
(Supplementary Order Paper)

25 DÁIL ÉIREANN

Dé Máirt, 7 Iúil, 2020
Tuesday, 7th July, 2020

2 p.m.

I dTOSACH GNÓ PHOIBLÍ 
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

Billí a thionscnamh: Initiation of Bills

Tabhairt Isteach:
Introduction:

4a. An Bille Caidrimh Thionscail (Orduithe Fostaíochta Earnála a Dhaingniú), 2020 — An 
Chéad Chéim.

Industrial Relations (Sectoral Employment Orders Confirmation) Bill 2020 — First Stage.

Bille  dá  ngairtear  Acht  do  thabhairt 
éifeacht  reachtúil  do  mholtaí  ón  gCúirt 
Oibreachais i ndáil le pá agus coinníollacha 
in  earnálacha  áirithe  den  gheilleagar;  agus 
do  dhéanamh  socrú  i  dtaobh  nithe 
comhghaolmhara.

Bill  entitled  an  Act  to  give  statutory 
effect  to  recommendations  of  the  Labour 
Court  in  relation  to  pay and  conditions  in 
certain  sectors  of  the  economy;  and  to 
provide for connected matters.

—Ged Nash, Aodhán Ó Ríordáin, Duncan Smith.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh Leasú ar Thairiscint: Notice of Amendment to Motion

8. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes:

— the absence of any targets for the delivery of affordable rental or purchase homes in 
the Programme for Government;

— the absence of any definition of affordable housing or any price points for affordable  
housing in the Programme for Government;

— the delays in delivering an affordable cost rental scheme since it was announced by 
the Government in 2014 and again in 2016;

— that rents have increased by 26 per cent since 2016, with average rents at €1,402 per  
month and €2,000 per month in Dublin;
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— that in Dublin, house prices have increased by 12 per cent since 2016 with average 
prices now at €373,248;

— that Economic and Social Research Institute research shows that 70 per cent of private 
renters and mortgaged households in the lowest quarter  of the income distribution 
have high housing costs; and

— that  during  four  years  of  a  Fianna  Fáil  and  Fine  Gael  Confidence  and  Supply 
Arrangement, not a single affordable home to rent or buy was delivered through any 
central Government scheme; and

calls on the Government to introduce an affordable housing scheme that:

— delivers mixed income and mixed tenure public housing developments on public land 
lead by local authorities, approved housing bodies and community land trusts;

— has a minimum target of 100,000 public homes to meet social and affordable need  
over five years;

— determines  tenure  mix  in  accordance  with  local  need,  combining  social  rental, 
affordable rental and affordable leasehold purchase;

— ensures  that  no  land  will  be  sold  or  transferred  out  of  public  ownership  for  the 
purpose of delivering public housing;

— defines housing affordability as no more than 30 per cent of net disposable income;

— is available to households whose gross incomes are below €75,000 for a couple and 
below €50,000 for a single person;

— delivers  affordable  homes  to  buy for  €230,000  or  less  in  cities  and  surrounding 
commuter belts;

— delivers affordable homes to buy for €220,000 or less in non-urban centres and non-
commuter belt areas;

— delivers affordable cost rental homes to rent between €700 and €900 per month;

— ensures flexibility in the final entry level rents and purchase price to take account of 
variations  in  regional  rental  and  purchase  markets,  with  a  particular  emphasis  on 
lower price markets in predominantly rural areas and smaller towns;

— is  consistent  with  the  National  Planning  Framework  requirements  for  urban 
densification and mixed-use, mid-rise and higher-density master planning by the local  
authority; and

— is financed through a combination of capital expenditure, serviced sites fund, capital  
advanced loan facilities and long-term low interest public borrowing from sources, 
including the  Housing Finance Agency,  the  European Investment  Bank and credit 
unions.” — Eoin Ó Broin, Chris Andrews, John Brady, Martin Browne, Pat Buckley,  
Matt Carthy, Sorca Clarke, Rose Conway-Walsh, Réada Cronin, Seán Crowe, David  
Cullinane, Pa Daly, Pearse Doherty, Paul Donnelly, Dessie Ellis, Mairéad Farrell,  
Kathleen Funchion, Thomas Gould, Johnny Guirke, Martin Kenny, Claire Kerrane,  
Pádraig  Mac  Lochlainn,  Mary  Lou  McDonald,  Denise  Mitchell,  Imelda  Munster,  
Johnny Mythen, Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire, Ruairí Ó Murchú, Louise O'Reilly, Darren  
O'Rourke,  Aengus  Ó Snodaigh,  Maurice  Quinlivan,  Patricia  Ryan,  Brian  Stanley,  
Pauline Tully, Mark Ward, Violet-Anne Wynne. 

