the price limit for County Meath; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42913/22]

*576. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of boil 
water notices that are in effect at present; and the engagement, if any, that he has had with Irish 
Water on these boil water notices. — Sean Sherlock. [42927/22]

*577. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of vacant 
homes where homeowners availed of the repair and lease scheme in 2021 and 2022; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [42940/22]

*578. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 623 of 26 July 2022, when the full-time vacancy officer will be in place in Galway 
City Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [43018/22]

*579. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage his views on expanding 
the capacity for telephone support at the Residential Tenancies Board; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pa Daly. [43019/22]

*580. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has been 
drawn to some landlords being unable to register their tenancies and that they cannot contact the 
Residential Tenancies Board to resolve the issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Pa Daly. [43020/22]

*581. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when the caravan loan 
scheme for Traveller families will commence in local authorities across the State; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Mairéad Farrell. [43025/22]

*582. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the towns and villages 
in each county that are actually included as eligible for the Croí Cónaithe Towns Fund, vacant 
property refurbishment grant scheme in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Ring. [43075/22]

*583. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if there are plans to 
extend the Croí Cónaithe Towns Fund to include rural properties outside towns and villages; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin. [43077/22]

*584. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of 
applications per local authority area that have been rejected for the Croí Cónaithe Towns Fund in 
cases in which the location of the vacant property was deemed ineligible; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [43078/22]

*585. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he plans to introduce 
a Croí Cónaithe Fund for rural areas considering the number of vacant or derelict properties in rural 
locations that are not eligible for the current schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Ring. [43080/22]

*586. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the reason that 
smaller villages have been excluded from the Croí Cónaithe Fund; his views on whether this 
Fund discriminates against rural areas; if he plans to incentivise the refurbishment of the many 



4031

P.T.O

derelict properties in rural Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. 
[43081/22]

*587. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the reason the public 
consultation on the referendum on housing is published on the European Commission website 
instead of the official gov.ie website; if his Department has considered the implications that this 
could have on the results of the consultation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Francis Noel Duffy. [43097/22]

*588. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the expenses paid to 
Ministerial advisers in his Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43157/22]

*589. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on the current review that his Department is conducting regarding domestic wastewater 
treatment systems grant schemes; the considerations that are being made regarding the extension of 
the prescribed date of registration in order to allow all householders to register their systems; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. [43207/22]

*590. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage his plans, if any, to 
legislate or alter current regulations on subletting of a tenancy without the consent of a landlord 
given the increase in such practices and the impact on living conditions and tenant rights of those 
affected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [43214/22]

*591. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the tenant purchase 
scheme can take into account home improvements made by the purchaser during their time as a 
tenant in a local authority property and have this investment reflected in a lower purchase price 
for the property (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. 
[43229/22]

*592. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the names of the 
directors of a scheme (details supplied); if this is a State-owned company; if so, if the company’s 
annual returns and accounts will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Cian O’Callaghan. [43231/22]

*593. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that executive planners and assistant town planners cannot carry increments from 
previous public service posts, unlike other positions in local government; and if he will indicate 
whether there are plans to change this arrangement. — Richard Bruton. [43302/22]

*594. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of private 
rented accommodation inspections that were carried out by all local authorities in each of the years 
2018 to 2021 and to date in 2022; the number of inspections in which further enforcement action 
was taken in tabular form; the procedure for deeming that a property is unfit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Sean Sherlock. [43303/22]

*595. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on supporting an unprecedented 4,000 affordable purchase homes on average every year 
under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43307/22]
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*596. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on a new local authority-led affordable purchase scheme under Housing for All, targeting 
average prices of €250,000. — Sean Sherlock. [43308/22]

*597. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on a new first home shared equity scheme for private developments under Housing for All. 
— Sean Sherlock. [43309/22]

*598. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide 
an update on a reformed local authority home loan under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43310/22]

*599. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on an owner-occupier guarantee in housing developments to secure homes exclusively for 
first-time buyers and other owner-occupiers under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43311/22]

*600. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on a figure of 20% of all developments set aside for affordable and social housing under 
Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43312/22]

*601. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on an average of 2,000 new cost rental homes every year with rents targeted at least 25% 
below market level under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43313/22]

*602. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on an extension of rent pressure zones to 2024 and rents linked to the harmonised index of 
consumer prices under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43314/22]

*603. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on indefinite tenancies to strengthen security for renters under Housing for All. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43316/22]

*604. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on a minimum building energy rating standard for private rental dwellings under Housing 
for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43317/22]

*605. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update for an upfront deposit and rent payments capped at two months-value under Housing for 
All. — Sean Sherlock. [43318/22]

*606. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on providing over 90,000 social homes by 2030, including an average annual new-build 
component of over 9,500 social housing homes to 2026 under Housing for All, the highest number 
in the history of the State. — Sean Sherlock. [43319/22]

*607. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on ending long-term leasing by local authorities and approved housing bodies through 
phasing out new entrants and focus on new-build to provide social housing homes under Housing 
for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43320/22]
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*608. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on strengthening the mortgage to rent scheme under Housing for All to ensure that it meets 
the needs of those in long-term mortgage arrears. — Sean Sherlock. [43321/22]

*609. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide 
an update on reforming the tenant purchase scheme under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43322/22]

*610. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on revising and reforming income eligibility for social housing under Housing for All. — 
Sean Sherlock. [43323/22]

*611. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on working towards eradicating homelessness by 2030 under Housing for All. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43324/22]

*612. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on increasing housing first targets to 1,200 tenancies over five years for homeless persons 
under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43325/22]

*613. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on establishing a new national homeless action committee under Housing for All. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43326/22]

*614. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on expanding street outreach teams for rough sleepers nationwide under Housing for All. — 
Sean Sherlock. [43327/22]

*615. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on a new national policy on rightsizing to highlight the potential of rightsizing for households 
that no longer fully occupy their current privately-owned accommodation and exploration of 
options to support and incentivise rightsizing on a voluntary basis under Housing for All. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43328/22]

*616. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on a fresh start principle for applications to State affordable housing and loan schemes 
under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43329/22]

*617. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on introducing radical new modern Kenny Report-style powers to ensure sharing of the 
increase in land values from re-zoning decisions and greater community gain under Housing for 
All. — Sean Sherlock. [43330/22]

*618. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on ending strategic housing developments, returning planning decisions to local authorities 
and reforming the judicial review process under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43331/22]

*619. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on introducing a new tax to activate vacant land for residential purposes under Housing for 
All. — Sean Sherlock. [43332/22]
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*620. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on a new croí cónaithe (cities) fund to increase owner-occupier apartment development in 
city centres under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43335/22]

*621. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on increased funding capacity for the Land Development Agency for strategic development 
of public lands for affordable and social housing in city and town centres under Housing for All. — 
Sean Sherlock. [43336/22]

*622. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on targeted funding via the urban regeneration and development fund to support the town 
centre first approach, as part of the wider objectives for the regeneration of cities, towns and rural 
areas under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43337/22]

*623. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on planning exemptions for above shop conversions and guidance relating to protected 
structures under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43338/22]

*624. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide an 
update on a nationwide, local authority-led compulsory purchase order scheme to purchase vacant 
homes under Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43339/22]

*625. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his Department has 
carried out any assessment to determine or estimate the number of properties in the State that are 
currently on the rental market but are not registered with the Residential Tenancies Board; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [43342/22]

*626. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the actions that his 
Department is taking to ensure that landlords register their properties with the Residential Tenancies 
Board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [43343/22]

*627. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the engagement that 
he has had with the Minister for Education on the matter of school transport since June 2022; and 
if he will publish any correspondence shared with the Minister for Education on same. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43359/22]

*628. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the amount that his 
Department has spent on advertising on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent 
per platform; and the campaigns per platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43378/22]

*629. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if, in the interest of 
transparency, he plans to amend the Electoral Act 1922 in order that donation returns for third 
parties would be published as they are for Deputies, Senators, Members of the European Parliament 
and political parties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [43398/22]

*630. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the species of birds 
which are on the open season hunting list; if these include birds that are amber and red listed or for 
which there are conservation concerns; and if the working group that was established in 2021 has 
reported to him yet; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [43423/22]
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*631. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when a new Ministerial 
direction will be announced to allow persons whose pension is their primary source of income to be 
eligible to apply under the tenant purchase scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Thomas Pringle. [43464/22]

*632. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if married persons are 
eligible to apply as single applicants to Government housing purchase schemes for example the 
local authority home loan and shared equity scheme. — Thomas Gould. [43491/22]

*633. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the details on the total 
amounts of monies awarded to Louth County Council by his Department in each of the years 2016 
to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; if he will seek details on the total monies drawn down 
and spent by Louth County Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total 
monies that were returned to his Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43523/22]

*634. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the guidelines that 
have issued to local authorities in relation to the assessment of proposed waste water systems for 
single houses by county council-planning staff that are submitted and certified by qualified agents 
with professional indemnity insurance as complying with the Environmental Protection Agency 
guidelines; the qualifications that these planning staff are required to have to assess these proposals; 
if he intends on reviewing these guidelines and procedures given the large number of applications 
with certified waste water proposals that are refused by local authorities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43581/22]

*635. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he intends on carrying 
out a survey of each county council of the number of such proposals for waste water systems for 
single houses as part of a single house planning application received by each council in the past 
year given the large number of certified waste water treatment proposals for single houses being 
rejected by local councils; the number that have a rejection of the waste water proposal as one of 
the reasons for refusal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43582/22]

*636. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide a 
breakdown of his affordable housing targets as set out in figure 3 on page 32 of Housing For All for 
each year by scheme (details supplied). — Eoin Ó Broin. [43632/22]

*637. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide the 
social housing output figures for Q2 2022 with a full breakdown by delivery stream including 
SHIP, CALF and CAS turnkey and construction streams. — Eoin Ó Broin. [43633/22]

*638. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide the 
number of shared-equity loan applications to date, the value of those applications, the number 
of approvals, the value of those approvals and the number of drawdowns; and the value of those 
drawdowns to date in tabular form. — Eoin Ó Broin. [43635/22]

*639. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide 
an update on the regulations for the defective block remediation scheme including a list of all 
regulations currently being drafted; and the estimated date for the completion of those regulations. 
— Eoin Ó Broin. [43636/22]
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*640. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when he intends to 
publish the Mulcahy Report into certain planning matters in County Donegal; and the actions that 
he intends to take on foot of the contents of the report. — Eoin Ó Broin. [43637/22]

*641. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage his views on the report 
of the working group on defective buildings; the steps that he intends to take to provide redress for 
homeowners affected by the defects dealt with in this report. — Eoin Ó Broin. [43638/22]

*642. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of local 
authority homes that have been retrofitted to date in 2022, broken down by local authority in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Darren O’Rourke. [43661/22]

*643. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of vacant 
units in REITs at any given time; and the strategy that is being considered to ensure that given 
the housing and homelessness crisis that all purpose-built rental homes, houses or apartments are 
occupied. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [43665/22]

*644. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when a foreshore licence 
will issue to a sports club (details supplied) in County Kerry. — Brendan Griffin. [43672/22]

*645. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will introduce 
time extensions to existing planning permissions given the difficulties currently being encountered 
by persons in securing finance, and contractors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael Ring. [43692/22]

*646. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 627 of 26 July 2022, if he will elaborate on the specifics of the ongoing engagement 
with the Banking and Payments Federation relating to issues raised by the Defective Concrete 
Blocks homeowners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe McHugh. [43726/22]

*647. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the recommendations 
of an organisation (details supplied) concerning the derogation process under Article 9 of the 
EU Birds Directive, particularly regarding seagulls, will be implemented; if the consultative 
committee established by him to review these recommendations has made any decisions on these 
recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [43734/22]

*648. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the supports available to 
private apartment owners who are now faced with significant bills to comply with fire regulations 
and to make their homes safe; if it is his intention to offer grant support to such households; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Howlin. [43752/22]

*649. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the extent of the 
investigations into irregularities at An Bord Pleanála; the areas that the investigations will cover; if 
all planning decisions in which persons found to have been in breach of planning legislation will 
be covered by this investigation as a matter of urgency and due diligence; his views on whether 
the validity of these planning decisions has been brought into question; and his further views on 
whether public confidence in An Bord Pleanála can be restored. — Chris Andrews. [43834/22]

*650. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the supports that he 
intends to provide for owners of defective apartments; if he will support a redress scheme similar 
to Mica and Pyrite schemes for those homeowners; if owners of defective apartments built prior 
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to the 1990’s and 2000’s will be included in any future support schemes or tax treatment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [43835/22]

*651. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when local authorities 
will be issued with the new guidelines for the tenant purchase scheme that was launched in January 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [43840/22]

*652. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if it is allowable under 
law and regulation issued by his Department, for a person to transfer an application from one local 
authority with retention of the time spent on the original list. — Thomas Gould. [43856/22]

*653. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if a person who is 
transferring from one local authority to another can do so in a manner that ensures no disruption to 
their HAP payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Gould. [43857/22]

*654. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the plans that he has to 
review the tenant incremental purchase scheme to allow those who were tenants of part V houses 
prior to the introduction of the regulations to proceed with the purchase of their homes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [43864/22]

*655. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 686 of 26 July 2022, if he will review the stipulation that any assessment or review 
of a previous social housing support assessment is based on the applicant’s net average income for 
the twelve months prior to the application or the review (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [43870/22]

*656. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of formal 
complaints made to the Approved Housing Bodies Regulatory Body to date; the broad nature, 
subject matter of the complaints; the actions taken by the Body in relation to each complaint; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43884/22]

*657. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if her attention has 
been drawn to the current condition of Knocklofty House, Clonmel, County Tipperary; and if her 
Department have any plans to acquire this property to prevent it from further deterioration; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [43894/22]

*658. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will adjust the Croí 
Cónaithe towns fund scheme to permit housing outside of towns or villages to be eligible for the 
scheme. — Holly Cairns. [43914/22]

*659. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when a sewerage scheme 
will be put in place in a town (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [43927/22]

*660. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if there is national 
guidance on including play facilities in residential developments; if it is mandatory or whether it is 
at each local planning authority’s discretion to decide policy (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [43944/22]

*661. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if there is national 
guidance on including play environments in new or existing residential developments; if it is 
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mandatory or optional for each local planning authority to decide on this (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [43949/22]

*662. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if any local authorities 
have a dedicated play officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. 
[43950/22]

*663. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the total amount of 
central funding received by a county council (details supplied) in each of the years 2011 to 2016, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cormac Devlin. [44050/22]

*664. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will request 
additional funding or allow local authorities reallocate existing funding to reopen retrofitting 
schemes, such as for doors, windows and minor improvements, for local authority housing stock 
ahead of the winter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cormac Devlin. [44053/22]

*665. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the engagement that 
he or his Department have had with the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth regarding the 
selection of the National Indoor Athletics Training Centre at Abbotstown for use as emergency 
refugee accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [44085/22]

*666. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the total number of 
commencement notices for new residential homes that have been received since the formation 
of the Government on a county-by-county basis in tabular form; the number of new housing 
completions and new planning permissions granted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Paul McAuliffe. [44096/22]

*667. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the total number of 
new local authority homes that have been added to the social housing stock since the formation of 
the Government on a local authority basis in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [44097/22]

*668. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the total number of 
local authority homes that have been brought back into use under the voids programme since 
the formation of the Government on a local authority basis in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [44098/22]

*669. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the total amount of 
funding allocated to local authorities for the urban regeneration fund; the towns in each county 
that have been allocated funding and the project title since the formation of the Government on 
a county-by-county basis in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
McAuliffe. [44099/22]

*670. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide 
funding for a European Union Liaison Officer for Kildare County Council to assist the council in 
identifying and applying for EU funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia 
Ryan. [44163/22]

*671. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has been 
drawn to the recommendations in a report by an organisation (details supplied); his views on same; 
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the steps that he is taking to support the growth of community gardens and allotments; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44186/22]

*672. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he intends to introduce 
a national policy on allotments and community gardens and update existing legislation in this area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44187/22]

*673. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of housing 
units that have been delivered under the long-term social housing leasing scheme by local authority 
and approved housing body in each of the years since 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44188/22]

*674. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the affordable homes 
developed by the Land Development Agency either on delayed sites contracted the private sector or 
on its own sites, will be sold with the option to participate in the local authority affordable purchase 
scheme or the first homes scheme; and if so, the proportion of those offered for sale that will be 
under these options. — Richard Bruton. [44207/22]

*675. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the way that the quota of 
10% affordable homes in new private developments will be made available to eligible applicants; 
the way that prices for this quota shall be set; and if buyers can use the first homes scheme to assist 
purchase. — Richard Bruton. [44208/22]

*676. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the policy rationale 
for the percentage of household income that can be payable in rent as provided for in the Housing 
Circular 29/2022; the way that this compares to the differential rent scheme for local authority 
tenants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [44248/22]

*677. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the policy and legal 
basis for assessing HAP tenants and local authority tenants differently in terms of their capacity to 
pay rent as a percentage of their household income; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Cian O’Callaghan. [44249/22]

*678. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide the 
number of new cost rental units delivered in quarter 1 and 2 of 2022; the number of cost rental units 
currently in delivery; the projected total delivery of cost rental units in 2022; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [44250/22]

*679. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide details 
of the new cost rental units delivered in quarter 1 and 2 of 2022; the location of delivery, number 
of cost rental units provided at each location; the average monthly rent; and delivery provider, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [44251/22]

*680. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide 
the details of the new cost rental units provided in quarter 1 and 2 of 2022; the number of new 
builds, acquisitions, turnkeys and other delivery mechanisms in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [44252/22]

*681. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide the 
number of the new cost rental units delivered in the four Dublin council areas in quarter 1 and 2 of 
2022, in tabular form. — Cian O’Callaghan. [44253/22]
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*682. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will provide details 
of the amount of the cost rental equity loan mechanism which has been drawn down by approved 
housing bodies in quarter 1 and 2 of 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian 
O’Callaghan. [44254/22]

*683. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of serviced 
sites fund, affordable housing funding and affordable purchase homes that have been completed 
and offered for sale in Q1 and Q2 2022; the details of the location, unit size and sale price of each; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [44255/22]

*684. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of serviced 
sites fund, affordable housing funding and affordable purchase homes that will be completed and 
offered for sale in Q3 and Q4 2022; the details of the location, unit size and sale price of each; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [44256/22]

*685. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of new 
social homes that were built in Q1 and Q2 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Cian O’Callaghan. [44257/22]

*686. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of housing 
first tenancies delivered and sustained in Q1 and Q2, 2022; the target number of housing first 
tenancies for the remainder of 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian 
O’Callaghan. [44258/22]

*687. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when a direction will 
be issued to local authorities authorising the payment of the Covid-19 recognition payment to fire 
brigade personnel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44283/22]

*688. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if a date has been 
determined for the directly-elected mayor role in Limerick; and if he will commit to a date. — Sean 
Sherlock. [44290/22]

*689. To ask the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the RTB Board 
property registration process will be improved. — Holly Cairns. [44314/22]

Chun an Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha: To the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

*690. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will respond to concerns raised in relation to 
an Irish citizen being detained in Bucharest (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [41934/22]

*691. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if advice will be provided in relation to a foreign 
birth registration query (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall 
Collins. [41970/22]

*692. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if an urgent passport application (details supplied) 
will be reviewed and expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[41973/22]

*693. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will issue to a child (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [41990/22]
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*694. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the efforts that are being made by him and his 
Department to have the United States government appoint a special envoy to Northern Ireland; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [42011/22]

*695. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will examine and expedite the passport 
application of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James 
Lawless. [42049/22]

*696. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has been drawn the recent report 
that a court in Nigeria has imposed a sentence of death by stoning on three men for homosexual 
acts; if he will contact the relevant parties in Nigeria to express abhorrence at this practice; if he 
will take all the steps that are necessary to ensure that this death sentence does not proceed as 
planned given the impact it will have on Nigeria’s international standing; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Gino Kenny. [42059/22]

*697. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport application by a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed and expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Steven 
Matthews. [42062/22]

*698. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport will be issued to a person (details 
supplied) in advance of the travel date of 11 August 2022. — Paul McAuliffe. [42079/22]

*699. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport will be processed for a person (details 
supplied) given that the expected issue date was the first week of July 2022 and the applicant has 
travel plans in August 2022. — Paul McAuliffe. [42130/22]

*700. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the action that he has taken in response to the 
execution of democracy advocates (details supplied); and if he will raise the matter at the United 
Nations Security Council. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [42177/22]

*701. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the action that can be taken by him through the 
European Union and the United Nations Security Council to impose immediate targeted sanctions 
on aviation fuel and for a global arms embargo against the military junta in Myanmar be put in 
place. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [42178/22]

*702. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will engage with the National Unity 
Government of Myanmar which has been recognised by the European Parliament as the legitimate 
government of Myanmar. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [42179/22]

*703. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will refer the situation in Myanmar through 
the United Nations Security Council to the International Criminal Court; if he will take action for 
Ireland to join the Rohingya genocide case at the International Court of Justice; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [42180/22]

*704. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a foreign birth registration application 
by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. 
[42219/22]

*705. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will review a passport application by a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [42243/22]
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*706. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will review an urgent passport application 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42244/22]

*707. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will review an urgent passport application 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42245/22]

*708. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the actions that were taken by him, his Department 
and the United Nations Security Council to stop executions of pro-democracy and opposition 
leaders in Myanmar from being carried out further to his Department’s statement (details supplied) 
condemning the executions; and if he will call for the matter to be brought before the UNSC with 
a view of creating a clear, collective and concrete plan of action given that multiple reports now 
suggest that the military junta is preparing to execute a further 41 political prisoners. — Paul 
Murphy. [42258/22]

*709. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs further to Parliamentary Question No. 925 of 26 
July 2022, if he will enquire whether the reason that the application in question was rejected by 
the United States immigration authorities will be communicated to the applicant. — Paul Murphy. 
[42259/22]

*710. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will review an urgent passport application 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [42274/22]

*711. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will contact the Russian authorities in relation 
to Ukrainian human rights activist (details supplied) who has been captured by Russian troops to 
insist on his rights in accordance with the Geneva Convention; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Paul Murphy. [42277/22]

*712. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will review an urgent passport application 
for a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42298/22]

*713. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will review urgent passport applications 
for children (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42299/22]

*714. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will issue for a child (details 
supplied). — Paul McAuliffe. [42315/22]

*715. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if an passport application for a person (details 
supplied) will be expedited. — Paul McAuliffe. [42363/22]

*716. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will review a passport application for a child 
(details supplied); and if he will urgently expedite same. — Niamh Smyth. [42380/22]

*717. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will expedite a passport application for a child 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [42384/22]

*718. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport will be returned to a person (details 
supplied). — Paul McAuliffe. [42387/22]
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*719. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of an online passport renewal (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [42417/22]

*720. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a foreign birth registration application 
for a person (details supplied); if it will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Healy-Rae. [42445/22]

*721. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of two passport applications for children 
(details supplied); when the applicants can expect to receive their passports; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [42532/22]

*722. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport application by a person (details 
supplied) will be examined and expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James 
Lawless. [42554/22]

*723. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if documentation (details supplied) is sufficient in 
order to fully consider an application for a first Irish passport for a naturalised Irish citizen; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42565/22]

*724. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if an urgent passport application by person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42572/22]

*725. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he intends increasing Irish Overseas Development 
Aid from 32% to 0.7% in equal increments over the next seven years in line with the commitments 
in the Programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [42628/22]

*726. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs when foreign birth registrations will be processed 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. 
[42638/22]

*727. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the measures he will be implementing under 
Budget 23 to increase overseas aid to reach the target of 0.7% of GNI in overseas aid in line with 
commitments in the Programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Patrick Costello. [42667/22]

*728. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason that capital spending under his vote 
group is -76.6% to date in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[42698/22]

*729. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will be issued for a person (details 
supplied). — Paul McAuliffe. [42700/22]

*730. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will review an urgent passport application 
for a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42708/22]

*731. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport for a child will issue to a person 
(details supplied); if there remains any outstanding information on the file; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42739/22]
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*732. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of passport applications by persons 
(details supplied) which have been showing an estimated issue date of 4 July 2022 without any 
further update. — Paul McAuliffe. [42762/22]

*733. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs to total number of United States military aircraft 
landings at Shannon Airport in each of the years from 1998 to 2021 and date in 2022, in tabular 
form. — Catherine Connolly. [42792/22]

*734. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the total number of United States military aircraft 
overflights that were granted in each of the years from 1998 to 2021 and date in 2022, in tabular 
form. — Catherine Connolly. [42793/22]

*735. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the totality of grant-aid and or subsidy provided 
to each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details supplied). — Catherine 
Murphy. [42828/22]

*736. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of persons who have travelled from 
Ireland to fight in Ukraine since the Russian invasion on 24 February 2020; the number who have 
died; the number who remain in active combat there; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Catherine Connolly. [42849/22]

*737. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on a statement by the European Union 
Vice President High Representative for Foreign Affairs (details supplied); his views on whether 
it is a European Union competence to change the State’s foreign policy, particularly regarding 
the declaration of war; his views on whether the statement reflects an agreement to which the 
Government has given its assent in the Council of Europe; the action that he will take at European 
Union level to address the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [42850/22]

*738. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will be issued to the parents of a 
child (details supplied). — Louise O’Reilly. [42879/22]

*739. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will examine and expedite a passport 
application for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James 
Lawless. [42901/22]

*740. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will condemn Israel’s military raids on the 
offices of Palestinian human rights and civil society organisations as an internationally wrongful 
act; if he will summon the Israeli Ambassador to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and request that 
the Israeli military commander in the occupied West Bank be ordered to lift the closure order on 
offices of the Palestinian human rights organisations; if he will request the Israeli Minister of 
Defence to immediately rescind the terrorist designation on Palestinian human rights and civil 
society organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [42905/22]

*741. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will respond to concerns raised in 
correspondence (details supplied) regarding recent reports of a raid on the offices of several 
Palestinian human rights organisations by the Israeli army; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Róisín Shortall. [42909/22]

*742. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport for a person (details supplied) will be 
expedited. — Paul McAuliffe. [42920/22]



4045

P.T.O

*743. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on matters raised in correspondence 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [42924/22]

*744. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason for the lengthy delay in the processing 
of passports for children who have applied on the basis of reckonable residence of their parents; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [42925/22]

*745. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has been drawn to the Israeli army 
raid on the offices of several Palestinian human rights organisations in Ramallah (details supplied); 
if he will publicly condemn Israel’s military raids on the offices of Palestinian human rights and 
civil society organisations as an internationally wrongful act in an official statement; if he will 
summon the Israeli Ambassador to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and request that the Israeli 
military commander in the occupied West Bank be ordered to lift the closure order on offices 
of the Palestinian human rights organisations; and if he will request that the Israeli Minister of 
Defence immediately rescind the terrorist designation on Palestinian human rights and civil society 
organisations. — Paul Murphy. [42973/22]

*746. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will review the process and handling of a 
first-time passport application for a person (details supplied). — Pa Daly. [43125/22]

*747. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will summon the Israeli Ambassador and 
request that the Israeli Minister of Defence rescind the terrorist designation on Palestinian human 
rights and civil society organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian 
O’Callaghan. [43126/22]

*748. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the expenses paid to Ministerial advisers in his 
Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43153/22]

*749. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the dates on which the Irish Consulate General and 
or the Vice Consul in San Francisco have visited Honolulu in Hawaii in 2021 and to date in 2022; 
and the purpose of each visit. — Catherine Murphy. [43180/22]

*750. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the dates on which the Irish Consulate General 
and or Vice Consul in San Francisco have visited Las Vegas in 2021 and to date in 2022; and the 
purpose of each visit. — Catherine Murphy. [43181/22]

*751. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will expedite a passport application for a child 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [43210/22]

*752. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reasons given by the Sudanese authorities for 
the refusal to give the Air Corps PC-12 (details supplied) which is currently stranded in Entebbe 
airport in Uganda permission to depart, given that it had received permission to depart Entebbe 
airport for the Democratic Republic of the Congo just a few days earlier. — Catherine Connolly. 
[43224/22]

*753. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason that Ireland recently contributed 
€407,328 to the renovation of NATO office spaces in view of the fact that NATO is an extremely 
well-funded organisation and that there should be no need for non-members to contribute to 
the upkeep of its offices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. 
[43235/22]
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*754. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason that Ireland is incurring administrative 
costs of between €66,000 and €107,000 a year for rent and phone bills to pay for a staff presence 
at NATO headquarters given that Ireland is not a NATO member and that any support work needed 
by the Irish ambassador to Belgium as part of their duties as Ireland’s official representative to 
NATO could be carried out at the Irish embassy in Brussels; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [43236/22]

*755. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of citizenship applications for persons 
(details supplied) which were made through the foreign births register; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [43241/22]

*756. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the engagement that he has had with the Minister 
for Education on the matter of school transport since June 2022; and if he will publish any 
correspondence shared with the Minister for Education on same. — Sean Sherlock. [43356/22]

*757. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the amount that his Department has spent on 
advertising on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent per platform; and the 
campaigns per platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43375/22]

*758. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if there are plans to increase the hours that the 
webchat service is available on the Passport Office website. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [43393/22]

*759. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport application by a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed and expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Steven 
Matthews. [43407/22]

*760. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport application by a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed and expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Steven 
Matthews. [43408/22]

*761. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if an urgent passport application by a person 
(details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[43476/22]

*762. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which the continued imprisonment of 
a person (details supplied) continues to be raised at an international level with particular reference 
to the need to introduce some semblance of democracy in their homeland and that their release 
from prison is arranged at an early date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard 
J. Durkan. [43479/22]

*763. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the details on the total amounts of monies awarded 
to Louth County Council by his Department in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, 
in tabular form; if he will seek details on the total monies drawn down and spent by Louth County 
Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total monies that were returned 
to his Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43520/22]

*764. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport for a person (details supplied) that 
was originally applied for on 10 March 2022 will be issued; if the delay in the process was caused 
while waiting for a reply for more information from the applicant; the other reasons for the delay 
with this application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43583/22]
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*765. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs when two passports for siblings (details supplied) 
which were originally applied for on 10 May 2022, will issue; if the delay in the process was caused 
while waiting for a reply for more information from the applicant: the other reasons for the delay 
with this application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [43584/22]

*766. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the actions that Irish Government is taking to 
combat the grave human rights violations taking place in Myanmar following the military coup 
there; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [43629/22]

*767. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if it is common procedure for a person to have a 
different number on their passport book than their passport card if they have both simultaneously; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43696/22]

*768. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a decision has been made on a foreign birth 
registration application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Brendan Griffin. [43711/22]

*769. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a foreign birth registration application of a 
person (details supplied) will be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Ring. [43776/22]

*770. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps that he is taking in aiding those impacted 
by the recent flooding in Pakistan. — Holly Cairns. [43797/22]

*771. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs when an application by a person (details supplied) 
will be determined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [43853/22]

*772. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will confirm that a first passport in respect of 
a person (details supplied) which was printed on 20 June 2022 and scheduled to be posted and was 
then withdrawn from the post due to query on photos was officially disposed of by the Passport 
Office. — Duncan Smith. [43921/22]

*773. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the recent raids by the Israeli military 
on the offices of Palestinian human rights and civil society organisations; if he agrees that these 
organisations are not engaged in terrorist activities; if he will raise these concerns with the Israeli 
authorities at the European Union Foreign Affairs Council and at the United Nations Security 
Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [44015/22]

*774. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will issue a public statement calling on 
Israel to rescind the terrorism designation made without evidence against Palestinian human rights 
organisations and demand that Israel desists from any further action which would threaten the 
work of these organisations, including raiding their offices, arresting their staff or preventing them 
going about their legitimate work, or interdicting finances given Ireland’s condemnation of Israel’s 
night-time raid on Palestinian human rights organisations on 18 August 2022 and Ireland’s support 
for a vibrant and independent Palestinian civil society, and taking into account that Israel is likely 
planning further raids on these organisations as they return to work; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44156/22]

*775. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the provisions that were included in his Department’s 
statement of strategy and high-level strategic goals to ensure that Ireland would take a more 
proactive approach to bring about a consensus at European Union level towards a negotiated and 



4048

lasting peace process in the Middle East in the context of the Programme for Government entitled 
Our Shared Future; the outcomes and performance indicators with regard to the promotion and 
protection of human rights that were identified in these plans; if the implementation of these goals 
has been reviewed; the result of such reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Catherine Connolly. [44157/22]

*776. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of United Nations peacekeeping mission 
Operation MONUSCO; Ireland’s involvement in the mission; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44194/22]

*777. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of permissions granted for overflights 
by foreign military aircraft in Irish airspace granted in each of the years 1998 to 2021 and to date 
in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. 
[44195/22]

*778. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress that has been made to date on 
increasing the budget for overseas development aid to 0.7% of GNI, in line with the Programme 
for Government; if his Department is on-track to meet this target by 2030; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44196/22]

*779. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason that Ireland is participating in a European 
Union training mission for the Ukrainian military; the issues that were taken into consideration 
prior to the decision to participate in this mission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Seán Haughey. [44262/22]

*780. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will provide details of all tangible efforts 
made by his Department in the past two years at European Union and United Nations levels to 
oppose further plans by Israel to apply its sovereignty over Palestinian territory; if he considers 
that persistent breaches of international law by Israel have already occurred; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Gary Gannon. [44264/22]

*781. To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the proposals that he has to hold Israel accountable 
for its violations of international Law in the occupied Palestinian territory including humanitarian 
and human rights law; if he will provide what he deems as an appropriate response to the further 
development of illegal settlements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Gary Gannon. 
[44266/22]

Chun an Aire Cosanta: To the Minister for Defence.

*782. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will report on any changes to catering arrangements 
for army recruits in recent months, in particular in cases in which recruits are now expected to 
arrange certain meals outside the barracks in which they are stationed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pa Daly. [41972/22]

*783. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide a report in respect of the grounding of 
aircraft at Baldonnel Airport on 24 July 2022. — Catherine Murphy. [42046/22]

*784. To ask the Minister for Defence the totality of grant-aid and or subsidy provided to each 
local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. 
[42823/22]
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*785. To ask the Minister for Defence his views on a statement by the European Union Vice 
President High Representative for Foreign Affairs (details supplied); his views on whether 
it is a European Union competence to change the State’s foreign policy, particularly regarding 
the declaration of war; his views on whether the statement reflects an agreement to which the 
Government has given its assent in the Council of Europe; the action that he will take at European 
Union level to address the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [42851/22]

*786. To ask the Minister for Defence the current status and future plans for the site on 
Montpellier Hill beside the Criminal Courts on Parkgate Street, in particular the use of the derelict 
building known as the red house formally used by G2 during the emergency period; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [43033/22]

*787. To ask the Minister for Defence the expenses paid to Ministerial advisers in his Department 
in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43149/22]

*788. To ask the Minister for Defence the number of qualified military aircraft maintenance 
technicians and qualified military avionics technicians currently in the Defence Forces. — Catherine 
Murphy. [43201/22]

*789. To ask the Minister for Defence the name of the company that was awarded the contract for 
the capital works project of a new cadet school headquarters in the Defence Forces training centre; 
and the number of companies that applied for this capital works project but were unsuccessful. — 
Catherine Murphy. [43202/22]

*790. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will provide a detailed breakdown of the equipment 
and gear being carried by the Air Corps PC-12 (details supplied) which is currently stranded in 
Uganda after being used to collect equipment and gear left behind by Defence Forces members 
who evacuated from the Democratic Republic of the Congo in mid-August 2022. — Catherine 
Connolly. [43223/22]

*791. To ask the Minister for Defence the breakdown of the products or services delivered to the 
Irish Defence Forces in return for the €1.06 million paid to date to NATOs Battlefield Information 
Collection and Exploitation System Group Executive; the benefits that Ireland has gained in regard 
to the security and defence of Irish territory from this expenditure; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [43234/22]

*792. To ask the Minister for Defence the engagement that he has had with the Minister 
for Education on the matter of school transport since June 2022; and if he will publish any 
correspondence shared with the Minister for Education on same. — Sean Sherlock. [43352/22]

*793. To ask the Minister for Defence the amount that his Department has spent on advertising 
on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent per platform; and the campaigns per 
platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43370/22]

*794. To ask the Minister for Defence the details on the total amounts of monies awarded to 
Louth County Council by his Department in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, 
in tabular form; if he will seek details on the total monies drawn down and spent by Louth County 
Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total monies that were returned 



4050

to his Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43515/22]

*795. To ask the Minister for Defence if he will address issues which were raised by a person 
(details supplied) in County Tipperary who is a retired member of the Army Defence Forces and 
is trying to obtain his Army disability pension; the assistance that can be offered to this person to 
address their concerns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [43728/22]

*796. To ask the Minister for Defence when the Defence Forces will receive the €1,000 Covid 
payment. — Pat Buckley. [43886/22]

*797. To ask the Minister for Defence if his attention has been drawn to a submarine which 
surfaced within sight of the south Donegal coast in the past week; the specific foreign state that 
owned the submarine; if his attention was drawn to the fact that submarine training or other 
operations were going to take place so close to the Donegal coast; if the submarine had nuclear 
weapons onboard; the measures that have been taken to ensure that these operations will not take 
place in the future; and if he will outline the consequences of this for Ireland’s neutrality. — Thomas 
Pringle. [43931/22]

*798. To ask the Minister for Defence the number of Irish Naval Service ships that are currently 
in operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pat Buckley. [44047/22]

*799. To ask the Minister for Defence the number of Naval Service seamen and seawomen that 
have been recruited in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pat Buckley. [44048/22]

*800. To ask the Minister for Defence the number of officers that have been appointed to the 
Naval Service in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pat Buckley. [44049/22]

Chun an Aire Oideachais: To the Minister for Education.

