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ORD GNÓ
ORDER OF BUSINESS

14. Ráitis maidir leis an gComhairle Eorpach, An Bhruiséil.
Statements on European Council, Brussels.

15. Ráitis maidir leis an bPlean Seirbhíse Sláinte, 2012.
Statements on the Health Service Plan 2012.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

39. (l) Tairiscint maidir le Bunscoileanna Beaga (atógáil).
(a) Motion re Small Primary Schools (resumed).

P.T.O.
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ORDUITHE AN LAE
ORDERS OF THE DAY

14. Ráitis maidir leis an gComhairle Eorpach, An Bhruiséil.
Statements on European Council, Brussels.

15. Ráitis maidir leis an bPlean Seirbhíse Sláinte, 2012.
Statements on the Health Service Plan 2012.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Tairiscint (atógáil) (1 ur. 30 n. fágtha):
Motion (resumed) (1 hr. 30 m. remaining):

39.  “That Dáil Éireann:

— condemns the Government for introducing changes to the staffing schedules in 1, 2, 3 
and 4 teacher schools in Budget 2012;

— objects to this policy decision which unfairly targets schools with less than 86 pupils 
and which will result in a loss of 250 posts and an increase in the pupil/teacher ratio 
between now and 2013;

— further objects to the Government’s covert approach to amalgamation and closure of 
1, 2, 3 and 4 teacher schools;

— condemns the severe impact this will have on gaelscoileanna, scoileanna Gaeltachta 
and minority faith schools in particular;

— further condemns the Government decision to apply the new staffing schedule based 
on 2011 enrolment figures;

— recognises that small schools are at the heart of communities;

— rejects the Government’s:

— argument in relation to small schools having a more favourable pupil/teacher 
ratio which fails to take into account the challenges of multi-grade teaching; 
and

— claim  that  frontline  services  have  been  protected  in  Budget  2012  and 
recognises that teachers in 1, 2, 3 and 4 teacher schools provide a critical 
frontline service;

— notes that:

— research has shown that learning outcomes in the smaller schools are on a 
par with learning outcomes in larger schools; and

— 47% of the 3,200 primary schools in the State have 5 teachers or fewer; and

— calls on the Government to:

— protect existing 1, 2, 3 and 4 teacher schools this year and in the coming 
years;

— recognise the disproportionate impact this cut will have on gaelscoileanna, 
scoileanna Gaeltachta and minority faith schools and to ensure these schools 
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are protected;

— protect  the  significant  investment  in  small  schools  by  Fianna  Fáil 
Governments over the past 15 years which resulted in the doubling of the 
numbers  of  teachers  working  in  small  schools,  and  significant  capital 
investment  to  allow  for  replacement,  refurbishment  and  improvement  of 
school accommodation across the country;

— explain  the  rationale  for  this  decision  and  publish  any  impact  analysis 
carried out  by the  Department of  Education and Skills  in relation to this 
decision and the effect it will have on 1, 2, 3 and 4 teacher schools;

— recognise the important role of these schools in local communities and the 
damaging effect this will have on communities throughout Ireland;

— acknowledge the damaging consequences that will result from the budgetary 
changes to the staffing schedule which will lead to the forced amalgamation 
and closure of small schools in the coming years;

— accept the uncertainty that this is creating for local communities; and

— provide  detailed  clarification  on  the  appeals  mechanism  for  staffing 
changes.” —  Brendan Smith, John Browne, Dara Calleary, Niall  Collins,  
Barry Cowen, Timmy Dooley, Seán Fleming, Billy Kelleher, Seamus Kirk,  
Michael  P.  Kitt,  Micheál  Martin,  Michael  Moynihan,  Charlie  
McConalogue, Michael McGrath, John McGuinness, Éamon Ó Cuív, Willie  
O'Dea, Seán Ó Fearghaíl, Robert Troy.

