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71 DÁIL ÉIREANN

Dé Máirt, 19 Deireadh Fómhair, 2021
Tuesday, 19th October, 2021 

2 p.m.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendment to Motion

195. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— average  rents  increased  by 7  per  cent  in  the  last  year  according  to  the  Q2  2021  
Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) rent index report;

— in the RTB rent index report nine counties experienced average rent increases of more  
than 10 per cent and all counties experienced average rent increases of more than 4  
per cent;

— the September Central Statistics Office (CSO) Consumer Price Index shows that the 
Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices increased by 3.8 per cent in the last 12 months;

— the RTB rent review calculator currently shows rental inflation at 3.9 per cent;

— the August  CSO Residential  Property Price Register  shows that  house prices have 
increased by 10.9 per cent in the last year; and

— despite the spiralling cost of rents, Budget 2022 contained no specific measures to  
reduce the cost of private renting; and

agrees that the Government:

— should have increased direct capital investment in social and affordable housing in 
Budget 2022 to deliver 20,000 social and affordable homes including affordable cost 
rental homes next year;

— must introduce emergency measures to cut rents, such as a refundable tax credit to  
reduce rent by 8.3 per cent, putting one month’s rent back into renters’ pockets;

— must introduce an emergency three-year ban on rent increases for all existing and new 
tenancies in the private rental sector;

— must  introduce  a  mandatory  NCT-style  certification  for  landlords  to  demonstrate 
compliance with minimum standards;

— must ensure that 25 per cent of all private rental tenancies are inspected annually by 
Local Authorities;
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— must introduce real tenancies of indefinite duration by amending section 34 of the  
Residential Tenancies Act 2004 to remove sale and use by family member as grounds 
for eviction;

— must  ensure  the  RTB  has  adequate  staff  to  police  and  enforce  Government  rent 
regulations; and

— must work with all higher educational institutions to ensure the delivery of affordable  
student  accommodation.”  —  Eoin  Ó  Broin,  Chris  Andrews,  John  Brady,  Martin  
Browne,  Pat  Buckley,  Matt  Carthy,  Sorca  Clarke,  Rose  Conway-Walsh,  Réada  
Cronin,  Seán Crowe,  David  Cullinane,  Pa Daly,  Pearse  Doherty,  Paul  Donnelly,  
Dessie Ellis,  Mairéad Farrell,  Kathleen Funchion,  Thomas Gould, Johnny Guirke,  
Martin  Kenny,  Claire  Kerrane,  Pádraig  Mac  Lochlainn,  Mary  Lou  McDonald,  
Denise Mitchell, Imelda Munster, Johnny Mythen, Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire, Ruairí Ó  
Murchú, Louise O'Reilly, Darren O'Rourke, Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Maurice Quinlivan,  
Patricia Ryan, Brian Stanley, Pauline Tully, Mark Ward, Violet-Anne Wynne.

Leasú:
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes that:

— the Government is fully committed to tackling high rents and ensuring an increase in  
the supply of affordable high-quality accommodation for purchase or rent, including 
through continued significant capital investment;

— under Housing for All - a New Housing Plan for Ireland, the Government is providing 
an unprecedented level of capital investment in housing, a total of €20 billion until  
2026;

— the Plan sets  out  the  most  ambitious  programme of social  and affordable  housing 
delivery in the history of the State, with 90,000 social homes and 54,000 affordable  
homes to be provided by the end of 2030;

— the Government has already made significant changes in rent controls by restricting 
any rent  increases  in Rent  Pressure  Zones (RPZ) from exceeding any Harmonised  
Index of Consumer Prices inflation, which the Government recognise has increased in 
the short-term;

— as previously indicated, the Minister intends to bring forward urgent rental legislation  
in  the  coming  weeks  to  introduce  a  cap  on  rent  increases  in  RPZs,  subject  to 
Government approval;

— as set out in the Programme for Government: Our Shared Future, the Government is 
committed  to  legislating  for  tenancies  of  indefinite  duration,  and,  subject  to  the  
Government’s approval, the Minister will do so shortly, to provide further security of 
tenure for tenants;

— 2022 will see record capital investment in housing of some €4 billion, through the 
Exchequer, the Land Development Agency (LDA) and the Housing Finance Agency;

— in 2022, over 11,800 new social homes will be delivered, including 9,000 new build 
homes, as well as 4,100 new affordable homes, including 2,550 affordable purchase 
and 1,580 cost rental homes;

— the Government will support 14,800 new households to have their housing needs met  
under the Housing Assistance Payment and the Rental Accommodation Scheme, as 
well as supporting almost 82,000 existing tenancies under these schemes;

— for the rental sector, the Government has targeted the delivery of 18,000 Cost Rental  
homes by local authorities, Approved Housing Bodies and the LDA by 2030 in order 



to provide long-term sustainable rental,  and over 1,580 Cost  Rental homes will  be 
delivered in 2022;

— since 2020, the Government has increased funding by 22 per cent, and staff capacity 
by 13 for the Residential Tenancies Board to help further protect tenants, it also has  
stronger enforcement powers;

— funding of €6 million in 2020 and €10 million in 2021, an increase of 66 per cent, was 
provided to local  authorities  to inspect  rental  properties,  and the strong legislative  
framework under which they currently operate has made a positive contribution to 
supporting the ongoing improvement of standards and to ensuring the availability of 
an increasingly high-quality stock of rental accommodation in Ireland;

— since August 2019, student specific accommodation is covered by the protection of 
the tenancy legislation;

— in relation to rental deposits, legislation passed in July restricts the level of upfront  
payments required of tenants, including students, to a total value not exceeding two 
months’ rent;

— the  Government  will  support  technological  universities  to  develop  purpose-built 
student accommodation through access to appropriate financing, and

— the Government already introduced five pieces of rental legislation to protect tenants  
during  the  Covid-19  emergency.”—  An  tAire  Tithíochta,  Rialtais  Áitiúil  agus  
Oidhreachta.
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