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32 DÁIL ÉIREANN

Dé Máirt, 18 Bealtaine, 2021
Tuesday, 18th May, 2021

An Lárionad Coinbhinsiúin, Baile Átha Cliath
Convention Centre Dublin

2 p.m.

ORDUITHE AN LAE
ORDERS OF THE DAY

22a. Ráitis  agus  Ceisteanna  agus  Freagraí  maidir  leis  an  gcibearionsaí  le  déanaí  agus  an
tionchar ar an gcóras sláinte.

Statements and Questions and Answers on the recent cyberattack and its impact on the
health system. 

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh Leasú ar Thairiscint: Notice of Amendment to Motion

164. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— housing  in  the  State  has  become  unaffordable  for  most  ordinary workers,  putting
homeownership out of the reach of a whole generation of young people;

— it is becoming increasingly difficult for first-time buyers, and those trying to buy a
home, to buy a house, as the cost of housing has increased by 30 per cent across the
State since 2016 and 40 per cent in Dublin City;

— the cost of renting a home has increased by 44 per cent across the State since 2016,
and 36 per cent in Dublin City, and this is preventing people from saving the deposits
needed to buy a home;

— in 2016, Rebuilding Ireland: An Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness promised
to deliver 2,000 affordable rental homes by 2018;

— to date, not a single affordable rental home has been delivered by Government;

— in Budget 2019, the Government allocated €300 million to deliver 6,000 affordable
purchase homes by 2021 and, to date, not a single affordable purchase home has been
delivered from this funding;
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— in Budget 2021, no additional capital funding was allocated for affordable purchase
homes;

— in Budget 2021, just €35 million was allocated for approved housing bodies to buy
390 apartments for affordable rental;

— on 9th February, 2021, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
confirmed  to  the  Oireachtas  Joint  Committee  on Housing,  Local  Government  and
Heritage that  530 affordable  homes would be delivered in 2021,  700 in 2022 and
close to 1,500 in 2023;

— on 9th March, 2021, the Land Development Agency confirmed to the Oireachtas Joint
Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage that the first  homes to be
delivered by the agency would be in 2023, with just 600 units that year and 600 in
2024 and above 1,000 by 2025;

— the  National  Economic  and  Social  Council,  the  Economic  and  Social  Research
Institute (ESRI) and the Housing Agency have all called on the Government to deliver
affordable homes on scale;

— the ESRI has called on the Government to double direct capital investment in social
and affordable homes;

— the  International  Monetary  Fund  has  said  that  the  Government  can  borrow  more
capital funding to address the affordable housing crisis; and

— on  the  basis  of  the  current  spending  allocations,  delivery  targets  and  delivery
timelines,  it  is  clear  that  this  Government  does  not  have  either  the  plan  or  the
ambition to tackle the affordable housing crisis; and

calls on the Government to:

— take immediate action to make housing affordable again;

— recognise that delivering social and affordable housing and addressing the crisis in the
rental sector will reduce the pressure that is pushing up house prices;

— double direct capital investment in public housing to meet social and affordable need
to at least €2.8 billion annually;

— agree  annual  targets  for  the  delivery  of  affordable  Cost  Rental  and  affordable
purchase  homes  with  every  local  authority,  including  those  to  be  delivered  by
approved housing bodies, co-operatives and community housing trusts;

— deliver a minimum of 8,000 affordable homes each year with 4,000 affordable Cost
Rental and 4,000 affordable purchase homes;

— structure the financing and delivery of the affordable purchase homes to deliver an
average purchase price of €230,000 in Dublin, and less elsewhere;

— structure the financing and delivery of the affordable Cost Rental homes to deliver an
average rental charge of between €700 and €900 per month; and

— end the sale or gifting of residential public land to private developers, to ensure that
all homes on such land are social, affordable Cost Rental and affordable purchase.”
—  Eoin Ó Broin, Chris Andrews, John Brady, Martin Browne, Pat Buckley, Matt
Carthy,  Sorca  Clarke,  Rose  Conway-Walsh,  Réada  Cronin,  Seán  Crowe,  David
Cullinane, Pa Daly, Pearse Doherty, Paul Donnelly, Dessie Ellis, Mairéad Farrell,
Kathleen Funchion, Thomas Gould, Johnny Guirke, Martin Kenny, Claire Kerrane,
Pádraig  Mac Lochlainn,  Mary  Lou McDonald,  Denise  Mitchell,  Imelda  Munster,
Johnny Mythen, Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire, Ruairí Ó Murchú, Louise O'Reilly, Darren
O'Rourke,  Aengus  Ó Snodaigh,  Maurice  Quinlivan,  Patricia  Ryan,  Brian  Stanley,
Pauline Tully, Mark Ward, Violet-Anne Wynne.

Leasú:



Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“acknowledges the extensive range of measures included in the Programme for Government:
Our Shared Future, building on the initiatives already undertaken and in progress, which will be
brought  forward  to  support  individuals  and  families  to  access  affordable  housing  and,  in
particular, welcomes:

— that in 2021, the Government set forward the largest housing budget in the history of
the State;

— that in 2021, the Government set the most ambitious social housing targets on record;

— that Budget 2021 committed an unprecedented €620 million in affordability measures;

— the expansion of the Help to Buy scheme to €30,000;

— that in July 2021, the Government will deliver the first Cost Rental units in the history
of the State;

— that affordable homes for purchase will be made available for purchase from this year;

— the investment of over €1.2 billion in the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund,
to unlock development in cities and towns around the country this year; and

— the Government’s  commitment  to  putting affordability at  the  heart  of  the  housing
system; and

fully supports:

— the most comprehensive legislation dealing solely with affordability in the history of
the State through the Affordable Housing Bill 2021, which is currently progressing
through Seanad Éireann;

— the key elements of the Affordable Housing Bill 2021, encompassing local authority
led  affordable  homes,  Cost  Rental  units,  the  Affordable  Purchase  Shared  Equity
scheme  and  expanding  the  provisions  made  under  Part  V  of  the  Planning  and
Development Act 2000;

— the Land Development Agency Bill 2021, as a seminal change in how we manage
public land and strategic planning, which is at Committee Stage in Dáil Éireann;

— the  implementation  of  the  commitments  in  the  Programme  for  Government:  Our
Shared Future to:

— extend  the  Serviced  Sites  Fund,  which  is  intended  to  deliver  6,200 new
affordable homes by bringing forward proposals to expand the scope and
potential of the fund to accelerate the delivery of affordable homes by local
authorities;

— provide seed capital to local authorities to provide serviced sites at cost in
towns and villages to allow individuals and families build homes; and

— expand the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan; and

— the development of the Housing for All plan due to be published this summer, setting
out  a  comprehensive  new vision  for  housing  in  Ireland,  putting  affordable  home
ownership back at its heart with ambitious multi-annual funding and specific targets.”
— An tAire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta.
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