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I dTOSACH GNÓ PHOIBLÍ 

AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

Billí ón Seanad: Bills from the Seanad

a1. An Bille um Pleanáil agus Forbairt (Leasú) (Uimh. 3), 2021 — An Dara Céim.
Planning and Development (Amendment) (No. 3) Bill 2021 — Second Stage.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh Leasú ar Thairiscint: Notice of Amendment to Motion

173. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— on  9th  April,  2019,  An  Board  Pleanála  approved  Dublin  City  Council’s  (DCC)
Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) Planning Scheme for Poolbeg West;

— following years of campaigning by the Irish Glass Bottle Housing Action Group and
communities in Ringsend and Irishtown, Dublin City Councillors ensured the SDZ
plan included 15 per cent affordable housing, above the 10 per cent social housing
required under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000;

— the SDZ provides for between 3,000 and 3,500 new homes;

— up to 350 of these will be social housing and up to 570 are to be affordable housing;

— over €30 million of funding from the Department of Transport and the Department of
Housing, Local Government and Heritage will be provided as part of the SDZ for a
bridge connecting Britain Quay to York Street on the Poolbeg Peninsula;

— up  to  €28.6  million  may  be  provided  by  the  Department  of  Housing,  Local
Government  and  Heritage  under  the  Serviced  Sites  Fund  for  the  provision  of
affordable housing;

— up to €20 million in funding has been provided through the Urban Regeneration and
Development Fund for the upgrade of Sean Moore Road;

— in order to ensure that affordable homes are genuinely affordable, DCC negotiated
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with the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) to purchase the land at the
Irish Glass Bottle site, at a significant discount on its market value;

— in 2019, DCC and NAMA reached an agreement that would have secured the land for
the affordable homes at a discount of up to 60 per cent of market value;

— following protracted discussions between DCC and the then Department of Housing,
Planning and Local Government, the Department refused to fund DCC’s purchase of
the land;

— a last-minute intervention by a senior NAMA board member to the then Minister for
Housing,  Planning  and  Local  Government,  Eoghan  Murphy,  failed  to  secure
departmental funding for the land purchase;

— as a consequence, the land was sold at a price significantly above the guide price, to 
Ronan Group Real Estate (RGRE)  and Oaktree Capital Management;

— the consequence of this transaction will be to push up development costs, making the
delivery of genuinely affordable homes more difficult;

— NAMA have retained a 20 per cent interest in the entire Poolbeg lands;

— the 2021 report of the Society of Chartered Surveyors Ireland entitled ‘The Real Costs
of  New Apartment  Delivery Report  2020’  highlighted  that  the  all-in  development
costs of new apartments in Dublin City ranged from €493,000 to €618,000;

— no agreement has been reached to date between DCC, NAMA and RGRE, on how to
deliver the affordable homes in the SDZ;

— there  is  now real  concern  in  the  local  community  that  the  delivery  of  genuinely
affordable homes on the Irish Glass Bottle site will not be possible; and

— the failure of the Government to avail of the opportunity to build affordable public
homes  on public  land  at  the  Irish Glass  Bottle  site  is  emblematic  of  their  failing
approach to housing across the State; and

agrees that:

— genuinely affordable homes on the Irish Glass Bottle site in the Poolbeg West SDZ
must be delivered;

— the Ministers for Finance, Housing, Local Government and Heritage, and Transport
must, as a matter of urgency, meet with both the Irish Glass Bottle Housing Action
Group and DCC to agree a plan to guarantee the delivery of genuinely affordable
homes on the Irish Glass Bottle site;

— the Government should seek to have NAMA’s 20 per cent  interest  in the Poolbeg
lands transferred to DCC; and

— the  Minister  for  Housing,  Local  Government  and  Heritage  and  the  Minister  for
Transport must make clear that no infrastructural funding will be made available to
the developers within the SDZ until a satisfactory plan for the delivery of affordable
homes is secured.” —  Eoin Ó Broin, Chris Andrews, John Brady, Martin Browne,
Pat Buckley, Matt Carthy, Sorca Clarke, Rose Conway-Walsh, Réada Cronin, Seán
Crowe,  David  Cullinane,  Pa  Daly,  Pearse  Doherty,  Paul  Donnelly,  Dessie  Ellis,
Mairéad Farrell, Kathleen Funchion, Thomas Gould, Johnny Guirke, Martin Kenny,
Claire  Kerrane,  Pádraig  Mac  Lochlainn,  Mary  Lou  McDonald,  Denise  Mitchell,
Imelda Munster, Johnny Mythen, Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire, Ruairí Ó Murchú, Louise
O'Reilly, Darren O'Rourke, Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Maurice Quinlivan, Patricia Ryan,
Brian Stanley, Pauline Tully, Mark Ward, Violet-Anne Wynne.

Leasú:
Amendment:



1. To insert the following after “until a satisfactory plan for the delivery of affordable homes
is secured”:

“— affordable shall be defined as a price that ensures the tenant or owner is not paying
more than 25 per cent of their earnings on either mortgage or rent; and

— where the NAMA lands are transferred to DCC, the homes on this portion of the land
will all be social or affordable.” — Richard Boyd Barrett, Gino Kenny, Paul Murphy,
Bríd Smith.
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