
(Supplementary Order Paper)

104 DÁIL ÉIREANN

Dé Máirt, 11 Samhain, 2014
Tuesday, 11th November, 2014

2 p.m.

I dTOSACH GNÓ PHOIBLÍ 
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

Fógraí Tairisceanna : Notices of Motions

a14.  “Go  ndéanfar  Ordú  an  8  Deireadh 
Fómhair 2014, ón Dáil, lena dtarchuirtear an 
Bille  um Chosaint  Sláinte  Leanaí  (Deatach 
Tobac  i  bhFeithiclí  Inneallghluaiste),  2012 
[Seanad] chuig an Roghfhochoiste um Leanaí 
agus  Gnóthaí  Óige,  a  urscaoileadh  agus  go 
dtarchuirfear  an  Bille  chuig  an 
Roghfhochoiste um Shláinte de bhun Bhuan-
Orduithe 82A(3)(a) agus (6)(a) agus 126 de 
na Buan-Orduithe i dtaobh Gnó Phoiblí.

That  the  Order  of  the  Dáil  of  8th  October, 
2014  referring  the  Protection  of  Children’s 
Health  (Tobacco  Smoke  in  Mechanically 
Propelled Vehicles) Bill 2012 [Seanad] to the 
Select sub-Committee on Children and Youth 
Affairs,  be  discharged  and  that  the  Bill  be 
referred  to  the  Select  sub-Committee  on 
Health  pursuant  to  Standing  Orders  82A(3)
(a) and 6(a) and 126 of the Standing Orders 
relative to Public Business.”

—Pól Mac Eochaidh, Aire Stáit ag Roinn an Taoisigh.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendment to Motion

168. “That Dáil Éireann:

recognising that:

— the rate of growth for Ireland’s over-65 population is nearly double that of the EU as a 
whole;

— the number  of over-65s is  projected to increase by approximately 20,000 per year 
between now and 2021; and

— the number  in the  80-84 age group are forecast  to  grow by approximately 20,300 
people, or 29 per cent, and the number of people aged 85 years and over will increase  
by 26,800, or 46 per cent, between now and 2021;

noting that in July 2014 the Department of Health:

— briefed the new Minister  for Health that these demographic pressures equate to an 



additional  funding  requirement  of  the  order  of  €200  million  per  annum over  the 
coming years;

— further briefed the Minister for Health that demographics indicate increased demand  
for long-term residential care; and

— estimated that it would appear that a minimum of an additional 7,600 beds for long-
term residential care will be required between now and 2021;

further noting:

— that the 2014 Health Service Executive (HSE) Service Plan reduced funding for the  
Nursing Homes Support Scheme, ‘Fair Deal’, by comparison to 2013;

— that the HSE provided for 700 fewer placements under ‘Fair Deal’ in 2014;

— the consequent increase in both the numbers waiting for a nursing home place under  
‘Fair Deal’ and the time spent on the waiting list;

— that  in  February 2014 there  were  654 people  waiting four  weeks to  get  financial  
approval for ‘Fair Deal’ support; and

— that in October 2014 there were 2,182 people waiting 15/16 weeks to get financial  
approval for ‘Fair Deal’ support; and

calls for:

— the  2015  HSE  Service  Plan  to  reverse  the  reduction  in  support  for  ‘Fair  Deal’ 
implemented in 2014; and

— long-term residential care to be adequately resourced to take account of demographic 
changes.”  —  Billy  Kelleher,  John  Browne,  Dara  Calleary,  Niall  Collins,  Barry  
Cowen, Timmy Dooley, Seán Fleming, Colm Keaveney, Seamus Kirk, Michael P. Kitt,  
Micheál Martin, Michael Moynihan, Charlie McConalogue, Michael McGrath, John  
McGuinness, Éamon Ó Cuív, Willie O'Dea, Seán Ó Fearghaíl, Brendan Smith, Robert  
Troy.

Leasú: 
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“recognising that:

— the Government is very aware of the future projections and of their implications for 
services and supports for our future older population, this includes not only residential  
provision but also community and home based supports; and

— people should be supported in the care setting that is appropriate to their needs and  
that most older people prefer to stay in their own homes and communities for as long 
as possible; it is incumbent on Government to take account of this in decisions on 
how services and supports are structured; and

acknowledges that:

— in 2014 the budget for the Nursing Homes Support Scheme is €939 million and this is 
supporting over 22,000 people in residential care; the budget for community services 
is €315 million and this is providing home help and home care package services to 
some 56,000 people at  any one time;  and in addition community and home based 
supports were strengthened in 2014 by a further €23 million to allow more people to 
stay in their own homes for longer;

— in July this  year  the  Health  Service  Executive (HSE)  allocated  €5  million  for  an 
initiative  to  improve access  to appropriate  care  for older  people;  to date,  this  has  
funded  over  300  transitional  care  beds  for  patients  in  acute  hospitals  from  the  



placement  list  for  the  Nursing  Homes  Support  Scheme  and  over  200  home  care 
packages to assist patients in the acute hospitals who require a home care package to 
be discharged;

— the Government has provided additional funding of €25 million in 2015 to address 
delayed discharges, which will  include provision for an increased allocation to the  
Nursing Homes Support  Scheme; planning for this initiative is well advanced; and 
details will be finalised in the HSE’s Service Plan later this month, with a view to 
their early implementation; and

— the Review of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme, which is currently underway, will 
consider  the  future  funding  and  sustainability  of  the  Scheme  as  well  as  how 
community and residential services are balanced; this Review will be completed in the 
coming months,  following which the Government  will  be considering how best  to 
meet the needs of older people in the future.” — An tAire Sláinte.