*801. To ask the Minister for Education the engagement that she has had with other Departments 
on the matter of school transport since June 2022; and if she will publish any correspondence 
shared on same. — Sean Sherlock. [43364/22]

*802. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that the Government continues to 
provide support for sustainable funding for books in schools and the maintenance of the €20 
million school library book grant in Budget 2023; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Jim O’Callaghan. [44010/22]

*803. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the development of a school (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. 
[41938/22]

*804. To ask the Minister for Education if she will respond to a query (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [41942/22]

*805. To ask the Minister for Education if she is satisfied as to the quantum and quality of works 
undertaken to fulfil the accommodation needs of a school (details supplied). — Réada Cronin. 
[41948/22]
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*806. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department is confident that the premises of a 
school (details supplied) on same will place it in a position to cater properly for the needs of current 
and prospective students from the beginning of the new academic year; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41949/22]

*807. To ask the Minister for Education the total cost of rent spent on accommodating a school 
(details supplied) in temporary accommodation since it was founded in 2014; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41981/22]

*808. To ask the Minister for Education the total cost of rent spent on accommodating a school 
(details supplied) in another building in Tramore; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41982/22]

*809. To ask the Minister for Education the total amount of rent her Department intends to spend 
on accommodating a school (details supplied) in another building in Tramore until they move to a 
final and permanent location; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. 
[41983/22]

*810. To ask the Minister for Education the total spent on works associated with the tenancy of 
a school (details supplied) in another building in Tramore; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41984/22]

*811. To ask the Minister for Education the breakdown of purchase, construction and fit-out 
costs forecast for accommodating a school (details supplied) in their final and permanent location 
in Tramore; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41985/22]

*812. To ask the Minister for Education the rationale behind moving a school (details supplied) 
into a school building which the school management and board have indicated is too small for their 
needs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41986/22]

*813. To ask the Minister for Education her plans for a full primary and secondary educational 
audit of Tramore and the surrounding area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc 
Ó Cathasaigh. [41987/22]

*814. To ask the Minister for Education her plans for a second secondary school in Tramore; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41988/22]

*815. To ask the Minister for Education the progress of plans to ensure that employees and retired 
teachers can receive their payslips electronically; the estimated timeframe for the implementation 
of this system; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [42009/22]

*816. To ask the Minister for Education if discussions are expected to provide an allowance for 
the parents of children who travel to school by private buses in cases in which Bus Éireann does 
not provide a service in these areas; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard 
O’Donoghue. [42033/22]

*817. To ask the Minister for Education if a place will be provided for a child (details supplied) at 
an early intervention ASD unit; the number of ASD units established in Kilkenny city and environs; 
the number of places in each; if each unit is at capacity or not; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — John McGuinness. [42150/22]
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*818. To ask the Minister for Education the average total of voluntary contributions received 
annually by schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. 
[42151/22]

*819. To ask the Minister for Education the estimated full-year cost of a new staff member in 
each education and training board to promote disabled students’ participation; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [42158/22]

*820. To ask the Minister for Education the total number of education welfare officer posts 
broken down by local area office; and the number of education welfare officers actually employed 
broken down by local area office. — Patrick Costello. [42212/22]

*821. To ask the Minister for Education if he will provide an update on an application (details 
supplied); if it can be expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. 
[42247/22]

*822. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question No. 986 of 14 June 
2022, if she will provide an update; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. 
[42249/22]

*823. To ask the Minister for Education the grounds on which a school (details supplied) in 
County Mayo was refused DEIS status on appeal given that surrounding schools were awarded 
same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [42257/22]

*824. To ask the Minister for Education if the policy of her Department in relation to funding 
where oil boilers in schools get worn out or at end of life is that funding will only be given to 
schools for gas boilers in all areas even though tanks and all ancillaries will have to be installed; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Fitzmaurice. [42293/22]

*825. To ask the Minister for Education if she has concerns that the price of gas has risen 700% 
over the past year and that schools will not be able to afford the massive difference in running 
cost of recapitation that they receive; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Fitzmaurice. [42294/22]

*826. To ask the Minister for Education if she has concerns that the supply of gas may become 
scarce going forward; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Fitzmaurice. 
[42295/22]

*827. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department has done an analysis on extra costs 
countywide to replace existing boilers with gas boilers; the estimated cost to replace these; the 
estimated extra running cost to schools in total nationwide; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Fitzmaurice. [42296/22]

*828. To ask the Minister for Education the current position of the proposed new special school 
(details supplied) in County Louth; the projected timelines for the commencement of same; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42349/22]

*829. To ask the Minister for Education the status of a building project (details supplied); the 
expected timeframe for the commencement of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Fergus O’Dowd. [42350/22]
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*830. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the withdrawal 
of school bus places from children attending a school (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [42354/22]

*831. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide road safety measures for a school 
(details supplied). — Sean Sherlock. [42356/22]

*832. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on work to secure a 
permanent location for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Neasa Hourigan. [42359/22]

*833. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the fact that children 
whose parents are serving in Irish peacekeeping missions overseas are often losing their school 
places when they travel to be with their parents and schools are not allowed to hold the place for 
when the child returns; if she will take steps to address this; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Neale Richmond. [42369/22]

*834. To ask the Minister for Education if she will consider introducing an universal scheme 
for swaps or redeployment for teachers, based on the principle of treating all teachers equally 
and given the fact that there is already an internal system within education and training boards 
for redeployment and job swaps for teachers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael Creed. [42385/22]

*835. To ask the Minister for Education the status of two matters raised in correspondence by a 
school (details supplied) in relation to the provision of additional accommodation; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [42392/22]

*836. To ask the Minister for Education if clarification will be provided on a matter (details 
supplied) in relation to the collection of children from school; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [42411/22]

*837. To ask the Minister for Education her plans to address the under provision of school 
transport places to pupils in Celbridge, County Kildare in time for the new academic year; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [42423/22]

*838. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the processing of 
Department of Social Protection forms received from substitute teachers; if she will provide an 
update on a specific form (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Thomas Pringle. [42427/22]

*839. To ask the Minister for Education if she will address a matter raised in correspondence 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [42438/22]

*840. To ask the Minister for Education if she will consider providing funding for the training 
of home tutors when working with students presenting with serious mental health problems and 
suicidal ideation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42471/22]

*841. To ask the Minister for Education if she will consider including home tutors as employees 
of her Department given that continuity of work is not recognised even when a home tutor has 
worked for a number of years with students in providing home tuition; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42472/22]
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*842. To ask the Minister for Education if she will consider ensuring that home tutors who are 
governed by the home tuition scheme are given the right to and made eligible for sick pay and 
holiday pay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42473/22]

*843. To ask the Minister for Education if she will consider amending the current working 
conditions for home tutors as set out by her Department ensuring that home tutors governed by the 
home tuition scheme will be given the right to secure similar work outside of the official school 
calendar; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42474/22]

*844. To ask the Minister for Education if she will consider amending the current working 
conditions for home tutors as set out by her Department in order that they can claim travel expenses 
such as those made available for Leaving Certificate and Junior Certificate supervision; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42475/22]

*845. To ask the Minister for Education the grants and supports available for the installation of 
electric vehicle charging points in school car parks; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Neasa Hourigan. [42540/22]

*846. To ask the Minister for Education if she will review concerns raised by a primary school 
teacher (details supplied) in respect of their difficulties with the Department’s sick leave policies; 
and if she will arrange for the appropriate official to review the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. 
[42545/22]

*847. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the provision of a new school building for 
a school (details supplied); the stage at which the project is at in the capital programme; when an 
application for planning permission will be made; and the timeline for the completion of the school. 
— Eoin Ó Broin. [42585/22]

*848. To ask the Minister for Education if additional ASD classrooms will be provided for 
a school (details supplied) on a phased basis during the delivery of the new school building 
programme rather than all at the end of the programme. — Eoin Ó Broin. [42586/22]

*849. To ask the Minister for Education if additional funding will be provided to the DEIS 
connects programme for schools such as in the case of a school (details supplied) to ensure that all 
children have access to laptops or other devices. — Eoin Ó Broin. [42587/22]

*850. To ask the Minister for Education when a school (details supplied) will be able to avail of 
fibre broadband; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [42595/22]

*851. To ask the Minister for Education when the permanent extension to a school (details 
supplied) will commence given that it is growing to a 1000-pupil school; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [42603/22]

*852. To ask the Minister for Education when additional ASD classes will be provided to a 
school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [42604/22]

*853. To ask the Minister for Education if a school (details supplied) will receive additional 
funding through the digital strategy grant to continue its DEIS connect programme given that it 
is growing to a 1000-pupil school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. 
[42605/22]
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*854. To ask the Minister for Education if she will consider frontloading ASD classes to a school 
(details supplied) given that it is growing to a 1000-pupil school; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Mark Ward. [42606/22]

*855. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the provision of additional ASD classes in a 
school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [42607/22]

*856. To ask the Minister for Education if she will approve a remote area grant for a person 
(details supplied). — Pa Daly. [42673/22]

*857. To ask the Minister for Education if a person (details supplied) will be accommodated 
on the appropriate bus route; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. 
[42689/22]

*858. To ask the Minister for Education if she will address a matter concerning school transport 
for a family in County Kerry (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Brendan Griffin. [42751/22]

*859. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ascertain from Bus Éireann the number of 
children who availed of concessionary school transport previously but have now been displaced as 
a result of the free school transport measure introduced for children eligible for school transport; 
the assistance that will be given to working families who have consistently paid for the school 
transport for their children as concessionary pupils; if the school transport service will be extended 
in order that they can continue to avail of transport; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Ring. [42787/22]

*860. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport will be provided to two siblings 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. 
[42800/22]

*861. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the community contribution refund that is 
due to a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. 
[42804/22]

*862. To ask the Minister for Education if a school (details supplied) has been and continues 
to be covered by State indemnity insurance since 2012 and as such did not require separate 
building insurance from that date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. 
[42805/22]

*863. To ask the Minister for Education the details of projects and schools given funding under 
the education catch-up summer scheme in Cork city. — Thomas Gould. [42807/22]

*864. To ask the Minister for Education the totality of grant-aid and or subsidy provided to each 
local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. 
[42824/22]

*865. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the huge costs faced 
by parents in relation to sending children back to school; and if she will address these costs and the 
waste in relation to buying physical books (details supplied). — Paul Murphy. [42858/22]
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*866. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport will be provided to a student (details 
supplied) in County Mayo in view of the fact that this student was always in receipt of school 
transport but due to an inadvertent error there is no application on file for this student. — Michael 
Ring. [42874/22]

*867. To ask the Minister for Education the number of seats that are available in north County 
Kildare on the school transport service for the 2022/2023 academic year; if she will provide 
additional capacity by either engaging Bus Éireann or a contractor to augment services; and the 
number of concessionary tickets issued and the capacity for this cohort. — Catherine Murphy. 
[42875/22]

*868. To ask the Minister for Education the consultation that took place between her Department 
and Bus Éireann in advance of the free school transport announcement; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [42880/22]

*869. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department made a decision to tender for a 
smaller bus for a school route (details supplied) in County Mayo for 2022/2023; if her Department 
made the decision to do this; the rationale for this decision in view of the immense hardship that it 
will now cause to the concessionary students of working parents who have been left without school 
transport; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [42889/22]

*870. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport will be provided for a family (details 
supplied) considering that they have availed of this service for many years; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [42891/22]

*871. To ask the Minister for Education her plans to review the criteria to grant an exemption 
from learning Irish; the reason that the criteria focus on literacy scores rather than considering other 
factors of children with disabilities and additional learning needs; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [42902/22]

*872. To ask the Minister for Education if a school (details supplied) will be considered for 
inclusion in the Energy Retrofit Pathfinder Programme; if this programme will be expanded to 
allow access for more schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. 
[42948/22]

*873. To ask the Minister for Education if the school transport system takes account of school 
feeder patterns in rural areas when allocating places; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Bernard J. Durkan. [42976/22]

*874. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question No. 1078 of 26 July 
2022, the status of the matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Niall Collins. [42980/22]

*875. To ask the Minister for Education the provisions that her Department is making to increase 
capacity within the school transport system; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Verona Murphy. [42992/22]

*876. To ask the Minister for Education the solutions that are being put in place for the issues 
with school transport (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Danny 
Healy-Rae. [43006/22]
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*877. To ask the Minister for Education if she will address the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael McNamara. [43013/22]

*878. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport will be provided to siblings (details 
supplied) given that their application was submitted on-time but they could not confirm their details 
due to issues with the website; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. 
[43028/22]

*879. To ask the Minister for Education if she will clarify the supports available in a situation 
(details supplied) where a child is not able to avail of public transport and can no longer be 
transported by her family to her school, specifically in this case when the circumstances mean that 
the family was unable to apply to any scheme before now and the new school term is imminent; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [43030/22]

*880. To ask the Minister for Education when a position will be filled for a National Educational 
Psychological Service psychologist in the Longford/Westmeath area; if schools will be reimbursed 
for psychologist reports which they have already paid privately for; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Peter Burke. [43031/22]

*881. To ask the Minister for Education the number of concessionary school bus ticket holders 
who have been refused a bus ticket to date in 2022 due to the additional demand following the 
Government’s decision to introduce free school travel; the steps that she will take to ensure that all 
those who were in receipt of tickets last year will receive their tickets this year; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [43039/22]

*882. To ask the Minister for Education if she will consider amending the terms of the school 
transport system to permit concessionary ticket holders to carry over a ticket allocation for the 
duration of their time in a given school, providing greater certainty for that student and their family; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [43041/22]

*883. To ask the Minister for Education if she will approve a school transport scheme ticket for 
a pupil (details supplied). — Pa Daly. [43051/22]

*884. To ask the Minister for Education if advice will be provided in relation to a matter raised 
by a person (details supplied) in correspondence in relation to an exemption to study Irish; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [43057/22]

*885. To ask the Minister for Education if clarification will be provided in relation to the case 
of a student (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. 
[43071/22]

*886. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to technical issues with 
the school bus transport portal and that some applicants with emails (details supplied) have not 
been receiving correspondence from Bus Éireann; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Pa Daly. [43072/22]

*887. To ask the Minister for Education the number of school bus transport applicants for 
concessionary tickets for the 2022/2023 school year; the number of applications from primary and 
secondary students, respectively for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pa 
Daly. [43073/22]
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*888. To ask the Minister for Education the number of school bus transport applicants that were 
refused concessionary tickets for the 2022/2023 school year; the number of applications from 
primary and secondary students, respectively for same; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Pa Daly. [43074/22]

*889. To ask the Minister for Education if clarification will be provided in relation to the case 
of a student (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. 
[43079/22]

*890. To ask the Minister for Education if a decision will be made on a school transport 
application by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Griffin. [43082/22]

*891. To ask the Minister for Education if a decision will be made on a school transport 
application by a student (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Griffin. [43083/22]

*892. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to issues with school 
transport applications being deemed late due to the systems set up by Government could not deliver 
or receive from email accounts (details supplied); and if she will deem those late applications to be 
valid. — Sean Sherlock. [43099/22]

*893. To ask the Minister for Education if she has had any engagement with the Minister for 
Transport and or the National Transport Authority, Bus Éireann or Dublin Bus to seek the transfer 
of low-floor wheelchair accessible single decker and double decker public service obligation fleet 
to the school transport fleet; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. 
[43110/22]

*894. To ask the Minister for Education if her Department will supply a list of the school 
transport fleet, broken down by depot, age, type of bus, and accessibility; the training, if any, that 
has been provided to drivers, Bus Éireann or private contractors in the use of the wheelchair lifts 
where high-sided coaches have been cascaded down to the school transport fleet; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [43111/22]

*895. To ask the Minister for Education when students at primary and second level can expect to 
have a fully accessible school transport fleet available to them to facilitate compliance with Articles 
9 and 24 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [43112/22]

*896. To ask the Minister for Education her views on whether it is in the best interests of a 
student who is mobility-impaired to travel with their siblings and friends in the same vehicle; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [43113/22]

*897. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she will take to ensure that accessible fleet 
is allocated to where it is actually required in order to facilitate compliance with Articles 9 and 24 
of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, so far as is practicable 
and reasonable and taking into account the inaccessible nature of the fleet at the present time; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [43114/22]

*898. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide a breakdown of the new school 
transport fleet that has been purchased between each of the years 2011 to 2021 and to date in 2022; 
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the level of accessibility of same; the location of this fleet; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Réada Cronin. [43115/22]

*899. To ask the Minister for Education if she will confirm that all drivers, Bus Éireann or 
contractors employed on school transport services are in possession of the appropriate Garda 
vetting certification; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [43116/22]

*900. To ask the Minister for Education if she will confirm that all drivers, Bus Éireann or 
contractors employed on school transport services have completed the Just A Minute card 
programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [43117/22]

*901. To ask the Minister for Education her Department’s views in relation to the use of a 
vendor product (details supplied) for school bus applications including details of the system’s 
implementation, cost and any bugs or customer service issues experienced to date. — Pa Daly. 
[43130/22]

*902. To ask the Minister for Education if any consideration has been given to re-employ or 
provide short-term contracts to school bus drivers aged 70 years plus to ease the very serious 
pressures on the school transport scheme. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43132/22]

*903. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide clarification on a school transport 
matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. 
[43146/22]

*904. To ask the Minister for Education the expenses paid to Ministerial advisers in her 
Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43150/22]

*905. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to secondary school 
teachers returning from the Middle East having taught in private schools being unable to claim 
their experience on the incremental scheme; if she will take action to address this in order to allow 
this experience to be registered given that primary school teachers can do so; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [43204/22]

*906. To ask the Minister for Education if she will account for the lack of school places for 
pupils (details supplied) in County Waterford. — Sean Sherlock. [43208/22]

*907. To ask the Minister for Education if the case of a child (details supplied) who has no bus 
ticket will be addressed. — Sean Sherlock. [43218/22]

*908. To ask the Minister for Education if the case of a child (details supplied) who has no 
school transport will be addressed. — Sean Sherlock. [43220/22]

*909. To ask the Minister for Education if the case of a child (details supplied) who has no 
school transport will be addressed. — Sean Sherlock. [43221/22]

*910. To ask the Minister for Education if the case of a child (details supplied) who has no 
school transport will be addressed. — Sean Sherlock. [43222/22]

*911. To ask the Minister for Education if the case of a child (details supplied) who has no 
school transport will be addressed. — Sean Sherlock. [43230/22]
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*912. To ask the Minister for Education if the case of a child (details supplied) who has no 
school transport will be addressed. — Sean Sherlock. [43233/22]

*913. To ask the Minister for Education if the case of a child (details supplied) who has no 
school transport will be addressed. — Sean Sherlock. [43237/22]

*914. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the case of children in 
County Kildare (details supplied) and their lack of school transport. — Sean Sherlock. [43240/22]

*915. To ask the Minister for Education the position regarding contracted-out buses participating 
in the school transport scheme being permitted to drive to the crossroads on Banna Road, Ardfert 
to pick up schoolchildren for schools in the Tralee area as opposed to the schoolchildren having to 
stand at the edge of a busy junction on a main road; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Pa Daly. [43243/22]

*916. To ask the Minister for Education when decisions will be made on remote area grant 
applications for students (details supplied) to attend a school; the reason for the delay in processing 
same given that the school term has commenced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Éamon Ó Cuív. [43244/22]

*917. To ask the Minister for Education when a school transport ticket will issue to a person 
(details supplied). — Pa Daly. [43269/22]

*918. To ask the Minister for Education if she will approve a school bus transport ticket for a 
person (details supplied). — Pa Daly. [43270/22]

*919. To ask the Minister for Education if she will reply to correspondence (details supplied) on 
school transport. — Sean Sherlock. [43290/22]

*920. To ask the Minister for Education the status of progress on a building project for a school 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [43294/22]

*921. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport will be provided to a child (details 
supplied) in County Mayo. — Michael Ring. [43299/22]

*922. To ask the Minister for Education when a school bus ticket will issue to a child (details 
supplied) in County Mayo. — Michael Ring. [43300/22]

*923. To ask the Minister for Education the plans that are in place to deal with the severe shortfall 
in school transport places for the 2022/2023 school year, in particular the number of children who 
previously had concessionary transport for the past number of years and who now find themselves 
without school transport this year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marian 
Harkin. [43306/22]

*924. To ask the Minister for Education if she will liaise with Bus Éireann to extend a bus 
route (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. 
[43341/22]

*925. To ask the Minister for Education the amount that her Department has spent on advertising 
on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent per platform; and the campaigns per 
platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43371/22]
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*926. To ask the Minister for Education the amount that her Department has spent to date on the 
major refurbishment works being carried out at a school (details supplied); and when these works 
will be completed. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [43403/22]

*927. To ask the Minister for Education the estimated full-year cost of increasing the number of 
WTE educational psychologists within the National Educational Psychological Service to 250. — 
Violet-Anne Wynne. [43404/22]

*928. To ask the Minister for Education if a school bus transport ticket will be approved for a 
student (details supplied). — Pa Daly. [43418/22]

*929. To ask the Minister for Education the contingency plans that she has in place to deal with 
the extra demand for school bus tickets and for the many parents who are being notified that there 
is no space on a bus for their child even though an older sibling has been offered a ticket; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Joe McHugh. [43465/22]

*930. To ask the Minister for Education the status of an application by a person (detail supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. [43467/22]

*931. To ask the Minister for Education if she will address the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael McNamara. [43472/22]

*932. To ask the Minister for Education if she will address the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael McNamara. [43485/22]

*933. To ask the Minister for Education if the case of a child (details supplied) who has no bus 
ticket will be examined. — Sean Sherlock. [43488/22]

*934. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the need for a new 
Irish language teacher in a school (details supplied); if her Department will engage with the school 
to ensure that this is urgently resolved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Steven 
Matthews. [43493/22]

*935. To ask the Minister for Education the details on the total amounts of monies awarded to 
Louth County Council by her Department in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in 
tabular form; if she will seek details on the total monies drawn down and spent by Louth County 
Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total monies that were returned to 
her Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43516/22]

*936. To ask the Minister for Education the position regarding any initiative that seeks to reduce 
the number of school books required by school students; if she will reduce the number of new 
editions published each year to allow for second-hand sales; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Steven Matthews. [43531/22]

*937. To ask the Minister for Education the number of schools that applied for funding for 
ventilation or filtration systems in the context of Covid-19 under the minor works grant announced 
on 13 December 2021; the number that received that funding; and the amount of money that was 
awarded for these purposes. — Paul Murphy. [43533/22]



4062

*938. To ask the Minister for Education if those families who have applied and who have been 
told that there is no place for their child on the school bus will be urgently granted access to the 
school transport that they need when the additional resources in relation to the procurement of 
extra buses and drivers for school transport are in place (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [43549/22]

*939. To ask the Minister for Education the number of times that she met with Bus Éireann over 
the summer since 24 July 2022 regarding school transport; the dates of those meetings; and the 
names of officials present at those meetings in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43551/22]

*940. To ask the Minister for Education the engagement she received from other Ministers 
on the matter of school transport; and if she will detail those representations. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43552/22]

*941. To ask the Minister for Education if the appropriate supports required by a child (details 
supplied) will be provided immediately in accordance with the application made on their behalf; 
the supports, if any, that have already been approved for them; if funding has also been allocated; 
and if she will expedite a positive response. — John McGuinness. [43580/22]

*942. To ask the Minister for Education the estimated cost of ensuring that each primary and 
secondary school has a school library, a school librarian, and access to the school digital library 
service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [43591/22]

*943. To ask the Minister for Education the estimated cost of ensuring that each DEIS secondary 
school is funded for the provision of a junior certificate schools programme library; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [43592/22]

*944. To ask the Minister for Education if she will confirm whether the €20 million provided 
in 2022 for school libraries was once-off funding or recurrent; if it counts as capital funding; the 
mechanism by which it was awarded to schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [43593/22]

*945. To ask the Minister for Education the number of representations that she has received 
from Members of the Houses of the Oireachtas in the month of August, specifically related to 
school transport; and the number of representations resolved in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43600/22]

*946. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide an update on the new building for a 
school (details supplied); when she expects planning permission to be applied for; when the school 
will open; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [43610/22]

*947. To ask the Minister for Education the annual rent paid for the existing premises of a school 
(details supplied) located on Parnell Square. — Neasa Hourigan. [43611/22]

*948. To ask the Minister for Education when school bus tickets will issue to two siblings 
(details supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Ring. [43616/22]

*949. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport for a child (details supplied) will be 
reinstated. — Paul McAuliffe. [43621/22]
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*950. To ask the Minister for Education the assistance that her Department can provide in 
relation to the case of a person (details supplied) whereby colleges in Scotland and England will not 
honour offers of placement in first year of the 2022/2023 academic year due to the delayed Leaving 
Certificate results; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Chris Andrews. [43627/22]

*951. To ask the Minister for Education if a local school place can be accommodated for a 
student (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43639/22]

*952. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport can be provided to children (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. 
[43649/22]

*953. To ask the Minister for Education if a bus will be provided for a specific transport run 
(details supplied) in 2022; if so, when the transport service will commence; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [43650/22]

*954. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport will be provided for a pupil (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [43652/22]

*955. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that a family (details supplied) must take in 
cases in which there is no school bus place for their children. — Sean Sherlock. [43662/22]

*956. To ask the Minister for Education the status of an appeal (details supplied). — Sean 
Sherlock. [43663/22]

*957. To ask the Minister for Education the progress that has been made in recent weeks in respect 
of a school (details supplied) and the school’s current and future accommodation requirements, the 
result of consideration of the options study by her Department; if delivery timeframes have been 
confirmed; if a better interim solution has been found given health and safety concerns raised; 
if every effort can be made to move this project forward at an early date; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [43664/22]

*958. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to serious concerns 
raised by Irish language teachers in relation to the new Junior Certificate course; if a review of the 
curriculum is proposed that would include feedback from relevant stakeholders including teachers; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [43666/22]

*959. To ask the Minister for Education the details of the way that the new Junior Certificate 
Irish curriculum was designed; if any Irish language teachers were included as a stakeholder group; 
the other persons who were part of the course design; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Steven Matthews. [43668/22]

*960. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that her Department puts in place a 
much-needed one-to-one SNA for a school (details supplied). — Paul Murphy. [43669/22]

*961. To ask the Minister for Education the position regarding the number of formal complaints 
received by her Department from teachers or school principals in relation to the new Irish Junior 
Certificate course particularly in relation to the lack of emphasis placed on the oral aspect of the 
examination; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [43671/22]
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*962. To ask the Minister for Education if the restrictions imposed by Bus Éireann on part time 
school bus drivers and drivers nominated by private operators that are preventing those aged over 
70 years working will be lifted to 75 years in view of the current shortage of drivers to allow those 
aged 70 years or over to continue to drive; if those over 70 years will be allowed to drive a Bus 
Éireann contracted bus if they undergo a yearly medical assessment and are deemed medically fit to 
do so; the additional efforts that are being made to fill the shortfall in drivers; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [43674/22]

*963. To ask the Minister for Education if a response will issue to a matter raised by a person 
(details supplied) in correspondence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus 
O’Dowd. [43675/22]

*964. To ask the Minister for Education if the school transport case of a student (details supplied) 
will be reviewed and update provided in relation to same. — Niamh Smyth. [43679/22]

*965. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the campaign by an 
organisation (details supplied) which calls on her Department to continue its investment in children 
and young people’s reading in Budget 2023. — Paul Murphy. [43680/22]

*966. To ask the Minister for Education if the school transport case of a student (details supplied) 
will be reviewed and an update provided in relation to same. — Niamh Smyth. [43681/22]

*967. To ask the Minister for Education if the school transport case of students (details supplied) 
will be reviewed and an update provided in relation to same. — Niamh Smyth. [43682/22]

*968. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the review the school transport scheme; 
when the review will be concluded; when the findings of same will be implemented; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [43683/22]

*969. To ask the Minister for Education when school transport will be facilitated in the case of 
children (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43704/22]

*970. To ask the Minister for Education when school transport will be facilitated in the case of 
a child (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43705/22]

*971. To ask the Minister for Education when school transport will be facilitated in the case of 
children (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43706/22]

*972. To ask the Minister for Education when school transport will be facilitated in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43707/22]

*973. To ask the Minister for Education when school transport will be facilitated in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43708/22]
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*974. To ask the Minister for Education when school transport will be facilitated in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43709/22]

*975. To ask the Minister for Education when school transport will be facilitated in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43710/22]

*976. To ask the Minister for Education when school transport will be facilitated in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43713/22]

*977. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport will be provided for a certain route 
given the circumstances of some pupils (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Ring. [43738/22]

*978. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport will be provided to a child (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. 
[43748/22]

*979. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport will be provided to a child (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. 
[43749/22]

*980. To ask the Minister for Education if she will reinstate extended Covid leave with pay for 
teachers who contracted long-Covid from working in a Covid-19 exposed environment such as 
special education teachers working with unmasked children; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Michael Ring. [43750/22]

*981. To ask the Minister for Education the status of an extension refurbishment to cater for 
a long-term projection of enrolment of 1,000 pupils and two special educational needs-based 
classrooms for a school (details supplied); when the project will commence; when it will be 
completed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [43757/22]

*982. To ask the Minister for Education if she will review a school transport case for a family 
(details supplied); and if she will provide an update on same. — Niamh Smyth. [43774/22]

*983. To ask the Minister for Education if she will review a school transport case for a child 
(details supplied); and if she will provide an update on same. — Niamh Smyth. [43775/22]

*984. To ask the Minister for Education if she has engaged with officials and or the Minister for 
Finance in respect of waiving VAT on school energy bills; and the structure and or supports which 
her Department has put in place to assist schools with their energy and or utility bills outside of the 
capitation grant. — Catherine Murphy. [43777/22]

*985. To ask the Minister for Education if she has developed a mitigation plan or if her 
Department has resources in place for schools that cannot pay their utility bills this winter. — 
Catherine Murphy. [43778/22]

*986. To ask the Minister for Education if she will review a school transport case for a child 
(details supplied); and if she will provide an update on same. — Niamh Smyth. [43779/22]
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*987. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she is taking to increase the number 
of places in secondary schools for young people with autism in County Cork. — Holly Cairns. 
[43789/22]

*988. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide the SNA allocations for secondary 
schools in Cork south west for the 2022/2023 academic year. — Holly Cairns. [43790/22]

*989. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she is taking to increase the lack of places 
in primary and secondary schools for young persons with special educational needs and disabilities. 
— Holly Cairns. [43791/22]

*990. To ask the Minister for Education when school transport will be provided to pupils (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [43810/22]

*991. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to the Budget 2023 
campaign of an organisation (details supplied) for greater investment in young children’s education; 
and if she will commit to meeting the demands put forward. — Paul Murphy. [43811/22]

*992. To ask the Minister for Education if she will review a school transport case for a child 
(details supplied); and if she will provide an update on same. — Niamh Smyth. [43816/22]

*993. To ask the Minister for Education if she will review a school transport case for a child 
(details supplied); and if she will provide an update on same. — Niamh Smyth. [43818/22]

*994. To ask the Minister for Education if a school transport service (details supplied) will be 
extended; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [43823/22]

*995. To ask the Minister for Education her plans to increase the number of special class places 
for students with autism in primary and secondary schools in the Dublin 9 and 11 areas; the location 
of each of the special class places for students with autism; the timeframe for the delivery of each 
in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [43825/22]

*996. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the disposal of land by her Department to 
the Department of Health to provide a primary health care centre in Collinstown, Dublin 22; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [43831/22]

*997. To ask the Minister for Education the reason that the tender for the building works at a 
school (details supplied) has not yet been approved. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [43838/22]

*998. To ask the Minister for Education the timeframe for the building works at a school (details 
supplied). — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [43839/22]

*999. To ask the Minister for Education if she will approve tender notices for works in a school 
(details supplied); the reason for the delays to this process; if her attention has been further drawn 
to the impact of any delay on the school and its students; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bríd Smith. [43843/22]

*1000. To ask the Minister for Education if a response will issue to pre-Budget submission 
campaign by an organisation (details supplied) seeking higher investment in key areas of education; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43858/22]
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*1001. To ask the Minister for Education when FEMPI cuts to pay for supervisors in schools, 
which were implemented in 2010 are to be reinstated to their original rates; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Noel Grealish. [43860/22]

*1002. To ask the Minister for Education the reason for a further delay by her Department in 
authorising the new build and refurbishment for a school (details supplied); and when approval for 
tenders will now be given to allow the long-awaited and much needed works to proceed. — Aengus 
Ó Snodaigh. [43865/22]

*1003. To ask the Minister for Education when a special educational needs transport application 
for a child (details supplied) will be processed by her Department; when the proposed new service 
will be put out to tender; the timeframe for the delivery of this urgent service; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43880/22]

*1004. To ask the Minister for Education the reason an Irish exemption for a person (details 
supplied) was refused by their post-primary school; the reason that this student’s post-primary 
school has refused to apply for an exemption even though an educational psychologist assessment 
confirming dyspraxia and dyslexia was provided to the post-primary school and the student has 
significant educational difficulties; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Lowry. [43883/22]

*1005. To ask the Minister for Education if there are any plans for the vacant school site at 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [43896/22]

*1006. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that the accommodation put in place 
for the Leaving Certificate 2022 due to the impacts of Covid-19 are extended to Leaving Certificate 
2023. — Holly Cairns. [43898/22]

*1007. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that a student (details supplied) is 
provided with the special education needs school transport they are entitled to. — Holly Cairns. 
[43899/22]

*1008. To ask the Minister for Education the number of students who were granted concessionary 
school transport tickets for the school year 2022/2023; the number of persons who applied for 
tickets; and the number of people who were refused; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Holly Cairns. [43900/22]

*1009. To ask the Minister for Education if she will immediately lift the ban on school bus drivers 
over the age of 70 in order to make more school transport bus drivers available. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43936/22]

*1010. To ask the Minister for Education if she will review the school transport case of a family 
(details supplied); and if she will provide an update on same. — Niamh Smyth. [43939/22]

*1011. To ask the Minister for Education when school transport will be provided to an eligible 
pupil (details supplied) in County Mayo. — Michael Ring. [43941/22]

*1012. To ask the Minister for Education the status of an appeal by an applicant (details supplied) 
given the urgent nature of same. — Sean Sherlock. [43965/22]
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*1013. To ask the Minister for Education the status of an appeal by an applicant (details supplied) 
given the urgent nature of same. — Sean Sherlock. [43966/22]

*1014. To ask the Minister for Education the status of an appeal by an applicant (details supplied) 
given the urgent nature of same. — Sean Sherlock. [43967/22]

*1015. To ask the Minister for Education the status of an appeal by an applicant (details supplied) 
given the urgent nature of same. — Sean Sherlock. [43968/22]

*1016. To ask the Minister for Education the number of appeals received to the school transport 
appeals board from July 2022 to 2 September 2022, and the county of origin of those appeals in 
tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43969/22]

*1017. To ask the Minister for Education if she will increase the number of hours per week for 
English classes for Ukrainian citizens (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Joe McHugh. [43979/22]

