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10 a.m.

ORD GNÓ
ORDER OF BUSINESS

8a. Tairiscint maidir le Gnáthchomhalta a Cheapadh ar Choimisiún Thithe an Oireachtais.
Motion  re Appointment  of  Ordinary  Member  to  the  Houses  of  the  Oireachtas 

Commission.

10. Ráitis maidir le hIompar (Covid-19).
Statements on Transport (Covid-19).

11. An Bille Cosanta (Leasú), 2020 — An Dara Céim (atógáil).
Defence (Amendment) Bill 2020 — Second Stage (resumed).

4. An  Bille  um Cheartas  Coiriúil  (Sciúradh  Airgid  agus  Maoiniú  Sceimhlitheoireachta) 
(Leasú), 2020 — An Dara Céim (atógáil).

Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) (Amendment) Bill 2020 — 
Second Stage (resumed).

91. (l) Tairiscint maidir le Tionscal na dTacsaithe (vótáil a cuireadh siar).
(a) Motion re the Taxi Industry (postponed division).

92. (l) Tairiscint maidir le Cearta Oibrithe (vótáil a cuireadh siar).
(a) Motion re Workers Rights (postponed division).

90. (l) Tairiscint  maidir le Sábháilteacht an Phobail agus Tinte Ealaíne (vótáil a cuireadh  
siar).

(a) Motion re Community Safety and Fireworks (postponed division).

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

20. (l) An Bille um Shaoire Bhreoiteachta agus um Shaoire do Thuismitheoirí (Covid-19),  
2020 — An Dara Céim.

(a) Sick Leave and Parental Leave (Covid-19) Bill 2020 — Second Stage.

P.T.O.
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I dTOSACH GNÓ PHOIBLÍ 
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

Fógraí Tairisceana: Notices of Motions

8a.  “Go ndéanann Dáil Éireann, faoi alt 8 de 
na  hAchtanna  um  Choimisiún  Thithe  an 
Oireachtais,  2003  go  2018,  an  Teachta 
Jennifer  Ní  Mhurnáin  Uí  Chonchobhair  a 
cheapadh ina gnáthchomhalta de Choimisiún 
Thithe  an  Oireachtais  in  ionad  an  Teachta 
Séamus  de  Brún,  a  scoireann  de  bheith  i 
seilbh  oifige  mar  chomhalta  de  Choimisiún 
Thithe an Oireachtais tar éis a cheaptha mar 
Aire Stáit, de réir an ailt réamhráite sin 8.

That  Dáil  Éireann,  under  section  8  of  the 
Houses  of  the  Oireachtas  Commission  Acts 
2003  to  2018,  appoints  Deputy  Jennifer 
Murnane O’Connor to be an ordinary member 
of the Houses of the Oireachtas Commission 
in  place  of  Deputy  James  Browne,  who 
ceases  to  hold  office  as  a  member  of  the 
Houses  of  the  Oireachtas  Commission 
following  his  appointment  as  a  Minister  of 
State, in accordance with the aforementioned 
section 8.”

—Seán Mac Ambróis, Aire Stáit ag Roinn an Taoisigh.

ORDUITHE AN LAE
ORDERS OF THE DAY

4. An  Bille  um Cheartas  Coiriúil  (Sciúradh  Airgid  agus  Maoiniú  Sceimhlitheoireachta) 
(Leasú), 2020 — An Dara Céim (atógáil).

Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) (Amendment) Bill 2020 — 
Second Stage (resumed).

10. Ráitis maidir le hIompar (Covid-19).
Statements on Transport (Covid-19).

11. An Bille Cosanta (Leasú), 2020 — An Dara Céim (atógáil).
Defence (Amendment) Bill 2020 — Second Stage (resumed).

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Gnó a ordaíodh:
Business ordered:

20. (l) An Bille um Shaoire Bhreoiteachta agus um Shaoire do Thuismitheoirí (Covid-19),  
2020 — An Dara Céim.

(a) Sick Leave and Parental Leave (Covid-19) Bill 2020 — Second Stage.

—Alan Kelly.

