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9.30 a.m.

ORD GNÓ
ORDER OF BUSINESS

39. Tairiscintí Airgeadais ón Aire Airgeadais [2019] (Tairiscint 9, atógáil).
Financial Motions by the Minister for Finance [2019] (Motion 9, resumed).

40. Ráitis  tar  éis  an chruinnithe den Chomhairle  Eorpach an 17-18 Deireadh Fómhair,  de 
bhun Bhuan-Ordú 111.

Statements post European Council meeting of 17th-18th October, pursuant  to Standing 
Order 111.

12. An Bille Airgeadais, 2019 — Ordú don Dara Céim.
Finance Bill 2019 — Order for Second Stage.

1. An Bille um Fhorbairt Tionscail (Leasú), 2019 [Seanad] — An Dara Céim.
Industrial Development (Amendment) Bill 2019 [Seanad] — Second Stage.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

247. (l) Tairiscint maidir le hÚinéireacht Phoiblí ar an Líonra Náisiúnta Leathanbhanda.
(a) Motion re Public Ownership of the National Broadband Network.

 

               

P.T.O.
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                                                    I dTOSACH GNÓ PHOIBLÍ 

AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

Billí ón Seanad: Bills from the Seanad

1. An Bille um Fhorbairt Tionscail (Leasú), 2019 [Seanad] — An Dara Céim.
Industrial Development (Amendment) Bill 2019 [Seanad] — Second Stage.

Billí a thionscnamh: Initiation of Bills

Tíolactha:
Presented:

12. An Bille Airgeadais, 2019 — Ordú don Dara Céim.
Finance Bill 2019 — Order for Second Stage.

Bille  dá  ngairtear  Acht  do  dhéanamh 
socrú maidir le forchur, aisghairm, loghadh, 
athrú  agus  rialáil  cánachais,  dleachtanna 
stampa agus dleachtanna a bhaineann le mál 
agus do dhéanamh socrú breise thairis sin i 
dtaobh  airgeadais  lena  n-áirítear  rialáil 
custam.

Bill  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the 
imposition, repeal, remission, alteration and 
regulation of taxation, of stamp duties and of 
duties  relating  to  excise  and  otherwise  to 
make  further  provision  in  connection  with 
finance including the regulation of customs.

—An tAire Airgeadais.

ORDUITHE AN LAE
ORDERS OF THE DAY

39. Tairiscintí Airgeadais ón Aire Airgeadais [2019] (Tairiscint 9, atógáil).
Financial Motions by the Minister for Finance [2019] (Motion 9, resumed).

40. Ráitis  tar  éis  an chruinnithe den Chomhairle  Eorpach an 17-18 Deireadh Fómhair,  de 
bhun Bhuan-Ordú 111.

Statements post European Council meeting of 17th-18th October, pursuant  to Standing 
Order 111.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógraí Tairisceana:
Notices of Motions:

247. “That Dáil Éireann:

— notes  the  Report  of  the  Oireachtas  Joint  Committee  on  Communications,  Climate 
Action and Environment entitled ‘Report on an investigation to examine the National  
Broadband Plan process thus far and how best to proceed and the best means to roll  
out rural  broadband’,  which was laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas on the 
27th August, 2019;

— endorses the view of the Oireachtas Joint Committee that:
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— high speed broadband is a vital piece of infrastructure for rural Ireland and 
should  be  provided  as  quickly  as  possible,  to  the  same  standard  as  is  
available commercially in other  parts  of the country,  at  the same cost  to  
consumers as elsewhere and at best value to the taxpayer; and

— the broadband network infrastructure should be under the ownership of the 
State, as it is strategically important; and

— resolves  that  public  moneys  should  not  be  expended  on  any proposed  broadband 
telecommunications  network  unless  such  a  network  is,  or  is  to  be,  owned  by  a  
Minister  of  the  Government  or  a  public  body on  behalf  of  the  people.”  —  Sean 
Sherlock, Brendan Howlin, Joan Burton, Alan Kelly, Jan O'Sullivan, Willie Penrose,  
Brendan Ryan. 

