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I dTOSACH GNÓ PHOIBLÍ
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

Fógraí Tairisceana : Notices of Motions

a13.“Go gcuireann Dáil Éireann fáilte roimh 
fhoilsiú  na  Tuarascála  Eatramhaí  ó 
Choimisiún  Fennelly agus go dtugann sí  na 
tátail atá inti dá haire agus go ndéanann sí a 
muinín as an Taoiseach, an Ard-Aighne agus 
an Rialtas a athdhearbhú.

That  Dáil  Éireann welcomes the publication 
of  the  Interim  Report  of  the  Fennelly 
Commission  and  notes  its  conclusions  and 
reaffirms its confidence in the Taoiseach, in 
the  Attorney  General  and  in  the 
Government.”

—An Taoiseach, An Tánaiste agus Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí.

____________________________________________________________________________

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendment to Motion

208.“That Dáil Éireann:

notes:

— the sharp increase in the numbers on hospital waiting lists since the start of 2014;

— the abandonment of the eight month target for treatment on the adult-in-patient and 
day case waiting lists and the twelve month target for an appointment on the hospital  
out-patient waiting lists;

— that the new eighteen month targets have not been met; and

— that  the  most  recent  figures  indicate  a  further  deterioration  in  the  figures  and  
prolonged times patients are on trollies in emergency departments;

further notes:

— the continuing difficulties for patients and staff in hospital emergency departments;
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— that the April initiative by the Government has not yet been financed or in any way 
improved the situation;

— the increase in the number of patients waiting on trolleys during July and August 2015 
by comparison to the same months in 2014; and

— the difficulties in the emergency departments are exacerbating the delays in scheduled  
hospital treatments;

agrees that:

— overcrowding in hospital  wards  and delays  in  scheduled  treatments  pose a risk to 
patients;

— the most recent announcement of 300 extra beds is not sufficient to meet the demand 
of the service, in particular for the winter period;

— there is a need for more units to be reopened with an increase of frontline medical and  
nursing staff to meet demand; and

— health service funding is inadequate to meet the needs of the Irish public; and

calls on the Government to:

— increase further the number of beds and frontline staff so that the overcrowding can  
be eased;

— restore the National Treatment Purchase Fund to ensure that patients receive needed 
treatments in a timely manner; and

— fund the health services adequately and honestly so that the demands from the sickest 
in the country’s society are met in a safe manner.” — Billy Kelleher, Bobby Aylward,  
John  Browne,  Dara  Calleary,  Niall  Collins,  Barry  Cowen,  Timmy  Dooley,  Seán  
Fleming,  Colm Keaveney,  Seamus Kirk, Michael  P. Kitt,  Micheál  Martin, Michael  
Moynihan,  Charlie  McConalogue,  Michael  McGrath,  John McGuinness,  Éamon Ó  
Cuív, Willie O'Dea, Seán Ó Fearghaíl, Brendan Smith, Robert Troy.

Leasú:
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“acknowledges:

— that improving waiting times for scheduled and unscheduled care are key priorities for 
Government;

— the wide-ranging set of actions which are being put in place by the Health Service 
Executive  (HSE)  to  achieve  improvements  in  the  delivery  of  both  scheduled  and 
unscheduled care;

— the  difficulties  which  overcrowding  in  Emergency  Departments  (EDs)  cause  for 
patients, their families and the staff who are doing their utmost to provide safe, quality 
care in very challenging circumstances; and

— that  optimum  patient  care  and  patient  safety  at  all  times  remain  a  Government  
priority;

notes in particular that:

— the Minister for Health convened the ED Task Force last year and the publication, in 
April 2015 of the ED Task Force action plan, with a range of time defined actions to 
(i) optimise existing hospital and community capacity; (ii) develop internal capability 
and  process  improvement  and  (iii)  improve  leadership,  governance,  planning  and 
oversight;



— the significant progress made to date on the ED Task Force plan is as follows:

— delayed discharges are reducing steadily from 830 in December last year to 
586 on 15th September, and the average number of patients waiting greater  
than 9 hours on a trolley in August was 97, down from 173 in February;

— waiting  times  for  Nursing  Home  Support  Scheme  (NHSS)  funding  have 
reduced from 11 weeks at the beginning of the year to 4 weeks;

— transitional care funding has continued to support 1,903 approvals, which is 
significantly above the original target of 500;

— over 1,200 additional home care packages will  have been provided by the 
end of 2015;

— 149 additional public nursing home beds and 24 additional private-contracted 
beds are now open; and

— in addition, 65 short-stay beds have opened in Mount Carmel Community 
Hospital, which was officially opened in September;

— in June, the HSE reported a performance against the Minister’s 18 month maximum 
permissible waiting time of 99.6 per cent for inpatient and daycase treatment and 92  
per cent for Outpatients’ Department (OPD);

— in order to maintain progress and make further improvements to achieve a 15 month  
maximum  waiting  time  by  end  year,  the  HSE  has  directed  that  hospitals  which 
breached the 18 month maximum waiting time in August are to be fined. The fines  
will be calculated on the basis of the activity-based funding cost of each procedure  
and are being imposed from 1st September;

— the HSE has  provided  1,004,329 inpatient  and  day case  treatments  and 2,176,365 
outpatient  appointments  up  to  the  end of  August  this  year  - an  increase  of  3,461 
inpatient and daycase treatments and 39,879 outpatient appointments compared to the  
same period in 2014;

— the provision of additional funding in 2015 to relieve pressures on acute hospitals is 
as follows:

— €74 million in April 2015 which has supported significant progress to date  
on reducing delayed discharges and lowering the waiting time for Fair Deal  
funding, as well as providing additional transitional care beds and home care 
packages  to  provide  viable  supports  for  those  no  longer  needing  acute 
hospital care; and

— €69 million in July 2015 - €18 million to support the acute hospital system 
over  the  winter  period  by  providing  additional  bed  capacity  and  other  
initiatives to support access to care and €51 million to ensure achievement of  
the maximum permissible waiting times for scheduled care;

— this additional funding came on top of measures already taken in Budget 2015, when 
the Government provided €25 million to support services that provide alternatives to 
acute hospitals;

— all of the funding referred to above is additional to the welcome increase in the total 
financial resources made available to the HSE by the Government in 2015;

— a series of campaigns are ongoing to attract frontline staff in order to meet patient care  
requirements:

— since January this year,  around 500 more nurses are working in the health 
service;
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— since  September  2011,  almost  300  additional  consultants  have  been 
appointed to acute hospitals around the country, including 57 more this year;  
and

— the number of Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors (NCHDs) employed in the 
health service has increased by over 250 since last year;

— the  National  Treatment  Purchase  Fund  (NTPF)  as  it  operated  under  the  previous 
Government did not succeed in eliminating long waits;

— Fianna Fáil’s alternative budget last year provided only €300 million for health, which 
is much less than will be provided by the Government; and

supports the Minister for Health in his continued determination to bring about improvements in 
urgent and emergency care services and in hospital waiting lists.” — An tAire Sláinte.