Leasú ar an Tairiscint don Dara Léamh:
Amendment to Motion for Second Reading:

1. To delete all words after “That” and substitute the following:

“Dáil Éireann:
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— acknowledges the exceptional  challenges faced by employees  during the Covid-19 
pandemic and the lack of a statutory sick pay regime in Ireland;

— welcomes the introduction of the Covid-19 enhanced illness benefit which provides 
income support to any employee with Covid-19 symptoms or required to self- isolate 
and also the recent introduction of a new social insurance-based paid parental benefit  
scheme and extended parental leave rights; and

— and resolves that the Sick Leave and Parental Leave (Covid-19) Bill 2020 be deemed 
to be read a second time this day six months, to allow for consultation between now 
and then by the Minister for Social Protection and the Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment, with unions and employers, which will allow for:

— consideration of reforms and improvements to Ireland’s statutory sick pay 
laws and any related change to illness benefit which is funded through Pay 
Related  Social  Insurance  (PRSI)  contributions  as  referred  to  in  the 
Programme for Government;

— research into the extent and exact nature of the problems identified by this 
Bill, including a full evaluation of the costs the Bill as drafted would place 
on employers,  particularly small  and medium sized enterprises  that  have 
been severely hit by Covid-19; and

— full discussion and exploration of other practical issues and consequences 
that may arise, such as increased business costs and business viability, as a  
result  of  the  proposals  and  to  consider  other  options  for  change  which 
might  be  available,  and  which  would  not  make  it  more  difficult  for 
employers to remain viable.”

—An tAire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

Tairiscint (vótáil a cuireadh siar):
Motion (postponed division):

90. “That Dáil Éireann:

acknowledges:

— the number of Community Gardaí across the State has fallen from 1,182 in 2010 to 
710  in  July  2020,  with  a  drop  in  Community  Garda  numbers  in  the  Dublin 
Metropolitan Region decreasing by 45 per cent from 508 in 2010 to 278 in July 2020;

— the number of Gardaí assigned to the Dublin Metropolitan Region in August 2020 at  
4,059 remains below 2010 figures at 4,160;

— that  the  Programme  for  Government  makes  a  commitment  to  ‘prioritise  visible  
policing  in  both  rural  and  urban  communities’  and  ‘remove  Gardaí  from 
administrative, technical and other non-core duties to allow them to focus on policing  
matters’;

— the fear and anxiety felt throughout communities, particularly in urban areas in the  
run up to Halloween, caused by early onset of the misuse of fireworks;

— that several serious incidents have been reported, including fireworks being thrown at 
those attending a vigil for a hit and run victim, fireworks being thrown in letterboxes 
and pedestrians being targeted by fireworks;

P.T.O.
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— the threat caused by these actions to public services and community facilities such as  
local bus services, sports pitches and public parks;

— the impact of the use of illegal fireworks on the resources of emergency services, with  
over 900 calls to Dublin Fire Brigade on Halloween night 2018, including over 300 
ambulance call-outs, and the Dublin Fire Brigade being called out to approximately 
180 emergency incidents on Halloween night in 2019;

— the safety risk posed by the use of illegal fireworks and the increasing possibility of 
serious injuries in the absence of effective measures to prevent the unlicensed import,  
sale and distribution of illegal fireworks;

— the significant noise pollution and disturbance to the wider community caused by the 
illegal  and  frequent  use  of  fireworks,  which  is  particularly distressing  for  elderly 
people, young children and animals; and

— that the start date for Operation Tombola, which commenced on 4th September, 2020, 
is ineffective given that multiple incidents have been reported well in advance of the  
operations commencement; and

calls on the Government to:

— ensure that  the frequency of Garda patrols  in communities  most  affected by these 
actions  is  immediately  increased  and  commit  to  restoring  the  number  of  Gardaí  
assigned to the Dublin Metropolitan Region to a minimum of 2010 levels by 2021;

— immediately  increase  the  recruitment  of  Garda  civilian  staff  to  help  facilitate  an  
increased Garda presence in communities;

— commit to a minimum recruitment of 800 Gardaí per annum, with priority deployment  
in the area of community safety;

— immediately establish a joint taskforce between An Garda Síochána and the Police  
Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) under Operation Tombola, to proactively work to 
combat the distribution, sale and use of illegal fireworks;

