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Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

1. To ask the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee B (Social Policy and Public Services) last 
met. — Joan Burton. [51848/18]

2. To ask the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee B (Social Policy and Public Services) last 
met; and when it is scheduled to meet again. — Mary Lou McDonald. [53033/18]

3. To ask the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee B (Social Policy and Public Services) last 
met; and when it will next meet. — Brendan Howlin. [53036/18]

4. To ask the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee B (Social Policy and Public Services) will 
next meet. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [1550/19]

5. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on the foreign visits he will undertake or undertook 
from December 2018 to February 2019. — Joan Burton. [52850/18]

6. To ask the Taoiseach the meetings he has planned with heads of government and heads of 
state over the next six months. — Joan Burton. [52851/18]

7. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent visit to Mali; the persons he met in the 
Defence Forces; the other meetings that he attended; and the issues that were discussed. — Michael 
Moynihan. [1214/19]

8. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his planned visits abroad in the next six months. 
— Brendan Howlin. [1291/19]

9. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent visit to Mali and Ethiopia. — Richard 
Boyd Barrett. [1383/19]

10. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his visit to Mali and the discussions he had with 
the Defence Forces. — Micheál Martin. [1430/19]

11. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his visit to Ethiopia and the meetings he attended. 
— Michael Moynihan. [1431/19]

12. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his visit to Mali and Ethiopia and the UNHCR 
refugee camp for Eritrean refugees. — Brendan Howlin. [1548/19]

13. To ask the Taoiseach the meetings he has planned with heads of state over the next six 
months. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [1551/19]
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14. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent visit to Africa. — Joan Burton. [1702/19]

15. To ask the Taoiseach the foreign visits he plans to undertake to the end of June 2019. — 
Mary Lou McDonald. [1705/19]

16. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent visit to Mali and Ethiopia. — Mary Lou 
McDonald. [1707/19]

17. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent telephone conversation with Prime 
Minister May. — Brendan Howlin. [53007/18]

18. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent conversation the British Prime Minister, 
Mrs. Theresa May. — Mary Lou McDonald. [53034/18]

19. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on discussions he had recently with the British Prime 
Minister, Mrs. Theresa May. — Joan Burton. [53143/18]

20. To ask the Taoiseach if he has spoken to Prime Minister May regarding Brexit and Northern 
Ireland since Dáil Éireann adjourned for the Christmas recess. — Michael Moynihan. [1215/19]

21. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent conversations with Prime Minister 
May. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [1385/19]

22. To ask the Taoiseach if he has spoken to Prime Minister May since Christmas 2018; and 
if so, the issues that were discussed. — Micheál Martin. [1427/19]

23. To ask the Taoiseach if he has spoken with the British Prime Minister, Mrs. Theresa May 
since the vote on the withdrawal treaty took place. — Micheál Martin. [1713/19]

24. To ask the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee G (Justice and Equality) last met; and when 
it will next meet. — Brendan Howlin. [53037/18]

25. To ask the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee G (Justice and Equality) last met; and when 
it will next meet. — Joan Burton. [1704/19]

26. To ask the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee G (Justice and Equality) last met; and when 
it is scheduled to meet again. — Mary Lou McDonald. [1706/19]

27. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his discussions with the German Chancellor, Mrs. 
Angela Merkel in January 2019. — Joan Burton. [1357/19]

28. To ask the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent phone call with Chancellor Merkel. — 
Richard Boyd Barrett. [1384/19]

29. To ask the Taoiseach the amount his Department spent on communications and advertising 
in 2018; the way in which this compares with the years 2011 to 2017 inclusive; and the proposed 
spending for 2019. — Joan Burton. [1359/19]

30.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	if	his	officials	have	outlined	to	him	the	necessary	legislative	changes	
required to prepare for Brexit. — Micheál Martin. [1428/19]
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31. To ask the Taoiseach his legislative priorities for 2019; and his plans for emergency Brexit 
legislation. — Brendan Howlin. [1547/19]

32. To ask the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee D (Infrastructure) last met; and when it will 
next meet. — Brendan Howlin. [1549/19]

33. To ask the Taoiseach if he has spoken with the leader of the DUP since December 2018 on 
Brexit; and if issues were discussed. — Micheál Martin. [1714/19]

CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH 
QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY

Chun an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta: To the Minister for Culture, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht.

34. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans to address concerns 
raised by more than 300 Irish artists regarding the Abbey Theatre; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [1719/19]

35. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her views on the letter written 
by 300 artists in relation to the future of the Abbey Theatre. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [1696/19]

36. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cén uair atá sé i gceist Bille 
nua	na	dTeangacha	Oifigiúla	a	fhoilsiú;	agus	an	ndéanfaidh	sí	ráiteas	ina	thaobh.	—	Dara	Calleary.	
[1728/19]

37. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if her attention has been drawn 
to	the	major	difficulties	in	the	theatre,	film	and	arts	sectors	in	terms	of	insecure	employment	income	
and career possibilities in view of the controversy in a theatre (details supplied) and a recently 
launched campaign by actors and performers with regard to precarious work and ongoing disputes 
in	relation	to	insecure	employment	in	the	film	industry;	 the	actions	she	plans	to	take	to	address	
these concerns; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [2004/19]

38. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if her attention has been drawn 
to the very serious concerns of animal welfare groups in relation to the so called coursing trials; and 
if she will reconsider the issuing of licences. — Maureen O’Sullivan. [1695/19]

CEISTEANNA EILE 
OTHER QUESTIONS

Chun an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta: To the Minister for Culture, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht.

39. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans to increase the 
participation of women in projects funded by the Irish Film Board; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [1708/19]

40. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the reason no post enactment 
reports have been carried out by her Department since 2011; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [1712/19]



120

41. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she will consider the 
introduction	of	microchipping	to	ensure	that	hares	are	not	subjected	to	trafficking	and	continuous	
recoursing and to eliminate the illegal trapping of hares for sale to coursing clubs. — Clare Daly. 
[1678/19]

42.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Culture,	Heritage	and	the	Gaeltacht	the	extent	of	specific	events	
scheduled in 2019 to encapsulate and promote an even greater awareness of Irish culture and 
heritage at home and abroad; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[1756/19]

43. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the reason she opened a 
public consultation in relation to draft regulations allowing burning in March of uncultivated land 
at 5.30 pm on the Friday before Christmas to close on 16 January 2019; her views on whether 
timing public consultations to run over the Christmas period to be good practice; and if she will 
extend the consultation period to allow for effective engagement by the public and environmental 
organisations. — Eamon Ryan. [1755/19]

44. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the details of the public 
consultation process for Heritage 2030; and the opportunities for residents of counties Longford 
and Westmeath to contribute to the process, including public events. — Peter Burke. [1720/19]

45. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 101 of 2 October 2018, if she will report on the ongoing working group to undertake 
the transfer of the National Symphony Orchestra from RTÉ to the National Concert Hall; the 
representation musicians and employees of each orchestra have on the working group; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Joan Burton. [1582/19]

46. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans for the upcoming 
centenary commemorations of the War of Independence, the Civil War, the 1st Dáil and partition; 
the estimated cost of these commemorations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — 
Willie Penrose. [1586/19]

47. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the actions she will take 
following the publication of a report (details supplied). — Dara Calleary. [1768/19]

48. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the details of the public 
consultation process for Heritage 2030; and the opportunities for residents of County Limerick to 
contribute to the process including public events. — Tom Neville. [1777/19]

49. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the status of the consultation 
process	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 airstrips	 at	 Cleggan	 and	 Inisbofin;	 when	 the	 consultation	 process	
began; when it concluded; the number of submissions received; the decisions arising from the 
consultation process; the further steps in this regard; the publication date for the report in respect 
of the consultation process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. 
[1759/19]

50. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the details of the €2.13 million 
in funding through Culture Ireland for Irish arts globally in 2019; and the projects with involvement 
from County Clare. — Joe Carey. [1775/19]
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51. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she has contact with the 
owners of an estate (details supplied) in relation to a public access proposal for the estate with 
regard to walkers and mountaineers; her plans to acquire the estate in the national interest; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Joan Burton. [1583/19]

52. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cén líon cruinnithe le 12 
mhí anuas a bhí ag an gCoiste atá le maoirsiú a dhéanamh ar Phlean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022 
faoin Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge agus an bhfuil an Coiste tar éis aon ghníomh nó tionscnamh 
a aithint a chuideodh chun an plean a chur chun cinn. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [1673/19]

53. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she will provide a summary 
of the guidance of the expert advisory group on the decade of centenaries 1919 to 1923 and the 
plans for commemorative events for the period. — Colm Brophy. [1754/19]

54. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she will be attending the 
commemoration of the Soloheadbeag ambush in January 2019. — Alan Kelly. [54138/18]

55. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans for the use of the 
airstrips	built	in	Inishbofin	and	in	Cluain	Leacht	an	Abba,	Cleggan,	County	Galway;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Éamon Ó Cuív. [1544/19]

56. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the funding streams being 
made available for the decade of centenaries through the all-party committee on commemorations; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [1766/19]

57. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she will report on the 
commemorations planned by her Department for 2019. — Michael Moynihan. [50452/18]

58. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta céard iad sonraí an chonartha 
maidir le hAersheirbhís Árann; cén dul chun cinn atá déanta ag an Roinn maidir le hAerfort na 
Mine a cheannach; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. — Catherine Connolly. [1760/19]

59. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cén tuairim atá aici faoin 
gcaoi a bhfuil ag éirí leis an gcraoltóir náisiúnta RTÉ a phlean teanga a chur i bhfeidhm agus a 
dhualgais i leith na teanga náisiúnta a chomhlíonadh. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [1675/19]

60. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if additional capital funding 
will be provided to Waterways Ireland in 2019 apart from the provision in the 2019 estimates at 
present; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [1764/19]

61. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the funding and support she 
has provided to date for the commemoration of the Soloheadbeg ambush in County Tipperary. — 
Alan Kelly. [1542/19]

62. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the breakdown of sponsorship 
raised by Galway 2020 to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine 
Connolly. [1762/19]

63. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she will provide a progress 
report	on	film	industry	stakeholder	forum;	the	stakeholders	the	appointed	chairperson	of	the	forum	
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has engaged with in advance of convening the forum since their appointment; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [1772/19]

64. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans to extend the creative 
schools pilot project; and the number of DEIS schools that are part of the project. — Aengus Ó 
Snodaigh. [1677/19]

65. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the steps she will take to 
promote the importance of heritage and burial grounds nationally with particular reference to the 
encouragement of interest in local historical sites; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Bernard J. Durkan. [1757/19]

66. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans to address 
employment,	income	and	career	precarity	and	insecurity	in	theatre,	film	and	across	the	arts	sector;	
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [1774/19]

67. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her views on reduced 
employment and fees for actors and theatre staff due to the artistic model of a theatre (details 
supplied) of fewer in-house productions and increased co-productions; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Mick Wallace. [1758/19]

68. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the level of funding provided 
for Waterways Ireland in each of the years 2016 to 2018; the level of funding proposed for 2019 in 
particular for the maintenance and upgrade of waterways, canals and rivers in County Dublin; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Joan Burton. [1581/19]

69. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she will report on the most 
recent meeting of the all-party committee on commemorations; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Aindrias Moynihan. [1767/19]

70. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans for War of 
Independence and Civil War commemorations in County Wexford; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — James Browne. [1546/19]

71. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the oversight undertaken to 
ensure that national theatre provides quality employment opportunities for Irish based artists; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [1710/19]

72. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the support funding which will 
be provided for built and heritage programmes in County Dublin and nationally in 2019. — Willie 
Penrose. [1585/19]

73. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the details of the cultural 
ambassadors initiative; and the ambassador with connections to County Limerick. — Tom Neville. 
[1776/19]

74. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cé mhéad airgid atá 
curtha ar fáil i meastacháin 2019 don Fhoras Teanga, agus é briste síos idir Foras na Gaeilge 
agus Gníomhaireacht na hUltaise; an bhfuil sí sásta leis an maoiniú atá á chur ar fáil don dá 
ghníomhaireacht sin; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. — Dara Calleary. [1769/19]
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75. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the details of the current public 
consultation process for Heritage 2030; and the opportunities for residents of County Kildare to 
contribute to the process, including public events. — Martin Heydon. [1689/19]

76. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta cén dul chun cinn atá déanta 
maidir le hAerfort Chonamara a cheannach; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. — Éamon Ó 
Cuív. [1543/19]

77. Chun a fhiafraí den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta céard é stádas Bhille na 
dTeangacha	Oifigiúla;	cén	dáta	a	fhoilseofar	an	Bille;	agus	an	ndéanfaidh	sí	ráiteas	ina	thaobh.	—	
Catherine Connolly. [1761/19]

78. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the progress made on ensuring 
the	Moore	Street	sites	of	national	cultural	and	historic	significance	are	safeguarded;	and	if	she	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [1753/19]

79. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she has met with the directors, 
management and or the board of a theatre (details supplied) following her receipt of an open letter 
signed by more than 300 Irish theatre practitioners; the steps she is taking to address the concerns 
contained in the letter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Connolly. 
[1763/19]

80. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her views on the recent 
controversy in a theatre (details supplied) following the recent letter signed by theatre practitioners 
regarding employment in the national theatre; her further views on whether the controversy more 
generally	reflects	widespread	employment	and	income	insecurity	among	theatre	makers	and	arts	
workers generally; the measures she plans to address these issues; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Richard Boyd Barrett. [1773/19]

81. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans to address perceived 
widespread	 income,	 employment	 and	 career	 insecurity	 for	 arts	 workers	 in	 theatre	 and	 film	
and elsewhere in the arts and cultural sector particularly in view of the recent letter by theatre 
practitioners regarding a theatre (details supplied) and ongoing disputes in relation to similar issues 
in	 the	film	 industry;	 and	 if	 she	will	make	 a	 statement	on	 the	matter.	—	Richard	Boyd	Barrett.	
[1770/19]

82. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the actions which will be taken 
to ensure that commemorations in 2019 will be inclusive, sensitive and respectful commemorative 
events and activities for all communities. — Niamh Smyth. [1711/19]

83.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Culture,	Heritage	and	the	Gaeltacht	if	she	will	report	on	the	findings	
of	officials	of	the	National	Parks	and	Wildlife	Service	attending	coursing	meetings	in	2018;	if	there	
will	be	an	 increase	 in	attendances	of	officials	 in	2019;	and	if	she	has	commissioned	a	report	 to	
examine the sustainability of the Irish hare. — Maureen O’Sullivan. [1693/19]

84. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the measures she will take to 
monitor the impact on wildlife and biodiversity of the extension to the periods for removing and 
cutting of hedgerows in 2019 contained in the Heritage Act 2018; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Bríd Smith. [1752/19]
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85. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the details of the current public 
consultation process for Heritage 2030; the opportunities for residents of counties Carlow and 
Kilkenny to contribute to the process, including public events; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Pat Deering. [1688/19]

86. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if there is an expectation 
or obligation on recipients of funding from the Arts Council to promote and develop Irish based 
productions; and if a proportion of funding is allocated to theatres on this basis. — Aengus Ó 
Snodaigh. [1676/19]

87. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the steps she will take to 
prevent illegal trapping of hares in view of recent reports from An Garda Síochána of persons 
travelling to south County Kerry to illegally trap hares with an intention to selling the hares on for 
coursing events; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Clare Daly. [1679/19]

88.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Culture,	Heritage	and	the	Gaeltacht	the	specific	capital	funding	
that will be allocated towards maintenance and improvement works on the Erne and Shannon 
Waterway in 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [1765/19]

89. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she has received 
communications from actors, directors, designers, agents and playwrights in relation to the Abbey 
Theatre; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Joan Burton. [1584/19]

90. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans to ensure that 
future	public	funding	for	the	film	industry	will	be	strictly	conditional	on	the	provision	of	quality	
employment and training, full compliance with employment legislation and participation in the 
film	industry	stakeholder	forum	proposed	by	the	Oireachtas	Joint	Committee	on	Culture,	Heritage	
and	the	Gaeltacht	report	on	the	film	industry;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Richard Boyd Barrett. [1771/19]

91. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the details of the cultural 
ambassadors initiative and the ambassadors from County Clare; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Joe Carey. [1655/19]

92. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she will commission a report 
on	work	and	conditions	in	the	Irish	film	industry;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	
Niamh Smyth. [1709/19]

93. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the role of her Department in 
planning for State commemorations in 2019. — Brendan Howlin. [48203/18]

CEISTEANNA LE hAGHAIDH FREAGRAÍ SCRÍOFA 
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER

Chun an Taoisigh: To the Taoiseach.

*94. To ask the Taoiseach the number of employees in his Department; the number professionally 
qualified	 with	 organisations	 (details	 supplied);	 the	 number	 with	 other	 relevant	 professional	
qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	
[1895/19]
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*95. To ask the Taoiseach the number of employees in his Department authorised to engage in 
procurement;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	
with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	
in tabular form. — Barry Cowen. [1912/19]

*96. To ask the Taoiseach the volume of exports and value in Euro terms on a percentage basis 
in 2017 and 2018, by country, in tabular form. — Billy Kelleher. [1992/19]

*97. To ask the Taoiseach the volume of imports and value in Euro terms on a percentage basis 
in 2017 and 2018, by country, in tabular form. — Billy Kelleher. [1993/19]

*98. To ask the Taoiseach the amount in Euro in value of goods only exported from Irish based 
firms	by	country	in	2017	and	2018;	and	the	percentage	share	of	such	exports	to	each	country	in	this	
period as a proportion of the total share in tabular form. — Billy Kelleher. [1994/19]

*99. To ask the Taoiseach the number of SMEs that account for total exports of goods and 
services on a percentage basis by each country in 2017 and 2018; and the number of persons 
employed in such SMEs. — Billy Kelleher. [1995/19]

Chun an Taoiseach agus Aire Cosanta: To the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence.

*100. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of employees in his Department; 
the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	
relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	
form. — Barry Cowen. [1885/19]

*101. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of employees in his Department 
authorised	 to	 engage	 in	 procurement;	 the	 number	 professionally	 qualified	 with	 organisations	
(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	
no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1902/19]

*102. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the sections of the Defence Forces using 
5G communication technology here and or abroad; if his Department use 5G here; his plans to 
make use of 5G; if he has received advice or consultancy on the use of 5G by the Defence Forces; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [2016/19]

Chun an Tánaiste agus Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha agus Trádála: To the Tánaiste and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade.

*103. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he has spoken to Mr. 
Juncker or Mr. Barnier since the vote on the withdrawal treaty took place in London; and if so, the 
issues that were discussed. — Micheál Martin. [1715/19]

*104. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of employees 
in	 his	 Department;	 the	 number	 professionally	 qualified	 with	 organisations	 (details	 supplied);	
the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	
qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1889/19]

*105. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the number of employees 
in	his	Department	authorised	to	engage	in	procurement;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	
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organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	
number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1906/19]

*106. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if he will report on the 
lack of a Northern Ireland Executive in view of the fact it is absent for two years; and if it will be 
reinstated in 2019. — Micheál Martin. [1717/19]

*107. To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his plans to meet formally 
with the US Speaker of the House of Representatives, Ms Nancy Pelosi, the next time he visits 
the United States of America; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Willie Penrose. 
[2020/19]

Chun an Aire Airgeadais: To the Minister for Finance.

*108.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Finance	if	his	attention	has	been	drawn	to	financial	institutions	
refusing	to	close	loans	of	bankrupt	persons	until	the	house	is	sold	thus	extending	the	five	year	term	
for credit restoration before bankrupt persons may reapply for a mortgage; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — James Browne. [1833/19]

*109. To ask the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question No. 178 of 6 November 
2018, his plans to alter this relief to include a measure (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Paul Kehoe. [1836/19]

*110. To ask the Minister for Finance the investments including lending made by the Ireland 
Strategic Investment Fund in the area of residential and non-residential property since its inception; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael McGrath. [1852/19]

*111. To ask the Minister for Finance his plans to apply VAT on health supplements; and if he 
will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[1857/19]

*112. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of employees in his Department; the number 
professionally	 qualified	 with	 organisations	 (details	 supplied);	 the	 number	 with	 other	 relevant	
professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	
Barry Cowen. [1888/19]

*113. To ask the Minister for Finance the number of employees in his Department authorised to 
engage	in	procurement;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	
the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	
qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1905/19]

*114. To ask the Minister for Finance the reason the stakeholders forum which was promised 
as part of the valuation of the public banking model has not met to date; if this is due to the failure 
to appoint the relevant consultant in order to ensure that same can now progress; the date the 
stakeholders forum will be operating from; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Willie 
Penrose. [2013/19]
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Chun an Aire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe: To the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform.