[7 July, 2020]
Leasú:
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:



“acknowledges the extensive range of measures included in the Programme for Government - 
Our Shared Future, building on the initiatives already undertaken and in progress, which will be  
brought  forward  to  support  individuals  and  families  to  access  affordable  housing  and,  in 
particular, notes that:

— this  Government  has  confirmed  its  overarching  housing  policy  principle  that 
everybody should  have  access  to  good-quality  housing  to  purchase  or  rent  at  an 
affordable  price,  built  to  a  high  standard,  and  located  close  to  essential  services,  
offering a high quality of life;

— this  Government  believes  that  the  provision  of  more  affordable  housing  has  a 
profound benefit socially and economically, and that the State has a fundamental role  
in enabling the delivery of new homes and ensuring that best use is made of existing 
stock;

— building  on  the  progress  made  to  date,  this  Government  is  also  committed  to 
supporting  the  delivery  of  homes  through  the  Serviced  Site  Fund,  the  Local 
Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan and the 
Help to Buy scheme;

— under the Serviced Site Fund, local authorities have indicated they will deliver 3,200 
new affordable homes across 35 projects already approved;

— consistent with the National Planning Framework and the Building Control Reform 
agenda, this Government is committed to the delivery of quality homes and a planning 
system that delivers homes in a strategic manner to meet the demands of a modern 
society; and

— the Residential  Tenancies Board published a report  in June 2019,  prepared by the 
Economic and Social Research Institute, which shows that Rent Pressure Zones are 
having a moderating effect on rent price inflation to the magnitude of 2-3 per cent per 
annum; and

further notes the Government’s intention to:

— embed affordability at the heart of Ireland’s housing system;

— prioritise the increased supply of social and affordable homes;

— finalise and open a State-backed affordable home purchase scheme to promote home 
ownership for households that would otherwise be frozen out of the market;

— increase the social housing stock by more than 50,000 homes, with an emphasis on 
new builds, to ensure that those in the greatest need can access quality housing and to 
take pressure off other areas of the housing system thus ensuring more affordable  
supply for first-time buyers and renters;

— create  the  conditions  for  the  delivery of  the  greatest  number  of  affordable  homes 
possible,  including  setting  a  target  for  the  delivery of  affordable  homes  over  the 
lifetime of the Government, to be available for qualifying purchasers as a matter of  
priority;

— accelerate delivery of affordable homes by local authorities under the €310 million 
Serviced Sites Fund, to deliver 6,200 new affordable homes and expand the projects  
under the Fund and examine opportunities to expand the scope and potential of the 
Fund;

— ensure that local authorities remain central to delivering public social and affordable 
housing  working  with  approved  housing  bodies,  the  Land  Development  Agency 
(LDA) and other state and private sector partners;

— work with the private sector, through the planning and regulatory regimes, to ensure  
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that an appropriate mix and type of housing is provided nationally and locally;

— monitor and work to address, with key stakeholders and industry, issues arising in the 
area  of  construction  costs,  viability  and  productivity,  particularly  against  a 
background of Covid-19 and Brexit; 

— improve the supply and affordability of quality rental accommodation and the security 
of tenure for renters; 

— recognise the need to re-invigorate our towns, put in place a new scheme to provide 
seed  capital  to  local  authorities  to  provide  affordable  serviced  sites  in  towns  and 
villages to allow individuals and families build homes;

— retain  and  expand  the  Help  to  Buy  scheme  for  new  properties  and  self-build 
properties;

— expand the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan;

— expand Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 to encompass affordable as  
well as social housing;

— roll out the cost rental model for the delivery of housing that creates affordability for 
tenants and a sustainable model for the financing, construction and management of 
homes;

— complete the audit of State lands, identifying land banks in public ownership that are 
suitable for housing and other purposes;

— mandate the LDA to work with local authorities, State agencies and other stakeholders 
to develop masterplans for strategic sites; and

— avoid  over-concentration  of  particular  housing  types  in  areas,  by  requiring  local  
authorities to complete Housing Need Demand Assessments to inform the delivery of 
an appropriate mix of housing typologies to cater for the needs of disparate household 
types and sizes.” — An tAire Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil.