— establish a confidential and dedicated telephone line to allow members of the public  
to report instances of the misuse of fireworks;

— immediately roll out a public and school awareness campaign incorporating Dublin  
Fire Brigade and the Gardaí, including engagements with schools, community groups 
and youth organisations, to highlight the dangers of the misuse of fireworks;

— commit to providing a report on Operation Tombola to the Houses of the Oireachtas 
before  31st  December,  2020,  identifying  areas  for  improvement  in  resourcing and  
making recommendations  in respect  of  same to develop an annual  strategy for the 
effective combating of the importation, sale and use of illegal fireworks;

— immediately commence public consultation to run until after the Halloween period, 
involving community groups, youth organisations and the wider public, to identify the 
extent  of  the  impact  of  the  misuse  of  fireworks  and to  ensure  that  resources  are  
effectively targeted in areas most affected and the views of effected communities are  
incorporated into the annual strategy; and

— commit to the establishment of Operation Tombola on an annual basis to commence 
no later  than  1st  July,  and  ensure  that  the  operation  is  sufficiently resourced  and 
involves joint  co-operation  with the  PSNI.” —  Mark Ward,  Chris  Andrews,  John  
Brady,  Martin  Browne,  Pat  Buckley,  Matt  Carthy,  Sorca  Clarke,  Rose  Conway-
Walsh, Réada Cronin, Seán Crowe, David Cullinane, Pa Daly, Pearse Doherty, Paul  
Donnelly, Dessie Ellis, Mairéad Farrell, Kathleen Funchion, Thomas Gould, Johnny  
Guirke,  Martin  Kenny,  Claire  Kerrane,  Pádraig  Mac  Lochlainn,  Mary  Lou  



423 

McDonald,  Denise  Mitchell,  Imelda  Munster,  Johnny  Mythen,  Eoin  Ó  Broin,  
Donnchadh  Ó  Laoghaire,  Ruairí  Ó  Murchú,  Louise  O'Reilly,  Darren  O'Rourke,  
Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Maurice Quinlivan, Patricia Ryan, Brian Stanley, Pauline Tully,  
Violet-Anne Wynne.

[22 September, 2020]

Leasuithe:
Amendments:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes:

— the fear and anxiety felt throughout communities, particularly in urban areas in the  
run up to Halloween, caused by early onset of the misuse of fireworks;

— that several serious incidents have been reported, including fireworks being thrown at 
those attending a vigil for a hit and run victim, fireworks being thrown in letterboxes
and pedestrians being targeted by fireworks;

— the threat caused by these actions to public services and community facilities such as  
local bus services, sports pitches and public parks;

— the impact of the use of illegal fireworks on the resources of emergency services, with  
over 900 calls to Dublin Fire Brigade on Halloween night 2018, including over 300 
ambulance call-outs, and the Dublin Fire Brigade being called out to approximately 
180 emergency incidents on Halloween night in 2019;

— the safety risk posed by the use of illegal fireworks and the increasing possibility of 
serious injuries in the absence of effective measures to prevent the unlicensed import,  
sale and distribution of illegal fireworks; and

— the significant noise pollution and disturbance to the wider community caused by the 
illegal  and  frequent  use  of  fireworks,  which  is  particularly distressing  for  elderly 
people, young children and animals;

therefore, condemns the illegal sale and dumping of low-cost fireworks;

further notes:

— the huge impact of months of Covid-19 restrictions on young people;

— that  an  Irish  Youth  Foundation  survey  found  64  per  cent  of  youths  are  having 
difficulty maintaining routine  and structure,  while  53 per  cent  have mental  health 
concerns;

— that 39 per cent are experiencing social isolation and more than one in five are living 
with family conflict;

— that youth unemployment currently stands at 45 per cent;

— that  22 per  cent  of  those  on the Covid-19 Pandemic  Unemployment  Payment  are 
young workers who now face severe cuts to those payments;

— that investment in youth services fell by 31 per cent over the eight years to 2015;

— that today, investment remains at 15 per cent lower than a decade ago, despite rising 
numbers of young people in the population; and

P.T.O.
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— that cuts to youth services have resulted in the loss and curtailment of services in  
many of the area worst affected by the fireworks outbreaks; and

further condemns the cuts and lack of investment in youth services and calls on the Government  
to:

— prioritise funding for interventions aimed at youth services;

— bring funding across  youth services immediately back to the 2008 figure of €73.1 
million; and

— commit  to  invest  in  the  coming year  in  the  areas  outlined  in  the  National  Youth 
Council of Irelands pre-Budget submission.” —  Bríd Smith, Richard Boyd Barrett,  
Gino Kenny, Paul Murphy, Mick Barry.

2. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes:

— the commitment in the Programme for Government to close engagement between An 
Garda Síochána and local communities;

— the Government’s  commitment  to implement  the report  of  the Commission on the 
Future of Policing in Ireland entitled ‘A Policing Service for the Future’,  including 
the key action for the redeployment of members of An Garda Síochána away from 
non‐core duties and into communities;

— the new Garda Operating Model which will reorganise resources around the delivery 
of  frontline  policing,  emphasising  engagement  with  communities  and  supporting 
victims of crime;

— the commitment of Government to continue recruitment to An Garda Síochána;

— the recruitment of more than 3,500 additional Gardaí since 2014, amounting to 14,648 
Garda members at the end of August 2020, with an additional 3,344 civilian staff;

— that in addition to the 4,059 Gardaí assigned to the Dublin Metropolitan Region at the 
end of August 2020, 429 Garda civilian staff were also assigned to this region, which 
is an increase of 184 on the figure in 2010, supporting the release of Garda members  
from non‐core duties to front line policing duties;

— that Gardaí in all regions are also supported by national specialist units such as the  
Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau, the Criminal Assets Bureau, the 
Garda  National  Economic  Crime  Bureau  and  the  Garda  National  Cyber  Crime 
Bureau;

— that in 2020 to date, 520 Garda trainees have been attested as sworn members of An 
Garda Síochána;

— the Government’s commitment to combatting the use of unlicensed fireworks in the 
State, by restricting the availability of all hazardous fireworks to the general public;

— that the penalties for offences related to unlicensed fireworks are severe, such as fines  
of up to €10,000 or up to five years imprisonment;

— that licences under the Explosives Act, 1875, are issued by the Department of Justice  
and Equality only for the importation of fireworks to be used in organised displays 
conducted by professional and competent operators;

— that throughout the Dublin Metropolitan Region, Community Gardaí together with the 
Divisional  Crime  Prevention  Officer,  working  in  conjunction  with  Dublin  Fire 
Brigade, will promote the awareness of the dangers associated with fireworks;
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— that in response to a noted increase in concerns relating to unlicensed fireworks the 
Garda Operation Tombola commenced on 4th September, which is one month earlier 
than in previous years;

— that under Operation Tombola, Gardaí have put in place local operational  plans to  
tackle the sale of fireworks, including through high visibility policing and utilising the 
Divisional Public Order Units as appropriate;

— that since 16th August, 2020, An Garda Síochána have seized a significant number of  
fireworks, in some instances resulting in prosecutions;

— the Department of Justice and Equality’s annual safety campaign, aimed at ensuring 
the public is aware of the dangers of illegal fireworks and bonfires;

— An Garda Síochána’s partnership approach to problem solving with the community 
and other agencies in the policing of the Halloween period and the importance of 
local Gardaí continuing to receive information directly from communities; and

— the very strong cooperation between the Police Service of Northern Ireland and An 
Garda Síochána, which takes place via a range of measures including a cross‐border 
policing  strategy,  an  annual  cross‐border  seminar  on  organised  crime,  the  Joint  
Agency Task Force and through parallel  investigations  and the Joint  Investigation 
Team;

recognises:

— that despite the Government’s policy on the matter, the use of unlicensed fireworks 
continues to be a problem and presents a significant safety risk, particularly in the  
weeks leading up to Halloween;

— the disturbance and distress caused by the unregulated and illegal use of fireworks in 
the lead up to Halloween and the impact on quality of life;

— the risk to health and safety of persons, animals, businesses and property by the illegal  
and unsupervised use of fireworks;

— the risk of injury, in particular to young children who are exposed to, or use illegal 
fireworks;

— the fear that can be experienced, in particular by elderly people in our communities  
and the impact on household pets and agricultural livestock; and

