
DÁIL ÉIREANN

Dé Céadaoin, 26 Feabhra, 2014
Wednesday, 26th February, 2014

RIAR NA hOIBRE
ORDER PAPER





22 DÁIL ÉIREANN 417

Dé Céadaoin, 26 Feabhra, 2014
Wednesday, 26th February, 2014

10 a.m.

ORD GNÓ
ORDER OF BUSINESS

13a. Ráitis maidir le Líomhaintí i ndáil leis an nGarda Síochána.
Statements on Allegations in relation to An Garda Síochána.

18. An Bille um Nochtadh Cosanta, 2013 [Seanad] — An Dara Céim (atógáil).
Protected Disclosures Bill 2013 [Seanad] — Second Stage (resumed).

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

135. (l) Tairiscint maidir leis an Líonra Oifigí Poist (atógáil).
(a) Motion re Post Office Network (resumed).

FÓGRA I dTAOBH GNÓ NUA
NOTICE OF NEW BUSINESS

12a. Tairiscint  maidir  leis an  Togra  go  mbreithneoidh  Dáil  Éireann  an  Tuarascáil  ón 
gComhchoiste um Chomhshaol, Cultúr agus Gaeltacht dar teideal “Tuarascáil maidir 
le  Ceannteidil  Imlíneacha  an  Bhille  um Ghníomhú  ar  son  na  hAeráide  agus  um 
Fhorbairt Ísealcharbóin, 2013”.

Motion  re  Proposal  that  Dáil  Éireann consider  the  Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht entitled “Report on the Outline Heads of the 
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Bill 2013”.

P.T.O.
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I dTOSACH GNÓ PHOIBLÍ 
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

Fógraí Tairisceana: Notices of Motions

12a.  “Go ndéanfaidh Dáil  Éireann breithniú 
ar  an  Tuarascáil  ón  gComhchoiste  um 
Chomhshaol,  Cultúr  agus  Gaeltacht  dar 
teideal  ‘Tuarascáil  maidir  le  Ceannteidil 
Imlíneacha an Bhille um Ghníomhú ar son na 
hAeráide  agus  um  Fhorbairt  Ísealcharbóin, 
2013’, a leagadh faoi bhráid Dháil Éireann an 
20 Samhain, 2013.

That Dáil Éireann considers the Report of the 
Joint  Committee  on  Environment,  Culture 
and  the  Gaeltacht  entitled  ‘Report  on  the 
Outline Heads of the Climate Action and Low 
Carbon Development Bill  2013’,  which was 
laid before Dáil Éireann on 20th November, 
2013.”

—Michael McCarty,
Chairman of the Committee on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht.

[26 February, 2014]

ORDUITHE AN LAE
ORDERS OF THE DAY

13a. Ráitis maidir le Líomhaintí i ndáil leis an nGarda Síochána.
Statements on Allegations in relation to An Garda Síochána.

18. An Bille um Nochtadh Cosanta, 2013 [Seanad] — An Dara Céim (atógáil).
Protected Disclosures Bill 2013 [Seanad] — Second Stage (resumed).

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Tairiscint (atógáil) (1 ur. 30 n. fágtha):
Motion (resumed) (1 hr. 30 m. remaining):

135. “That Dáil Éireann:

recognises:

— that the post office network is a unique social, cultural and financial institution that is  
essential to our local communities and the country as a whole;

— the vital contribution the post office network makes to the Irish economy;

— the fact that the post office network employs over 3,000 people throughout Ireland;

— that the post office network is the backbone of both rural and urban communities;

— that,  as  they stand,  the  Department  of  Social  Protection’s  plans  for  the  electronic 
transfer of social  welfare payments poses a serious threat  to the future of the post  
office network;

— that  without  the income derived from the Department of Social  Protection and the  
National Treasury Management Agency’s contracts, the post office network will be  
destabilised in terms of its viability; and
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— that  it  will  directly cause a reduction in cash payments  at  post  offices  which will  
ultimately lead to many closures and job losses throughout the country;

acknowledges:

— the  specific  commitment  in  the  Programme  for  Government  to  ensure  the 
sustainability of the post office network;

— the  party  wide  acknowledgement  of  all  elected  representatives  that  the  network 
provides a vital national strategic asset;

— that the key to the continued sustainability of the post office network is that An Post  
be equipped, through the provision of a full banking infrastructure operated by An 
Post,  that will enable the network to facilitate the Department of Social Protection 
strategy to move to e-payments; and

— that the 18 per cent of Irish people that are unbanked and the 23 per cent that are not  
online rely solely on the post office network’s services; and

calls on the Government to:

