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I dTOSACH GNÓ PHOIBLÍ 
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

Fógraí Tairisceanna : Notices of Motions

12. “Go ndéanfar an togra go gceadaíonn Dáil 
Éireann  na  hOrduithe  seo  a  leanas  ina 
ndréacht:

That the proposal that Dáil Éireann approves 
the following Orders in draft:

(i) An  tOrdú  fán  Acht  um  Shaoráil 
Faisnéise,  2014  (Dáta  Éifeachtach  do 
Chomhlachtaí Áirithe), 2015, agus

(i) Freedom  of  Information  Act  2014 
(Effective  Date  for  Certain  Bodies) 
Order 2015, and

(ii) An  tOrdú  fán  Acht  um  Shaoráil 
Faisnéise,  2014  (Comhlachtaí  Poiblí 
Díolmhaithe), 2015,

(ii) Freedom  of  Information  Act  2014 
(Exempted Public Bodies) Order 2015,

Orduithe  ar  leagadh  cóipeanna  díobh  ina 
ndréacht  faoi  bhráid  Dháil  Éireann  an  10 
Márta, 2015 agus 12 Márta, 2015, faoi seach, 
a  tharchur  chuig  an  gComhchoiste  um 
Airgeadas,  Caiteachas  Poiblí  agus 
Athchóiriú,  de  réir  Bhuan-Ordú  82A(4)(j), 
agus go ndéanfaidh an Coiste sin, tráth nach 
déanaí ná an 2 Aibreán, 2015, teachtaireacht 
a  chur  chuig  an  Dáil  ar  an  modh  a 
fhorordaítear  i  mBuan-Ordú  87,  agus  go 
mbeidh  feidhm  dá  réir  sin  ag  Buan-Ordú 
86(2).

copies  of  which  Orders  in  draft  were  laid 
before Dáil Éireann on 10th March, 2015 and 
12th March, 2015, respectively, be referred to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Finance,  Public 
Expenditure and Reform, in accordance with 
Standing  Order  82A(4)(j),  which,  not  later 
than 2nd April, 2015, shall send a message to 
the Dáil in the manner prescribed in Standing 
Order  87,  and  Standing  Order  86(2)  shall 
accordingly apply.”

—Pól Mac Eochaidh, Aire Stáit ag Roinn an Taoisigh.

This motion is in substitution for Item No. 12 on today's Order Paper.
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Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendment to Motion
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189. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes:

— that from 1st April, one week from now, the first bills for water charges will start to 
be sent out to householders around the country;

— that water charges are another austerity tax arising from the bail out of major banks, 
bondholders,  developers  and  the  European  financial  markets  system  from  their 
disastrous gambling in the property bubble in pursuit of super profits;

— that  the  imposition  of  water  charges  is  the  beginning  of  a  process  of  the  market  
commodification of water that would, if accepted, lead to the privatisation of water 
distribution and supply;

— that the Labour Party was elected on a platform of opposing the imposition of water  
charges;

— the massive opposition to the imposition of the water charges and to any steps toward 
privatisation of water supply;

— that  opposition  to  the  water  charges  has  been  graphically  manifested  since  11th 
October  last  year  in the massive national  and local  demonstrations  calling for the  
abolition of the charges and of Irish Water/Uisce Éireann;

— that this opposition was forcefully manifested in the result of the Dublin South-West  
bye-election when candidates opposed to the water charges won 60 per cent of the 
vote and the candidate advocating a mass boycott of the charges was elected to Dáil 
Éireann;

— that widespread protests are ongoing against the installation of unwanted water meters 
around the country; and

— that  hundreds  of  local  campaigns against  water  charges  have been established  the 
length and breadth of the country;

strongly condemns:

— the arrests following an anti-water charges protest in Tallaght in November 2014; and 
notes the jailing of four anti-water charges activists for peaceful protests against the  
installation of water meters and the widespread use of the Garda Síochána against  
residents opposed to water meters in their communities; and

— any move by the Government to make private landlords, local authorities or voluntary 
housing associations into collectors of water charges for Irish Water by obliging them 
to deduct the charges from tenants’ deposits or increase rents in cases where tenants  
are boycotting the charges;

demands:

— the immediate abolition of water charges;

— progressive taxation,  including on wealth,  corporate  profits  and  financial  markets’ 
transactions, to fund the upgrading of the water supply services including remediation 
of the leaking national infrastructure (for example, based on an effective corporation 
tax rate of 11 per cent in 2013, every 1 per cent increase would yield €388 million 
while the EU Commission estimates a financial transaction tax would yield in Ireland 
between €490 million and €730 million per year);

— the abolition of Irish Water/Uisce Éireann, with responsibility for water services to be  
vested in democratic local authority structures involving national coordination, and 
unlike  previously,  adequate  investment  in  water  infrastructure  to  meet  society’s  
needs; and

— a major grants scheme to retrofit homes with water saving devices and technology that 



would save billions  of litres of quality drinking water being discharged needlessly 
into the wastewater systems each year; and

calls for:

— mass non-payment by householders of the water charges bills when they are delivered 
in April and May since the Government will have proved it is not prepared to abide by 
the clear wish of a majority to abolish the charges;

— water charges, and the demand for water to be in public ownership, to be made central  
issues in the forthcoming General Election if not resolved pre-election; and

— local  anti-water  charges  campaigns  to  discuss  standing  candidates  in  the  General  
Election opposing the charges and austerity and based on an advocacy of mass non-
payment,  of  actively  mobilising  the  opposition  to  these  charges  and  for  a  real  
alternative to the parties of austerity.” — Joe Higgins, Ruth Coppinger, Paul Murphy,  
Clare  Daly,  Richard  Boyd Barrett,  Finian  McGrath,  Joan Collins,  Mick  Wallace,  
Tom Fleming.

Leasú: 
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“supports:

— the establishment of Irish Water as a long-term strategic investment project to deliver  
the necessary water services infrastructure and quality of services required to meet  
statutory compliance and demographic needs;

— the management of our water resources effectively to ensure Ireland can continue to  
attract major overseas investment and employment; and

— the view that metered charging is the fairest form of water charging with benefits in  
proper management of this vital resource;

notes:

— that the Programme for Government provides for the introduction of a fair funding 
model to deliver a clean and reliable water supply which will involve the installation 
of water meters in all households;

— the introduction of water meters for households promotes the sustainable use of water  
and has been recognised by the OECD as the fairest way to charge for water services;

— the new funding model based on domestic tariffs and metered usage will allow for 
expanded investment and is aligned with the requirements of the Water Framework 
Directive;

— that the Government has introduced measures, which include the capping of annual 
charges at a maximum of €160 for single adult  households and €260 for all  other 
households until the end of 2018, that will provide clarity and certainty and ensure  
that water charges are affordable for customers;

— the announcement  of the water conservation grant  as a means of addressing water 
issues for all households on equal terms and which will reduce households’ outlay on 
water services;

— the prioritisation by Irish Water of the elimination of boil water notices and the fact  
that by April of this year over 17,000 people will no longer be subject to boil water  
notices;
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— the Government’s intention to bring forward further legislative proposals to underpin  
the collection of charges; and

— that  well  over  200,000 jobs  in  Ireland are dependent  on water-intensive processes 
including the agri-food, pharma-chem, ICT and tourism sectors, and therefore need a  
secure water supply; and

welcomes:

— the fact that the number of customers that registered with Irish Water is 990,000 out 
of a total of 1.237 million households that have responded;

— the progress with the roll-out of the domestic metering programme being delivered by 
Irish Water, with over 625,000 meters installed to date;

— the  achievement  of  greater  economies  of  scale  in  running  water  services  by Irish  
Water, with €12 million in procurement savings alone achieved in the company’s first 
year of operations, in the context of an annual operating costs efficiency target of 7 
per cent per annum set by the Commission for Energy Regulation;

— the increased capital  investment in water and waste water services by Irish Water,  
with investment in the period 2014-2016 to amount to almost €1.4 billion, excluding 
metering and establishment costs; and

— the clear commitment given by the Government that Irish Water will remain in public 
ownership and the provision in the Water  Services Act  2014 that  will  require any 
future proposal to change public ownership of Irish Water to be put to the people via a 
plebiscite.” — An tAire Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil.