*115. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason a review of the 
environmental	impact	assessment	in	respect	of	the	flood	relief	for	Glanmire,	County	Cork	is	being	
carried out; when this review will be completed; if this review is causing a direct impact on the 
sanctioning of the €8 million committed to the scheme; if there is a start date; if the process will 
be expedited (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Billy Kelleher. 
[1827/19]

*116. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a company (details supplied) in 
County Kerry will be permitted to tender for a contract due to be published on the State procurement 
website;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[1831/19]

*117. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of employees in his 
Department;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	
with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	
in tabular form. — Barry Cowen. [1893/19]

*118. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number of employees in 
his	Department	 authorised	 to	 engage	 in	 procurement;	 the	 number	 professionally	 qualified	with	
organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	
number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1910/19]

*119. To ask the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when works for Carndonagh, 
County	Donegal	will	 commence	under	 the	flood	 relief	measure	 scheme;	 and	 if	 he	will	make	 a	
statement on the matter. — Charlie McConalogue. [1925/19]

Chun an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna: To the Minister for Education and Skills.

*120. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills if she will address the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [1931/19]

*121. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a matter (details supplied); and 
if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[1847/19]

*122. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the number of employees in his Department; 
the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	
relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	
form. — Barry Cowen. [1886/19]

*123. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the number of employees in his Department 
authorised	 to	 engage	 in	 procurement;	 the	 number	 professionally	 qualified	 with	 organisations	
(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	
no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1903/19]

*124. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has been drawn to a shortage 
of places at second-level in a school (details supplied); if his attention has been further drawn to 
the fact that many children are on a waiting list for this school that meet the criteria for admission 
under category 2, that is, living and attending primary school in catchment area; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — Declan Breathnach. [1918/19]
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*125. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the refurbishment and provision 
of an extension for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Darragh O’Brien. [1939/19]

*126. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the start date for prefab 
replacement for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Darragh O’Brien. [1940/19]

*127. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the progress for the delivery 
of a new school for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Darragh O’Brien. [1941/19]

*128. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding progress on a permanent 
school building project for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Darragh O’Brien. [1942/19]

*129. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the provision of a new secondary 
school	for	the	Swords	area	of	County	Dublin	as	announced	in	November	2015;	if	he	has	identified	
locations for the proposed school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Darragh 
O’Brien. [1943/19]

*130. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the provision of a new secondary 
school for the Malahide and Portmarnock areas of County Dublin as announced in November 
2015;	if	he	has	identified	locations	for	these	proposed	schools;	and	if	he	will	make	a	statement	on	
the matter. — Darragh O’Brien. [1944/19]

*131. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the provision of a permanent site 
for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Darragh O’Brien. 
[1945/19]

*132. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the provision of a new site for 
a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Darragh O’Brien. 
[1946/19]

*133. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the position regarding progress on a new 
school building project for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Darragh O’Brien. [1947/19]

*134. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the provision of a new site for a 
school (details supplied) as announced in November 2015; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Darragh O’Brien. [1948/19]

*135. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ensure that the works to provide 
a new school building for a school (details supplied) in addition to the associated refurbishment 
works commence as a matter of urgent priority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Darragh O’Brien. [1949/19]

*136. To ask the Minister for Education and Skills the reason no playing pitches will form 
part of the planned new education campus (details supplied) in County Cork; if funding will be 
provided for the purchase of land for the development of playing pitches as part of this campus 
development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael McGrath. [1969/19]
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Chun an Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais: To the Minister for Justice and Equality.

*137.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	and	Equality	the	number	of	officials	in	his	Department	that	
are involved with coordinating Ireland’s response to immigration cases from non-EU countries that 
arrive illegally. — Micheál Martin. [1718/19]

*138. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of employees in his Department; 
the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	
relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	
form. — Barry Cowen. [1892/19]

*139. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of employees in his Department 
authorised	 to	 engage	 in	 procurement;	 the	 number	 professionally	 qualified	 with	 organisations	
(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	
no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1909/19]

*140. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality the rights given to a non-EEA citizen and their 
dependent children under 16 years of age in relation to visiting and or living here when an Irish 
citizen marries a non-EEA person in their country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Jackie Cahill. [1954/19]

*141.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	and	Equality	the	number	of	certificates	of	naturalisation	
issued in 2018 to persons that were born here. — Ruth Coppinger. [2009/19]

*142. To ask the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of applications for naturalisation 
that have been applied for on behalf of persons under 18 years of age in 2017 and 2018; and the 
number of these applications that were by persons born here. — Ruth Coppinger. [2010/19]

*143.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	and	Equality	the	number	of	certificates	of	naturalisation	
that were granted to persons under 18 years of age in 2017 and 2018; and the number of these 
certificates	that	were	issued	to	persons	born	here.	—	Ruth	Coppinger.	[2011/19]

*144.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Justice	and	Equality	the	number	of	certificates	of	naturalisation	
issued in 2017 and 2018. — Ruth Coppinger. [2012/19]

Chun an Aire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta: To the Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation.

*145. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the annual targets for attaining 
70,000 returned emigrants as per the Programme for Partnership Government commitment; and the 
progress to date in tabular form. — Billy Kelleher. [1999/19]

*146. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number of employees 
in	 her	 Department;	 the	 number	 professionally	 qualified	 with	 organisations	 (details	 supplied);	
the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	
qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1881/19]

*147. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number of employees in 
her	Department	 authorised	 to	 engage	 in	 procurement;	 the	number	 professionally	 qualified	with	
organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	
number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1898/19]
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*148. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number of IDA client 
visits to each county in each of the years 2011 to 2018, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Billy Kelleher. [1982/19]

*149. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the level of IDA supported 
jobs by county at 31 December 2018, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Billy Kelleher. [1983/19]

*150. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number of IDA supported 
jobs; the number of jobs created and lost, respectively in 2017 and 2018, by county in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Billy Kelleher. [1984/19]

*151. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number in employment 
in IDA Ireland supported companies in each region (details supplied) in each of the years 2011 to 
2018, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Billy Kelleher. [1985/19]

*152. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number in employment 
in IDA Ireland supported companies in the mid-east and Dublin regions, respectively in each of 
the years 2011 to 2018, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Billy 
Kelleher. [1986/19]

*153. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number of Enterprise 
Ireland supported jobs by county and in the case of Dublin by Dublin city, Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown, Fingal and south Dublin in each of the years 2016 to 2018, in tabular form; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. — Billy Kelleher. [1987/19]

*154. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number of Enterprise 
Ireland clients by county and in the case of Dublin by Dublin city, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, 
Fingal and south Dublin in each of the years 2016 to 2018, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Billy Kelleher. [1988/19]

*155. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number of local enterprise 
office	clients	by	county	and	in	the	case	of	Dublin	by	Dublin	city,	Dún	Laoghaire-Rathdown,	Fingal	
and south Dublin in each of the years 2016 to 2018, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. — Billy Kelleher. [1989/19]

