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DÁIL ÉIREANN
Dé Máirt, 26 Márta, 2019
Tuesday, 26th March, 2019
2 p.m.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS
Fógra i dtaobh Leasú ar Thairiscint: Notice of Amendment to Motion
211. “That Dáil Éireann:
notes that:
—

in February 2018, Dáil Éireann agreed the second reading motion of the Petroleum
and Other Minerals Development (Amendment) (Climate Emergency Measures) Bill
2018 and referred the Bill to the Select Committee on Communications, Climate
Action and Environment;

—

pursuant to Standing Order 141, detailed scrutiny was undertaken by the Joint
Committee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment prior to Committee
Stage consideration;

—

in December 2018, the Joint Committee divided on the Question on the draft detailed
scrutiny report (which recommended that the Bill progress to Select Committee
consideration), and, as there was an equality of votes, the Question was, pursuant to
Standing Orders, decided in the negative;

—

at a subsequent Joint Committee meeting in February 2019, an amendment to the
scrutiny report was agreed in the following terms:
‘The Joint Committee having completed its scrutiny of the Bill has to report
that it finds itself unable to recommend for or against the Bill proceeding to
Third Stage.’; and

—

when a separate vote was taken to adopt the amended report and lay it before both
Houses, there was again an equality of votes and the question was decided in the
negative and the Committee therefore arrived at no decision;

further notes that Standing Order 141, while allowing a Joint Committee to undertake detailed
scrutiny, did not anticipate that the Joint Committee would fail to report to both Houses; and
therefore agrees that the requirement for the Select Committee on Communications, Climate
Action and Environment (having embarked on scrutiny in Joint Committee, pursuant to
Standing Order 141(c)) to report, prior to Committee Stage, on its detailed scrutiny of the
Petroleum and Other Minerals Development (Amendment) (Climate Emergency Measures) Bill
2018, is hereby discharged.” — Bríd Smith, Gino Kenny, Richard Boyd Barrett, Paul Murphy,
Ruth Coppinger, Mick Barry, Clare Daly, Mick Wallace, Joan Collins, Thomas Pringle,

P.T.O.

Thomas P. Broughan, Maureen O'Sullivan, Catherine Connolly, Eamon Ryan, Catherine
Martin, Róisín Shortall, Catherine Murphy, Seamus Healy, Brendan Howlin, Jan O'Sullivan,
Alan Kelly, Joan Burton, Sean Sherlock, Brendan Ryan, Willy Penrose.
Leasú:
Amendment:
1.

To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“recognises that climate change is one of the most pressing issues facing humanity on a global
scale and it is vital that Ireland plays a strong role in addressing it;
notes that Ireland is expected to only achieve a single per cent reduction by 2020 against its
non-Emissions Trading Scheme target of a 20 per cent reduction;
acknowledges that there is a need to step up Ireland’s progress and ambition in this area;
welcomes the significant increase in the share of electricity from renewable sources which now
account for 30 per cent of total electricity demand, and calls on the Government to set an
ambitious target for 2030;
notes the need to reduce fossil fuel consumption across the entire economy in order to make
progress towards the national transition objective of a competitive, low-carbon, climateresilient and environmentally sustainable economy by 2050;
further recognises that:
—

the transition to a low-carbon economy is a transition for all of Ireland’s citizens and,
therefore, its socio-economic impacts must be carefully managed; and

—

the response to climate change will require difficult choices and that every person,
community, business, home, farm and school will have to make changes in their day-today activities;

recalls the Citizens’ Assembly report on how the State can make Ireland a leader in tackling
climate change, including the 17 recommendations made by the members of the Assembly;
also recalls the establishment of the Oireachtas Special Joint Committee on Climate Action to
consider the report and recommendations of the Citizens’Assembly;
looks forward to all-party support for the Special Joint Committee’s report, its conclusions and
recommendations; and
calls on the Government to urgently bring forward an all-of-Government plan which will set out
the actions that must be taken to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change and
providing for a significant increase over the next decade in the level of renewable energy in our
energy mix.” — An tAire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na hAeráide agus Comhshaoil.

