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Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

1. To ask the Taoiseach if the attention of the Strategic Communications Unit was drawn 
to the fact that it must comply with rules that relate to advertising standards; the number of 
publications that were approached to include paid content with respect to the NPF capital plan; the 
budget for this campaign; the reason was it was decided to ensure the advertisements resembled 
news reporting; and his plans to alter this strategy. — Catherine Murphy. [10927/18]

2.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	officials	from	his	Department	particularly	the	SCU	met	editors	of	
the national and regional newspapers in the past six months. — Michael Moynihan. [11374/18]

3. To ask the Taoiseach his plans to reform the Strategic Communications Unit. — Mary Lou 
McDonald.	[12933/18]

4.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	he	will	report	on	his	recent	meeting	with	the	leader	of	the	SDLP,	
Mr.	Colum	Eastwood	MLA.	—	Mary	Lou	McDonald.	[11217/18]

5. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent engagement with representatives of 
civic	nationalism	from	Northern	Ireland	on	27	February	2018.	—	Mary	Lou	McDonald.	[11218/18]

6.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	he	will	report	on	his	recent	meeting	with	the	SDLP	leader	and	
engagements with representatives of civic nationalism. — Brendan Howlin. [12797/18]

7. To ask the Taoiseach if he has spoken to Prime Minister May since the publication by the 
EU Commission of the draft text of the withdrawal deal on 28 February 2018. — Micheál Martin. 
[11263/18]

8.	 To	ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 officials	 in	his	Department	 are	working	on	 the	Pope’s	visit	 in	
August 2018. — Michael Moynihan. [11375/18]

9.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	his	Department	is	involved	in	the	planning	for	the	visit	of	Pope	
Francis	to	Ireland	in	August	2018.	—	Mary	Lou	McDonald.	[12935/18]

10. To ask the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee E (Health) will next meet. — Joan Burton. 
[11548/18]

11. To ask the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee F (National Security) will next meet. — 
Joan Burton. [11651/18]

12. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the President of the European 
Council,	Mr.	Donald	Tusk	on	8	March	2018.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[12784/18]
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13. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the President of the European 
Council,	Mr.	Donald	Tusk	on	8	March	2018.	—	Brendan	Howlin.	[12795/18]

14. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with Mr. Tusk on 8 March 2018 and 
the issues that were discussed. — Micheál Martin. [12801/18]

15.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	he	will	report	on	his	recent	meeting	with	Mr.	Donald	Tusk.	—	
Richard Boyd Barrett. [12829/18]

16. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the Prime Minister of 
Luxembourg,	Mr.	Xavier	Bettel	on	5	March	2018.	—	Seán	Haughey.	[12785/18]

17. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the Prime Minister of 
Luxembourg,	Mr.	Xavier	Bettel	and	the	issues	that	were	discussed.	—	Micheál	Martin.	[12787/18]

18. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent visit to the United States of America 
and his meeting with President Trump. — Paul Murphy. [12786/18]

19. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the President of the United 
States of America. — Joan Burton. [12788/18]

20. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with the Governor of Texas. — Joan 
Burton. [12790/18]

21.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	he	will	report	on	his	St.	Patrick’s	Day	visit	to	the	United	States	of	
America. — Brendan Howlin. [12796/18]

22. To ask the Taoiseach if he discussed the undocumented Irish with President Trump; and if 
there was a process discussed to deal with this ongoing issue. — Michael Moynihan. [12798/18]

23. To ask the Taoiseach if he discussed free trade with President Trump; and if tariffs were 
mentioned. — Michael Moynihan. [12799/18]

24. To ask the Taoiseach if he discussed Brexit with President Trump. — Michael Moynihan. 
[12800/18]

25. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his meeting with President Trump and the issues 
that were discussed. — Micheál Martin. [12802/18]

26. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his visit to the United States of America and the 
meetings he had. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [12830/18]

27. To ask the Taoiseach if he discussed with President Trump the appointment by the US 
administration of a special envoy to Northern Ireland. — Brendan Smith. [12955/18]

28. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the forthcoming meeting with the EU Council on 
22 and 23 March 2018. — Joan Burton. [12789/18]

29.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	system	used	by	his	Department	for	dealing	with	correspondence.	
— Richard Boyd Barrett. [12831/18]
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CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH 
QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY

Chun an Taoiseach agus Aire Cosanta: To the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence.

30.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	action	he	is	taking	following	the	recent	
conviction	of	an	employee	of	his	Department	in	the	Special	Criminal	Court;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Lisa Chambers. [10529/18]

31.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 and	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	 timeframe	 for	 the	 implementation	
of the recent decision of the European Committee on Social Rights in respect of the collective 
bargaining	rights	of	Defence	Forces	personnel.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[10465/18]

32.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 and	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	measures	 he	will	 be	 taking	 in	 the	
wake of the decision of the European Committee of Social Rights in relation to the entitlement of 
members	of	the	Defence	Forces	to	better	collective	bargaining	and	negotiating	rights;	and	if	he	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Lisa Chambers. [10530/18]

33.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	plans	to	address	issues	(details	supplied)	
in	 relation	 to	 the	pay	and	conditions	of	members	of	 the	Defence	Forces;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [13039/18]

34.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 and	 Minister	 for	 Defence	 the	 strategic	 development	 plans	 for	
military	locations	in	the	Dublin	area	including	McKee	barracks,	Cathal	Brugha	barracks,	Casement	
Aerodrome	and	St.	Bricin’s	barracks;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Eamon	
Ryan. [10741/18]

CEISTEANNA EILE 
OTHER QUESTIONS

Chun an Taoiseach agus Aire Cosanta: To the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence.

35.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	details	of	the	proposed	participation	of	
Defence	Forces	members	in	the	German	led	EU	battlegroup;	the	rationale	for	same;	the	expected	
number	of	Defence	Force	participants	in	the	battlegroup;	if	Army	Rangers	will	be	deployed;	and	if	
he will make a statement on the matter. — Mick Wallace. [10382/18]

36.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	number	of	times	the	Defence	Forces	
engaged in aid to civil power duties with regard to US military aircraft present at Shannon Airport 
during	2017;	the	number	of	Defence	Forces	personnel	involved;	the	cost	of	these	engagements;	and	
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mick Wallace. [10383/18]

37.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	views	on	the	development	of	a	new	anti	
malaria drug tafenoquine (details supplied); the measures he will take to ensure that this drug is 
safe;	and	his	plans	to	ensure	that	it	is	not	prescribed	to	Defence	Forces	personnel	unless	it	has	been	
established	that	it	is	appropriate	for	prescription.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[10200/18]

38.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	plans	to	address	the	issues	raised	by	the	
Kemmy	report;	and	the	timeframe	for	implementing	same.	—	Robert	Troy.	[12954/18]
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39.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	more	than	thirty	members	of	the	Naval	
Service requested to apply for discharge during January 2018; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Lisa Chambers. [10385/18]

40.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	plans	to	introduce	a	new	Army	barracks	
in counties Cavan and Monaghan or the greater border region in view of Brexit and the possible 
reintroduction of a hard border; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. 
[10198/18]

41.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	plans	for	the	reinstatement	of	troops	
in the Border counties in view of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh 
Smyth. [10199/18]

42.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 and	Minister	 for	 Defence	 the	 new	 initiatives	 to	 retain	 Defence	
Forces personnel that are being undertaken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Lisa 
Chambers. [10388/18]

43.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	number	of	Permanent	Defence	Forces	
personnel expected to serve on UN led missions in 2018; the locations of same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [10381/18]

44.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	Curragh	Forum’s	work	programme	for	
2018; the status of the establishment of a new lands management team for the Curragh Plains; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Martin Heydon. [12945/18]

45.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	reason	a	person	(details	supplied)	was	
refused	entry	into	the	Defence	Forces	despite	having	passed	their	psychometric	testing,	interview	
and medical examination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. 
[12832/18]

46.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	way	in	which	Project	Ireland	2040	is	
likely	to	affect	the	Defence	Forces;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	
Durkan.	[10390/18]

47.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	detail	of	the	Defence	Forces	proposed	
participation in the German led EU battlegroup in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Lisa Chambers. [10386/18]

48.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 and	Minister	 for	Defence	 his	 views	 on	 a	 position	 paper	 (details	
supplied) which proposes moving Ireland into an EU defence union and reviewing the triple lock 
mechanism for Irish involvement in EU or other military operations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [12833/18]

49.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 and	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	 procurement	 schedule	 for	military	
hardware	for	the	next	five	years;	the	budgetary	allocation;	the	equipment	to	be	purchased;	and	the	
suppliers	for	hardware	and	ammunition	to	the	Defence	Forces.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[10201/18]

50.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	proposed	projects	under	his	Department’s	
remit	in	the	new	National	Development	Plan	2018	to	2027;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter. — Lisa Chambers. [10387/18]
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51.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	the	membership	and	terms	of	reference	
of	the	medical	advisory	group	to	be	established	by	his	Department	to	advise	on	various	medical	
matters,	including	malaria	chemoprophylaxis,	will	be	made	public.	—	Clare	Daly.	[10206/18]

52.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	status	of	plans	for	a	peace	and	leadership	
institute on the Curragh; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Martin Heydon. [10315/18]

53.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	way	in	which	he	plans	to	address	the	
exodus	from	the	Defence	Forces	due	to	poor	conditions	and	pay	as	articulated	by	soldiers;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Maureen	O’Sullivan.	[10376/18]

54.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	he	has	met	or	plans	to	meet	with	the	
whistleblower that produced the protected disclosure outlining the deaths of 56 members of the 
Defence	Forces.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[10203/18]

55.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	recruitment	plans	for	2018;	the	extent	
to	which	it	is	planned	to	increase	the	strength	of	the	Defence	Forces	in	the	course	thereof;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[10389/18]

56.	 To	ask	 the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	actions	being	 taken	 in	 the	Defence	
Forces	 to	 address	 the	findings	 in	 the	 recent	 climate	 survey	 in	 relation	 to	 stress	 experienced	by	
personnel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Browne. [10195/18]

57.	 To	ask	 the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	views	on	 the	recent	decision	of	 the	
European	Committee	of	Social	Rights	in	relation	to	the	entitlement	of	Defence	Forces	members	to	
better collective bargaining and negotiating rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Lisa Chambers. [10384/18]

58.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	implications	of	the	decision	to	approve	
participation	in	the	German	led	EU	battlegroup.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[10202/18]

59.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	plans	for	the	acquisition	of	a	multi-role	
vessel at a cost of approximately €200 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Clare	Daly.	[10208/18]

60.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	number	of	Permanent	Defence	Forces	
personnel serving in UN led missions; the location of same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Brendan Smith. [10380/18]

61.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	plans	to	award	a	commemorative	medal	
for	1916	to	all	former	members	of	the	Defence	Forces	in	recognition	of	their	service	to	the	State.	
— Sean Sherlock. [8131/18]

62.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	policies	in	place	to	ensure	that	Civil	
Defence	volunteers	are	given	the	correct	training	to	effectively	deal	with	extreme	weather	patterns	
across the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brian Stanley. [12622/18]

63.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	scale	of	Ireland’s	involvement	in	the	
European Union Training Mission Competence Centre and Upgrade of Maritime Surveillance to be 
developed under PESCO and which were formally adopted by the EU Council on 1 March 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [12883/18]
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64.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	recruitment	targets	for	the	2018	intake	
in	view	of	 the	opening	of	RDF	 recruitment	 to	 take	place	 in	April	 2018;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Brendan Ryan. [10196/18]

65.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	training	will	be	provided	to	Civil	Defence	
personnel to equip them to deal with extreme weather events such as the recent heavy snowfall; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brian Stanley. [12621/18]

