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GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh Leasú ar Thairiscint: Notice of Amendment to Motion

182. “That Dáil Éireann:

acknowledges that:

— Community  Employment  (CE)  schemes  provide  much  needed  services  in 
communities throughout the country, and that the Department of Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection is now responsible for these schemes;

— CE  schemes  are  designed  to  help  those  in  long-term  unemployment,  who  are 
disadvantaged  or  find  it  impossible  to  get  mainstream  work  in  their  local  
communities;

— there are 25,000 citizens on schemes and they are managed and organised by 1,250 
supervisors  and assistant supervisors;

— the work of CE supervisors and assistant supervisors is integral to the overall success  
and implementation of the CE schemes;

— this pension grievance has been ongoing since the early 2000s and records show that 
some progress was made with the introduction of the Health Service Executive Home 
Help model;

— unions  were  informed  that  this  model  would  form a  basis  for  the  CE supervisor 
pension issue;

— in July 2008, the Labour Court recommended that an agreed pension scheme should 
be introduced for CE supervisors and assistant supervisors, and that such a scheme 
should be adequately funded by FÁS, the funding agency responsible for CE at that 
time;

— FÁS attended the Labour Court hearing in 2008;

— a number of local authorities are already providing pensions to a small number of CE 
supervisors;

— under the Lansdowne Road Agreement, it was agreed to set up a high level forum to 
examine how to resolve this longstanding issue;

P.T.O.



— the high level forum was set up, chaired by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform,  and  it  outlined  the  costs  involved  to  resolve  this  longstanding  issue  in 
November last; and

— since late 2017, a meeting has been promised between the unions representing this 
small group and the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, but it has yet to be 
arranged;

accepts  that  the  pension  issue  for  CE  supervisors  and  assistant  supervisors  has  been  left  
unresolved for far too long; and

calls for:

— industrial  action  to  be  avoided  as  it  will  have  a  very  negative  impact  on  local  
communities;

— a resolution and a satisfactory pathway to be found to address the pension issue for 
the  1,250  CE  supervisors  and  assistant  supervisors,  based  on  the  Labour  Court 
recommendation of 2008;

— the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to immediately meet with unions that 
represent  the  CE  supervisors  and  assistant  supervisors  so  that  negotiations  can 
commence with a view to creating a process to bring this issue to finality; and

— the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to make available, even if it is on an  
incremental  basis,  the  financial  resources  to  address  this  issue.”  —  Willie  O'Dea,  
Mary  Butler,  Thomas  Byrne,  Dara  Calleary,  Pat  Casey,  Shane  Cassells,  Jack  
Chambers, Lisa M. Chambers, Niall Collins, Barry Cowen, John Curran, Stephen S.  
Donnelly,  Timmy Dooley,  Sean Fleming,  Pat  the  Cope Gallagher,  Seán Haughey,  
Billy  Kelleher,  John  Lahart,  James  Lawless,  Marc  MacSharry,  Micheál  Martin,  
Michael  McGrath,  John  McGuinness,  Aindrias  Moynihan,  Michael  Moynihan,  
Eugene Murphy, Margaret Murphy O'Mahony, Darragh O'Brien, Jim O'Callaghan,  
Éamon Ó Cuív, Kevin O'Keeffe, Fiona O'Loughlin, Frank O'Rourke, Anne Rabbitte,  
Eamon Scanlon, Brendan Smith, Niamh Smyth, Robert Troy, Charlie McConalogue,  
Jackie Cahill, Bobby Aylward, John Brassil, Declan Breathnach, James Browne.

Leasú:
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “integral to the overall success and implementation of the CE  
schemes” and substitute the following:

“— in July 2008, the Labour Court recommended that an agreed pension scheme should  
be introduced for CE supervisors and assistant supervisors;

— the employees in question are, or were, employees of private companies and have not 
made a pension contribution, notwithstanding the fact that the companies concerned 
are, or were, reliant on State funding;

— a  high  level  forum  comprising  trade  unions  and  Government  departments  and 
agencies was established to discuss certain issues pertaining to the community and  
voluntary sector and these discussions have included the issues arising from the 2008 
Labour Court recommendation;

— any consideration of this matter must have regard to the costs and precedent of such  
an arrangement were one to be created, particularly in light of the large size of the  
community and voluntary sector in Ireland;

— in this regard, a detailed scoping exercise was carried out with input from the Irish  
Government  Economic  and  Evaluation  Service  (IGEES)  on  the  potential  costs  of 
providing  exchequer  support  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  pension  scheme  for 
employees across the community and voluntary sector in Ireland;



— this exercise shows that this matter presents very significant issues for the exchequer,  
with a potential cost to the State of €188 million per annum in respect of funding to  
enable an employer pension contribution in State funded community and voluntary 
organisations, excluding any provision for immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of 
pension as sought (which could, depending on the size of the sector, entail a further  
exchequer cost of up to €318 million);

— while  CE supervisors  and assistant  supervisors  represent  only a  part  of  the  wider  
community and voluntary sector, any provision of State funding for such a scheme in 
respect of those employees could potentially give rise to claims for similar schemes  
on the part  of  those in  the  broader  sector,  thus  crystallising the potential  level  of  
liability mentioned; and

— accordingly, any solution to this issue will require careful consideration, must have 
regard for all  community and voluntary sector  employees  and the implications  for  
scarce exchequer resources.” — An tAire Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe.
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