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Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint: Notice of Amendment to Motion

230. “That Dáil Éireann:

welcomes:

— the  recent  annual  report  of  the  Mental  Health  Commission  and the  report  of  the 
Inspector of Mental Health Services;

— the comprehensive nature of the reports and their contribution to building a culture of 
transparency in mental health services; and

— the recognition and reporting given to improvements, as well as deficits, within the  
services monitored;

notes:

— the  findings  and  warnings  from the  Mental  Health  Commission  which  highlight 
significant governance and management deficit within mental health services;

— concerns about seclusion, physical restraint and services for young people;

— likely obstacles to the registration of some of the country’s in-patient mental health  
units without significant improvements in levels of compliance;

— a serious concern with hygiene and maintenance in a significant number of approved 
centres;

— mental health services where the degree of dirtiness and shabbiness is unacceptable  
and shows disrespect for patients’ dignity;

— that 70 per cent of approved centres (in-patient mental health services registered by 
the Mental Health Commission) remained dirty, malodorous and poorly maintained;

— that a number of centres remained unsuitable and not fit for purpose;

— that  a significant  number  of approved centres  have,  on a consistent  and sustained 
basis, failed to provide the most basic and fundamental aspects of a service;

— that more than 40 per cent of approved centres were non-compliant on the need for 
individual care plans; and

— that  residents  in  long-term  care  are  not  being  adequately  monitored  for  serious  
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physical illness and there was widespread lack of access to essential healthcare such  
as physiotherapy, speech and language therapy, dietetics and seating assessments;

further notes that:

— the  Mental  Health  Commission  annual  report  also  highlighted  ongoing  concerns 
around child and adolescent mental health services;

— while  the  total  number  of  admissions  of  people  under  the  age of  18  to  approved 
centres  in  2018 was  408 (down from 439 in 2017),  there  were  84  admissions  of 
children and adolescents to 18 adult units during the year;

— children and young people in crisis are left with the unacceptable ‘choice’ between an 
emergency department,  general  hospital,  children’s  hospital,  or  an adult  in-patient 
unit;

— there are only Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) units in three  
counties – Dublin, Cork and Galway – and they generally do not take out-of-hours  
admissions; and

— in April 2019 the number of CAMHS clinical staff nationwide stood at 57 per cent of  
the level recommended by A Vision for Change;

agrees that:

— while policy creates hope, the evidence gathered by the Mental Health Commission 
indicates that it is only well-governed, well-managed and well-resourced services that  
deliver for the public;

— the  absence  of  regulation  of  State-provided  mental  health  community  residences 
leaves residents open to the risk of abuse;

— there is no justification for some of the low levels of compliance evidenced in the 
Inspector of Mental Health Services’ report;

— there are significant governance and management deficits  within our mental  health  
services;

— it is difficult to see how some of the lowest compliant centres could be registered in 
the future without significant improvement;

— hope  and  dignity are  key elements  of  any mental  health  service  and  that  not  all  
approved centres are providing that, either through the service itself, or the physical 
buildings in which they operate;

— it  is  necessary  to  respect  the  wishes  of  service  users  and  their  families/carers  in  
facilities  such  as  the  Rosalie  community  psychiatric  unit  in  Castlerea,  Co.  
Roscommon;

— a planned,  costed and funded capital  investment programme is required to bring a  
significant  number  of  Health  Service Executive (HSE) buildings up to date,  make 
them fit for purpose and ensure that they are registrable;

— the placement of any child in any adult unit indicates a gap in service provision; and

— a child or adolescent’s first introduction to mental health care should not be through a 
service or building which is not specifically equipped to deal with their needs; and

calls for:

— a system of governance that drives best practice across the whole country;

— measures to ensure that the specialist in-patient approved centres are up to standard;

— the  continued  movement  of  the  treatment  and  recovery  model  to  specialist  
professional community care;



— the introduction of a system of regulation to protect the more than 1,200 people who 
live in State-provided mental health community residences;

— adult safeguarding regulation to be put on a primary legislative basis;

— a planned,  costed and funded capital  investment  programme to bring a significant  
number of HSE buildings up to date, make them fit for purpose and ensure that they 
are registrable;

— an urgent implementation strategy to ensure that the CAMHS services provided match 
what is recommended under A Vision for Change;

— the recognition of the rights of 16 and 17 year olds to have the equivalent say over 
their mental health as they currently do over their physical health;

— the establishment of a national advocacy service on a statutory footing for adults and  
children under eighteen;

— the establishment of a statutory right for patients to information on their treatment;

— the updating of the Mental  Health Act  2001 in line with the Report  of the Expert 
Group on the Review of the Mental Health Act 2001 and to include guiding principles  
for children; and

— the right of involuntary patients to have any advance healthcare directives respected.”  
—  James Browne, Bobby Aylward, John Brassil, Declan Breathnach, Mary Butler,  
Thomas  Byrne,  Jackie  Cahill,  Dara  Calleary,  Pat  Casey,  Shane  Cassells,  Jack  
Chambers,  Lisa  Chambers,  Niall  Collins,  Barry  Cowen,  John  Curran,  Stephen  
Donnelly,  Timmy Dooley,  Sean Fleming,  Pat  the  Cope Gallagher,  Seán Haughey,  
John  Lahart,  James  Lawless,  Marc  MacSharry,  Micheál  Martin,  Charlie  
McConalogue,  Michael  McGrath,  John McGuinness,  Aindrias  Moynihan,  Michael  
Moynihan,  Eugene  Murphy,  Margaret  Murphy  O'Mahony,  Darragh  O'Brien,  Jim  
O'Callaghan, Éamon Ó Cuív, Willie O'Dea, Kevin O'Keeffe, Fiona O'Loughlin, Frank  
O'Rourke,  Anne  Rabbitte,  Eamon  Scanlon,  Brendan  Smith,  Niamh  Smyth,  Robert  
Troy.

Leasú:
Amendment:

1. To insert the following after “advance healthcare directives respected;”:

“— the  reinstatement  of  the  post  of  National  Director  for  Mental  Health  to  provide 
accountability, transparency and strong national leadership for mental health;

— the  development  of  an  information  system for  mental  health,  starting  with  basic 
indicators so that outcomes can be tracked and monitored;

— a statutory footing for the right to a care plan;

— the  publication,  before  the  end of  2019,  of  a  costed  implementation  plan  for  the 
provision of 24/7 CAMHS;

— no freeze on recruitment or overtime for psychiatrists, nurses, psychologists and other 
essential staff;

— an immediate commencement of the Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2018 in whole 
or in part so that people’s basic rights are protected; and

— an  immediate  commencement  of  the  sections  of  the  Assisted  Decision-Making 
(Capacity) Act 2015, relating to Advance Healthcare Directives and the extension of  
that right, through new legislation, to involuntary patients.” —  Pat Buckley, Gerry  

P.T.O.



Adams,  John Brady,  Seán Crowe,  David Cullinane,  Pearse Doherty,  Dessie  Ellis,  
Martin  Ferris,  Kathleen  Funchion,  Martin  Kenny,  Mary  Lou  McDonald,  Denise  
Mitchell, Imelda Munster, Jonathan O'Brien, Eoin Ó Broin, Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin,  
Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire, Louise O'Reilly, Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Maurice Quinlivan,  
Brian Stanley.