66.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	his	attention	has	been	drawn	to	the	fact	
that only 11 privates are left of the 29 that passed out of the 2015 class; and the steps he will take 
to	 improve	Defences	 Forces	 pay	 and	 conditions	 to	 address	 the	 retention	 crisis.	—	Clare	Daly.	
[12524/18]

67.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	views	on	the	implications	of	the	ruling	
of	the	European	Committee	of	Social	Rights	to	allow	the	Defence	Forces	troops	affiliate	to	a	trade	
union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Ryan. [10197/18]

68.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	suitable	consultants	will	be	appointed	
with	a	view	to	carrying	out	a	master	plan	outlining	the	future	use	of	Columb	Barracks,	Mullingar,	
County Westmeath. — Robert Troy. [10378/18]

69.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	allocation	to	his	Department	for	the	
purposes	of	recruitment	of	Defence	Forces	personnel	in	2018;	and	if	he	has	requested	an	additional	
allocation	to	meet	the	costs	of	recruitment	in	the	Defence	Forces.	—	Aengus	Ó	Snodaigh.	[10204/18]

CEISTEANNA LE hAGHAIDH FREAGRAÍ SCRÍOFA 
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER

Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

*70. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the publication of the North East Inner City 2017 
Progress Report. — Brendan Howlin. [12792/18]

*71. To ask the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee B (Social Policy and Public Services) last 
met. — Micheál Martin. [12805/18]

*72. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on all of his meetings in the United States of America. 
— Micheál Martin. [12803/18]

*73. To ask the Taoiseach the cinemas in which the Strategic Communications Unit booked 
adverts	for	the	NDP	and	NPF;	and	the	cost	of	same.	—	Micheál	Martin.	[10955/18]

*74. To ask the Taoiseach the details of each instance of advertorial content commissioned 
by	his	Department	and	agencies	under	its	remit	in	the	past	12	months;	the	date	this	content	was	
published; the purpose of this content; the cost of its publication; and the publication or platform 
on which it was published in tabular form. — Róisín Shortall. [11019/18]

*75.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 the	 budget	 for	 all	 publicity,	 advertising	 and	 promotional	 work	
associated	with	the	National	Development	Plan	and	the	National	Planning	Framework.	—	Róisín	
Shortall. [11018/18]
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*76. To ask the Taoiseach the details of each instance of advertorial content commissioned by 
the Strategic Communications Unit since its establishment; the date this content was published; the 
purpose of this content; the cost of its publication; and the publication or platform on which it was 
published in tabular form. — Róisín Shortall. [11020/18]

*77. To ask the Taoiseach the small area data on County Wexford areas that suffered a population 
drop	between	the	2006	and	2011,	between	the	2011	and	2016,	and	between	the	2006	and	2016	
censuses; and the percentage of the decrease each area suffered. — James Browne. [11021/18]

*78.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	source	of	a	briefing	note	as	published	online	(details	supplied);	
and	if	a	departmental	official	or	member	of	the	Strategic	Communications	Unit	was	involved	in	
compiling	this	briefing	note.	—	Niall	Collins.	[11128/18]

*79. To ask the Taoiseach the details of all 2018 information and communication campaigns 
that the Strategic Communications Unit is working on or planning for rollout in 2018 and beyond; 
and	the	estimated	budget	spend	projected	for	each	such	project	in	tabular	form.	—	Niall	Collins.	
[11129/18]

*80. To ask the Taoiseach the number of full time and part time staff employed in the Strategic 
Communications	 Unit	 in	 2017	 and	 to	 date	 in	 2018,	 by	 staff	 according	 to	 civil	 service	 grade,	
communications personnel and other staff; the funding allocated to the unit in 2017 and expended; 
and the budget allocation in 2018 broken down between salary and non salary allocations in tabular 
form. — Niall Collins. [11014/18]

*81. To ask the Taoiseach the volume and value of exports in Euro terms based on the most 
recent	data	on	a	percentage	basis	in	2016	and	2017,	by	country	in	tabular	form.	—	Niall	Collins.	
[11015/18]

*82. To ask the Taoiseach the volume and value of imports in Euro terms based on the most 
recent	data	on	a	percentage	basis	in	2016	and	2017,	by	country	in	tabular	form.	—	Niall	Collins.	
[11016/18]

*83. To ask the Taoiseach the amount in Euro in value of goods only exported from Irish based 
firms	in	2016	and	2017,	by	country	in	tabular	form;	and	the	percentage	share	of	such	exports	to	
each country in this period as a proportion of the total share. — Niall Collins. [11017/18]

*84.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	advertisements	or	advertorials	placed	by	his	Department	or	the	
Strategic	Communications	Unit	since	1	January	2018,	by	newspaper	or	other	printed	publication;	
the	size	of	the	advert;	the	cost	of	each	advert;	the	person	that	wrote	the	copy	and	approved	the	final	
advert;	if	it	was	an	outside	agency;	the	person	in	his	Department	that	approved	the	final	advert;	
and the parameters and instructions provided to outside contractors on the placement of adverts. — 
Brendan Howlin. [11022/18]

*85. To ask the Taoiseach the amount spent on all cinema and radio advertising placed by his 
Department	or	the	Strategic	Communications	Unit	since	1	January	2018;	the	number	of	adverts	
placed; the number of times the advert was shown; the radio stations on which it was broadcast; 
the cinemas in which it was shown; the person responsible for commissioning the content; the 
person that approved the content; the company that developed the content; the person responsible 
for booking the content; and the parameters and instructions provided to outside contractors on the 
placement of adverts. — Brendan Howlin. [11023/18]
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*86. To ask the Taoiseach the amount spent on all social media advertising placed by his 
Department	or	the	Strategic	Communications	Unit	since	1	January	2018;	the	cost	for	each	advert	
placed; the platform that was used; the amount committed in each campaign; the audience that was 
targeted; the way in which that audience was chosen; the characterisation of the audiences used 
for social media advertising; the person or body that created the audiences; the person or body 
that approved the content of the adverts; the person or body that approved the audiences; and the 
parameters and instructions provided to outside contractors on the placement of those adverts. — 
Brendan Howlin. [11024/18]

*87. To ask the Taoiseach the amount that has been spent on newspaper advertisements and 
advertorials since July 2016; the publications these adverts appeared in; and the person that signed 
off on each advert. — Sean Sherlock. [11025/18]

*88.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 the	media	 buying	 agency	 secured	 by	 his	Department’s	 Strategic	
Communications Unit; and the spend across national and regional local newspapers and or free 
sheets	on	the	promoting	or	communicating	the	NDP	and	NPF	before	and	since	its	launch	date.	—	
Micheál Martin. [11026/18]

*89.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 the	 media	 partnerships	 secured	 to	 communicate	 Project	 Ireland	
2040; the way they are described; if they are the same with all media outlets; and the cost of each 
one. — Micheál Martin. [11275/18]

*90.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	specific	instructions	that	were	issued	to	the	media	buyer	by	the	
SCU	that	all	content	should	be	identified	as	being	in	partnership	with	the	Government	of	Ireland	or	
in	association	with	the	Government	of	Ireland;	if	there	were	specific	instructions	or	agreements	to	
ensure that placements were similar to articles rather than advertorials; and the reason the phrase 
advertisement feature was not stated or made clear. — Micheál Martin. [11276/18]

*91. To ask the Taoiseach the person that had responsibility to sign off on communication 
pieces	from	the	SCU	on	the	NDP	and	NPF	if	he	or	his	officials	did	not	have	same.	—	Micheál	
Martin. [11277/18]

*92. To ask the Taoiseach if the media buyer had a sign off on the content of the communication 
pieces	set	in	the	local	and	national	newspapers	in	regard	to	Project	Ireland	2040.	—	Micheál	Martin.	
[11278/18]

*93.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	when	media	owners	were	briefed	on	Project	Ireland	2040	and	by	
whom	in	his	Department	and	otherwise.	—	Micheál	Martin.	[11279/18]

*94.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 if	 a	 terms	 of	 reference,	memo	of	 understanding	 or	 contract	was	
signed	with	 a	media	 agency	 or	 buyers	 in	 relation	 to	 Project	 Ireland	 2040.	—	Micheál	Martin.	
[11280/18]

*95. To ask the Taoiseach the budget given to the media agencies on the citizen engagement 
initiative	on	Project	Ireland	2040	and	the	NDP	and	NPF.	—	Micheál	Martin.	[11281/18]

*96. To ask the Taoiseach the instructions the SCU gave the media buyers regarding ensuring 
that	the	content	of	Project	Ireland	2040	articles	would	be	aware	it	was	paid	content.	—	Micheál	
Martin. [11282/18]
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*97.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	way	in	which	his	officials	and	the	SCU	advised	the	media	buyers	
regarding	localising	the	content	as	they	saw	fit	to	fit	the	audience;	the	parameters	which	were	given;	
the suggestions which were made; if it was suggested to include experts or local business persons; 
and the way in which they were approached. — Micheál Martin. [11283/18]

*98. To ask the Taoiseach the meetings or discussions the SCU would have had with the media 
buyers	in	relation	to	content	and	to	confirm	that,	while	they	may	not	have	had	final	sign	off;	and	
if	 they	would	have	seen	 the	suggestions	made	before	final	 sign	off	was	 received	elsewhere.	—	
Micheál Martin. [11284/18]

*99. To ask the Taoiseach the amount of investment the SCU has applied to communicating 
the	NDP	and	NPF	up	to	now;	the	plan	as	agreed	to	date;	and	the	amount	allocated	altogether.	—	
Micheál Martin. [11285/18]

*100. To ask the Taoiseach if the SCU has the citizen engagement campaign under constant 
review; and if changes will be made. — Micheál Martin. [11286/18]

*101. To ask the Taoiseach the details of the citizen communication engagement as it applies to 
cinema; and the cost of same. — Micheál Martin. [11287/18]

*102. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his phone call with Prime Minister May on 26 
February 2018. — Micheál Martin. [11289/18]

*103. To ask the Taoiseach the number of media agencies involved in the citizen communications 
engagement	on	the	NDP	and	NPF.	—	Micheál	Martin.	[11290/18]

*104.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	the	research	his	Department	undertook	through	the	SCU	recently	
and which is due to be published at the end of Spring was utilised or fed into the citizen engagement 
initiative	on	the	NDP	and	NPF;	and	if	it	is	a	totally	separate	initiative.	—	Micheál	Martin.	[11291/18]

*105. To ask the Taoiseach the corporate governance structure of the SCU in particular in 
relation	to	its	budget	allocation;	and	if	there	is	much	involvement	with	the	Department	of	Finance	
regarding same. — Micheál Martin. [11292/18]

*106.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	the	SCU	had	meetings	with	officials	in	the	Department	of	Finance	
in	 relation	 to	 the	 citizen	 engagement	 initiative	 on	 Project	 Ireland	 2040.	 —	 Micheál	 Martin.	
[11293/18]

*107. To ask the Taoiseach if he will publish a spreadsheet tracking expenditure to date by 
the	 Strategic	Communications	Unit	 in	 his	Department;	 if	 the	 unit	 has	made	 an	 application	 for	
additional funding; and the sanctioning process for additional funding of the unit. — Catherine 
Murphy. [11356/18]

*108.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	the	Strategic	Communications	Unit	in	his	Department	has	hired	or	
purchased	external	public	relations	services,	graphic	design,	consultancy	companies	and	or	online	
digital strategy companies since the unit was formed; and the expenditure on those services by 
amount spent and company engaged in tabular form. — Catherine Murphy. [11361/18]

*109. To ask the Taoiseach the expenditure to date on online content (details supplied) by the 
Strategic	Communications	Unit	in	his	Department.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	[11362/18]



1192

*110.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 the	 amount	 spent	 by	his	Department	on	 advertorial	 type	 content	
since	he	entered	office.	—	Catherine	Martin.	[11390/18]

*111.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 the	 amount	 spent	 by	his	Department	on	 advertorial	 type	 content	
during the tenure of each previous Taoiseach; the month and year that each such advertorial was 
published; and the cost in this regard in each instance. — Catherine Martin. [11391/18]