*1018. To ask the Minister for Education if she will refund families that are forced to pay for a 
private bus in cases in which they have not received any information on a school bus place. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43990/22]

*1019. To ask the Minister for Education the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Sean Sherlock. [44006/22]

*1020. To ask the Minister for Education if school transport will be provided for a child (details 
supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. 
[44023/22]

*1021. To ask the Minister for Education if discussions are expected to reimburse the parents of 
students who have no access to Bus Éireann buses and who have no choice but to pay for the private 
bus service provided by the schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard 
O’Donoghue. [44025/22]

*1022. To ask the Minister for Education if discussions are expected to introduce mental health 
education into schools given that many children and adolescents are unable to express their 
concerns in relation to their mental health; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Richard O’Donoghue. [44027/22]

*1023. To ask the Minister for Education if she will consider raising the compulsory retirement 
age of drivers who are in possession of a full PSV licence, a full driver licence and are certified as 
medically fit to drive, who have been working for contractors on contracts with Bus Éireann but 
are currently required to retire at 70 years of age given the shortage of bus drivers and the knock-on 
effect this is having on families; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. 
[44039/22]

*1024. To ask the Minister for Education the number of additional special needs assistants that 
have been hired since the formation of the Government by county in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [44100/22]
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*1025. To ask the Minister for Education the number of additional special class places that have 
been provided since the formation of the Government by county in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [44101/22]

*1026. To ask the Minister for Education the number of additional teachers that have been hired 
since the formation of the Government by county in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [44102/22]

*1027. To ask the Minister for Education if she will provide a breakdown of the expenditure on 
new school buildings and refurbishment of existing buildings since the formation of the Government 
by county in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. 
[44103/22]

*1028. To ask the Minister for Education if she will expand the number of junior certificate 
school programme libraries in secondary schools from the existing 30 as per the 2005 DEIS plan; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [44162/22]

*1029. To ask the Minister for Education her plans to urgently increase capacity on the school 
transport scheme given the increase in demand for the 2022/2023 academic year; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44172/22]

*1030. To ask the Minister for Education the engagement that she has had with Bus Éireann with 
regard to extending eligibility for bus drivers on the school transport scheme over the age of 70 
years, subject to a medical assessment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [44173/22]

*1031. To ask the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn to a campaign (details 
supplied); her plans for the upcoming Budget 2023 to maintain the Budget 2022 €20 million 
investment in books for rebuilding schools’ library stocks; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44174/22]

*1032. To ask the Minister for Education the analysis that her Department has carried out in 
advance of Budget 2023 into expanding the number of Junior Certificate school programme 
libraries in secondary schools from the existing 30 as per the 2005 DEIS plan; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44175/22]

*1033. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the establishment of a national advisory 
group on school library provision, as per recommendations 7 and 19 of the May 2022 report on 
Leaving Certificate reform by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Education, Further and Higher 
Education, Research, Innovation and Science; the terms of reference of the group; the membership 
of the group; the expected timeline for all primary and post-primary schools to have a school 
library, school librarian and full access to the school digital library service; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44176/22]

*1034. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the review of the school transport scheme; 
the terms of reference of the review; the timeline for the completion and publication of the review; 
the details of all meetings held by the review group to date; if minutes are taken in respect of 
these meetings; if so, her plans to publish them; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Catherine Connolly. [44177/22]
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*1035. To ask the Minister for Education the membership of the school transport scheme review 
steering group; the details of all interim reports that have been received to date from the review 
steering group; her plans for the publication of same; the details of all meetings held by the steering 
group to date; if minutes are taken in respect of these meetings; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44178/22]

*1036. To ask the Minister for Education the membership of the school transport scheme review 
technical working group; the details of all meetings of the technical working group to date; if 
minutes are taken in respect of these meetings; if so, her plans to publish them; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44179/22]

*1037. To ask the Minister for Education the steps that she is taking to address a matter in which 
concessionary school transport pupils have had their service withdrawn due to an oversubscription 
of eligible pupils due to the premature Government announcement of the removal of school bus 
charges; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that some families have been availing of these 
concessionary services for over a decade until the withdrawal of services in August 2022; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [44183/22]

*1038. To ask the Minister for Education the reason that a school (details supplied) in Dublin 11 
was allocated zero complex needs hours; the way that the National Council for Special Education 
arrived at this decision; if this decision will be reviewed; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44190/22]

*1039. To ask the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Question No. 1115 of 26 
July 2022, the entitlement to school transport for students attending their second nearest school 
in the 2022/2023 school year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. 
[44226/22]

*1040. To ask the Minister for Education if work has commenced on the Traveller Education 
Strategy which was committed to in the 2020 Programme for Government; the progress that has 
been made to date; and when the strategy will be completed and rolled out across the education 
system. — Mary Lou McDonald. [44232/22]

*1041. To ask the Minister for Education the status of the progress and timelines for delivery 
of new school accommodation for post-primary schools (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [44236/22]

*1042. To ask the Minister for Education the status of progress and the timelines for the delivery 
of new school accommodation for schools (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Emer Higgins. [44237/22]

*1043. To ask the Minister for Education if there will be further funding for schools to buy new 
reading materials for their libraries. — Gary Gannon. [44268/22]

*1044. To ask the Minister for Education the number of schools that have had an air filtration 
system installed in classrooms since September 2021, in tabular form. — Gary Gannon. [44269/22]

*1045. To ask the Minister for Education the number of schools that have requested the installation 
of an air filtration system in classrooms since September 2021, in tabular form. — Gary Gannon. 
[44270/22]
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*1046. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that a €20 million school library book 
grant is retained for the upcoming year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Cian 
O’Callaghan. [44271/22]

*1047. To ask the Minister for Education if she will commit to improving the €20 million 
investment in school library books for children and young persons to read for pleasure; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [44322/22]

*1048. To ask the Minister for Education the progress being made to ensure that all primary and 
post primary schools have a school library, school librarian and full access to the school digital 
library service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [44323/22]

*1049. To ask the Minister for Education if she will ensure that all schools offer the ability to pay 
in cash for fees, field trips and other goods and services offered by and or through them; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [44324/22]

*1050. To ask the Minister for Education the amount of capital funding that her Department has 
provided to a school (details supplied) in each of the years 2019 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in 
tabular form. — Claire Kerrane. [44343/22]

Chun an Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Social Protection.

*1051. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost of extending the domiciliary 
care allowance to children aged 16 and 17 years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Duncan Smith. [44118/22]

*1052. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost of increasing the domiciliary 
care allowance by €20 per month; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan 
Smith. [44119/22]

*1053. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will extend free travel to persons diagnosed 
with epilepsy given that they are no longer permitted to drive; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [44166/22]

*1054. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been drawn to the fact that an 
organisation (details supplied) has at times used the catalyst questionnaire to identify children as 
challenges for parents seeking employment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Pa 
Daly. [41995/22]

*1055. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the current status of a working family payment 
claim in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. — Sean Sherlock. [41996/22]

*1056. To ask the Minister for Social Protection Further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 108 
and 149 of 14 July 2022, the reason that the figures on refused, discontinued and or disallowed 
applications for fuel allowance are not complied and available (details supplied); if she plans to 
supply the information requested; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. 
[41998/22]

*1057. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been drawn to the fact that 
her Department is deeming persons in receipt of approved retirement funds to be still engaged 
in self-employment and not to be eligible for benefit payment for 65-year olds; her views on this 
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interpretation of the legislation by her officials; if the matter will be clarified for the many holders of 
approved retirement funds under 65 years who will in due course be affected by this interpretation 
of the legislation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Willie O’Dea. [42013/22]

*1058. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a fair severance package will be given to 
employers (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-
Rae. [42061/22]

*1059. To ask the Minister for Social Protection her views on categorising long-Covid as 
a disability or an occupational injury; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John 
McGuinness. [42087/22]

*1060. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason that the supports for sole traders 
who are self-employed have not received continuing support in the post-Covid period, given that 
an employee who has been made redundant, regardless of the amount of redundancy payment 
received will automatically receive nine months jobseeker’s benefit prior to being transferred onto 
a means tested benefit and in view of the fact that that jobseeker’s benefit is available for the self-
employed however in order to qualify a person must not be engaged in self-employment.; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — John Lahart. [42113/22]

*1061. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason that sole traders in the self-employment 
sector are not treated in the same manner as persons who are ex-employees; the reason that existing 
sole traders are not offered assistance in the same way that support is offered to new self-employed 
persons; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John Lahart. [42115/22]

*1062. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if an application for a disability allowance 
payment currently under appeal will be approved for a person (details supplied); if an oral hearing 
will be arranged for the applicant if necessary; and if she will expedite a positive outcome. — John 
McGuinness. [42159/22]

*1063. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if the legislation will be amended to facilitate 
applicants who take-up employment whilst their partial capacity application is processing or who 
apply shortly after to make a late claim (details supplied). — Robert Troy. [42173/22]

*1064. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline the process in cases in which a 
person requires a Personal Public Service Number to access urgent or emergency medical services 
but has not yet been assigned a number; if a PPSN can be allocated for that purpose; if so, the 
timeframe for obtaining a PPSN in these circumstances; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [42181/22]

*1065. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she has received a budget proposal from an 
organisation (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. 
[42183/22]

*1066. To ask the Minister for Social Protection her plans to provide pay restoration to those 
on the job initiative scheme and the community employment scheme, similar to pay restoration 
provided for the public service in recent years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Willie O’Dea. [42194/22]

*1067. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the present rate of payment for a breakfast, snack, 
lunch, dinner and hot meal respectively under the school meals local projects scheme; when these 
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rates of payment were set in each case; if it is intended to raise these in line with the increasing 
cost of food, labour and transport since the rates were set; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42228/22]

*1068. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the current arrangements in place in relation to 
one member pension schemes; if she intends reforming the PRSA arrangements to facilitate the 
needs of one member pension schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon 
Ó Cuív. [42236/22]

*1069. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been drawn to concerns 
(details supplied); if she will confirm when she will be in a position to meet with representatives of 
the Programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [42240/22]

*1070. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details supplied) has sufficient 
contributions to claim a State (contributory) pension. — John McGuinness. [42252/22]

*1071. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if an application for a State pension for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited, approved and backdated to the date of the first application; the 
reason for the delay and the fact that the original application was mislaid. — John McGuinness. 
[42280/22]

*1072. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the status of an application for a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [42303/22]

*1073. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the total budget allocated to the additional needs 
payment; if she will provide a breakdown of the total amount of the budget allocated from the 
scheme for assistance with costs of home heating oil, electricity, gas, petrol and diesel to date in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [42304/22]

*1074. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will review an appeal for a person (details 
supplied) and urgently expedite same. — Niamh Smyth. [42314/22]

*1075. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will give consideration to an issue (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin. [42319/22]

*1076. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the progress to date in the determination of an 
application for invalidity pension in the case of a person (details supplied) who has submitted extra 
documentation as requested; when the application is likely to be finalised; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42360/22]

*1077. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a review will be undertaken of a recent decision 
to refuse an application for a domiciliary care allowance in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42365/22]

*1078. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if previous Northern Ireland pension contributions 
made in the UK qualify are recognised as contributions in the Republic of Ireland for assessment 
of old age pension entitlements given the proposal to amend the number of contributions required 
to be eligible for a full old age pension in Ireland and the passing of Brexit legislation in the 
United Kingdom, if she will advise that previous pre-Brexit UK contributions will be recognised in 
Ireland and the processes required for a resident in Ireland to make an application for a contributory 
pension on this basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Shanahan. [42368/22]
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*1079. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a person who has been declared bankrupt 
and or insolvent, has a Revenue Commissioners judgement against them and who has no means 
available to them may obtain social welfare payments such as jobseeker’s allowance or the State 
pension (non-contributory) (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Sean Fleming. [42386/22]

*1080. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if discussions are expected to increase the 
children’s allowance payment to help ease the burden on families; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Richard O’Donoghue. [42391/22]

*1081. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if an increase in payment will be given to persons 
on community employment schemes (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42410/22]

*1082. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will advise on a matter raised in 
correspondence (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — David 
Cullinane. [42419/22]

*1083. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the details of the company that has secured the 
bid of the new private job activation service replacing JobPath; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Paul Murphy. [42421/22]

*1084. To ask the Minister for Social Protection her views on a matter (details supplied) regarding 
pension arrangements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [42432/22]

*1085. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if funding will be made available in 2023 for the 
27 ability group programmes (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
James Lawless. [42462/22]

*1086. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will issue an update in respect of funding 
from the dormant funds account to support persons (details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. 
[42464/22]

*1087. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she has engaged with the Minister for Health 
in respect of a petition (details supplied) regarding the continued use of dormant account funds. — 
Catherine Murphy. [42465/22]

*1088. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider amending the current employer 
PRSI contributions policy in which the Department of Education and Skills is the employer of 
home tutors as per the Revenue Commissioners but does not pay employer PRSI contributions; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42476/22]

*1089. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a response will issue to a matter raised in 
correspondence (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. 
[42481/22]

*1090. To ask the Minister for Social Protection her views on correspondence (details supplied); 
and the proposals that are being considered to deal with the issues highlighted; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Sean Fleming. [42509/22]
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*1091. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of applications received for 
supplementary welfare to date in 2022; the number that were successful; the average payment 
awarded; the reason that the same application form is used for the additional needs payment; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [42526/22]

*1092. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason that capital spending under her vote 
group is -67.8% to date in 2022; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[42530/22]

*1093. To ask the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 623 of 
12 July 2022, if she will consider in the upcoming Budget extending the child dependent cut-off 
age to 24 years if the child is still attending a third level course (details supplied). — Robert Troy. 
[42583/22]

*1094. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the progress, if any, that has been made in 
attempting to have funds recovered following a transfer to an incorrect account in the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[42600/22]

*1095. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if discussions are expected to increase the fuel 
allowance to help persons who are struggling with the escalating costs of fuel; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Richard O’Donoghue. [42620/22]

*1096. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if and when an old age pension payment will be 
backdated in the case of a person (details supplied) to the time by which they had paid the necessary 
contributions given that delays were through no fault of their own; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42671/22]

*1097. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if the carer’s allowance will be approved for a 
person (details supplied). — John McGuinness. [42683/22]

*1098. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the progress that has been made made to date in 
the determination of a carer’s allowance appeal in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42690/22]

*1099. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been drawn to the concerns 
raised by an organisation (details supplied); if she will address these concerns as part of her 
Departments 2023 Budget proposals; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Lowry. [42701/22]

*1100. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an update on the Pensions 
Council’s proposed cost-transparency initiative in respect of the costs and charges applied to the 
management of private pensions; if she will outline the details of the promised response (details 
supplied) that she has received, if any, on the issue from the Pensions Council; her views on 
the Pensions Council’s findings; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. 
[42715/22]

*1101. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider an increase in the qualified 
adult allowance payment in line with any increase in social welfare payments, particularly in the 
instance of those qualified adults over 80 years of age; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Paul Kehoe. [42741/22]
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*1102. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if consideration has been given to including 
disablement benefit as a qualifying payment for the fuel allowance scheme; the reason that receipt 
of this benefit currently limits otherwise-qualifying households from receiving the fuel allowance; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [42754/22]

*1103. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of recipients of disablement benefit 
in each of the years 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [42756/22]

*1104. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42760/22]

*1105. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a review will be undertaken of a carer’s 
allowance application in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42761/22]

*1106. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a modification will be made to the taxation 
system in order that if in one year fewer than 52 class A PRSI credits are accrued and a significant 
amount of PRSI is paid by the taxpayer on unearned income that sufficient class S credits would be 
awarded to bring the total number of credits to 52 and class K should only be used when there are 
already 52 class A credits. — Jim O’Callaghan. [42813/22]

*1107. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will advise on a matter raised in 
correspondence; if she will review particular circumstances on behalf of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [42815/22]

*1108. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the totality of grant-aid and or subsidy provided 
to each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details supplied). — Catherine 
Murphy. [42835/22]

*1109. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if those who let a room to a student will be 
penalised in terms of their social welfare entitlements. — Sean Sherlock. [42846/22]

*1110. To ask the Minister for Social Protection when the new measures and the disregard will be 
in place for social welfare recipients in order to avail of the rent-a-room scheme without affecting 
their social welfare payments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin. 
[42884/22]

*1111. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of claims in the education sector 
for short-term jobseeker’s payments from substitute teachers and all non-permanent education 
employees in each of the past five years to date for school summer holiday periods; the average 
length of time for processing the claims; if her attention has been drawn to the fact there is a 
backlog; the reason for the delay in processing claims; if she will review the way in which claims 
are processed to ensure that payments are issued in a timely manner in the future to reduce the 
backlog; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [42888/22]

*1112. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if the income threshold will be increased for 
access to fuel allowance considering the ongoing cost-of-living crises and sharp rises in energy 
costs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [42896/22]
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*1113. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the current average waiting time for application 
approvals for the domiciliary care allowance; if steps will be taken to reduce this waiting time; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [42939/22]

*1114. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been drawn to a document 
(details supplied); if she will take the findings into account and ensure that pensions are increased 
in Budget 2023 from the day of the Budget rather than from next January; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [42956/22]

*1115. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of recipients of a widow’s pension in 
2022, broken down by gender and county of receipt in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [42965/22]

*1116. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason that recipients of the widow’s pension 
cannot receive illness benefit; and if she plans to review the situation. — Sean Sherlock. [42966/22]

*1117. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost of universally introducing the 
back-to-school allowance to all recipients of the widows pension who have school going children. 
— Sean Sherlock. [42967/22]

*1118. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the engagement that her Department had with the 
Department of Children regarding the national childcare scheme and the status of widowed persons 
and their income eligibility. — Sean Sherlock. [42968/22]

*1119. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the breakdown of exceptional needs payments 
under the supplementary welfare allowance paid in each month; the total and individual value of 
each payment; and the total expenditure by category and month from January 2021 to September 
2022, inclusive in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [42969/22]

*1120. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of heating supplement payments 
that were paid under the supplementary welfare allowance for each month from January 2021 
to September 2022, inclusive in tabular form; the number of persons who were in receipt of the 
fuel allowance; the number who were not in receipt of fuel allowance; the value of each monthly 
heating payment under the category; and if the payment was made directly to the person or to the 
energy company. — Sean Sherlock. [42970/22]

*1121. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of payments that have been made 
under supplementary welfare either through community welfare officer discretion, emergency nurse 
practitioner or advanced clinical practitioners under the heading or criteria of back-to-school costs; 
the total payments made under that heading; the county breakdown of that heading; the average 
amount per payment in each county for the months May, June, July, August, 2022 in tabular form. 
— Sean Sherlock. [42971/22]

*1122. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has been made on the review of a 
backdated appeal State pension (contributory) in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [42975/22]

*1123. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will approve an application for back to 
school clothing and footwear allowance for a person (details supplied). — Pa Daly. [42988/22]

*1124. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding the European Union 
decision to recognise Covid-19 as an occupational disease in health and social care settings; the 



4078

measures that are being considered in the Irish context and in particular for those impacted by long-
Covid; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [43027/22]

*1125. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will examine the case of a person (details 
supplied). — Sean Sherlock. [43032/22]

*1126. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if Covid-19 is included as a qualifying illness for 
the occupational injuries benefit scheme, considering cases where healthcare staff have contracted 
Covid-19 in their workplace which has resulted in long-term health issues; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [43036/22]

*1127. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will outline all qualifying illnesses for 
the occupational injuries benefit scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire 
Kerrane. [43037/22]

*1128. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has been made on a State pension 
appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [43042/22]

*1129. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the progress to date in determination of an 
application for exceptional needs payment in the case of a person (details supplied) who recently 
submitted an application for assistance with the purchase of white goods; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [43044/22]

*1130. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a decision will be made on an application 
disability allowance by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry. — Brendan Griffin. [43085/22]

*1131. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a person (details supplied) 
with a social protection payment. — Catherine Murphy. [43103/22]

*1132. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an update on an application 
by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[43144/22]

*1133. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the expenses paid to Ministerial advisers in her 
Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43160/22]

*1134. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated yield in 2023 from increasing the 
rate of employers PRSI from 11.05% to 14.25% on the portion of individual salaries in excess of 
€155,000. — Catherine Murphy. [43194/22]

*1135. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the status of a disability allowance appeal of a 
person (details supplied). — Paul McAuliffe. [43286/22]

*1136. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will address the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [43297/22]

*1137. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason that the back-to-school clothing and 
footwear allowance is not available to PAYE workers who are under the income threshold; if the 
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allowance will be extended to PAYE workers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Brendan Griffin. [43349/22]

*1138. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the engagement that she has had with the 
Minister for Education on the matter of school transport since June 2022; and if she will publish 
any correspondence shared with the Minister for Education on same. — Sean Sherlock. [43363/22]

*1139. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the amount that her Department has spent on 
advertising on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent per platform; and the 
campaigns per platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43382/22]

*1140. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if those availing of the widow’s pension can also 
receive illness benefit and or the back-to-school allowance in circumstances where they do not 
have the financial support of another parent; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim 
O’Callaghan. [43386/22]

*1141. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will put measures in place in consultation 
with the Department of Health to ensure that women who are missing days of work through 
pregnancy loss will not have to take annual leave to cover the days which they are forced to miss. 
— Cathal Crowe. [43395/22]

*1142. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated full-year cost if the carer’s support 
grant increased to €2,100. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [43405/22]

*1143. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a list of the schools in the 
Dublin 9 and 11 region that are part of the hot meals programme; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [43458/22]

*1144. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if officials in her Department will liaise with 
their counterparts in Hungary with a view to assessing contributions for the purpose of qualifying 
for an invalidity pension in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [43470/22]

*1145. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a jobseeker’s allowance will be approved in the 
case of a person (details supplied) given that the information requested has been submitted and the 
client is experiencing hardship; and if the back-to-school allowance will also be expedited. — John 
McGuinness. [43489/22]

*1146. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason that the public services card is not 
acceptable as a form of ID for the opening of credit union and bank accounts; and if she will review 
this to ensure that it can be used for opening back accounts and so on where the holder does not 
hold a driving licence or passport. — Eoin Ó Broin. [43509/22]

*1147. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the details on the total amounts of monies 
awarded to Louth County Council by her Department in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date 
in 2022, in tabular form; if she will seek details on the total monies drawn down and spent by Louth 
County Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total monies that were 
returned to her Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43527/22]
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*1148. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the details of supports for property owners who 
make their properties available for Ukrainian or other refugees; the amount that has been spent on 
these schemes to date; and the maximum payment made to any one property owner under these 
schemes. — Paul Murphy. [43534/22]

*1149. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a breakdown of the various 
supports or incentives provided to employers hiring workers with disabilities, such as, but not 
limited to, the wage subsidy scheme for persons with disabilities, and the annual expenditure 
relating to each support over the past five years in tabular form. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [43539/22]

*1150. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if he will respond to a pre-budget submission from 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43544/22]

*1151. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí cad iad na tacaíochtaí atá ar fáil do na húinéirí 
foirgnimh a chuireann dídean ar fáil do mhuintir na hÚcráine nó d’aon teifigh eile; is é sin le rá an 
méid airgid atá caite go dtí seo ar na scéimeanna sin a leagan amach agus an íocaíocht is mó atá 
déanta le húinéir faoi na scéimeanna sin a chur in iúl. — Paul Murphy. [43547/22]

*1152. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the eligibility criteria for the 
back-to-school allowance that currently does not allow for foster carers; the basis for currently 
excluding this group from this payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Steven 
Matthews. [43605/22]

*1153. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of applications that have been 
received for the back-to-school clothing and footwear allowance in 2022; the number of applications 
that have been processed to date; and the number of those applications approved and the number 
declined. — Claire Kerrane. [43641/22]

*1154. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of applications that have been 
received under the additional needs payment by month and by county to date in 2022; the number 
of applications approved for payment; and the average length of time that it took for decision. — 
Claire Kerrane. [43642/22]

*1155. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the types of payments that have been paid out, 
that is, energy and so on, under the additional needs payment to date in 2022. — Claire Kerrane. 
[43643/22]

*1156. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if an oral hearing can be facilitated in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43646/22]

*1157. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will request her Department to review a 
decision to deny a person (details supplied) illness benefit. — Paul Murphy. [43673/22]

*1158. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if an invalidity pension payment in respect of a 
person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be reinstated; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Griffin. [43677/22]

*1159. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the reason that the current processing time for 
new claims for partial capacity benefit is approximately eight weeks from the date of application; 
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the way that this processing time can be improved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Alan Dillon. [43690/22]

*1160. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has been made on the review of the 
rate of disability allowance being paid to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [43698/22]

*1161. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will clarify the position with the local 
employment services provided by South Dublin County partnership specifically; if SDC partnership 
has lost the tender to provide the local employment services; if funding from her Department has 
been delayed to the partnership; if so, the reason for same; if her attention has been drawn to the 
threat of the redundancy facing 37 workers at the partnership; if she or her officials will meet 
with the workers representative; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. 
[43717/22]

*1162. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will review a working family payment 
application for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh 
Smyth. [43724/22]

*1163. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will request the Pensions Authority to 
extend the deadline for compliance with EU Directive IOPR II in respect of one-member pension 
arrangements to 1 January 2023 in order to allow for proposed changes to be made to personal 
retirement savings accounts; if she will consult with the Minister for Finance on this issue in the 
context for preparations for the Finance Act 2023; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Seán Haughey. [43736/22]

*1164. To ask the Minister for Social Protection when a fuel allowance will be paid in the case of 
a person (details supplied) who requires urgent assistance in respect of their fuel and heating costs; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [43746/22]

*1165. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has been made on the review of an 
invalidity pension application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [43759/22]

*1166. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the measures that she is taking to protect the role 
of volunteers in the Citizens Information Service. — Sean Sherlock. [43763/22]

*1167. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost to restore the jobseeker’s 
allowance rate for those under 25 years to €208 a week; and if it is under active consideration for 
Budget 2023. — Sean Sherlock. [43765/22]

*1168. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an update on a disability 
allowance application for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Niamh Smyth. [43822/22]

*1169. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the steps he is taking to increase the pension 
entitlements of full-time family carers. — Holly Cairns. [43916/22]

*1170. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she has considered restoring access to the fuel 
allowance for the small cohort of persons on the jobs initiative scheme who previously could access 
the fuel allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [43942/22]
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*1171. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the current average waiting time for a public 
services card appointment; and the current average waiting time for a card to be issued. — Seán 
Crowe. [43959/22]

*1172. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if there are any plans to reintroduce the dietary 
supplement to help those on a special diet prescribed by a doctor or hospital consultant in this time 
of increased cost of living. — Seán Crowe. [43960/22]

*1173. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she has reviewed the issue regarding class 
S PRSI contributions arising solely from personal pensions in the context of eligibility for the 
payment for those over 65 years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. 
[44016/22]

*1174. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will extend the eligibility criteria for 
qualification for the free travel scheme to persons under 66 years who have paid a D1 stamp and 
who are deemed to be medically ill, given that they cannot receive a qualifying payment for this 
benefit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [44017/22]

*1175. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if an application for a working family payment 
by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; if the payment will be expedited; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [44030/22]

*1176. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if the case of a person (details supplied) will be 
reconsidered taking into account the fact that the only income in the home is that from long-term 
social welfare payments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [44035/22]

*1177. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details supplied) in County Cork will 
remain in receipt of a payment pending a decision on a review. — Michael Creed. [44040/22]

*1178. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider creating a new band of 
the fuel allowance scheme to allow working families and persons on modest incomes to access 
emergency support this winter as part of Budget 2023; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Cormac Devlin. [44055/22]

*1179. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide an update on the process of 
putting the application for the additional needs payment online as an option. — Claire Kerrane. 
[44147/22]

*1180. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the steps that she will take to reduce processing 
times for the additional needs payment. — Claire Kerrane. [44148/22]

*1181. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of staff dealing with the additional 
needs payment; and the number of staff dealing with similar payments as of the same time in 2021, 
in tabular form. — Claire Kerrane. [44149/22]

*1182. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the current average waiting times for applications 
for social welfare supports, including appeals. — Claire Kerrane. [44150/22]

*1183. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if funding will be extended beyond 2022 to the 
27 ability group programmes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[44160/22]
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*1184. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if the current dormant accounts fund measures to 
support the employment of people with disabilities programme will be extended beyond 2022; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [44161/22]

*1185. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if consideration is being given to establishing 
an enhanced illness benefit scheme for monkeypox, as was the case with Covid-19; her views on 
same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44189/22]

*1186. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the cost of a once-off doubling of child benefit 
for one month and an additional once-off additional €100 payment of child benefit, respectively. 
— Pearse Doherty. [44197/22]

*1187. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the analysis that her Department has carried 
out into extending payment of maternity benefit beyond the current 26 weeks, particularly in view 
of the ongoing cost-of-living crisis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [44201/22]

*1188. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the analysis that her Department has carried out 
into increasing the rate of maternity benefit in Budget 2023; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44202/22]

*1189. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the eligibility conditions for a person who does 
not have a social welfare pension to qualify for the household benefit package; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [44211/22]

*1190. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if he will review an application for a working 
family payment for a person (details supplied); if she will expedite same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [44240/22]

*1191. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will review an application for a child 
benefit application by a person (details supplied); if she will expedite same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [44241/22]

*1192. To ask the Minister for Social Protection if she will review an application for a working 
family payment for a person (details supplied); if she will expedite same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [44242/22]

*1193. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the steps that she is taking in response to the 
decision of a public body (details supplied) to require insurance companies to suspend providing 
one member pensions. — Holly Cairns. [44316/22]

*1194. To ask the Minister for Social Protection the number of applications received for 
supplementary welfare to date in 2022; the number that were successful; the average payment 
awarded; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [44327/22]

Chun an Aire Leanaí, Comhionannais, Míchumais, Lánpháirtíochta agus Óige: To the Minister for 
Children, Equality; Disability; Integration and Youth.

*1195. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the reason 
that drop-in creche facilities are excluded from accessing the new core funding model; and if he 
will take action to address the exclusion of this service. — Eoin Ó Broin. [41945/22]
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*1196. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
examine a situation in which a creche is unable to open due to a delay in receiving a certificate 
from Tusla (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. 
[41946/22]

*1197. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of 
social workers and social care workers that are currently employed by Tusla; the number employed 
in each of the past five years in tabular form; the full complement of each; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41950/22]

*1198. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the state 
of advancement of the combined and individual plans of his Department and Tusla to reduce the 
reliance on for profit companies in the matter of residential placements; if he will publish the plans 
given that its Chief Executive (details supplied) raised this issue in September 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41951/22]

*1199. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he approves 
of that fact that 68% of children in residential care are in placements run by private companies; if 
not, the plans that his Department has to return this care to the State; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41952/22]

*1200. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the amount 
that will be paid to a company (details supplied) that is taking over the functions previously fulfilled 
by another company; if this is greater or a lesser amount than that paid to the latter; the number of 
children involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41953/22]

*1201. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if a company 
(details supplied) is operating in Ireland; if so, if Tusla is contracting with it; the amount paid to 
the company in each of the past five years in tabular form; the number of children involved in each 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41954/22]

*1202. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his views on 
childcare for parents of young children who are seeking work but cannot afford to pay for childcare 
while on jobseeker’s benefit or allowance. — Pa Daly. [41994/22]

*1203. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 503 of 31 May 2022, if he will provide a breakdown of report origin 
in respect of sexual abuse referrals to Tusla; and if he will provide the breakdown by referring 
organisation and county. — Catherine Murphy. [42001/22]

*1204. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the length of 
time that the current proposed core funding model for early childhood care and education will run; 
the length of time that the current freeze in fees will last for; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bríd Smith. [42041/22]

*1205. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of Tusla child sexual abuse findings that were classified as confirmed that were overturned by 
the appeal panel to classified as unfounded since the formation of the appeals panel in 2015; the 
number of alleged perpetrators of child sexual abuse that have sued Tusla in relation to outcomes 
and findings; the amount that Tusla has paid out in settlements and legal fees; if Tusla outcomes and 
findings that were made prior to the publication of the 2014 policies and procedures have no standing 
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at present given that these assessments were conducted in the absence of a health board and HSE 
policy; if this is the case given that it would impact each case prior to the commencement of the 
2014 policies and procedures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John McGuinness. 
[42080/22]

*1206. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of whole-time equivalent staff that have been funded at Clones family resource centre in each of 
the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022; if additional staff places will be funded; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [42093/22]

*1207. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the 
engagements that he has had with the Minister for Justice in relation to the suspension of the 
Council of Europe agreement on the abolition of visas for refugees. — Pa Daly. [42155/22]

*1208. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of temporary protection document holders accommodated by the International Protection 
Accommodation Services in a location (details supplied) in tabular form. — Pa Daly. [42156/22]

*1209. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
commit to a review of the statutory services that are provided in the Newcastle and Rathcoole areas 
given the demographics in these areas; the statutory services that are funded by HSE and Child and 
Family Support Agency for children and family services and organisations; the services that are 
funded through other sources for example through Pobal and the Department of Education that are 
currently available in these areas; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that these communities 
are being affected by a lack of these services; the plans to address the issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Gino Kenny. [42182/22]

*1210. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of 
expressions of interest in fostering that have been received by Tusla in each of the past 18 months 
broken down by local area office. — Patrick Costello. [42213/22]

*1211. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of 
applications to foster that have been received by Tusla in each of the past 18 months broken down 
by local area office. — Patrick Costello. [42214/22]

*1212. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of 
social workers who are qualified to undertake joint interviews with gardaí broken down by region. 
— Patrick Costello. [42217/22]

*1213. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
provide a breakdown of the placement used by the out-of-hours social work service in the past 18 
months in tabular form. — Patrick Costello. [42218/22]

*1214. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if his attention 
has been drawn to the possible closure of immigrant services (details supplied) in Kilkenny due to 
the lack of funding for the support officer; if the funding required of €20,000.00 will be sanctioned 
as a matter of urgency given the importance of this work and the new challenges arising from the 
intake of refugees fleeing the war in Ukraine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John 
McGuinness. [42220/22]
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*1215. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the funding 
that is available for the provision of access-and-inclusion model supports for childcare facilities 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [42288/22]

*1216. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his plans for 
the upcoming Budget to ensure the welfare and integration of all refugees into Irish communities. 
— Paul Murphy. [42382/22]

*1217. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if a Ukrainian 
child born on 21 December 2017 would be eligible for free pre-school; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [42435/22]

*1218. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if his 
Department or any organisation acting on behalf of his Department purchased property in an area 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [42446/22]

*1219. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the reason 
that capital spending under his vote group is -76.6% to date in 2022; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [42527/22]

*1220. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 1327 of 26 July 2022, if he will consider a proposal to insert an interim 
measure at section 4.3.1 in the Early Childhood Care and Education Programme rules allowing for 
choice of start date for parents of multiple births, pending the outcome of the upcoming 12- month 
review of the Programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42582/22]

*1221. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of children referred by Tusla for special care; and the number of children that were accepted and 
not accepted in each of the years 2018 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form. — Mark Ward. 
[42609/22]

*1222. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of 
places in special care through Tusla; the amount of annual referrals; the extent of the waiting list; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [42610/22]

*1223. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of children reported missing whilst under the care of Tusla in each of the years 2018 to 2021 and 
to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. 
[42611/22]

*1224. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the criteria 
and process for a child being taken into special care by Tusla; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Mark Ward. [42612/22]

*1225. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the status of 
a child (details supplied) whose parent and guardian ad-litem have applied for special care with 
Tusla; if they will be receiving this care; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Mark Ward. [42613/22]
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*1226. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
ensure that small to medium childcare providers are not disadvantaged when applying for core 
funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [42663/22]

*1227. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his plans to 
increase capitation for ECCE children by up to €76. — Catherine Murphy. [42669/22]

*1228. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of foster carers receiving an enhanced payment; the reasons for the enhanced payments; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [42753/22]

*1229. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
outline the changes that took place to the ready reckoner for childcare providers; when those 
changes took place; the reason they took place; if childcare providers were notified in relation to 
the changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [42759/22]

*1230. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 146 of 18 May 2022, if he will provide a list of the properties for which 
his Department currently has lease arrangements for the provision of direct provision and any other 
accommodation for those seeking asylum; and if he will provide a corresponding list of the service 
providers in each of these properties. — Pa Daly. [42773/22]