— produce  a comprehensive action plan,  setting out  the measures  to deliver on their  
strategy, and commit to complete the action plan within three months of the date of 
this motion;

— instruct each Government Department to implement, through the post office network,  
the business identified in the Grant Thornton and Joint Committee on Transport and 
Communications reports to underpin the sustainability of the post office network;

— commit that all tenders involving over the counter transactions will be decided on the 
basis of both social and economic policy;

— commit to implementing a new banking service that will be available through the post  
office network and operated by An Post;

— commit to a once-off capital investment fund for the further modernisation of the post  
office network to enable the widespread provision of banking facilities in rural and 
disadvantaged areas; and

— commit to reporting on the progress made on the implementation of the plan within 
six  months  of  its  publication.”  —  Seamus  Healy,  Maureen  O'Sullivan,  Catherine  
Murphy, Mick Wallace, John Halligan, Richard Boyd Barrett, Thomas Pringle, Joan  
Collins,  Finian  McGrath,  Tom  Fleming,  Luke  'Ming'  Flanagan,  Clare  Daly,  Joe  
Higgins, Stephen S. Donnelly

[25 February, 2014]
Leasú (atógáil): 
Amendment (resumed):

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“recognises:

— that the post office network is:

— a unique social, cultural and financial institution that is essential to our local  
communities and the country as a whole; and

— the  largest  retail  network in  Ireland (with  1,147 outlets  nationwide)  and 
employs over 3,000 people;

P.T.O.
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— the  role  of  postmasters  in  delivering  an  important  economic  service  to  their 
communities; and

— the commitment in the Programme for Government to ensure the sustainability of the 
post office network and the party wide acknowledgement that the network provides a 
vital national strategic asset;

acknowledges:

— the continued and irreversible decline in the volume of mail (a 25 per cent reduction  
over the past five years);

— that the post office network is subject to competition law and the public service is  
subject to public procurement law;

— the challenges being experienced by the post office network especially in rural areas,  
given the changing face of the retail sector with the advancement of e-commerce and 
the digital economy;

— the suitability of the post office network for over-the-counter transactional business;

— the importance of such over-the-counter services in facilitating cash management by 
lower income households;

— the success of the post offices in winning significant new business volumes in recent  
years, most particularly in the financial services and payment areas;

— the role of An Post, as a commercial State company, to provide a nationwide retail  
network of economically sustainable post offices and the operational responsibility of  
the company in this regard; and

— the input of the reports commissioned by the Irish Postmasters’ Union as well as the 
Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Transport  and  Communications  on  promoting 
opportunities regarding the future sustainability of the network;

endorses  a  whole-of-government  consideration,  encompassing  central  and  local  government 
and the wider public service, of the nature and extent of services that can be provided to the  
public using the post office network as a ‘front office of government’; and

encourages all public sector stakeholders to achieve the objective of securing opportunities for  
new  business  and  maintaining  the  post  office  network  at  the  heart  of  national  and  local  
community life.” — An tAire Cumarsáide, Fuinnimh agus Acmhainní Nádúrtha.

MEMORANDA

Dé Céadaoin, 26 Feabhra, 2014
Wednesday, 26th February, 2014

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Iompar agus Cumarsáid i Seomra Coiste 4, TL2000, ar 9.30 
a.m.

Meeting of the Joint  Committee on Transport  and Communications in Committee Room 4, 
LH2000, at 9.30 a.m.

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Dhlí agus Ceart, Cosaint agus Comhionannas i Seomra Coiste  
2, TL2000, ar 10 a.m.

Meeting of  the  Joint  Committee  on Justice,  Defence  and Equality in  Committee  Room 2, 
LH2000, at 10 a.m.
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Cruinniú  den  Chomhchoiste  um Fhorfheidhmiú  Chomhaontú  Aoine  an  Chéasta  i  Seomra 
Coiste 3, TL2000, ar 10.30 a.m.

Meeting of  the  Joint  Committee  on the Implementation  of the  Good Friday Agreement  in 
Committee Room 3, LH2000, at 10.30 a.m.

Cruinniú  den  Chomhchoiste  um Oideachas  agus  Coimirce  Shóisialach  i  Seomra  Coiste  3, 
TL2000, ar 1 p.m.

Meeting of the Joint Committee on Education and Social Protection in Committee Room 3,  
LH2000, at 1 p.m.

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Airgeadas, Caiteachas Poiblí agus Athchóiriú i Seomra Coiste 
4, TL2000, ar 2 p.m.

Meeting of the Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform in Committee  
Room 4, LH2000, at 2 p.m.

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Airgeadas, Caiteachas Poiblí agus Athchóiriú i Seomra Coiste 
4, TL2000, ar 2 p.m.

