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2 p.m.

I dTOSACH GNÓ PHOIBLÍ
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

Fógraí Tairisceana : Notices of Motions

13a. An Bille um Cheartas Coiriúil (Ciontuithe Spíonta), 2012 [Seanad] — Tairiscint chun 
Treoir a Thabhairt don Choiste.

Criminal  Justice  (Spent  Convictions)  Bill  2012  [Seanad]  —  Motion  to  Instruct  the 
Committee.

“Go mbeidh sé, de bhun Bhuan-Ordú 131(2), 
ina threoir  don Choiste chun a bhféadfar an 
Bille  um  Cheartas  Coiriúil  (Ciontuithe 
Spíonta), 2012 a chur faoi athchúrsa maidir le 
leasuithe  áirithe,  go  bhfuil  cumhacht  aige 
foráil a dhéanamh sa Bhille:

That, pursuant to Standing Order 131(2), it be 
an instruction to the Committee to which the 
Spent  Convictions  Bill  2012  may  be 
recommitted  in  respect  of  certain 
amendments,  that  it  has  power  to  make 
provision in the Bill:

(a) i  ndáil  leis  an  Acht  um  an  mBiúró 
Náisiúnta  Grinnfhiosrúcháin  (Leanaí 
agus  Daoine  Soghonta),  2012  a  leasú 
chun  a  fhoráil  nach  ndéanfaidh  Biúró 
Grinnfhiosrúcháin an Gharda ciontuithe 
coiriúla áirithe a nochtadh; agus

(a) to  amend  the  National  Vetting  Bureau 
(Children  and  Vulnerable  Persons)  Act 
2012  to  provide  that  certain  criminal 
convictions will not be disclosed by the 
Garda Vetting Bureau; and

(b) i  ndáil  le  hAcht  an  Gharda  Síochána, 
2005  a  leasú  chun  foráil  a  dhéanamh 
lena  gcumasaítear  táillí  a  mhuirearú  i 
leith  earnálacha  áirithe 
grinnfhiosrúcháin;

(b) to amend the Garda Síochána Act 2005 
to  make  a  provision  enabling  the 
charging of fees for certain categories of 
vetting;

agus i ndáil le leasuithe iarmhartacha, lena n-
áirítear  tosach  feidhme  an  Bhille  agus  an 
teideal  fada a  leasú chun ábhar  an Bhille  a 
chur in iúl.

and for consequential amendments, including 
the  commencement  of  the  Bill  and 
amendment  of  the  long  title  to  reflect  the 
content of the Bill.”

—An tAire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.
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13b. An Bille um Cheartas Coiriúil (Ciontuithe Spíonta), 2012 [Seanad] — Rún Airgeadais.
Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012 [Seanad] — Financial Resolution.

“GO ndéanfar foráil san Acht lena dtabharfar 
éifeacht  don Rún seo chun Acht  an Gharda 
Síochána, 2005 (Uimhir 20 de 2005) a leasú 
ar  an  modh  agus  a  mhéid  a  shonrófar  san 
Acht  sin,  chun foráil  a  dhéanamh maidir  le 
cibé táillí a fhorordóidh an an tAire Dlí agus 
Cirt  agus  Comhionannais  faoi  Acht  an 
Gharda  Síochána,  2005  a  mhuirearú  i  leith 
seirbhísí grinnfhiosrúcháin.

THAT provision be made in the  Act  giving 
effect  to this Resolution for the amendment 
of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 (No. 20 of 
2005),  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent 
specified  in  that  Act,  to  provide  for  the 
charging of such fees for vetting services as 
may be prescribed by the Minister for Justice 
and Equality under  the  Garda Síochána Act 
2005.”

