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Dé Céadaoin, 22 Feabhra, 2017  
Wednesday, 22nd February, 2017     

 
10.30 a.m.   

____________________ 
 

RIAR NA hOIBRE 
Order Paper 

___________________ 
 

GNÓ POIBLÍ 
Public Business  

____________________ 
 

1.  Ráitis maidir le Forbairtí san Earnáil Orgánach agus i dTionscal na gCon. 
Statements on Developments in the Organic Sector and in the Greyhound Industry. 

____________________ 
 

2.  Ráitis maidir le Simfiseatóime. 
Statements on Symphysiotomy. 

____________________ 
 

3.  An Bille um Thréimhsí Íosta faoi Choimeád ar Chiontú i nDúnmharú, 2017 – An Dara Céim.   
Minimum Custodial Periods upon Conviction for Murder Bill 2017 – Second Stage. 

– Senators Marie-Louise O'Donnell, Gerard P. Craughwell, Kevin Humphreys. 
____________________ 

 
4.  Ráitis maidir leis an Diaspóra. 

Statements on the Diaspora. 
____________________ 

 
Tíolactha: 
Presented: 
5.  An Bille Uchtála (Faisnéis agus Lorgaireacht), 2016 – Ordú don Dara Céim.   

Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill 2016 – Order for Second Stage. 
Bille dá ngairtear Acht do dhéanamh 

socrú maidir le hÚdarás Uchtála na hÉireann 
d’fháil agus do chothabháil taifid a bhaineann 
le leanaí a uchtáil, a chlárú go mícheart nó a 
chur i socruithe cúraim neamhfhoirmiúla; do 
dhéanamh socrú chun clár a bhunú agus a 
chothabháil ar a dtabharfar an Clár um 
Fhiosruithe Teagmhála Uchtála; do dhéanamh 
socrú maidir leis an nGníomhaireacht um 
Leanaí agus an Teaghlach do chur seirbhís ar 
fáil chun lorgaireacht a dhéanamh ar dhaoine 
áirithe, ar a ngaolta breithe agus ar dhaoine 
eile, agus do chur seirbhís ar fáil chun faisnéis 
a sholáthar do na daoine sin agus chun 

 Bill entitled an Act to provide for the 
acquisition and maintenance by the Adoption 
Authority of Ireland of records relating to the 
adoption, incorrect registration or placement 
in informal care arrangements of children; to 
provide for the establishment and maintenance 
of a register to be known as the Register of 
Adoption Contact Enquiries; to provide for the 
making available by the Child and Family 
Agency of a service for the tracing of certain 
persons, their birth relatives and other persons, 
and of a service for the provision of 
information to and facilitation of contact 
between such persons; to amend the Adoption 



 
 
292             22 Feabhra, 2017 
 
teagmháil idir na daoine sin a éascú; do leasú 
an Achta Uchtála, 2010; do leasú an Achta fán 
nGníomhaireacht um Leanaí agus an 
Teaghlach, 2013; agus do dhéanamh socrú i 
dtaobh nithe gaolmhara. 

Act 2010; to amend the Child and Family 
Agency Act 2013; and to provide for related 
matters. 

– Senator Jerry Buttimer. 
____________________ 

 
Tíolactha: 
Presented: 
6.  An Bille um Fhoréigean Baile, 2017– An Chéad Chéim.   

Domestic Violence Bill 2017 – First Stage. 
Bille dá ngairtear Acht do 

chomhdhlúthú an dlí maidir le foréigean baile; 
do dhéanamh socrú maidir le horduithe 
urchoisc éigeandála in imthosca áirithe; do 
dhéanamh socrú chun go dtabharfar fianaise 
trí nasc teilifíse in imeachtaí áirithe; do 
dhéanamh socrú maidir le ceart iarratasóra 
duine a thabhairt in éineacht leis nó léi in 
imeachtaí áirithe; do dhéanamh socrú maidir 
le tuairimí linbh a fháil in imeachtaí áirithe; do 
dhéanamh socrú maidir le faisnéis ar 
sheirbhísí tacaíochta a thabhairt d’íospartaigh 
foréigin baile; do dhéanamh socrú maidir le 
moltaí a dhéanamh i leith freagróirí do 
ghlacadh páirt i seirbhísí áirithe; do dhéanamh 
socrú maidir le srianta a bheith orthu siúd a 
bheidh i láthair sa chúirt le linn imeachtaí 
áirithe; do thoirmeasc nithe áirithe a fhoilsiú 
nó a chraoladh; do dhéanamh socrú maidir le 
cion arb éard é pósadh éigeantach; 
d’aisghairm forálacha maidir le díolúine, i 
gcásanna áirithe, ó cheanglais aoise íosta chun 
pósta; chun na gcríoch sin agus chun críoch 
eile d’aisghairm an Achta um Fhoréigean 
Baile, 1996 agus an Achta um Fhoréigean 
Baile (Leasú), 2002 agus do dhéanamh socrú 
maidir le leasú iarmhartach a dhéanamh ar 
achtacháin áirithe eile; agus do dhéanamh 
socrú i dtaobh nithe gaolmhara. 

 Bill entitled an Act to consolidate the 
law on domestic violence; to provide for 
emergency barring orders in certain 
circumstances; to provide for evidence to be 
given through television link in certain 
proceedings; to provide for the right of an 
applicant to be accompanied in certain 
proceedings; to provide for the obtaining of 
the views of a child in certain proceedings; to 
provide for the giving of information on 
support services to victims of domestic 
violence; to provide for the making of 
recommendations for engagement with certain 
services by respondents; to provide for 
restrictions on those present in court during 
certain proceedings; to prohibit the publication 
or broadcast of certain matters; to provide for 
an offence of forced marriage; to repeal 
provisions for exemption, in certain cases, 
from minimum age requirements for marriage; 
for those and other purposes to repeal the 
Domestic Violence Act 1996 and the 
Domestic Violence (Amendment) Act 2002 
and to provide for the consequential 
amendment of certain other enactments; and to 
provide for related matters. 

– Senator Jerry Buttimer. 
____________________ 

 
Tíolactha: 
Presented: 
7.  An Bille Iascaigh Mhara (Leasú), 2017 – Ordú don Dara Céim.   

Sea-Fisheries (Amendment) Bill 2017 – Order for Second Stage. 
Bille dá ngairtear Acht do leasú alt 10 

den Acht Iascaigh Mara agus Dlínse Muirí, 
2006 agus do dhéanamh socrú i dtaobh nithe 
gaolmhara. 

 Bill entitled an Act to amend section 
10 of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime 
Jurisdiction Act 2006 and to provide for 
related matters. 
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– Senator Jerry Buttimer. 
____________________ 

 
8.  (l) An Bille Sláinte Poiblí (Alcól), 2015 – An Coiste (leasú 10, atógáil). 

(a) Public Health (Alcohol) Bill 2015 – Committee (amendment 10, resumed). 
____________________ 

 
9.  (l) An Bille Oidhreachta, 2016 – An Coiste (atógáil, alt 1). 