[31 January, 2012]
Leasú (atógáil):
Amendment (resumed):

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“— recognises that:

— at a time of great strain on our public finances, we have to ensure that the 
very valuable, but limited resources available to the education system are 
used in the best way possible; and

— public services, including schools, must continue to be an important part of 
the social fabric of rural communities;

— notes that:

— as part of the Budget 2012 decisions, the number of pupils required to gain 
and  retain  a  classroom  teaching  post  in  small  primary  schools  will  be 
gradually increased between September 2012 and September 2014;

— there are 3,200 primary schools across Ireland, of which over two thirds of 
those schools have more than 86 pupils and have much higher average class 
sizes than the small primary schools;

— small  schools  receive  much  more  favourable  capitation  and  other  grant 
payments due to the practice of minimum payments: for example, schools 
receive  a  minimum capitation  payment  based  on  a  60  pupil  enrolment, 
meaning that a school with 12 pupils receives the same capitation payment 
as a school with 60 pupils, in addition to the fact that construction costs per 
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pupil for capital  projects are much higher in small schools than in larger 
schools;

— at present, a two-teacher school with 12 pupils has an average class size of 1 
teacher for 6 pupils, while in contrast, a typical ten-teacher school with 272 
pupils has an average class size of 27.2 pupils;

— a  value  for  money  review  on  small  primary  schools  is  currently  being 
finalised by the Department of Education and Skills, submissions for which, 
were invited from the public as part of a public consultation process during 
2011 and a large number of responses were received;

— while the threshold for additional teachers in small schools will rise, a small 
school will still receive a second teacher with 14 pupils, a third teacher with 
51 pupils and a fourth teacher with 83 pupils in September 2012; and

— as a result of these changes the average class sizes in small schools will still 
be as low as 7:1 in a two-teacher school, 17:1 in a three-teacher school and 
20.75:1 in a four-teacher school in September 2012;

— acknowledges that:

— even when all of these phased increases are implemented, the threshold for 
small schools will still be significantly lower than the minimum of 28 pupils 
that was required for the appointment of a second teacher in schools prior to 
the mid-1990s;

— it  is  hoped  that  the  three-year  phasing  in  of  this  measure  will  allow 
communities the opportunity to debate the possibility of amalgamations or 
clustering arrangements within their communities;

— if amalgamations  take place,  they will  be voluntary and follow decisions 
taken by local  communities and not  by the Department of Education and 
Skills; and

— the  value  for  money  review  is  part  of  the  normal  review  processes 
undertaken  by  all  Departments  on  an  annual  basis  on  selected  areas  of 
expenditure and is being conducted in line with the standard procedure for 
value for money reviews; and

— welcomes that:

— the  Department  of  Education  and  Skills  will  be  notifying  schools  in  the 
coming weeks of the new staffing arrangements for the 2012/13 school year;

— small schools will continue to benefit from additional favourable supports as 
outlined above;

— the Budget measure relates to the allocation of teaching posts and is not a 
measure to close small schools;

— an independent Primary Staffing Appeals Board is available to all schools as 
part of the allocation process each year; and

— in  particular,  this  appeals  mechanism  will  be  available  to  those  small 
schools which are projecting increased enrolments that would be sufficient 
to allow them to retain their existing classroom posts over the longer term.” 
— An tAire Oideachais agus Scileanna.
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MEMORANDA

Dé Céadaoin, 1 Feabhra, 2012
Wednesday, 1st February, 2012

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Poist, Coimirce Shóisialach agus Oideachas i Seomra Coiste 
3, TL2000, ar 9.30 a.m.

Meeting of the Joint Committee on Jobs, Social Protection and Education in Committee Room 
3, LH2000, at 9.30 a.m.

Cruinniú den Fhochoiste um Athchóiriú ar an gCóras Pionós (den Chomhchoiste um Dhlí agus 
Ceart, Cosaint agus Comhionannas) i Seomra Coiste 2, TL2000, ar 9.30 a.m.

Meeting of the Sub-Committee on Penal Reform (of the Joint Committee on Justice, Defence 
and Equality) in Committee Room 2, LH2000, at 9.30 a.m.

Cruinniú den Roghchoiste um Leasanna Comhaltaí  i  Seomra Coiste 1, TL2000, ar 10 a.m. 
(príobháideach).

Meeting of the Select Committee on Member's Interests in Committee Room 1, LH2000, at 10 
a.m. (private).

