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GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendment to Motion

135. “That Dáil Éireann:

noting that:

— when the Government came to power 55.1 per cent of those unemployed were long-
term  unemployed,  after  three  years  of  this  Government  61.4  per  cent  of  those 
unemployed are now long-term unemployed; and

— there has been a 25 per cent reduction in local authority staffing levels since 2011 and 
local  authority services are  therefore  unable  to  provide adequate  services  across  a 
range of areas, as evidenced by the recent delays  in addressing damage caused by 
severe weather;

considers that the new Gateway scheme:

— is a work-for-benefits scheme, also known as workfare or forced labour, on which  
participation is not voluntary;

— entails 22 months of hard labour for a very small social welfare top-up of €20 that can 
be all but eroded by tax;

— will  not  enhance  the  employability  of  participants,  as  there  is  no  quality  training 
involved and there is a recruitment embargo in place on local authorities;

— punishes the unemployed for being unemployed;

— copper fastens the under-staffing of essential local services; and

— undermines  existing  pay,  terms  and conditions  for  staff  across  the  local  authority 
sector; and

calls on the Government to abandon the Gateway scheme and instead explore the introduction 
of an alternative activation programme based on a training-intensive Community Employment  
scheme type model for a local authority context or temporary work experience opportunities on 
the  basis  of  equal  pay  for  equal  work  done.”  —  Aengus  Ó Snodaigh,  Jonathan  O'Brien,  
Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin, Gerry Adams, Mary Lou McDonald, Michael Colreavy, Seán Crowe,  
Pearse Doherty, Dessie Ellis, Martin Ferris, Pádraig Mac Lochlainn, Sandra McLellan, Brian  
Stanley, Peadar Tóibín.

P.T.O.



Leasú: 
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:
acknowledges the important role that activation and work placement initiatives have had on 
supporting jobseekers; 

notes that:

— the number of people in employment in Ireland grew by 61,000 or 3.3 per cent last  
year and stood at over 1.9 million at the end of 2013; and 

— the rate of unemployment was 11.9 per cent in February 2014, down from 15 per cent  
in early 2012; 

nevertheless remains concerned that:

— the level of unemployment is still far too high;

— 60,000 young people aged under 25 are without work; and 

— long-term unemployment levels remain above 155,000;

recognises the Government’s commitment to:

— prioritise actions to stimulate employment creation and reduce unemployment under 
the Action Plan for Jobs and Pathways to Work strategies; 

— focus attention on initiative for young unemployed people; 

— resource a broad range of interventions  to support  the jobseeker  access  education,  
training, internships and work placements; and 

— provide opportunities for over 25,000 placements on Community Employment, 7,500 
placements on Tús and 3,000 placements on Gateway to support jobseekers back to 
work and to underpin the delivery of important services of benefit to communities;

welcomes:

— the commencement of the roll-out of Gateway in county and city councils; 

— the practical and social benefits Gateway offers the jobseeker to re-engage with work; 

— the continued positive feedback from participants  on Community Employment  and 
Tús, work placements programmes similar to Gateway and the enormous success of 
JobBridge, the national internship scheme; 

— the ongoing development of Government initiatives to support jobseekers in terms of 
further education and training, reskilling and activation, with a view to availing of 
opportunities as they arise in the economy; 

— the continued positive contribution in terms of service support at a local level that  
schemes such as Gateway can offer; and 

— the proposals made to the European Commission to support young people to get back 
into work;

commends:

— the commitment of county and city councils to deliver on Gateway and the positive 
outcomes it can have for jobseekers; 

— the fact that 15 per cent of places on Gateway will be reserved for those aged under  
25; and 

— the on-going commitment of the Minister for Social Protection and the Minister for 
the Environment, Community and Local Government to the development and role of 
Gateway.” —An tAire Coimirce Sóisialaí.



P.T.O.