(a) Heritage Bill 2016 – Committee (resumed, section 1). 
____________________ 

 
10.  An Bille um Dhliteanas Sibhialta (Leasú), 2017 – An Coiste. 

Civil Liability (Amendment) Bill 2017 – Committee. 
____________________ 

 
11.  An Bille Uchtála (Leasú), 2016 – An Tuarascáil. 

Adoption (Amendment) Bill 2016 – Report Stage. 
____________________ 

 
12.  Ráitis maidir le Cumarsáid, le Gníomhú ar son na hAeráide agus leis an gComhshaol (atógáil). 

Statements on Communications, Climate Action and the Environment (resumed).  
____________________ 

 
Tugadh Isteach: 
Introduced: 
13.  An Bille um Lá na Faisnéise Neamhspleáchais, 2017 – An Chéad Chéim. 

Declaration of Independence Day Bill 2017 – First Stage. 
   
Bille dá ngairtear Acht d’aithint 

thionól na Chéad Dála agus na Faisnéise 
Neamhspleáchais a rinneadh an 21 Eanáir 
1919 agus do dhéanamh socrú maidir le “Lá 
na Faisnéise Neamhspleáchais” a thionólfar an 
21 Eanáir gach bliain agus do dhéanamh socrú 
i dtaobh nithe gaolmhara. 

 Bill entitled an Act to recognise the 
meeting of the First Dáil and the Declaration 
of Independence made on 21 January 1919 
and to provide for a “Declaration of 
Independence Day” to be held on 21 January 
annually and to provide for related matters. 

– Senators Keith Swanick, Diarmuid Wilson, Mark Daly and Paul Daly.  
____________________ 

 
14.  An Bille um Chóipcheart agus Cearta Gaolmhara a Chosaint i ndáil leis an Rosc Náisiúnta 

 (Leasú) (Uimh. 2), 2016 – An Dara Céim. 
National Anthem Protection of Copyright and Related Rights (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2016 
 – Second Stage. 

 – Senators Mark Daly, Gerry Horkan, Diarmuid Wilson. 
____________________ 

 
15.  An Bille Toghcháin (Leasú) (Vótáil ag Aois 16), 2016 – An Dara Céim. 

Electoral (Amendment) (Voting at 16) Bill 2016 – Second Stage. 
 – Senators Fintan Warfield, Pádraig MacLochlainn, Lynn Ruane. 

____________________ 
 

16.  An Bille Cróinéirí (Leasú), 2016 – An Dara Céim. 
Coroners (Amendment) Bill 2016 – Second Stage.  

 – Senators Pádraig MacLochlainn, Rose Conway-Walsh, Máire Devine. 
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____________________ 
 

17.  Bille na bPinsean (Déileáil Chomhionann i dtaca le Pinsin i Scéim Sochair Ceirde) (Leasú), 
2016 – An Dara Céim.   

Pensions (Equal Pension Treatment in Occupational Benefit Scheme) (Amendment) Bill 2016 
– Second Stage. 

– Senator Ivana Bacik, Kevin Humphreys, Ged Nash, Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. 
____________________ 

 
18.  An Bille Meabhair-Shláinte (Leasú), 2016 – An Dara Céim.   

Mental Health (Amendment) Bill 2016 – Second Stage. 
– Senators Joan Freeman, Gerard P. Craughwell, Marie-Louise O'Donnell. 

____________________ 
 

19.  An Bille Sláinte (Leasú) (Cúram Baile Gairmiúil), 2016 – Ordú don Choiste. 
Health (Amendment) (Professional Home Care) Bill 2016 – Order for Committee. 

 – Senators Colm Burke, Neale Richmond, Maura Hopkins. 
____________________ 

 
20.  An Bille um an Seanad, 2016 – An Coiste. 

Seanad Bill 2016 – Committee. 
    – Senators Michael McDowell, Frances Black, Victor Boyhan, Gerard P. Craughwell,      

      John Dolan, Alice-Mary Higgins, Rónán Mullen, Grace O'Sullivan, Lynn Ruane. 
____________________ 

 
21.  An Bille um Theanga Chomharthaíochta na hÉireann do na Bodhair a Aithint, 2016 – An 

Coiste. 
Recognition of Irish Sign Language for the Deaf Community Bill 2016 – Committee. 

 – Senators Mark Daly, Catherine Ardagh, Keith Swanick. 
____________________ 

 
22.  An Bille um Dhúnorgain Chorparáideach (Uimh. 2), 2016 – An Coiste. 

Corporate Manslaughter (No. 2) Bill 2016 – Committee. 
 – Senators Mark Daly, Lorraine Clifford-Lee, Robbie Gallagher. 

____________________ 
 

23.  An Bille um Chaomhnú Fostaíochta (Uaireanta Éiginnte), 2016 – An Coiste. 
Protection of Employment (Uncertain Hours) Bill 2016 – Committee. 

 – Senators Gerald Nash, Kevin Humphreys, Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. 
____________________ 

 
24.  An Bille um Chlárú Uachtanna, 2016 – An Coiste. 
 Registration of Wills Bill 2016 – Committee. 
 – Senators Terry Leyden, Catherine Ardagh, Lorraine Clifford-Lee. 

____________________ 
 

25.  An Bille um Chionta Gnéasacha Áirithe (Leithscéal a Ghabháil agus Saoradh), 2016 – An 
 Coiste.   
Convictions for Certain Sexual Offences (Apology and Exoneration) Bill 2016– Committee. 

 – Senators Ged Nash, Ivana Bacik, Kevin Humphreys, Aodhán Ó Ríordáin. 
____________________ 
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26.  An Bille um an Dlí Sibhialta (Daoine atá ar Iarraidh), 2016 – An Coiste.  
Civil Law (Missing Persons) Bill 2016 – Committee. 

     – Senators Colm Burke, Marie-Louise O’Donnell, Lynn Ruane. 
____________________ 

 
27. “Go ndéanann Seanad Éireann: 

 
(1) an Tuarascáil  chomhaontaithe a 

thabhairt dá aire ón gComhchoiste um 
Dhlí agus Ceart agus Comhionannas 
faoi Bhuan-Ordú 107 maidir leis an 
Togra le haghaidh Treoir ó 
Pharlaimint na hEorpa agus ón 
gComhairle maidir le creatha 
coisctheacha athstruchtúrúcháin, dara 
deis agus bearta chun éifeachtacht 
nósanna imeachta athstruchtúrúcháin, 
dócmhainneachta agus urscaoilte a 
mhéadú agus lena leasaítear Treoir 
2012/30/AE - COM(2016)723 a 
leagadh faoi bhráid Seanad Éireann an 
16 Feabhra 2017 de réir Bhuan-Ordú 
107(3)(b); 
 

(2) ag féachaint don Tuarascáil 
réamhráite, agus le linn a feidhmeanna 
faoi alt 7(3) d’Acht an Aontais 
Eorpaigh, 2009 a fheidhmiú, an 
tuairim a shealbhú nach ndéanann an 
Togra le haghaidh Treoir ó 
Pharlaimint na hEorpa agus ón 
gComhairle maidir le creatha 
coisctheacha athstruchtúrúcháin, dara 
deis agus bearta chun éifeachtacht 
nósanna imeachta athstruchtúrúcháin, 
dócmhainneachta agus urscaoilte a 
mhéadú agus lena leasaítear Treoir 
2012/30/AE - COM(2016)723 
prionsabal na coimhdeachta a 
chomhlíonadh ar na cúiseanna atá 
leagtha amach i mír 3 den Tuarascáil; 
agus 
 