*1231. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the steps 
that he is taking to address the recent violent attacks including those occurring on public transport 
on members of the LGBTQ+ community; the steps that are being taken to challenge the anti-
gay and trans rhetoric evident in the national media recently; the ways in which he is working 
with the community to identify new and effective strategies to address issues of homophobia and 
transphobia; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [42782/22]

*1232. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the totality of 
grant-aid and or subsidy provided to each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 
(details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. [42822/22]

*1233. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when he 
plans to amend the Employment Equality Act in view of the recent United Nations Human Rights 
Committee recommendations (details supplied) to bar discrimination in employment in the fields 
of education and health. — Neasa Hourigan. [42918/22]

*1234. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if consideration 
is being given to allow for more than one entry point each year for the early childhood care and 
education scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [42985/22]

*1235. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the 
anomalies in the system that are preventing a childcare centre (details supplied) in County Kerry 
from completing a core funding application will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [43076/22]

*1236. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if a hotel 
(details supplied) is hosting Ukrainian refugees. — Francis Noel Duffy. [43095/22]
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*1237. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
respond to correspondence (details supplied) regarding core funding. — Sean Sherlock. [43134/22]

*1238. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
address matters raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding core funding. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43135/22]

*1239. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the expenses 
paid to Ministerial advisers in his Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 
2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43148/22]

*1240. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if a moratorium 
will be put on all deadlines for national childcare scheme applications for all service providers given 
the difficulties that they are encountering in applying for core funding and the knock-on effect that 
this is having; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. [43165/22]

*1241. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
advise on matters raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Niall Collins. [43167/22]

*1242. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his views on 
a proposal (details supplied); if this project is being advanced; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Niall Collins. [43170/22]

*1243. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if transition 
funding will be backdated to 1 September 2022 for all childcare services given the difficulties that 
they are having completing their core funding applications; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Griffin. [43174/22]

*1244. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of 
full-time staff by job title working in the Ombudsman for Children’s Office as of 25 August 2022. 
— Catherine Murphy. [43196/22]

*1245. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the budget 
allocation for the Ombudsman for Children’s Office in each of the years 2020 to 2021 and to date 
in 2022, in tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. [43197/22]

*1246. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the reason 
that his Department has refused to discuss in any meaningful way the visa applications of persons 
(details supplied). — Peadar Tóibín. [43232/22]

*1247. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the amount 
that his Department has spent on advertising on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the 
amount spent per platform; and the campaigns per platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43369/22]

*1248. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his plans to 
ensure equality for families that have children through surrogacy; if leave entitlements for such 
families will be equal to maternity leave arrangements and so on; if he will support amendments to 
the Health (Assisted Human reproduction Bill) 2022 at committee stage to permit same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [43422/22]
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*1249. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of asylum seekers currently provided with accommodation by the International Protection 
Accommodation Services by type of accommodation, duration in IPAS accommodation and the 
number of children at the end of July 2022, in tabular form. — Bríd Smith. [43424/22]

*1250. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the details on 
the total amounts of monies awarded to Louth County Council by his Department in each of the 
years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; if he will seek details on the total monies 
drawn down and spent by Louth County Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not 
spent, the total monies that were returned to his Department respectively over the same years in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43514/22]

*1251. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
provide a breakdown of the various supports or incentives provided to self-employed workers with 
disabilities, and the annual expenditure relating to each support over the past five years in tabular 
form. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [43541/22]

*1252. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the reason 
that children born after 31 December 2022 do not qualify for the first year of the early childhood 
care and education scheme; and his plans to amend the scheme to address this anomaly. — Ivana 
Bacik. [43565/22]

*1253. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the reason for 
deciding to discontinue a review of the testimonies of survivors to the Commission of Investigation 
into Mother and Baby Homes. — Martin Browne. [43566/22]

*1254. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the 
engagement that he had with survivors of mother-and-baby homes and their families ahead of 
making the decision to discontinue a review of the testimonies of survivors to the Commission of 
Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes. — Martin Browne. [43567/22]

*1255. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
address matters raised in correspondence (details supplied). — Sean Sherlock. [43586/22]

*1256. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
provide an update on work in his Department to extend the current entitlement to breastfeeding/
lactation breaks under the Maternity Protection Act 1994 and the Maternity Protection (Amendment) 
Act 2004 from six months to two years; when legislation will be brought forward on this; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [43598/22]

*1257. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
confirm the approved €800 million of expenditure over the life cycle of the Mother and Baby Homes 
redress scheme; the estimated amount that will be required to be provided in 2023; the estimated 
amount that can be accommodated within the existing expenditure ceiling of his Department; and 
the estimated amount of additional new measures monies that would need to be provided for 2023 
in the estimates. — Kathleen Funchion. [43699/22]

*1258. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if there is 
any provision for mother and baby scheme redress already in the base; and if so, the amount. — 
Kathleen Funchion. [43700/22]
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*1259. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the amount 
that will be required in 2023 for the mother and baby homes redress scheme due to uncertainties 
on timing of the relevant Bill, and establishment of offices; the estimated amount of funding 
that may be required for the proposed scheme in 2023 based upon the costings produced by the 
Interdepartmental Group and if the scheme were to open to applicants at 31 March, 30 June and 30 
September or in December 2023 respectively. — Kathleen Funchion. [43701/22]

*1260. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
confirm if table 9 on page 81 of the Interdepartmental Group Report on the Development of the 
Mother and Baby Institutions Payments Scheme November 2021 is the closest costing model to the 
proposed scheme. — Kathleen Funchion. [43702/22]

*1261. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
provide a multi-annual table for the proposed mother and baby homes redress scheme containing 
the same or similar information to that contained in the range of tables on pages 77 through 84 of 
the Interdepartmental Group Report. — Kathleen Funchion. [43703/22]

*1262. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he is receipt 
of the pre-budget submission of the National Youth Council of Ireland; and the elements that he is 
taking under active consideration for Budget 2023. — Sean Sherlock. [43764/22]

*1263. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the estimated 
amount to resource Tusla to increase the number of aftercare workers to achieve a ratio of one 
worker for every 20 young persons in need of aftercare support; and if this is under consideration. 
— Sean Sherlock. [43771/22]

*1264. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
provide details of his engagements with survivors of Mother and Baby Homes concerning his 
decision to have an international human rights expert go through written evidence submitted to 
the Mother and Baby Homes Commission, including the groups that he specifically discussed this 
issue with; and the dates of these meetings. — Holly Cairns. [43783/22]

*1265. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the type and 
length of training given to staff of hotels and other venues which accommodate refugees or asylum 
seekers before they can interact with refugees or asylum seekers. — Holly Cairns. [43784/22]

*1266. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the steps 
that he is taking to ensure that all hotels and venues used to accommodate asylum seekers permit 
asylum seekers to have visitors. — Holly Cairns. [43785/22]

*1267. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
provide details of the total number of individuals currently in the international protection system in 
congregated settings, including the total number being accommodated in tents, tent-like structures, 
or non-permanent structures, with a breakdown of the number of under-18-year-olds who are being 
accommodated in these structures. — Holly Cairns. [43787/22]

*1268. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the date 
that he is currently working towards the full implementation of the White Paper to end the direct 
provision system. — Holly Cairns. [43788/22]
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*1269. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he agrees 
that the foster care allowance, which has not increased since 2009, should be increased by €100 
per week given the significant increase in costs facing foster carers in providing for the children in 
their care. — Paul Murphy. [43820/22]

*1270. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if his attention 
has been drawn to the concerns of UK-based survivors of institutional abuse including survivors 
of mother and baby institutions; the way that he proposes to meet these concerns in the context 
of financial redress; the engagement if any which that he proposes with the UK authorities about 
medical assistance equivalent to medical card provision and supported end of life care; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Creed. [43842/22]

*1271. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if proposals 
have been brought to Cabinet regarding the redress scheme for survivors of the Mother and Baby 
Homes; when this process for payment will commence; the process for these payments; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Pat Buckley. [43887/22]

*1272. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
address matters raised in correspondence (details supplied) concerning the model that is being put 
in place with respect to core funding for the early years sector; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43933/22]

*1273. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the national 
play policy titled Ready Steady Play will be updated during the lifetime of the Government; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [43945/22]

*1274. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the total 
funding by county that has gone towards playgrounds and play facilities for children up to 17 years 
in the past three years by funding stream; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
Kehoe. [43947/22]

*1275. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of children and young persons who were placed in hotels and bed and breakfasts due to the lack 
of alternate care placements available to them in each of the years 2020 and 2021; the gender and 
ages of the children; the average length of time that the children and young persons had to reside in 
hotel and bed and breakfast-type accommodation; the alternate care provision that was eventually 
provided for the children and young persons concerned; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44057/22]

*1276. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of children for whom there were no alternate care placements available in each of the years 2020 
and 2021 and for the first six months of 2022; the gender and ages of these children; the length of 
time that each child and young person was left without alternate care provision; the alternate care 
provision that was eventually provided for the children and young persons concerned; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44058/22]

*1277. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number 
of cases of children and young persons referred by Tusla social workers to the Tusla national 
special care committee in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and the first six months of 2022; the 
ages and gender of the children and young persons referred; the number of cases of children and 
young persons accepted by the national special care committee as being in need of special care in 
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that timeframe; the number of placements actually made; the number of cases that were rejected as 
being in need of special care provision; the basis or the reasons for the rejection of the application 
that were made by the Tusla social workers; the current number of special care centres and the 
bed capacity in each centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. 
[44059/22]

*1278. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the way that 
the National Indoor Athletics Training Centre at Abbotstown was selected to be used for emergency 
refugee accommodation; if consideration was given to the disruption that this decision would cause 
to clubs that depend on access to the facilities; if he had engagement with the Minister for Tourism, 
Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media prior to this decision being taken; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [44084/22]

*1279. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the core 
funding scheme applies only to hours not covered by ECCE; and if it applies to hours delivered for 
children that have completed ECCE. — Richard Bruton. [44209/22]

*1280. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the status 
of the promised independent review of testimony given by former residents of Mother and Baby 
Institutions to the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes; if he will make a 
statement on reports (details supplied) that plans for an independent review have been abandoned; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44222/22]

*1281. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he has 
received an invitation to appear before the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Children, Equality, 
Disability, Integration and Youth pursuant to recent reports of the discontinuation of the promised 
independent review of testimony given by former residents of Mother and Baby Institutions to 
the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes; his plans to appear before the 
Committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44223/22]

*1282. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will 
provide a timeline for the publication of the legislation underpinning the mother-and-baby 
institutions redress scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. 
[44224/22]

*1283. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 411 of 13 July 2022, if the projected funding includes children on 
the ECCE programme; if not, the projected additional costs for the cohort; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Ivana Bacik. [44227/22]

*1284. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the estimated 
additional costs for increasing ECCE hours from three to six; the estimated cost for every additional 
ECCE week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ivana Bacik. [44228/22]

*1285. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the steps that 
he is taking to facilitate all preschools and creches to join the national childcare scheme. — Holly 
Cairns. [44305/22]

*1286. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his views on a 
request by a group (details supplied) for the appointment of a national lead for the refugee response. 
— Holly Cairns. [44306/22]
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*1287. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his views on 
a request by a group (details supplied) for the mandating of a State body to develop medium-term 
accommodation for refugees. — Holly Cairns. [44307/22]

*1288. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the long-term 
plans for the accommodation of Ukrainian refugees currently staying in a hotel (details supplied). 
— Holly Cairns. [44308/22]

*1289. To ask the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when 
the qualifying course list for jobs such as aftercare workers, social care leaders and social care 
management jobs was most recently updated; if he will outline the changes that were made regarding 
qualifying course lists; when the changes were made in each of the years since 2003 to date; if he 
will outline the higher-level institutions that offer courses which enable persons to qualify for these 
roles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [44350/22]

Chun an Aire Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, Taighde, Nuálaíochta agus Eolaíochta: To the 
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research; Innovation and Science.

*1290. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if 
all Irish citizens that have returned from medical school in Ukraine as a result of the invasion have 
been informed of the pathway for them to continue their studies; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [42152/22]

*1291. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the estimated full-year cost of abolishing postgraduate third-level registration and tuition fees, 
including the associated reduction in the student support grant; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [42160/22]

*1292. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the estimated full-year cost of abolishing third-level registration and tuition fees for repeating 
students, including the associated reduction in the student support grant; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [42161/22]

*1293. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if there are plans to provide funding for the training of educational psychologists; and his plans to 
address this in Budget 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. 
[42176/22]

*1294. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if his attention has been drawn to an emerging issue in relation to the availability of e-books in third 
level libraries as a result of market concentration in the so-called big five British publishers, the 
potential for this to damage the quality of education delivered and the depth of research produced 
by students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [42187/22]

*1295. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the steps that he is taking to address the barriers to training for educational psychologists, particularly 
in relation to completing the necessary three-year PhD which currently is not subsidised in order to 
address the shortage of educational psychologists and consequential waiting lists for patients; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [42210/22]
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*1296. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
his views on funding the PhD in educational psychology to emulate the subsidised training for 
clinical psychologists during which trainees are paid in order to ensure that all trainees are treated 
fairly financially to help address the shortage in psychologists in the State; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [42211/22]

*1297. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the steps that are being taken to deal with the chronic shortage of vets; if a second college will 
be established to deal with the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John 
McGuinness. [42251/22]

*1298. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 170 of 6 July 2022, if he will provide a full list of the 
stakeholders who agreed to adopt the recommendations of the review. — Paul Murphy. [42300/22]

*1299. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 170 of 6 July 2022, if the new licensing model will be 
viewed as an equivalent qualification by third level institutions and be acceptable in lieu of leaving 
certificate results when applying for courses. — Paul Murphy. [42301/22]

*1300. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 170 of 6 July 2022, if he will provide details of the new 
licensing model under the headings of duration of the licence; length of training and the names of 
the training providers. — Paul Murphy. [42302/22]

*1301. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the number of trainee dental places that have been on offer in the State each year since 2016; the 
number of those places that are being offered through CAO and to non-European Union students 
respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42361/22]

*1302. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the number of trainee doctor places that have been on offer in the State each year since 2016; the 
number of those places that are being offered through CAO and to non-European Union students 
respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [42362/22]

*1303. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the reason that foreign students who wish to study medicine in Ireland do not have to undergo the 
health professions admission test exam in order to avail of a college place; and if he perceives any 
discrimination between the process afforded to international students vs Irish EU students in terms 
of gaining access to third level medical courses In Ireland in respect of HPAT requirements. — Matt 
Shanahan. [42364/22]

*1304. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he plans to increase the number of Irish university places for pharmacy, including new pathways 
for experienced pharmacy technicians to qualify by way of a part-time qualification course in view 
of the shortage of retail pharmacists in Ireland. — Ivana Bacik. [42560/22]

*1305. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will address the matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [42588/22]
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*1306. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will increase the annual PhD stipend to reflect the increases in the costs of living; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [42675/22]

*1307. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if 
he will tie future rates of PhD stipends to the consumer price index in order that stipends accurately 
account for the current costs of living for students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Cian O’Callaghan. [42676/22]

*1308. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he intends on making it a requirement of State funding to higher education establishments that 
they pay a stipend of at least €28,000 per year to postgraduate students undertaking PhD studies 
given the important work that they do; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [42750/22]

*1309. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42786/22]

*1310. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the reasoning for the difference between the referral process for applicants to YouthReach and 
CTCsl; the reason that there is a requirement to be in receipt of social welfare to access the latter 
but not the former; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [42809/22]

*1311. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the totality of grant-aid and or subsidy provided to each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to 
date in 2022 (details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. [42829/22]

*1312. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 170 of 6 July 2022, if he will request his Department to 
provide a list of the European countries that have a licence system and a qualification certificate for 
construction workers. — Paul Murphy. [42852/22]

*1313. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 170 of 6 July 2022, if any of the members on the steering 
committee in relation to abolishing the QQI certification hold a QQI certification; and her views 
on allowing members with a QQI certification to be added to participate on the committee in the 
interest of fairness. — Paul Murphy. [42854/22]

*1314. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the measures that will be put in place to assist those students who are unable to return to college due 
to the lack of accommodation; if there will be an option to continue their courses online, working 
remotely or if deferral options will be permitted given the severe shortage of accommodation; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [43347/22]

*1315. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 170 of 6 July 2022, if there will be a recurring financial cost 
for workers with the new licensing model; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
Murphy. [42862/22]
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*1316. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if financial assistance supports are available from his Department for third level post-leaving 
certificate students to cover the cost of rent; if such supports are available to students who have 
not qualified for the SUSI grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. 
[42928/22]

*1317. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if his attention has been drawn to a higher level institution (details supplied) which has informed its 
students and graduates of applied social care that they will be unable to receive CORU accreditation 
and therefore unable to become registered social care workers, despite previously advising students 
they would receive accreditation; his plans to engage with the institution on the issue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [42961/22]

*1318. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the position regarding engagement he has had with management of a school (details supplied) 
in relation to the ongoing issue of accreditation for its social care courses; if plans are in place 
to support students in these courses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Steven 
Matthews. [43014/22]

*1319. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will provide details in relation to the status on all the 17 new apprenticeship programmes to be 
delivered in 2022 including commencement dates, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [43049/22]

*1320. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if advice will be provided on a matter raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [43060/22]

*1321. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that a third level institution (details supplied) has withdrawn 
its application to CORU which now means that students and graduates of certain programmes will 
be unable to become registered social care workers; if his Department has engaged with the college 
and CORU to review this recent decision to come to an agreement; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Francis Noel Duffy. [43098/22]

*1322. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the action he will take to ensure that this years applied social care graduates from Dublin Business 
School are able to access the CORU accreditation they need to progress their careers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [43127/22]

*1323. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the expenses paid to Ministerial advisers in his Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and 
to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. 
[43154/22]

*1324. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will intervene in a case affecting students enrolled in a degree course of a third level institution 
(details supplied) for applied social care for which students have recently been told will not be 
recognised by CORU; if his attention has been drawn to the impact that this will have on the 
current students; if his Department will examine any solutions to ensure that CORU recognises the 
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qualification; if he will contact the college in order to seek a solution to this crisis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [43171/22]

*1325. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if his attention has been drawn to an issue with the applied social care programme at a university 
(details supplied) receiving CORU accreditation; his views on same; if he believes that a full refund 
should be offered to affected students; his plans, if any, to engage with officials from the university, 
CORU and other relevant institutions regarding this matter; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Ged Nash. [43177/22]

*1326. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the number of radiography graduates in each of the years 2018 to 2021; and the number that 
graduated in 2022, in tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. [43198/22]

*1327. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
his plans to develop accredited courses for pharmacy technicians in order for them to graduate to 
pharmacist level. — Catherine Murphy. [43199/22]

*1328. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
when he will make a decision on whether to allow graduate entry medical students to apply for 
the SUSI student grant scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Willie O’Dea. 
[43205/22]

*1329. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will examine an issue that has occurred for students of an applied social care programme in 
a university (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. 
[43209/22]

*1330. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if 
he will provide an update on the pension review of a person (details supplied) within his Department; 
if he will provide clarity on this matter; if he will note that there has not been an update given to this 
person since 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [43211/22]

*1331. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
when the next phase of training will commence for a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [43219/22]

*1332. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if his Department will consider introducing a weekly payment for those in the first year of their 
apprenticeship programme in addition to the amount that they receive from their employer in order 
to encourage the uptake of apprenticeships and discourage persons from dropping out early in the 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43256/22]

*1333. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the steps that he is taking to increase the supply of cardiac physiologist graduates; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Rose Conway-Walsh. [43264/22]

*1334. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the engagement that he has had with the Minister for Education on the matter of school transport 
since June 2022; and if he will publish any correspondence shared with the Minister for Education 
on same. — Sean Sherlock. [43357/22]
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*1335. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the amount that his Department has spent on advertising on social media in 2021 and to date in 
2022; the amount spent per platform; and the campaigns per platform in tabular form. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43376/22]

*1336. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will advise on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Brendan Griffin. [43396/22]

*1337. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he, in consultation with third level institutions will put measures in place to allow students 
undertake a portion of their studies remotely as was the case during the Covid lockdowns given the 
extreme difficulties in attaining student accommodation. — Cathal Crowe. [43454/22]

*1338. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if following the recent meeting between officials of his Department and a charity (details supplied) 
he will consider increasing funding for the charity given the eleven-fold increase in the number of 
clients since the initial funding was awarded by his Department; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Willie O’Dea. [43462/22]

*1339. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the details on the total amounts of monies awarded to Louth County Council by his Department in 
each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; if he will seek details on the 
total monies drawn down and spent by Louth County Council over the same years in tabular form, 
and if not spent, the total monies that were returned to his Department respectively over the same 
years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43521/22]

*1340. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
following the emergency response put in place to increase the intake of plumbing, carpentry, 
joinery and electrical apprentices the training centres that took on emergency response proposals; 
the trades that they took on; if he will confirm the number of new instructors that were taken on and 
which trades they covered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43546/22]

*1341. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if his Department has reviewed the number of nursing places available in Ireland; if there are plans 
to increase the number of places due to the need for more nurses in Irish hospitals; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Peter Burke. [43587/22]

*1342. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will increase PhD stipends annually to take account of inflation given the cost-of-living 
problems experienced by these students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán 
Haughey. [43640/22]

*1343. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the steps that he has taken to find a conversion solution for students attending a college (details 
supplied) to facilitate possible registration to CORU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Matt Carthy. [43727/22]

*1344. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the estimated surplus in the National Training Fund for 2022, based on revenue received and 
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projected expenditure; the total surplus in 2021; the total accumulated reserve; the projected surplus 
for 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43753/22]

*1345. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the main areas of expenditure funded by the National Training Fund in 2022; the organisations 
which received funding in 2022; if the Higher Education Authority receives funding from the NTF; 
if so, the amount; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43754/22]

*1346. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the estimated additional yield to the National Training Fund from a 0.1% increase in the NTF levy 
in 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43755/22]

*1347. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will confirm whether legislation would be required for funding from the National Training 
Fund to be provided to third-level institutions through the Higher Education Authority and the 
recurrent grant allocation model to fund day-to-day expenditure through the block grant; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43756/22]

*1348. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the measures that he is taking under active consideration regarding the reduction of the student 
contribution charge. — Sean Sherlock. [43767/22]

*1349. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will remove the need for apprenticeship registration fees in Budget 2023. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43768/22]

*1350. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if a response will issue to a proposal raised by a person (details supplied) in respect of spreading the 
cost of third level fees throughout a calendar year considering the significant increase in the cost-
of-living which has led to many families struggling to meet the annual and bi-annual payments; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43833/22]

*1351. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the supports that he intends to provide for students who fail to meet the SUSI criteria of being on a 
long-term social protection payments for maintenance grants; if he will consider changing current 
criteria which discriminates against many students who must work prior to commencing study; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [43836/22]

*1352. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the steps he is taking to address the shortage of accommodation for students attending third level 
courses in Cork city and county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. 
[43904/22]

*1353. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
his engagement with the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage concerning the 
shortage of accommodation for students attending third level courses. — Holly Cairns. [43905/22]

*1354. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science the 
number of Ukrainian nurses, doctors, teachers, dentists, consultants, orthodontists, psychologists, 
physiotherapists, professors and pharmacists that have had their qualifications recognised in order 
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to fully participate in employment positions in County Donegal in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Joe McHugh. [43963/22]

*1355. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the action that his Department will take on behalf of the students currently enrolled in a college 
course (details supplied) to resolve an issue; and the way that the college involved will be held 
accountable for not delivering on promises made to its students. — Paul Murphy. [43989/22]

*1356. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the measures that he is taking to assist the students of BA (Hons) in applied social care at a college 
(details supplied); the measures that are being taken to ensure that the courses offered by private 
colleges are properly regulated and that the qualifications offered by such private colleges are 
as advertised to students; the measures that the Government is taking to ensure that there is no 
reoccurrence of a similar situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Aodhán Ó 
Ríordáin. [44036/22]

*1357. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the supports that his Department makes available to support the learning of digital skills for adults 
who do not have any. — Richard Bruton. [44037/22]

*1358. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
if he will ensure that higher education institutions which have on-campus accommodation refund 
in full deposits for accommodation paid by applicants who subsequently may not be able to take up 
the offer of accommodation due to a college placement elsewhere or failure to obtain a particular 
college placement at that time, and also taking into account the delayed leaving certificate results 
and offers of college places, given the increasing costs of living and rising accommodation costs; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [44170/22]

*1359. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if 
he will ensure that additional measures will be introduced to reduce student contributions and other 
associated costs for the forthcoming academic year given the particular pressures on many families 
with students attending third-level education; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Brendan Smith. [44171/22]

*1360. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the number of persons who have been admitted and graduated from paramedic science degree 
courses since 2015, by college, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Róisín Shortall. [44191/22]

*1361. To ask the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
the estimated cost of reducing the third-level student contribution, also known as the registration 
fee, by €500; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Gary Gannon. [44263/22]

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt: To the Minister for Justice.

*1362. To ask the Minister for Justice if the adjudication of residency status and citizenship in the 
case of a person (details supplied) will be expedited given the severe condition of their health and 
lack of housing; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42060/22]

*1363. To ask the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn to the significant delays 
experienced by Nigerian and Ghanaian nurses who are working in Ireland and hold critical skills 
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permits in obtaining their family reunification visas, particularly given that many of their colleagues 
from other non-European Union countries such as India, the Philippines and Zimbabwe are still 
having their visas processed in a much-shorter timeframe; the action that will be taken to reduce 
these long waiting times given that it is causing great distress for separated families; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [42081/22]

*1364. To ask the Minister for Justice if the Criminal Assets Bureau can have cryptocurrencies 
seized as proceeds of crime; and if not, if she proposes to introduce legislation permitting such 
seizure; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [42083/22]

*1365. To ask the Minister for Justice her views on whether that every citizen must undertake an 
exhaustive, hugely time consuming and disproportionate exercise to examine the entire range of 
primary and secondary legislation in order to provide a complete list of all exceptions to the general 
position when they seek to ascertain their legal obligations regarding periods of time and deadlines 
(details supplied). — Duncan Smith. [42097/22]

*1366. To ask the Minister for Justice when she will ensure that Irish factsheets published on her 
Department provide information that is written in plain English and contain practical information 
for the public to spare the citizen unnecessary research. (details supplied). — Duncan Smith. 
[42098/22]

*1367. To ask the Minister for Justice the efforts that have been undertaken to ensure that Ireland 
provides information that complies with European Union law as set out in Council Decision 
2001/470/EC (details supplied). — Duncan Smith. [42099/22]

*1368. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will ensure that the Courts Service as the European 
Judicial Network contact point in Ireland and whose operation is also within her remit provides 
her with information that is in compliance with European Union law as set out in Council Decision 
2001/470/EC, for posting on the eJustice portal (details supplied). — Duncan Smith. [42100/22]

*1369. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide an update on the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42149/22]

*1370. To ask the Minister for Justice her views on the recent decision to suspend the Council 
of Europe agreement on the abolition of visas for refugees; and the estimated number of visitors 
affected by the agreement in each of the years 2018 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form. — 
Pa Daly. [42154/22]

*1371. To ask the Minister for Justice the appointment process for the recently announced 
additional Data Protection Commissioners; if the Public Appointments Service will be used; if 
not, if there will be an open competition; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick 
Costello. [42175/22]

*1372. To ask the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn to the concerns raised by 
the United Nations Human Rights Committee in its recently published Concluding Observations 
on the Fifth Periodic Report on Ireland on the lack of transparency and reiterated refusal to publish 
the Dóchas reports on the treatment and conditions of detention of women detainees; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [42189/22]

*1373. To ask the Minister for Justice if her Department will commit to the publication of the 
unpublished Dóchas reports as recommended by the United Nations Human Rights Committee 
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in its recently published Concluding Observations on the Fifth Periodic Report on Ireland; if a 
timeline can be provided; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. 
[42190/22]

*1374. To ask the Minister for Justice when the Joint Interviewing Protocol between An Garda 
Síochána and social workers was last reviewed; when a review is next scheduled; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [42215/22]

*1375. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of joint interviews that have been undertaken 
by gardaí with social workers in the past 12 months broken down by Garda district. — Patrick 
Costello. [42216/22]

*1376. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide an update on the processing of an 
application for citizenship in respect of a person (details supplied); and the current length of time 
that a citizenship application is taking to process. — Mary Lou McDonald. [42276/22]

*1377. To ask the Minister for Justice the training that is provided to work training officers who 
are employed on specialist schemes in the Irish Prison Service; if there are plans to review specialist 
schemes by upgrading work training officers to accredited training courses; the criteria required for 
a work training officer to transfer to another specialist scheme on both a permanent and a temporary 
basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [42324/22]

*1378. To ask the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn to the issue of nurses from 
Nigeria and Ghana working in Ireland in recent years being denied the same opportunities for 
family reunification that are afforded to nurses from South Africa, Zimbabwe, the Philippines, India 
and other states, through the denial of visas and unexplained longer wait times for applications; 
if her Department has investigated the matter; if not, if the matter will be investigated before the 
end of 2022; and the steps that have been taken by her Department to secure family reunification 
for nurses working in Ireland from Nigeria and Ghana, particularly given the incredible work, 
selflessness and diligence they have demonstrated throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. — Aengus 
Ó Snodaigh. [42338/22]

*1379. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide an update in respect of an application by 
a person (details supplied) for citizenship. — Catherine Murphy. [42352/22]

*1380. To ask the Minister for Justice the salary scale of a registrar of the District Court. — 
Patrick Costello. [42366/22]

*1381. To ask the Minister for Justice the current and or expected residency status in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[42367/22]

*1382. To ask the Minister for Justice if extra funding has been sought for by the Garda 
Commissioner for Garda car replacement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Bernard J. Durkan. [42374/22]

*1383. To ask the Minister for Justice her Department’s plans, if any, to improve the security of 
ports to ensure that dogs that have been stolen are stopped before they are exported from Ireland; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [42383/22]
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*1384. To ask the Minister for Justice if an issue in relation to proofing houses in Ireland for 
deactivated firearms (details supplied) will be examined; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42396/22]

*1385. To ask the Minister for Justice the status of the recently published gambling legislation; 
when the gambling regulator will be in place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Peter Burke. [42409/22]

*1386. To ask the Minister for Justice if a list of active peace commissioners will be made available 
to the public online; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [42511/22]

*1387. To ask the Minister for Justice the status of a category of persons (details supplied) who 
are in the State and who are seeking to have their situation regularised; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Sean Fleming. [42534/22]

*1388. To ask the Minister for Justice if the case of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; 
if the matter will be expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42553/22]

*1389. To ask the Minister for Justice when the inquest into the death of a person (details supplied) 
who died whilst in the custody of Wheatfield Prison in 2019 will be heard; the reason for the delay; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [42570/22]

*1390. To ask the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 513 of 5 July 2022, if 
she will clarify pre-clearance permission eligibility (details supplied). — Paul Murphy. [42608/22]

*1391. To ask the Minister for Justice when she expects to receive the report by a person (details 
supplied) into the review of part 4 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Mick Barry. [42679/22]

*1392. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of persons on remand in the Irish Prison Service 
that are permanently in solitary confinement over the past five years to date; the number of persons 
placed in solitary confinement on a temporary basis over the same time period; and the reason for 
and duration of same in tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. [42709/22]

*1393. To ask the Minister for Justice the status of an application for citizenship of a person 
(details supplied) who applied in November 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Bernard J. Durkan. [42740/22]

*1394. To ask the Minister for Justice the procedure to be followed in the case of a person (details 
supplied); if an alternative procedure can be made available; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42769/22]

*1395. To ask the Minister for Justice if a means can be found to resolve impediments to the 
naturalisation process in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42770/22]

*1396. To ask the Minister for Justice if she has discussed with the Garda Commissioner the 
recent violent attacks including those occurring on public transport on members of the LGBTQ+ 
community; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [42780/22]
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*1397. To ask the Minister for Justice when it is intended that the Occupiers’ Liability Act 1995 
will be next amended; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [42796/22]

*1398. To ask the Minister for Justice the totality of grant-aid and or subsidy provided to each 
local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. 
[42832/22]

*1399. To ask the Minister for Justice the visa process for a Jordanian citizen seeking to relocate 
from Abu Dhabi to Ireland with their partner who is an Irish citizen; the appropriate visa for their 
situation (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. 
[42863/22]

*1400. To ask the Minister for Justice if she has engaged with the Garda Commissioner in 
respect of a dedicated unit within An Garda Síochána that would patrol public transport networks 
exclusively. — Catherine Murphy. [42865/22]

*1401. To ask the Minister for Justice if she and or her officials have engaged with Garda 
management and or the PSNI in respect of establishing a service similar to the Safe Transport Team 
in Northern Ireland. — Catherine Murphy. [42867/22]

*1402. To ask the Minister for Justice the progress that has been made to date in the determination 
of an application for residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42910/22]

*1403. To ask the Minister for Justice the measures that are being taken by her Department to 
combat the illegal funding of Islamic terrorism within the State; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42929/22]

*1404. To ask the Minister for Justice the preliminary steps required to be taken by a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42944/22]

*1405. To ask the Minister for Justice the number and rank of Garda officers that has been 
recruited from the PSNI on a full-time basis; the number currently seconded to An Garda Síochána 
from the PSNI; the number of Garda officers that have been seconded to the PSNI to include rank; 
the number of gardaí by rank that have transferred to the PSNI on a full-time basis; and the plans 
to further expand the rank of which transfer to and from the PSNI can occur. — Catherine Murphy. 
[42993/22]

*1406. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of former PSNI officers that have joined An 
Garda Síochána and been promoted in the organisation since being promoted in the past ten years 
to date in 2022. — Catherine Murphy. [42994/22]

*1407. To ask the Minister for Justice the status of the case of a person (details supplied) who 
recently received an extension to their residency status for one year only but previously got an 
extension for three year periods; if there is a particular reason for the reduction in the renewal period; 
if any particular provisions will be put in place to ensure similar status to that which prevailed 
previously; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [43001/22]

*1408. To ask the Minister for Justice the status of the case of a person (details supplied) who 
recently received an extension to their residency status for one year only but previously got an 
extension for a five-year period; if there is a particular reason for the reduction in the renewal period; 
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if any particular provisions will be put in place to ensure similar status to that which prevailed 
previously; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [43002/22]

*1409. To ask the Minister for Justice if the Civil Legal Aid Scheme Review Group has formally 
commenced its work; the date on which it first met; and if the Review Group will publicly seek 
submissions from interested parties. — Mary Lou McDonald. [43011/22]

*1410. To ask the Minister for Justice to indicate the most appropriate procedure to be followed to 
regularise their position and apply for citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied); if they 
are being considered under the international protection regularisation scheme; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [43043/22]

*1411. To ask the Minister for Justice the procedure to be followed to become an Irish citizen in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard 
J. Durkan. [43046/22]

*1412. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of solicitors by county providing civil legal aid 
in 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form. — Mary Lou McDonald. [43053/22]

*1413. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of applications to courts for orders under 
domestic violence legislation by county in 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form. — Mary Lou 
McDonald. [43054/22]

*1414. To ask the Minister for Justice if all victims’ right to legal assistance and free legal aid 
under the Istanbul Convention is currently being met; the mechanism by which her Department 
monitors this obligation on the State; and the actions that she will take to redress failures to uphold 
this right. — Mary Lou McDonald. [43056/22]

*1415. To ask the Minister for Justice her Department’s position given the recent decision by 
the Director of Public Prosecutions not to proceed with additional prosecutions on the need for a 
Commission of Inquiry into the conduct of a former doctor and convicted abuser (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43087/22]

*1416. To ask the Minister for Justice the expenses paid to Ministerial advisers in her Department 
in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43158/22]

*1417. To ask the Minister for Justice the reason that the use of the swimming pool at the 
Templemore Garda training college has been withdrawn from members of the community in 
Templemore despite the fact that this has been the practice for many years and has helped to foster 
good relations between the community and the Garda college; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Michael Lowry. [43169/22]

*1418. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of persons currently on remand for theft 
offences and due to be released in each of the years 2024 to 2026, in tabular form. — Catherine 
Murphy. [43190/22]

*1419. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of cases that the Garda National Immigration 
Bureau has dealt with in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form. — 
Catherine Murphy. [43191/22]
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*1420. To ask the Minister for Justice the percentage of motorcycles attached to the Garda roads 
policing unit that are 1100cc, 1200cc, 1250cc and 1500cc in tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. 
[43192/22]