*112.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 the	 policy	 of	 his	 Department	 when	 contracting	 advertorial	 type	
content	 on	 the	National	 Planning	 Framework	 or	 the	National	Development	 Plan	 regarding	 the	
inclusion of negative comment or criticism of the Framework or Plan in the advertorial type content 
that was contracted. — Catherine Martin. [11392/18]

*113.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	cost	to	his	Department	of	negative	interest	rates	on	deposits	held;	
and	the	details	of	same	for	agencies	under	his	aegis.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[11744/18]

*114.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	amount	spent	by	his	Department	on	third	party	public	relations	
advice,	communications	advice,	online	advertising	and	public	awareness	campaigns	from	January	
2017	to	date	in	2018,	by	year,	month	and	company	engaged	in	tabular	form.	—	Catherine	Murphy.	
[11774/18]

*115. To ask the Taoiseach the number of bus shelter advertisements that have been purchased 
to	promote	various	elements	of	Project	Ireland	2040;	the	location	of	these	advertisements;	the	cost	
to date of these; the reason the advertisement at a location (details supplied) was removed; when it 
was removed; and the number of other such advertisements that were removed prior to their agreed 
termination time. — Joan Burton. [11777/18]

*116. To ask the Taoiseach if he has spoken with Chancellor Merkel since she formed a coalition 
government;	and	if	so,	the	issues	that	were	discussed.	—	Micheál	Martin.	[11816/18]

*117. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his last meeting with the SCU and Secretary 
General	of	his	Department;	and	if	the	recent	information	campaign	in	local	and	national	newspapers	
was discussed. — Micheál Martin. [11817/18]

*118. To ask the Taoiseach the number of persons holding civil service positions above clerical 
officer	grade	in	his	Department	that	entered	the	civil	service	via	a	route	other	than	through	an	open	
competition run by the Public Appointments Service or its predecessors; the grades of each; and the 
basis	for	the	non-standard	recruitment.	—	Dara	Calleary.	[11865/18]

*119. To ask the Taoiseach the directions provided to the payment of staff in the public sector 
and	civil	service	that	fall	under	the	direction	of	his	Department	for	the	days	during	Storm	Emma	
when staff were directed to stay at home; and if deductions in pay and annual leave were made 
to	 staff	 in	 the	public	 sector	or	 civil	 service	as	 a	 result	of	days	 lost	during	 the	 storm.	—	David	
Cullinane. [11882/18]

*120.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	amount	spent	on	advertising	the	Project	Ireland	2040	plans	in	
cinemas.	—	Fiona	O’Loughlin.	[11902/18]

*121.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	thirty	five	largest	towns	in	order	of	size;	and	the	populations	of	
these towns. — James Browne. [11430/18]
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*122. To ask the Taoiseach if the Strategic Communications Unit is working on or planning 
information campaigns in local regional and national media in 2018 that cover Government 
programmes (details supplied). — Niall Collins. [11983/18]

*123.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	number	of	staff	assigned	in	his	Department	to	the	press	office,	
public	 relations	or	communications	 roles	 in	each	year	since	2015;	and	 the	positions	by	staffing	
grade and designated role and for each new position when it came into existence. — Brendan 
Howlin. [11984/18]

*124.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	a	panel	has	been	established	in	his	Department	for	communications	
officers;	if	a	civil	service	position	of	Head	of	Communications	or	similar	role	or	description	has	
been	appointed	 in	his	Department;	 if	 so,	when	 the	appointment	occurred;	 the	grade	at	which	 it	
occurred; the reason for same; the policy the appointment was based on; the person that approved 
the appointment; and if he plans to make such an appointment. — Brendan Howlin. [11985/18]

*125. To ask the Taoiseach the media buying agency secured by the Strategic Communications 
Unit;	 and	 the	amount	 spent	on	 the	promoting	or	 communicating	 the	NDP	and	NPF	before	and	
since	its	launch	date	in	national,	regional,	local	newspapers	and	or	free	sheets.	—	Micheál	Martin.	
[11986/18]

*126. To ask the Taoiseach the amount spent by the Strategic Communications Unit on promoting 
advertising	and	information	campaigns	on	social	media	sites	regarding	the	NDP	and	NPF;	and	the	
length of time this will continue. — Micheál Martin. [11987/18]

*127.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	the	Strategic	Communications	Unit	targeted	specific	population	
groups	on	communicating	the	NDP	and	NPF.	—	Micheál	Martin.	[11988/18]

*128. To ask the Taoiseach the rationale of the Strategic Communications Unit targeting groups 
on	specific	information	following	budget	2018.	—	Micheál	Martin.	[11989/18]

*129. To ask the Taoiseach if the Strategic Communications Unit had particular discussions on 
the use of pictures of Government politicians or other types of pictures in the information campaign 
and articles in the national and regional newspapers. — Micheál Martin. [11990/18]

*130.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	he	has	satisfied	himself	that	all	Public	Appointments	Service	and	
TLAC procedures were adhered to in the appointment of a person (details supplied) to the Strategic 
Communications Unit; the duration of their contract; and if there is an optional extension of the 
contract. — Catherine Murphy. [11991/18]

*131. To ask the Taoiseach the number of contracts and description of each contract entered 
into	 by	 the	 Strategic	 Communications	Unit	with	 individual	 journalists,	 freelance	 or	 otherwise,	
for providing content or entering partnership agreements or another purpose. — Thomas Byrne. 
[11992/18]

*132. To ask the Taoiseach the way in which civil service staff were redeployed into the Strategic 
Communications	Unit	in	his	Department;	the	organisational	structure	of	that	section;	the	grades	of	
staff; the number of non-civil service staff in the unit; and the reporting structure for those staff. — 
Catherine Murphy. [11993/18]

*133. To ask the Taoiseach the staff complement within the Strategic Communications Unit; the 
grades and roles and roles of each; the staff that are existing civil servants; the number that have 
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been brought in from outside the civil service; and the salary costs of same. — Róisín Shortall. 
[12005/18]

*134. To ask the Taoiseach the status of the senior counsel review of the way in which the 
Department	of	Justice	and	Equality	dealt	with	document	requests	from	the	Disclosures	Tribunal;	if	
the	report	has	been	finalised;	and	when	he	plans	to	publish	same.	—	Róisín	Shortall.	[12006/18]

*135. To ask the Taoiseach if content partnership agreements were entered into with broadcast 
media	or	social	media	in	respect	of	Project	Ireland	2040	similar	to	content	partnership	agreements	
entered into with print media. — Thomas Byrne. [12007/18]

*136.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	costs	of	the	launch	of	the	NDP	and	NPF	in	County	Sligo;	if	it	
included photography; and if this was extra or included. — Micheál Martin. [12056/18]

*137. To ask the Taoiseach the cost of the tender for research by a company (details supplied); 
the persons involved in drawing up the terms of the research; the dates it was undertaken; when it 
was	completed;	and	when	it	was	sent	to	his	Department.	—	Micheál	Martin.	[12057/18]

*138. To ask the Taoiseach the plans the Strategic Communications Unit has to integrate creative 
and	digital	campaign	services;	and	the	person	that	finalised	the	terms	of	the	contract	awarded	to	a	
company (details supplied). — Micheál Martin. [12058/18]

*139. To ask the Taoiseach the background to awarding the contract to a company (details 
supplied) for the provision of media strategy planning and buying services; and the person that will 
oversee the terms. — Micheál Martin. [12059/18]

*140. To ask the Taoiseach the details of the contract awarded to a company (details supplied) 
for the provision of marketing pitch specialist services; and the length of this contract. — Micheál 
Martin. [12060/18]

*141. To ask the Taoiseach the details of the contract awarded to a company (details supplied) 
for	 the	 development	 of	 an	 identity	 system	 for	 rollout	 to	 all	 Departments.	—	Micheál	Martin.	
[12061/18]

*142. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the provision of digital services and a company 
(details supplied). — Micheál Martin. [12062/18]

*143.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	payments	made	by	his	Department	for	his	mobile	phone	costs.	
— Niall Collins. [12267/18]

*144.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	his	or	the	attention	of	his	officials	was	drawn	to	a	briefing	given	
to a person (details supplied) in relation to the Strategic Communications Unit. — Niall Collins. 
[12268/18]

*145. To ask the Taoiseach the role envisaged by the Strategic Communications Unit towards 
the commitment in Enterprise 2025 Renewed to accelerate efforts to diversify source markets for 
FDI,	supported	by	stronger	cross-Government	strategic	communications;	if	meetings	have	taken	
place	between	the	unit	and	other	Departmental	officials	and	Ministerial	advisers	in	addition	to	State	
agencies	 regarding	 this	objective;	and	 the	budget	allocation	 for	 this	objective	 in	2018.	—	Niall	
Collins. [13020/18]
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*146. To ask the Taoiseach the plans of the Strategic Communications Unit to coordinate a 
national	Brexit	preparedness	public	information	and	awareness	campaign	in	2018	as	confirmed	in	
Enterprise	2025	Renewed;	the	specific	Department	budget	allocated	towards	this	objective	in	2018;	
the	amount	expended	to	date;	and	the	number	of	meetings	with	other	Departmental	officials	and	
Ministerial advisers in addition to State agencies to date on this campaign in tabular form. — Niall 
Collins. [13021/18]

*147. To ask the Taoiseach the details of the contracts with companies (details supplied); the 
date the tender was advertised; the date the tender closed; the number of companies bidding; and 
the value of each contract awarded. — Micheál Martin. [13022/18]

*148.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	projects	mentioned	in	the	National	Development	Plan	2018	to	
2027	that	come	under	his	Department’s	remit	or	bodies	under	its	aegis;	and	the	estimated	completion	
dates	for	each	project	in	tabular	form.	—	Niall	Collins.	[13023/18]

*149.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	publications,	print	media	or	otherwise	in	which	advertisements	
were	 placed	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 Project	 Ireland	 2040	 plan;	 and	 the	 costs	 associated	 with	 each	
advertisement. — John Brady. [12545/18]

*150. To ask the Taoiseach the amount spent on the Strategic Communications Unit since its 
introduction. — John Brady. [12544/18]

*151.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	status	of	successful	tenders	(details	supplied)	that	the	Office	of	
Government	Procurement	ran	on	behalf	of	his	Department;	the	amount	agreed	for	each	successful	
tender to carry out the provision for services; when each provision of service will be completed; 
and the date for publication. — Niall Collins. [12747/18]

*152. To ask the Taoiseach the details of each non-civil service appointment he has made to a 
role	in	his	Department;	the	persons	appointed;	the	role,	qualifications	and	salary	of	each;	and	the	
guidelines that apply in respect of party political fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. [13166/18]

*153.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	the	classification	of	the	entertainment	sector	in	the	National	Accounts.	
— Anne Rabbitte. [11996/18]

Chun an Taoiseach agus Aire Cosanta: To the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence.