— the particular importance this year, given the impact of Covid‐19, that all steps are  
taken to prevent any additional strain on the public health system which could result  
from firework related injuries;

supports the Government’s:

— commitment to prioritise visible policing in communities and to redeploy Gardaí from 
non‐core  duties  to  enable  an  enhanced  focus  on  policing  matters,  including 
community policing;

— plan  to  extend  the  powers  of  An  Garda  Síochána  to  use  closed-circuit  television  
(CCTV) to help prevent crime and prosecute those involved;

— commitment to establish an expert forum on anti‐social behaviour;

— intention to introduce a national community safety policy and to develop community 
safety  partnerships  in  every  local  electoral  area  which  will  bring  together  
communities, An Garda Síochána, local authorities and essential services from across  
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Government to jointly tackle community safety issues;

— commitment to introduce a new Youth Justice Strategy in the coming months which  
will bring together the full range of community‐based youth justice interventions to be 
tailored for the needs of local communities; and

— commitment to keep under review the start date for Operation Tombola each year to 
ensure a timely response; and

reaffirms:

— its ongoing support for An Garda Síochána and the work the Gardaí do every day on  
behalf of communities across the country;

— its  support  of  the  Government’s commitment  to  support  communities  and take all 
necessary steps to reduce incidence of anti‐social behaviour, including the illegal use 
of fireworks; and

— its support of the Government’s commitment to work with communities and support 
them in accessing the right services and empowering them to be involved in issues 
affecting their quality of life.” — An tAire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

Tairiscint (vótáil a cuireadh siar):
Motion (postponed division):

91. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes:

— that 19,636 Small Public Service Vehicles are registered with the National Transport  
Authority in 2020;

— the  3,059 taxis  and  hackneys  which  are  wheelchair  accessible,  with  many people  
relying on these daily;

— the very important service taxi drivers provide as part of the public transport system 
across Ireland;

— the selfless contribution that taxi drivers have made during the pandemic, with many 
working throughout, despite the dangers, ferrying nurses and doctors to hospitals to 
ensure they could continue to care for patients;

— the huge challenges faced by the drivers in the taxi industry as a result of the ongoing 
Covid-19 pandemic;

— the evidence given by taxi representatives to the Oireachtas Special Committee on 
Covid-19 Response;

— that 23 per cent of drivers in the industry are aged over 66 years and are excluded  
from the Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment scheme;

— that 15 per cent of drivers in the industry are aged over 70 years, and while the public 
health advice was for these people to limit  the number of close contacts they had,  
many were forced back to work early, due to the lack of State support;

— the taxi protest scheduled, which highlights the frustration expressed by drivers at the  
lack  of  support  and  assistance  from the  Government  and  the  National  Transport 
Authority during the current pandemic;

— that the recent media reports, which suggest taxis could be banned from bus lanes,  
have caused offence and concern in the industry at an already very challenging time;  
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and

— the  Advisory  Committee  on  Small  Public  Service  Vehicles  (Taxi  Advisory 
Committee) has lost the confidence of many drivers; and

calls on the Government to:

— hold constructive engagements  with taxi  drivers and their  representative groups to 
discuss the challenges faced by the industry and to listen to the constructive proposals  
brought forward;

— introduce a financial assistance package to help drivers to get back to work;

— introduce  a  temporary moratorium on the  issuing of  new taxi  licences  during the 
current pandemic;

— permit,  for  the  length  of  the  current  pandemic,  a  two-year  extension  for  vehicles 
which would normally have to be replaced as a result of the nine-year rule, provided 
such vehicles are safe and roadworthy;

— undertake  a  review  of  the  current  Advisory  Committee  on  Small  Public  Service 
Vehicles (Taxi Advisory Committee); and