[22 October, 2019]
Leasuithe:
Amendments:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“accepts the Report  of the Oireachtas Joint  Committee on Communications,  Climate Action 
and Environment entitled ‘Report on an investigation to examine the National Broadband Plan 
process thus far and how best to proceed and the best means to roll-out rural broadband’;

notes that:

— high speed broadband is  a  vital  piece of public  infrastructure  for  rural  towns and 
communities;

— the National Broadband Plan (NBP) is fatally flawed;

— KPMG, in recommending that the private sector design, build, operate and own the 
infrastructure, stated that this  would be the least expensive option and would rank 
highest  on  deliverability  of  objectives,  however,  this  recommendation  has  utterly 
failed in that regard;

— a fundamental weakness in the process was the decision to continue with the private 
sector ‘design, build, operate and own’ model with one bidder;

— the private sector risk in the NBP project is practically non-existent, undermining the 
rationale for the design of the tender;

— every bidder that has direct experience of building networks and providing broadband 
services has walked away from the NBP;

— the  previous  Fine  Gael  -  Labour  coalition  Government  fully  endorsed  this 
fundamentally flawed process;

— a State-led approach is a realistic option for the roll-out of rural broadband, were the  
present process to be scrapped;

— the use of Electricity Supply Board (ESB) infrastructure remains a credible option for  
the delivery of the NBP;

— high speed  broadband  in  our  rural  towns,  villages  and  communities  is  absolutely 
necessary in order to halt the decline of rural Ireland; and

— there is no justification for the network developed under the NBP to be owned by the 
minority private investor instead of the majority public investor; and

P.T.O.
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calls on the Government to:

— accept that the State must now intervene in the NBP and deliver for our rural towns,  
villages and communities;

— re-engage with the ESB as a matter of urgency to examine the best model for delivery 
of a new NBP through the ESB infrastructure; and

— accept  that  all  infrastructure  developed  through  the  NBP  must  remain  in  public  
ownership.”  —  David  Cullinane,  Gerry  Adams,  John  Brady,  Pat  Buckley,  Seán  
Crowe,  Pearse  Doherty,  Dessie  Ellis,  Martin  Ferris,  Kathleen  Funchion,  Martin  
Kenny, Mary Lou McDonald, Denise Mitchell,  Imelda Munster,  Jonathan O'Brien,  
Eoin Ó Broin,  Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin,  Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire,  Louise  O'Reilly,  
Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Maurice Quinlivan, Brian Stanley.

2. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“agrees that:

— without high speed broadband, 1.1 million people, mostly living in rural Ireland, will  
not have access to high speed broadband, and will be left behind;

— without high speed broadband it will be significantly more difficult to attract new jobs  
to rural areas and develop new enterprise opportunities and it will be more difficult to 
retain the jobs that currently exist in these areas;

— you cannot sustain a healthy democracy if there are major groups of people who feel  
they are being left behind;

— without high speed broadband, it will be impossible for rural Ireland to take advantage 
of  the  opportunities  that  are  presented by the digital  economy,  from healthcare  to 
farming, and from education to agriculture, rural development and tourism; and

— without high speed broadband, remote working, which would allow people to have 
more flexible working arrangements, and to reduce their carbon footprint and urban 
sprawl by reducing the numbers commuting to large cities, will not be possible;

notes that:

— the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment is considering the 
recent report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Climate Action 
and the Environment in relation to the National Broadband Plan (NBP) and will revert 
to  the  Government  shortly  in  relation  to  the  recommendations  in  the  Committee 
report;

— the advice of the Attorney General is that it is not legally possible to change the 2016 
ownership decision within the current procurement process;

— cancelling the current procurement process, starting again and getting to the point at  
which contracts can be signed could take at a minimum three years and up to five  
years, with no guarantee of a successful outcome, in which case the roll-out of high 
speed broadband may not commence until 2026 and may not be completed until 2032, 
which would only serve to deepen the digital divide that exists in this country;

— in appointing a preferred bidder, the Government considered a number of alternative  
options  to  delivering the NBP, including changing the ownership  model,  and that 
from that work, it was clear that the analysis showed that all of the alternative options  
identified would take longer to reach 100 per cent of the Intervention Area premises  
compared  to  the  current  plan  (or  in  some  cases  100  per  cent  would  never  be 
achieved), and that:
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— it may be more costly;

— in most cases would require a consultation on a new strategy as well as a 
new procurement process and State-aid application; and

— it may not provide the level of future proofing required under the European 
Commission’s strategy, Connectivity for a European Gigabit Society;

— the then Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, commenced a 
public  consultation  in  July 2015 on the Intervention Strategy for  the  NBP, which  
included  consideration  of  five  alternative  ownership  options,  and  that  the  then 
Minister in December 2015 recommended to the Government two possible ownership 
options,  one  of  which  was  the  gap-funded  model,  and  then  established  an  inter-
departmental group to recommend the best way to proceed;