*154.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	the	Defence	Forces	are	not	permitted	to	
retain	intellectual	property	and	the	associated	income	in	cases	in	which	they	contribute	innovation,	
ideas	and	technology	to	joint	projects	with	industry	partners.	—	Lisa	Chambers.	[13042/18]

*155.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	steps	that	have	and	will	be	been	taken	
to ensure that companies here have the full support of all relevant State agencies in particular 
Enterprise	Ireland	and	the	IDA	in	accessing	PESCO	projects	(details	supplied)	and	funding;	and	
if Irish companies will be assured that they will not be placed at a competitive disadvantage or 
precluded from these opportunities. — Lisa Chambers. [13043/18]

*156.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	discussions	or	interactions	he	has	had	
with	other	Departments	and	State	agencies	in	relation	to	PESCO	and	Ireland’s	access	to	research	
and	development	and	project	funding;	and	the	steps	being	taken	to	apply	for	such	funding.	—	Lisa	
Chambers. [13044/18]
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*157.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	his	attention	has	been	drawn	to	the	case	
of	 a	person	 (details	 supplied);	 and	his	 plans	 to	 review	 the	 limits	 for	 the	Donegal	humanitarian	
scheme	in	this	case.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[13075/18]

*158.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 and	Minister	 for	 Defence	 the	 number	 of	 promotional	 positions	
waiting	to	be	filled	throughout	the	Defence	Forces;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13107/18]

*159.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	extent	to	which	Army,	Naval	Service	
and Air Corps training continues to be in line with modern and international best practice; if 
particular procedures are shown to be in need of updating; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13108/18]

*160.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	number	of	women	in	each	branch	of	the	
Defence	Forces	at	all	ranks;	the	extent	to	which	these	numbers	have	fluctuated	in	each	of	the	past	
five	years	to	date;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13109/18]

*161.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	extent	to	which	the	budget	available	to	
his	Department	remains	sufficient	to	meet	requirements	in	the	course	of	2018;	and	if	he	will	make	
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13110/18]

*162.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	degree	to	which	training	of	the	Army,	
Naval Service and Air Corps including Reserves is scheduled in the course of the next three years; 
the extent to which such ongoing training meets international best practice; and if he will make a 
statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13111/18]

*163.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	extent	to	which	the	Defence	Forces	are	
adequately equipped to deal with emergencies in respect of which they might be called upon; and 
if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13112/18]

*164.	 To	 ask	 the	Taoiseach	 and	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	 extent	 to	which	 specialist	 skills	 in	
dealing	with	security	threats	remain	available	to	the	Army,	Naval	Service	and	Air	Corps;	and	if	he	
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13113/18]

*165.	 To	ask	 the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	extent	 to	which	 the	Air	Corps	 and	
Naval Service continue to cooperate in air and sea rescue missions; and if he will make a statement 
on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13114/18]

*166.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	his	plans	to	participate	with	other	European	
countries engaged in peace keeping and or peace enforcement throughout the EU and other 
countries;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13115/18]

*167.	 To	ask	 the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	 for	Defence	 the	extent	 to	which	membership	of	 the	
local	Defence	Forces	continues	to	be	maintained	at	a	required	level;	the	extent	to	which	ongoing	
training standards and requirements are met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13116/18]

*168.	 To	 ask	 the	 Taoiseach	 and	 Minister	 for	 Defence	 the	 details	 of	 each	 non-civil	 service	
appointment	he	has	made	to	a	role	in	his	Department;	the	persons	appointed;	the	role,	qualifications	
and salary of each; and the guidelines that apply in respect of party political fundraising. — Róisín 
Shortall. [13156/18]
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Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha agus Trádála: To the Tánaiste and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade.

*169. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the details of each non-
civil	 service	 appointment	 he	 has	made	 to	 a	 role	 in	 his	Department;	 the	 persons	 appointed;	 the	
role,	qualifications	and	salary	of	each;	and	the	guidelines	that	apply	in	respect	of	party	political	
fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. [13160/18]

*170. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if a person that is travelling 
in	over	three	weeks	time	can	book	an	appointment	with	the	Passport	Office	regarding	a	first	time	
passport application for an infant; and if this application will be processed. — Shane Cassells. 
[13199/18]

*171. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if proposals have been 
put recently to the United States administration in relation to immigration reform with particular 
reference to the undocumented Irish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Smith. [13216/18]

*172.	 To	ask	the	Tánaiste	and	Minister	for	Foreign	Affairs	and	Trade	the	efforts	his	Department	
can make with regard to attempting to ensure that fair access is permitted to all political parties and 
political leaders in order to participate in parliamentary democratic elections in Bangladesh; and 
his views on the political situation in Bangladesh. — Tony McLoughlin. [13230/18]

*173. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the target and actual 
turnaround time for passport applications across all passport services in tabular form; and if he will 
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darragh	O’Brien.	[13231/18]

*174. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of passport 
applications	received	to	date	in	2018;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darragh	
O’Brien.	[13232/18]

*175. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of passport 
applications received from Britain and Northern Ireland in each of the years 2012 to 2017 and to 
date	in	2018;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darragh	O’Brien.	[13233/18]

*176. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of full time 
equivalent	staff	permanently	employed	by	his	Department	and	assigned	to	the	passport	service	in	
each of the years 2012 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
—	Darragh	O’Brien.	[13234/18]

*177. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his views on the concerns 
outlined recently in a report by the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission and the Human 
Rights and Equality Commission here in relation to human rights protections as provided for under 
the Good Friday Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. 
[13236/18]

Chun an Aire Airgeadais: To the Minister for Finance.

*178.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Finance	 the	 number	 of	 requests	 for	 additional	 funding,	 staff	
resources	or	expertise	that	have	been	made	by	the	Office	of	the	Financial	Services	and	Pensions	
Ombudsman	since	January	2016;	the	purpose	of	the	requested	additional	funding,	staff	resources	
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or	expertise;	the	response	of	his	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13146/18]

*179. To ask the Minister for Finance his views on a proposal by an organisation (details 
supplied) regarding the VAT threshold for publicans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Healy-Rae. [13024/18]

*180. To ask the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a bank 
(details supplied) applies a 20% derating factor as part of its lending criteria to persons whose 
employment income is derived in Northern Ireland; his plans to address same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Charlie McConalogue. [13080/18]

*181. To ask the Minister for Finance the reason the value of a site is taken into account in the 
calculation of the loan to value ratio for the help to buy scheme in cases in which a family member 
has gifted a site for a single house to a family member with no need to borrow against the value of 
the site; his views on whether this will make the scheme inaccessible to many persons; and if he 
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[13121/18]

*182. To ask the Minister for Finance the details of each non-civil service appointment he has 
made	 to	 a	 role	 in	 his	Department;	 the	 persons	 appointed;	 the	 role,	 qualifications	 and	 salary	 of	
each; and the guidelines that apply in respect of party political fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. 
[13159/18]

*183. To ask the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to the threat posed to the 
good cause fund generated by the National Lottery in accordance with the National Lottery Act 
2013 by unregulated offshore bet-on-lottery operators; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Anne Rabbitte. [13176/18]

*184. To ask the Minister for Finance his plans to tackle the growing threat posed to the good 
cause fund by offshore bet-on-lottery operators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Anne Rabbitte. [13177/18]

*185. To ask the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to the fact that unregulated 
offshore bet-on-lottery operators are using a legislative loophole through a remote bookmaker 
licence	issued	by	the	Irish	National	Excise	Licence	Office	to	offer	bets	on	the	National	Lottery	and	
EuroMillions consequently posing a threat to the good cause fund; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Anne Rabbitte. [13178/18]

*186. To ask the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to the fact that through a 
remote	bookmaker’s	licence	issued	by	the	Irish	National	Excise	Licence	Office	offshore	bet-on-
lottery companies are operating here under no regulatory authority or regime; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Anne Rabbitte. [13179/18]

Chun an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe: To the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform.

*187. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further to Parliamentary Question 
Nos.	91	of	23	November	2017	and	68	of	17	January	2018,	the	status	of	lands	at	a	location	(details	
supplied) for which Fingal County Council has sought a deed of waiver in order to transfer the land 
to	its	ownership;	the	timeframe	for	his	Department	to	make	a	decision	and	respond	to	the	Council;	
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13132/18]
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*188. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of requests for 
additional	 funding,	 staff	 resources	 or	 expertise	 that	 have	 been	made	 by	 the	 Central	 Bank	 and	
Financial Services Authority of Ireland since January 2016; the purpose of the requested additional 
funding,	 staff	 resources	or	 expertise;	 the	 response	of	his	Department	 to	 each	 request	 in	 tabular	
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13141/18]

*189. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of requests for 
additional	funding,	staff	resources	or	expertise	that	have	been	made	by	the	Commission	for	Public	
Service	Appointments	since	January	2016;	the	purpose	of	the	requested	additional	funding,	staff	
resources	or	expertise;	the	response	of	his	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13142/18]

*190. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of requests for 
additional	 funding,	staff	 resources	or	expertise	 that	have	been	made	by	 the	Standards	 in	Public	
Office	 Commission	 since	 January	 2016;	 the	 purpose	 of	 the	 requested	 additional	 funding,	 staff	
resources	or	expertise;	the	response	of	his	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	
will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13143/18]

*191. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of requests for additional 
funding,	staff	resources	or	expertise	that	have	been	made	by	the	Office	of	the	Ombudsman	since	
January	2016;	 the	purpose	of	 the	 requested	additional	 funding,	 staff	 resources	or	 expertise;	 the	
response	of	his	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13145/18]

*192. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the details of each non-civil service 
appointment	he	has	made	to	a	role	in	his	Department;	the	persons	appointed;	the	role,	qualifications	
and salary of each; and the guidelines that apply in respect of party political fundraising. — Róisín 
Shortall. [13164/18]

Chun an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna: To the Minister for Education and Skills.

*193.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	and	Skills	the	progress	made	to	date	by	his	Department	
in releasing its interest in a building (details supplied). — John Curran. [12998/18]

*194. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills when approval for stage 2B will issue for a 
project	(details	supplied).	—	John	Curran.	[12999/18]

*195. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills if he will address a matter (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [13002/18]

*196. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills if capital funding will be made available to a 
school (details supplied) in view of increasing enrolments and inadequate accommodation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Charlie McConalogue. [13050/18]

*197. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills if an appeal by a school (details supplied) will 
be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Charlie McConalogue. [13051/18]

*198. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the national schools in County Clare with 
ASD	units;	the	capacities,	enrolments	and	associated	staff	numbers	for	same;	his	plans	for	projected	
future requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joe Carey. [13055/18]



1200

*199. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills if assistance is available for a student (details 
supplied)	in	County	Kildare.	—	Sean	Sherlock.	[13071/18]

*200. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills when approval will be given to pre-qualify 
contractors	for	a	new	school	building	(details	supplied)	 in	County	Donegal.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	
[13076/18]

*201. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an application for funding by a 
school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mary Butler. [13078/18]

*202. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a development for a new school 
(details supplied) in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. 
[13082/18]

*203. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding the intake of students 
for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mary Butler. 
[13095/18]

*204. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills if an appeal by a school (details supplied) 
in	County	Donegal	will	be	considered	in	view	of	its	need	for	extra	staffing;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Thomas Pringle. [13096/18]

*205. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cén uair a cheadófar airgead chun 
síneadh a chur le scoil agus chun athchóiriú a dhéanamh uirthi freisin; cén fáth a bhfuil moill leis 
an	gceadú	sin;	agus	an	ndéanfaidh	sé	ráiteas	ina	thaobh.	—	Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[13122/18]

*206.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	and	Skills	if	his	Department	is	in	ownership	of	a	common	
area (details supplied). — Thomas Byrne. [13150/18]

*207. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the details of each non-civil service 
appointment	he	has	made	to	a	role	in	his	Department;	the	persons	appointed;	the	role,	qualifications	
and salary of each; and the guidelines that apply in respect of party political fundraising. — Róisín 
Shortall. [13157/18]

*208.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	and	Skills	if	the	date	for	profiling	commencement	of	
construction of a school (details supplied) from Q3 2019 will be reconsidered in view of the fact 
that the design team has indicated that it may be ready to commence construction by late 2018 or 
Q1 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Martin Heydon. [13172/18]

*209. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the payments made to members of the Houses 
of	the	Oireachtas	under	the	Oireachtas	leave	scheme	for	teachers	in	each	of	the	years	1985	to	2000,	
by	school	in	tabular	form.	—	Kathleen	Funchion.	[13185/18]

*210. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills if primary schools are encouraged to 
participate in health screening carried out by the HSE; the reason a school would not participate in 
this	programme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Billy	Kelleher.	[13204/18]

*211.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Education	and	Skills	if	a	record	is	held	within	his	Department	of	
schools	that	do	or	do	not	participate	in	HSE	health	screening;	if	so,	the	details	of	the	schools	by	
county	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Billy	Kelleher.	[13205/18]
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*212. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the timeframe to secure a site for a school 
(details supplied) in view of the fact that the situation has been ongoing for some time; and if he 
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Margaret	Murphy	O’Mahony.	[13240/18]

Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais: To the Minister for Justice and Equality.