(3) a thabhairt dá aire, de bhun Bhuan-
Ordú 107(3)(d), go gcuirfear cóip den 
Rún seo mar aon leis an tuairim 
réasúnaithe agus an Tuarascáil 
réamhráite chuig Uachtarán 
Pharlaimint na hEorpa, Uachtarán na 
Comhairle agus Uachtarán an 
Choimisiúin 

 That Seanad Éireann: 
 

(1) notes the agreed Report of the Joint 
Committee on Justice and Equality 
under Standing Order 107 on the 
Proposal for a Directive of the 
European Parliament and of the 
Council on preventive restructuring 
frameworks, second chance and 
measures to increase the efficiency of 
restructuring, insolvency and 
discharge procedures and amending 
Directive 2012/30/EU - 
COM(2016)723 which was laid before 
Seanad Éireann on 16 February 2017 
in accordance with Standing Order 
107(3)(b); 
 
 

(2) having regard to the aforementioned 
Report, and in exercise of its functions 
under section 7(3) of the European 
Union Act 2009, is of the opinion that 
the Proposal for a Directive of the 
European Parliament and of the 
Council on preventive restructuring 
frameworks, second chance and 
measures to increase the efficiency of 
restructuring, insolvency and 
discharge procedures and amending 
Directive 2012/30/EU - 
COM(2016)723 do not comply with 
the principle of subsidiarity for the 
reasons set out in paragraph 3 of the 
Report, and 
 
 
 

(3) notes that, pursuant to Standing Order 
107(3)(d), a copy of this Resolution 
together with the reasoned opinion and 
the aforementioned Report shall be 
sent to the Presidents of the European 
Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission.” 

– Senator Jerry Buttimer. 
[17th February, 2016] 
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____________________ 
 

28.  “Go dtugann Seanad Éireann dá aire 
an Tuarascáil ón gComhchoiste um 
Airgeadas, Caiteachas Poiblí agus 
Athchóiriú, agus an Taoiseach dar teideal 
‘Tuarascáil maidir leis na Méaduithe ar 
Chostas Árachais Mótair’ ar leagadh 
cóipeanna di faoi bhráid Sheanad Éireann 
an 24 Samhain 2016. 

  That Seanad Éireann notes the Report 
of the Joint Committee on Finance, Public 
Expenditure and Reform, and Taoiseach 
entitled ‘Report on the Rising Costs of Motor 
Insurance’, copies of which were laid before 
Seanad Éireann on 24th November, 2016.” 
 

– Senator Jerry Buttimer. 
[24th November, 2016] 

____________________ 
 

29.  “Go dtugann Seanad Éireann dá aire 
an Tuarascáil ón gComhchoiste um Dhlí 
agus Ceart agus Comhionannas dar teideal 
‘Tuarascáil maidir le Formhaoirsiú ar an 
nGarda Síochána agus Cuntasacht an 
Gharda Síochána’, ar leagadh cóipeanna di 
faoi bhráid Sheanad Éireann an 15 Nollaig 
2016. 

   That Seanad Éireann notes the Report 
of the Joint Committee on Justice and Equality 
entitled ‘Report on Garda Oversight and 
Accountability’, copies of which were laid 
before Seanad Éireann on 15th December, 
2016.” 

– Senator Jerry Buttimer. 
[13th January 2017] 

____________________ 
 
30.  “Go dtugann Seanad Éireann dá aire 

an Tuarascáil ón gComhchoiste um Dhlí 
agus Ceart agus Comhionannas dar teideal 
‘Tuarascáil ar Aitheantas d’Eitneacht an 
Lucht Siúil’, ar leagadh cóipeanna di faoi 
bhráid Sheanad Éireann an 26 Eanáir 
2017. 

  That Seanad Éireann notes the Report 
of the Joint Committee on Justice and Equality 
entitled ‘Report on the Recognition of 
Traveller Ethnicity’, copies of which were laid 
before Seanad Éireann on 26th January, 
2017.”  

– Senator Jerry Buttimer. 
[26th January 2017] 

____________________ 
 
31.  “Go dtugann Seanad Éireann dá aire 

an Tuarascáil ón gComhchoiste um Dhlí 
agus Ceart agus Comhionannas dar teideal 
‘Tuarascáil maidir le Teanga 
Chomharthaíochta na hÉireann a Aithint 
go Foirmiúil’, a leagadh faoi bhráid 
Sheanad Éireann an 13 Deireadh Fómhair 
2016. 

  That Seanad Éireann notes the Report 
of the Joint Committee on Justice and Equality  
entitled ‘Report on the Formal Recognition of 
Irish Sign Language’, which was laid before 
Seanad Éireann on 13th October, 2016.” 

– Senator Jerry Buttimer. 
[14th February, 2016] 

____________________ 
 

32.  Tairiscintí nach ón Rialtas: 
Non-Government Motions: 

1.  “That, notwithstanding anything in Standing Orders–  
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(a) there shall be established a Committee on Seanad Political Reform which will sit two 
weeks from the date of the first sitting of the Seanad; 
  
(b) the Committee on Seanad Political Reform shall be chaired by the Cathaoirleach and 
include not more than 20 other members of the Seanad, of which membership will be 
determined on a proportionate basis as per groups and independent senators; and that 
provision be made for the substitution of members as allowed for under Standing Orders; 
 
(c) the Cathaoirleach shall announce the names of the members appointed for the information 
of the Seanad on the first sitting day following their appointment;  
 
(d) the report and recommendations of the Seanad Reform Working Group established in 
2015 shall provide the framework but any member or group may make a submission on 
Seanad political reform to the Committee which shall review these submissions and report 
back to the Seanad within four weeks with a series of recommendations for the approval of 
the House, including the role of a reformed Seanad within the political process, powers and 
functions of a reformed Seanad and any further legislative change, and how the institution 
conducts its business, including a review of Standing Orders. 
 
(e) the Committee shall present an interim report on its working arrangements at a full sitting 
of the Seanad within one week of its establishment and first meeting of the Committee, and 
that it will include initial consideration on appropriate rules regarding the arrangements for 
the management of the ordering of Seanad business in the interim period while the 
Committee is sitting.” 

 – Senators Rose Conway-Walsh, Máire Devine, Paul Gavan, Pádraig 
MacLochlainn, Trevor Ó Clochartaigh, Niall Ó Donnghaile, Fintan Warfield, David 
Norris, Frances Black. 

 [15th June, 2016] 
 
Leasuithe:  
Amendments: 
 1. To delete all words after “That, notwithstanding anything in Standing Orders-” and insert 

the following: 

“(a) there shall be established, within two weeks of the passage of this motion, an 
Implementation Group on Seanad Reform, to include as members the Cathaoirleach, Leas-
Chathaoirleach, and the Leaders of each of the Seanad groupings; 

(b) this implementation group shall have a time frame of 12 months to carry out its work. 
The remit of the Group will be the implementation of the recommendations of the 2015 
Report of the Seanad Reform Working Group (the Manning Report). 

(c) this group shall be established on the basis that there have already been several groups 
and committees over many years which have examined different models for Seanad reform, 
and that the time is now overdue to implement existing recommendations for reform 
prepared by the most recent of these groups.” 

  – Senators Ivana Bacik, Kevin Humphreys, Denis Landy, Ged Nash, Aodhán Ó 
Ríordáin. 

 
  2. In paragraph (a) to delete “the first sitting of the Seanad” and substitute “this Seanad 

debate”. 
  – Senators Gerard P. Craughwell, Victor Boyhan. 
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  3. In paragraph (b) to delete “20” and substitute “21”. 
  – Senators Gerard P. Craughwell, Victor Boyhan. 
 
