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GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh leasuithe ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendments to Motion

187. “That Dáil Éireann:

— notes that the previous Government examined axing the Junior Cert exam structures 
as a cost-saving initiative and that such axing of the Junior Cert exam structures was 
the starting point of the current Government until teacher unions began a campaign of 
opposition;

— is  concerned  that  the  Minister  for  Education  and  Skills  is  refusing  to  listen  to 
legitimate concerns of teachers who are expected to deliver reforms which has created  
the impasse in the negotiations;

— notes  industrial  strike  action  by  teachers  due  to  take  place  on  22nd  January  and 
further notes this action is not being undertaken lightly;

— notes  that  teachers  have  engaged  previously  in  strike  action  and  other  forms  of  
industrial action on an ongoing basis which undermines the delivery of the proposed 
changes including not attending the CPD training organised in connection with the  
Junior Cycle Framework Proposals; not attending planning meetings associated with 
the JCFP; not engaging in any aspect of school based assessment for the purposes of 
the Junior Cycle Student Award; not engaging in any development or delivery of the 
new Junior Cycle Framework Short Courses;

— acknowledges that the Minister for Education and Skills has moved previously on the 
issue of Junior Cycle reform;

— recognises that reform and modernisation of the Junior Cycle is needed so that our  
education system is fit for students today;

— notes  that  schools  and  teachers  are  stretched  beyond  capacity  within  the  current  
educational  framework  which  has  suffered  enormous  cuts  to  resources  under  this 
Government’s austerity budgets, including a further 1% cut in capitation grants this 
year;

— commends  teachers  for  continuing  to  work  for  their  students  under  difficult 
circumstances;



— further acknowledges that students’ education may suffer if teachers are expected to 
deliver  reforms they are  not  adequately resourced  to  deliver  and in  circumstances 
where in the absence of agreement there is ongoing industrial action; and

— calls on the Minister for Education and Skills to postpone further implementation of  
Junior Cycle reform until all outstanding matters are resolved with the teachers.” — 
Gerry  Adams,  Jonathan  O'Brien,  Caoimhghín  Ó  Caoláin,  Mary  Lou  McDonald,  
Michael Colreavy, Seán Crowe, Pearse Doherty, Dessie Ellis, Martin Ferris, Pádraig  
Mac  Lochlainn,  Sandra  McLellan,  Aengus  Ó  Snodaigh,  Brian  Stanley,  Peadar  
Tóibín.

Leasuithe: 
Amendments:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“acknowledges  that  the  current  Government’s  only  motivation  in  proposing  Junior  Cycle  
reform has been improving outcomes for students;

recognises that the Junior Cycle reforms are based on longitudinal research carried out by  the  
Educational and Social Research Institute and the advice of the statutory body charged with 
providing advice on curriculum matters to the Minister for Education and Skills: the National  
Council for Curriculum and Assessment;

accepts that unless there is an element of school-based assessment at Junior Cycle, classroom 
practice  will  remain  unchanged and real  reform of  the  Junior  Cycle  and improvements  for  
students will not be achieved;

notes that the Minister for Education and Skills has listened to the concerns of all stakeholders,  
including  teachers,  on  this  issue  and  has  met  teacher  union  representatives  on  several 
occasions;

further  acknowledges that,  on the  basis  of  the  concerns  expressed  to  her,  the  Minister  for  
Education and Skills has significantly amended the reform proposals to meet the concerns of  
teacher unions;

further notes that compromise suggested by the Minister for Education and Skills  proposes  
60%  external  assessment  by  the  State  Examinations  Commission  for  all  subjects  and 
moderation by the State Examinations Commission in respect of school based assessment;

regrets that:

— notwithstanding the significant movement by the Minister for Education and Skills,  
teacher unions have not seen fit to make any changes whatsoever in their position;

— industrial action by teachers is due to take place on 22nd January when the Minister 
for  Education  and Skills  has  made  every effort  to  progress  discussions  and made 
significant concessions to meet teacher concerns; and

— the industrial action of teachers encompasses measures which impact negatively on  
students,  their  parents  and teachers  themselves  who are  missing an opportunity to 
engage in professional development;

recognises that reform and modernisation of the Junior Cycle is needed so that our education  
system meets the needs of today’s students;

notes that investment ringfenced for Junior Cycle development in budget 2015 is €9.3 million  
and  that  the  Government  is  committed  to  this  essential  investment  for  the  roll  out  of  an  
education for students which is fit for purpose; and

calls  on  the  Minister  for  Education  and Skills  to  continue  implementation  of  Junior  Cycle 
reform which  has  been  welcomed  by education  stakeholders  including  parent  and  student  
representatives and school management bodies.”—An tAire Oideachais agus Scileanna.



2. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“recognising that:

— there is a strong need for reform of junior cycle in our post-primary schools; and

— there should be a reduced focus on terminal examinations;

believing:

— that  such  a  substantial  reform  of  our  education  system  needs  a  detailed 
implementation plan;

— that  it  is  essential  to  involve  all  stakeholders  in  a  process  of  consultation  on 
implementation;

— that  any reform of the system should not diminish the integrity and transparency of  
the current junior cycle; and

— that teachers in our post-primary schools must have confidence in the reforms;

accepting: 

— that  teachers  have  expressed  concern  about  the  impact  that  ‘assessing’  their  own 
students’  work  for  a  national  qualification  might  have  on  the  teacher-student  
relationship; 

that in countries such as Australia, Canada and Scotland, assessment for qualification 
includes an externally moderated school-based element; 

— that such moderation provides assurance to all that where school-based assessment is  
used, there is consistency of standard across schools; and

— that  the proposals put forward by the Minister for Education and Skills represent a 
return to the initial proposals of the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment  
Working Group and a change from the approach taken by her predecessor;

calls on the Government to:

— engage with post-primary teachers in a meaningful way; and

— ensure that there is an assessment process that will ensure consistency and fairness  
across all schools and confidence by all in the junior cycle as a meaningful benchmark 
of a students progress; and

calls on post-primary teachers to: 

— suspend industrial action announced for this week pending further discussions with  
the  Department  of  Education  and Skills.”—  Charlie  McConalogue,  John Browne,  
Dara Calleary,  Niall  Collins,  Barry  Cowen,  Timmy Dooley,  Sean Fleming,  Colm  
Keaveney,  Billy  Kelleher,  Seamus  Kirk,  Michael  Kitt,  Micheál  Martin,  Michael  
Moynihan, Michael McGrath, John McGuinness, Éamon Ó Cuív, Willie O’Dea, Seán  
Ó Fearghaíl, Brendan Smith, Robert Troy.