*213. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason there are no registered solicitors on 
the free legal aid list for County Meath. — Peadar Tóibín. [13004/18]

*214.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	and	Equality	the	number	of	gardaí	in	each	Garda	Division	
in	the	Dublin	region	that	took	the	mountain	bike	course	in	2016,	2017	and	to	date	in	2018;	and	if	
he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[13037/18]

*215. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new marked large Garda public 
order	vans	that	came	into	the	fleet	in	2016,	2017	and	to	date	in	2018;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on	the	matter.	—	Jim	O’Callaghan.	[13038/18]

*216. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of families in a direct provision 
centre	(details	supplied)	in	Dublin	22	by	size	and	number	of	children;	the	number	with	leave	to	
remain; the reason for the recent transfer of 50 families from another centre; when the contract for 
the	direct	provision	centre	ends;	and	his	plans	for	its	renewal.	—	Eoin	Ó	Broin.	[13052/18]

*217. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount paid to contractors for information 
technology services by An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2009 to 2017; the contractors 
engaged;	 the	 amount	 paid;	 if	 the	 contractors	 engaged	 are	 subject	 to	 extensions	 of	 the	 original	
contract	period;	if	he	is	satisfied	that	public	procurement	rules	were	adhered	to	fully	when	engaging	
contractors for ICT services over the period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Catherine Murphy. [13079/18]

*218.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	and	Equality	if	his	Department	will	make	the	various	expert	
reports	commissioned	to	assist	the	Tribunal	of	Inquiry	on	the	fire	at	the	Stardust,	Artane,	Dublin	
5 in 1981 publicly available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Micheál Martin. 
[13089/18]

*219.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	and	Equality	if	his	Department	will	make	the	expert	report	
of	a	person	(details	supplied)	submitted	to	the	Tribunal	of	Inquiry	on	the	fire	at	the	Stardust,	Artane,	
Dublin	5	in	1981	publicly	available;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Micheál	
Martin. [13090/18]

*220.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	and	Equality	if	his	Department	will	make	the	expert	report	
of	a	person	(details	supplied)	submitted	to	assist	the	Tribunal	of	Inquiry	on	the	fire	at	the	Stardust,	
Artane,	Dublin	5	 in	1981	publicly	available;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Micheál Martin. [13091/18]

*221.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	and	Equality	if	his	Department	will	make	the	expert	report	
of	a	person	(details	supplied)	submitted	to	assist	the	Tribunal	of	Inquiry	on	the	fire	at	the	Stardust,	
Artane,	Dublin	5	 in	1981	publicly	available;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Micheál Martin. [13092/18]

*222.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	and	Equality	if	his	Department	will	make	the	expert	report	
of	a	person	(details	supplied)	submitted	to	assist	the	Tribunal	of	Inquiry	on	the	fire	at	the	Stardust,	
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Artane,	Dublin	5	 in	1981	publicly	available;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Micheál Martin. [13093/18]

*223. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality the correspondence he has had with OLAF 
regarding its investigation into the banking arrangements of An Garda Síochána; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13148/18]

*224. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of each non-civil service appointment 
he	has	made	to	a	role	in	his	Department;	the	persons	appointed;	the	role,	qualifications	and	salary	
of each; and the guidelines that apply in respect of party political fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. 
[13163/18]

*225. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason there will only be one service 
provider	per	Garda	Division	(details	supplied).	—	Joan	Collins.	[13174/18]

*226. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality if an application for a visa by a person 
(details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Tom Neville. 
[13175/18]

*227. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamentary Question No. 273 
of	29	November	2017,	if	he	will	instruct	the	Chief	State	Solicitors	Office	to	make	an	appropriate	
payment in view of the conclusion of a High Court case (details supplied). — Mick Barry. 
[13224/18]

Chun an Aire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta: To the Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation.

*228.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Business,	Enterprise	and	Innovation	the	number	of	requests	for	
additional	 funding,	 staff	 resources	 or	 expertise	 that	 have	 been	made	 by	 the	Health	 and	 Safety	
Authority	since	January	2016;	the	purpose	of	the	requested	additional	funding,	staff	resources	or	
expertise;	the	response	of	her	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	form;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13136/18]

*229.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Business,	 Enterprise	 and	 Innovation	 the	 number	 of	 requests	
for	additional	funding,	staff	resources	or	expertise	that	have	been	made	by	the	Competition	and	
Consumer	Protection	Authority	since	January	2016;	the	purpose	of	the	requested	additional	funding,	
staff	resources	or	expertise;	the	response	of	her	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	form;	and	if	
she will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13137/18]

*230.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Business,	Enterprise	and	Innovation	the	number	of	requests	for	
additional	 funding,	 staff	 resources	or	expertise	 that	have	been	made	by	 the	Labour	Court	 since	
January	2016;	 the	purpose	of	 the	 requested	additional	 funding,	 staff	 resources	or	 expertise;	 the	
response	of	her	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	from;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13138/18]

*231.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Business,	Enterprise	and	 Innovation	 the	suite	of	measures	and	
supports she has available and plans to introduce to encourage existing businesses and new business 
start-ups take up live occupancy of vacant commercial properties that are having an impact on the 
viability of existing enterprises along the urban streetscapes and other shopping and commercial 
zones.	—	Caoimhghín	Ó	Caoláin.	[13025/18]
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*232.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Business,	 Enterprise	 and	 Innovation	 the	 details	 of	 each	 non-
civil	service	appointment	she	has	made	 to	a	 role	 in	her	Department;	 the	persons	appointed;	 the	
role,	qualifications	and	salary	of	each;	and	the	guidelines	that	apply	in	respect	of	party	political	
fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. [13152/18]

*233.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Business,	 Enterprise	 and	 Innovation	 the	 percentage	 of	 IDA	
supported	jobs	in	the	south	east	as	a	proportion	of	all	IDA	supported	jobs;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — James Browne. [13187/18]

*234.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Business,	Enterprise	and	Innovation	the	regions	that	have	not	met	
their	regional	action	plan	for	jobs	target;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	James	
Browne. [13189/18]

Chun an Aire Sláinte: To the Minister for Health.

*235.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Health	 the	 number	 of	 requests	 for	 additional	 funding,	 staff	
resources or expertise that have been made by Food Safety Authority of Ireland since January 
2016;	the	purpose	of	the	requested	additional	funding,	staff	resources	or	expertise;	the	response	of	
his	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Róisín Shortall. [13144/18]

*236. To ask the Minister for Health if works to be completed in a facility (details supplied) for 
persons with disabilities will be completed in a timely manner in view of the fact that the disability 
services team have reverted to a foundation with a recommendation that the remaining works 
should proceed to completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Margaret Murphy 
O’Mahony.	[13235/18]

*237. To ask the Minister for Health when a decision will issue regarding an application by a 
person (details supplied) for a home care package; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— John Curran. [13001/18]

*238. To ask the Minister for Health when additional home care hours will be made available 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Curran. 
[13013/18]

*239. To ask the Minister for Health the status of the reimbursement of the Freestyle Libre Flash 
glucose	monitoring	systems	for	diabetics;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Darragh	
O’Brien.	[13014/18]

*240. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to address issues raised (details supplied) in an 
audit of neurology services here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd 
Barrett. [13018/18]

*241. To ask the Minister for Health when additional investment will be provided for services 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [13019/18]

*242.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	reason	CORU	will	not	recognise	qualifications	certified	
by	an	organisation	(details	supplied);	the	reason	it	will	not	include	the	organisation’s	members	in	
its regulation process; if his attention has been drawn to the potential impacts on members seeking 
employment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [13035/18]
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*243. To ask the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will be facilitated at a 
community	hospital.	—	Kevin	O’Keeffe.	[13040/18]

*244. To ask the Minister for Health when the process for developing a better procurement 
system	for	drugs	announced	in	November	2017	will	commence.	—	Billy	Kelleher.	[13041/18]

*245. To ask the Minister for Health if an operation will be arranged for a person (details 
supplied); the waiting times for such operations; and his plans to reduce the waiting times. — John 
McGuinness. [13049/18]

*246.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	when	a	person	(details	supplied)	in	Country	Donegal	was	
first	referred	to	a	pain	management	specialist;	when	they	will	receive	an	appointment	to	attend	such	
a	specialist;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[13054/18]

*247. To ask the Minister for Health the number of nurses waiting on panels for a CAMHS 
position. — James Browne. [13064/18]

*248. To ask the Minister for Health the number of community CAMHS nursing positions 
advertised in 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of applications received for same; and the 
number	of	positions	filled.	—	James	Browne.	[13065/18]

*249.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	the	number	of	community	CAMHS	nursing	positions	filled;	
and the number of community CAMHS nursing positions required to reach the level recommended 
in A Vision for Change by CHO in tabular form. — James Browne. [13066/18]

*250. To ask the Minister for Health when an outpatients appointment will be made for a person 
(details supplied); and if the case will be examined. — John Curran. [13068/18]

*251.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	when	a	person	(details	supplied)	in	County	Kildare	will	
receive an appointment for a medical procedure. — Sean Sherlock. [13072/18]

*252. To ask the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment for a person (details supplied) will 
be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Robert Troy. [13083/18]

*253. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons in County Clare that received the 
motorised transport grant and the mobility allowance in 2013; when the motorised transport grant 
will be replaced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Maurice Quinlivan. [13084/18]

*254. To ask the Minister for Health if funding has been allocated for a helipad at Cork University 
Hospital;	and	when	the	project	will	be	completed	and	operational.	—	Donnchadh	Ó	Laoghaire.	
[13087/18]

*255. To ask the Minister for Health if he will reinstate the funding for the Versatis patches in 
view of cases similar to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael Healy-Rae. [13131/18]

*256. To ask the Minister for Health the status of an issue raised in correspondence (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13133/18]

*257. To ask the Minister for Health the details of each non-civil service appointment he has 
made	 to	 a	 role	 in	 his	Department;	 the	 persons	 appointed;	 the	 role,	 qualifications	 and	 salary	 of	
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each; and the guidelines that apply in respect of party political fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. 
[13161/18]

*258. To ask the Minister for Health if a school (details supplied) is one of the participating 
schools	in	the	HSE	health	screening	programme;	if	not,	the	reason	therefor;	the	efforts	that	have	
been made to provide screening for the students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Billy	Kelleher.	[13200/18]

*259. To ask the Minister for Health the efforts being made by the HSE to encourage primary 
schools to participate in the health screening programme; if the HSE has a record of primary schools 
that	do	not	participate;	if	so,	the	detail	of	same;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Billy	Kelleher.	[13201/18]

*260. To ask the Minister for Health if there is a vacancy for a home help organiser in the south 
Lee	area	in	County	Cork;	if	so,	the	length	of	time	the	vacancy	has	existed;	the	way	in	which	these	
responsibilities	have	been	handled	in	the	interim;	and	the	plans	that	exist	to	fill	this	vacancy.	—	
Donnchadh	Ó	Laoghaire.	[13208/18]

*261. To ask the Minister for Health the number of new applications for home help that were 
approved	but	not	allocated	due	to	financial	constraints	in	the	south	and	north	Lee	areas	in	County	
Cork	in	each	of	the	past	six	months,	in	tabular	form.	—	Donnchadh	Ó	Laoghaire.	[13209/18]

*262. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons approved for home help that are 
awaiting allocation of home help in the south and north Lee areas of County Cork; and the way in 
which	this	compares	to	the	same	date	in	2017.	—	Donnchadh	Ó	Laoghaire.	[13210/18]