*1421. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí by rank attached to the special 
crime task force as of 1 January 2021 and 24 August 2022, in tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. 
[43193/22]

*1422. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will amend regulations to extend visa-free travel 
to persons who would be entitled to the residence card of a family member of a European Union 
citizen were it not for the fact that they already hold residence on another more settled basis; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [43206/22]

*1423. To ask the Minister for Justice the process that is in place for the selection of candidates 
for nomination to the Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings; if the 
process complies with rules requiring the procedure to be in accordance with published national 
guidelines or otherwise transparent and designed to lead to the nomination of the most-qualified 
candidates; and if it is intended to develop further processes for the selection of candidates in the 
future. — Ivana Bacik. [43212/22]

*1424. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of staff that have been working in Mountjoy 
Prison in each of the past ten years; the number of prisoners that have been housed in the Prison in 
each of the past ten years; if additional staff were employed to replace staff that were transferred to 
the training unit in the Prison; the number of staff that were transferred to the training unit; and the 
number of staff that were employed to replace them. — Peadar Tóibín. [43216/22]

*1425. To ask the Minister for Justice if a risk assessment was carried out before a person (details 
supplied) was brought into a wing in Mountjoy Prison; if so, the details of that risk assessment; and 
the length of time that it took for staff to respond to the alarm that was raised when the attack on 
the person was brought to light. — Peadar Tóibín. [43217/22]

*1426. To ask the Minister for Justice the supports that are in place in cases in which a person 
who is trapped in a domestic abuse situation in which their life and the lives of their children are 
at risk; the person or body that they or their family can contact to report this situation; and the way 
that the situation is handled in order to recover them safely and ensure that they are protected from 
their abuser. — Paul Murphy. [43265/22]

*1427. To ask the Minister for Justice the amount that her Department has spent on advertising 
on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent per platform; and the campaigns per 
platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43379/22]

*1428. To ask the Minister for Justice the estimated full-year cost of recruiting two additional 
full-time civilian groom staff for the Garda mounted unit. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [43390/22]

*1429. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of woman incarcerated in the State by prison 
in each year since 2018 to date in 2022; and the number serving sentences of ten or more years. — 
Violet-Anne Wynne. [43391/22]

*1430. To ask the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 544 of 5 July 2022, 
if the necessary information has been supplied to her from the Garda authorities. — Violet-Anne 
Wynne. [43392/22]
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*1431. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of licences for club registrations were issued 
per county in each of the years 2011 to 2021 and to date in 2022; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [43399/22]

*1432. To ask the Minister for Justice if a person (details supplied) will be considered for the 
position of Peace Commissioner; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. 
[43400/22]

*1433. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of persons who were refused permission to land 
at Dublin Airport by country of origin or nationality between July 2021 and July 2022, in tabular 
form. — Bríd Smith. [43425/22]

*1434. To ask the Minister for Justice if she has considered changing the requirement that the 
spouse of an Irish citizen has to fulfil Irish residency requirements; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [43456/22]

*1435. To ask the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 135 of 29 June 
2022, if she will provide a schedule of the dates on which this issue was discussed formally by her 
officials in 2021 and 2022. — Catherine Murphy. [43475/22]

*1436. To ask the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the determination of an application 
for a visa in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Bernard J. Durkan. [43508/22]

*1437. To ask the Minister for Justice the details on the total amounts of monies awarded to Louth 
County Council by her Department in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular 
form; if she will seek details on the total monies drawn down and spent by Louth County Council 
over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total monies that were returned to her 
Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43524/22]

*1438. To ask the Minister for Justice the level of engagement that she has had with the Garda 
representative association in relation to planned changes to rostering for the force; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [43623/22]

*1439. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of persons that have disembarked an aircraft at 
airports (details supplied) claiming asylum but who could not provide a passport from 1 January 
2021 to date in 2022, in tabular form; the steps she is taking to address concerns that those who 
claim to have no passport are likely to be making false claims given that a passport would have 
been required to board the plane from the country or territory where their flights originated; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43532/22]

*1440. To ask the Minister for Justice the progress which has been made following the roll-out 
of operation citizen; and if the Garda Commissioner has indicated if a scaling-up of the project is 
expected. — Ivana Bacik. [43556/22]

*1441. To ask the Minister for Justice if his attention has been drawn to the implications of 
changing the response time for a decision in relation to a joint family visa from six months to 
twelve months, especially for those families who were informed that it would be a six-month 
process when they submitted the application; the actions that her Department will take to reduce 
this waiting time; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [43563/22]
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*1442. To ask the Minister for Justice when the next recruitment campaign for the Garda band 
will commence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [43570/22]

*1443. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of unmarked and marked Garda cars added to 
the fleet to date in 2022; the number of vehicles withdrawn from the fleet to date in 2022; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [43571/22]

*1444. To ask the Minister for Justice the age and percentage of the Garda fleet within the Wexford 
division that are aged less than one year old, between one and three years old, between four and six 
years old, between seven and ten years old and over ten years old; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [43572/22]

*1445. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí by rank attached to the Garda National 
Economic Crime Bureau as of 31 December 2020 and 24 August 2022, in tabular form; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [43573/22]

*1446. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of persons successfully prosecuted for 
conspiracy to commit burglary within the Louth Garda division in each of the years 2019 to 2021 
and to date in 2022, in tabular form. — Jim O’Callaghan. [43574/22]

*1447. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of unfilled posts in the Dublin north division 
including rank in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. 
[43575/22]

*1448. To ask the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 682 of 21 June 2022, 
if she has received the necessary information from the Garda authorities; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [43576/22]

*1449. To ask the Minister for Justice her plans in the lead-up to Halloween to combat the illegal 
importation, sale and use of fireworks, and to prevent associated anti-social behaviour; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [43590/22]

*1450. To ask the Minister for Justice if advice will be provided in relation to the case of a person 
(details supplied) in which a visa is required for travel to Ireland; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [43628/22]

*1451. To ask the Minister for Justice if the wait time for a joint family visa has been lengthened 
to 12 months; if she has assessed the difficulty that this is causing for some families; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [43631/22]

*1452. To ask the Minister for Justice the status of the proposed review of the Multi-Unit 
Developments Act 2011; if she will engage with residents’ associations and management companies 
on the operation of the Act; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. 
[43659/22]

*1453. To ask the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the determination of an application 
for citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [43694/22]
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*1454. To ask the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the determination of an application 
for citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [43714/22]

*1455. To ask the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the determination of application for 
citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Bernard J. Durkan. [43730/22]

*1456. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will undertake a review of the renewal procedures in 
place for Irish residence permits in order to make the process more efficient; if it is necessary for 
renewals to be made annually in all cases; if the charge for renewal will be reduced; if the renewal 
process can be expedited for those who cannot be without their passport for a long period of time 
or for those needing to make a separate application for a Schengen visa; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [43732/22]

*1457. To ask the Minister for Justice if the Garda Commissioner has informed her Department 
about plans for new rosters for An Garda Síochána; if her attention has been drawn to staff 
associations being opposed to these plans; if she will raise the concerns of the staff associations 
with the Garda Commissioner; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. 
[43760/22]

*1458. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide details of the total number of individuals 
currently in the international protection system, including a breakdown by gender and individuals 
under 18 years. — Holly Cairns. [43786/22]

*1459. To ask the Minister for Justice the status of an application for family reunification by an 
Afghan refugee (details supplied); if their application for reunification with their wife and daughter 
will be approved; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Creed. [43813/22]

*1460. To ask the Minister for Justice if she has received the independent study on familicide and 
domestic homicide reviews; and when it will be published. — Mary Lou McDonald. [43817/22]

*1461. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of full-time community gardaí in the Tipperary 
division; the divisions within Tipperary to which they are allocated; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [43876/22]

*1462. To ask the Minister for Justice the steps she is taking to ensure that all joint family visas are 
dealt with within six months of receipt of all required documentation. — Holly Cairns. [43915/22]

*1463. To ask the Minister for Justice the estimated cost to the Exchequer of adding an additional 
100 and 1,000 members of An Garda Síochána to the force in 2023; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Ged Nash. [43956/22]

*1464. To ask the Minister for Justice the average waiting time for successful naturalisation 
applications to be processed at present; the number of applications currently being considered; 
and the number of live applications still being processed that were submitted prior to 1 September 
2020. — Seán Crowe. [43961/22]

*1465. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will take steps to assist a person (details supplied) 
who has had an incorrect name printed on their Irish residence permit issued to them in June 2022; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Howlin. [44029/22]
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*1466. To ask the Minister for Justice the status of the new courthouse in Portlaoise (details 
supplied); if she will ensure that the additional funding is delivered in order that the project is 
completed in a timely manner; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Charles Flanagan. 
[44046/22]

*1467. To ask the Minister for Justice the number of additional gardaí hired since the formation 
of the Government on a county-by-county basis in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [44088/22]

*1468. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide a breakdown of all new Garda stations 
built or existing stations refurbished since the formation of the Government in each Garda division 
in tabular form. — Jim O’Callaghan. [44089/22]

*1469. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will provide a breakdown of investment in 
courthouses since the formation of the Government on a county-by-county basis in tabular form. 
— Jim O’Callaghan. [44090/22]

*1470. To ask the Minister for Justice the current status of an application by a person (details 
supplied) to transfer to an Irish prison under the Transfer of Sentenced Persons Act 1995; and if 
she will provide assurance that advices from her Department will be submitted at the next related 
hearing in October given the developments regarding the application. — Eoin Ó Broin. [44155/22]

*1471. To ask the Minister for Justice if she will report on the work of the Garda vetting review 
group; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. [44164/22]

Chun an Aire Sláinte: To the Minister for Health.

*1472. To ask the Minister for Health the number of patients that have been seen in each post-
acute and long-Covid clinic since implementation of the interim model of care for long-Covid 
began, by clinic and by month, in tabular form. — Róisín Shortall. [44284/22]

*1473. To ask the Minister for Health when a homecare package will be delivered for a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [41936/22]

*1474. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a new hospice in Drogheda 
following the announcement of €1 million in funding in December 2021 to progress the much 
needed project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [41937/22]

*1475. To ask the Minister for Health the number of assaults recorded against medical, nursing, 
midwifery and other health and social care professionals across HSE hospitals and community 
healthcare facilities to date for each month in 2021 and to date in 2022, by hospital in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [41941/22]

*1476. To ask the Minister for Health the status of a medical card appeal by a person (details 
supplied). — Paul McAuliffe. [41947/22]

*1477. To ask the Minister for Health if the HSE will assist financially and otherwise, persons 
who wish to take their sibling out of residential care and bring them to live with them in their home 
and are refused a local authority grant for building on a bedroom and wet room downstairs (details 
supplied) on the basis that the sibling is not yet living with them full-time, though they cannot do so 
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due to a stair hazard given that this move to homecare would greatly reduce the a financial burden 
for State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41956/22]

*1478. To ask the Minister for Health if a system exists for the HSE to purchase a modified home 
from a person with a serious illness and allow them to remain in their home for their lifetime and 
use the home later for another person with similar needs; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Réada Cronin. [41957/22]

*1479. To ask the Minister for Health if he will explain the stated position of the acting Chief 
Medical Officers that Covid is endemic; if he will publish the scientific basis for same given that 
when the World Health Organisation has stated that Covid is not endemic; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41958/22]

*1480. To ask the Minister for Health when the cross-Government living with Covid plan will be 
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41959/22]

*1481. To ask the Minister for Health if he will publish the autumn-winter Covid plan referred to 
by Cabinet members and media; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. 
[41960/22]

*1482. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that the Government is not heeding World Health 
Organisation advice on mitigations; if he will publish the scientific basis of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41961/22]

*1483. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that long-Covid is not included in the infection 
metrics, as requested by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Réada Cronin. [41962/22]

*1484. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to any insurance and 
actuarial implications in relation to Covid infection, re-infection and long-Covid; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [41963/22]

*1485. To ask the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 vaccine doses the Government 
has purchased broken down by vaccine name for example moderna; and the cost of same. — Paul 
Murphy. [41966/22]

*1486. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide support to families for the provision of 
respite in private settings in cases in which no respite service is available through the HSE; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Canney. [41974/22]

*1487. To ask the Minister for Health the breakdown of the number of dentists in Waterford city 
who offer dental care to medical card holders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41975/22]

*1488. To ask the Minister for Health the breakdown of the number of dentists in County 
Waterford who offer dental care to medical card holders; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41976/22]

*1489. To ask the Minister for Health the details of waiting times for medical card holders of all 
ages on waiting lists for dental care in Waterford city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41977/22]
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*1490. To ask the Minister for Health the details of waiting times for medical card holders of all 
ages on waiting lists for dental care in County Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41978/22]

*1491. To ask the Minister for Health the breakdown of waiting list and the length of waiting lists 
by age for children of all ages on waiting lists for dental care in County Waterford in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41979/22]

*1492. To ask the Minister for Health the breakdown of waiting list and the length of waiting lists 
by age for children of all ages on waiting lists for dental care in Waterford city in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [41980/22]

*1493. To ask the Minister for Health if he will approve additional mobile units for BreastCheck 
in County Kerry given the peripherality of the county and the difficulties for many to travel long 
distances for their appointment. — Pa Daly. [41991/22]

*1494. To ask the Minister for Health the uptake of BreastCheck appointments by county in 2019, 
to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pa 
Daly. [41992/22]

*1495. To ask the Minister for Health the amount of funding that was provided by the Government 
under the GMS medical card scheme (details supplied); and the amount that was given to each 
practitioner and provider in tabular form per year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Jackie Cahill. [41993/22]

*1496. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a detailed disability support breakdown 
as part of the Budget 2023 announcement; and if he will ensure that information is provided on 
existing and new residential supports, day places and respite supports in Budget 2023. — Robert 
Troy. [41999/22]

*1497. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the publication of the Action Plan for Disability 
Capacity Review; if details of the action plan will be included in the forthcoming plan for Budget 
2023; and his views on whether immediate action on this plan is required in order to meet the 
essential needs of service users. — Robert Troy. [42002/22]

*1498. To ask the Minister for Health the status of an urgent surgery appointment for a child 
(details supplied); if a hospital appointment will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42003/22]

*1499. To ask the Minister for Health the way that any parent of a child who is failed by the State 
in the provision of needed services for their wellbeing may make a complaint or seek any redress 
under the Disability Act 2005; the way that parents should proceed in making such complaints or 
in seeking remedy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [42007/22]

*1500. To ask the Minister for Health if he will clarify the procedures that are available to the 
parents of children who are unable to access services in a timely fashion to make complaints or to 
seek that the HSE ensures that the development of children is not adversely affected by delays in 
accessing services in relation to waiting times for access to speech therapy, occupational therapy 
and physiotherapy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [42008/22]
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*1501. To ask the Minister for Health if he will consider extending the free medical card to those 
over 80 years (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. 
[42010/22]

*1502. To ask the Minister for Health if he will issue an urgent appointment for a person (details 
supplied). — Pa Daly. [42034/22]

*1503. To ask the Minister for Health when an appointment will issue for a person (details 
supplied). — Pa Daly. [42035/22]

*1504. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children who are on the waiting list in 
County Kerry for psychology services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Healy-Rae. [42043/22]

*1505. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) will receive their pandemic 
bonus payment. — Robert Troy. [42044/22]

*1506. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address a matter raised in correspondence (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [42047/22]

*1507. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that a person (details supplied) remains waiting 
for an operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [42048/22]

*1508. To ask the Minister for Health if he will introduce new legislation requiring the displaying 
of calorie information on the container of alcoholic drinks. — Patrick Costello. [42050/22]

*1509. To ask the Minister for Health if he will introduce legislation requiring all restaurants to 
display calorie information on their menus. — Patrick Costello. [42051/22]

*1510. To ask the Minister for Health when an operation will be rescheduled for a person (details 
supplied). — Eoin Ó Broin. [42056/22]

*1511. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) will receive a date for 
surgery in Letterkenny University Hospital, the reason that planned surgery was cancelled; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [42057/22]

*1512. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated cost of excluding the one parent family 
payment from the medical card means test by way of the additional numbers that would qualify for 
the medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [42065/22]

*1513. To ask the Minister for Health if a premises (details supplied) has been considered for use 
as housing for Ukrainian refugees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. 
[42067/22]

*1514. To ask the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) will be assessed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42068/22]

*1515. To ask the Minister for Health when legislation dealing with opt-out organ donation will 
be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sean Fleming. [42073/22]



4114

*1516. To ask the Minister for Health the number of HSE child sexual abuse findings that were 
classified as confirmed that were overturned by the appeal panel to classified as unfounded since 
the formation of the appeals panel in 2015; the number of alleged perpetrators of child sexual abuse 
that have sued the HSE in relation to outcomes and findings; if HSE outcomes and findings that 
were made prior to the publication of the 2014 policies and procedures have no standing at present 
given that these assessments were conducted in the absence of a health board and HSE policy; if 
this is the case given that it would impact each case prior to the commencement of the 2014 policies 
and procedures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John McGuinness. [42080/22]

*1517. To ask the Minister for Health if he plans to examine the ongoing health issues caused by 
Covid and the response that is required to these issues by his Department and the HSE; if he has 
considered establishing long-Covid clinics to assist in the analysis of the after-effects of Covid; 
if long-Covid will be acknowledged as a disability or in the case of the HSE as an occupational 
injury; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John McGuinness. [42084/22]

*1518. To ask the Minister for Health the progress that has been made to date in finding an 
out-of-court resolution to the issues raised by thalidomide survivors; his views on the recent 
discussions that he had with the group and the outcome; the reason for the reported cost of €24 
million to his Department of providing documents for the ongoing court case; if he will provide an 
accurate costing of running the case to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John 
McGuinness. [42086/22]

*1519. To ask the Minister for Health if he will make appropriate changes in order that the living 
alone allowance is not assessable income for medical cards; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [42089/22]

*1520. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated full-year cost of ensuring that the living alone 
allowance is not assessable income for medical cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Richard Boyd Barrett. [42090/22]

*1521. To ask the Minister for Health if valneva will be purchased by the HSE; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [42092/22]

*1522. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) will receive access to 
speech and language therapy and occupational therapy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Matt Carthy. [42101/22]

*1523. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated full year cost of supplying free hormonal 
replacement therapy to all women who require it to treat symptoms of perimenopause and 
menopause; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [42102/22]

*1524. To ask the Minister for Health if pay parity in line with HSE workers will be immediately 
implemented for section 39 workers (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Griffin. [42104/22]

*1525. To ask the Minister for Health the number of general practitioners allocated to children 
and infants following a refusal of three general practitioners to register them by CHO area in each 
of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022; if he will provide an additional schedule in respect 
of the same information for persons aged 18 years and over in tabular form; if he will detail the 
protocol for assigning an adult with a general practitioner who cannot source one themselves; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [42105/22]
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*1526. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he intends taking to ensure that disability 
organisations funded under section 39 of the Health Act 2007 can afford to pay similar wages and 
salaries to those operating under section 38 of the Act in view of the similar work they do; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42108/22]

*1527. To ask the Minister for Health if he will expediate the process to include the cancer 
medicine, abemaciclib verzenios for reimbursement under the medicine access scheme (details 
supplied). — Robert Troy. [42116/22]

*1528. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that the south east regional drug and alcohol 
taskforce has not had a full-time coordinator for over two years; the action that is being taken 
to ensure that the full-time position is restored; if the person that was in the full-time position is 
still being paid by the HSE; if so, if he will resolve the issues that are preventing that person from 
returning to work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John McGuinness. [42118/22]

*1529. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide information regarding any ongoing 
research projects or studies within the Irish health system into the causes, treatment and cures 
for chronic and transient tinnitus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. 
[42122/22]

*1530. To ask the Minister for Health if the HSE will offer financial assistance towards the cost 
of an extension to accommodate a child (details supplied) with special needs. — Robert Troy. 
[42125/22]

*1531. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 817 of 10 May 2022, 
if he will provide an update on public health nurse recruitment in the Lucan area. — Gino Kenny. 
[42126/22]

*1532. To ask the Minister for Health the interim measures that are in place for parents seeking a 
public health check for their children given that there is no public health nurse in Lucan. — Gino 
Kenny. [42127/22]

*1533. To ask the Minister for Health the status and progress of the National Clinical Programme 
for adults with ADHD in the CHO7 area; and when a programme will be up and running in the 
CHO7 area. — Gino Kenny. [42128/22]

*1534. To ask the Minister for Health in the interim of waiting for the National Clinical Programme 
for adults with ADHD in the CHO7 area the measures that are in place for children who are on 
medication for ADHD and turn 18 years and are classed then as an adult; and the location in which 
they can obtain a prescription to continue with their medication given that it is vital that they still 
have access to their medication and general practitioner services cannot prescribe this medication. 
— Gino Kenny. [42129/22]

*1535. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that the HSE is having problems recruiting staff 
for vital health services (details supplied); and if he will provide a detailed account of the problems 
experienced in recruiting staff. — Gino Kenny. [42131/22]

*1536. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a detailed account of his Department’s 
plans, if any, to address problems in recruiting staff for vital health services (details supplied). — 
Gino Kenny. [42132/22]
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*1537. To ask the Minister for Health the amount recovered through the use of debt collectors 
and or debt collection agencies in respect of the collection of fees and charges for inpatient and day 
services on patients attending hospitals managed by Children’s Health Ireland in each of the years 
2015 to 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny Guirke. 
[42133/22]

*1538. To ask the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE in contracting debt collection 
agencies to pursue unpaid fees and charges from inpatient and day services from those attending 
hospitals managed by Children’s Health Ireland in each of the years 2015 to 2021, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny Guirke. [42134/22]

*1539. To ask the Minister for Health the number of inpatients or inpatient day cases attending 
hospitals managed by Children’s Health Ireland with unpaid fees and charges for inpatient and day 
services whose debt was referred to a debt collection agency in each of the years 2015 to 2021, in 
tabular form. — Johnny Guirke. [42135/22]

*1540. To ask the Minister for Health the amount recovered through the use of debt collectors 
and or debt collection agencies in respect of the collection of fees and charges for inpatient and day 
services on patients attending hospitals managed by University Limerick Hospitals Group in each 
of the years 2015 to 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny 
Guirke. [42136/22]

*1541. To ask the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE in contracting debt collection 
agencies to pursue unpaid fees and charges from inpatient and day services from those attending 
hospitals managed by University Limerick Hospitals Group in each of the years 2015 to 2021, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny Guirke. [42137/22]

*1542. To ask the Minister for Health the number of inpatients or inpatient day cases attending 
hospitals managed by University Limerick Hospitals Group with unpaid fees and charges for 
inpatient and day services whose debt was referred to a debt collection agency in each of the years 
2015 to 2021, in tabular form. — Johnny Guirke. [42138/22]

*1543. To ask the Minister for Health the amount recovered through the use of debt collectors 
and or debt collection agencies in respect of the collection of fees and charges for inpatient and day 
services on patients attending hospitals managed by South/South West Hospital Group in each of 
the years 2015 to 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny 
Guirke. [42139/22]

*1544. To ask the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE in contracting debt collection 
agencies to pursue unpaid fees and charges from inpatient and day services from those attending 
hospitals managed by South/South West Hospital Group in each of the years 2015 to 2021, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny Guirke. [42140/22]

*1545. To ask the Minister for Health the number of inpatients or inpatient day cases attending 
hospitals managed by South/South West Hospital Group with unpaid fees and charges for inpatient 
and day services whose debt was referred to a debt collection agency in each of the years 2015 to 
2021, in tabular form. — Johnny Guirke. [42141/22]

*1546. To ask the Minister for Health the amount recovered through the use of debt collectors 
and or debt collection agencies in respect of the collection of fees and charges for inpatient and day 
services on patients attending hospitals managed by Saolta University Health Care Group in each 
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of the years 2015 to 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny 
Guirke. [42142/22]

*1547. To ask the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE in contracting debt collection 
agencies to pursue unpaid fees and charges from inpatient and day services from those attending 
hospitals managed by Saolta University Health Care Group in each of the years 2015 to 2021, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Johnny Guirke. [42143/22]

*1548. To ask the Minister for Health the number of inpatients or inpatient day cases attending 
hospitals managed by Saolta University Health Care Group with unpaid fees and charges for 
inpatient and day services whose debt was referred to a debt collection agency in each of the years 
2015 to 2021, in tabular form. — Johnny Guirke. [42144/22]

*1549. To ask the Minister for Health if a child who has received an assessment report under 
the Disability Act 2005 is entitled to a review of that assessment on an annual basis. — David 
Cullinane. [42145/22]

*1550. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to a recent International 
index (details supplied) in which Ireland scores zero with respect to intersex bodily integrity (details 
supplied); his views on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. 
[42147/22]

*1551. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the recently published 
United Nations Human Rights Committee report concluding observations on the fifth periodic 
report of Ireland on intersex persons (details supplied); if he will commit to bringing forward 
legislation based on international best practice with respect to non-consensual surgical and medical 
interventions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [42148/22]

*1552. To ask the Minister for Health if he will publish the action plan for the implementation of 
the 2021 disability capacity review to 2032; if funding for the action plan has been requested as part 
of Budget 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John McGuinness. [42157/22]

*1553. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address a matter raised in correspondence (details 
supplied) in relation to colon cancer detection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
David Cullinane. [42167/22]

*1554. To ask the Minister for Health the level of dental care that can be provided within an 
appropriate timeframe given the nature of the treatment required in the case of a person (details 
supplied) who meets the criteria for treatment but cannot receive the appropriate treatment given 
that there is no dentist in the area dealing with medical card holders; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Charles Flanagan. [42171/22]

*1555. To ask the Minister for Health when free general practitioner care will be extended to six 
and seven-year-olds as announced under Budget 22. — Patrick Costello. [42172/22]

*1556. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to work with the Minister for Further and Higher 
Education, Research, Innovation and Science to address the discrepancy between training for 
educational psychologists and clinical psychologists with the latter receiving a substantial payment 
of college fees by the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. 
[42174/22]
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*1557. To ask the Minister for Health if the 35 children with cystic fibrosis whose age and 
genotype were not included in the initial deal with a drug manufacturer will now be included to 
provide access to the life changing medication, kaftrio (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42184/22]

*1558. To ask the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment will be expedited for a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42191/22]

*1559. To ask the Minister for Health if Irish frontline healthcare workers who contracted 
Covid-19 in their workplace, particularly those suffering from long-Covid, will be considered to 
have contracted a prescribed occupational disease in view of the opinion of the European Union 
Advisory Committee on Health and Safety at Work that Covid-19 caused by work in disease 
prevention, health and social care contexts should be included in the European schedule of 
occupational diseases annexed to Commission Recommendation 2003/670/EC; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [42195/22]

*1560. To ask the Minister for Health the position in relation to the number of full-time and part-
time occupational therapists in each county; if there are specific hours assigned to early intervention 
services; if there are specific hours of service assigned to children and adults with autism in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [42197/22]

*1561. To ask the Minister for Health the position in relation to the number of full-time and 
part-time speech and language therapists in each county; if there are specific hours assigned to 
early intervention services; if there are specific hours of service assigned to children and adults 
with autism in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. 
[42198/22]

*1562. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 772 of 12 July 2022, 
the date on which the CHO4 HSE chief officer ascertained that they had support for the closure 
of a centre (details supplied) from local senior clinical managers prior to finalising the decision to 
close the service at a later meeting on 22 June 2021; the details of each of these consultations and 
meetings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [42199/22]

*1563. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 772 of 12 July 2022, the 
date on which the consultant psychiatrist of the Midleton/Youghal Adult mental health team was 
first informed of the proposed closure of a centre (details supplied); if the consultant psychiatrist’s 
opinion on the decision and its clinical implications for the local HSE catchment was sought prior 
to that decision being finalised; the details of the management staff who were involved in these 
communications with the consultant psychiatrist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Neasa Hourigan. [42200/22]

*1564. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the implementation of an agreement (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [42201/22]

*1565. To ask the Minister for Health the average waiting times for HIV PrEP appointments in 
Dublin; the number of persons who been unable to get anointments at PrEP clinics; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [42222/22]

*1566. To ask the Minister for Health the outcome and action points of the meeting he attended 
between the HSE, his Department officials, relevant local stakeholders and some local public 
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representatives on 29 July 2022 regarding the future of a home (details supplied). — Alan Kelly. 
[42224/22]

*1567. To ask the Minister for Health the status of home help for a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42237/22]

*1568. To ask the Minister for Health the plans that are in place for the reimbursement of 
coaguchek meters and self-test monitors for long-term oral anticoagulant therapy with warfarin; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Collins. [42250/22]

*1569. To ask the Minister for Health if he will review the case of a person (details supplied); 
if he will provide an update on the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh 
Smyth. [42254/22]

*1570. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the key areas contained within the 
pre-budget submission of an organisation (details supplied) for services and funding required for 
persons living with sight loss will be included in Budget 2023; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [42263/22]

*1571. To ask the Minister for Health the amount of funding, excluding the nursing home support 
scheme that was given to each HSE nursing home and community hospital to implement measures 
to prevent and manage Covid-19 outbreaks in 2020 and 2021, in tabular form; the expenditure 
incurred to implement these measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm 
Burke. [42271/22]

*1572. To ask the Minister for Health the overall expenditure incurred per HSE nursing home and 
community hospital in each of the years 2019, 2020 and 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42272/22]

*1573. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [42273/22]

*1574. To ask the Minister for Health if he will review the case of a person (details supplied); if 
he will urgently schedule surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42278/22]

*1575. To ask the Minister for Health if he will outline the services available at St. Luke’s 
Hospital, Kilkenny for patients with skin disease; if a consultant and support team are available 
on site in the hospital; if so, the date of the commencement of the service; the number of patients 
attending the service; if there is a waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John 
McGuinness. [42281/22]

*1576. To ask the Minister for Health if he will licence cariban doxylamine pyridoxine under 
GMS and community drug schemes recognising the great need of pregnant women suffering from 
hyperemesis gravidarum and the cost of which can be €50 per week; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Patrick Costello. [42282/22]

*1577. To ask the Minister for Health the action he has or is taking to bridge the wage gap between 
section 38/39 organisations.; if any new pay agreement will be index linked; if the reasonable 
requests being made by section 39s have been costed; and if so, if he will outline these costs; if he 
has presented a business plan to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform; and if so, if the 
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Department has responded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John McGuinness. 
[42283/22]

*1578. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ensure that patients will have access to out-of-
hours general practitioner services in the north east region following the announcement of the north 
east doctor-on-call of reduced operating hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Matt Carthy. [42284/22]

*1579. To ask the Minister for Health his recent engagements with the north east doctor-on-call in 
respect of the out-of-hours general practitioner services provided by that body; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [42285/22]

*1580. To ask the Minister for Health the amount recovered through the use of debt collectors 
and or debt collection agencies in respect of the collection of fees and charges for inpatient/day 
services on patients attending hospitals managed by Ireland East Hospital Group in each of the 
years 2017 to 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas 
Pringle. [42305/22]

*1581. To ask the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE in contracting debt collection 
agencies to pursue unpaid fees and charges from inpatient/day services from those attending 
hospitals managed by Ireland East Hospital Group in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [42306/22]

*1582. To ask the Minister for Health the number of inpatients or inpatient day cases attending 
hospitals managed by Ireland East Hospital Group with unpaid fees and charges for inpatient/day 
services whose debt was referred to a debt collection agency in each of the years 2017 to 2021; in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [42307/22]

*1583. To ask the Minister for Health the amount recovered through the use of debt collectors and 
or debt collection agencies in respect of the collection of fees and charges for inpatient/day services 
on patients attending hospitals managed by RCSI Hospital Group in each of the years 2017 to 2021, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [42308/22]

*1584. To ask the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE in contracting debt collection 
agencies to pursue unpaid fees and charges from inpatient/day services from those attending 
hospitals managed by RCSI Hospital Group in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [42309/22]

*1585. To ask the Minister for Health the number of inpatients or inpatient day cases attending 
hospitals managed by RCSI Hospital Group with unpaid fees and charges for inpatient/day services 
whose debt was referred to a debt collection agency in each of the years 2017 to 2021; in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [42310/22]

*1586. To ask the Minister for Health the amount recovered through the use of debt collectors and 
or debt collection agencies in respect of the collection of fees and charges for inpatient/day services 
on patients attending hospitals managed by Dublin Midlands Hospital Group in each of the years 
2017 to 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. 
[42311/22]

*1587. To ask the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE in contracting debt collection 
agencies to pursue unpaid fees and charges from inpatient/day services from those attending 
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hospitals managed by Dublin Midlands Hospital Group in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [42312/22]

*1588. To ask the Minister for Health the number of inpatients or inpatient day cases attending 
hospitals managed by Dublin Midlands Hospital Group with unpaid fees and charges for inpatient/
day services whose debt was referred to a debt collection agency in each of the years 2017 to 2021; 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [42313/22]

*1589. To ask the Minister for Health the total funding provided to Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital 
for each of the years 2015 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; the projects itemised; the 
future commitments to further expand the services and or building infrastructure of the hospital; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42322/22]

*1590. To ask the Minister for Health if an assessment will be expedited for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [42323/22]

*1591. To ask the Minister for Health the total number of respite beds available in County Louth 
in each of the years 2015 to 2021 and to date in 2022, inclusive, inclusive in tabular form by year, 
number and location including disability and older persons services; the details of future plans to 
expand the number of available beds into the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Fergus O’Dowd. [42325/22]

*1592. To ask the Minister for Health the total number of transition and step-down beds available 
in County Louth in each of the years 2015 to 2021 and to date in 2022, inclusive in tabular form 
by year, number and location including disability and older persons services; the details of future 
plans to expand the number of available beds into the future; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42326/22]

*1593. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide funding for section 39 workers to achieve 
pay parity with public service workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán 
Canney. [42327/22]

*1594. To ask the Minister for Health if the necessary early intervention services will be provided 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. 
[42328/22]

*1595. To ask the Minister for Health the total number of beds available in Our Lady of Lourdes 
and Louth County Hospitals in each of the years 2015 to 2021 and to date in 2022, inclusive by 
department; the projected increase and decrease in the number of beds in the years ahead; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42329/22]

*1596. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the proposal for an e-tender framework to 
outsource audiology services to reduce waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Duncan Smith. [42330/22]

*1597. To ask the Minister for Health if he will seek details on the discussion from within the 
HSE to open a new primary care centre in Dunleer County Louth given the significant population 
increase in the area; the details of premises in the area that would be suitable for the project that 
are already in HSE ownership; and the projected cost of such an addition; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42339/22]
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*1598. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the development of long-Covid models of care 
for patients; the way that persons in counties Louth and Meath will be in a position to access long-
Covid services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42340/22]

*1599. To ask the Minister for Health if it is intended for Covid-19 to be considered as an 
occupational injury for those working in health, social and other care settings in which infection 
risk is increased as is the case in several other European Union member states. — Eoin Ó Broin. 
[42343/22]

*1600. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that the criteria in HR circular 022/2022 relating to 
the new temporary scheme of paid leave for public health service employees who are unfit for work 
post-Covid-19 infection excludes employees who do not work in a Covid-19 exposed environment 
as defined in the Risk Assessment for Covid-19 Vaccination Guidelines for Healthcare Workers 
but who contracted Covid-19 in their workplace during 2020 and 2021; and if his Department will 
reconsider this exclusion given the number of healthcare workers impacted by long-Covid. — Eoin 
Ó Broin. [42344/22]

*1601. To ask the Minister for Health the action that has been taken by his Department and by 
individual hospitals to provide support to employees who contracted Covid-19 in their workplace; 
and the supports that are provided to staff who contracted Covid-19 in their workplace and who are 
now living with long-Covid. — Eoin Ó Broin. [42345/22]

*1602. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on dentists who have re-
registered, if any, to provide services to medical card holders in counties Louth and Meath since 
the recent announcement on improved contracts for the services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42347/22]

*1603. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide any further details on the need to provide 
additional HPV vaccination supplies and options to secondary schools for those not vaccinated in 
the 2020-2021 term considering the figures to date which show a considerable reduction on the 
uptake in the previous two years, in particular to ensure that students from low income families can 
still avail of the vaccine where they cannot pay for them privately; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42348/22]

*1604. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on plans to set up scalp-colling 
services in the oncology ward of the Mater Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Neasa Hourigan. [42355/22]