—An tAire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógraí i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint : Notice of amendments to Motion

215. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes that there are over 1,600 children and up to 780 families in emergency accommodation;

accepts  that  families  and  children  being  placed  in  hotel  rooms  rather  than  proper  
accommodation is totally unacceptable;

further accepts that due to lack of action the number of people on the social housing list has 
been allowed to rise to 130,000;

agrees that there is a national housing crisis;

notes that the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) have been given responsibility to 
build 20,000 houses on behalf of the State;

condemns the Government for only allocating 10 per cent of this stock for social housing as this 
falls way short of adequately dealing with the social housing crisis; and

calls on the Government to utilise the social dividend section of NAMA and to sign an order to 
direct them to provide 50 per cent of these 20,000 houses as social houses.” — Barry Cowen,  
Robert Troy, Bobby Aylward, John Browne, Dara Calleary, Niall Collins, Timmy Dooley, Seán  
Fleming,  Colm  Keaveney,  Billy  Kelleher,  Seamus  Kirk,  Michael  P.  Kitt,  Micheál  Martin,  
Michael  Moynihan,  Charlie  McConalogue,  Michael  McGrath,  John McGuinness,  Éamon Ó  
Cuív, Willie O'Dea, Seán Ó Fearghaíl, Brendan Smith.

Leasuithe:
Amendments:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes that:

— there are over 1,600 children and up to 780 families in emergency accommodation;

— placing families  and children in hotel  rooms rather  than proper  accommodation is  
totally unacceptable;

— the Government failure to build significant social housing has led to the number of  
people on the social housing list rising to 130,000;

— 95 per cent of Rent Supplement tenants cannot afford market rents which have risen 
every quarter that this Government have been in Office; and



— according to the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government  
only 28 council houses were built in the first nine months of 2015;

agrees that there is a national housing crisis;

notes that the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) have been given responsibility to 
build 20,000 houses on behalf of the State;

condemns the Government for:

— gutting Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 which allows developers to 
only provide 10 per cent  of  units  for  social  housing which includes  leasing as  an 
alternative;

— cutting funding for local authority housing construction to just €11.33 million by the 
third  quarter  of  2015,  representing  an  80  per  cent  cut  over  the  lifetime  of  the  
Government; and

— refusing to tackle unaffordable rents and only seeking to delay rent increases for an  
extra 12 months; and

calls on the Government to:

— utilise the social dividend section of NAMA and to sign an order to direct them to  
provide 50 per cent of these 20,000 houses as social houses;

— strengthen Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 to demand 20 per cent 
social and affordable housing from new developments and remove the opt out clause  
allowing developers to offer properties for lease;

— introduce rent controls tying rent rates to inflation and  empower local authorities in 
conjunction  with  the  Private  Residential  Tenancies  Board  (PRTB)  to  set  local 
standard rates;

— increase Rent Supplement rates; and

— increase funding to local authorities for the construction of real social housing.” — 
Dessie Ellis.

2. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“recognises the high priority which the Government has afforded to increasing housing supply,  
through its Construction 2020 Strategy and its Social Housing Strategy 2020;

acknowledges the demand for social  housing as demonstrated  by the approximately 90,000 
households on the social housing waiting list, at the last full and comprehensive assessment in  
2013;

welcomes the commitment to undertake a summary of social housing assessments on an annual 
basis from 2016 onwards,  to ensure  up-to-date and comprehensive data on housing need is 
available on an on-going basis;

recalls the vision outlined in the Social Housing Strategy 2020, that every household will have 
access  to  secure,  good  quality  housing  suited  to  their  needs  at  an  affordable  price  in  a  
sustainable community;

acknowledges  the  Government’s  on-going  commitment  to  deliver  on  that  vision  and  in 
particular welcomes the progress to date including, inter alia the:

— delivery  of  over  13,000  new  social  housing  units  in  the  first  year  of  the  Social  
Housing Strategy 2020, an increase of 86 per cent year-on-year;

— commitment of €2.9 billion in capital funding for the Social Housing Strategy out to 
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2021 under  the  Government’s  six  year  capital  investment  framework,  Building on 
Recovery:  Infrastructure  and  Capital  Investment  2016-2021,  with  an  associated 
delivery target of 17,000 units for 2016;

— approval to date of 200 projects that will deliver 5,350 new social housing units, to be  
constructed by local authorities and approved housing bodies, and delivered under the 
public-private partnership (PPP) programme;