*263. To ask the Minister for Health the average number of hours per week each home help 
worker	works	 in	 the	 south	 and	 north	 Lee	 areas	 of	 County	Cork.	—	Donnchadh	Ó	 Laoghaire.	
[13211/18]

*264. To ask the Minister for Health the average number of hours per week each person in 
receipt	of	home	help	receives	in	the	south	and	north	Lee	areas	of	County	Cork.	—	Donnchadh	Ó	
Laoghaire. [13212/18]

*265. To ask the Minister for Health the number of new applications for home help that have 
been made but are awaiting approval in the south and north Lee areas in County Cork in each of the 
past	six	months	in	tabular	form.	—	Donnchadh	Ó	Laoghaire.	[13213/18]

*266. To ask the Minister for Health if health related residential accommodation will be provided 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mick Barry. 
[13225/18]

*267. To ask the Minister for Health if routine blood tests are covered by the medical card 
following media reports indicating many general practitioners are charging medical card patients 
for blood tests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [13226/18]

*268. To ask the Minister for Health if the necessary additional resources will be provided for 
improvement in the delivery of services for children in counties Cavan and Monaghan (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [13229/18]
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Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

*269.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 his	 plans	 for	 initiatives	 to	
encourage coursing clubs to transition from live coursing to drag coursing (details supplied). — 
Clare	Daly.	[13029/18]

*270.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	his	plans	to	introduce	a	snow	
damage relief measure in response to the localised severe snow experienced in County Wexford 
with	a	view	to	providing	financial	assistance	to	crop	growers	for	direct	costs	arising	from	the	loss	of	
crops	and	or	structures	such	as	polytunnels,	glasshouses	and	sheds;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	
on the matter. — James Browne. [13017/18]

*271.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	Food	and	 the	Marine	 the	status	of	an	appeal	by	a	
company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Charlie McConalogue. 
[13056/18]

*272.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	Marine	 if	 a	 further	 review	 of	 the	
entitlements of person (details supplied) will be carried out under the basic payment scheme 
allocated to same in 2015/2016; if an oral hearing will be held if necessary to ensure as thorough a 
review as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bobby Aylward. [13117/18]

*273.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	a	confidential	phone	line	will	
be	established	within	his	Department	for	persons	with	literacy	or	learning	difficulties	or	that	have	
problems	with	understanding	or	interpreting	his	Department’s	cross	compliance	handbook;	and	if	
he will make a statement on the matter. — Bobby Aylward. [13118/18]

*274.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	if	he	has	satisfied	himself	that	the	
appointment	of	two	access	officers	is	sufficient	in	providing	assistance	to	persons	with	disabilities	
that	contact	his	Department;	if	the	two	access	officers	have	received	sufficient	training	in	assisting	
persons	 with	 literacy	 or	 learning	 difficulties	 that	 may	 have	 problems	 with	 understanding	 or	
interpreting	his	Department’s	rules	and	regulations;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
— Bobby Aylward. [13119/18]

*275.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Agriculture,	Food	and	the	Marine	the	number	of	applicants	under	
the knowledge transfer scheme; the payments to date; the timeframe for certain payments; and if he 
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pat	Deering.	[13124/18]

*276.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Agriculture,	 Food	 and	 the	 Marine	 the	 details	 of	 each	 non-
civil	 service	 appointment	 he	 has	made	 to	 a	 role	 in	 his	Department;	 the	 persons	 appointed;	 the	
role,	qualifications	and	salary	of	each;	and	the	guidelines	that	apply	in	respect	of	party	political	
fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. [13151/18]

Chun an Aire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na hAeráide agus Comhshaoil: To the Minister for 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

*277.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Communications,	Climate	Action	and	Environment	the	number	of	
requests	for	additional	funding,	staff	resources	or	expertise	that	have	been	made	by	the	Commission	
for Communications Regulation since January 2016; the purpose of the requested additional 
funding,	 staff	 resources	or	 expertise;	 the	 response	of	his	Department	 to	 each	 request	 in	 tabular	
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13134/18]
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*278.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Communications,	Climate	Action	and	Environment	the	number	of	
requests	for	additional	funding,	staff	resources	or	expertise	that	have	been	made	by	the	Commission	
for	Energy	Regulation	since	January	2016;	the	purpose	of	the	requested	additional	funding,	staff	
resources	or	expertise;	the	response	of	his	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13135/18]

*279.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Communications,	Climate	Action	and	Environment	the	number	of	
requests	for	additional	funding,	staff	resources	or	expertise	that	have	been	made	by	the	EPA	since	
January	2016;	 the	purpose	of	 the	 requested	additional	 funding,	 staff	 resources	or	 expertise;	 the	
response	of	his	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	
matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13139/18]

*280.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Communications,	Climate	Action	and	Environment	the	date	for	the	
rollout of high speed broadband for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the	matter.	—	Billy	Kelleher.	[13088/18]

*281.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Communications,	Climate	Action	and	Environment	his	views	on	
the charging for the collection of recyclable waste; the risk of reducing the amount of recycling as 
a result; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Ruth Coppinger. [13123/18]

*282.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Communications,	Climate	Action	and	Environment	the	details	of	
each	non-civil	service	appointment	he	has	made	to	a	role	in	his	Department;	the	persons	appointed;	
the	role,	qualifications	and	salary	of	each;	and	the	guidelines	that	apply	in	respect	of	party	political	
fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. [13154/18]

*283.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Communications,	 Climate	Action	 and	 Environment	 if	 he	will	
report on the move by large waste management companies to charge for green bin collections; his 
views on whether this will discourage recycling; the steps he is taking to address same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas P. Broughan. [13182/18]

*284.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Communications,	 Climate	Action	 and	 Environment	 when	 the	
Commission for Regulation of Utilities will address escalating charges by waste management 
companies and produce its report on the pay by weight payment changes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Thomas P. Broughan. [13183/18]

*285.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Communications,	 Climate	Action	 and	 Environment	 if	 he	will	
report on his recent decision to ban coal burning here from September 2018; the impacts this will 
have on ordinary households and in particular on households enduring fuel poverty; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Thomas P. Broughan. [13184/18]

*286.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Communications,	Climate	Action	and	Environment	if	there	is	a	
register	or	other	collection	of	data	used	by	his	Department	to	identify	excess,	waste	or	surplus	heat	
in	industry	or	other	sectors;	if	this	data	is	mapped	by	his	Department	or	a	body	under	its	aegis;	and	
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [13206/18]

*287.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Communications,	Climate	Action	and	Environment	the	action	he	is	
taking to promote district heating here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Murphy. [13214/18]
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Chun an Aire Iompair, Turasóireachta agus Spóirt: To the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport.

*288.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	 his	 plans	 to	 publish	 the	 full	 list	
of successful appeals under the sports capital programme in addition to the list of unsuccessful 
appeals; and the reason given in each case. — Sean Sherlock. [13003/18]

*289.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	when	the	2018	sports	capital	grant	
will open for applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Eamon Scanlon. 
[13012/18]

*290.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	if	the	possibility	of	capping	motor	
insurance premiums at 150% of the vehicle value which is being insured for fully licenced drivers 
under 25 years of age will be examined. — Robert Troy. [13059/18]

*291.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport,	Tourism	 and	Sport	 if	 the	 rural	 taxi	 scheme	will	 be	
reviewed to make it more accessible to applicants; and his plans to consult with rural community 
organisations	to	ensure	the	scheme	is	fit	for	purpose	going	forward.	—	Robert	Troy.	[13060/18]

*292.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	his	plans	 for	 the	 introduction	of	
a travel pass for third level students which would allow unlimited use on all modes of public 
transport for a certain time period. — Robert Troy. [13061/18]

*293.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	the	outcome	of	a	meeting	he	had	with	
councillors	regarding	additional	funding	for	an	international	sporting	event	in	County	Donegal	in	
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [13070/18]

*294.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	the	regular	flight	plan	routes	into	
Dublin	Airport;	 if	 there	are	approach	routes	which	travel	over	Lusk;	 if	so,	 the	altitude	at	which	
aircraft	 should	fly	 if	approaching	over	Lusk;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	
Brendan Ryan. [13074/18]

*295.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	 the	number	of	 failures	 recorded	
by individual applicants for taxi and PSV licences in respect of local knowledge by county; if a 
particular reference such as applications (details supplied) are used by the examiners; if repeated 
failures of up to ten times has occurred in a particular county; the reason this should be the case in 
view of the availability of GPS technology; his views on whether the examination fee needs to be 
examined in view of the fact that it would appear to be a factor; and if he will make a statement on 
the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13081/18]

*296.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	the	number	of	persons	waiting	for	
tests	at	the	RSA	test	centre	in	Sarsfield	Road,	Cork;	and	the	average	waiting	time.	—	Donnchadh	
Ó	Laoghaire.	[13086/18]

*297.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	the	reason	the	NTA	did	not	consult	
with companies (details supplied) on charges; if the matter will be examined; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [13120/18]

*298.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Transport,	 Tourism	 and	 Sport	 the	 number	 of	 applications	 his	
Department	received	for	sports	capital	funding;	the	details	of	those	that	were	granted	and	refused	
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the	funding,	respectively;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Richard	Boyd	Barrett.	
[13130/18]

*299.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Transport,	 Tourism	 and	 Sport	 the	 public	 service	 obligations	
applicable	to	private	sports	clubs	which	receive	funding	under	the	sports	capital	grants,	for	example,	
the need for an element of public access at private golf clubs in receipt of sports capital funding 
which	charge	high	fees	for	persons	to	join;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Róisín	
Shortall. [13149/18]

*300.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	the	details	of	each	non-civil	service	
appointment	he	has	made	to	a	role	in	his	Department;	the	persons	appointed;	the	role,	qualifications	
and salary of each; and the guidelines that apply in respect of party political fundraising. — Róisín 
Shortall. [13167/18]

*301.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	the	reason	the	traffic	signs	manual	
published	by	his	Department	does	not	specify	that	Knock	and	Knock	airport	be	 included	on	all	
signposts	pointing	northwards	on	the	M17/N17	from	the	new	Rathmorrisey	junction	on	the	M6/
M17/M18	northwards;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[13171/18]

*302.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Transport,	Tourism	 and	Sport	 the	measures	 his	Department	 is	
taking to resolve the fault in the swimming pool in a centre (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [13228/18]

*303.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Transport,	Tourism	and	Sport	when	the	next	sports	and	community	
grants will be available to organisations and communities that wish to develop facilities; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Willie Penrose. [13237/18]

Chun an Aire Leanaí agus Gnóthaí Óige: To the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.

*304. To ask the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of requests for additional 
funding,	 staff	 resources	or	expertise	 that	have	been	made	by	 the	Office	of	 the	Ombudsman	 for	
Children	since	January	2016;	the	purpose	of	the	requested	additional,	funding	staff	resources	or	
expertise;	the	response	of	her	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	form;	and	if	she	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13147/18]

*305. To ask the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla will provide funding to a 
service (details supplied) to assist it to meet its running costs; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Tom Neville. [13053/18]

*306. To ask the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the details of each non-civil service 
appointment	she	has	made	to	a	role	in	her	Department;	the	persons	appointed;	the	role,	qualifications	
and salary of each; and the guidelines that apply in respect of party political fundraising. — Róisín 
Shortall. [13153/18]

Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

*307.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Rural	and	Community	Development	the	role	his	Department	will	
have in the interim review of the contract to supply library books for a service (details supplied); 
if concerns regarding non-adherence to the contract will be considered; if there has been an 
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amendment	 to	 the	contract;	 if	 the	knowledge	or	otherwise	of	 the	book	market	here,	support	for	
Irish publishers and the possible cultural loss will be reviewed; the date and process for the interim 
review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [13016/18]

*308.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Rural	 and	 Community	Development	 the	 details	 of	 each	 non-
civil	 service	 appointment	 he	 has	made	 to	 a	 role	 in	 his	Department;	 the	 persons	 appointed;	 the	
role,	qualifications	and	salary	of	each;	and	the	guidelines	that	apply	in	respect	of	party	political	
fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. [13165/18]

Chun an Aire Gnóthaí Fostaíochta agus Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection.