*156. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number of local enterprise 
office	supported	jobs	by	county	and	in	the	case	of	Dublin	by	Dublin	city,	Dún	Laoghaire-Rathdown,	
Fingal and south Dublin in each of the years 2016 to 2018, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Billy Kelleher. [1990/19]

*157. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number of additional 
staff to be appointed in her Department and in State agencies and bodies under the aegis of her 
Department in 2019; the estimated cost of hiring additional staff in her Department and in each 
State agency and body in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Billy 
Kelleher. [1991/19]

*158. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation her views on the latest report 
of the National Competitiveness Council, Ireland’s Competitiveness Challenge 2017; and the 
timeline for implementation of recommendations in this publication. — Billy Kelleher. [1996/19]
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*159. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number of employment 
permits granted for non-EEA workers in each of the years 2010 to 2018, by occupation and sector 
in tabular form. — Billy Kelleher. [1997/19]

*160. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the number of applications 
for work permits received in each of the years 2015 to 2018; and the number of applications that 
remained to be processed by 31 December in each year in tabular form. — Billy Kelleher. [1998/19]

*161. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the occupations and sectors 
on the highly skilled eligible occupations list and the ineligible categories of employment list, 
respectively in tabular form. — Billy Kelleher. [2000/19]

*162. To ask the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if she will provide data (details 
supplied) for the period 2011 to 2018. — Billy Kelleher. [2001/19]

Chun an Aire Sláinte: To the Minister for Health.

*163. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) will receive a new 
wheelchair; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Billy Kelleher. [1822/19]

*164.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Health	if	he	is	satisfied	with	the	level	and	quality	of	service	being	
provided by a homecare company (details supplied) on behalf of the HSE; his plans to ensure that 
action is taken immediately to resolve the care issues being experienced by a person; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Billy Kelleher. [1824/19]

*165. To ask the Minister for Health if the decision to refuse a person (details supplied) with 
allergies preventing other forms of pain relief from obtaining Lidocaine patches will be reviewed 
as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Billy Kelleher. [1835/19]

*166. To ask the Minister for Health the position in relation to the spending or revenue allocation 
for 2019 to the maternity directorate in the South Southwest hospital group; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Michael McGrath. [1845/19]

*167. To ask the Minister for Health his views on the request for a capital budget of €7.5 
million in 2019 for the maternity directorate in the South Southwest hospital group to enable the 
second operating theatre to open at Cork University Maternity Hospital and deal with other service 
improvements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael McGrath. [1846/19]

*168. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons that have undergone cataract surgery 
in each of the years 2016 to 2018; and the cost of this surgery in each of these years. — Gerry 
Adams. [1848/19]

*169. To ask the Minister for Health the HSE locations at which cataract surgery is performed. 
— Gerry Adams. [1849/19]

*170. To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons in each county awaiting cataract 
surgery; and the length of time they have been waiting. — Gerry Adams. [1850/19]

*171. To ask the Minister for Health the age children that may not have been previously 
vaccinated for the meningococcal B disease are now entitled to vaccination from the HSE; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. — John Curran. [1853/19]
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*172. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to ensure the drug Pembrolizumab is made 
available for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John 
Curran. [1854/19]

*173. To ask the Minister for Health the number of employees in his Department; the number 
professionally	 qualified	 with	 organisations	 (details	 supplied);	 the	 number	 with	 other	 relevant	
professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	
Barry Cowen. [1890/19]

*174. To ask the Minister for Health the number of employees in his Department authorised to 
engage	in	procurement;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	
the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	
qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1907/19]

*175. To ask the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 159 of 23 October 2018 
and the response from the HSE, when capital works, that is, new building works to accommodate 
a CT scanner will be completed at the Midlands Regional Hospital, Mullingar, County Westmeath. 
— Robert Troy. [1923/19]

*176. To ask the Minister for Health if a medical card application by a person (details supplied) 
will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Browne. [1926/19]

*177. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address a matter in relation to a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-Rae. [1930/19]

*178. To ask the Minister for Health the number of procedures carried out in UHK (details 
supplied) for certain time periods; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Healy-
Rae. [1932/19]

*179. To ask the Minister for Health if the HSE has undertaken a cost analysis for the provision 
of the meningitis B vaccine to all children born before October 2016; if he will consider same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Brassil. [1934/19]

*180. To ask the Minister for Health if the HSE has established the number of persons affected 
by the meningitis B strain in relation to the recent meningitis outbreak; the number of persons that 
recently died due to the meningitis that were affected by the meningitis B strain; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — John Brassil. [1935/19]

*181. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to extend the meningitis B vaccine to all children 
born before October 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Brassil. [1936/19]

*182. To ask the Minister for Health if a new 50 bed permanent unit is in the HSE capital plan; 
if so, when it will be delivered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Kelly. 
[1937/19]

*183. To ask the Minister for Health his plans to establish a public awareness campaign to 
encourage the uptake of the meningitis B vaccine and the booster programme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. — John Brassil. [1938/19]
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*184. To ask the Minister for Health his plans for future services in Our Lady’s Hospital, Cashel; 
if there will be an increase of service provision at the hospital; if so, the details of same; when they 
will become operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Kelly. [1950/19]

*185. To ask the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in County Clare will 
receive an appointment with University Hospital Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Michael Harty. [1951/19]

*186. To ask the Minister for Health the steps being taken to prevent further meningitis outbreaks; 
the steps being taken to encourage update of the vaccine and the booster shot for persons under 16 
years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — John Brassil. [1952/19]

*187. To ask the Minister for Health the assistance which will be provided to a group (details 
supplied) that provide a service in the area of mental health services in securing a long-term 
premises to lease. — Robert Troy. [1953/19]

*188. To ask the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding 
section 3B of the fair deal scheme application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Michael Healy-Rae. [1964/19]

*189. To ask the Minister for Health the number of children that have been vaccinated with the 
meningitis B vaccine since it was introduced in October 2016; the rates of incidence of meningitis 
B since 2010 per age group; the rates of meningitis B versus meningitis C since 2010; and the rates 
of meningitis B and C compared to EU rates since 2010. — Róisín Shortall. [1970/19]

*190. To ask the Minister for Health if a catch-up meningitis B programme will be provided for 
all children; the estimated cost of providing such a programme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [1971/19]

*191. To ask the Minister for Health the details, including locations and indicative timelines, of 
plans for the roll out of primary care centres across Cork city and county; the details of the various 
stages in the process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael McGrath. [2002/19]

*192. To ask the Minister for Health the steps he will take to ensure that a replacement nurse 
with	expertise	in	disability	services	is	appointed	to	the	child	disability	services	team	in	Springfield,	
Mullingar, County Westmeath (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Willie Penrose. [2015/19]

*193. To ask the Minister for Health the strains of meningitis responsible for the latest outbreak; 
the age breakdown of those affected; the regions they were based; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. — Róisín Shortall. [2018/19]

*194. To ask the Minister for Health the amount of funding required to reopen and fully staff 
the 20 bed short stay ward of €1.8 million sought by the management of Letterkenny University 
Hospital allocated to date; and if the 20 beds in the ward will reopen as soon as possible. — Louise 
O’Reilly. [2021/19]

