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GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh leasuithe ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendments to Motion

192. “That Dáil Éireann:

— condemns the choices made by the current Government and its predecessor to force 
lone parent households to disproportionately shoulder the burden of cuts in the wake 
of an economic crash that was not of their, or their children’s, making;

— recognises that the entirely foreseeable consequences of the series of social welfare 
cuts targeting lone parents has been a rise in the number of lone parents households  
experiencing enforced deprivation to its current staggering rate of 63 per cent;

— rejects the claims made by the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection, and others  
in Government, that the purpose of the latest impending cut to the One Parent Family 
Payment scheme is to encourage lone parents to take up work and noting that it is  
only those lone parents who are actually in work whose weekly income will suffer a  
significant hit from this Thursday, 2nd July when the cut off age is lowered to just  
seven years;

— recalls the Government’s committment not to proceed with the cut in the absence of  
adequate childcare provision; and

— calls  on  the  Government,  given  the  absence  of  such  childcare  provision,  not  to  
proceed with the lowering of the cut-off age to seven years and to instead raise it to  
twelve  years,  and  to  this  end  commits  to  sit  late  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the 
necessary emergency legislation.” —  Aengus Ó Snodaigh,  Gerry Adams, Jonathan  
O'Brien,  Caoimhghín  Ó  Caoláin,  Mary  Lou  McDonald,  Michael  Colreavy,  Seán  
Crowe, Pearse Doherty, Dessie Ellis, Martin Ferris, Pádraig Mac Lochlainn, Sandra  
McLellan, Brian Stanley, Peadar Tóibín.

Leasuithe: 
Amendments:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes that:

— from July 2015, lone parents with children aged seven and older will no longer be 
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entitled to the One Parent Family Payment; and

— the pledge of the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection in 2012 to only proceed  
with the measures to reduce the upper age limit to seven years in the event that she  
got  a  credible  and  bankable  commitment  on  the  delivery  of  a  system  of  safe, 
affordable  and accessible  childcare,  similar  to  what  is  found  in  the  Scandinavian 
countries, by the time of Budget 2013;

acknowledges that no credible and bankable commitment on the delivery of a system of safe,  
affordable and accessible childcare, similar to what is found in the Scandinavian countries was  
forthcoming in Budget 2013, Budget 2014 or Budget 2015;

recognises that:

— the  effects  of  the  changes  on  working  lone  parents  and  those  in  education  are 
devastating;

— a lone parent,  working 20 hours per week on minimum wage, with one child, will  
have lost a total of €108 per week when all the lone parent reforms introduced by the  
Government have been implemented;

— those lone parents who cannot obtain enough hours to qualify for family supports will 
be in an even worse situation;

— the cuts to the One Parent Family Payment will force low-income single parents to  
give up paid work and rely on welfare, as they will not be able to work and pay for  
childcare on low wages; and

— to force low-income lone parent  families to choose between poverty (by living on  
welfare alone) and in-work poverty, by doing low-wage part-time work, with minimal 
State support, is both anti-care and anti-family;

accepts that:

— the changes show scant regard for the recent research evidence that levels of poverty  
and deprivation in one parent  families in Ireland have risen significantly since the  
recession;

— the Survey of Income and Living Conditions data for 2013 shows that 23 per cent of 
one-parent families with dependent children live in consistent poverty, almost three  
times as many as in the general population;

— there was an increase of 32 per cent in the consistent poverty rate for such families 
from 2012 to 2013;

— as  almost  two-thirds  of  the  poorest  children  in  Ireland already live  in  one  parent  
families,  cuts to the One Parent  Family Payment  will  further  impoverish the most  
vulnerable children in the State;

— the changes are a direct attack on poorer mothers and on the welfare of children, as 98  
per cent of those on the One Parent Family Payment are women; and

— the changes are being introduced without any assessment of their social impact; and

calls for the Government:

— not to proceed with the planned cuts to the One Parent Family Payment; and

— to heed the advice of the all-party Oireachtas Committee on Jobs, Social Protection 
and Education in relation to a Single Working Age Payment,  which recommended 
that no reform of social welfare policy should take place until  childcare and other  
family supports are fully in place.” — Willie O'Dea, Bobby Aylward, John Browne,  
Dara  Calleary,  Niall  Collins,  Barry  Cowen,  Timmy  Dooley,  Seán  Fleming,  Colm  
Keaveney,  Billy Kelleher,  Seamus Kirk,  Michael  P. Kitt,  Micheál  Martin,  Michael  
Moynihan,  Charlie  McConalogue,  Michael  McGrath,  John McGuinness,  Éamon Ó  



Cuív, Seán Ó Fearghaíl, Brendan Smith, Robert Troy.

2. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“acknowledges  that  despite  significant  levels  of  investment,  including  an  estimated  €607 
million in 2015, the One Parent Family Payment scheme has not been successful in preventing 
lone parents from being significantly more at risk of consistent poverty than the population as a  
whole;

recognises that:

— in 2004, during the height of the economic boom lone parents were more than four-
and-a-half times more at risk of consistent  poverty than the population as a whole 
(Survey on Income and Living Conditions (SILC) data);

— during the economic boom Ireland’s rate of lone parent employment was substantially 
below  the  Organisation  for  Economic  Co-operation  and  Development  (OECD) 
average of over 70 per cent; and

— Ireland’s supports for lone parents need to be updated in order to provide for greater 
levels of opportunity for lone parents and for their children;

acknowledges that  the  very long duration,  potentially 18-22 years,  can engender  long term 
social welfare dependency and associated poverty and social exclusion amongst lone parents  
and their families;

welcomes the Government’s decision to retain the One Parent Family Payment income at €90 
per week;

recognises  the  difficulties  experienced  by persons  renting or  seeking to  rent  in  the  current  
market  fundamentally  due  to  the  reduced  availability  of  affordable  private  rented 
accommodation;

recognises the Government’s commitment to:

— maintain core social welfare weekly rates of payment;

— tackle  long  term  social  welfare  dependency  by  ending  the  expectation  that  lone 
parents will remain outside of the labour force indefinitely;

— enhance  lone  parents’  access  to  the  range  of  education,  training  and  employment 
supports  and services  in order to develop their  skills  set  with the aim of securing 
employment and financial independence;

— support lone parents to make the transition from the One Parent Family Payment onto 
another social welfare payment; and

— deliver significantly increased supply of social  and affordable housing through the  
Construction 2020 Strategy and the Social Housing Strategy;

recognises that the Department of Social Protection has implemented preventative measures to 
provide  for  flexibility  in  assessing  customers’  accommodation  needs  under  the  Rent 
Supplement  scheme  through  the  National  Tenancy  Sustainment  Framework.  Under  this 
approach, the circumstances of tenants are considered on a case-by-case basis and rents are 
being increased  above  prescribed  limits.  The  Department  works with  Threshold’s  Tenancy 
Sustainment service in Dublin and Cork city. This flexible approach has already assisted over 
2,100 Rent Supplement households nationwide through increased rent payments;

welcomes the steps the Government has taken to ease the transition of affected lone parents  
from the One Parent Family Payment, including;

— the introduction of the Jobseeker’s Transitional payment which allows lone parents  
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whose  youngest  child  is  aged  seven  to  thirteen  years  to  balance  their  caring  
responsibilities  by exempting them from having to  be available  for  and genuinely 
seeking full time employment;

— creating for the first time the opportunity for lone parents to have access to a Case  
Officer on a one to one basis in order to agree their own personal development plan;

— the extension to the Jobseeker’s Transitional payment, to now allow all lone parents,  
who have a child aged seven to thirteen years, to access the special arrangements of 
the transitional arrangement and not just former recipients of the One Parent Family 
Payment;

— the  automatic  reviews  and  increases  of  the  Family  Income  Supplement  (FIS)  for 
affected lone parents, following their transition from the One Parent Family Payment;

— the  introduction  of  the  Back  to  Work  Family  Dividend  for  all  lone  parents  who 
transition off the One Parent Family Payment into employment, which allows them to 
retain their child proportion of their social welfare payment;

— the Government’s annual investment of €260 million in high quality, accessible and 
affordable childcare for parents, benefiting over 100,000 children. This is delivered 
through a range of childcare programmes for children, including the free pre-school  
year  provided  under  the  Early  Childhood  Care  and  Education  Scheme  (ECCE) 
programme  and  as  a  range  of  supports  provided  to  low  income  parents  (i.e.  
Community  Childcare  Subvention  Programme,  Childcare  Education  and  Training 
Support  Programme,  After-School  Childcare  Programme  and  Community 
Employment Childcare (CEC) Programme);

— the establishment of an interdepartmental  group to carry out an economic and cost  
benefit analysis of policies and future options for increasing the supply, accessibility 
and affordability of quality child care;

— the decision to allow lone parents in receipt of half rate Carer’s Allowance to retain  
their One Parent Family Payment until their youngest child is 16 years of age;

— allowing lone parents who are currently undertaking an education course and are in 
receipt of a Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) maintenance grant to maintain 
both their  One Parent  Family Payment  and the SUSI maintenance grant  until  they 
have completed their course of study; and

— the research the Department of Social Protection is sponsoring into an active inclusion 
approach to lone parents, which is examining best practice and innovative approaches 
to assisting lone parents improve their well-being; and

recognises that after the reform lone parents with children who are aged seven years or older  
and in employment will continue to receive substantial support from the Department of Social 
Protection, such as:

— a lone parent with one child who has no work will receive on a jobseeker’s payment  
almost €218 per week;

— if they work 19 hours at the National Minimum Wage they will receive on top of their  
wages €235 per week between FIS and the Back to Work Family Dividend – a total 
family income of €400 per week;

— a lone parent  with  two children  on a  jobseeker’s  payment  with  no  work receives 
almost €248 per week from the Department of Social Protection;

— if they work 19 hours at the National Minimum Wage they will receive on top of their  
wages €323 per week between FIS and the Back to Work Family Dividend – a total 
family income of €488 per week;

— a lone parent with three children and no work on a jobseeker’s payment will receive 
almost €278 per week from the Department of Social Protection; and



— if they work 19 hours at the National Minimum Wage they will receive on top of their  
wages €413 per week between FIS and the Back to Work Family Dividend – a total 
family income of €578 per week.” — An Tánaiste agus Aire Coimirce Sóisialaí.

3. To delete the last paragraph and substitute the following:

“calls on the Government to provide affordable and well-funded public childcare provision for  
all and not to proceed with the lowering of the cut-off age to seven years and to instead raise it  
to eighteen years or at the completion of full-time education, and to this end commits to sit late 
to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  necessary  emergency legislation.”  —  Ruth  Coppinger,  Joe  
Higgins, Paul Murphy.
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