*1605. To ask the Minister for Health his plans, if any, to introduce a national screening programme 
for persons aged 60 years and over for cardiovascular disease including structural heart disease 
given that early diagnosis is vital in the treatment of same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42373/22]

*1606. To ask the Minister for Health the average waiting time for boys waiting on an operation 
for hypospadias; the number of children that have now passed the age of two years, by which they 
should normally have been treated; the average age for a child still waiting for an operation; the 
number of surgeons performing the operation in Ireland; the discrepancies, if any, that exist in 
waiting list times for children based on geographical areas; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [42381/22]
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*1607. To ask the Minister for Health if he will make dexcom available to all persons with diabetes 
under the general medical card scheme or long-term illness; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Griffin. [42388/22]

*1608. To ask the Minister for Health when the issue regarding the provision of ceiling hoists and 
tracks for persons with disabilities will be finalised with the HSE and the Department of Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Richard O’Donoghue. [42390/22]

*1609. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children aged 0 to 18 years who are waiting 
for first-time intervention in all areas of early intervention in each CHO, by individual area and by 
each composite LHO within each CHO; the number on the public list; the number on the children’s 
disability network team list in each CHO in tabular form; and the length of time that they have been 
waiting for intervention by age. — Sean Sherlock. [42393/22]

*1610. To ask the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment will be expedited for a person 
(details supplied). — Paul McAuliffe. [42397/22]

*1611. To ask the Minister for Health if an urgent surgery appointment will be expedited for 
a person (details supplied) at Cappagh Hospital; and the status of this matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42398/22]

*1612. To ask the Minister for Health if he will consider a proposal for helping with accident 
and emergency departments (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael Healy-Rae. [43599/22]

*1613. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [42406/22]

*1614. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that successful applicants to the panel for the 
recent recruitment by the HSE of counsellors and therapists for the provision of mental health 
counselling in primary care services were informed that due to a financial review the posts were 
no longer available; the reason that the same positions are now being advertised by a recruitment 
agency (details supplied) as temporary seasonal positions on a self-employed basis; his views on 
this case and on the outsourcing of employment contracts by the HSE in the context of the phasing 
in of the Sláintecare Programme; and his views on whether this policy is compatible with that 
Programme. — Patrick Costello. [42407/22]

*1615. To ask the Minister for Health the number of hospitals operating the Da Vinci surgical 
system; if there are plans to expand the robotics programme in hospitals; if funding will be provided 
by his Department to implement same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David 
Cullinane. [42420/22]

*1616. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address a matter raised in correspondence (details 
supplied); his plans to review the current staffing levels and standards; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [42422/22]

*1617. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that there is a €25 charge for medical card users 
to get their eyes tested in opticians owned by an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Kathleen Funchion. [42424/22]
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*1618. To ask the Minister for Health if a study can be carried out to investigate if St. Finian’s 
Hospital, Killarney (details supplied) can be used for accommodation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42426/22]

*1619. To ask the Minister for Health if his Department is planning to allow the drug saxenda to 
be covered under both the medical card and the drug payment scheme. — Paul Murphy. [42428/22]

*1620. To ask the Minister for Health the plans that his Department has put in place to lower the 
wait period of 58 weeks for audiology in the Kerry Community Services (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42430/22]

*1621. To ask the Minister for Health the status of a case regarding the 27 former employees of 
a nursing home (details supplied) who are eligible to receive the pandemic bonus payment but due 
to the closure of the nursing home have not received the payment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [42431/22]

*1622. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons on waiting lists for insulin pumps by 
hospital in tabular form; the number waiting for funding or waiting otherwise; the number under 18 
and over 65 years; the number waiting by timeband; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— David Cullinane. [42448/22]

*1623. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons on diabetes-related waiting lists by 
CHO in tabular form; the number waiting for outpatient, inpatient, and day case appointments; the 
number on equipment or supplies waiting lists by list; the number of persons under 18 and over 65 
years on each list; the number waiting by timeband; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— David Cullinane. [42449/22]

*1624. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons on diabetes-related waiting lists by 
hospital in tabular form; the number waiting for outpatient, inpatient, and day case appointments; 
the number on equipment or supplies waiting lists by list; the number of persons under 18 and 
over 65 years on each list; the number waiting by timeband; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — David Cullinane. [42450/22]

*1625. To ask the Minister for Health the status of an application by a person (details supplied) 
under the drug payment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42459/22]

*1626. To ask the Minister for Health if treatment will be introduced in University Hospital Kerry 
to assist a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Healy-Rae. [42460/22]

*1627. To ask the Minister for Health if he will urgently review the case of a person (details 
supplied) in order that urgent cataract surgery can be scheduled. — Niamh Smyth. [42463/22]

*1628. To ask the Minister for Health the supports that are in place for persons trying to access 
IVF through the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [42468/22]

*1629. To ask the Minister for Health when a social care worker who works in a care home in 
Templeogue will receive the €1,000 Covid payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— John Lahart. [42470/22]
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*1630. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to make the non-invasive prenatal test available 
free of charge to all pregnant women such as in other countries for example the UK; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [42480/22]

*1631. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to include catering assistants in the pandemic 
bonus payment working in healthcare settings during Covid; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [42483/22]

*1632. To ask the Minister for Health if addiction services have been added to the schedule 
of accommodation services for the new primary care centre for Dundalk; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42488/22]

*1633. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide the details and full costings of planned 
refurbishment works at the HSE addiction services on Market Street, Dundalk; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42489/22]

*1634. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide details on the total number of HSE 
employees by title, grade, whole-time equivalent, wages and so on working at the HSE addiction 
services premises on Donore Road, Drogheda in each of the years since it opened in 2019, in 
tabular form. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42490/22]

*1635. To ask the Minister for Health the total number of addiction service users that attend the 
HSE addiction services premises on Donore Road, Drogheda clinic on a weekly basis from January 
to July 2022, in tabular form. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42491/22]

*1636. To ask the Minister for Health the total number of persons that have been treated in the 
HSE addiction services premises on Donore Road, Drogheda since it opened by year in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42492/22]

*1637. To ask the Minister for Health the total number of HSE drug and alcohol outreach workers 
currently working in the HSE Louth and Meath areas; if an outreach worker is employed by the 
HSE in the Drogheda area not including section 39 workers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42493/22]

*1638. To ask the Minister for Health the total HSE investment in the needle exchange on a 
monthly and yearly basis in respect of the proposed new needle exchange for Drogheda which will 
be operated in the premises of an organisation (details supplied); the expected commencement date 
for the service to be operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. 
[42494/22]

*1639. To ask the Minister for Health the total current HSE expenditure on needle exchange 
programmes nationally by county; the total number of needle exchange service users in each 
county; the estimated investment per service user for same in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and 
to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. 
[42495/22]

*1640. To ask the Minister for Health when dental services under anaesthesia at Wexford General 
Hospital will be increased from the current one session per week; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Verona Murphy. [42498/22]



4126

*1641. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children with special needs currently waiting 
for dental treatment under anaesthesia at Wexford General Hospital; the number of children with 
special needs waiting 24, 36 and 48 months and longer, respectively; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Verona Murphy. [42499/22]

*1642. To ask the Minister for Health the number of adults with special needs currently waiting for 
dental treatment under anaesthesia at Wexford General Hospital; the number of adults with special 
needs waiting 24, 36 and 48 months and longer, respectively; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Verona Murphy. [42500/22]

*1643. To ask the Minister for Health the current wait list for persons under 18 years of age 
awaiting orthodontal treatment at Wexford primary care centre, Grogan’s Road; the number of 
persons waiting 24, 36 and 48 months and longer, respectively; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Verona Murphy. [42503/22]

*1644. To ask the Minister for Health the current wait list for persons under 18 years of age 
awaiting orthodontal treatment at Enniscorthy primary care centre; the number of persons waiting 
24, 36 and 48 months and longer, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Verona Murphy. [42504/22]

*1645. To ask the Minister for Health the current status of the recruitment of a whole-time 
dietician to the CAMHS unit in Arden House, Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Verona Murphy. [42505/22]

*1646. To ask the Minister for Health the circumstances in which blood test costs are covered 
by the HSE for a medical card holder; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona 
Murphy. [42506/22]

*1647. To ask the Minister for Health the number of adult medical card holders in County 
Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. [42507/22]

*1648. To ask the Minister for Health the number of student nurses and midwives nationally 
who have received the pandemic recognition payment to date in 2022; the percentage of student 
nurses and midwives that that figure represents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Catherine Connolly. [42520/22]

*1649. To ask the Minister for Health the number of student nurses and midwives in University 
Hospital Galway who have received the pandemic recognition payment to date in 2022; the 
percentage of student nurses and midwives that that figure represents; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [42521/22]

*1650. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the particular importance 
of those who have had heart problems looking after their oral hygiene; if he will ensure that medical 
cards cover oral hygienists given this information; and if his Department will extend this service 
to include pensioners who have not met the PRSI coverage rules in the year before they retired. — 
Paul Murphy. [42533/22]

*1651. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to a family in Tipperary that 
was left waiting 45 minutes for an ambulance despite living less than ten minutes from the nearest 
ambulance station; and his plans, if any, to address ambulance response times. — James Browne. 
[42536/22]



4127

P.T.O

*1652. To ask the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in distributing the €1000 pandemic 
bonus payment to certain eligible frontline workers, including section 39 workers; when all those 
eligible will receive the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Gino Kenny. 
[42538/22]

*1653. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) will be given a healthcare 
appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42542/22]

*1654. To ask the Minister for Health if section 39 organisations will receive the pandemic 
payment as in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Niall Collins. [42547/22]

*1655. To ask the Minister for Health when the pandemic recognition payment will be paid to 
student nurses and midwives in University Hospital Galway, Merlin Park Hospital and Portiuncula 
Hospital Ballinasloe. — Paul Donnelly. [42552/22]

*1656. To ask the Minister for Health if he will respond to concerns raised by an organisation 
(details supplied) in respect of the consultation on draft regulations for providers of home support 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42559/22]

*1657. To ask the Minister for Health his views on the shortage of retail pharmacists in Ireland; 
and if he has made representations to the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Innovation, 
Research and Science with a view to developing a strategy to increase the number of persons 
qualifying as retail pharmacists. — Ivana Bacik. [42561/22]

*1658. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to address the very serious concerns raised in the 
recently published HIQA Disability Overview Report 2021; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42563/22]

*1659. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention and that of his Department was drawn to 
the protected disclosure in respect of an unnamed care home in Cork (details supplied); if the care 
home has subsequently been inspected by HIQA; if so, the outcome of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42564/22]

*1660. To ask the Minister for Health when section 38 and 39 organisations and their staff will 
receive the Covid bonus payment; the reason for the delay in issuing this payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [42568/22]

*1661. To ask the Minister for Health the progress that has been made on the provision of the 
primary care centre scheduled for Bangor Erris, County Mayo; the timeline for delivery of this 
centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [42569/22]

*1662. To ask the Minister for Health if he plans to ensure that the recently announced free 
contraception programme for women aged between 17 and 25 years will also apply to those availing 
of online prescriptions for oral contraceptive pills; if online consultations and repeat prescriptions 
will be part of the proposed free access programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Neasa Hourigan. [42591/22]

*1663. To ask the Minister for Health when the pandemic bonus payment will be paid to section 
39 staff in an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sean 
Fleming. [42592/22]
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*1664. To ask the Minister for Health if agency staff such as a person (details supplied) who are 
working on the frontline of the Covid-19 pandemic are entitled to the pandemic bonus payment; 
and when they can expect payment. — Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [42593/22]

*1665. To ask the Minister for Health if he will review the case of a person (details supplied); if 
he will provide an update on the appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Niamh Smyth. [42594/22]

*1666. To ask the Minister for Health the status of an application by a person (details supplied) 
for a primary medical certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-
Rae. [42596/22]

*1667. To ask the Minister for Health the provision that is being made to increase the current 
general anaesthetic MRI services for children at Children’s Health Ireland at Crumlin; when further 
funding will be provided to increase the current two-day service; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Verona Murphy. [42597/22]

*1668. To ask the Minister for Health the current number of paediatric patients in Ireland awaiting 
a general anaesthetic slot for an MRI; the average length of time spent on the waiting list for same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. [42598/22]

*1669. To ask the Minister for Health the expenditure of the National Recovery and Resilience 
Plan funding of €75m for e-health and ICT by programme to date in tabular form; the amount 
remaining; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [42614/22]

*1670. To ask the Minister for Health the total cost staffing across all grades including management 
and agency workers within the UL Hospital Group in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Richard O’Donoghue. [42619/22]

*1671. To ask the Minister for Health if an appointment will be arranged immediately at University 
Hospital Waterford for a person (details supplied). — John McGuinness. [42625/22]

*1672. To ask the Minister for Health the status of an application by a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42632/22]

*1673. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that have been taken to procure and distribute 
vaccines (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. 
[42634/22]

*1674. To ask the Minister for Health the basis on which Unit 3, St. Stephen’s Hospital, Glanmire 
has been identified by the HSE as a suitable alternative facility for a centre (details supplied) for 
residents given the series of major concerns raised by the Mental Health Commission in recent 
inspection reports in respect of the staff culture, the premises and in addition, given the isolated 
nature of the setting compared with the centre and the dorm-style rooms in Unit 3; if CHO 4 mental 
health service management informed the Mental Health Commission that it was offering Unit 3 as 
an alternative facility to the centre residents prior to doing so; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [42635/22]

*1675. To ask the Minister for Health the number of residents of a centre (details supplied) who 
have already transferred to other facilities who were able to avail of a trial placement before making 
a final move from the centre in each case without identifying the resident, the duration of the trial 
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period and whether any residents returned to the centre from a trial placement. — Neasa Hourigan. 
[42636/22]

*1676. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in County Clare will be 
admitted to Galway University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
McNamara. [42637/22]

*1677. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children under the age of 18 years with 
an intellectual, physical or sensory disability currently referred and waiting to be seen by HSE 
disabilities and special needs services in County Tipperary broken down into North and South 
Tipperary in tabular form; the length of time that each child is on the waiting list; the type of 
service they are waiting to attend; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. 
[42650/22]

*1678. To ask the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person (details supplied) will be 
expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42654/22]

*1679. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to address the hours worked by support staff in 
community hospital settings (details supplied) as his attention has been drawn to a reduction of the 
working week to 37.5 hours has already been provided to all other grades such as, nurses, managers, 
clerical staff, physiotherapists and occupational therapists; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Lowry. [42655/22]

*1680. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children that are currently receiving treatment 
from the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services; and if he will provide the statistics for the 
same period in 2021. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [42659/22]

*1681. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide details on the national and county average 
waiting time for children waiting to see a clinical mental health professional with the Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Service in tabular form. — Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [42660/22]

*1682. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a county overview of the number of 
children that are awaiting assessment by the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service; and 
if he will provide details on the average waiting list in tabular form, broken down by county. — 
Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire. [42661/22]

*1683. To ask the Minister for Health if he has plans to provide funding in the upcoming Budget 
to fund the provision of the Freestyle Libre Flash Glucose Monitoring System to persons with 
diabetes over 21 years of age based on clinical need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Matt Shanahan. [42664/22]

*1684. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ringfence some of the anticipated 2021 cost 
savings from the recent HSE Medicines Management Programme (MMP) Preferred Blood Glucose 
Strips for adults with Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes evaluation to fund the provision of the Freestyle 
Libre Flash Glucose Monitoring System to persons with diabetes over 21 years of age based on 
clinical need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Shanahan. [42665/22]

*1685. To ask the Minister for Health the number of applications for Freestyle Libre that were 
submitted by individual hospitals for persons with diabetes over 21 years of age; the number that 
were approved; the number that were refused in each of the years 2017 to 2021, in tabular form; if 



4130

there are plans to remove the age restriction on Freestyle Libre; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Matt Shanahan. [42666/22]

*1686. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 1629 of 26 July 2022, 
if there are no avenues for a dispenser-supplier, outside of the prescribed manufacturer-suppliers 
set in Schedule 3 of the HSE-IPHA Framework Agreement (2021) to apply or otherwise petition 
for the inclusion of a medicine or appliance on the long-term illness scheme; the reason there are 
any means by which a medical doctor, pharmacist, or other licensed prescriber may petition for the 
inclusion of a product on such schemes and reimbursement lists; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — David Cullinane. [42670/22]

*1687. To ask the Minister for Health if a hearing-aid appointment for a person (details supplied) 
will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42677/22]

*1688. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated timeline for the introduction of a statutory right 
to homecare, as outlined in the Programme for Government; the current status of the legislation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [42680/22]

*1689. To ask the Minister for Health if there are plans to examine the rising costs for residents in 
nursing homes (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-
Rae. [42685/22]

*1690. To ask the Minister for Health if teleconsultations are permitted within the free 
contraception scheme; if not, the reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David 
Cullinane. [42686/22]

*1691. To ask the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in securing a dialectical behavioural 
therapy team for the midwest region. — Cathal Crowe. [42687/22]

*1692. To ask the Minister for Health if he will work with the HSE to ensure that there are 
no delays in appointing a dialectical behavioural therapy team for the midwest region. — Cathal 
Crowe. [42688/22]

*1693. To ask the Minister for Health when the case of children (details supplied) will be treated 
as a high priority given that both suffer from cystic fibrosis; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42691/22]

*1694. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide the details regarding the number of 
private ambulances being used in each hospital group for the years 2011 to 2022, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [42696/22]

*1695. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide the details regarding the cost of using 
private ambulances per hospital group for the years 2011 to 2022, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [42697/22]

*1696. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address concerns raised by a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [42699/22]

*1697. To ask the Minister for Health when he expects the citizen engagement information and 
publicity campaigns to support and promote the rollout of the free contraception scheme; the 
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expected date for commencement of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Fergus O’Dowd. [42703/22]

*1698. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that glucogel, formerly known as hypostop, has 
been removed from the long-term illness card and medical card for persons with diabetes (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [42704/22]

*1699. To ask the Minister for Health if he will respond to concerns raised by an organisation 
(details supplied) in respect of the rollout of free contraception for 17 to 25 year olds; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42707/22]

*1700. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) can expect to receive 
treatment and a care plan from the HSE given that they are suffering severely from illness and 
family members are currently performing round-the-clock care in the absence of treatment and 
care. — Louise O’Reilly. [42712/22]

*1701. To ask the Minister for Health if he intends to provide funding in Budget 2023 for the 
provision of the FreeStyle Libre flash glucose monitoring system to persons with diabetes aged 
over 21 years, based on clinical need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. 
[42713/22]

*1702. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on the recommendations by the 
HSE medicines management programme regarding the drug cariban; his plans, if any, regarding 
the provision of affordable access to this treatment for persons suffering from hyperemesis who are 
prescribed this medication; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mary Lou McDonald. 
[42716/22]

*1703. To ask the Minister for Health when the issue of many dentists not providing treatment for 
persons with medical cards will be resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sean 
Fleming. [42717/22]

*1704. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 599, 602 and 603 
of 5 July 2022, the value of fines issued to each hospital for each relevant period in tabular form 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [42718/22]

*1705. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that a certain medication for a person (details 
supplied) cannot be covered by the medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael Healy-Rae. [42734/22]

*1706. To ask the Minister for Health if he will clarify the policy position of his Department 
concerning fetal alcohol spectrum disorder which is a lifelong neurodevelopmental disability that 
can result from alcohol-exposed pregnancies; the reason that Ireland remains the only country in 
the developed world that doesn’t recognise FASD and does not have a pathway to diagnosis or the 
provisions of support to persons living with FASD; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Carol Nolan. [42737/22]

*1707. To ask the Minister for Health if an appointment for a medical assessment in respect of 
a review of a nursing home support scheme application will be expedited for a person (details 
supplied) in County Cork. — Sean Sherlock. [42738/22]
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*1708. To ask the Minister for Health if a child (details supplied) has been referred to the HSE 
public waiting list for dental treatment. — Robert Troy. [42755/22]

*1709. To ask the Minister for Health the Government’s plans in relation to Sharing the Vision 
for a pilot reconfiguration of services that could ascertain the specific mental health needs of the 
0 to 25 years cohort that should be established to inform the staffing requirements of child and 
adolescent mental health services and general adult mental health service teams; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [42764/22]

*1710. To ask the Minister for Health when a reimbursement will issue under the hardship scheme 
in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard 
J. Durkan. [42765/22]

*1711. To ask the Minister for Health the plans that his Department has to include screening for 
vasa praevia in prenatal scans given the relative prevalence of the condition and a recent High 
Court Case (details supplied). — Neasa Hourigan. [42768/22]

*1712. To ask the Minister for Health the number of registration applications to CORU by 
persons with a degree from outside the State that were and have been waiting longer than 1, 2, 3 
and 4 months and so on, in 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022, respectively in tabular form. — Thomas 
Gould. [42771/22]

*1713. To ask the Minister for Health the expected timelines for the completion of the review 
of services at Navan Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. 
[42774/22]

*1714. To ask the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expedited for a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42775/22]

*1715. To ask the Minister for Health if a referral will be expedited for a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42776/22]

*1716. To ask the Minister for Health when a HSE worker (details supplied) will receive the 
€1,000 Covid bonus payment. — Robert Troy. [42778/22]

*1717. To ask the Minister for Health if the E111, now known as the EHIC covers UK citizens for 
out-of-hours doctor appointments whilst in Ireland (details supplied). — Robert Troy. [42785/22]

*1718. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the pandemic €1,000 bonus for a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [42794/22]

*1719. To ask the Minister for Health when frontline agency workers such as a person (details 
supplied) will receive the long overdue pandemic bonus; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Paul Murphy. [42795/22]

*1720. To ask the Minister for Health when the Covid-19 recognition payment will be paid to a 
person (details supplied) in County Mayo. — Michael Ring. [42801/22]

*1721. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) will receive their pandemic 
special recognition payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. 
[42803/22]
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*1722. To ask the Minister for Health if a renewed European health insurance card will issue in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [42808/22]

*1723. To ask the Minister for Health when the Covid payment of €1,000 paid to healthcare 
staff as an acknowledgement of their frontline work during the Covid pandemic will be paid to 
healthcare staff in private nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie 
Cahill. [42811/22]

*1724. To ask the Minister for Health if free orthodontic treatment for children who have a 
condition called hypodontia will be provided through the Health Service Executive school age 
dental treatment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. 
[42814/22]

*1725. To ask the Minister for Health the totality of grant-aid and or subsidy provided to each 
local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details supplied). — Catherine Murphy. 
[42830/22]

*1726. To ask the Minister for Health the number of new long-term and short-term respite beds 
that have been approved and allocated in each of the electoral areas in east Cork in each of the years 
2019 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Pat Buckley. [42843/22]

*1727. To ask the Minister for Health the number of new long-stay and short-stay mental health 
respite beds that have been approved and allocated in each of the electoral areas in east Cork in 
each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Pat Buckley. [42844/22]

*1728. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to meet with representatives of the survivors of 
abuse by a person (details supplied) in relation to establishing an inquiry into the Lourdes Hospital 
and Fair Street Consulting Rooms in terms of the way that this abuse continued for so long; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [42847/22]

*1729. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a scheme for the automatic provision 
of medical cards for the survivors of abuse by a person (details supplied) many of whom continue 
to suffer mental and physical health effects as a result of the abuse; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [42848/22]

*1730. To ask the Minister for Health if Crohn’s disease will be included under the long-term 
illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [42860/22]

*1731. To ask the Minister for Health if he plans to conduct a review of the long-term illness 
scheme to include other chronic conditions and diseases; the last time that his Department conducted 
a review of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig O’Sullivan. [42861/22]

*1732. To ask the Minister for Health if consideration will be given to declaring a retail pharmacist 
as a critical skills shortage in order to expedite the process of registering European Union and non-
European Union pharmacists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. 
[43348/22]



4134

*1733. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to a growing trend which 
has been reported of dentists not accepting medical cards (details supplied); if he will take steps to 
address this issue; and if he will implement supports for medical cards patients that are patients of 
a dentist who is not accepting them. — Paul Murphy. [42872/22]

*1734. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Sláinte an bhfuil sé i gceist ag Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhíse 
Sláinte ionad cúraim phríomhúil a thógáil ar an gCeathrú Rua, Co. na Gaillimhe don cheantar láidir 
Gaeltachta sin; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42878/22]

*1735. To ask the Minister for Health the full cost of all services, assessments or interventions 
to children provided by non-HSE organisations through primary care services in each of the years 
from 2016 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [42881/22]

*1736. To ask the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a child (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42882/22]

*1737. To ask the Minister for Health when the €1,000 healthcare recognition payment will be 
made to non-HSE staff, that is, section 39 workers; and the process to access this payment for 
staff who are not directly employed by the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Marian Harkin. [42885/22]

*1738. To ask the Minister for Health if travel assistance to and from St John of God’s, Moyglare 
Road, County Kildare can urgently be provided in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42886/22]

*1739. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated amount that the health service would save if 
the State applied a zero rate of VAT to non-oral medicines by service in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [42887/22]

*1740. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the special pandemic recognition award for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. 
[42897/22]

*1741. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that the extension of special leave with pay 
by the HSE is restricted to those receiving the payment for 84 days prior to 7 February 2022; the 
reason for the 84 days and the cut-off date of 7 February 2022; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Denis Naughten. [42898/22]

*1742. To ask the Minister for Health if the provisions and rulings of HSE HR circular 004/2012 
apply to section 38 organisations in general and to the Central Remedial Clinic in specific; if so, 
and in cases in which the circular has not been implemented, the recompense that will be offered to 
employees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42900/22]

*1743. To ask the Minister for Health the current waiting time for an immunology out-patient 
in Galway University Hospital; the number of patients on the waiting list; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [42903/22]

*1744. To ask the Minister for Health when the €1,000 pandemic bonus will be paid to HSE 
staff (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Griffin. [42906/22]
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*1745. To ask the Minister for Health when the €1,000 pandemic bonus will be paid to HSE 
staff (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Griffin. [42907/22]

*1746. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) will receive the Covid 
pandemic bonus. — Robert Troy. [42915/22]

*1747. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the fact that certain 
section 38 workers have not received the pandemic payment; the reason they did not receive the 
payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard O’Donoghue. [42916/22]

*1748. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children and adolescents on the orthodontic 
waiting list in Limerick city and county in both primary and secondary school in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard O’Donoghue. [42917/22]

*1749. To ask the Minister for Health the progress made to date with the development of the 
new emergency department and women’s and children’s block at University Hospital Galway, 
Newcastle Road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42922/22]

*1750. To ask the Minister for Health the progress made to date with the development of a 
comprehensive cancer care facility at University Hospital Galway which will enable all cancer 
services to be located within one block as a hospital within a hospital and which has been escalated 
in the National Development Plan 2021-2030; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Éamon Ó Cuív. [42923/22]

*1751. To ask the Minister for Health when the pandemic bonus will be paid to all of the healthcare 
staff who are still waiting to receive same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Healy-Rae. [42926/22]

*1752. To ask the Minister for Health the number of adults awaiting audiology appointments in 
counties Laois and Offaly; the length of time they have been waiting; the steps that are being taken 
by his Department to address the waiting lists for adult audiology services in counties Laois and 
Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42930/22]

*1753. To ask the Minister for Health if his Department is considering providing core funding 
for a centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Josepha Madigan. 
[42931/22]

*1754. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person (details supplied) who 
has been waiting for two years for a Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service assessment 
in Limerick following referral by their general practitioner; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [42932/22]

*1755. To ask the Minister for Health the progress that has been made to in reduce waiting times 
in the Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service service in each of the CHO areas; if new 
approaches are deemed necessary; the progress that has been made to date in the audit of CAMHS 
following the Maskey Report, the progress of the review being undertaken by the Mental Health 
Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [42933/22]
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*1756. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons currently on a waiting list for 
prophylactic breast removal by each waiting time period in each hospital in tabular form. — Róisín 
Shortall. [42934/22]

*1757. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons currently on a waiting list to access 
reconstructive surgery as a result of having undergone prophylactic breast removal surgery by each 
waiting time period in each hospital in tabular form. — Róisín Shortall. [42935/22]

*1758. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons currently on a waiting list for 
prophylactic ovary removal by each waiting time period in each hospital in tabular form. — Róisín 
Shortall. [42936/22]

*1759. To ask the Minister for Health the volume of prophylactic breast removal surgeries within 
the recommended timeframe as an absolute number and as a proportion of total prophylactic breast 
removal surgeries in each of the years 2010 to 2021, in tabular form. — Róisín Shortall. [42937/22]

*1760. To ask the Minister for Health the volume of prophylactic ovary removal surgeries within 
the recommended timeframe as an absolute number and as a proportion of total prophylactic ovary 
removal surgeries in each of the years 2010 to 2021, in tabular form. — Róisín Shortall. [42938/22]

*1761. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on progress in relation to the 
Covid-19 pandemic recognition payment to the list of six non-HSE/non-section 38 organisation 
types covered by the Government decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan 
Dillon. [42942/22]

*1762. To ask the Minister for Health his views on ringfencing some of the anticipated 2021 cost 
savings from the recent HSE Medicines Management Programme of preferred preferred blood 
glucose strips for adults with type 1 and type 2 diabetes evaluation to fund the provision of the flash 
glucose monitoring system to persons with diabetes over 21 years of age based on clinical need; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [42945/22]

*1763. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person (details supplied) who 
was on the public waiting list at University Hospital Limerick and was transferred by the HSE, to 
a private waiting list for the Bon Secours Hospital, Limerick for a procedure; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [42949/22]

*1764. To ask the Minister for Health when a frontline worker (details supplied) who is employed 
by an agency will receive their pandemic special recognition payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Peter Burke. [42957/22]

*1765. To ask the Minister for Health when a frontline worker (details supplied) who is employed 
by an agency will receive their pandemic special recognition payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Peter Burke. [42958/22]

*1766. To ask the Minister for Health when a frontline worker (details supplied) who is employed 
by an agency will receive their pandemic special recognition payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Peter Burke. [42959/22]

*1767. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the contraception service which will 
be made freely available to women aged 17 to 25 years by end of August 2022, is made available 
through telehealth providers rather than by asking women to attend physical general practitioner 
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clinics to access the scheme; and if he will meet with the relevant parties to discuss the matter. — 
Paul Murphy. [42960/22]

*1768. To ask the Minister for Health if the Covid recognition payment will be approved for a 
person (details supplied). — Pa Daly. [42974/22]

*1769. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting to be seen by child and 
adolescent mental health services by CHO and LHO in tabular form; and the length of time that 
persons are waiting to be seen. — Sean Sherlock. [42977/22]

*1770. To ask the Minister for Health the geographic locations of the SouthDoc facilities in 
County Cork; if he has had any engagement on those specific locations regarding their future; if 
he will publish the dates and attendees of any meetings that he or his officials have had regarding 
SouthDoc services in Cork; and if the lease terms at each geographic location are known. — Sean 
Sherlock. [42978/22]

*1771. To ask the Minister for Health the length of time that a person (details supplied) will be 
waiting for surgery; if an appointment for same will be expedited; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [42979/22]

*1772. To ask the Minister for Health if he will publish the research that has led to the HSE 
national home birth service recommending that women accessing the service should reside 30 
minutes or less blue light distance from their nearest maternity service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [42981/22]

*1773. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding 
the pandemic bonus payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. 
[42989/22]

*1774. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ensure that frontline non-residential staff working 
in section 39 agencies are eligible for the pandemic bonus payment (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [42990/22]

*1775. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that are being taken to update the Nursing and 
Midwifery Board of Ireland overseas application process; if he will ensure clarity and address any 
issues around required applicant information and documents as part of this process; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [42991/22]

*1776. To ask the Minister for Health the number of monkeypox vaccines administered to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [42995/22]

*1777. To ask the Minister for Health the criteria applied to determine the person or body that 
is eligible for a monkeypox vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [42996/22]

*1778. To ask the Minister for Health the number of monkeypox vaccines available; the anticipated 
number of persons who will require a vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Catherine Connolly. [42997/22]

*1779. To ask the Minister for Health the body of evidence used to inform the recent 
recommendation by the National Women and Infants Health Programme that no woman who lives 
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further than 30 minutes away from a maternity hospital or maternity unit can give birth at home; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [42998/22]

*1780. To ask the Minister for Health the organisation structures and rationale of groups (details 
supplied) within the HSE; if he will confirm the person or body that has oversight over each of 
these groups; if he will outline to whom each of these groups are accountable; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [42999/22]

*1781. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [43005/22]

*1782. To ask the Minister for Health the position regarding the eligibility criteria for the 
pandemic bonus payment for healthcare workers; if staff from an organisation (details supplied) 
who worked on the frontline throughout the pandemic are eligible for this payment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [43017/22]

*1783. To ask the Minister for Health the number of paramedics in training with the National 
Ambulance Service by year of training and cohort in tabular form; the intake number in each of the 
years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022; the numbers graduating in each year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — David Cullinane. [43021/22]

*1784. To ask the Minister for Health the number of overtime hours worked by HSE staff by staff 
category to date by month in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— David Cullinane. [43022/22]

*1785. To ask the Minister for Health the number of overtime hours worked by HSE staff by staff 
category by month in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — David 
Cullinane. [43023/22]

*1786. To ask the Minister for Health if he has considered the need to index the means test for the 
medical card or to make other improvements to assist access-to-need care and appliances for those 
currently not eligible but who are significantly affected by the rising cost of living. — Richard 
Bruton. [43024/22]

*1787. To ask the Minister for Health if he will consider including Tusla social care workers who 
worked through the Covid-19 pandemic in the pandemic bonus payment scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Paul McAuliffe. [43040/22]

*1788. To ask the Minister for Health the progress to date in progressing an MC1(e) emergency 
medical card application in the case of a person (details supplied); when a card is likely to issue; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [43048/22]

*1789. To ask the Minister for Health if he will urgently review the pandemic bonus payment of 
€1000 for a healthcare worker (details supplied); if he will provide an update on same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [43050/22]

*1790. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children in CHO8 who are currently waiting 
to access the child disability network team in the region; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brian Stanley. [43059/22]
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*1791. To ask the Minister for Health if respite will be provided for a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [43061/22]

*1792. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children in CHO8 who are currently awaiting 
access to occupational therapy, speech and language therapy, physiotherapy and psychology 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brian Stanley. [43063/22]

*1793. To ask the Minister for Health if he will outline his plans to fund a long-Covid clinic at the 
Mater Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [43064/22]

*1794. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a greater supply of ambulance services to 
Naas Hospital given that currently the demand exceeds the supply; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — James Lawless. [43065/22]

*1795. To ask the Minister for Health if he will increase funding by €20 in line with the 
recommendations of an organisation (details supplied) to ensure that section 29 agencies can offer 
rates of pay in line with section 28 and HSE services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Patrick Costello. [43067/22]

*1796. To ask the Minister for Health the action that his Department is taking in relation to 
students who are currently enrolled in applied social care at Dublin Business School who were 
recently informed that their course had been denied CORU accreditation meaning they will be 
unable to register as social care workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patrick 
Costello. [43070/22]

*1797. To ask the Minister for Health when a group (details supplied) will receive the pandemic 
bonus payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [43086/22]

*1798. To ask the Minister for Health if his Department is continuing to correspond with general 
practitioners on the proposed cuts which were postponed earlier in 2022 (details supplied); if he 
will provide an update on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh 
Smyth. [43094/22]

*1799. To ask the Minister for Health if his Department will review the assessment of needs 
process to ensure school children receive appropriate additional services. — Francis Noel Duffy. 
[43096/22]

*1800. To ask the Minister for Health when the pandemic payment will be paid to frontline HSE 
workers (details supplied). — Brendan Griffin. [43100/22]

*1801. To ask the Minister for Health if he will review the circumstances related to the standard 
of care provided for a person (details supplied). — Pa Daly. [43102/22]

*1802. To ask the Minister for Health when the HSE lead on long-Covid will be meeting with a 
person (details supplied); the reason that such a meeting has not taken place to date if requested by 
the latter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [43119/22]

*1803. To ask the Minister for Health the clinical basis on which the HSE is planning to remove 
funding from the long-Covid clinic operated at the Mater Hospital by a person (details supplied); 
the plans that are in place to treat those patients currently in their care at other locations and with 
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medical professionals of equal or higher level of specialist expertise; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Réada Cronin. [43120/22]

*1804. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that a facility (details supplied) remains closed; 
and the steps being taken to reopen it. — Sean Sherlock. [43122/22]

