
(Supplementary Order Paper)

83 DÁIL ÉIREANN

Dé Céadaoin, 30 Samhain, 2016
Wednesday, 30th November, 2016

12 meán lae
12 noon

___________________

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

28. (l) An Bille um Chíosanna agus Tionóntachtaí Ráthaithe, 2016 — An Dara Céim.
(a) Secure Rents and Tenancies Bill 2016 — Second Stage.

—Eoin Ó Broin.

Leasuithe ar an Tairiscint don Dara Léamh:
Amendments to Motion for Second Reading:

1. To delete all words after “That” and substitute the following:

“Dáil Éireann, while recognising the pressures that tenants are under following rent increases 
and the need for a comprehensive response to these pressures and while acknowledging the 
Bill’s merits in the context of the broader debate on the rental market, declines to give the Bill a 
second reading for the following reasons:

(a) it pre-empts the relevant commitments in the Programme for Government and in the 
Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, particularly in relation 
to  the  publication  of  a  strategy  for  the  rental  sector  by  end  2016,  in  which  the 
Government will  be considering measures to provide greater rental predictability for 
landlords and tenants and to improve security of tenure for tenants;

(b) the measures in the Bill  risk negatively impacting on existing and future  supply of  
rental accommodation; and

(c) the  Bill  has  potential  legal  and  constitutional  implications  which  require  careful 
consideration.”. — An tAire Tithíochta, Pleanála, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil.

2. To delete all words after “That” and substitute the following:

“Dáil Éireann:

recognising that:

  — the current level of rental inflation is not sustainable;

  — rent inflation in Dublin and other cities is severely impacting on disposable incomes, 
pushing  people  into  homelessness  and posing  a  risk  to  our  economic  stability and 



competitiveness;

  — rent  certainty measures are  required to  reduce excessive rent  inflation and increase 
security of occupancy for tenants and should be coupled with a range of incentives to 
expand the supply of rental properties; and

  — any rent regulations should be introduced initially on a short-term basis with a sunset  
clause, pending analysis of their market impact;

acknowledging that:

  — this Bill is very poorly thought out and would possibly bring further chaos to the rental 
market;

 — while stronger rent certainty measures are required, any model has to be well-thought  
out and display a cognisance of the significant disruptions that any rent regulations can 
inflict on the market; and

  — there is a need to examine the National Economic Social Council (NESC) proposal for a 
‘flexible market sensitive model of rent regulation’;

agreeing that within one month the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government  will  introduce  new  rent  certainty  measures  to  the  Oireachtas,  subsequent  to 
scrutiny between now and then by the Oireachtas Select Committee on Housing, Planning, 
Community and Local Government which will consider submissions and hold hearings that 
have regard in particular to ensure that the proposed Bill:

(a) is the most appropriate model for rent certainty regulations, including whether rents 
should be tied to local market indexes, such as historical market averages or to national 
indexes, such as the Consumer Price Index;

(b) does not give rise to any unintended consequences that create adverse effects on the 
rental market, bearing in mind experience of rent certainty models in other jurisdictions;

(c) takes account of any negative impacts on rental unit supply and appropriate measures to 
limit these;

(d) does  not  give  rise  to  constitutional  difficulties  by  identifying  and  dealing  with 
constitutional issues; and

(e) includes  complimentary measures  to  increase  supply of  rental  properties,  including 
measures to assist so-called ‘involuntary landlords’, measures to encourage owners of 
vacant properties to lease properties to approved housing bodies or local authorities, 
and measures to direct low cost finance for new build-to-rent accommodation; and

declines to give a Second Reading to the Bill.” —Barry Cowen, Niall Collins, Bobby Aylward,  
John Brassil, Declan Breathnach, James Browne, Mary Butler, Thomas Byrne, Jackie Cahill,  
Dara  Calleary,  Patrick  Casey,  Shane  Cassells,  Jack  Chambers,  Lisa  M.  Chambers,  John  
Curran, Timmy Dooley, Sean Fleming, Pat the Cope Gallagher, Seán Haughey, Billy Kelleher,  
John  Lahart,  James  Lawless,  Marc  MacSharry,  Micheál  Martin,  Charlie  McConalogue,  
Michael  McGrath,  John  McGuinness,  Aindrias  Moynihan,  Michael  Moynihan,  Eugene  
Murphy, Margaret Murphy O'Mahony, Darragh O'Brien, Jim O'Callaghan,  Éamon Ó Cuív,  
Willie  O'Dea,  Kevin  O'Keeffe,  Fiona O'Loughlin,  Frank  O'Rourke,  Anne  Rabbitte,  Eamon  
Scanlon, Brendan Smith, Niamh Smyth, Robert Troy.