— progress made in bringing local  authority dwellings back into productive use, with 
5,000 delivered over the two-year period 2014/2015, resulting in a marked fall in the 
number of vacant social houses;

— roll-out  of  the  Housing  Assistance  Payment  (HAP)  scheme  to  all  categories  of 
households in 18 local authority areas, with approximately 6,800 households having 
been supported by HAP since commencement of the scheme in September 2014; and

— introduction of enhanced powers for local authorities to counter anti-social behaviour 
in  their  estates  which  will  help  to  create  and  maintain  stronger,  sustainable 
communities;

acknowledges the other  measures  introduced in 2015,  that  complement  the  focused,  target-
driven approach of the Social Housing Strategy 2020, such as:

— the rental sector reforms introduced to give greater protection to tenants and landlords 
ensuring that, in 2016, most tenants will not see their rent increase;

— the amendments made to Part V of the Planning and Development Acts, under the 
Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015, which means the focus of Part V will be 
on the delivery of completed social housing units; and

— the  enactment  of  the  Planning  and  Development  (Amendment)  Act  2015,  which 
strengthens the status of aspects of planning guidelines issued to local authorities on 
planning  matters  to  ensure  their  consistent  application,  particularly  in  relation  to  
Apartment  Standard  Guidelines;  and  streamlines  the  process  for  the  making  of 
modifications to Strategic Development Zone planning schemes;

notes, with respect to the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA), that:

— the Government has enabled and facilitated NAMA in playing an important role in the 
delivery of housing supply generally and social housing in particular;

— this work has to be carried out in a manner consistent with the legislation governing 
the operation of NAMA;

— 2,000 houses and apartments have been delivered to local authorities and approved 
housing bodies for social housing use by end of December 2015;

— the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, the Housing 
Agency, local authorities and approved housing bodies continue to work closely with 
NAMA to ensure that its commitments on social housing are delivered;

— as indicated in Budget 2016, in line with its governing legislation, NAMA is aiming to 
fund the delivery of 20,000 residential units before the end of 2020, of which it is 
estimated that 90 per cent will be in the greater Dublin area and that about 75 per cent 
of the units will be houses, mainly starter houses; and

— NAMA will have to meet all of its statutory Part V obligations in accordance with the  
legislative provisions;

acknowledges that the solution to homelessness is multi-faceted, and in that context welcomes 
the whole-of-Government approach to dealing with the complexity of the situation, involving 
all key State agencies concerned, including the Departments of the Environment, Community 
and Local  Government;  Social  Protection;  Health;  Children  and Youth  Affairs;  the  Health 
Service Executive; Tusla (the Child and Family Agency);  the Irish Prison Service; and local  
authorities;



notes that a range of measures are being implemented by Government to address homelessness, 
including focusing on preventative approaches wherever possible and mobilising the necessary 
supports  to  mitigate  the  issues  associated  with  an  increasing  volume  of  homeless  families  
accommodated in inappropriate commercial hotel arrangements;

welcomes:

— the increase in funding for homeless services to €70 million, announced in Budget  
2016;

— with regard to the Homeless Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Pilot, the increase in 
flexibility in relation to rent limits from 20 per cent (above Rent Supplement levels) to 
50 per cent (above Rent Supplement levels) announced in Budget 2016, which will be 
of  significant  assistance  to  homeless  families  in  Dublin  moving out  of  emergency 
accommodation into longer term housing; and

— the initiative  to  utilise  rapid housing delivery as  a  way of  significantly improving 
emergency accommodation and decreasing the reliance on hotel accommodation, with 
500 new units to be delivered through this method in the Dublin region in 2016; and

further notes:

— the excellent work being done through the Department of Social Protection tenancy 
sustainment  initiatives,  with  approximately  4,500  tenancies  protected  under  these 
initiatives in 2015 and over 6,000 since their commencement in 2014; and

— the vital  role undertaken by non-governmental  organisations  (NGOs) working with 
homeless  persons  and  seeks  their  continued  engagement  with  Government 
Departments  and  agencies  in  addressing  the  challenges  involved.”  —  An  tAire  
Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil.

P.T.O.