  4.  To insert the following new paragraph: 

 
      “(c) the membership of the Committee shall include Senator Billy Lawless as the    
   representative of the diaspora.” 

  – Senators Gerard P. Craughwell, Victor Boyhan. 
 
  5. To insert the following new paragraph: 

 
       “(d) the Committee shall have the powers defined in paragraphs (1) and (2) of Standing      
   Order 71 and shall – 
 
      -   invite written submissions from the executive committees of LAMA and the AILG 
 so that the views of the Vocational Panels electorate are properly represented; 
 
      -  invite written submissions from the NUI, the HEA and the University of Dublin so 
 that the Universities electorate as envisaged in the 1979 referendum is fully 
 represented; and 
 
      -  consider inviting written submissions from the bodies listed in the Register of 
 Nominating Bodies;” 

  – Senators Gerard P. Craughwell, Victor Boyhan. 
____________________ 

 
2.  “That Seanad Éireann: 

 
- recognises the commitment and dedication of city and county councillors to their 

communities; 
 
- acknowledges the impact that the Local Government Reform Act 2014 has had on 

serving councillors with respect to  
 

- the greatly increased size of the electoral area, 
 

- the increased workload associated with such large geographical areas, and 
 

- the increased annual travel across the constituencies; 
 

- calls on the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government to sanction the 
capacity of local authorities to increase the fixed allowance for city and county 
councillors; 

 
- believes that the representational payment of €16,950 is no longer commensurate 

with the workload of city and county councillors and calls on the Minister 
immediately to increase payment to reflect the time and effort associated with the 
work involved; 
 

- asks the Minister to ensure that councillors are employed under proper Fixed Term 
Contracts of Employment and are protected fully under the Terms of Employment 
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(Information) Act 1994 and the Protection of Employees (Fixed Term Work) Act 
2003 to include provision for  

 
- sick leave arrangements, 

 
- maternity leave, and 

 
- pension entitlements.” 

            – Senators Gerard P. Craughwell, Victor Boyhan. 
 [9th  June, 2016] 
Leasuithe:  
Amendments: 
 1. In the third paragraph, after “councillors” to insert “under Article 5 of the Regulations 

from the current range of €2,286 to €2,667 per councillor per year, to a uniform figure of 
€4,500 per annum, to be known in future as an administrative assistance payment to better 
reflect its purpose.” 

         – Senators Denis Landy, Ged Nash. 
 
  2. In the fourth paragraph after “work involved” to insert “as highlighted in a number of 

surveys carried out by the A.I.L.G and the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government.” 

      – Senators Denis Landy, Ged Nash. 
 
  3. In the fifth paragraph to delete “-pension entitlements” and substitute “-a proper system of 

PRSI payment for councillors which provides benefits similar to all other employees.” 
    – Senators Denis Landy, Ged Nash. 

____________________ 
 
3.  “That Seanad Éireann: 

 
- supports the replacement of flat-rate bin charges with pay-by-weight bin charges for 

households to reduce residual waste going to landfills, to give households more 
control over their waste costs and to reward households for recycling, however, 
acknowledges that the implementation of the new charging régime has been highly 
problematic, due the opacity and lack of transparency on the new pricing models; 

 
- notes the following arrangements agreed between the Government and the waste 

industry to facilitate the effective roll-out of pay-by-weight charging: 
 

- a price freeze for customers for the next 12 months on the basis of their 
 current pricing plans; 

 
- during the second half of 2016, the Government and the waste industry are 

 committed to an intensive public awareness, information and promotion 
 campaign to promote the benefits of the pay-by-weight charging model, 
 support customers in understanding how they can change their waste 
 management  behaviour and manage better their waste costs under the 
 pay-by-weight system; 

 
- no later than 1st January, 2017, customers will receive a dual pricing bill 

 listing  the amount of waste they are disposing of, their costs under their 
 current price plan and details of the comparative pay-by-weight charge, 
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 and they will be given the option to transition, should they so choose, to 
 pay-by-weight charging or to remain on their current price plan; and 

 
- after the transitional 12 months, the operation of pay-by-weight and of the 

 wider waste market will be reviewed to inform decisions in relation to the 
 arrangements beyond 1st July, 2017; notes the Government’s intention, in 
 advance of 1st July, to underpin the requirements regarding provision of 
 comparative billing information and the pay-by-weight opt-in  arrangements 
 through amendments to the relevant Statutory Instrument, and the 
 intention to keep the operation of the price freeze under review, with further 
 legislative intervention being considered, as necessary; and acknowledges 
 the commitment of the waste industry to provide a full weight  allowance for 
 the 60,000 Health Service Executive patients  supplied with  incontinence 
 wear to reduce their waste charges, and the Government’s provision of a 
 50 per cent exemption to the waste industry from the landfill levy in  respect 
 of such waste; 

 
and – 

 
calls for: 
 

- a bin charge waiver to be introduced for low income households and 
 households with special needs who cannot afford to pay as well as larger 
 households who could be unduly affected by these charges;  

 
- further mechanisms to be put in place for apartment dwellers and those 

 living  in areas where they cannot store wheelie bins to ensure that they 
 get fair pricing; and 

 
- further measures to increase diversion of food and compostable waste  from 

 landfill as well as to increase the reuse and recycling of green  waste, such as 
 a ministerial order compelling waste collectors to provide separate 
 compostable waste bins to areas that do not have them or a ministerial order 
 compelling waste collectors to provide a service enabling all households to 
 recycle glass in green waste bins.” 

   – Senators Catherine Ardagh, Mark Daly, Lorraine Clifford-Lee, Paul Daly, Aidan 
 Davitt, Robbie Gallagher, Gerry Horkan, Terry Leyden, Jennifer Murnane 
 O’Connor, Brian Ó Domhnaill, Ned O’Sullivan, Keith Swanick, Diarmuid Wilson. 

 [21st  June, 2016] 
____________________ 

 
4.  “That Seanad Éireann calls for an urgent debate on the implications for Ireland of the result 

of the UK referendum on EU membership.” 
  – Senators Catherine Ardagh, Mark Daly, Diarmuid Wilson, Gerry Horkan,  

 Lorraine Clifford-Lee, Paul Daly, Aidan Davitt, Robbie Gallagher, Terry Leyden, 
 Jennifer Murnane O’Connor, Brian Ó Domhnaill, Ned O’Sullivan, Keith Swanick. 

 [24th  June, 2016] 
____________________ 

 
5.  “That Seanad Éireann, in light of new evidence to the contrary which is in the public domain,  

discuss whether all waste management companies that are empowered by the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government to implement Statutory Instrument no. 24 of 2016, 
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are doing so in such a way that:  

- under no circumstances allows a situation whereby households would be mandated 
to switch over to a new charging system that would result in dramatic increases for 
their households, including: 

 
- those that previously disposed of their own waste, or 
 
- those who purchased pre-paid bags or tags from the waste companies, as they 

 needed to,  to dispose of their own waste; 
 

- ensures that instead we have a different approach that involves a 12 month freeze in 
charges for all households, so no-one needs to worry about being charged 
substantially more than they previously paid; and 

 
- customers who previously purchased bags or tags to dispose of their refuse will not, 

from 1st July, 2016, be forced to pay standing charges, buy them in advance in bulk 
lots, give bank details to or have monies on deposit with the waste companies if they 
choose to continue using this method of waste disposal.” 