— an inter-departmental group reviewed the appropriate ownership model and based on 
this review the Department recommended the gap-funded model, and that it was then 
adopted by the Government in July 2016; and

— the State can receive 40 per cent of the value of the National Broadband Network at  
the  end  of  the  contract,  without  any  of  the  risk  associated  with  owning  146,000 
kilometres of fibre wire that have been hanging on rented infrastructure for 25 or 35  
years; and

calls on the Government to proceed to sign the National Broadband Plan Contract as soon as 
possible, as the 1.1 million people mostly living in rural Ireland have waited long enough to get  
connected to a service which is, or will be, freely available to virtually every person in towns 
and cities  across Ireland.”  — An tAire Cumarsáide,  Gníomhaithe ar son na hAeráide agus  
Comhshaoil.

TEACHTAIREACHTAÍ ÓN RIALTAS 
 MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNMENT

An Bille Airgeadais, 2019.
Finance Bill 2019.

For the purpose of Article 17.2 of the Constitution, the Government recommend that it is 
expedient to authorise such charges on and payments out of the Central Fund or the growing 
produce  thereof  and  such  payments  out  of  moneys  provided  by  the  Oireachtas  as  are 
necessary to give effect  to any Act of the present  session to provide for the imposition,  
repeal, remission, alteration and regulation of taxation, of stamp duties and of duties relating 
to excise and otherwise to make further provision in connection with finance including the 
regulation of customs.

Given on this 21st day of October, 2019

(Signed) Leo Varadkar,
An Taoiseach

An Bille um Chúram Leanaí (Leasú), 2019.
Child Care (Amendment) Bill 2019.

P.T.O.
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For the purpose of Article 17.2 of the Constitution, the Government recommend that it is 
expedient  to  authorise  such  payments  out  of  moneys  provided  by the  Oireachtas  as  are  
necessary to give effect to any Act of the present session to amend and extend the law in  
relation to guardians ad litem appointed under the Child Care Act 1991; and for those and 
other purposes to amend the Child Care Act 1991, the Children Act 2001, the Mental Health  
Act 2001, the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 and the 
Children First Act 2015 and to repeal section 26 of the Child Care Act 1991 and certain  
provisions  of the Child Care (Amendment)  Act 2011;  to increase the membership of the 
Board of the Child and Family Agency; and for that purpose, to amend the Child and Family  
Agency Act 2013; and to provide for related matters.

Given on this 22nd day of October, 2019

(Signed) Leo Varadkar,
An Taoiseach

SCRÍBHINNÍ A LEAGADH FAOI BHRÁID NA dTITHE
DOCUMENTS LAID BEFORE THE HOUSES1

Reachtúil Statutory

Tairiscint Ceadaithe ag Teastáil Requiring Motion of Approval

Níl aon scríbhinn á leagan faoin gCatagóir  
seo

None

In-neamhnithe le Tairiscint Open to Motion to Annul

Níl aon scríbhinn á leagan faoin gCatagóir  
seo

None

Eile Other

Bord  Oideachais  agus  Oiliúna  Mhaigh Eo, 
Shligigh  agus  Liatroma.  An  Tuarascáil 
Bhliantúil, 2015.

Mayo,  Sligo  and  Leitrim  Education  and 
Training Board. Annual Report 2015.

Bord  Oideachais  agus  Oiliúna  Mhaigh Eo, 
Shligigh  agus  Liatroma.  An  Tuarascáil 
Bhliantúil, 2016.

Mayo,  Sligo  and  Leitrim  Education  and 
Training Board. Annual Report 2016.

An  Ceoláras  Náisiúnta.  An  Tuarascáil 
Bhliantúil  don  bhliain  dar  chríoch  an  31 
Nollaig 2018.

National Concert Hall. Annual Report for the 
year ended 31 December 2018.

Neamhreachtúil Non-Statutory

1 I gcás nach leagtar scríbhinn ach faoi bhráid aon Teach amháin, cuirfear (D) – Dáil nó (S) – Seanad ina 
diaidh dá réir sin.
 Where a document is laid before one House only it will be appended with (D) – Dáil or (S) – Seanad  
accordingly.
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Iontaobhas  Leabharlann  Chester  Beatty. 
Tuarascáil Bhliantúil agus Ráitis Airgeadais 
2018.

Chester  Beatty  Library  Trust.  2018  Annual 
Report and Financial Statements.

P.T.O.
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