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GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh Leasuithe ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendments to Motion

111. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes:

— the pioneering and transformative vision, under the leadership of Seán Lemass, with 
the  introduction  of  the  First  Programme for  Economic  Expansion  and others  who 
followed in radically opening the Irish economy to foreign direct investment (FDI)  
and trade;

— the  over  300,000  persons  employed  in  foreign  multinational  enterprises  across 
Ireland,  with  200,000  people  working  in  Industrial  Development  Authority  (IDA) 
Ireland supported companies and service industries;

— that European Union (EU) exports to the rest of the world support one in every four  
jobs in Ireland;

— the success in attracting FDI to Ireland over many decades with United States FDI 
outflows to Ireland accounting for over $31 billion in 2016; and

— the attraction and retention of Ireland’s 12.5 per cent corporate tax rate to retain and 
grow our FDI jobs footprint;

recognises:

— the significant threat that Brexit poses for trade on the island of Ireland;

— that trade agreements benefit Ireland in terms of increased jobs, exports, and small  
and medium-sized enterprise business opportunities on the basis that as an exporting 
country Ireland stands to benefit disproportionately from the potential for expanded 
tariff-free market access;

— the independent  study by Copenhagen Economics that  the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP) would add 1.1 per cent to gross domestic product in  
Ireland, increase Irish exports  to the world by around 4 per cent  and create  up to  
10,000 jobs; and

— that  free-trade  agreements  must  ensure  the  maintenance  of  premier  EU standards 
relating  to  consumer  protection,  food,  health,  environment,  social  and  labour 
standards; and

P.T.O.



calls for:

— Ireland to further endorse free-trade agreements to intensify employment and export 
growth opportunities;

— the  removal  of  barriers  to  trade  via  fair  and  free-trade  agreements,  predicated  on  
ensuring that EU standards related to consumer protection, food, health, environment, 
social and labour standards remain untouched;

— the  support  and  endorsement  of  an  ambitious  Comprehensive  Economic  Trade 
Agreement (CETA) in order to open new markets and grow Irish jobs; and

— the expansion  of diplomatic  staff  in  Irish embassies  and enterprise  agency offices  
oversees.” — Niall Collins, Bobby Aylward, John Brassil, Declan Breathnach, James  
Browne,  Mary  Butler,  Thomas  Byrne,  Jackie  Cahill,  Dara  Calleary,  Pat  Casey,  
Shane  Cassells,  Jack  Chambers,  Lisa  M.  Chambers,  Barry  Cowen,  John Curran,  
Stephen S. Donnelly, Timmy Dooley, Sean Fleming, Pat the Cope Gallagher, Seán  
Haughey,  Billy  Kelleher,  John Lahart,  James  Lawless,  Marc  MacSharry,  Micheál  
Martin,  Charlie  McConalogue,  Michael  McGrath,  John  McGuinness,  Aindrias  
Moynihan,  Michael  Moynihan,  Eugene  Murphy,  Margaret  Murphy  O'Mahony,  
Darragh O'Brien, Jim O'Callaghan, Éamon Ó Cuív, Willie O'Dea, Kevin O'Keeffe,  
Fiona O'Loughlin, Frank O'Rourke, Anne Rabbitte, Eamon Scanlon, Brendan Smith,  
Niamh Smyth, Robert Troy.

Leasuithe: 
Amendments:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes:

— the  contribution  small  and  medium-sized  enterprises  make  to  the  Irish  economy,  
employing over 919,985 people around the country;

— the importance foreign direct investment provides to the Irish economy;

— the success of the Industrial Development Authority (IDA) in attracting multinational  
companies to Ireland and in supporting 199,877 jobs here in 2016;

— the results of InterTradeIreland’s quarterly Business Monitor survey showing that in  
quarter one of 2017 98 per cent of firms have not made plans to deal with Brexit;

— that the Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement (CETA) is part of the so-called 
new generation  of  free  trade  agreements,  along  with  the  Transatlantic  Trade  and 
Investment  Partnership  (TTIP),  the  Trade  in  Services  Agreement  (TiSA)  and  the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) that move far beyond the lowering of tariffs and aim 
primarily to remove ‘non-tariff barriers to trade’ by reaching regulatory coherence or 
harmonisation between parties;

— that the legal opinion of a senior council has pointed out that Irish ratification of a 
free  trade agreement,  that  includes  an Investor-State  Dispute  Settlement  (ISDS) or  
Investment Court System (ICS), would:

— possibly infringe Article 15.2.1 of the Constitution of Ireland, which vests  
the sole power to make law in the Oireachtas;

— certainly infringe Article 34.1 of the Constitution of Ireland, which vests the 
power to dispense justice in the Irish domestic courts; and

— certainly infringe Article 34.3.2 of the Constitution of Ireland which makes 
the High Court, and appellate courts above it, the sole court in which a law 
may be questioned; and

— the ongoing European Union (EU) proposals to introduce greater  harmonisation of  



corporation tax systems across the EU;

recognises:

— the threat that Brexit poses for trade on the island of Ireland;

— the extensive trade links between Northern Ireland and Ireland, with trade in goods 
valued at €1.65 billion (south to north) and €1.05 billion (north to south) in 2016;

— the decision of the electorate in Northern Ireland who voted to remain in the EU;

— the need for a special status designation for Northern Ireland, to protect jobs and trade 
across the island of Ireland;

— that free trade agreements ratified by Ireland must have the interests of citizens and 
workers at their core;

— that  free  trade  agreements  ratified  by Ireland must  not  benefit  large  multinational 
corporations at the expense of indigenous businesses;

— that  a comprehensive academic study,  published in September 2016 by the Global  
Development and Environment Institute at Tufts University, demonstrates that CETA 
will  cause,  inter  alia,  200,000  job  losses  in  the  EU  by  2023,  significant  wage 
compression,  a  decline  in  the  labour  share  of  income,  a  net  loss  of  governments’  
revenue, and net losses in Gross Domestic Product of signature parties;

— that the Irish beef farming sector is particularly vulnerable to the effects of CETA 
including an influx of 50,000 tonnes of Canadian beef  and 75,000 tonnes of pork 
entering the EU market,  the  impact  of  this  influx on Irish beef  producers  will  be  
exacerbated as a result  of the Brexit vote due to the fact that Britain has been the 
largest importer of Canadian agri-produce and there has been no revision of quotas in 
response to the Brexit vote;

— that pursuant to Articles 34.2 and 34.3.2 of the Constitution of Ireland, a referendum 
of Irish citizens to change the Constitution of Ireland in relation to the subjection of  
the Irish State to an ICS is legally required; and

— that Seanad Éireann has voted to reject the provisional application of CETA, and the 
Irish Congress of Trade Unions as well as Irish environmental,  public health, food 
safety and consumer rights organisations have called for the rejection of CETA and 
TTIP; and

calls for:

— a special  status  designation  for  Northern  Ireland  to  protect  jobs  and  trade  across 
Ireland;

— more  funding  to  be  made  available  to  the  IDA,  Enterprise  Ireland  and 
InterTradeIreland to help increase the level of business preparation for Brexit;

— the Government to withdraw from the provisional application of CETA;

— the Government to uphold Article 29.5.2 of the Constitution of Ireland, which states  
that the terms of any international agreement involving a charge upon public funds 
must have been approved by Dáil Éireann;

— the Government not to ratify CETA or any free trade agreement which includes the  
subjection of the Irish State to an ICS or ISDS mechanism;

— the  holding  of  a  referendum  of  the  Irish  people,  in  accordance  with  the  legal 
requirements of the Constitution of Ireland (Articles 34.1 and 34.3.2), in relation to  
the subjection of the Irish State to the ICS included in CETA; and

— the rejection of EU proposals which undermine Irish tax sovereignty.” —  Maurice  

P.T.O.



Quinlivan, Gerry Adams, John Brady, Pat Buckley, David Cullinane, Seán Crowe,  
Pearse Doherty, Dessie Ellis, Martin J. Ferris, Kathleen Funchion, Martin Kenny,  
Mary  Lou  McDonald,  Imelda  Munster,  Denise  Mitchell,  Carol  Nolan,  Jonathan  
O'Brien,  Eoin Ó Broin,  Caoimhghín  Ó Caoláin,  Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire,  Louise  
O'Reilly, Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Brian Stanley, Peadar Tóibín.

2. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes:

— that the European Parliament Committee on Employment and Social Affairs voted in 
December  2016,  to  reject  the  current  Comprehensive  Economic  Trade  Agreement 
(CETA),  having found that  it  will  not  further  European Union (EU) objectives  in 
employment and social policy;

— that the removal of barriers to trade via fair and free-trade agreements are generally 
welcome,  however  agreements  such  as  CETA  and  the  Transatlantic  Trade  and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP) have been heavily criticised by experts as they provide  
little concrete protection to EU standards related to consumer protection, food, health, 
environment, social and labour standards;

— that  over  80  Irish  civil  society  groups  including  trade  unions,  farmers,  business 
owners  and  environmental  groups  have  called  on  members  of  the  European 
Parliament to reject CETA;

— that there are approximately 139,600 family farms in Ireland and that the agri-food 
sector  is  one  of  Ireland’s  most  important  indigenous  manufacturing  sectors, 
accounting for the employment of around 167,500 people;

— that the agri-food and drink sector accounts for 7.6 per cent of Ireland’s economy-
wide Gross Value Added (GVA), 10.7 per cent of Ireland’s exports and 8.4 per cent 
of total employment;

— that Irish food and drink exports in 2016 grew by 2.2 per cent and were valued at a 
record €11.4 billion; and

— the importance of Ireland’s green image to our international tourism sector, agri-food  
exports  and  the  nation’s  health  and  biodiversity,  and  that  exports  are  reliant  on  
Ireland’s green imagery;

acknowledges:

— the dangers posed to Irish agriculture, the agri-food and drink sectors, biodiversity,  
health and safety and labour rights by CETA which will  deregulate environmental,  
labour, food and climate standards;

— the  likelihood,  supported  by a  wide  range  of  experts,  that  CETA will  undermine 
national  efforts  to combat climate change and EU environmental  and public health 
standards including:

— the undermining of high standards of environmental protection, as CETA’s 
environmental  provisions  cannot  be  enforced  through  trade  sanctions  or 
financial penalties if they are violated, and future environment and climate  
policies will have to comply with CETA;

— the fact that CETA’s regulatory cooperation provisions will undermine the 
pursuit  of  high  EU  standards  such  as  under  the  EU’s  precautionary 
principle,  leading  to  the  introduction  of  endocrine  disrupting  chemicals, 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and the use of steroids, hormones 
and anti-biotic use in meat currently controlled by EU regulations;

— the  fact  that  EU chemicals  regulation  under  the  Registration  Evaluation 
Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals was criticised by the Canadian 



government at the World Trade Organisations (WTO) Technical Barriers to 
Trade Committee over 20 times between 2003 and 2011 and the likelihood 
that such complaints will be considered under CETA’s ‘technical barrier to 
trade’ chapter - leading to such regulations classed as ‘trade disrupters’;

— the undermining of EU animal welfare provisions, which are far stronger 
than the mainly voluntary standards in Canada and not sufficiently protected 
by CETA’s Article 21(4)(s) requirement to merely exchange information on 
animal welfare;

— the fact that CETA supports a cooperation mechanism with the objective of 
revising and harmonising GMO rules in a way that would lower current EU 
standards;

— that  CETA does not prevent  Canada from challenging the EU’s hormone 
legislation and the differing standards and approaches to the use of steroids,  
hormones and antibiotic use in Canada to the EU are of extreme concern;  
and

— the  likelihood  that  European  producers,  particularly  pork  and  beef 
producers, are likely to be undercut by cheap imports as CETA’s regulatory 
cooperation  agenda  will  favour  industrial  agriculture  interests  and 
undermine existing and future EU standards on food safety, the farm to fork 
approach,  animal  welfare  and agricultural  greenhouse  gas  emissions;  the 
United  States  of  America’s  country  of  origin  labelling  scheme  was 
successfully challenged by Canada in the WTO; and

— the likelihood of  ‘regulatory chill’  in  the  following areas  due to  the  threat  of  the 
investor protection provisions of the Investment Court System (ICS):

— CETA’s provisions on investment protection and its weak protection of the 
environment  will  undermine decarbonisation efforts,  efforts  to stop fossil 
fuel-based energy production and EU measures needed to reach the goals of  
the 2015 Paris Agreement;

— over 50 per cent of global mining companies are based in Canada - CETA’s 
provisions  may enable  fracking companies  to take cases against  the Irish 
State and all 28 EU Member States through arbitration lawsuits; and

— CETA has the potential to undermine public health by opening the door for 
businesses to challenge public health laws that are perceived as barriers to 
trade  and limiting  policy choices  for  social,  health,  education  and water 
services which all fall under the rubric of ‘services of general interest’; and

calls on the Government to oppose the CETA agreement in its current form.” — Eamon Ryan,  
Catherine Martin.

P.T.O.