  – Senators Rose Conway-Walsh, Máire Devine, Paul Gavan, Pádraig 
MacLochlainn, Trevor Ó Clochartaigh, Niall Ó Donnghaile, Fintan Warfield. 

 [28th  June, 2016] 
____________________ 

 
6.  “That Seanad Éireann: 

 
notes that: 
 

- in November, 2012, Ireland voted in favour of the United Nations General Assembly 
motion granting ‘non-member observer state’ status to Palestine; 
 

- Seanad Éireann, on 22nd October, 2014, unanimously agreed a motion calling on the 
Government ‘to formally recognise the State of Palestine and do everything it can at 
the international level to help secure a viable two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict’; 

 
- Dáil Éireann, on 10th December, 2014, agreed a motion to ‘officially recognise the 

State of Palestine on the basis of the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as the capital, 
as established in UN resolutions, as a further positive contribution to securing a 
negotiated two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict’; 

 
- the European Parliament on 17th December, 2014, passed a resolution supporting ‘in 

principle recognition of Palestinian statehood and the two-state solution, and believes 
these should go hand in hand with the development of peace talks’; 

 
- as of 22nd June, 2016, 136 countries have formally recognised the State of Palestine, 

including eight EU Member States - the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Bulgaria, 
Romania, Malta, Cyprus and Sweden; and 

 
- the Partnership Progamme for Government states that ‘We will continue to play a 

role in advancing a stronger role for the EU in the Middle East Peace Process, having 
regard to the stalled nature of the process at present, and honour our commitment to 
recognise the State of Palestine as part of a lasting settlement of the conflict’;  
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recognises: 
 

- the failure to advance peace talks and a two-state solution; 
 

- continued Israeli settlement construction and extension activities in the West Bank, 
including in East Jerusalem, which is illegal under international law and severely 
threatens the establishment of a viable Palestinian state based on the 1967 borders; 
 

- the continued illegal blockade of Gaza and that a report by the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, that was released in September, 2015, states 
that Gaza could become uninhabitable by 2020; 

 
- the denial of basic human rights to the Palestinian people; and 

 
- the need to stimulate new efforts to break the current deadlock;  

 
calls on: 
 

- the Government to act on motions passed in both Houses in 2014 and to expedite the 
process to formally recognise the State of Palestine, on the basis of the 1967 borders 
with East Jerusalem as the capital, as established in United Nations resolutions, 
independent of and coexisting with Israel;  

 
and concludes that: 
 

- the international law criteria for recognition of a Palestinian state have been fulfilled; 
 

- such official recognition underscores the commitment of this House to realise the 
right of Palestinian people to self-determination; 
 

- official recognition will give parity of status to Israel and Palestine; 
 
- official recognition of the State of Palestine by Ireland can strengthen, advance and 

further legitimise the two-state solution; and 
 
- the Government will continue to actively engage with both the Israelis and 

Palestinians and work to encourage direct talks between both sides to secure a 
sustainable and secure settlement of the conflict.” 

   – Senators Mark Daly, Diarmuid Wilson, Catherine Ardagh, Lorraine Clifford-Lee, 
Paul Daly, Aidan Davitt, Robbie Gallagher, Gerry Horkan, Terry Leyden, Jennifer 
Murnane O’Connor, Brian Ó Domhnaill, Ned O’Sullivan, Keith Swanick. 

 [29th  June, 2016] 
____________________ 

 
7.  “That Seanad Éireann: 

 
having regard to: 
 

- the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the European Convention on 
Human Rights of 1950; 
 

 



             
                

                                 22 Feabhra, 2017  303 

- Article 10 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights; 
 
- the EU Guidelines on the Death Penalty, adopted in June, 1998 and revised and 

updated in April, 2013; 
 

- the UN General Assembly resolutions, in particular that of 18th December, 2014 on a 
moratorium on the use of the death penalty (A/RES/69/186); 

 
- the issuing, by President al-Sisi of Egypt on the 13th November, 2014, known as Law 

140, whereby he may, upon a proposal filed by the Prosecutor General and with the 
agreement of the Council of Ministers, agree to the transfer of defendants to their 
home countries; and 

 
- Rule 135 of Rules of Procedure; 
 

whereas:  
 

- Mr. Ibrahim Halawa is an EU citizen, born in Ireland of Egyptian parents and was 
arrested in Egypt in August, 2013 following a protest in Cairo, aged 17 years old and 
faces a mass trial;  
 

- since the military takeover of June, 2013, it has been reported that a great number of 
detentions of protesters and prisoners of conscience have been conducted in Egypt; 
reports indicate that since July, 2013, more than 41,000 people have been detained 
following mass arrests; the freedoms of association, assembly and expression have 
remained areas of particular concern since July, 2013;  

 
- Mr. Halawa faces mass trial along with others charged with attending an illegal 

protest during which protesters allegedly caused deaths and criminal damage and are 
now being held jointly responsible for these offences;  
 

- a large number of death sentences have been handed down through mass trials since 
2013 against alleged Muslim Brotherhood members and alleged supporters of ousted 
President Morsi; these sentences and procedures are in breach of Egypt's obligations 
under international law; Mr. Halawa could face a real danger of receiving the death 
penalty given the nature of his mass trial;  

 
- freedom of expression and freedom of assembly are indispensable pillars of a 

democratic and pluralist society; the Egyptian constitution adopted in 2014 enshrines 
fundamental freedoms, including freedom of expression and assembly;  

 
- Article 10 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights considers that everyone is 

entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial 
tribunal, in the determination of his/her rights and obligations and of any criminal 
charge against him/her;  
 

- Mr. Halawa has now spent more than two years in prison, over a year of this without 
having been charged, in serious violation to his right to a speedy trial;  

 
- Mr. Halawa's trial is now in progress having been postponed on a number of 

occasions; his most recent hearing took place on the 29th July, 2016;  
 

- Mr. Halawa has been on hunger strike previously and his physical and mental health  
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is rapidly deteriorating;  
 

- any decision to release Mr. Halawa must ultimately be taken by the Egyptian 
authorities; 
 

and: 
 

- expresses its deepest concern at the deteriorating condition of Mr. Halawa due to his 
alleged poor conditions in prison;  
 

- calls on the Egyptian authorities, as a matter of priority, to ensure that the good health 
and wellbeing of Mr. Halawa is maintained while he remains in prison;  
 

- asks the Egyptian authorities to ensure that Article 10 of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, which states that all persons deprived of their liberty 
shall be treated with humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human 
person, is respected;  
 

- welcomes that Egypt has facilitated consular access to Mr. Halawa, an Irish and 
European citizen, for the Irish Government, and access to his legal representation;  
 

- calls on the Egyptian authorities, in regard to Mr. Halawa's Irish and European 
citizenship, to continue to facilitate consular access for the Irish Government;  
 

- strongly condemns the use of a mass trial in the judicial process and urges the 
Egyptian Government to ensure that the human right to a fair and independent trial as 
outlined in Article 10 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights is respected and 
upheld;  
 

- asks the Egyptian authorities to ensure an independent and credible investigation in 
the case of Mr. Halawa, to respect the right for a fair and timely trial based on clear 
charges, and to ensure the respect of the defendant's rights;  
 

- reiterates Ireland’s absolute opposition to the use of the death penalty under all 
circumstances and calls for a full moratorium on the issuance of capital punishment 
in Egypt;  
 

- urges Egypt to ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights of 1996 aiming at the abolition of the death penalty;  
 

- stresses its strong desire to see Mr. Halawa returned to Ireland by the Egyptian 
authorities under the Presidential Decree / Law 140 as soon as possible;  
 

- calls on the Taoiseach and Minister for Foreign Affairs to keep the case of Mr. 
Halawa with high priority on the agenda of political dialogue with Egypt;  
 

- instructs the Cathaoirleach to forward this resolution to the President of Ireland, the 
Taoiseach, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the governments and 
parliaments of the EU Member States, the Egyptian Government and Parliament, the 
UN Secretary General and the UN Human Rights Council.” 