*195. To ask the Minister for Health the number of days in 2018 that Letterkenny University 
Hospital deployed the full capacity protocol. — Louise O’Reilly. [2022/19]
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*196. To ask the Minister for Health if the funding required to provide a second 24 hour ambulance 
based in Buncrana, County Donegal and serving the Inishowen peninsula will be provided by the 
HSE as requested by the NAS. — Louise O’Reilly. [2023/19]

*197. To ask the Minister for Health the number of hospital beds at Buncrana Community 
Hospital and nursing unit, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, 
in tabular form. — Louise O’Reilly. [2024/19]

*198. To ask the Minister for Health the number of nurses based at Buncrana Community 
Hospital and nursing unit, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018, in tabular form. — 
Louise O’Reilly. [2025/19]

*199. To ask the Minister for Health the number of hospital beds at Carndonagh Community 
Hospital, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. 
— Louise O’Reilly. [2026/19]

*200. To ask the Minister for Health the number of nurses based at Carndonagh Community 
Hospital, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. 
— Louise O’Reilly. [2027/19]

*201. To ask the Minister for Health the number of hospital beds at Ramelton Community 
Hospital and nursing unit, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, 
in tabular form. — Louise O’Reilly. [2028/19]

*202. To ask the Minister for Health the number of nurses based at Ramelton Community 
Hospital and nursing unit, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, 
in tabular form. — Louise O’Reilly. [2029/19]

*203. To ask the Minister for Health the number of hospital beds at Lifford Community Hospital, 
County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. — Louise 
O’Reilly. [2030/19]

*204. To ask the Minister for Health the number of nurses based at Lifford Community Hospital, 
County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. — Louise 
O’Reilly. [2031/19]

*205. To ask the Minister for Health the number of hospital beds at St. Joseph’s Community 
Hospital, Stranorlar, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in 
tabular form. — Louise O’Reilly. [2032/19]

*206. To ask the Minister for Health the number of nurses based at St. Joseph’s Community 
Hospital, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. 
— Louise O’Reilly. [2033/19]

*207. To ask the Minister for Health the number of hospital beds at Falcarragh Community 
Hospital, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. 
— Louise O’Reilly. [2034/19]

*208. To ask the Minister for Health the number of nurses based at Falcarragh Community 
Hospital, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. 
— Louise O’Reilly. [2035/19]
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*209. To ask the Minister for Health the number of hospital beds at Dungloe Community 
Hospital, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. 
— Louise O’Reilly. [2036/19]

*210. To ask the Minister for Health the number of nurses based at Dungloe Community 
Hospital, County Donegal in each of the years 2004 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. 
— Louise O’Reilly. [2037/19]

*211. To ask the Minister for Health the temporary replacement beds available to Carndonagh 
Community Hospital, County Donegal in other hospitals in the county during the refurbishment 
works in the time ahead to ensure that there will no loss of beds and service to the local community. 
— Louise O’Reilly. [2038/19]

Chun an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara: To the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

*212. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a supplementary TAMS 
payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[1815/19]

*213. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a forestry grant premium 
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[1837/19]

*214. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when a 2018 GLAS payment 
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[1838/19]

*215. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of employees in his 
Department;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	
with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	
in tabular form. — Barry Cowen. [1880/19]

*216. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of employees in 
his	Department	 authorised	 to	 engage	 in	 procurement;	 the	 number	 professionally	 qualified	with	
organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	
number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1897/19]

*217. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of inspections carried 
out on adult sheep carcasses, that is, those over one year of age, in processing factories in each of 
the years 2016 to 2018, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Fitzmaurice. [1919/19]

*218. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of inspections 
carried out on lamb carcasses, that is, those under one year of age, in processing factories in each 
of the years 2016 to 2018, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Fitzmaurice. [1920/19]

*219. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of instances of non-
compliance in relation to carcass trimming regulations detected when adult sheep carcasses over 
one year of age and lamb carcasses under one year of age were inspected in processing factories 
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in each of the years 2016 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Michael 
Fitzmaurice. [1921/19]

*220. To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the number of times food 
business organisations have accessed herd numbers of farmers through the AIM system; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. — Michael Fitzmaurice. [1922/19]

Chun an Aire Cumarsáide, Gníomhaithe ar son na hAeráide agus Comhshaoil: To the Minister for 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

*221. To ask the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment the reason the 
Solidarity and Just Transition Silesia Declaration was not signed; the reasons for signing or not 
signing respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Eamon Ryan. [1816/19]

*222. To ask the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment the reason 
there is such disparity nationally in prices for a litre of petrol and diesel; if his attention has been 
drawn to the reason for same; his plans to address same with better regulation or an alternative 
solution; and if his Department has carried out an investigation into this price disparity. — Lisa 
Chambers. [1840/19]

*223. To ask the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment the position 
regarding the National Broadband Plan; when an area (details supplied) will have full broadband 
cover; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mary Butler. [1863/19]

*224. To ask the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment the number 
of	employees	in	his	Department;	 the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	
supplied);	 the	 number	with	 other	 relevant	 professional	 qualifications;	 and	 the	 number	with	 no	
professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1883/19]

*225. To ask the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment the number 
of employees in his Department authorised to engage in procurement; the number professionally 
qualified	 with	 organisations	 (details	 supplied);	 the	 number	 with	 other	 relevant	 professional	
qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	
[1900/19]

*226. To ask the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment the status of 
the	awarding	of	a	contract	in	respect	of	the	National	Broadband	Plan;	if	his	officials	have	provided	
him with an interim report and or made recommendations on the awarding of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [2017/19]

Chun an Aire Iompair, Turasóireachta agus Spóirt: To the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport.

*227. To ask the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason for the pending introduction 
of	a	requirement	of	customs	officials	and	airport	police	to	be	searched	as	a	matter	of	routine	when	
they enter and exit airport facilities and when they are entering and exiting different areas within 
the airport campus itself including from airside to landside; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — John Lahart. [1834/19]
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*228. To ask the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the contingency plans in place for 
drone attacks and illegal use of drones at Irish airports in particular Dublin, Shannon and Cork 
airports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niall Collins. [1820/19]

*229. To ask the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the capital expenditure to the end of 
December 2018 under the heading of walking and cycling; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Gino Kenny. [1821/19]

*230. To ask the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the timeframe for the completion of 
works (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [1851/19]

*231. To ask the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number of employees in his 
Department;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	
with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	
in tabular form. — Barry Cowen. [1896/19]

*232. To ask the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number of employees in his 
Department	 authorised	 to	 engage	 in	 procurement;	 the	 number	 professionally	 qualified	 with	
organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	
number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1913/19]

*233. To ask the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position regarding persons that 
have the free travel pass and are travelling with Iarnród Éireann when the new system comes into 
effect in train stations in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Lisa 
Chambers. [1924/19]

*234. To ask the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an application for capital funding 
under the sports capital grants scheme has been received from a club (details supplied); if so, if 
same will be considered for an allocation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Willie 
Penrose. [2014/19]

Chun an Aire Leanaí agus Gnóthaí Óige: To the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.