*1805. To ask the Minister for Health the total number of paediatric gastroenterologists currently 
employed within with the HSE by hospital in each of the years 2018 to 2021 and to date in 2022, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43123/22]

*1806. To ask the Minister for Health the total number of children awaiting appointments for 
HSE paediatric gastroenterology by hospital in each of the years 2018 to 2021 and to date in 2022, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43124/22]

*1807. To ask the Minister for Health the action he will take to ensure that the long-Covid 
clinic in the Mater Hospital remains open; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian 
O’Callaghan. [43128/22]

*1808. To ask the Minister for Health if, in relation to the Medical Cannabis Access Programme, 
he is giving consideration to expanding the list of health conditions covered by the MCAP; if he 
is giving consideration to including medicinal cannabis products on the list of medications which 
patients can be reimbursed for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. 
[43129/22]

*1809. To ask the Minister for Health if he will instruct his Department in relation to the current 
situation around access to medicinal cannabis products in Ireland and the fact that the MCAP 
severely restricts the health conditions the products can be prescribed for to expand this list of 
health conditions MCAP can prescribe medical cannabis products for treatment; if he will ensure 
that the drug payment scheme includes medical cannabis products, meaning that this process is 
designed to meet the needs of Irish patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul 
Murphy. [43133/22]

*1810. To ask the Minister for Health the number of staff working in St. Marys Health Centre, 
Thurles, County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. 
[43136/22]

*1811. To ask the Minister for Health if all the positions are filled on a permanent basis in St. 
Mary’s Health Centre, Thurles, County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Jackie Cahill. [43137/22]

*1812. To ask the Minister for Health the number of hours a week and the number of days a 
month a psychiatrist is present and on duty in St. Marys Health Centre, Thurles, County Tipperary; 
if there are any plans to increase these figures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Jackie Cahill. [43138/22]

*1813. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to ensure the reduction in working hours for 
support staff in the Hospital of the Assumption, Thurles, County Tipperary from 39 hrs per week to 
37.5 hrs per week in line with other HSE grades; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Jackie Cahill. [43139/22]
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*1814. To ask the Minister for Health if he will investigate if, in 2021 any acute hospital in CHO 
areas 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 reached the target set out in The Emergency Medicine Programme 
for Ireland namely, that 95% of patients should be either admitted or discharged within six hours 
of arriving at an emergency department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol 
Nolan. [43141/22]

*1815. To ask the Minister for Health the steps his Department is taking to urgently assess 
the number of acute inpatient psychiatric beds required to ensure timely admission of patients 
presenting with acute psychiatric illness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol 
Nolan. [43142/22]

*1816. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that are being taken to increase the number of 
rehabilitative care beds, long-term nursing home beds and the financing of homecare packages to 
free-up acute hospital beds for admissions from the emergency departments; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43143/22]

*1817. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide much-needed urgent funding to the long-
Covid clinic at the Mater Hospital (details supplied); and if not, the reason for same. — Paul 
Murphy. [43145/22]

*1818. To ask the Minister for Health the expenses paid to Ministerial advisers in his Department 
in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43155/22]

*1819. To ask the Minister for Health the number of computers available to medical doctors and 
consultants in the accident and emergency department of University Hospital Kerry; the number of 
medical doctors and consultants that would be expected to share these computers per shift; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Pa Daly. [43168/22]

*1820. To ask the Minister for Health when non HSE/section 38 workers in the six areas covered 
by the pandemic bonus payment will receive their payment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Lowry. [43172/22]

*1821. To ask the Minister for Health if additional funding will be provided to the Mater Hospital 
Dublin in order that it can continue to provide medical services and support persons experiencing 
the effects of long-Covid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. 
[43173/22]

*1822. To ask the Minister for Health when the pandemic bonus payment will be paid to a person 
(details supplied). — Brian Stanley. [43176/22]

*1823. To ask the Minister for Health the amount of investment in computers and related 
peripheral equipment in University Hospital Kerry for each of the years 2015 to 2021; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Pa Daly. [43179/22]

*1824. To ask the Minister for Health the number and location of hospitals with hyperpolarised 
xenon magnetic resonance imaging diagnostic facilities. — Catherine Murphy. [43182/22]

*1825. To ask the Minister for Health the number of cardiology procedures carried out in the 
Dublin Midlands Hospital Group from 2019 to date in 2022, broken down by hospital, year and 
procedure type. — Catherine Murphy. [43183/22]
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*1826. To ask the Minister for Health the additional WTE staff by job title that were recruited for 
the specialist menopause clinic at the National Maternity Hospital; the number of vacancies by job 
title at this clinic; and when these vacancies will be filled in tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. 
[43184/22]

*1827. To ask the Minister for Health if he will urgently review the pandemic bonus payment of 
€1000 for a healthcare worker (details supplied); if he will provide an update on this; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [43203/22]

*1828. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 737 of 10 May 
2022, if he will seek a full update on the planned development of long-Covid clinics and models 
of care for patients; the locations in which they will open (details supplied); the overall budget that 
has been set aside for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. 
[43213/22]

*1829. To ask the Minister for Health the number of patients in each CHO that are awaiting 
surgery but cannot get surgery due to a lack of respite and aftercare facilities available in that CHO 
in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43215/22]

*1830. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Royal 
Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital, Dublin has no 24/7 emergency service or on-call doctor for 
emergencies; if he will take steps to address the matter; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Neale Richmond. [43242/22]

*1831. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 1514 of 14 June 
2022, the status of the application received by the HSE corporate pharmaceutical unit for pricing 
and reimbursement of semaglutide 2.4mg (details supplied) on 6 May 2022 from a company; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [43245/22]

*1832. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that a child (details supplied) has not received an 
appointment for the hygienist as part of the primary school dental programme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [43247/22]

*1833. To ask the Minister for Health when an operation will take place for a person (details 
supplied). — Paul McAuliffe. [43248/22]

*1834. To ask the Minister for Health the measures that are being introduced to ensure that the fee 
payable for nursing home resident care recognises the extraordinary increase in costs being incurred 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43250/22]

*1835. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that the pricing mechanism for the fair deal 
scheme remains unchanged seven years after the review of the scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43251/22]

*1836. To ask the Minister for Health the immediate measure that will be implemented to stem 
the closure of small nursing homes (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Colm Burke. [43252/22]

*1837. To ask the Minister for Health his views on the recent pattern of closure of smaller nursing 
homes; and if the loss of these nursing homes within communities are of particular concern for his 
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Department and the Government with regard to the care options available to persons; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43253/22]

*1838. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the Review of Pricing System for Long Term 
Residential Care Facilities published June 2021 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43254/22]

*1839. To ask the Minister for Health his views on his Department’s value for money review 
of nursing home costs (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm 
Burke. [43255/22]

*1840. To ask the Minister for Health if a matter raised in correspondence by a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[43257/22]

*1841. To ask the Minister for Health if information has now been published and provided to 
non-HSE and non-Section 38 organisation types that are covered by the Government decision on 
the pandemic recognition payment, regarding the process available to them in order to implement 
payment for their eligible staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mary Lou 
McDonald. [43258/22]

*1842. To ask the Minister for Health when eligible staff (details supplied) that are based in 
Dublin in a non-HSE and non-Section 38 organisation covered by the Government decision will 
receive the pandemic recognition payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mary 
Lou McDonald. [43259/22]

*1843. To ask the Minister for Health when eligible staff (details supplied) that are based in 
Dublin in a non-HSE and non-section 38 organisation covered by the Government decision will 
receive the pandemic recognition payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mary 
Lou McDonald. [43260/22]

*1844. To ask the Minister for Health if he will consider a scheme to address the long waiting 
times for children listed for orthodontic treatment in order that they can access private treatment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Bruton. [43261/22]

*1845. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to a situation relating to a 
service (details supplied); the details of any engagements that he or officials from his Department 
have had with this service regarding resourcing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Mary Lou McDonald. [43262/22]

*1846. To ask the Minister for Health the average waiting times for routine echocardiograms in 
each hospital in the State in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Rose 
Conway-Walsh. [43263/22]

*1847. To ask the Minister for Health if there are technical restrictions preventing staff in Cork 
University Hospital sending emails to the HSE. — Sean Sherlock. [43266/22]

*1848. To ask the Minister for Health if it is the intention of the HSE to reduce SouthDoc services 
in County Cork by closing down centres in Mallow and Fermoy. — Sean Sherlock. [43267/22]
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*1849. To ask the Minister for Health when it is proposed to close a centre (details supplied) in 
County Cork. — Sean Sherlock. [43271/22]

*1850. To ask the Minister for Health the respite arrangements that have been put in place in 
the absence of respite facilities at a centre (details supplied) in County Cork. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43272/22]

*1851. To ask the Minister for Health the latest correspondence that has been exchanged between 
his Department and the HSE in respect of the pending closure of a centre (details supplied) in 
County Cork. — Sean Sherlock. [43273/22]

*1852. To ask the Minister for Health if an alternative residence has been found to replace a 
centre (details supplied) in County Cork. — Sean Sherlock. [43274/22]

*1853. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide funding for the long Covid neurological 
clinic at the Mater Hospital to ensure that it continues to accept and treat patients given the threat 
of closure due to the lack of any funding provision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Denis Naughten. [43277/22]

*1854. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons that are eligible for the pandemic 
bonus payment that have received same; the number of eligible persons that have not received the 
payment to date; the date on which all persons eligible will receive the payment; if his attention has 
been drawn to a delay in payment; and his plans to address this. — Catherine Murphy. [43278/22]

*1855. To ask the Minister for Health if he will examine an issue (details supplied) regarding 
the pandemic bonus payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Lawless. 
[43280/22]

*1856. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the impact of rising 
inflation on the nursing home industry and the resulting rising costs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [43283/22]

*1857. To ask the Minister for Health if he has engaged with an organisation (details supplied) 
on the current crisis caused by rising inflation and costs for the industry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [43284/22]

*1858. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide funding to nursing homes to help them 
combat rising inflation and costs that are putting pressure on the industry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Neale Richmond. [43285/22]

*1859. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the new European Union 
Health Union proposal which allows customers to collect their prescription in any pharmacy in 
Europe; if Ireland will join this programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neale 
Richmond. [43287/22]

*1860. To ask the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person (details supplied) for a 
hearing aid will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. 
[43291/22]

*1861. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he will take to address the recruitment 
and retention issues for staff working in Section 39 organisations and the consequences which 
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the current pay differential is having on service delivery for these bodies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael Creed. [43293/22]

*1862. To ask the Minister for Health if payment of the pandemic bonus payment is available to 
a home help healthcare support assistant (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Ring. [43295/22]

*1863. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address the case of a person (details supplied) 
regarding dental treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. 
[43296/22]

*1864. To ask the Minister for Health if he will make funding available to manage the long-Covid 
clinic in the Mater Hospital; if he will establish a long-Covid clinic in Sligo to service the north 
west; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marian Harkin. [43305/22]

*1865. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on an amended fair deal scheme 
to remove disincentives for sale and rental of vacant properties under Housing for All. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43334/22]

*1866. To ask the Minister for Health if he will take action to address the lengthy waiting lists for 
public orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. 
[43340/22]

*1867. To ask the Minister for Health the engagement that he has had with the Minister for Education 
on the matter of school transport since June 2022; and if he will publish any correspondence shared 
with the Minister for Education on same. — Sean Sherlock. [43358/22]

*1868. To ask the Minister for Health the amount that his Department has spent on advertising 
on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent per platform; and the campaigns per 
platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43377/22]

*1869. To ask the Minister for Health the plans that his Department has to address the costs of 
IVF for individuals and couples trying to conceive. — Cathal Crowe. [43394/22]

*1870. To ask the Minister for Health if he, in consultation with the HSE, will ensure that the 
recruitment process in the National Ambulance Service is streamlined (details supplied). — Cathal 
Crowe. [43397/22]

*1871. To ask the Minister for Health the services available for children who have ASD and who 
also have mental health difficulties. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [43401/22]

*1872. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated cost if 500,000 extra dementia home support 
hours were provided in 2023. — Violet-Anne Wynne. [43402/22]

*1873. To ask the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) is eligible for a payment; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [43419/22]

*1874. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to support persons suffering from long-Covid; if 
he will ensure the continued operation of a dedicated clinic for same; if he will further commit to 
funding necessary services for persons with long-Covid; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bríd Smith. [43421/22]
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*1875. To ask the Minister for Health the measures that are in place for patients with HSE 
provided medical equipment in a situation in which blackouts or brownouts occur in an area. — 
Sean Sherlock. [43426/22]

*1876. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he is taking to address the shortfall in the 
availability of the monkeypox vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jim 
O’Callaghan. [43445/22]

*1877. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he proposes to take to provide reassurance to 
the public in relation to the shortage of the monkeypox vaccine; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Jim O’Callaghan. [43446/22]

*1878. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons in counties Laois and Offaly that are 
on a waiting list for hip replacements; the average wait time; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Carol Nolan. [43451/22]

*1879. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons in counties Laois and Offaly that are 
on a waiting list for knee replacements; the average wait time; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43452/22]

*1880. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in County Cork will be 
called for urgent surgery. — Sean Sherlock. [43457/22]

*1881. To ask the Minister for Health the details of the waiting lists for children in the Dublin 9 
and Dublin 11 region to have a dental examination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Thomas Pringle. [43461/22]

*1882. To ask the Minister for Health the plans that he has made to tackle the issue of increased 
inflationary costs affecting private and voluntary nursing homes; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [43463/22]

*1883. To ask the Minister for Health the current vacancies in the Ballymun health-care centre; 
if plans are in place to recruit additional staff (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [43473/22]

*1884. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the Finglas primary health-care centre; the 
timeframe for completion of the centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas 
Pringle. [43474/22]

*1885. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on the roll-out of the Covid-19 
pandemic recognition payment to non-HSE and non-Section 38 organisation employees; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [43477/22]

*1886. To ask the Minister for Health if a service will provide additional hours of care for person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pat Buckley. [43483/22]

*1887. To ask the Minister for Health the number of patients that presented to the north east 
doctor on call services each month in each of the years 2011 to 2021 and to date in 2022, inclusive 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [43487/22]
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*1888. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the core proposals of an organisation 
(details supplied) are included in Budget 2023 with an investment of €4 million to provide for 
national assessment teams and rehabilitation pathways for those under aged 65 years with an 
acquired brain injury to move out of nursing homes back into their communities; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Peadar Tóibín. [43494/22]

*1889. To ask the Minister for Health when private nursing home staff will receive the €1,000 
pandemic bonus payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denise Mitchell. 
[43495/22]

*1890. To ask the Minister for Health when paramedics employed by Dublin Fire Brigade will 
receive the €1,000 pandemic bonus payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Denise Mitchell. [43496/22]

*1891. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to calls for patients suffering 
various forms of cancer to have access to a drug (details supplied); if this is under review; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [43503/22]

*1892. To ask the Minister for Health the number of full-time senior dental surgeons for special 
needs working in CHO areas 3 and 5 in each of the years 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular 
form; and if this number will be further increased. — Martin Browne. [43504/22]

*1893. To ask the Minister for Health the way in which the €20 million additional funding for 
the implementation of the National Cancer Strategy will be spent in 2022. — Martin Browne. 
[43505/22]

*1894. To ask the Minister for Health the number of full-time consultant urologists attached to 
Nenagh Hospital in 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form. — Martin Browne. [43506/22]

*1895. To ask the Minister for Health if he will extend the pandemic special recognition payment 
to general practice nurses in view of their work looking after patients and running Covid vaccine 
clinics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [43824/22]

*1896. To ask the Minister for Health the details on the total amounts of monies awarded to Louth 
County Council by his Department in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular 
form; if he will seek details on the total monies drawn down and spent by Louth County Council 
over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total monies that were returned to his 
Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43522/22]

*1897. To ask the Minister for Health his views on the elder care sector, and in particular, if he 
will address the challenges of inflation for operators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Pa Daly. [43535/22]

*1898. To ask the Minister for Health if he will confirm that the HSE will provide financial 
support to a centre (details supplied) that operates a significant service beyond preschool service, 
including low vision intervention, specialised therapeutic interventions at afternoons and weekends 
on site and in the home and a parent support network and training service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43543/22]



4148

*1899. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the fact that cleaning staff, 
who worked in Tallaght Hospital through all of the pandemic have been informed that they are not 
entitled to the pandemic bonus payment as they are contractors, given that they took the same risks 
as HSE staff; if he will ensure that they receive the recognition payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [43545/22]

*1900. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children awaiting an appointment with a 
children’s disability network team in County Tipperary; the number of children on assessment of 
needs waiting lists, broken down by discipline; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Martin Browne. [43568/22]

*1901. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children awaiting a preliminary team 
assessment and a subsequent multi-disciplinary assessment, by age and by children’s disability 
network team; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Martin Browne. [43569/22]

*1902. To ask the Minister for Health when the personalised budget pilot will be reopened for 
expressions of interest; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Peter Burke. [43585/22]

*1903. To ask the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in genetic testing for confirmation 
of TTR genotype (wild-type or hereditary) for transthyretin amyloidosis patients; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig Mac Lochlainn. [43588/22]

*1904. To ask the Minister for Health if funding will be made available to speed up the process 
of genetic testing for confirmation of TTR genotype (wild-type or hereditary) for transthyretin 
amyloidosis patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pádraig Mac Lochlainn. 
[43589/22]

*1905. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 840 of 5 July 2022, 
when the evaluation of the obesity policy and action plan undertaken by University College Cork 
will be published; when his Department will respond to the evaluation; when the review of the OPAP 
will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [43596/22]

*1906. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 841 of 5 July 2022, if 
he will provide an update on the evaluation of the sugar sweetened drinks tax in Ireland; the current 
stage of the evaluation; when it will be finished and published; the names of the researchers with 
whom the Department is working; the resources required for the evaluation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Louise O’Reilly. [43597/22]

*1907. To ask the Minister for Health if web doctors will be excluded from prescribing 
contraception in the delivery of the proposed new scheme to make contraception freely available to 
women aged 17-25 years. — Paul Donnelly. [43602/22]

*1908. To ask the Minister for Health when the pandemic bonus payment will be issued to a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[43604/22]

*1909. To ask the Minister for Health if he will confirm that a site has now been identified for the 
building of a new elective hospital for Cork; the location of the site; the estimated timeline for the 
design, applying for planning and building of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Colm Burke. [43606/22]
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*1910. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to appoint a chief psychiatrist within his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [43607/22]

*1911. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that the HSE reinstates the post of director 
of mental health; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [43608/22]

*1912. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that vacant consultant psychiatrist posts 
are filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [43609/22]

*1913. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that there was a delay in processing an application 
under the nursing home support scheme for a person (details supplied) who is in a nursing home 
since early May 2022, who was medically assessed in June 2022 but to date is not receiving any 
financial support under the scheme; if he will confirm that the support will be backdated to the date 
that they were assessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43613/22]

*1914. To ask the Minister for Health the details of the funding allocated by his Department to 
providers of adult respite services in counties Laois and Offaly from 1 January 2020 to date; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43614/22]

*1915. To ask the Minister for Health if he will confirm that a HPV vaccine will be made available 
free of charge to a person (details supplied) who was unable to avail of the vaccine when they were 
in secondary school due to health reasons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm 
Burke. [43618/22]

*1916. To ask the Minister for Health if he will confirm when the HPV vaccine will be made 
available free of charge to all women under 25 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Colm Burke. [43619/22]

*1917. To ask the Minister for Health the way in which, in general, non-patient-facing HSE 
managers including managers with involvement in the roll-out of the Covid vaccine to patients 
and frontline staff in their local CHO, were notified of the dates on which they could avail of a first 
dose vaccine in 2021; if they were notified in writing or by phone as a rule; the exceptions that 
there would be for these communications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa 
Hourigan. [43625/22]

*1918. To ask the Minister for Health the reasons that no paper records exist relating to the 
dates on which non-patient-facing HSE mental health managers in CHO4, including managers with 
involvement in the roll-out of the Covid vaccine to patients and frontline staff, were themselves 
offered first dose vaccines in 2021, despite the existence of records relating to the dates that vaccines 
were offered to patients and frontline staff in the same CHO; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [43626/22]

*1919. To ask the Minister for Health when an appointment will issue for a person (details 
supplied). — Pa Daly. [43630/22]

*1920. To ask the Minister for Health if a transfer of orthodontic treatment can be facilitated in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [43647/22]

*1921. To ask the Minister for Health if funding has been made available for those families 
affected by defective blocks and who need mental healthcare; if so, if he will provide the details of 
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the amount of funding that has been provided; to whom this funding has been given; the services that 
are being provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [43648/22]

*1922. To ask the Minister for Health the status of an application for dental treatment by a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [43651/22]

*1923. To ask the Minister for Health the terms in relation to the compensation for the children 
who were affected by the CAMHS scandal in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [43667/22]

*1924. To ask the Minister for Health when the pandemic bonus payment will issue to employees 
of an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. 
[43688/22]

*1925. To ask the Minister for Health the number of general practitioners working in total in each 
county in Ireland for each of the past five years. — Peadar Tóibín. [43715/22]

*1926. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address the concerns raised by staff in a facility 
(details supplied) who are yet to receive the pandemic bonus payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43718/22]

*1927. To ask the Minister for Health if he will intervene in the difficulties faced by a person 
(details supplied) in seeking funding under the Cross-Border Directive. — Cathal Crowe. [43719/22]

*1928. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that a person (details supplied) remains waiting 
for an orthopaedic appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[43720/22]

*1929. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide instructions on the way in which general 
practitioners contracted to the HSE Covid assessment hub in Tallaght and Kildare treating patients 
with Covid-19 may access the pandemic bonus payment. — Catherine Murphy. [43725/22]

*1930. To ask the Minister for Health if any changes have arisen in the amount of time allocated 
for care as part of the home care package in the case of the wife of a person (details supplied) whose 
hours appear to have been shortened; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [43735/22]

*1931. To ask the Minister for Health if he will confirm receipt of the pre-Budget 2023 submission 
of an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus 
O’Dowd. [43747/22]

*1932. To ask the Minister for Health if he has considered the concerns raised in a review (details 
supplied) regarding the treatment of children presenting with gender dysphoria at a clinic; if there 
are plans to open a gender identity development service for children and young persons in Ireland; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [43761/22]

*1933. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the CORU registration process for 
psychotherapists under the Health and Social Care Act 2005: the cost involved in the regulation of 
CORU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [43762/22]
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*1934. To ask the Minister for Health the amount that she is seeking to allocate for mental health 
nurses in youth homeless programmes in the upcoming Budget. — Sean Sherlock. [43772/22]

*1935. To ask the Minister for Health the amount of CAMHS patients awaiting intervention by 
CHO and LHO. — Sean Sherlock. [43773/22]

*1936. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he is taking into reviewing a recent report 
from a public body (details supplied) that found that residents in seven centres for disabled persons 
were not adequately protected from the risk of infection. — Holly Cairns. [43798/22]

*1937. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that a medication (details supplied) used for 
polycystic ovary syndrome was removed from the drug payment scheme; the steps that he is taking 
to ensure that it is covered by the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly 
Cairns. [43799/22]

*1938. To ask the Minister for Health his views on making a medication (details supplied) for 
hyperemesis gravidarum to be reimbursed on the drugs payment scheme and medical card. — 
Holly Cairns. [43800/22]

*1939. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he is taking in response to issues raised 
concerning access to prosthetics by an organisation (details supplied), including the cost that 
individuals have to pay. — Holly Cairns. [43801/22]

*1940. To ask the Minister for Health his views on making a medication (details supplied) for 
morning sickness related to pregnancy eligible under the drugs payment scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [43802/22]

*1941. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he is taking to recruit recent speech and 
language therapist graduates for roles in children’s disability network teams; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [43803/22]

*1942. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he is taking to encourage speech and language 
therapists who are Irish nationals working in other jurisdictions to take up roles in children’s 
disability network teams. — Holly Cairns. [43804/22]

*1943. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he is taking to add spinal muscular atrophy to 
the newborn heel prick test. — Holly Cairns. [43805/22]

*1944. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address the matter of when the disability capacity 
review will be published and included in the budgetary plan for 2023 to ensure that another year 
does not pass with families and individuals left without any indication of when or how the urgent 
needs that they are experiencing will be met; if he will make a statement on the matter. — Danny 
Healy-Rae. [43809/22]

*1945. To ask the Minister for Health the measures that he is taking to address the difficulties that 
private patients are facing in accessing general practitioner services and registering with a general 
practitioner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43829/22]

*1946. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the disposal of land by the Department of 
Education to his Department to provide a primary health care centre in Collinstown, Dublin 22; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [43830/22]
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*1947. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that a person (details supplied) cannot get a 
response from the HSE pensions section in relation to whether they are due a pension increase; and 
if this information will be provided. — Louise O’Reilly. [43832/22]

*1948. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the delay in the payment 
of the pandemic bonus to a cohort of student nurses (details supplied) and if he will arrange for 
immediate payment. — Michael Creed. [43841/22]

*1949. To ask the Minister for Health if he will report on on-site clinical accommodation for 
perinatal mental health services in the maternity hospitals in Cork, Limerick and Galway; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [43844/22]

*1950. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the current plans by HSE estates to provide 
accommodation provision for a perinatal inpatient service at St. Vincent’s University Hospital 
campus in CHO6; if this site will be included on the national list of priorities for HSE estates; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [43845/22]

*1951. To ask the Minister for Health the plans that the HSE has to increase the level of psychiatry 
supports as recommended by the Women’s Health Task Force to the 13 perinatal mental health spoke 
units across the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [43846/22]

*1952. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the provision of seven new addiction midwife 
posts; when the posts will be filled; if the remit of these posts will be included with alcohol misuse 
and or substance misuse issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. 
[43847/22]

*1953. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the funding for adults with ADHD in line with 
the model of care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mark Ward. [43848/22]

*1954. To ask the Minister for Health if the mother and baby inpatient perinatal mental health unit 
will be in place in Q4 of 2024 as outlined in Sharing the Vision; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Mark Ward. [43849/22]

*1955. To ask the Minister for Health the plans that he has for medical cards to issue automatically 
to a child in cases in which the domiciliary care allowance is granted without the need for parents to 
make an application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [43850/22]

*1956. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the significant reduction 
of dentists in County Wicklow that accept medical card patients; the options that are available to 
medical card holders who cannot access dental care in their home county; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [43852/22]

*1957. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that some pieces of medical equipment are 
funded in some CHO areas but not in others; and if action will be taken to ensure equality across 
all CHO areas in this regard. — Eoin Ó Broin. [43854/22]

*1958. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that an application for funding for a piece of 
medical equipment on behalf of a person (details supplied) was refused; and if the decision will be 
reconsidered given the lack of services available to the person from the HSE in their area. — Eoin 
Ó Broin. [43855/22]
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*1959. To ask the Minister for Health the position regarding a HSE competition (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Ring. [43859/22]

*1960. To ask the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in the processing of applications for 
jobs with the National Ambulance Service; the reason that many persons who are fully qualified are 
not being offered employment even though there is a shortage of staff in the service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43862/22]

*1961. To ask the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) will receive an appointment; 
the current position of the child on the waiting list; the average wait time for an appointment; the 
supports that are being offered to the family while they wait for an appointment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Denis Naughten. [43866/22]

*1962. To ask the Minister for Health the action that is being taken to expedite the processing 
of applications for medical card holders who require care under the HSE community ophthalmic 
services scheme for persons who require eye examination and optical appliances, in view of the 
fact that the processing of these applications is taking anything up to four months and persons are 
being denied access to ophthalmic services; if a detailed examination will be carried out in respect 
of each of the HSE areas to remove the obstacles that are causing the delay in the process; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43868/22]

*1963. To ask the Minister for Health the action that is being taken to expedite the processing 
of applications for medical card holders in the Crumlin area who require care under the HSE 
community ophthalmic services scheme for persons who require eye examination and optical 
appliances, in view of the fact that the processing of these applications is taking anything up to four 
months and persons are being denied access to ophthalmic services; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43869/22]

*1964. To ask the Minister for Health if he has held any discussions with the RCSI Hospital 
Group with a view to examining the potential to expand the operational opening times of the minor 
injuries unit at Monaghan Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. 
[43871/22]

*1965. To ask the Minister for Health if he proposes to review the current operation of minor 
injuries units across the State with a view to expanding the services in order to ease pressure on 
general practitioner services and emergency departments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Matt Carthy. [43872/22]

*1966. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 827 of 5 April, 492 
of 4 May 2022 and 1644 of 26 July 2022, the dates on which declarations of potential conflicts 
of interest were made by HSE managers to HSE chief officers in each CHO from January 2017 
to date relating to particular transactions by the organisation involving the procurement or rent 
of property, goods or services, separate to annual statements of interest, which do not relate to 
particular transactions, the contract details in each case, that is, the property, goods and services 
that pertained to the potential conflict of interest declared per year in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [43873/22]

*1967. To ask the Minister for Health if the HSE has arranged a valuation of a centre (details 
supplied) at any stage over the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Neasa Hourigan. [43874/22]
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*1968. To ask the Minister for Health if HSE management discussed proposals to close a centre 
(details supplied) at any stage in the five years prior to June 2021 when its closure was announced; 
if so, if he will provide details of those discussions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Neasa Hourigan. [43875/22]

*1969. To ask the Minister for Health if he will make mental health a national priority in the 
upcoming Budget; and if he will ensure that the recommendations made by an organisation 
(details supplied) which represents 81 organisations in the voluntary and community sector are 
implemented. — Paul Murphy. [43877/22]

*1970. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a review 
(details supplied) demonstrates the low amount of dedicated funding that is allocated to much-needed 
specific alcohol interventions, programmes or services, and indicates that there is a significant gap 
between treatment demand and actual provision; if he will ensure that his Department analyses the 
findings presented in the review; and the actions that will be taken by his Department to close the 
gap between the demand for and the provision of treatment for alcohol issues. — Paul Murphy. 
[43881/22]

*1971. To ask the Minister for Health the original budget for the construction and operation of a 
facility (details supplied) that was due to open in December 2021; the final cost of the construction 
and operation of the facility; when it will open; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Mark Ward. [43888/22]

*1972. To ask the Minister for Health when staff of a frontline health organisation (details 
supplied) will be in receipt of the pandemic bonus payment. — Cathal Crowe. [43890/22]

*1973. To ask the Minister for Health the current position and plan of action in relation to the use 
of vaginal mesh products in the HSE specifically the engagement he or his Department has had 
with campaigners suffering severe side effects from its use; the supports that he presently has or 
intends to have in place for women in this situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Bríd Smith. [43892/22]

*1974. To ask the Minister for Health if he will clarify in relation to the use of vaginal mesh 
products and techniques, the number of women who have sought access to these since the present 
ban was introduced specifically the numbers awaiting procedures for SUIs and POP and soon 
using TVT and other mesh techniques; when those women who wish to have these procedures and 
have a medical recommendation for them can expect to have access to them; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [43893/22]

*1975. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide his response to a campaign from an 
organisation (details supplied) to end parking fees at acute hospitals for the families of children 
undergoing in-hospital treatments. — Holly Cairns. [43906/22]

*1976. To ask the Minister for Health his engagement with the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment concerning reform of the recruitment process of non-EU/EEA nationals and the fast 
tracking of the processing of critical skills employment permits relating to healthcare professionals 
for the nursing home sector. — Holly Cairns. [43907/22]

*1977. To ask the Minister for Health the number of beds in Bantry Hospital assigned for mental 
health patients currently; his plans to either increase or decrease this allocation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [43908/22]
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*1978. To ask the Minister for Health the steps he is taking in response to the threat of monkeypox; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [43909/22]

*1979. To ask the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to make the monkeypox vaccine freely 
available and widely accessible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. 
[43910/22]

*1980. To ask the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to communicate public health advice 
and information on vaccines concerning monkeypox to the groups in society most at risk; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [43911/22]

*1981. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the scheme to make contraception freely 
available to women aged 17-25 years can be accessed through telemedicine online consultation 
pathways; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [43912/22]

*1982. To ask the Minister for Health if he will immediately publish the Disability Capacity 
Review Action Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Holly Cairns. [43913/22]

*1983. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown of the number of in-patients 
in each acute hospital at present that has been admitted for more than one year in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Kelly. [43934/22]

*1984. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a breakdown of the number of in-patients 
in each acute hospital over the past ten years that have been admitted for more than one year in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Kelly. [43935/22]

*1985. To ask the Minister for Health when outstanding pandemic bonus payments will be made 
to those in the healthcare sector, including those providing home care; the reason that this has taken 
so long; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Claire Kerrane. [43943/22]

*1986. To ask the Minister for Health when he expects the vacant position for a urology consultant 
at Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital Crumlin to be filled; if he appreciates the time-sensitive nature of 
filling such a post; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Crowe. [43958/22]

*1987. To ask the Minister for Health the level of service provision that is in place for psychological 
intervention dealing with trauma for Ukrainian citizens living in County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Joe McHugh. [43964/22]

*1988. To ask the Minister for Health the current publicly-funded staffing levels at a day centre 
(details supplied); the corresponding levels as of January 2021, June 2021, January 2022 and 
May 2022; the numbers within the staff cohort that are qualified as nurses; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [43971/22]

*1989. To ask the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) in County Donegal will 
receive a date for surgery in Temple Street Hospital; if they are on the urgent or routine list; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Pearse Doherty. [43981/22]

*1990. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide a detailed explanation of the way in 
which funds were used in relation to the audit carried out on the nursing homes spending of support 
payments during the pandemic (details supplied). — Paul Murphy. [43982/22]
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*1991. To ask the Minister for Health if he will implement a care partner system under his 
powers in the Health (Amendment) Act 2021, similar to that in Northern Ireland. — Paul Murphy. 
[43983/22]

*1992. To ask the Minister for Health the number of HSE teams that provided on-the-ground 
support to nursing homes and the number of nursing homes that were provided with this support 
throughout the pandemic. — Paul Murphy. [43985/22]

*1993. To ask the Minister for Health if the HSE was turned away from any nursing homes which 
it attempted to provide support to due to the HSE believing that the nursing home was in crisis. — 
Paul Murphy. [43986/22]

*1994. To ask the Minister for Health when the HSE will release the report into a nursing home 
(details supplied); and if the full report will be made public. — Paul Murphy. [43987/22]

*1995. To ask the Minister for Health if the HSE has divested a building to the local authority 
(details supplied). — Sean Sherlock. [44000/22]

*1996. To ask the Minister for Health the current situation with respect to the processing of the 
pandemic bonus payment for eligible staff of non-HSE and non-section 38 organisations; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — David Stanton. [44007/22]

*1997. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that persons should take in cases in which they 
cannot get a general practitioner service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [44013/22]

*1998. To ask the Minister for Health the number of frontline line workers in each county who 
have received the pandemic payment; and the number of workers still to receive the payment in 
tabular form. — Richard O’Donoghue. [44026/22]

*1999. To ask the Minister for Health when those frontline staff who have to date not received a 
pandemic payment will receive such payment; the number of eligible staff still awaiting payment 
under this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Howlin. [44031/22]

*2000. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) will be seen for cataract 
surgery. — Sean Sherlock. [44042/22]

*2001. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the health technology assessment of evusheld; 
the estimated timeframe for the full technology assessment to be completed; if the HTA dossier 
required by the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics has been submitted by the relevant 
company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44060/22]

*2002. To ask the Minister for Health if immunocompromised patients can access evusheld 
in another European Union country under the treatment abroad scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44061/22]

*2003. To ask the Minister for Health the reason that a HSE representative attended the official 
opening of a hospital clinic in Benidorm, Spain, in July 2022; the cost of this visit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44062/22]
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*2004. To ask the Minister for Health the total number of monkeypox vaccine doses that have been 
ordered to date; the number that have been delivered; the schedule for delivery of the remaining; 
the number that have been used to treat monkeypox patients; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44063/22]

*2005. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons that he expects to vaccinate against 
monkeypox by the end of 2022, given that the vaccine can now be administered intradermally; if 
the eligibility criteria for vaccination will be updated in view of this change; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44064/22]

*2006. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on the establishment of an 
Irish gender identity health service for children and young persons; the number of posts that will 
allocated to this service by role; the status of the recruitment campaign; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44065/22]

