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GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh leasuithe ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendments to Motion

158. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes:

— that the 2009 Fine Gael Party ‘New Era’ document advocated the establishment of 
Irish Water;

— the  announcement  of  the  Irish  Water  Charges  Plan  on  30th  September  and  the 
introduction of the new domestic water tariff system on 1st October;

— the €172 million set-up costs of Irish Water;

— the €80 million being spent on consultants within the set-up of Irish Water;

— the €500 million on-going estimated spend on water metering across the country;

— the €300 million in total annual domestic revenue accruing to Irish Water;

— the performance related award bonus structure within Irish Water; and

— the 700 staff due to be employed within Irish Water by the end of 2015;

further notes:

— the Government’s plans to subsidise Irish Water’s domestic revenue stream through 
several options by an estimated €125 million;

— the estimated domestic revenue stream, after Government subsidies, of approximately 
€150 million - €175 million; and

— the number of changes to the water charges system introduced by the Government 
since 1st October;

condemns:

— the Government’s failure to address excessive spending on outside consultants;

— the lack of information for members of the public and lack of a complaints system;

— the lack of communications between the Oireachtas and Irish Water;
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— the lack of additional spending on the water infrastructure network; and

— the Government’s refusal to acknowledge the ability to pay or otherwise; and

calls on the Government to:

— fully review the appropriateness of the Irish Water model from a funding and service 
delivery point of view;

— assess the actual sustainability of the funding streams of Irish Water;

— confirm that it has no intention of privatising Irish Water;

— establish an equitable regime for reliefs on domestic water tariffs;

— ensure the body is  subjected to full  Oireachtas  scrutiny,  not  just  internal  political  
party forums; and

— cease any payment of bonuses within Irish Water.” — Barry Cowen, Seán Fleming,  
Colm Keaveney,  Niall  Collins,  Michael  Moynihan,  John Browne,  Micheál  Martin,  
Charlie  McConalogue,  Brendan  Smith,  Robert  Troy,  Dara  Calleary,  Seán  Ó  
Fearghaíl, Michael P. Kitt, Seamus Kirk, Michael McGrath, John McGuinness, Billy  
Kelleher, Timmy Dooley, Willie O'Dea, Éamon Ó Cuív.

Leasuithe: 
Amendments:

a1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“supports the establishment of Irish Water as a long-term strategic investment project to deliver  
the necessary water services infrastructure and quality of services required to meet statutory 
compliance and demographic needs, benefiting Irish citizens and businesses;

recognises that managing our water resources effectively is also essential to ensure that Ireland 
can continue to attract major overseas investment and employment;

recognises  that  the  legislation  establishing  Irish  Water  prohibits  the  privatisation  of  the 
company;

notes that:

— following on from the requirement to introduce water charges as part of the agreement  
with the Troika, Government provided for the introduction of a fair funding model to 
deliver a clean, reliable and affordable water supply with a charging system based on 
usage;

— the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) has published its decision on Water 
Charges on 30th September, 2014, taking account of the policy framework set by the 
Government;

— the CER have examined the establishment costs of Irish Water and approved €172.8 
million on the basis that this investment will enable Irish Water to drive substantial  
cost savings and service quality improvements over the interim review period and for 
many years to come; and

— the CER has approved an extensive capital  investment programme for Irish Water  
and, in its  examination of Irish Water’s  costs in the period ahead,  set  challenging  
annual efficiency targets for both operational and capital expenditure;

recognises the importance of ensuring that there is full public understanding of the rationale for  
the establishment  of Irish Water  and that  issues of legitimate  public interest  arising in that  
context are addressed, in order to support public trust and confidence;

emphasises the commitment of Irish Water to addressing the issues involved, with a particular  
priority on actively reviewing its  communications  strategy to better  reflect  the  needs of  all  



stakeholders, including elected members;

welcomes:

— the progress with the roll-out of the domestic metering programme being delivered by 
Irish Water with some 450,000 meters installed to date, supporting some 1,300 jobs; 
this level of meter installation now significantly exceeds the 400,000 target for end-
2014 already indicated to the CER;

— the  indications  that  progress  remains  on  track  for  the  installation  of  1.05 million  
meters, with programme completion likely to be ahead of the target (mid-2016 rather 
than end-2016); and

— the Government’s  package of  measures  to  ensure  that  domestic  water  charges  are  
introduced in as fair and equitable a basis as possible, with particular reference to the  
following elements:

— Irish Water’s Government subvention averaging €537 million per annum in 
2015 and 2016;

— each household will  receive an annual  free allowance of 30,000 litres  of 
water (and a corresponding allowance for waste water);

— there will be an additional free allowance for every child under 18 years of 
age to  cover  a  child’s  normal  consumption  of  water  supplied  and  waste 
water treated (21,000 litres);

— Household  Benefits  Package  and  Free  Fuel  Allowance  recipients  will  
receive  a  €100  ‘Water  Support’  payment  per  year,  benefiting  653,000 
households;

— income tax relief on water charges will  be available, at  the standard rate, 
worth up to €100 per household per annum when claimed in the following 
year;

— charges to be capped for people with high water usage due to medical needs;  
and

— Irish Water to take account of the quality of services provided to customers,  
including circumstances where services are reduced or restricted (e.g. due to 
boil water notices); and

— the Government’s intention to provide funding to increase investment in public water  
services infrastructure on average by €100 million in each of the years 2015 and 2016,  
including for a scheme to provide each household with a free fix of the first leak on a  
customer’s water supply pipe; and

supports  the  Government’s  overall  water  funding  package,  which  balances  the  need  for  a 
sustainable funding model to support long-term investment in the sector, taking account of the 
relevant European rules on Government accounting, while ensuring that domestic water charges  
are  introduced  in  the  most  affordable,  fair  and  equitable  manner  possible.”  —  An  tAire  
Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais Áitiúil.

1. To delete all words after “calls on the Government to” and substitute the following:

“— immediately reverse the imposition of domestic water charges which were conceived 
by the  previous  Fianna  Fáil/Green  Party Government  who agreed  this  unfair  and 
unjust double charge with the EU/IMF/ECB ‘Troika’ as part of the financial bail-out 
in December 2010;

— stop the  roll-out  of  metering  and redirect  the  €539 million  loan  finance  from the 
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National  Pension  Reserve  Fund towards  fixing the  massive  leakage problems  and 
interruption to supply;

— recognise that Irish Water is toxic and not fit for purpose, since it is unaccountable to 
the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government and therefore to 
the Oireachtas and the citizens of this State;

— prevent  Irish  Water  from  any  further  excessive  spending  of  taxpayer’s  money,  
including the proposed further €35 million on the use of external consultants in 2015;

— oppose  any  duplication  of  services  being  delivered  by  Irish  Water  and  local 
authorities  and retain  these  services  within full  public  ownership,  now and in the  
future; and

— listen to the widespread public anger that exists towards this Government and Irish 
Water by the Irish people, who are now rightly organising and mobilising in protest  
and  opposition  to  these  water  charges,  which  households  cannot  afford  to  pay, 
through  the  Right2Water  public  campaign  which  includes  activists,  citizens, 
community groups, political parties and trade unions.” — Brian Stanley, Mary Lou 
McDonald, Gerry Adams, Jonathan O'Brien, Michael Colreavy, Seán Crowe, Pearse  
Doherty,  Dessie  Ellis,  Martin  Ferris,  Pádraig  Mac  Lochlainn,  Sandra  McLellan,  
Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Peadar Tóibín, Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin.