— establish a National Public Transport Forum and produce a long-term strategy for the 
future viability of the taxi industry here.” — Darren O'Rourke, Chris Andrews, John  
Brady,  Martin  Browne,  Pat  Buckley,  Matt  Carthy,  Sorca  Clarke,  Rose  Conway-
Walsh, Réada Cronin, Seán Crowe, David Cullinane, Pa Daly, Pearse Doherty, Paul  
Donnelly, Dessie Ellis, Mairéad Farrell, Kathleen Funchion, Thomas Gould, Johnny  
Guirke,  Martin  Kenny,  Claire  Kerrane,  Pádraig  Mac  Lochlainn,  Mary  Lou  
McDonald,  Denise  Mitchell,  Imelda  Munster,  Johnny  Mythen,  Eoin  Ó  Broin,  
Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire,  Ruairí  Ó Murchú,  Louise O'Reilly,  Aengus Ó Snodaigh,  
Maurice Quinlivan, Patricia Ryan, Brian Stanley, Pauline Tully, Mark Ward, Violet-
Anne Wynne.

[15 September, 2020]

Leasuithe:
Amendments:

1. (a) To insert the following after “due to the lack of State support;”: 

“— that  while  public  health  restrictions  remain  in  place,  particularly  restrictions  
impacting  international  travel  and  tourism,  work  related  travel,  numbers  going to 
concerts, theatres, festivals, entertainment and sports events, social gatherings, bars  
and nightclubs, there simply is not a sustainable living available for the current fleet 
of taxi drivers;

— that  taxi  drivers  are  now faced  with  an  impossible  dilemma of  remaining  on  the  
Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), due to be reduced, and returning 
to work when a sustainable income is not available and where taking up work will  
result in the loss of the PUP payment;

— that  taxi  drivers,  whether  working or on the PUP with severely reduced incomes, 
continue  to  have  on-going  costs  such  as  licence  renewal  fees,  National  Car  Test 
(NCT) fees, car repayments, fuel and maintenance costs, and insurance - costs which 
one recent report estimated at above €11,000 per year;”

(b) To insert the following after “introduce a financial package to help taxi drivers get  

P.T.O.
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back to work”:

“, which will include:

— a  step-down  income  subsidy  allowing  taxi  drivers  to  retain  a  payment 
equivalent to the PUP and earn additional income above that amount without  
losing the payment until the industry recovers;

— access to grants for taxi drivers to assist  with on-going work-related costs;  
and

— a waiver on licence renewal fees until  pandemic restrictions impacting the 
industry cease;”

and

(c) To insert the following after “moratorium on the issuing of new taxi licences during  
the current pandemic;”:

“— introduce a taxi licence buy back scheme for drivers wishing to exit the industry;” — 
Richard Boyd Barrett, Gino Kenny, Paul Murphy, Bríd Smith, Mick Barry.

2. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes:

— that 19,638 Small Public Service Vehicles (SPSV) are registered with the National  
Transport Authority (NTA) in 2020;

— the  3,059 taxis  and  hackneys  which  are  wheelchair  accessible,  with  many people  
relying on these daily;

— the very important services taxi, hackney, local area hackney, and limousine drivers 
provide as part of the public transport system across Ireland;

— the important contribution that SPSV drivers have made during the pandemic, with 
many working throughout to provide important transport services, including transport 
services for the Health Service Executive (HSE);

— the huge challenges  faced  by the  drivers  in  the  SPSV industry as  a  result  of  the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic;

— the evidence given by taxi representatives to the Oireachtas Special Committee on 
Covid-19 Response;

— that 15 per cent of drivers in the industry are aged over 66 years and are not covered 
by the Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) scheme and instead can 
avail of other social welfare payments such as the State Pension;

— that 9 per cent of drivers in the industry are aged 70 years and over, and that the fall in  
passenger  demand  for  SPSV  services  occasioned  by  Covid-19  means  that  many 
drivers,  in  this  cohort  in  particular,  may decide  not  to  return  to  work within  the  
industry;

— the important role of the Advisory Committee on Small Public Service Vehicles (Taxi  
Advisory Committee),  which has played a crucial role in advising the Minister  for  
Transport  Tourism and  Sport  and  the  NTA  with  proposals  to  support  the  SPSV 
industry through this uncertain time, particularly since the Minister invited proposals  
from the Committee to support the recovery of the SPSV industry in June 2020;

— the measures taken by the NTA immediately after the start of the pandemic, in March 
2020, to assist SPSV drivers, including an extension of licence validity for licences  
expiring between 13th March and 12th June, 2020 and the publication of information 
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and guidelines to assist SPSV operators;

