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Fógra i dtaobh leasuithe ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendments to Motion

189. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes:

— the significant fall in home ownership rates in Ireland;

— the legitimate aspiration of families to own their own home;

— that the lack of housing supply is causing distortions in the property market;

— that the dramatic increase in rents and the failure to increase rent supplement supports  
have put many individuals and families at serious risk of homelessness; and

— that  90,000  persons  are  currently  on  the  social  housing  waiting  lists  around  the  
country; and

agrees that:

— action is required to improve housing affordability, particularly in respect of mortgage 
interest rates;

— the level of savings required should not be prohibitive thereby preventing people from 
buying their first properties or progressing to a second home;

— a coordinated initiative by Government and local authorities is needed to improve the  
supply of new housing; and

— the rent supplement scheme be urgently reviewed to take account of current rents in 
the market place.” — Michael McGrath, John Browne, Dara Calleary, Niall Collins,  
Barry Cowen, Timmy Dooley, Seán Fleming, Colm Keaveney, Billy Kelleher, Seamus  
Kirk,  Michael  P.  Kitt,  Micheál  Martin,  Charlie  McConalogue,  John McGuinness,  
Michael Moynihan, Éamon Ó Cuív, Willie O'Dea, Seán Ó Fearghaíl, Brendan Smith,  
Robert Troy. 

Leasuithe:  
Amendments:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:



“acknowledges that:

— the construction  sector  and the  housing market  were  very heavily affected  by the  
economic downturn and the bursting of the property bubble; and

— a  poorly  regulated  banking  sector,  with  lax  lending  standards  combined  with 
pro-cyclical  and inappropriate fiscal policies adopted by the previous Government,  
led to a property bubble, the consequences of which are still evident throughout the 
country;

recognises the importance of ensuring a strong and sustainable construction sector and housing 
market that meets the needs of the economy and society;

notes that:

— in  2014  a  total  of  11,016  homes  were  completed  in  comparison  to  93,019  units  
completed at the peak of the housing bubble; and

— at  the  peak  of  the  housing  bubble  in  2007  over  270,000  persons  were  directly 
employed in the sector and that by 2012 this figure was below 100,000;

further acknowledges that new housing supply - both social and private housing - is a key issue  
that needs to be, and is being, addressed;

notes:

— in this  context,  that  the  Government’s  Construction  2020 Strategy for  a  Renewed 
Construction  Sector  is  focused  on  addressing  constraints  that  are  inhibiting  new 
housing supply,  including as regards planning, mortgage and development finance, 
infrastructure  and  public  investment,  standards  and  regulation  and  education  and 
skills;

— in addition, the recent announcement of the Government’s Social Housing Strategy 
2020 and the Government’s commitment therein to deliver 35,000 new social housing 
units over the period to 2020;

— the additional €2.2 billion in funding announced for social housing in Budget 2015 
and the publication of the Social Housing Strategy 2020 in November 2014, which 
builds on the provisions contained in Budget 2015 and sets out clear,  measureable 
actions  and  targets  to  increase  the  supply  of  social  housing,  reform  delivery 
arrangements and meet the housing needs of all households on the housing list;

— that the Central Bank has recently issued macro-prudential proposals in relation to  
residential mortgage lending and will shortly make decisions in relation to these in  
accordance with its independent mandate in such matters; and

— the encouraging signs of a recovery in the construction sector and the housing market;  
and

agrees that a whole of Government approach to the implementation of Construction 2020 and 
the Social Housing Strategy 2020 will deliver a sustainable housing market that meets the needs 
of our society.” — An tAire Airgeadais.

2. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes:

— the increasing numbers of people in rented accommodation in Ireland;

— that  the  lack  of  housing  supply  is  causing  distortions  in  the  property  and  rental  
market;

— that the dramatic increase in rents and the failure to introduce rent controls have put  
many individuals and families into homelessness or at serious risk of homelessness;



— that  90,000 households,  amounting  to  about  200,000 people,  are  currently on  the 
social housing waiting lists around the country;

— the  Government’s  plans  for  housing  relies  on  the  private  market  providing  the 
majority of new homes needed for those on waiting lists; and

— that private housing, either to rent or to buy, is currently not affordable or good value  
for ordinary working people;

agrees that:

— State owned banks must pass on the European Central Bank’s interest rate cuts to the  
mortgage holder;

— the Affordable Housing Scheme should be reintroduced;

— a coordinated initiative by Government and local authorities is needed to build and 
refurbish thousands  of houses  every year  for  use  by the local  authority for  social  
housing;

— the private market is unable or unwilling to provide affordable housing for a large  
section of society who must be facilitated by the State through local authorities; and

— subsidising the private market  further  will  not  result  in the provision of sufficient 
housing to meet the needs of the State; and

resolves to:

— invest €1 billion from the Strategic Investment Fund for Ireland to deliver off books 
housing  though local  authority-run  housing  trusts  and  existing  Approved Housing 
Bodies;

— recommit  new  funds  earmarked  for  subsidising  private  housing  to  the  building,  
refurbishing or acquisition of social housing by local authorities; and

— introduce  a  system of  rent  control  to  stabilise  rents  and  stop  the  flow of  private 
residential tenants into emergency accommodation.” — Dessie Ellis.


