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GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint: Notice of Amendment to Motion

239. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— Fine Gael has been in Government for eight years;

— during  that  period  of  time,  the  beef  sector  has  experienced  regular  levels  of  price  
volatility and insufficient levels of Government support in the pursuit of processor price 
transparency;

— this  is  contrary  to  commitments  outlined  in  the  Programme  for  a  Partnership 
Government, which in 2016 recognised that market volatility and a fair return from the 
market place are ongoing concerns for the industry;

— the  Programme  for  a  Partnership  Government  also  committed  to  introducing  a 
framework for Producer Organisations (POs) and the development of POs in the beef 
sector, to ensure farmers are not just price takers;

— the aim of these commitments was to maintain a strong and viable suckler herd as a key 
priority;

— failure  to  realise  these  commitments  has  significantly  and  adversely  impacted  the 
capacity of the agri-sector to maintain a thriving contribution to rural development;

— in the medium- to long-term, rural development will continue to be under threat due to 
an avoidable destabilisation of the beef sector export  market  caused by the delay in 
realising commitments provided for in the Programme for a Partnership Government;

— the Food Wise 2025 strategy recognised the vital role of the agri-food sector in driving  
forward rural development; and

— the Food Wise 2025 strategy also recognised that the agri-food sector encompasses the  
landscape,  history  and  personality  of  the  country  with  everything  from  primary 
agriculture  to  food  and  beverage  production,  from fisheries  and  fish  processing  to 
forestry and forestry outputs, and its strategic importance to the Irish economy, its roots 
in local communities and its global reach make it a sector unlike any other;

recognises  the  agreement  reached  between  Meat  Industry  Representatives  and  Farm 
Organisations entitled ‘Irish Beef Sector Agreement, September 15, 2019’; and
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calls on the Government to:

— lay out a clear pathway toward avoiding the deepening of threats to rural development 
by honouring the commitments in the Programme for a Partnership Government with 
respect to introducing a framework for POs and the development of POs;

— explore the merits of introducing a system of fixed-price contracts for beef producers in 
order to diminish the price volatility experienced by farmers;

— renew commitments provided for in the Charter for Rural Ireland and the report of the 
Commission for the Economic Development of Rural Areas (CEDRA), which outlined 
a vision for rural Ireland that saw a ‘dynamic, adaptable and outward looking multi-
sectoral economy supporting vibrant, resilient and diverse communities experiencing a 
high  quality  of  life  with  an  energised  relationship  between  rural  and  urban  Ireland  
which will contribute to its sustainability for the benefit of society as a whole’; and

— commit to establish a standing committee capable of facilitating an immediate cross-
departmental response framework to any agri-food crisis which may emerge, and which 
is likely to negatively impact  rural  development and the agri-food sector.” —Mattie  
McGrath,  Michael  Collins,  Michael  Harty,  Danny  Healy-Rae,  Michael  Healy-Rae,  
Michael Lowry, Peter Fitzpatrick, Carol Nolan.

Leasú:
Amendment:

1. To insert the following after “which is likely to negatively impact rural development and 
the agri-food sector.”:

“— establish a beef market observatory from which each processor is legally compelled to 
publish  daily  price  reports  to  the  Minister  for  Agriculture,  Food  and  the  Marine 
regarding:

 — the prices for cattle (euros per kilogram) established on that day, categorised by:

— type of purchase;

— the quantity of cattle purchased;

— a range of the estimated live weights of the cattle purchased;

— an estimate  of the percentage of the cattle  purchased that  were of a  
quality grade of choice or better; and

— any premiums or discounts associated with:

— weight, grade or yield; or

— any type of purchase; and

 — the quantity of cattle delivered to the processor (quoted in numbers of herd) on 
that day, categorised by:

— type of purchase;

— the quantity of cattle delivered on a live weight basis; and

— the quantity of cattle delivered on a dressed weight basis; and

calls on the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to make the information available to 
the public every reporting day.” —  Brian Stanley,  Gerry Adams, John Brady,  Pat  Buckley,  
Seán  Crowe,  David  Cullinane,  Pearse  Doherty,  Dessie  Ellis,  Martin  Ferris,  Kathleen  
Funchion, Martin Kenny, Mary Lou McDonald, Denise Mitchell,  Imelda Munster, Jonathan  
O'Brien,  Eoin Ó Broin,  Caoimhghín  Ó Caoláin,  Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire,  Louise  O'Reilly,  
Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Maurice Quinlivan.
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