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GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendment to Motion

152. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— mental health is an issue of vital concern to the nation in general and should be of  
special concern to policy-makers and legislators in particular;

— mental  health  services  must  be designed and delivered  to  aid  the  recovery of  the 
individual;

— a person-centred approach is vital to the achievement of the best results; and

— the 2013 Annual Report of the Mental Health Commission, published on 25th June,  
2014,  has  highlighted  many  of  the  key  issues  and  requirements  for  action  by 
Government;

affirms:

— its continuing commitment to the implementation in full of A Vision for Change;

— its commendation of the work of the Mental Health Commission;

— its support for the work of the National Office for Suicide Prevention;

— its appreciation of those non-Governmental organisations, national, regional and local 
who actively promote  positive  mental  health  and  seek  to  reduce  the  incidence  of 
suicide and self-harm;

— its commitment to eliminate the stigma in relation to mental illness; and

— that  the  mental  health  of  each  citizen  and  of  the  nation  as  a  whole  is  a  positive 
resource that contributes to our general social, cultural and economic well-being; and

calls on the Government to:

— ensure a consistent high standard of care and support for all requiring access to mental  
health services;

— provide  for  independent  monitoring  of  the  roll-out  and  progress  towards  full 
implementation of A Vision for Change; 
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— commit  to an annual  allocation of €35 million for the development  of community 
mental  health  teams  and  to  make  good  any  shortfall  in  any  given  year  in  the  
subsequent year’s allocation;

— properly resource mental health services across the board, including the provision of 
appropriate and adequate staffing and with a key focus always on recovery;

— promote  awareness  of  the  unacceptability  of  certain  practices  and  continue  to 
discourage  their  use  e.g.  the  application  of  electroconvulsive  therapy on  detained  
persons against their will;

— end the practice of admitting children to adult psychiatric units;

— progress relevant legislative undertakings including completing the ongoing review of 
the Mental Health Act 2001 and to bring the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Bill 2013 through Committee and remaining stages;

— require  the  Health  Research  Board  to  again  carry  out  a  national  survey  of 
psychological well-being and distress, last carried out in 2005-2006, and to continue 
to conduct such a survey at regular two or three yearly intervals;

— ensure a cross-Departmental response to the risk of suicide and self-harm, including 
from the Departments of Health, Education and Skills, Children and Youth Affairs  
and Environment, Community and Local Government;

— provide the necessary resources to establish and sustain a 24/7 crisis support service  
for people experiencing severe mental or emotional distress, to operate in conjunction  
with the local Community Mental Health Teams;

— arrange for greater co-ordination of all existing suicide prevention initiatives across  
all sectors and groups working in the area;

— ensure  the  prioritisation  of  address  of  the  mental  health  needs  of  marginalised 
communities;

— guarantee  that  the  new National  Strategic  Framework for  Suicide  Prevention  will 
place mental  health  awareness  among children and young people  at  the  top of its  
programme; and

— provide  an  appropriate  accessible  alternative  to  general  Accident  and  Emergency 
department presentation to victims of self-harm.” — Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin, Gerry  
Adams,  Jonathan  O'Brien,  Mary  Lou McDonald,  Michael  Colreavy,  Seán Crowe,  
Pearse  Doherty,  Dessie  Ellis,  Martin  Ferris,  Pádraig  Mac  Lochlainn,  Sandra  
McLellan, Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Brian Stanley, Peadar Tóibín. 

Leasú: 
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes:

— that the Government is progressing the implementation of A Vision for Change, in line 
with  the  commitments  in  the  Programme  for  Government  2011-2016,  including 
services for early intervention, and the development of child and adolescent mental  
health teams;

— the ongoing reconfiguration of mental health services towards a person-centred and 
more community-based recovery-orientated model of delivery in all areas;

— the  commitment  in  the  Programme  for  Government  2011-2016  to  ring-fence  €35 
million annually from within the health budget to develop community mental health 
teams and services as outlined in A Vision for Change to ensure early access to more 
appropriate services for adults and children and improved integration with primary 



care services;

— that,  to  date,  this  Government  has  provided  additional  ring-fenced  allocations  for  
mental health in the period 2012-2014, totalling €90 million;

— the  recruitment,  under  this  Government,  of  some  700  new mental  health  staff  to 
support new models of service delivery, with a further 400 staff due to take up duty 
by the end of 2014;

— the  establishment,  in  2013,  of  a  Mental  Health  Division  in  the  Health  Service 
Executive (HSE), under a National Director for Mental Health Services;

— the  commitment  by  the  HSE,  in  the  2014  National  Service  Plan,  to  develop  an 
implementation  plan  for  the  last  three  years  of  A  Vision  for  Change aimed  at 
addressing  a  variety  of  issues,  including  achieving  a  relatively  standard  level  of 
service regardless of location, improved general care pathways and better integration 
with primary care, acute hospitals and other services;

— the 2013 Report  of the Mental  Health Commission which highlights the continued 
progress  towards  ending  the  use  of  outdated  and  unsuitable  buildings  to  provide 
inpatient services and identifies a number of areas where further progress is required;

— the ongoing closure of unsuitable psychiatric institutions and the moving of patients 
to more appropriate community-based facilities;

— the ongoing reduction in the incidence of children and adolescents being placed in 
adult psychiatric wards and the Government’s commitment to end this practice;

— that the Review of the Mental Health Act 2001 is proceeding, in consultation with 
service users, carers and other stakeholders, and is being informed by human rights  
standards;

— that the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Bill 2013 is before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas  and is  in  line  with  the  UN Convention  on the Rights  of  Persons  with 
Disabilities;

— that the need for informed consent from a patient before electroconvulsive therapy 
can be administered is accepted by the Minister of State at Department of Health and 
is  being examined by the expert  group which is  reviewing the Mental  Health Act  
2001, in the context of the broader issue of consent to treatment for patients in the 
area of mental health;

— that  funding  for  the  HSE  National  Office  for  Suicide  Prevention  has  increased 
significantly, from €4 million in 2011 to €8.8 million in 2014;

— that  the  National  Office  for  Suicide  Prevention  supports  a  range  of  voluntary 
organisations which work in the field of suicide prevention and education or provide  
counselling,  advice  and  information  to  persons  experiencing  serious  emotional  
distress;

— that a review of Reach Out – the National Strategy for Action on Suicide Prevention  
2005-2014 is  underway and that  a  new National  Strategic  Framework for  Suicide 
Prevention is due for completion by the end of 2014;

— that  the  new  Strategic  Framework  will,  in  particular,  address  cross-Departmental  
issues  and the  need  for  co-ordinated  efforts  across  a  wide  range of  agencies  and 
organisations, given the need for a whole-of-society focus on suicide prevention;

— the  commitment  in  the  Healthy  Ireland  Framework  for  Improved  Health  and  
Wellbeing 2013-2015 to combine existing mental health promotion programmes with 
interventions that address social problems including mental health as part of a multi-
agency approach, particularly in areas with high levels of socio-economic deprivation; 
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and

— that the development of the community-based model of care is an important step in 
addressing the mental  health  needs of  marginalised  communities  and less  affluent 
socio-economic groups.” — An tAire Sláinte.