*309. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the percentage of youth 
unemployment in the south east; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — James Browne. 
[13188/18]

*310. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the status of a social 
welfare appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
James Lawless. [13011/18]

*311. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection when the national 
review of the operation and delivery of the Tús initiative will conclude; if Tús services in County 
Donegal	will	be	preserved	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Thomas Pringle. [13015/18]

*312. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection her plans to amend the 
Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2017 to reduce the look back reference period to 13 
months or less; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas P. Broughan. [13046/18]

*313. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection her plans to amend 
the Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2017 to narrow the bands of hours into which 
persons can be placed (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas 
P. Broughan. [13047/18]

*314. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection her plans to amend the 
Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2017 to ensure that casual workers are included in 
the prohibition on zero hour contracts; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas 
P. Broughan. [13048/18]

*315. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the progress to date 
in	 the	determination	of	an	application	for	 jobseeker’s	allowance	in	the	case	of	a	person	(details	
supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13077/18]

*316. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection if she will defer action 
to discontinue the adult dependent allowance payable to a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[13085/18]

*317. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the status of plans for 
the proposed increase from 16 to 18 years of age for a domiciliary care allowance; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [13097/18]
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*318. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection if services for children 
over 16 years of age will be extended to take into account private therapies paid for by the disability 
allowance payment if the age for domiciliary care allowance is increased to 18 years of age; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [13098/18]

*319. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection if the additional social 
welfare payments paid to disability allowance recipients will be extended to domiciliary care 
allowance	recipients,	such	as	the	fuel	allowance	and	free	travel,	when	a	child	reaches	16	years	of	
age,	if	the	age	for	domiciliary	care	allowance	is	increased	to	18	years	of	age;	and	if	she	will	make	
a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [13099/18]

*320.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Employment	Affairs	and	Social	Protection	if	a	carer’s	allowance	
or domiciliary care allowance will be included as a qualifying payment for the fuel allowance if the 
age for domiciliary care allowance is increased to 18 years of age; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — John Brady. [13100/18]

*321. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection if the age for 
domiciliary	care	allowance	is	increased	to	18	years	of	age,	the	health	services	that	will	be	affected	
by the extension; if access will remain to currently provided psychology services and occupational 
therapy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [13101/18]

*322. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection if there will be an impact 
on the disability access route to the education scheme if the age for domiciliary care allowance is 
increased to 18 years of age in view of the fact that an application could be made before the student 
turns 18 years of age without a disability allowance decision; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — John Brady. [13102/18]

*323. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection if domiciliary care 
allowance	(DCA)	will	carry	the	same	weight	as	disability	allowance	if	the	age	for	DCA	is	increased	
to	18	years	of	age	in	view	of	the	fact	that	DCA	is	based	on	the	level	of	care	and	not	the	actual	
disability; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [13103/18]

*324. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the reason Intreo is 
being tasked with disability services in view of the fact that other entities are better placed to meet 
the actual need of those living with a disability; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
John Brady. [13104/18]

*325. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the details of each 
non-civil	service	appointment	she	has	made	to	a	role	in	her	Department;	the	persons	appointed;	
the	role,	qualifications	and	salary	of	each;	and	the	guidelines	that	apply	in	respect	of	party	political	
fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. [13158/18]

Chun an Aire Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil: To the Minister for Housing, Planning and 
Local Government.

*326.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Planning	and	Local	Government	 if	he	will	address	a	
series	 of	matters	 relating	 to	 the	 enhanced	 leasing	 scheme	 (details	 supplied).	—	Eoin	Ó	Broin.	
[12008/18]
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*327.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Planning	and	Local	Government	the	number	of	requests	
for	additional	funding,	staff	resources	or	expertise	that	have	been	made	by	the	Residential	Tenancies	
Board	 since	 January	 2016;	 the	 purpose	 of	 the	 requested	 additional	 funding,	 staff	 resources	 or	
expertise;	the	response	of	his	Department	to	each	request	in	tabular	form;	and	if	he	will	make	a	
statement on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [13140/18]

*328.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Planning	 and	 Local	 Government	 his	 plans	 to	make	
changes to the BER system to incorporate district heating into that system; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [13207/18]

*329.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	 Planning	 and	Local	Government	 if	 his	 attention	 has	
been drawn to the fact that a number of persons that have used the Rebuilding Ireland home loan 
scheme online calculator are being contacted by local authorities and being advised that they may 
only	borrow	a	sum	that	is	significantly	short	of	the	amount	initially	calculated	in	view	of	the	fact	
that	 they	inputted	up	to	date	and	truthful	financial	figures;	 if	 the	online	calculator	is	 taking	into	
account and or is affected by the requirement for mortgage protection insurance; if the Rebuilding 
Ireland	home	loan	scheme	can	offer	amounts	comparable	with	bank	offerings	for	first	time	buyers;	
the	number	of	applications	made	for	the	scheme	by	the	offers	made,	draw	downs	and	applications	
declined by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [13026/18]

*330.	 To	ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	Planning	and	Local	Government	 if	 the	 standards	 for	
fire	detection	in	rented	accommodation	as	set	out	by	the	NSAI	and	referred	to	in	section	10,	Fire	
Safety,	in	SI	17/2017	will	be	made	available;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Noel	
Grealish. [13062/18]

*331.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Planning	and	Local	Government	if	a	redress	scheme	for	
families	with	homes	affected	by	MICA	defective	concrete	blocks	in	County	Donegal	and	by	pyrite	
in	County	Mayo	will	be	introduced.	—	Eoin	Ó	Broin.	[13063/18]

*332.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	 Planning	 and	Local	Government	 if	 his	 attention	 has	
been drawn to the practice by local authorities to issue the 2018 to 2019 Electoral Register in 
alphabetical order by surname rather than numerical order by address and that the revised manner 
in the compilation of the Register makes it unusable to public representatives; if local authorities 
are	instructed	by	his	Department	to	carry	out	same;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
— Joan Burton. [13067/18]

*333.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Housing,	 Planning	 and	Local	Government	 the	 details	 of	 each	
non-civil	service	appointment	he	has	made	to	a	role	in	his	Department;	the	persons	appointed;	the	
role,	qualifications	and	salary	of	each;	and	the	guidelines	that	apply	in	respect	of	party	political	
fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. [13162/18]

*334.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Planning	 and	 Local	 Government	 the	 reason	 carer’s	
allowance	paid	by	the	Department	of	Employment	Affairs	and	Social	Protection	is	not	considered	
income	under	the	new	home	loan	scheme	introduced	by	his	Department	in	view	of	the	fact	that	
private lenders will consider this as income for mortgage assessment purposes; and if he will make 
a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[13170/18]

*335.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Planning	and	Local	Government	 if	 the	 income	bands	
applicable to County Westmeath for social housing will be changed from band 3 to band 2 due to 
the crisis and escalating cost of living in the county; if the fact that counties such as Meath and 
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Kildare	are	in	band	1	due	to	their	proximity	to	Dublin	and	in	further	view	of	the	fact	that	County	
Westmeath borders these counties but yet remains in band 3 will be considered; if a motion passed 
by Westmeath County Council to request that this band is changed has been considered; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Peter Burke. [13173/18]

*336.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Planning	and	Local	Government	if	persons	that	previously	
owned a house and have gone through a legal separation are eligible to apply for a loan under the 
Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Sean 
Fleming. [13186/18]

*337.	 To	 ask	 the	 Minister	 for	 Housing,	 Planning	 and	 Local	 Government	 the	 number	 of	
enforcement notices issued by Roscommon County Council under section 154 of the Planning and 
Development	Act	2000,	specifically	relating	to	unauthorised	developments,	 in	each	of	 the	years	
2015 to 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Gerry Adams. [13191/18]

*338.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Planning	and	Local	Government	further	to	Parliamentary	
Question	No.	202	of	24	January	2018,	the	status	of	the	report	on	the	tenants	purchase	scheme;	and	
if he will make a statement on the matter. — Charlie McConalogue. [13192/18]

*339.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Planning	and	Local	Government	the	way	in	which	the	
potential for district heating is incorporated into building regulations in terms of allowing such a 
system to help developers meet compliance with sustainable energy criteria; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [13202/18]

*340.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Housing,	Planning	and	Local	Government	the	status	of	Maritime	
Area and Foreshore (Amendment) Bill (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Murphy. [13203/18]

Chun an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta: To the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht.

*341.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Culture,	Heritage	and	the	Gaeltacht	if	her	Department	contributed	
to an organisation (details supplied) in 2017 or 2018. — Niall Collins. [12269/18]

*342.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Culture,	Heritage	and	the	Gaeltacht	if	her	attention	has	been	drawn	
to	the	identity	of	persons	involved	in	capturing	hares	for	coursing	clubs;	and	if	financial	transactions	
take	place	between	the	trappers	and	the	clubs.	—	Clare	Daly.	[13027/18]

*343.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Culture,	Heritage	 and	 the	Gaeltacht	 if	 she	 is	 satisfied	 that	 all	
registered coursing clubs are accurately recording the purchases of all hares in accordance with their 
legal	requirements	and	are	compliant	with	the	Revenue	Commissioners.	—	Clare	Daly.	[13028/18]

*344.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Culture,	Heritage	and	the	Gaeltacht	the	financial	costs	in	relation	to	
the	move	by	Foras	na	Gaeilge	to	Amiens	Street	and	ÁIS	to	Dunshaughlin;	the	cost	of	fit-outs;	and	
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [13057/18]

*345.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Culture,	Heritage	and	the	Gaeltacht	the	reason	the	rent	payable	by	
Foras	na	Gaeilge	at	63	to	66	Amiens	Street,	Dublin	1	is	€593,000	in	view	of	the	fact	the	average	
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annual	rent	for	the	building	according	to	the	Property	Services	Regulatory	Authority	is	€530,800;	
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. [13058/18]

*346.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Culture,	Heritage	 and	 the	Gaeltacht	 the	meetings	 her	 officials	
have had in the past two months regarding funding for the Cork event centre. — Sean Sherlock. 
[13073/18]

*347.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Culture,	 Heritage	 and	 the	 Gaeltacht	 the	 details	 of	 each	 non-
civil	service	appointment	she	has	made	 to	a	 role	 in	her	Department;	 the	persons	appointed;	 the	
role,	qualifications	and	salary	of	each;	and	the	guidelines	that	apply	in	respect	of	party	political	
fundraising. — Róisín Shortall. [13155/18]

*348.	 Chun	a	fhiafraí	den	Aire	Cultúir,	Oidhreachta	agus	Gaeltachta	an	bhfuil	sé	i	gceist	ag	a	
Roinn maoiniú breise a chur ar fáil ó Mheán Fómhair 2018 chun breis cúntóirí teanga a cheapadh 
sna	scoileanna	Gaeltachta	agus	chun	breis	uaireanta	saibhrithe	teanga	a	cheadú,	á	chur	san	áireamh	
an obair atá ar bun sna scoileanna Gaeltachta ó thaobh an Pholasaí don Oideachas Gaeltachta a chur 
i	bhfeidhm.	—	Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[13168/18]

*349.	 Chun	a	fhiafraí	den	Aire	Cultúir,	Oidhreachta	agus	Gaeltachta	an	bhfuil	sé	i	gceist	ag	a	
Roinn aon ardú a dhéanamh ar an deontas a íoctar leis na Mná Tí/Fir Tí a choinníonn scoláirí faoi 
Scéim	na	bhFoghlaimeoirí	Gaeilge.	—	Éamon	Ó	Cuív.	[13169/18]

