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Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendment to Motion

180. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— childcare provision in Ireland encompasses a mixed model of provision with services 
delivered through the community,  private  and public  sector;  there  are  approximately 
4,300 childcare centres in Ireland and approximately 23,000 staff work in the area;

— quality  early  childhood  care  and  education  is  paramount  for  positive  development 
outcomes for children;

— early childhood professionals play a vital role in supporting children and families at this 
foundation stage; and

— underinvestment  in  the  early  childhood  sector  is  leading  to  lack  of  long  term 
sustainability,  varying  levels  of  quality  provision,  a  high  cost  to  parents  and  poor 
working conditions for the early childhood workforce;

further notes that:

— there is no childcare cost support/tax relief for working parents;

— the cost of childcare to parents is high with the annual cost of fulltime childcare for two  
children being €16,500 per year;

— support  for  children  with  disabilities/special  educational  needs  is  limited  and 
inconsistent across the country;

— subsidised childcare places are not equally accessible in all areas of the country;

— capitation rates for delivering the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Scheme 
are insufficient for the majority of childcare providers;

— the  early  childhood  workforce  cannot  access  the  Learner  Fund  for  higher  level 
qualification;

— early  childhood  professionals  are  undervalued  and  under-resourced  and  have  high 
employment insecurity; and

— current childcare funding policy is absent of any supports for working families who do 



not avail of the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) Programme;

acknowledges that:

— children with special educational needs face too many challenges to avail of a pre-school 
education which is tailored to suit their individual needs;

— mainstream early childhood services  do not  have appropriate  funding or  supports  to 
provide equality of opportunity for children with special needs;

— there is a lack of a nationally agreed pay scale and low levels of remuneration for the 
early childhood workforce; and

— paid  professional  development  opportunities  are  absent  and  the  early  childhood 
workforce is generally not paid for all of the work undertaken; and

calls on the Government to:

— introduce a childcare tax break for working families;

— provide a second full free pre-school year for all children, particularly those with special  
needs;

— reinstate  2011 levels of  capitation with regard to the ECCE Scheme with immediate 
effect as an interim measure;

— increase investment from the current 0.4 percent to 0.7 percent on an incremental basis  
within the lifetime of the next Programme for Government;

— extend  the  CCS Programme  to  enable  children  to  access  the  Programme  in  private 
childcare services;

— publish and resource the Early Years Strategy so that there is a blueprint for investment 
and policy development;

— extend eligibility for the existing Learner Fund to include all staff to access higher level 
qualifications to support on building on the current graduate level workforce;

— introduce an agreed national pay scale for childcare workers; and

— extend the ECCE capitation rate to cover statutory holiday pay, continuous professional  
development  and introduce  an  agreed  national  pay scale  for  childcare  workers.”  — 
Robert Troy, John Browne, Dara Calleary, Niall Collins, Barry Cowen, Timmy Dooley,  
Seán Fleming, Colm Keaveney, Billy Kelleher, Seamus Kirk, Michael P. Kitt, Micheál  
Martin,  Michael  Moynihan,  Charlie  McConalogue,  Michael  McGrath,  John  
McGuinness, Éamon Ó Cuív, Willie O'Dea, Seán Ó Fearghaíl, Brendan Smith.

Leasú: 
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“acknowledges the importance of:

— early childhood care and education as a vital element of promoting positive outcomes  
for children; and

— affordable, accessible and high quality childcare for parents of school-age children in 
enabling them to participate in training, education and paid employment;

acknowledges and supports the valuable role played by early childhood professionals;

welcomes:

— the  support  given  through  the  Learner  Fund  to  staff  who  need  to  upskill  to  new 
qualification levels and the payment of a higher capitation grant on the Early Childhood 



Care and Education (ECCE) Scheme for higher qualified staff; and 

— the introduction of the Better Start National Early Years Quality Support Service – a  
national co-ordinated approach to supporting quality in childcare services;

acknowledges the importance of continuing cooperation between the Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs and the Minister for Education and Skills in this key area and welcomes the steps 
taken by the Department of Education and Skills in developing the Siolta and Aistear quality 
and  curriculum  frameworks  for  children  aged  under  six  years,  and  more  recently  the  
announcement by the Minister for Education and Skills of a review of all levels of education  
and training in the sector which will support quality improvement;

further welcomes:

— the  Government’s  commitment  to  supporting  high  quality,  accessible  and affordable 
childcare for parents,  represented by a total annual  investment in the region of €260 
million,  benefiting  over  100,000  children,  in  a  range  of  childcare  programmes  for 
children, including the pre-school ECCE Scheme as well as a range of supports for low 
income parents;

— the  Government's  continuing  commitment  to  early childhood  care  and  education,  as  
demonstrated by protecting, in Budget 2015, its annual investment of some €175 million 
in funding for the ECCE Scheme, which benefits 68,000 children annually, and which is  
equivalent to an average annual benefit to parents in the region of €2,500; and

— the Government’s commitment to maximising the returns that can accrue from investing 
in childcare by supporting children’s cognitive, social and emotional development, and 
generating long-term returns to children, families and society more broadly;

supports the Government’s policy of seeking accessible, affordable, high quality childcare as a  
vital means of achieving a number of key priorities including improving educational outcomes  
for children, reducing poverty and increasing parents’ participation in the labour market and 
welcomes the support of the Minister for Social Protection in providing funding for the initial  
phase of the After-School Childcare Scheme in 2013; 

notes that the forthcoming Early Years Strategy will set out policies and priorities across a wide  
range of areas for children under the age of six, including, but not limited to, early childhood  
care and education;

acknowledges that parents need access to affordable, high quality childcare both at pre-school  
level and for children during their school years, and welcomes the Government's decision to  
establish a high level Inter-Departmental Group, which will report to the Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs by the summer,  and which will  set out  a coherent  whole-of-Government  
approach to future investment in childcare by:

— clarifying the policy objectives to guide future investment;

— reviewing current provision in light of those objectives;

— analysing evidence and best practice in relation to how best to achieve those objectives;

— identifying  and  assessing  options  for  future  investment,  conducting  a  cost  benefit  
analysis on each option; and

— making recommendations for future investment; and

supports  the  implementation  of  Better  Outcomes,  Brighter  Futures  –  the  National  Policy 
Framework for Children and Young People 2014-2020, as a key means of making Ireland one 
of the best small countries in the world in which to grow up and to raise a family.” — An tAire  
Leanaí agus Gnóthaí Óige.