*2007. To ask the Minister for Health if any HSE sexual health clinics have had to close or 
temporarily suspend their services since January 2022; if so, if he will list the clinics; the reason for 
the closure or temporary suspension of services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Róisín Shortall. [44066/22]

*2008. To ask the Minister for Health the number of staff in each HSE sexual health clinic, by 
speciality and year since 2015, in tabular form; and the number of vacant posts in each clinic. — 
Róisín Shortall. [44067/22]

*2009. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he is taking to address the lack of availability 
of pre-exposure prophylaxis appointments in public PrEP services; the reasons for these capacity 
issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44068/22]

*2010. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the Medical Council’s 
medical workforce intelligence report; his views on same; if he intends to establish a taskforce to 
explore and plan the doctor workforce strategy; the steps that he is taking to address workforce 
issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44069/22]

*2011. To ask the Minister for Health if he will meet with long-Covid patient groups and an 
individual (details supplied) regarding the long-Covid clinic in the Mater Hospital, Dublin; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44070/22]

*2012. To ask the Minister for Health when he expects to finalise the funding available for long-
Covid clinics in 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44071/22]

*2013. To ask the Minister for Health if he intends to provide funding for the long-Covid clinic in 
the Mater Hospital, Dublin, to continue its work, following receipt of a business case in July 2022; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44072/22]

*2014. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on project six of the Sláintecare 
Action Plan 2022, implementing the e-Health programme; the status of quarterly deliverables; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44073/22]

*2015. To ask the Minister for Health his plans for roll-out of an electronic health record system 
across all public health services; the progress of same to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44074/22]
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*2016. To ask the Minister for Health the status of plans to establish a vaccine damage 
compensation scheme; the timeline that he is working towards; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44075/22]

*2017. To ask the Minister for Health if tele-health providers are excluded from the free 
contraception scheme for women aged 17 to 25 years; if so, the reasons for this decision; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44076/22]

*2018. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 198 of 12 July 2022, 
the timeline that he is working towards for allocating dedicated funding for the inpatient mental 
health support mother-and-baby unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín 
Shortall. [44077/22]

*2019. To ask the Minister for Health if he will meet with an organisation (details supplied), 
following its correspondence. — Róisín Shortall. [44078/22]

*2020. To ask the Minister for Health the engagements that he has had with a disability service 
provider (details supplied) since an investigation into its fundraising was launched by the Charities 
Regulator; the amount of HSE funding that this provider has received in each of the years 2015 to 
2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín 
Shortall. [44079/22]

*2021. To ask the Minister for Health the number of vacant posts in public health nursing, by CHO 
and LHO, in tabular form; the number of student public health nurses expected to be appointed to 
each area in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44080/22]

*2022. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that he is taking to recruit additional staff into the 
National Ambulance Service; the number of graduates from Irish paramedic science degree courses 
that have been recruited into the NAS in each of the years 2015 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44081/22]

*2023. To ask the Minister for Health if he will respond to matters raised in correspondence 
(details supplied); if a general practitioner can refuse to make a referral for psychiatric treatment if 
an assessment was conducted by a private specialist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Róisín Shortall. [44082/22]

*2024. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on pay increases for section 39 
organisations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44106/22]

*2025. To ask the Minister for Health the projected amount of agency staff that will be required 
by the HSE in 2023; the projected cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Duncan Smith. [44107/22]

*2026. To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on his plans to address the 
current funding imbalance for University Hospital Limerick compared to other Model 4 national 
hospitals to bring it to the national average as of September 2022; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44108/22]

*2027. To ask the Minister for Health the current number of ICU beds in place; the number 
that are currently funded as of September 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Duncan Smith. [44109/22]
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*2028. To ask the Minister for Health the status of payments to student nurses as of September 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44110/22]

*2029. To ask the Minister for Health the number of public health nurses that have received the 
pandemic bonus payment as of September 2022, by CHO; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Duncan Smith. [44111/22]

*2030. To ask the Minister for Health the number of public health nurses that are yet to receive 
the pandemic bonus payment as of September 2022, by CHO; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44112/22]

*2031. To ask the Minister for Health the number of public health nurses that worked on the 
Covid-19 pandemic response but have since retired that have received the pandemic special 
recognition payment as of September 2022, by CHO; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Duncan Smith. [44113/22]

*2032. To ask the Minister for Health the number of Dublin Fire Brigade workers who worked 
on the Covid-19 pandemic response as swabbers and vaccinators that have received the pandemic 
special recognition payment as of September 2022; if he will confirm that they are due to receive 
the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44114/22]

*2033. To ask the Minister for Health if he will detail all organisations, public, voluntary and 
private that are due to have workers recognised with the pandemic special recognition payment but 
have not yet received the payment as of September 2022; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Duncan Smith. [44115/22]

*2034. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated cost of progressing free general practitioner 
care to all persons under 18 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan 
Smith. [44116/22]

*2035. To ask the Minister for Health if he and his Department have plans to introduce a new 
social protection payment to assist parents with the non-medical financial costs of hospital care; if 
so, the estimated cost of such a scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan 
Smith. [44117/22]

*2036. To ask the Minister for Health if he and his Department have plans to develop a scheme to 
subside the travel, accommodation, food and childcare costs for families with children in hospital; 
if so, the estimated cost of such a scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan 
Smith. [44120/22]

*2037. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated cost of the abolition of hospital car parking 
charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44121/22]

*2038. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated cost of the full implementation of the 
Disability Capacity Review 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. 
[44122/22]

*2039. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated cost of the provision of free contraceptives as 
a public health issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44123/22]
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*2040. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated cost of the provision of free sanitary products 
such as tampons and pads; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. 
[44124/22]

*2041. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated cost of the provision of HRT patches; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Duncan Smith. [44125/22]

*2042. To ask the Minister for Health if additional supports will be provided without further delay 
to meet additional costs being incurred by nursing homes, particularly by small-scale providers; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [44151/22]

*2043. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ensure that there is equal treatment of private 
nursing homes in relation to subvention payments regardless of their location; if the sizeable 
divergence in payments at present will be removed without delay; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [44152/22]

*2044. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ensure that adequate funding is provided to ensure 
that a health service continues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. 
[44153/22]

*2045. To ask the Minister for Health when free contraception will be commenced under the 
Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) (No. 2) Act 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Patricia Ryan. [44165/22]

*2046. To ask the Minister for Health the action that he has taken on foot of the 2021 Ombudsman’s 
Report entitled Wasted Lives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[44167/22]

*2047. To ask the Minister for Health the progress to date in the provision of additional capacity at 
a health care facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [44180/22]

*2048. To ask the Minister for Health when the €1,000 pandemic bonus payment will be made 
to healthcare staff, other than those employed directly by the HSE; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [44181/22]

*2049. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to increase medical card limits for persons over 
the age of 70 years or to make it easier for such persons to qualify for medical appliances needed 
in older age. — Richard Bruton. [44210/22]

*2050. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 1941 of 26 July 
2022, the amount of the €557 million budget sanctioned for the covid vaccination programme 
in 2022 that has been spent to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [44212/22]

*2051. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 1943 of 26 July 
2022, the status of the development of the new out-patients department in Merlin Park Hospital; if 
a building contractor has been appointed to date; if construction has started to date; the expected 
timeline for the new out-patients department to be operational; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44213/22]
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*2052. To ask the Minister for Health the information available from the HSE regarding uterine 
fibroids; his plans to ensure that accurate, up-to-date information on fibroids and fibroid treatments 
in Ireland is accessible to all women, and in particular those in marginalised communities; if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the HSE website does not list fibroids in its A-Z list 
of conditions, despite the high prevalence of the condition among women, and its potentially 
debilitating side effects; the reason for this omission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Catherine Connolly. [44214/22]

*2053. To ask the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to a matter (details supplied); 
the engagement that he or his Department has had with the affected patients and their families; the 
engagement that he has had with the Dental Council in relation to resolving this issue; his plans to 
provide an alternative care plan to the affected patients as a matter of urgency; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44215/22]

*2054. To ask the Minister for Health the progress to date of negotiations on a special scheme 
of paid leave for public health service employees with long-Covid; the expected timeline for 
the commencement of this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [44216/22]

*2055. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 942 of 12 July 2022, 
if he will provide an update on the delivery of a primary care centre on Inisbofin; the details of 
any engagement that his Department or the HSE has had since June 2022 with the Department of 
Media, Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht and Sport as well as Galway City Council with a view 
to progressing the purchase of the site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [44217/22]

*2056. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 941 of 12 July 2022, 
the status of the proposed primary care centre for Galway West; if a planning permission application 
has been lodged to date, as per the expected timeline of Q3 2022; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44218/22]

*2057. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 1942 of 26 July 
2022, if the two new replacement orthopaedic operating theatres in Merlin Park Hospital are fully 
operational to date; the number of theatre sessions currently provided per week through the two 
new theatres; if he will provide an update on the recruitment of staff for the theatre sessions; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44219/22]

*2058. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 943 of 12 July 2022, 
the number of respite beds currently operational within Merlin Park Community Nursing Unit; if 
he will provide an update on the recruitment of staff to the unit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44220/22]

*2059. To ask the Minister for Health the processes and procedures that are in place to facilitate 
the collection of data on the number of patients accessing treatment abroad under the cross-border 
directive; the number of persons who used the cross-border directive to avail of health services in 
each of the years 2017 to 2021 and to date in 2022; the countries in which they received treatment; 
the medical procedures availed of; the cost per year in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44221/22]
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*2060. To ask the Minister for Health if he will respond to correspondence on behalf of a child 
(details supplied); if he will make immediate arrangements for a care plan to be put in place; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [44225/22]

*2061. To ask the Minister for Health the steps that are being taken by public hospitals to reduce 
their greenhouse gas emissions and to increase their energy efficiency; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [44230/22]

*2062. To ask the Minister for Health when he will publish the completed Action Plan for the 
Disability Capacity Review; and if he will include its measures in his Department’s budgetary plan 
for 2023. — Mary Lou McDonald. [44239/22]

*2063. To ask the Minister for Health when the parents of a child (details supplied) can expect to 
receive services from the early intervention team in Buncrana; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Pádraig Mac Lochlainn. [44243/22]

*2064. To ask the Minister for Health if the new HSE tender for homecare, which will replace the 
current home support tender when it expires at the end of 2022, will include additional payments 
to allow homecare staff employed by the voluntary and private sector to be paid travel and mileage 
costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [44246/22]

*2065. To ask the Minister for Health if he will adopt the National Coalition for Mental Health’s 
nine calls (details supplied) for Budget 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Cian 
O’Callaghan. [44272/22]

*2066. To ask the Minister for Health when he will sanction the payment of financial supports to 
student nurses and midwives as recommended by the McHugh Review; if he will ensure that there 
is no further delay given the fact that the new academic year has already started. — Róisín Shortall. 
[44273/22]

*2067. To ask the Minister for Health the current number of delayed discharge per hospital in 
tabular form; the actions being taken to reduce this number; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44274/22]

*2068. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting approval for homecare; and 
the number who have been approved but are waiting for homecare staff by CHO in tabular form. 
— Róisín Shortall. [44275/22]

*2069. To ask the Minister for Health the information available to his Department on the extent 
of the problem of codeine addiction; if consideration has been given to ending the availability of 
the two biggest codeine products (details supplied) without prescription; the policy in respect of the 
provision of suboxone or methadone as a treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Róisín Shortall. [44276/22]

*2070. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children awaiting scoliosis operations by 
time on list and by hospital; and the steps that he is taking to address this. — Róisín Shortall. 
[44279/22]

*2071. To ask the Minister for Health the number of eligible employees for the Covid-19 
recognition payment who have received this payment, including those working in section 38 
organisations and non-HSE and non-section 38 organisations. — Róisín Shortall. [44280/22]
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*2072. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons working in non-HSE and non-
section 38 organisation who are eligible for the Covid-19 recognition payment. — Róisín Shortall. 
[44281/22]

*2073. To ask the Minister for Health when a direction will be issued to local authorities 
authorising the payment of the Covid-19 recognition payment to fire brigade personnel; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [44282/22]

*2074. To ask the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken to fill a position for 
a physiotherapist in Buncrana, County Donegal early intervention team; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pádraig Mac Lochlainn. [44287/22]

*2075. To ask the Minister for Health the measures that have been taken to fill a position for an 
occupational therapist in Buncrana, County Donegal early intervention team; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Pádraig Mac Lochlainn. [44288/22]

*2076. To ask the Minister for Health the position regarding the payment of the pandemic bonus 
payment to nursing home staff (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
James O’Connor. [44289/22]

*2077. To ask the Minister for Health the date that he is working towards for the introduction of 
publicly-funded IVF and associated treatments. — Holly Cairns. [44311/22]

*2078. To ask the Minister for Health if he will ensure at all student social workers on placements 
receive proper remuneration reflecting the work that they are undertaking during mandatory 
placement. — Holly Cairns. [44312/22]

*2079. To ask the Minister for Health the average annual cost of remuneration of student nurses 
on mandatory placement. — Holly Cairns. [44313/22]

*2080. To ask the Minister for Health the status of an application by a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [44321/22]

*2081. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to review the State’s contribution to nursing 
homes under the nursing home support scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Patricia Ryan. [44329/22]

*2082. To ask the Minister for Health the number of whole-time equivalent staff by job title 
vacancies that are currently in the accident and emergency department of Galway University 
Hospital; and when each of these vacancies will be filled in tabular form. — Claire Kerrane. 
[44339/22]

*2083. To ask the Minister for Health the estimated full-year cost of recruiting two additional full-
time surveillance scientists and two additional full-time epidemiologist posts for the HSE national 
anti-microbial resistance team. — Claire Kerrane. [44340/22]

Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

*2084. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views on banning or restriction 
the use of glyphosate. — Holly Cairns. [43794/22]
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*2085. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the action that he will take 
following the discovery in August 2022 of the remains of several greyhounds in a bog close to 
a stadium (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[44330/22]

*2086. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to information given by 
his Department on 13 April 2022 at a Joint Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture meeting, if all 
licence applications predating 2021 have been processed by the Forestry Service of his Department 
by the end of the second quarter of 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie 
Cahill. [41933/22]

*2087. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of Department 
inspections that have been carried out on farms during Covid-19 level 5 lockdowns; the number 
of these inspections which resulted in penalties; the level of penalties incurred following these 
inspections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [41971/22]

*2088. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his Department will assist a 
company (details supplied) in obtaining a larger premises; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [41997/22]

*2089. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the small-scale tree planting 
proposal as outlined by him in the Forestry Licencing Plan 2022 is regarded as afforestation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. [42038/22]

*2090. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of applicants to and 
members of the results–based environment agri pilot programme that have applied for afforestation 
approval under his Department’s afforestation grant and premium scheme for the month of June 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. [42039/22]

*2091. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will outline the methodology 
and exact workings behind the environmental grant as detailed in Circular 13/2022 in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Verona Murphy. [42040/22]

*2092. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views on whether stricter laws 
should be put in place to bring about the closure of large-scale puppy farms (details supplied); and 
his views on whether dogs from commercial puppy farms should not be allowed to be advertised 
using images that imply that they were bred in a home environment. — Paul Murphy. [42045/22]

*2093. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the assessment process involved 
in determining the amount of ex-gratia funding that is allocated for individual animal welfare 
organisations annually; the reason that an organisation (details supplied) did not receive any 
increase in ex-gratia funding between 2020 and 2021. — Martin Browne. [42119/22]

*2094. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if grants will be distributed 
earlier in the year to assist animal welfare organisations in meeting the substantial bills many are 
faced with throughout each year; if he will consider addressing funding increase deficits among 
smaller organisations and those organisations in rural localities; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Martin Browne. [42120/22]

*2095. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the estimated cost of completing 
an audit of each farm in the State that would identify the current carbon sequestration, storage and 
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emissions on a farm-by-farm basis; the methodology that would be utilised to carry out this work; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [42123/22]

*2096. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine Further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 890 of 5 July 2022, if he will give consideration to the use of the product equimune 
or similar treatments under the strict control and oversight of his Department and on a trial basis to 
treat the horses on the farm of a person (details supplied) in order to determine whether the disease 
can be eliminated; if he will consult with the other parties involved in the previous investigations 
to determine if the suggestion has merit; if he will engage with the person to explore this and other 
options; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John McGuinness. [42153/22]

*2097. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will reconsider the terms 
and conditions of the Brexit Adjustment Reserve fund for the fish processing industry to bring it 
in line with the recommendations of the Seafood Taskforce; if he will address the concerns that 
the funding will result in cannibalisation of market share and potential loss of jobs in areas such 
as Howth rather than as a fairly distributed scheme to protect the industry in general from Brexit 
which will affect the whole fish processing industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. [42169/22]

*2098. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the Farmers’ Charter of 
Rights was last reviewed; if he intends to conduct a further review; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [42202/22]

*2099. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his proposals to provide a 
successor scheme to the traditional farm buildings scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Matt Carthy. [42203/22]

*2100. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the allocation to a trust (details 
supplied) in each of the years 2016 to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; the works supported 
through these allocations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [42204/22]

*2101. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he or Horse Racing Ireland 
have a representative on the board of a trust (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Matt Carthy. [42205/22]

*2102. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the position the Government 
took in relation to the Cypriot government’s proposal at the Agrifish meeting from 24 May 2022 
for the establishment of an European Union positive list for keeping companion animals; and the 
reason there was no position placed on the record during the meeting. — Eoin Ó Broin. [42238/22]

*2103. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 1520 of 3 November 2020, the status of plans within his Department to remove the old tank 
and silos from a location (details supplied); the position regarding the site; the reason that the 
tanks have not been removed given the serious public health risks associated; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [42260/22]

*2104. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will review the case 
of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42261/22]
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*2105. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will provide the written 
correspondence from the European Commission requesting the removal of the off-farm income 
limit for the basic payment scheme national reserve; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Jackie Cahill. [42264/22]

*2106. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if consideration will be given to 
a proposal for the process of osmosis to be carried out on-site on dairy farms to assist in the removal 
of 50% of the water from milk (details supplied); if research will be conducted by his Department 
and research institutes to determine if this would benefit farmers in achieving emissions targets; if 
consideration will be given to making a grant fund available for such a facility; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42416/22]

*2107. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will extend the Brexit 
seafood processing capital support scheme to include non-SMEs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Cian O’Callaghan. [42436/22]

*2108. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the funding that is available for 
remedial and prevention works for ongoing erosion damage on a farm caused by a river running 
through the land and exacerbated by the increasing number of adverse weather events, the impact 
of which is encroaching on a private dwelling on the land; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Paul Kehoe. [42440/22]

*2109. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will assist a person (details 
supplied) in County Tipperary who wants to return their plantations back into grassland for general 
agriculture purposes after a total fell of the plantation has been completed due to ash dieback; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [42539/22]

*2110. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he agrees that an event (details 
supplied) is in breach of both the current animal welfare legislation and the ban on wild animals 
being used for entertainment; and if he will take action to protect the animal involved. — Paul 
Murphy. [42544/22]

*2111. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views on a report (details 
supplied); his views on the absence of significant analysis of the value of greyhound exports to the 
Irish greyhound industry given its importance to the industry’s financial viability; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [42566/22]

*2112. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cén uair a chuirfear tús leis an 
obair ar an gconradh dreideála ag calafort Ros’ a Mhíl; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. — 
Éamon Ó Cuív. [42567/22]

*2113. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will assist an organisation 
(details supplied) in County Tipperary that urgently requires emergency funding due to increased 
veterinary costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Lowry. [42599/22]

*2114. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will support the production 
of self-sufficient HVO in Ireland hydrotreating vegetable oils is a modern way to produce high-
quality diesel fuels from completely renewable materials; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Carol Nolan. [42645/22]
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*2115. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine with reference to Forest Service 
Circular 14 of 2019 Interim Standards for Felling and Reforestation, the reason that the interim 
standard has not been reviewed; when a second version of the standard, which was due to issue in 
December 2019 will actually issue; when a consultation will take place on the interim standards; 
and when this will be a public consultation. — Marian Harkin. [42656/22]

*2116. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will as a shareholder in 
Coillte Teoranta clarify details regarding the area of the Coillte estate that is on peat soils. — 
Marian Harkin. [42657/22]

*2117. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will request Coillte to 
install defibrillators in public parks in the interest of health and safety. — Cathal Crowe. [42783/22]

*2118. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when farmers who have installed 
solar panels on their farm buildings will be provided with meters in order that they can be reimbursed 
for the excess electricity that they are supplying back into the grid; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [42797/22]

*2119. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the totality of grant-aid and or 
subsidy provided to each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details supplied). 
— Catherine Murphy. [42821/22]

*2120. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 358 of 12 May 2022, if the data (details supplied) refers to just those horses sent to 
slaughterhouses or if it includes all horses slaughtered. — Paul Murphy. [42864/22]

*2121. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 2085 of 26 July 2022, if all groups in the United States of America have had their funding cut 
for the transport costs of homing greyhounds from an organisation (details supplied) in the United 
States. — Paul Murphy. [42869/22]

*2122. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if there will be changes to TB 
testing requirements to include pre and post-movement testing; if so, if this will be mandatory 
going forward; the way that it is proposed to finance such testing; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Colm Burke. [42870/22]

*2123. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a person (details supplied) will 
receive an increase to their pension. — Sean Sherlock. [42890/22]

*2124. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will provide an update on 
the LIFE On Machair Project; the number of farmers in County Mayo that will be included in this 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Dillon. [42941/22]

*2125. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the way that the grants for 
animal welfare organisations are accessed; the way that each organisation which receives funding 
is selected for increased funding while others are not; if he will honour his commitment to increase 
the grants, across the board, to include those organisations struggling to do the work on the ground 
in their locality and not just those based in large towns and cities; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Mattie McGrath. [42963/22]
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*2126. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will commit to distribute 
animal welfare grants earlier than December due to the rising costs given that many organisations 
will definitely cease under the current pressure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Mattie McGrath. [42964/22]

*2127. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the percentage of herds that will 
be over the 6,500 kg band under the proposed bands to be introduced under the nitrates regulations; 
the number of cows that will be in that category; the percentage of herds that will be within the 
4,500 kg-6,500 kg band and the number of cows that will be in that category; the percentage of 
herds that will be under the band; the number of cows that will be in that category; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [43007/22]

*2128. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will reconsider the public 
funding for Greyhound Racing Ireland given that it has has stopped funding one of its key welfare 
programmes, namely the Irish greyhounds to America programme (details supplied). — Paul 
Murphy. [43026/22]

*2129. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if office space for a superintendent 
veterinary inspector living in County Donegal but headquartered centrally is available in County 
Donegal or if temporary office space could be made available and, if not, when office space in 
County Donegal is likely to be made available for a person with this role. — Pearse Doherty. 
[43101/22]

*2130. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the expenses paid to Ministerial 
advisers in his Department in each of the years 2020 and 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43147/22]

*2131. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if funding will be provided 
for the provision of dedicated parking for coaches or large buses in either the west or east pier of 
Howth harbour. — Catherine Murphy. [43189/22]

*2132. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his attention has been drawn 
to a report (details suppled) concerning the overestimation of greyhound litter figures in a report 
compared to actual litter figures made public in an industry publication on 23 January 2020; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [43228/22]

*2133. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when he plans to open the agri-
climate rural environment scheme to applicants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Brendan Griffin. [43288/22]

*2134. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the engagement that he has had 
with the Minister for Education on the matter of school transport since June 2022; and if he will 
publish any correspondence shared with the Minister for Education on same. — Sean Sherlock. 
[43350/22]

*2135. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the amount that his Department 
has spent on advertising on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent per platform; 
and the campaigns per platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43368/22]

*2136. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the current status of the all-
island protected geographical indicator application for beef; the expected timeframe for PGI status 
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to be in place; the projected impact that the PGI will have on beef prices for eligible produce; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [43448/22]

*2137. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he intends to advance the 
proposal for an all-island Irish grown wool council in line with the recommendation of the Review 
of Market Opportunities for Irish-Grown Wool-Based Products; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Matt Carthy. [43449/22]

*2138. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will review the plans 
to introduce mandatory six months testing for TB on bovine herds given that it will place an 
unnecessary burden and cost on farmers. — Marc MacSharry. [43501/22]

*2139. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his Department will provide a 
list of all farmers who receive hen harrier scheme payments. — Cathal Crowe. [43510/22]

*2140. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the details on the total amounts 
of monies awarded to Louth County Council by his Department in each of the years 2016 to 2021 
and to date in 2022, in tabular form; if he will seek details on the total monies drawn down and 
spent by Louth County Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total 
monies that were returned to his Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43513/22]

*2141. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps that are being taken to 
reinforce the ban on trawling Ireland’s inshore waters by vessels over 18m; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [43561/22]

*2142. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps that are being taken to 
enact existing legislation to limit the activity of trawlers over 18m operating in Ireland’s inshore 
waters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Marc Ó Cathasaigh. [43562/22]

*2143. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the average percentage grant rate 
paid to applicants under the seven TAMS schemes after penalties on the eligible costs submitted to 
his Department’s online system on a regional basis. — Barry Cowen. [43678/22]

*2144. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if force majeure on medical 
grounds will be considered in respect of an application for the National Reserve by persons (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Griffin. 
[43722/22]

*2145. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the non-SME sector will be 
considered for funding under the Brexit Adjustment Reserve Fund as recommended by the Seafood 
Task Force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Seán Haughey. [43733/22]

*2146. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the assistance that is available 
to a sector (details supplied) given the increasing energy costs and that the industry is particularly 
energy intensive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [43737/22]

*2147. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the measures that he is taking to 
address the ongoing backlog of forestry licences.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Holly Cairns. [43780/22]
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*2148. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will immediately publish 
the Wool Feasibility Study. — Holly Cairns. [43781/22]

*2149. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps that he is taking in 
response to the significant increase in fuel prices in recent months for fishers. — Holly Cairns. 
[43782/22]

*2150. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an appeal has been received 
by the Independent Appeals Office regarding a beef data and genomics penalty in 2021 for a 
farmer (details supplied) in County Cork; and when a decision can be expected. — Michael Creed. 
[43812/22]

*2151. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when an afforestation application 
by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [43863/22]

*2152. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will extend the closing date 
for the fodder support scheme from 5 September 2022 to 30 September 2022 due to poor grass 
growth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [43879/22]

*2153. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his Department is working on 
plans to prohibit or limit ploughing on farmland in midland counties or elsewhere in the State; if so, 
the status of such plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Carol Nolan. [44011/22]

*2154. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the terms of reference for the 
national fodder and food security committee; the recommendations of same; the timeframe for 
implementation of the support packages for farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Charles Flanagan. [44045/22]

*2155. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the total number of farmers paid 
under each farm scheme; the total amount of payments in euro paid out per scheme on a county-by-
county basis since the formation of the Government in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. [44086/22]

*2156. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the engagement that he has 
had with a group (details supplied) pursuant to the recent decision to concentrate border custom 
port controls for agri-food and related products at Dublin Airport, or in the case of sea/road 
freight, Rosslare Euro Port; the analysis that his Department has carried out into the impact of 
discontinuing this service at Shannon Airport; the reason behind the decision to discontinue this 
service at Shannon Airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. 
[44299/22]

*2157. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the decision was made to 
concentrate border custom port controls for agri-food and related products at Dublin Airport, or in 
the case of sea/road freight, Rosslare Euro Port; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Catherine Connolly. [44300/22]

*2158. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will clarify the consultation 
process which took place prior to the taking of the decision to concentrate border custom port 
controls for agri-food and related products at Dublin Airport, or in the case of sea/road freight, 
Rosslare Euro Port; the organisations or bodies that were consulted; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44301/22]
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*2159. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will provide details of any 
Department meetings held in relation to the decision to concentrate border custom port controls for 
agri-food and related products at Dublin Airport, or in the case of sea/road freight, Rosslare Euro 
Port; the details of those who attended these meetings; if he will provide a copy of the minutes of 
these meetings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [44302/22]

*2160. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will provide a list of all 
existing agricultural schemes and payments run by his Department, including agri-environmental 
schemes and all schemes and payments for producers including basic payments; and the amount 
of money spent on each scheme in each of the past five years in tabular form. — Holly Cairns. 
[44303/22]

*2161. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his views on a study by a public 
body in a neighbouring jurisdiction (details supplied) concerning a systematic analysis of the rate 
of net CO2 uptake over time as a result of creating a wide range of different types of woodland; the 
way that this study might influence forestry policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Holly Cairns. [44304/22]

*2162. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when the next meeting of the 
sheep vision group will take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[44326/22]

*2163. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will introduce a scheme to 
reward farmers for storing carbon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Patricia Ryan. 
[44332/22]

*2164. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans to encourage 
afforestation as a climate mitigation measure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Patricia Ryan. [44333/22]

*2165. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if any consideration is being 
given to allow dairy bred calves born in a non-organic farm be purchased and reared in an organic 
system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James O’Connor. [44336/22]

*2166. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of whole-time 
equivalent laboratory analysts in biology employed by his Department as of 1 January 2021 and 26 
August 2022, in tabular form. — Claire Kerrane. [44342/22]

Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

*2167. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will establish a grant 
scheme towards the renovation of derelict rural properties for the purposes of providing tourism 
accommodation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [43731/22]

*2168. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she is considering adding 
any additional dog breeds to the restricted dog list (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [42014/22]

*2169. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if he will provide an update 
in respect of his scoping exercise regarding the establishment of a database to monitor funding in 
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his sector; if he has consulted or plans to consult with benefacts in this regard; the amount that he 
has expended to date in the scoping exercise; and the total of the budget required to implement the 
database. — Catherine Murphy. [42037/22]

*2170. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will consider a reduction 
in the cost of the dog licence for senior citizens; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
James Lawless. [42078/22]

*2171. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when applications for the 
town and village renewal scheme 2022 will be approved; the steps in the process; the maximum 
amount of funding for any one project; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [42225/22]

*2172. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if her Department has an 
application on hand (details supplied) under the town and village renewal scheme 2022; when a 
decision will be made on it; the number of steps in the process; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42226/22]

*2173. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of rural schemes, 
other than LEADER, that her Department has introduced for the development of infrastructure in 
rural areas outside of towns and villages; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon 
Ó Cuív. [42227/22]

*2174. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when decisions will be made 
under the Community Centres Investment Fund; the total amount of funding available for this; the 
total number of applications received; the amount of the fund directed towards energy generation 
and energy efficiency at community centres; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Éamon Ó Cuív. [42229/22]

*2175. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when a decision will be made 
on an application for funding under the Community Centres Investment Fund (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42230/22]

*2176. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she intends introducing a 
new scheme for the development of new community centres where there is a clear community need 
for same and where there are projects available that have advanced planning done on them; if there 
will be a requirement of co-funding from the local authority for such a scheme; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42231/22]

*2177. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when decisions will be made 
on applications under the present round of the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund; the 
number of applications received; the amount of funding available in 2022 for approval; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42233/22]

*2178. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when her Department received 
an application under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund for 2022 (details supplied); 
when a decision will be made on this application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Éamon Ó Cuív. [42234/22]
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*2179. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the status of a CLÁR 
application (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[42241/22]

*2180. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 245 of 15 June 2022, the number of applications that have been received by each 
county council for the streetscape enhancement scheme; the total amount of funding allocated to 
each council; the amount of funding drawn down by each council; if all approved applicants were 
paid; if she will allow each council to administer grants to applicants who have a genuine reason 
for being late in claiming the grant based on the work being completed before 30 April 2022; if 
there is an appeal process for the scheme; and if not, if she will introduce one. — John McGuinness. 
[42292/22]

*2181. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the expected timelines and 
implementation of resources to Dunleer further to its designation as a pathfinder towns pursuant 
to the town centre first policy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. 
[42337/22]

*2182. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the funding that is available 
for remedial and prevention works for ongoing erosion damage on a farm caused by a river running 
through the land and exacerbated by the increasing number of adverse weather events, the impact 
of which is encroaching on a private dwelling on the land; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Paul Kehoe. [42444/22]

*2183. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the reason that capital 
spending under her vote group is -43.6% to date in 2022; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Patricia Ryan. [42529/22]

*2184. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of hubs that have 
joined the connected hubs network and have been onboarded onto the ConnectedHubs.ie platform; 
when she expects to reach the target of 400 hubs nationwide; her future plans for the development 
of additional hubs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Neasa Hourigan. [42535/22]

*2185. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if her attention has been 
drawn to the fact that not all land owners have a herd number and that in order to avail of the local 
improvement scheme a herd number is required; if this will be amended in order that more persons 
can avail of the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard O’Donoghue. 
[42618/22]

*2186. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail cén dul chun cinn atá déanta le 
bliain anuas ar fhorbairt Chéibh an Chalaidh Mhóir in Inis Meáin; cén t-údar go bhfuil an oiread 
moille le cur chun cinn an togra seo. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42623/22]

*2187. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when a decision will be made 
on an application under the community centres refurbishment fund 2022 (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42631/22]

*2188. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she intends on re-instating 
the group water scheme top-up scheme available under Clár from its inception to 2011 to ensure 
that all houses in the State have access to water at an affordable cost; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42747/22]
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*2189. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of group water 
schemes that availed of the group water scheme top-up scheme under the Clár programme during 
the lifetime of the scheme; the number of houses connected under the scheme; the total cost of the 
scheme; if the scheme represented value for money in her view; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42748/22]

*2190. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the full extent of funding 
made available to Kildare County Council in each of the past four years to date under the Leader 
Programme or similar provision; the degree to which this met requirements; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [42767/22]

*2191. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the totality of grant-aid and or 
subsidy provided to each local authority in 2019, 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022 (details supplied). 
— Catherine Murphy. [42834/22]

*2192. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development when it is intended to seek 
new expressions of interest for the Community Services Programme in view of the number of 
suitable possible projects available for the scheme; if it is intended to ensure that all community 
centres that received State capital funding will have the benefit of the scheme; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [42876/22]

*2193. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if he will provide details 
regarding the outdoor recreation investment scheme funding eligibility; if municipal districts 
(details supplied) that are predominantly urban in nature but still have rural areas are eligible for 
this funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Steven Matthews. [43016/22]

*2194. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the status of a grant for a 
centre (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. 
[43105/22]

*2195. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development her plans to rectify an issue 
concerning the salary of a manager in a community scheme (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [43281/22]

*2196. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if there are plans to increase 
the level of funding for staff wages on the Community Services Programme due to the current high 
cost of living; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [43282/22]

*2197. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will provide an update 
on targeted funding via the rural regeneration and development fund to support the town centre first 
approach, as part of the wider objectives for the regeneration of cities, towns and rural areas under 
Housing for All. — Sean Sherlock. [43337/22]

*2198. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the engagement that she 
has had with the Minister for Education on the matter of school transport since June 2022; and 
if she will publish any correspondence shared with the Minister for Education on same. — Sean 
Sherlock. [43362/22]

*2199. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the amount that her 
Department has spent on advertising on social media in 2021 and to date in 2022; the amount spent 
per platform; and the campaigns per platform in tabular form. — Sean Sherlock. [43381/22]
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*2200. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the details on the total 
amounts of monies awarded to Louth County Council by her Department in each of the years 2016 
to 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form; if she will seek details on the total monies drawn down 
and spent by Louth County Council over the same years in tabular form, and if not spent, the total 
monies that were returned to her Department respectively over the same years in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Fergus O’Dowd. [43526/22]

*2201. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will confirm that serious 
consideration will be given to providing additional supports for community centres in Budget 2023; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. [43615/22]

*2202. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will confirm that serious 
consideration will be given to providing additional supports for community centres in Budget 2023, 
particularly with energy costs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Colm Burke. 
[43617/22]

*2203. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if she will review an 
application for funding (details supplied); and if she will provide an update on same. — Niamh 
Smyth. [43620/22]

*2204. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if the €22 million grant 
scheme made available for upgrading rural laneways under the local improvement scheme will 
be made available to upgrade a laneway in rural Dublin (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Emer Higgins. [43926/22]

*2205. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the total funding by county 
that has gone towards playgrounds and play facilities in the past three years by funding stream 
including the CLÁR, town and village renewal, outdoor recreation infrastructure and leader 
schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [43951/22]

*2206. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the total amount of funding 
allocated to respective local authorities and local action groups for all rural schemes in her 
Department, including the town and village renewal, Clár, Leader, local improvement, outdoor 
recreation and rural regeneration schemes since the formation of the Government on a county-
by-county basis in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Jackie Cahill. 
[44087/22]
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