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GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
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Fógra i dtaobh Leasú ar Thairiscint: Notice of Amendment to Motion

106. “That Dáil Éireann:

acknowledges that:

— the unlawful  use  of  quad-bikes  and scrambler  motorcycles  has  resulted  in  serious
injury and death;

— Gardaí do not have the required training, resources or legislative powers to effectively
address the unlawful and dangerous use of quad-bikes and scrambler motorcycles;

— the current practice is that Gardaí do not follow or apprehend those using or driving
quad-bikes or scrambler motorcycles in an unlawful or dangerous manner;

— the scourge of scrambler motorcycles and off-road motorbikes is at an all-time high in
urban centres  across  the State,  with some cases  where parents  are afraid to allow
young children out to play in housing estates and public parks;

— elderly people who use local parks for recreation are afraid to go for their daily walk
and that local sports clubs have been forced to abandon their activities where their
pitches have been destroyed by the illegal use of scrambler motorcycles and quad-
bikes;

— there are reports from communities that quad-bikes and scrambler  motorcycles  are
being used for the delivery and distribution of drugs, in order to avoid apprehension
by the Gardaí;

— the current legislation is not adequate to effectively address this issue and needs to be
reformed, amended and robustly enforced; and

— public parks and community recreational facilities have been damaged as a result of
the unlawful use of quad-bikes and scrambler motorcycles, at significant cost to local
authorities; and

calls on the Government to:

— bring forward, as a matter of urgency, amending legislation to give the Gardaí powers
to seize and detain quad-bikes and scrambler motorcycles when being used unlawfully
or in a dangerous or reckless manner;

P.T.O.



— extend the relevant  legal  definition  of  public  place  to  include  public  parks,  green
spaces in estates, public recreational areas and sporting grounds under the ownership
of local authorities or clubs;

— ensure that Gardaí are provided with the necessary resources and training to follow
and apprehend those using quad-bikes and scrambler motorcycles unlawfully;

— extend the National Vehicle and Driver File database, to provide for the compulsory
registration of all quad-bikes and scrambler motorcycles;

— conduct  a  review  of  practices  in  other  jurisdictions  which  result  in  the  police
performing  a  controlled  stop  on  those  illegally  riding  motorcycles  and  scrambler
motorcycles;

— introduce, as a standard operational practice, the successful pilot scheme rolled out in
Finglas in 2019, which resulted in the seizure of over 40 motorcycles and scrambler
motorcycles which were being used illegally on the roads;

— put in place a campaign to highlight the dangers of scrambler motorcycles and quad-
bikes, when driven recklessly or in public places;

— run an effective public awareness campaign in the run-up to Christmas to discourage
the purchase of such vehicles for children and young people; and

— encourage local authorities to explore the feasibility of providing suitable spaces for
the use of registered quad-bikes and scrambler motorcycles in a safe, controlled and
responsible manner.” — Paul Donnelly, Chris Andrews, John Brady, Martin Browne,
Pat Buckley, Matt Carthy, Sorca Clarke, Rose Conway-Walsh, Réada Cronin, Seán
Crowe, David Cullinane, Pa Daly, Pearse Doherty, Dessie Ellis,  Mairéad Farrell,
Kathleen Funchion, Thomas Gould, Johnny Guirke, Martin Kenny, Claire Kerrane,
Pádraig  Mac Lochlainn,  Mary  Lou McDonald,  Denise  Mitchell,  Imelda  Munster,
Johnny Mythen, Eoin Ó Broin, Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire, Ruairí Ó Murchú, Louise
O'Reilly, Darren O'Rourke, Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Maurice Quinlivan, Patricia Ryan,
Brian Stanley, Pauline Tully, Mark Ward, Violet-Anne Wynne.

Leasú:
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“is concerned that:

— the misuse of scrambler motorcycles,  quad-bikes and other vehicles is a matter  of
public concern and has led to serious safety risks and interference with the enjoyment
of amenities for communities in some areas of the country; and

— regrettably,  the misuse of these vehicles has resulted in death or serious injury in
some cases;

notes that:

— An Garda Síochána pursue appropriate policing strategies with due regard to the need
to  ensure  that  responses  to  the  misuse  of  vehicles  do  not  lead  to  increased  and
exacerbated public safety risks;

— An  Garda  Síochána  pursue  consistent  law  enforcement  practices  by  responding
appropriately to incidents and local circumstances;

— the existing legislation requires the safe use of vehicles as well as compliance with
conditions  for  driver  licensing,  motor  taxation  and  insurance,  and  the  relevant
legislative provisions have already been subject of close examination by Government
departments and advice from the Attorney General;

 — Gardaí already have significant enforcement powers in relation to dangerous misuse



of vehicles  and non-compliance  with regulations  on driver licensing,  taxation and
insurance, including seizure of vehicles where appropriate;

— the Government has provided extensive resources to An Garda Síochána to support
law enforcement and effective policing;

— Gardaí successes in the seizure of vehicles underline the need to continue to support
An Garda Síochána to respond to local situations and provide appropriate resources
and technical support; and

— An Garda Síochána continues to provide a robust policing response to the trade in
illegal  drugs  and  to  adopt  intelligence-led  approaches  to  counter  the  activities  of
criminal groups, notwithstanding the current pressures on the Garda service due to the
restrictions resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic; and

supports:

— the Programme for Government ‘Our Shared Future’ commitment to enhance powers
available to An Garda Síochána to limit the use of scrambler motorcycles and quad-
bikes by those engaged in anti-social behaviour and enact legislation to add to those
powers if needed;

— the recent  publicity campaign by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and An Garda
Síochána  to  discourage  the  purchase  of  scrambler  motorcycles  and  quad-bikes,
particularly in the run up to Christmas;

— the ongoing engagement between Government departments and agencies to assess if
there  are  any  further  means  of  strengthening  legislation  in  this  area,  as  well  as
enhancing  enforcement  measures,  public  awareness  raising  and  community-based
responses;

— the ongoing development of policing responses by An Garda Síochána;

— the  ongoing  engagement  between  An  Garda  Síochána,  local  authorities  and
communities, to support appropriate responses to local circumstances;

— the ongoing work of the RSA to raise awareness of the dangers of misuse of vehicles;

— the additional resources provided by Government in Budget 2021 for youth services;

— the  imminent  publication  of  a  new Youth  Justice  Strategy which  will  provide  a
renewed framework to enhance responses to youth crime and anti-social behaviour;

— the work of the forum on anti-social behaviour, which was recently convened by the
Minister of State for Law Reform, in line with a commitment in the Programme for
Government ‘Our Shared Future’; and

— the  recent  announcement  to  pilot  local  community  safety  partnerships  which
recognise the  need  for  a  collaborative  approach  between  communities,  local
authorities and services, including policing and youth services, to effectively target
issues  affecting communities,  such as  anti-social  behaviour,  including through the
misuse of scrambler motorcycles.” — An tAire Dlí agus Cirt. 
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