  – Senators Mark Daly, Catherine Ardagh, Lorraine Clifford-Lee, Paul Daly, Aidan 
 Davitt, Robbie Gallagher, Gerry Horkan, Terry Leyden, Jennifer Murnane 
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 O'Connor, Brian Ó Domhnaill, Ned O'Sullivan, Keith Swanick, Diarmuid Wilson. 
 [5th July, 2016] 

____________________ 
 

8.  “That Seanad Éireann: 
  

- considers  the  restoration of pay under the Haddington Road Agreement of up to 
€5,000 for members of the Government and Dáil Éireann as unwarranted at this time;  
 
and  
 

- believes that the Representational Payment of €16,950 paid to City and County  
 

- Councillors is no longer commensurate with their workload; and  
  

calls on the Government instead to: 
  

- sanction the capacity of local authorities to increase the fixed allowance for city and 
county councillors; and 
 

- immediately increase the Representational Payment to reflect the time and effort 
associated with their workload.” 

             Senators Gerard P.Craughwell, Victor Boyhan . 
 [11th October, 2016] 

____________________ 
 

9.  “That Seanad Éireann: 
 

- aware of a report by Amnesty International dated 2nd November, 2007, which stated 
that between 27th July, 1988 and the end of that year, thousands of political prisoners 
in Iran, including prisoners of conscience, were executed in prisons nationwide; 
 

- bearing in mind that those alleged to have been personally responsible for these mass 
executions include senior officials serving in the current Government of Iran; 

 
- noting that the audio file of Ayatollah Montazeri, Deputy to Ayatollah Khomeini in 

1988, revealed new evidence about the massacre of more than 30,000 political 
prisoners in Iran’s prisons in the summer of 1988 including women and children and 
all political prisoners who supported the opposition movement of the People’s 
Mujahedin of Iran (PMOI); and 
  

- understanding that the massacre was carried out following a fatwa by the Supreme 
Leader Khomeini who ordered all political prisoners loyal to the PMOI to be 
immediately executed; 
  
- is concerned by Ayatollah Montazeri’s comments that this is the biggest crime to 

have occurred in the Islamic Republic and that the world would not forgive them 
for this crime; 

  
- agrees that the impunity of the authorities of the Iranian regime in the past three 

decades is the main cause for the continuation of these crimes in Iran; 
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- expresses concern that those alleged to have been in charge of the massacre go 
unpunished and are currently in senior positions in the Iranian Government; and 

  
urges the Government to: 

 
- recognise and condemn this massacre as a crime against humanity; and 

 
- ask the UN Human Rights Commissioner, the Human Rights Council, the General 

Assembly and the Security  Council to order an investigation and bring the 
perpetrators to justice.” 

 – Senators David Norris, Gerard P. Craughwell, Frances Black, John Dolan, Joan 
Freeman, Alice-Mary Higgins, Colette Kelleher, Brian Ó Domhnaill, Grace 
O’Sullivan. 

 [11th  November, 2016] 
____________________ 

 
10.  “That Seanad Éireann: 

 
- recognises that Ireland has one of the highest population levels per local government 

unit in the OECD; 
 

- recognises that the 2014 local government reforms have negatively impacted upon the 
level of local democratic representation with local government in Ireland; 
 

- recognises the need to increase financial autonomy, possess available functions and 
influence councillors over expenditure within Irish local government; 

 
- recognises that devolved decision-making possesses the potential to strengthen the 

tapestry of Irish local government; 
 

- recognises that the capacity of Irish Local Government must be strengthened, as the 
functions it executes matter, both to the citizen and the State; and 
 

calls for: 
 

- the introduction of an element of direct democracy infused into the Irish local 
government mix, to see local council referendums being introduced under legislation, 
whereby such a process mandates meaningful consultation (referendum) prior to any 
decision, affecting the territorial structure of local councils; 

 
- the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government to approve additional 

resources to local democratic practitioners, ensuring that citizens continue to receive 
sufficient channels of responsiveness; 
 

- the recognition of research-based findings, demonstrating that the councillors who 
remain, following the 2014 reforms, are under-resourced, hence, if this is not 
addressed in the short-term, many councillors will either forfeit their roles, due to 
financial pressures stemming from professional strains or, will maintain their roles, 
only on the basis of their own long-term financial independence; 

 
- careful recognition of the fact that the 2014 local government reforms have 

significantly altered the structure of local government and, therefore, must be 
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addressed to protect the democratic legitimacy of local government in Ireland.” 
 – Senators Brian Ó Domhnaill, Mark Daly, Catherine Ardagh, Lorraine Clifford-Lee, 

Paul Daly, Aidan Davitt, Robbie Gallagher, Gerry Horkan, Terry Leyden, Jennifer 
Murnane O’Connor, Ned O’Sullivan, Keith Swanick, Diarmuid Wilson. 

 [23rd  November, 2016] 
____________________ 

 
11.  “That Seanad Éireann: 

 
- recognises a newly released audio file of the late Ayatollah Montazeri, former 

successor to the Supreme Leader Khomeini, in 1988, revealing new evidence about the 
massacre of more than 30,000 political prisoners in Iran’s prisons in the summer of 
1988, including women and children and all political prisoners who supported the 
opposition movement of the People’s Mojahedin Organisation of Iran (PMOI), which 
Amnesty International in 2008 called one of the worst abuses to be committed in Iran; 
 

- acknowledges that this massacre was carried out following a fatwa by the Supreme 
Leader Khomeini who ordered all political prisoners loyal to the PMOI to be 
immediately executed; 
  

- notes that in the new audio recording, Ayatollah Montazeri, comments that it is ‘the 
greatest crime committed during the Islamic Republic, for which history will condemn 
us.’; 
  

- expresses its deepest concern that human rights abuses and executions continue today 
in Iran because of the impunity enjoyed by Iranian authorities in the past three and a 
half decades; 
  

- recognises that, according to Ayatollah Montazeri’s revelations and survivors’ 
accounts, those in charge of the massacre go unpunished and are currently in senior 
positions in the Iranian Government; 
 

- notes that Ayatollah Montazeri’s son, Mr. Ahmed Montazeri, has been put on trial 
without a lawyer in the Special Clerical Court on 19th October, 2016, on charges of 
‘acting against national security’ for publishing an audio file of his father’s meeting 
with the ‘Death Commission’; 
  

- notes that Amnesty International warned in 2013 that the Iranian authorities still seek 
to ‘erase the “1988 political massacre” from memories’ and ‘have also persecuted and 
harassed the families of the victims, including by dispersing gatherings and arresting 
them on the commemoration day held annually on the last Friday before 1 September 
in Khavaran Cemetery in southern Tehran.’; 
  

- supports the efforts to end these decades long atrocities being pursued by the National 
Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI) and its President elect, Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, and 
further supports the ten point plan for a future Iran that envisions a democratic, secular 
republic with the abolition of the death penalty and torture as well as establishing the 
rule of law and respect for the United Nations Charter; 
  

and 
 

- calls for the Government to recognise and condemn this brutal massacre as a crime 
against humanity; 
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- requests the United Nations Human Rights Commissioner, Human Rights Council, the 

General Assembly and the Security Council to order an investigation and bring the 
perpetrators to justice; 
  

- urges the Government to back the efforts of the Iranian people and the NCRI to make 
Mrs. Rajavi’s ten point democratic platform a reality in Iran; and 
 

- instructs the Cathaoirleach to forward this resolution to the President of Ireland, the 
Taoiseach, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, the UN Secretary General, the 
UN Human Rights Council and the UN Human Rights Commissioner.” 