— the further measures taken by the NTA to reduce the costs faced by SPSV operators  
such as waiving late licence renewal fees through to March 2021, extending vehicle 
age  limits  for  SPSV  licences  renewed  between  March  and  December  2020,  and 
facilitating, in conjunction with the insurance industry,  the suspension of insurance 
for those operators who stop working temporarily;

— the availability of the PUP, introduced in March, to self-employed SPSV operators,  
many  of  whom have  availed  of  the  payment  when  passenger  demand  for  SPSV 
services fell significantly due to Covid-19; and

— the measures available to self-employed SPSV operators under the Government’s July 
Stimulus  Plan,  including  the  Covid-19  Enterprise  Support  Grant,  the  Covid-19 
Business Loan Scheme, the Covid-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme, and income tax relief 
measures for self-employed individuals who were profitable in 2019 but loss-making 
in 2020 as a result of the present pandemic; and

acknowledges the Government’s commitment to:

— continue its constructive engagement and dialogue with the Advisory Committee on 
Small Public Service Vehicles (Taxi Advisory Committee) and SPSV representative 
groups to understand fully the issues facing the sector and,  to the extent  possible,  
identify  measures  to  support  SPSV  operators  returning  to  work  and  the  future  
sustainability of the industry beyond the present pandemic;

— fill vacancies that have arisen on the Advisory Committee on Small Public Service 
Vehicles  and,  insofar  as  is  practicable,  ensure  a  balanced  representation  of  taxi,  
hackney and limousine drivers from both urban and rural areas;

— continue to ensure that self-employed SPSV operators are able to avail of current and 
forthcoming financial support measures to the greatest extent possible; and

— keep the question of age limits for SPSVs under review, noting that they have been 
extended for  SPSVs due for renewal  for the  rest  of  2020.” (resumed)—  An tAire  
Iompair, Turasóireachta agus Spóirt.

Tairiscint (vótáil a cuireadh siar):
Motion (postponed division):

92. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes:

— the failure of the previous Government to legislate to implement the recommendations 
of  the  ‘Expert  Examination  and  Review of  Laws  on  the  Protection  of  Employee  
Interests when assets are separated from the operating entity (Duffy-Cahill Report)’  
which was commissioned following the closure of Clearys’ department store, and that  
this report made six recommendations aimed at protecting the rights of workers made 
redundant through insolvency;

— that a key recommendation of that report was that the State should have the right to 
chase up transferred assets and to use them to fund payments due to workers as per 
collective agreements; and

— workers at Debenhams Ireland are being denied their right to four weeks redundancy 
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pay per year of service as per a collective agreement with their union, Mandate;

further notes the distinct possibility of a large number of closures and insolvencies due to the  
economic crisis  caused by the Covid-19 pandemic,  which could affect  thousands of laid-off 
workers; and

calls on the Government to:

— introduce  emergency  legislation  to  implement  the  Duffy-Cahill  Report 
recommendations as a matter of urgency; and

— examine  the  need  for  a  ring-fenced  insolvency  fund,  such  as  exists  in  several  
European  Union  states,  to  allow for  all  payments  due  to  workers  laid  off  by  an 
insolvent  company,  which could be financed by a  levy on employers  Pay Related 
Social  Insurance.”  —  Joan  Collins,  Catherine  Connolly,  Michael  Fitzmaurice,  
Marian Harkin, Michael McNamara, Thomas Pringle.

[15 September, 2020]
Leasú (atógáil):
Amendment (resumed):

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“acknowledges the difficulties faced by the workers affected by the loss of jobs resulting from 
Covid-19 and, in particular the liquidation of Debenhams Ireland;

notes that:

— the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste, as well as the relevant Ministers of State have met on  
a number of occasions, with Debenhams employees and their representatives, to hear 
directly from them their views and concerns;

— in respect of redundancy entitlements, it is the responsibility of the employer in the 
first  instance  to  pay statutory  redundancy and  other  wage  related  entitlements  to  
eligible employees;

— the vast majority of employers act honourably and with full  consideration for their  
workers when experiencing trading difficulties giving rise to redundancies;