*350.	 Chun	a	 fhiafraí	den	Aire	Cultúir,	Oidhreachta	agus	Gaeltachta	Gaeltachta	cérbh	 iad	na	
hoifigigh	óna	Roinn,	níl	 ach	grád	 foirne	 agus	 teideal	 á	 lorg	 ag	 an	Teachta	 seo,	 a	bhí	 freagrach	
as measúnú a dhéanamh ar na tairiscintí a fuarthas le haghaidh an chonartha chun seirbhís 
farantóireachta	Thoraí	a	sheachadadh.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[13193/18]

*351.	 Chun	 a	 fhiafraí	 den	 Aire	 Cultúir,	 Oidhreachta	 agus	 Gaeltachta	 an	 raibh	 moltaí	
Chomharchumann	Thoraí,	ó	thaobh	feistiú	thar	oíche,	i	measc	na	gcritéar	ar	baineadh	úsáid	astu	
chun measúnú a dhéanamh ar na tairiscintí le haghaidh sheirbhís farantóireachta Thoraí. — Pearse 
Doherty.	[13194/18]

*352.	 Chun	a	fhiafraí	den	Aire	Cultúir,	Oidhreachta	agus	Gaeltachta	cé	a	bhí	i	gceannas	ar	na	
critéir mheasúnaithe do sheirbhís farantóireachta Thoraí a leagan amach; ar bronnadh pointí le 
haghaidh	úsáid	na	Gaeilge;	an	gcuirfidh	sí	eolas	agus	sonraí	ar	fáil	maidir	leis	na	critéir	seo.	—	
Pearse	Doherty.	[13195/18]

*353.	 Chun	a	fhiafraí	den	Aire	Cultúir,	Oidhreachta	agus	Gaeltachta	cén	fáth	a	gcuirfear	seirbhís	
bus ar fáil idir An Bun Beag agus Machaire Rabhartaigh mar chuid de sheirbhís farantóireachta 
Thoraí; an bhfuil imní ar an Roinn nach mbeidh an soitheach ábalta teacht i dtír ag Cé Mhachaire 
Rabhartaigh.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[13196/18]

*354.	 Chun	a	 fhiafraí	den	Aire	Cultúir,	Oidhreachta	agus	Gaeltachta	cad	chuige	ar	bronnadh	
conradh le haghaidh sheirbhís farantóireachta Thoraí cé go raibh deisiúcháin de dhíth ar an mbád a 
roghnaigh	an	Roinn	don	turas	farraige	seo;	ar	bronnadh	conradh	mar	sin	riamh	roimhe	seo,	i.	sular	
cuireadh	caoi	ar	an	soitheach	.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[13197/18]

*355.	 Chun	a	fhiafraí	den	Aire	Cultúir,	Oidhreachta	agus	Gaeltachta	an	bhfuil	ceadúnas	ag	bád	
(sonraí	tugtha)	chun	lastas	a	láimhseáil.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[13198/18]
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*356.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	Culture,	Heritage	 and	 the	Gaeltacht	 her	 views	on	 calls	 by	 the	
Traveller community for a cultural centre to highlight and celebrate Traveller culture; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Paul Murphy. [13227/18]

CEISTEANNA, SEACHAS CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH, I 
gCOMHAIR FREAGRA Ó BHÉAL DÉARDAOIN, 22 MÁRTA, 2018 

QUESTIONS, OTHER THAN QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY, FOR ORAL 
ANSWER ON THURSDAY, 22 MARCH, 2018

 
Chun an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe: To the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform.

1.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Public	Expenditure	and	Reform	if	the	cap	of	10%	of	the	NDP	being	
funded by PPPs at a time of historic low interest rates in respect of direct Exchequer borrowing has 
been abolished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joan Burton. [10867/18]

2. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the position regarding the 
Enniscorthy	flood	relief	scheme;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	James	Browne.	
[13222/18]

3. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will report on the recent visit 
of	the	Minister	of	State	with	responsibility	for	the	Office	of	Public	Works	and	Flood	Relief	to	the	
Hill of Tara. — Thomas Byrne. [12891/18]

4. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans for the further rollout of 
the public services card; his further plans to protect the privacy of persons using the card; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Joan Burton. [10869/18]

5. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to maximise the impact 
of the European Structural and Investment Fund supports in the context of the challenges of Brexit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joan Burton. [10865/18]

6. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to review the status of 
pay inequality across the whole public sector in view of the shortage of teachers and health staff; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [13010/18]

7. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the structural funds Ireland went 
without or had delayed as a result of the failure to have in place the information technology structure 
(details	supplied)	necessary	to	fulfil	EU	obligations;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	
—	Pearse	Doherty.	[13220/18]

8.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Public	Expenditure	and	Reform	when	flood	defence	construction	
works will advance in the Upper Lee area for Inchigeelagh and Ballingeary. — Aindrias Moynihan. 
[11330/18]

9. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to negotiate additional 
PEACE IV funds for the existing programme and seek agreement for a new PEACE programme 
to	address	 the	challenges	of	 inter-community	conflict	 and	cross	border	 relationships	 in	view	of	
instability resulting from the Brexit withdrawal process. — Carol Nolan. [8719/18]
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10. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the steps he has taken to ensure 
Ireland,	 north	 and	 south,	 continues	 to	 receive	 the	maximum	 benefits	 from	 the	 structural	 funds	
programmes in the next period of cohesion funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Pearse	Doherty.	[13219/18]

11. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the details of the investment to 
County	Kildare	under	the	National	Development	Plan;	the	next	stages	regarding	timings	of	road	
and	hospital	projects;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Martin	Heydon.	[11319/18]

12. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the particular infrastructural 
needs of areas such as counties Cavan and Monaghan will be given priority consideration if 
cohesion funds are available post-2020 in view of the negative impacts Brexit will have on the 
Border region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [11329/18]

13. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when legislation will be passed to 
facilitate the extension of retirement age by choice for persons working in the public sector; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — Peter Burke. [8397/18]

14.	 To	 ask	 the	Minister	 for	 Public	 Expenditure	 and	 Reform	 if	 the	 Office	 of	 Government	
Procurement	 has	 a	 statutory	 or	 other	 authority	 to	 advise,	 consult	 or	 manage	 local	 authority	
procurement processes; the policies in place to ensure fairness and consistent public procurement 
processes	are	used	by	 local	authorities;	and	 if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Dara	
Calleary. [13129/18]

15. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if an end to the roll out of the use 
of public services cards for more services provided by the State will be recommended until such 
time as concerns over the use of the card have been addressed; and if he will make a statement on 
the	matter.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[13221/18]

16. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the recent collapse of a company 
(details supplied) and previous problems with public private partnerships will lead the Government 
to review its commitment to such funding models for infrastructure and services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [13009/18]

17.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Public	Expenditure	and	Reform	his	views	on	whether	Departmental	
estimates	of	expenditure	in	budget	2018	are	adequate	to	meet	the	likely	needs	of	all	Departments	
over the coming 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas P. Broughan. 
[4071/18]

18. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the degree to which the capital 
review	 programme	 has	 been	 revised;	 the	 extent	 to	 which	 specific	 expenditure	 proposals	 have	
increased or decreased over particular areas; the extent to which this may impact on economic 
performance;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[11265/18]

19. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason the National 
Development	Plan	utilises	public	private	partnerships	in	view	of	the	concerns	regarding	the	cost	of	
these	projects;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Pearse	Doherty.	[13217/18]

20. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the River Erne is being considered 
for	flood	relief	funding;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Niamh	Smyth.	[10863/18]
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21. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he has received requests for 
additional	 funding	 from	 other	Departments	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 cost	 of	 Storm	Emma	 and	 related	
bad weather events; the estimated cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Thomas P. Broughan. [12893/18]

22.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Public	Expenditure	and	Reform	if	he	has	quantified	the	extent	to	
which reforms throughout the public sector are likely to yield improved economic performance in 
2018;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Bernard	J.	Durkan.	[11266/18]

23. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of vacant properties in 
ownership	of	or	under	the	control	of	his	Department	and	agencies	under	the	aegis	of	his	Department;	
the	number	of	properties	which	are	brown	field	sites	that	could	be	used	for	residential	development;	
the number of properties that are vacant dwellings or properties that could be used for dwellings; 
and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Dara	Calleary.	[13126/18]

24. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to review all areas 
of public expenditure with regard to public procurement or grant aid which have employment 
implications to ensure that employment generated from such expenditure is quality employment 
and that such funding is not used to underpin precarious forms of employment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [13007/18]

25. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans to provide for pay 
restoration for persons working for publicly funded organisations that took pay cuts during the 
economic crisis; his views on whether staff should have their salaries restored on a parallel basis to 
civil servants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Joan Burton. [10868/18]

26. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the measures he plans to put in 
place	 to	combat	precarious	employment	 in	projects	or	services	 in	which	public	money	 is	being	
spent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [13008/18]

27. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the way in which the work of his 
Department	on	gender	quality	budgeting	will	be	monitored	and	inputted	into	the	final	programme	
for the budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas P. Broughan. [10467/18]

28.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Public	Expenditure	and	Reform	the	future	plans	of	the	Office	of	
Public Works in relation to the Hill of Tara. — Thomas Byrne. [12892/18]

29. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views on the number of 
contracts awarded without competitive procurement as outlined in the latest annual 40/2002 
circular;	 his	 plans	 to	 address	 this	 non-competitive	 procurement;	 if	 each	Department	 and	 office	
has created a central register of all contracts which records key data including whether or not a 
competitive process was used as recommended by the Comptroller and Auditor General in 2012; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mick Wallace. [11315/18]

30. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the intervention which will be 
made to prevent further coastal damage at Portrane and to develop a long term plan to ensure the 
safety of the homes in the area that are currently in danger due to damage to the dunes further to 
the	recent	visit	by	the	Minister	of	State	with	responsibility	for	the	Office	of	Public	Works	to	the	
Burrow,	Portrane;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Clare	Daly.	[11308/18]
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31.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Public	Expenditure	and	Reform	the	GDP	growth	forecasts	for	each	
year	up	 to	2027	upon	which	 the	National	Development	Plan	 is	based;	 if	 these	growth	forecasts	
account for Brexit as outlined by both the ESRI report and the Copenhagen Report on Brexit; 
the	amount	of	available	fiscal	space	for	2019,	2020	and	2021	which	has	been	used	up	from	the	
National	Development	Plan;	if	the	Exchequer	borrowing	requirement	will	be	raised	as	a	result	of	
the	National	Development	Plan;	if	IFAC	has	been	consulted	specifically	in	relation	to	the	borrowing	
requirements;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Dara	Calleary.	[13125/18]

32. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views on whether the shortages 
of staff across the public sector can be attributed to low pay and to pay inequality; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [13006/18]

33. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the outcome of discussions to date 
with the European Commission in relation to the availability of cohesion funds post 2020; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [11328/18]

34. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views on the European 
Commission’s	post-programme	surveillance	report	for	Autumn	2017	in	relation	to	public	expenditure	
policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Thomas P. Broughan. [12895/18]

35.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Public	Expenditure	and	Reform	if	his	Department	will	consider	
publishing on a yearly basis all submissions received under Circular 40/2002 which requires 
Government	 Departments	 and	 certain	 State	 bodies	 to	 prepare	 and	 submit	 an	 annual	 statement	
regarding	contracts	awarded	that	exceed	€25,000	in	value,	exclusive	of	VAT,	without	a	competitive	
process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mick Wallace. [11314/18]

36. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the cost of preparing the National 
Development	Plan	2018-2027;	the	cost	in	terms	of	advisers	or	consultants	in	preparation	of	the	Plan;	
the	persons	and	firms	involved	in	this	regard;	the	amount	by	public	agencies;	and	the	estimated	and	
actual costs. — Joan Burton. [11005/18]
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