 – Senators Brian Ó Domhnaill, David Norris, Catherine Ardagh, Paul Daly, Aidan 
Davitt, Robbie Gallagher, Colette Kelleher, Billy Lawless, Pádraig Ó Céidigh, Ned 
O’Sullivan.   

 [23rd  November, 2016] 
____________________ 

 
12.  “That Seanad Éireann calls on the Minister for Health to negotiate a ‘risk sharing’ 

arrangement with Orkambi drug manufacturer Vertex Pharmaceuticals, whereby Orkambi will 
be made available to every patient who needs the drug and the HSE will meet the expense in 
the cases where the drug is effective.” 

 – Senators Keith Swanick, Catherine Ardagh, Mark Daly, Diarmuid Wilson, Gerry 
Horkan, Lorraine Clifford-Lee, Paul Daly, Aidan Davitt, Robbie Gallagher, Terry 
Leyden, Jennifer Murnane O’Connor, Ned O’Sullivan, Brian O’Domhnaill. 

 [5th December, 2016] 
____________________ 

 
13.  “That Seanad Éireann:  

 
- reaffirms Article 6.1 of the Constitution of Ireland which states: ‘All powers of 

government, legislative, executive and judicial, derive, under God, from the people, 
whose right it is to designate the rulers of the State and, in final appeal, to decide all 
questions of national policy, according to the requirements of the common good.’; 
 

- notes that the 31st Dáil established a Constitutional Convention by resolution on 10th 
July, 2012;  

 
- further notes that on 9th June, 2013, the Constitutional Convention voted 

overwhelmingly that direct democracy (citizens’ initiatives) with adequate safeguards 
be introduced;  
 

- upholds the principle of direct democracy and the holding of Constitutional 
referendums to affect legislative change;  

 
- acknowledges that a newly constituted Citizens’ Assembly would help implement the 

principles of direct democracy by adding citizen-initiated referendums to the 
Constitution of Ireland;  

 
- supports empowering a Citizens’ Assembly for the period of one year so that it can 

devise a new mechanism that will enable citizens to robustly scrutinise proposed 
legislation, assess and advocate for citizens’ initiatives, and table amendments and 
counter proposals to Government-sponsored legislation;  
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- agrees that:  
 

- membership of the new One Year Citizens’ Assembly will consist of:  
  

- a Chairperson, to be appointed by the Taoiseach;  
  

- a minimum of 66 citizens randomly selected so as to be broadly 
representative of Irish society and who are entitled to vote;  

  
- on a referendum; and  

 
- in local authority elections;  

  
- a member of the Northern Ireland Assembly from each of the political 

parties; and  
 

- one member of the Oireachtas appointed by their political 
party/grouping; and  

 
- substitutes may be appointed to sit on the Assembly by their political 

parties/groupings who will be entitled to full participation rights on the 
Assembly including the right to vote; and  

 
- further agrees that:  

 
- the Assembly will agree its own rules of procedure to ensure effective conduct 

of its business which will be done in as economical a manner as possible;  
 

- the Assembly will give appropriate regard to the conventions and clauses 
contained within the Good Friday and St. Andrew’s Agreements;  
 

- the Assembly will present an interim report to the Houses of the Oireachtas, 
including its recommendations, within two months of completing its 
deliberations;  
 

- the Assembly may invite and accept submissions from interested bodies and 
members of the public and will seek advice and guidance whenever necessary to 
aid its members in their deliberations;  
 

- all matters before the Assembly will be determined by a majority of the votes 
cast by members present;  
 

- the Chairperson will have the casting vote in the event of a hung vote; and  
 

- the Taoiseach will provide to the Houses of the Oireachtas a response to the 
recommendation(s) of the Assembly within one month of receiving the interim 
and final reports, and he/she will indicate the timeframe for when the Dáil 
envisages holding any related referendum.” 

 – Senators Paul Gavan, Rose Conway-Walsh, Máire Devine, Pádraig 
MacLochlainn, Trevor Ó Clochartaigh, Niall Ó Donnghaile, Fintan Warfield. 

 [16th December, 2016] 
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____________________ 
 
14.  “That Seanad Éireann calls on the Minister for Social Protection to acknowledge the concerns 

being raised in communities across the country concerning the Jobpath scheme and to 
immediately carry out a full review of the scheme operated by Turas Nua and Seetec.” 

– Senators Trevor Ó Clochartaigh, Rose Conway-Walsh, Máire Devine, Paul 
Gavan, Pádraig MacLochlainn, Niall Ó Donnghaile, Fintan Warfield. 

  [16th December, 2016] 
 
15.  “That Seanad Éireann calls on the Government to impose a total ban on trade and imports that 

are proven to either originate or be tied to Israel's illegal settlements in occupied Jerusalem, the 
West Bank and Golan Heights and to ensure that the Republic of Ireland distinguishes, in all 
relevant dealings, between the territory of the State of Israel and the territories occupied since 
1967 by acting in compliance with our obligations under international law and treaties which 
require the Government, along with all third parties, with specific regard to Israel's illegal 
settlements to (i) ensure respect for international law, (ii) to not recognise an illegal situation 
arising from such breaches and (iii) to refrain from any activity that would render aid or 
assistance to serious breaches of peremptory norms of international law.” 

– Senators David Norris, Frances Black, Lynn Ruane. 
  [12th January, 2017] 

____________________ 
 

16.  “That Seanad Éireann calls on the Minister of State with responsibility for the Diaspora to 
update the house on the implementation of the Global Irish - Irish Diaspora Policy with 
particular focus on the progress that has been made by the Interdepartmental Committee on 
the Irish Abroad.” 

– Senators Trevor Ó Clochartaigh, Paul Gavan, Rose Conway-Walsh, Máire Devine,
 Pádraig MacLochlainn, Niall Ó Donnghaile, Fintan Warfield. 