— Debenhams Ireland is undergoing a High Court supervised liquidation and that there  
is no statutory role for Ministers of the Government to interfere with or influence that 
process;

— there  is  a  clear  distinction  between the situation that  pertained  to Clerys  and that  
which pertains to Debenhams – the former involving a significant property asset held  
in  a  separate  company  and  not  available  to  discharge  obligations  to  creditors  
including employees, the latter not known to have any such asset;

— the only asset reported to be in consideration is some stock in the stores and that there  
may be many other legitimate claims on that asset, including from the suppliers of that 
stock,  as  well  as  public  monies  due  to  local  authorities  and  the  Revenue  
Commissioners;

— where,  as a result  of the insolvency of a company,  the employer  is  unable  to pay 
redundancy  entitlements,  whether  basic  statutory  entitlements  or  enhanced 
redundancy collective agreements, the role of the State is to provide a safety net for  
former  employees  by  paying  statutory  redundancy  entitlements  from  the  Social  
Insurance Fund;

— the Redundancy and Insolvency sections of the Department of Employment Affairs  
and Social Protection is engaged with the High Court appointed liquidator and will 
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ensure  that  all  claims  in  respect  of  employees  of  Debenhams  are  dealt  with 
expeditiously; and

— as is proper to the role of Government, the ‘Job Loss Protocol’ has been activated for  
employees  at  Debenhams  Ireland,  putting  in  place  all  available  supports  and 
information for workers, including on welfare entitlements, job-search assistance and 
upskilling needs and opportunities;

recalls  that  the  ‘Expert  Examination  and  Review of  Laws  on  the  Protection  of  Employee  
Interests when assets are separated from the operating entity (Duffy-Cahill Report)’:

— which was commissioned by the Government in the aftermath of the Clery’s closure,  
made a number of future-orientated recommendations;

— highlighted  how the issues  raised  by that  event  do not  have simple  solutions  and 
would  require  further  careful  consideration  involving  consultation  with  many 
stakeholders;

— stated that ‘it is not desirable to create a special class of worker with legal rights that  
go  beyond  the  generality  of  workers’,  and  noted  the  difficulties  of  determining 
whether an entitlement to enhanced redundancy would arise; and

— was sent to the Company Law Review Group (CLRG) in 2016 as part of the work of 
that group in advising the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation on any 
changes that it considered necessary to company law;

further recalls that:

— in 2017,  in parallel  with the Duffy-Cahill  report,  the CLRG undertook a root  and 
branch review of the Companies Act 2014  to address concerns raised in respect of the 
protection of employees and unsecured creditors and the report, which emanated from 
this  review by the  CLRG,  also  generally found that  the  current  provisions  of  the 
Companies  Act  2014 provide a comprehensive framework which strikes a balance 
between the interests  of  members  of  a  company and other  stakeholders,  including  
employees; and

— the  CLRG  did  not  include  the  implementation  of  the  Duffy-Cahill  Report  in  its  
recommendations;

considers  that  the  issue  of  the  retrospective  application  of  future  legislation  is  highly 
problematic and must be subject to legal advice from the Attorney General;

further notes that the Government is committed to, and is determined to, deliver on a number of  
actions in the Programme for Government, including to:

— review  whether  the  legal  provisions  surrounding  collective  redundancies  and  the 
liquidation of companies effectively protect the rights of workers;

— review the Companies Acts with a view to addressing the practice of trading entities  
splitting  their  operations  between  trading  and  property  with  the  result  being  the  
trading business (including jobs) go into insolvency and assets are taken out of the  
original business; and

— examine the legal provision that pertains to any sale to a connected party following 
insolvency of  a  company including  who can  object  and  allowable  grounds  of  an 
objection;

agrees that the proposal from the Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU) to examine the need 
for a ring-fenced insolvency fund is a valuable suggestion, worthy of further consideration and 
notes that the Government has further committed that it will progress this examination;
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emphasises that broad consideration, not only across Government, but also among stakeholders 
such as employers, will be necessary in respect of such a fund; and

calls  on all  parties involved in the Debenhams dispute to enter  into discussions and engage 
towards a fair resolution.” — An tAire Gnóthaí Fostaíochta agus Coimirce Sóisialaí.
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