*235. To ask the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of employees in her 
Department;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	
with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	
in tabular form. — Barry Cowen. [1882/19]

*236. To ask the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of employees in her 
Department	 authorised	 to	 engage	 in	 procurement;	 the	 number	 professionally	 qualified	 with	
organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	
number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1899/19]

*237. To ask the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status of the Adoption (Information 
and Tracing) Bill 2016; and the timeframe for the Bill to progress to committee stage. — Anne 
Rabbitte. [1928/19]

*238. To ask the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if consideration has been given to 
amendments of the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill 2016, the scope of the amendments; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Anne Rabbitte. [1929/19]
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Chun an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail: To the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.

*239. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of employees 
in	 his	 Department;	 the	 number	 professionally	 qualified	 with	 organisations	 (details	 supplied);	
the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	
qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1894/19]

*240. To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of employees 
in	his	Department	authorised	to	engage	in	procurement;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	
organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	
number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1911/19]

Chun an Aire Gnóthaí Fostaíochta agus Coimirce Sóisialaí: To the Minister for Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection.

*241. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the amount and dates 
of	payment	of	illness	benefit	to	a	person	(details	supplied)	in	County	Cork	in	respect	of	2019.	—	
Kevin O’Keeffe. [1823/19]

*242.	 To	ask	the	Minister	for	Employment	Affairs	and	Social	Protection	if	a	file	for	an	appeal	for	
partial	capacity	benefit	for	a	person	(details	supplied)	in	County	Kildare	will	be	forwarded	to	the	
appeals	office	for	processing;	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Martin	Heydon.	
[1828/19]

*243. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the number of staff 
working within the carer’s allowance section; the number in each area within the section; when 
staff were last taken on in the section; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John 
Brady. [1829/19]

*244. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the number of 
applications	received,	awarded	and	refused,	respectively	for	carer’s	allowance	and	carer’s	benefit	
in 2018. — John Brady. [1830/19]

*245. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection if the resumption of 
full payment in the case of a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [1914/19]

*246. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection if a decision has been 
made on a carer’s support grant appeal in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	the	matter.	—	Brendan	Griffin.	[1915/19]

*247. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the reason the rural 
social scheme is not available to those in receipt of a blind pension in view of the fact that it is 
available to those in receipt of disability allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
— Declan Breathnach. [1917/19]

*248. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the status of an 
application	for	invalidity	benefit	by	a	person	(details	supplied);	and	if	she	will	make	a	statement	on	
the matter. — Darragh O’Brien. [1927/19]
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*249. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection if she will publish the 
analysis being undertaken examining all scenarios of Brexit on the reciprocal arrangements in 
place between Ireland and the United Kingdom in relation to social security payments; when she 
will publish same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [1933/19]

*250. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the stage plans are 
at to move the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Bill 2017 to committee stage; the 
timeframe for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — John Brady. [1963/19]

*251. To ask the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the number of persons 
in receipt of the back to work enterprise allowance and the short-term enterprise allowance as of 
the end of 2018. — John Brady. [2003/19]

Chun an Aire Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil: To the Minister for Housing, Planning and 
Local Government.

*252. To ask the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government the measures an 
individual can take to remove an association between them and planning applications made in their 
name without their knowledge. — Martin Ferris. [1832/19]

*253. To ask the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government if he will provide a 
progress report on the efforts to meet near zero energy building requirements in 2018; if all public 
buildings, whether owned or leased by the State, are now fully compliant with the relevant EU 
directive; if not, the level of compliance; when full compliance will be achieved; the measures 
implemented and that will be implemented to ensure compliance with the directive’s targets for 
2020; the method for tracking the reduction in carbon energy consumption in residential and 
commercial properties; and if there are interim targets for the reduction in carbon emissions from 
residential and commercial buildings from the current level of approximately 30% of all carbon 
emission. — Eoin Ó Broin. [1841/19]

*254. To ask the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government if the provision of 
a septic tank grant for those that require to replace their existing septic tanks and do not have 
the resources to do so themselves but that have not been inspected will be considered. — Kevin 
O’Keeffe. [1842/19]

*255. To ask the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government the number of employees 
in	his	Department;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	the	
number	 with	 other	 relevant	 professional	 qualifications;	 and	 the	 number	 with	 no	 professional	
qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1891/19]

*256. To ask the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government the number of employees 
in	his	Department	authorised	to	engage	in	procurement;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	
organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	
number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1908/19]

*257. To ask the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government when he plans to 
introduce the residential tenancies (amendment) Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
— Michael McGrath. [1955/19]
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Chun an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta: To the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht.

*258. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the board of a theatre (details 
supplied)	ratified	the	annual	plans	for	the	theatre;	the	corporate	governance	model	that	is	applied	
between the board and artistic directors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Micheál 
Martin. [1817/19]

*259. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her contacts and meetings 
with a theatre (details supplied) in 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Micheál 
Martin. [1818/19]

*260. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the role she has in relation 
to the operation of a theatre (details supplied); the reason for policy interventions; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. — Micheál Martin. [1819/19]

*261. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the details of the €2.13 million 
in funding through Culture Ireland for Irish arts globally in 2019; the projects with County Offaly 
involvement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Marcella Corcoran Kennedy. 
[1825/19]

*262. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the details of the cultural 
ambassadors initiative; the ambassador from County Offaly; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Marcella Corcoran Kennedy. [1826/19]

*263. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the number of employees in her 
Department;	the	number	professionally	qualified	with	organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	
with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	number	with	no	professional	qualifications	
in tabular form. — Barry Cowen. [1884/19]

*264. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the number of employees in 
her	Department	 authorised	 to	 engage	 in	 procurement;	 the	number	 professionally	 qualified	with	
organisations	(details	supplied);	the	number	with	other	relevant	professional	qualifications;	and	the	
number	with	no	professional	qualifications	in	tabular	form.	—	Barry	Cowen.	[1901/19]

*265. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the degree to which she expects 
to encourage participation in heritage projects at community level in the foreseeable future; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [1972/19]

*266. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the extent to which she expects 
to support community heritage groups at local level in 2019; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [1973/19]

*267. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her plans for archaeological 
excavation of historical sites that have not been investigated with particular reference to 
encouragement of local interest in such projects from both a tourist and archaeological point of 
view; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [1974/19]

*268. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the discussions she has had with 
local heritage groups and historical societies with a view to promoting greater interest in history 
and heritage; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [1975/19]
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*269. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the extent to which she can 
engage in the promotion of historical heritage sites with a view to maximisation of interest from 
tourists and young persons; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. 
[1976/19]

*270. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the degree to which she has 
earmarked historical sites and buildings throughout County Kildare for protection and promotion; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [1977/19]

*271. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the number of listed historical 
sites and buildings throughout County Kildare which need further protection or are endangered; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [1978/19]

*272. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the extent to which she 
continues to liaise with Waterways Ireland in order to address outstanding issues arising in respect 
of canal property and local interests; and if she will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. 
Durkan. [1979/19]

*273. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the extent to which her 
Department has monitored the number of semi-derelict or derelict castles or historical buildings in 
need of extra preservation nationally; her plans for same; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [1980/19]

*274. To ask the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the extent to which her 
Department has surveyed listed buildings and historical sites throughout County Kildare with a 
view to remedial, restoration and or preservation works; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [1981/19]

CEISTEANNA, SEACHAS CEISTEANNA AR SONRAÍODH UAIN DÓIBH, I 
gCOMHAIR FREAGRA Ó BHÉAL DÉARDAOIN, 17 EANÁIR, 2019 

QUESTIONS, OTHER THAN QUESTIONS NOMINATED FOR PRIORITY, FOR ORAL 
ANSWER ON THURSDAY, 17 JANUARY, 2019

 
Chun an Taoiseach agus Aire Cosanta: To the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence.

1. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the cost of Defence Forces personnel 
providing aid-to-civil power at Shannon Airport in 2018. — Clare Daly. [1960/19]

2. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when the working time directive will be 
implemented for members of the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — 
Jack Chambers. [1861/19]

3. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a psychiatrist has been appointed to the 
Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — James Browne. [1808/19]

4. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the details of the planned increase in 
defence spending for 2019 in all areas; the details of the increase planned to deal with issues of pay 
and work conditions suffered by Defence Forces members; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Bríd Smith. [2005/19]
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5. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his priorities for the Reserve Defence 
Forces in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jack Chambers. [1860/19]

6. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the proposed recruitment programme for 
the Permanent Defence Forces for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Brendan 
Smith. [1957/19]

7.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	if	all	Defence	Forces	and	Air	Corps	officers	
are trained in the use of respirators and or breathing apparatus in the context of handling chemicals 
and toxic material; if the use of same is now mandatory; and the date on which it became mandatory. 
— Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [1803/19]

8. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the steps being taken to ensure better 
pay and working conditions for members of the Defence Forces; the steps being taken to ensure 
appropriate	supports	are	available	to	current	and	former	members	that	may	be	experiencing	financial	
difficulties;	if	he	has	satisfied	himself	that	current	recruitment	methods	are	sufficient;	and	if	he	will	
make a statement on the matter. — Bobby Aylward. [1806/19]

9.	 To	ask	the	Taoiseach	and	Minister	for	Defence	the	details	of	2019,	2020	and	2021	financial	
commitments pursuant to Ireland’s participation in PESCO; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [1965/19]

10. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of personnel serving in the 
Permanent Defence Forces at the end of 2018; the projected enlistment for 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. — Brendan Smith. [1956/19]

11. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to implement the recommendations 
of the review of psychiatric services for the Defence Forces in view of the recent unsuccessful 
attempts to recruit a full-time military psychiatrist; if other recommendations remain outstanding; 
and his further plans to strengthen services for the mental health of Defence Forces members. — 
Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [1801/19]

12. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the breakdown of Defence Forces personnel 
on deployment abroad or on secondment; the details of each mission in 2018; the projected mission 
of each for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [1809/19]

13. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the target date to reach the allowed 
establishment	 figure	 of	 9,500	 Defence	 Forces	 personnel	 as	 outlined	 in	 the	 Programme	 for	
Partnership Government. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [1804/19]

14. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he has had discussions with senior 
officers	in	the	Naval	Service	in	regard	to	the	fact	that	the	Sea	Fisheries	Protection	Authority	has	
significant	concerns	in	regard	to	the	potential	negative	impact	on	Ireland’s	fishery	protection	through	
a decrease in the seagoing effort of the Naval Service; if so, the outcome of those discussions; and 
the next steps decided on to address those concerns. — Clare Daly. [1958/19]

15. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the Defence Forces will achieve their 
establishment strength of 9,500 during 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jack 
Chambers. [1859/19]
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16. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status of the proposed plans to send 
the Army Ranger Wing to Mali on peacekeeping duties; the reason for this possible deployment; 
if their deployment has come at the request of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. — Mick Wallace. [2007/19]

17. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the key decisions made at the Foreign 
Affairs Council on 19 November 2018 in relation to PESCO, Civilian Common Security and 
Defence and the European Defence Fund; and the impact of each of same on Ireland. — Aengus Ó 
Snodaigh. [1802/19]

18. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on whether Irish involvement in 
PESCO and a change of direction of the Defence Forces will undermine the training work being 
carried out by Irish troops as highlighted and praised by the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence on 
his recent visit to Mali. — Maureen O’Sullivan. [1856/19]

19. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the stages for the allowances restoration 
of pay and conditions for members of the Defence Forces; and the timeframe for restoration. — 
Maureen O’Sullivan. [1855/19]

20. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the actions taken on foot of the two reports 
of the working group on Lariam. — Aengus Ó Snodaigh. [1800/19]

21. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the role envisaged for the Army Ranger 
Wing in Mali; and the person or body that suggested that the Rangers should be deployed in Mali. 
— Clare Daly. [1961/19]

22. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the details of PESCO projects to which 
Ireland has committed as participant or observer; the budgets for each project; the personnel 
involved; the commitments given; the timeline for each; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. — Catherine Connolly. [1966/19]

23. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a comprehensive audit or survey of 
women’s experience of bullying, harassment and inequality in the Defence Forces is planned with a 
view to exploring women’s experience of same and making relevant recommendations for change. 
— Clare Daly. [1959/19]

24. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his attention has been drawn to claims 
that	shortages	of	officers	in	the	Defence	Forces	have	resulted	in	bomb	disposal	experts	and	marine	
engineers having to work 65 and 70 hours a week respectively without overtime; the measures 
being taken to address this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Jack Chambers. 
[1862/19]

25. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the extent to which the strength of the 
Defence Forces remains in keeping with targets and projections; if corrective measures are required; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [1968/19]

26. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the extent to which participation by the 
Defence Forces in international missions is envisaged in 2019; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. — Bernard J. Durkan. [1967/19]
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27. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to introduce a new Army barracks 
in counties Cavan and Monaghan or the greater Border region in view of Brexit and in further view 
of recent developments and the possible reintroduction of a hard Border; if such a move is included 
in contingency plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [1814/19]

28. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if it is planned that the Army Ranger Wing 
will be empowered to use force if deployed to Mali. — Clare Daly. [1962/19]

29. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the Defence Forces expect a greater 
deployment	of	its	fleet	in	the	provision	of	fisheries	protection	missions	in	2019	following	Brexit;	
the planning his Department and the Defence Forces have undertaken in this regard; his views on 
whether	two	CN	235	Casa	aircraft	operated	by	the	Air	Corps	will	be	sufficient	to	complete	the	tasks	
required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Alan Farrell. [1810/19]

30. To ask the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if there have been proposed new military 
operations or peacekeeping operations in the near future that will see the deployment of Defence 
Forces personnel overseas in view of his comments that it is a stated ambition to double Ireland’s 
global impact and footprint by 2025 and that military and peacekeeping operations play a role in 
this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Mick Wallace. [2008/19]
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