  [16th February, 2017] 
____________________ 

 
17.  “That Seanad Éireann  

 
recognises: 
 

- that the North-South Interconnector is a vital piece of infrastructure for ensuring a 
safe and sustainable source of energy for both Ireland and Northern Ireland; 

 
- that communities across Cavan, Monaghan, Meath, Tyrone and Armagh are very 

concerned about the present proposals for the North-South Interconnector; 
 

- that the recent decision of An Bord Pleanála to approve planning permission for the 
overhead pylon project did not consider an alternative underground option, which 
was not put forward by EirGrid; 

 
- the negative impacts that an overground interconnector will have on the landscape of 

these areas, particularly on their more scenic and ecologically sensitive locations; 
 

- the potential detrimental consequences for the tourism sector in these areas; 
 

- that the present plans for the North-South Interconnector would have adverse effects 
on the livelihoods and farming practices of farming households along its route; and 
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- that some 2,550 homes are potentially impacted by the proposed overhead line; 

 
acknowledges: 
 

- the continued failure to address the concerns raised by local residents; 
 

- the need and requirement that the communities concerns must be addressed; 
 

- that considerable technological advances have occurred since the most recent 
analysis of undergrounding was conducted in 2009, such that the cost and technical 
feasibility of undergrounding the North-South Interconnector have changed greatly; 

 
- that EirGrid has recognised that undergrounding the project is feasible; and 

 
- that the present Programme for a Partnership Government, committed and affirmed 

the need for ‘much better engagement with citizens and communities about the 
energy policy decisions that affect them’ and committed to ‘effective community 
consultation on energy infrastructure developments.’; and 

 
calls on the Government to commission immediately an independent report incorporating 
international industry expertise to: 
 

- examine the technical feasibility and cost of undergrounding the North-South 
Interconnector, taking into account the most recent developments in technology and 
experience gained from existing projects abroad; 

 
- evaluate the potential impacts of both undergrounding and overgrounding the North-

South Interconnector on surrounding areas, considering such aspects as its impact on 
local tourism, health, landscape, agriculture, heritage, etc; 

 
- analyse the real costs to date, and estimated future costs, of the current proposed 

overhead pylon project;  
 

- ensure that no further work is done on the North-South Interconnector until this 
analysis and a full community consultation is completed; and 
 

- implement its commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government in 
relation to better engagement and community consultation about energy policy 
decisions that affect them.” 

 
– Senators Robbie Gallagher, Diarmuid Wilson, Catherine Ardagh, Lorraine 

Clifford-Lee, Mark Daly, Paul Daly, Aidan Davitt, Gerry Horkan, Terry Leyden,  
Jennifer Murnane O’Connor, Ned O’Sullivan, Keith Swanick, Brian Ó Domhnaill, 
David Norris. 

  [21st February, 2017] 
____________________ 

 
33.  An Seanad a chur ar athló. 

Adjournment of the Seanad. 
____________________ 
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BILLÍ AR SIÚL AGUS GNÓ ATÁ ORDAITHE 
Bills in Progress and Business Ordered 

____________________ 
 

Dé hAoine, 29 Nollaig, 2017 
Friday, 29th December, 2017 

 
An Bille Inimirce (Athchóiriú) (Stádas Cónaithe a Thabhairt chun Rialtachta), 2016 – Ordaíodh é a 
 léamh an dara huair an 29 Nollaig, 2017. 
Immigration (Reform) (Regularisation of Residency Status) Bill 2016 – Ordered to be read a 
 second time on 29th December, 2017. 

– Senators David Norris, Victor Boyhan, Gerard P. Craughwell. 
________________ 

 
BILLÍ SEANAID SA DÁIL  
Seanad Bills with the Dáil 

 
An Bille Forbartha Mianraí, 2015. 
Minerals Development Bill 2015. 

____________________ 
 
Bille na Lia-Chleachtóirí (Leasú), 2014. 
Medical Practitioners (Amendment) Bill 2014. 

____________________ 
 

An Bille Iomaíochta (Leasú), 2016. 
Competition (Amendment) Bill 2016. 

____________________ 
 
An Bille um Cheartas Coiriúil (Pianbhreitheanna Príosúnachta Fionraithe), 2016. 
Criminal Justice (Suspended Sentences of Imprisonment) Bill 2016. 

____________________ 
 
An Bille um Maoin Chultúrtha a Choimirciú i gCás Coinbhleacht Armtha (Coinbhinsiún na 

Háige), 2016. 
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (Hague Convention) Bill 2016. 

____________________ 
 

An Bille um Bosca Forbartha Eolais (Deimhniú Aireagán), 2016. 
Knowledge Development Box (Certification of Inventions) Bill 2016.  

____________________ 
 

MEMORANDA 
Dé Céadaoin, 22 Feabhra, 2017 

Wednesday, 22nd February, 2017 
 

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Leanaí agus Gnóthaí Óige i Seomra Coiste 1, TL2000, ar 9 a.m. 
Meeting of the Joint Committee on Children and Youth Affairs in Committee Room 1, LH2000, at 

9 a.m. 
 

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Iompar, Turasóireacht agus Spórt i Seomra Coiste 4, TL2000, ar 9 
a.m. 
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Meeting of the Joint Committee on Transport, Tourism and Sport in Committee Room 4, LH2000, 
at 9 a.m. 

 
Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Shláinte i Seomra Coiste 3, TL2000, ar 1.30 p.m. 
Meeting of the Joint Committee on Health in Committee Room 3, LH2000, at 1.30 p.m. 

 
Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Achainíocha ón bPobal i Seomra Coiste 1, TL2000, ar 1.30 p.m. 
Meeting of the Joint Committee on Public Petitions in Committee Room 1, LH2000, at 1.30 p.m. 

 
Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Maoiniú ar Sheirbhísí Uisce Tí sa Todhchaí i Seomra Coiste 4, 

TL2000, ar 1.30 p.m. 
Meeting of the Joint Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water Services in Committee 

Room 4, LH2000, at 1.30 p.m. 
________________ 

 
 

Déardaoin, 23 Feabhra, 2017 
Thursday, 23rd February, 2017 

 
Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Ghnóthaí Eachtracha agus Trádáil, agus Cosaint i Seomra Coiste 

2, TL2000, ar 9.45 a.m. 
Meeting of the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade, and Defence in Committee Room 2, 

LH2000, at 9.45 a.m. 
 

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Choimirce Shóisialach i Seomra Coiste 4, TL2000, ar 10 a.m. 
Meeting of the Joint Committee on Social Protection in Committee Room 4, LH2000, at 10 a.m. 

________________ 
 

SCRÍBHINNÍ A LEAGADH FAOI BHRÁID NA dTITHE 
DOCUMENTS LAID BEFORE THE HOUSES1 

 
Reachtúil:  Statutory: 
   
Tairiscint Ceadaithe ag Teastáil  Requiring Motion of Approval 
   
An tOrdú um an Acht Airgeadais, 2004 (Alt 91) 
(Géilleadh don Phríomh-Chiste a Iarchur), 2017. 
[Dréacht]. (D) 

 Finance Act 2004 (Section 91) (Deferred 
Surrender to Central Fund) Order 2017 [Draft]. 
(D) 

   
In-neamhnithe le Tairiscint  Open to Motion to Annul 
   
Na Rialacháin Iascaigh Mhara (Caomhnú agus 
Saothrú Réasúnach Speiceas Domhainfharraige), 
2017 (I.R. Uimh. 50 de 2017). 

 Sea-Fisheries (Conservation and Rational 
Exploitation of Deep-Sea Species) Regulations 
2017 (S.I. No. 50 of 2017). 

 
 

1 I gcás nach leagtar scríbhinn ach faoi bhráid aon Teach amháin, cuirfear (D) – Dáil nó  (S) – Seanad ina diaidh dá réir sin. 
 Where a document is laid before one House only it will be appended with (D) – Dáil or (S) – Seanad accordingly. 
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