Meeting of the Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform in Committee  
Room 4, LH2000, at 2 p.m.

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Ghnóthaí Eachtracha agus Trádáil i Seomra Coiste 1, TL2000, 
ar 2.30 p.m.

Meeting of the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade in Committee Room 1, LH2000, 
at 2.30 p.m.

Cruinniú  den Chomhchoiste  um Fhormhaoirsiú  ar  an tSeirbhís  Phoiblí  agus Achainíocha  i 
Seomra Coiste 3, TL2000, ar 4 p.m. (príobháideach).

Meeting of the Joint Committee on Public Service Oversight and Petitions in Committee Room 
3, LH2000, at 4 p.m. (private).

Cruinniú den Choiste um Nós Imeachta agus Pribhléidí Dháil Éireann i Seomra 2 (isteach ón 
bPríomh-Halla), Teach Laighean, ar 6 p.m. (príobháideach).

Meeting of the Committee of Procedure and Privileges of Dáil Éireann in Room 2 (off the 
Main Hall), Leinster House, at 6 p.m. (private).

SCRÍBHINNÍ A LEAGADH FAOI BHRÁID NA dTITHE
DOCUMENTS LAID BEFORE THE HOUSES1

1 I gcás nach leagtar scríbhinn ach faoi bhráid aon Teach amháin, cuirfear (D) – Dáil nó (S) – Seanad ina  
diaidh dá réir sin.
 Where a document is laid before one House only it will be appended with (D) – Dáil or (S) – Seanad 
accordingly.

P.T.O.
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Reachtúil Statutory

In-neamhnithe le Tairiscint Open to motion to annul

An  tOrdú  fán  Acht  um  Sheirbhísí  Uisce 
(Uimh.  2),  2013 (Dliteanais  Eile  a  Aistriú), 
2014 (I.R. Uimh. 96 de 2014).

Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 (Transfer of 
Other Liabilities) Order 2014 (S.I. No. 96 of 
2014).

Eile Other

Na  hAchtanna  Forbartha  Mianraí  1940  - 
1999.   Tuarascáil  ón  Aire  Cumarsáide, 
Fuinnimh agus Acmhainní Nádúrtha do na sé 
mhí dar chríoch 31 Nollaig 2013  de réir alt 
77 den Acht  Forbairte  Minearál,  1940 agus 
alt 8 den Acht Forbartha, Mianraí 1979.

Minerals  Development  Acts  1940  –  1999. 
Report by the Minister for Communications, 
Energy  and  Natural  Resources  for  the  six 
months  ended  31  December,  2013  in 
accordance  with  section 77  of  the  Minerals 
Development Act, 1940 and section 8 of the 
Minerals Development Act, 1979.

An Coimisiún  um Chaidreamh Oibreachais. 
Ráitis Airgeadais don bhliain dar chríoch 31 
Nollaig 2012.

The Labour Relations Commission. Financial 
Statements for the year ended 31 December, 
2012.

Na  Rialacháin  Aoisliúntais  (Eagraíochtaí 
Ceadaithe a Ainmniú),  2014 (I.R. Uimh. 89 
de 2014).

Superannuation  (Designation  of  Approved 
Organisations) Regulations 2014 (S.I. No. 89 
of 2014).

Neamhreachtúil Non-Statutory

An Séú Tuarascáil Déag ó Bhord Leigheasra 
na  hÉireann  don  Aire  Sláinte  ar  Sheirbhís 
Fuilaistriúcháin  na  hÉireann.  (Tréimhse  a 
Chlúdaítear: 1 Eanáir - 31 Nollaig, 2012).

The Sixteenth Irish Medicines Board Report 
to the Minister for Health on the Irish Blood 
Transfusion  Service  (Period  covered:  1 
January - 31 December, 2012).

An  Roinn  Talmhaíochta,  Bia  agus  Mara. 
Athbhreithniú Luach ar Airgead ar Scéim na 
Limistéar  faoi  Mhíbhuntáiste.  (Meitheamh, 
2012).

Department  of  Agriculture,  Food  and  the 
Marine.  Value  for  Money  Review  of  the 
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme. (June, 2012).

Tithe  an  Oireachtais.  An  Conradh  ar  an 
Aontas  Eorpach:  Doiciméid  a  fuarthas  de 
bhun an Phrótacail  maidir  le ról Parlaimintí 
Náisiúnta  san  Aontas  Eorpach,  3  go  7 
Feabhra, 2014.

Houses of the Oireachtas. Treaty on European 
Union:  Documents  received  pursuant  to 
Protocol on the role of National Parliaments 
in the European Union, 3 to 7 February, 2014.
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