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Chomhshaol, Iompar, Cultúr agus Gaeltacht i Seomra Coiste 
4, TL2000, ar 10.30 a.m.

Meeting of  the  Joint  Committee  on Environment,  Transport,  Culture  and  the  Gaeltacht  in 
Committee Room 4, LH2000, at 10.30 a.m.

SCRÍBHINNÍ A LEAGADH FAOI BHRÁID NA DÁLA 
 DOCUMENTS LAID BEFORE THE DÁIL

Reachtúil: Statutory:

1)  An  Roinn  Cosanta.  Acht  an  Aontais 
Eorpaigh  (Grinnscrúdú),  2002.  Tuarascáil 
Leathbhliantúil - Uachtaránacht na Polainne. 
1 Iúil, 2011 – 31 Nollaig, 2011.

1) Department of Defence.  European Union 
(Scrutiny)  Act  2002.  Six-monthly  Report  - 
Polish  Presidency.  1  July,  2011  -  31 
December, 2011.

2) Ráiteas faoi leasanna arna thabhairt ag an 
gComhairleoir Speisialta, Simon Nugent, atá 
nó  a  bhí  ag  gníomhú  mar  Chomhairleoir 
Speisialta  don  Teachta  Pádraic  Ó  Coinín, 
Aire  den Rialtas  ag an  Roinn  Cumarsáide, 
Fuinnimh  agus  Acmhainní  Nádúrtha,  don 
tréimhse  chlárúcháin  11  Aibreán,  2011  go 
31 Nollaig, 2011, de bhun alt 19(4)(b) de na 
hAchtanna  um Eitic  in  Oifigí  Poiblí,  1995 
agus 2001.

2)  Statement  of  interests  furnished  by 
Special Adviser, Simon Nugent, who acts or 
acted  as  a  Special  Adviser  to  Deputy  Pat 
Rabbitte, Minister of the Government at the 
Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural  Resources,  for  the  registration 
period 11 April, 2011 to 31 December, 2011, 
pursuant to section 19(4)(b) of the Ethics in 
Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001.
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3) Ráiteas faoi leas nialais arna thabhairt ag 
an  gComhairleoir  Speisialta,  Finbarr 
O’Malley,  atá  nó  a  bhí  ag  gníomhú  mar 
Chomhairleoir  Speisialta  don  Teachta 
Pádraic  Ó Coinín,  Aire  den  Rialtas  ag  an 
Roinn  Cumarsáide,  Fuinnimh  agus 
Acmhainní  Nádúrtha,  don  tréimhse 
chlárúcháin 28 Márta,  2011 go 31 Nollaig, 
2011, de bhun alt 19(4)(b) de na hAchtanna 
um Eitic in Oifigí Poiblí 1995 agus 2001.

3)  Statement  of  nil-interest  furnished  by 
Special Adviser, Finbarr O’Malley, who acts 
or acted as a Special Adviser to Deputy Pat 
Rabbitte, Minister of the Government at the 
Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural  Resources,  for  the  registration 
period  28  March,  2011  to  31  December 
2011,  pursuant  to  section  19(4)(b)  of  the 
Ethics in public acts 1995 and 2001.

4) Ráiteas i scríbhinn maidir leis na téarmaí 
agus  na  coinníollacha  (conradh)  faoina 
ngníomhaíonn  nó  faoinar  ghníomhaigh  an 
Comhairleoir  Speisialta,  Gabrielle  Collins, 
Cúntóir  Pearsanta,  mar  Chomhairleoir 
Speisialta  don  Cheann  Comhairle,  Seán  Ó 
Bairéad  Uasal,  T.D.,  le  héifeacht  ón  4 
Aibreán,  2011,  de  bhun  alt  19(4)(a)  de  na 
hAchtanna  um Eitic  in  Oifigí  Poiblí,  1995 
agus 2001.

4)  Statement  in  writing  of  the  terms  and 
conditions  (contract)  under  which  Special 
Adviser,  Gabrielle  Collins,  Personal 
Assistant, acts or acted as a Special Adviser 
to  the  Ceann Comhairle,  Mr.  Sean Barrett, 
T.D.,  with  effect  from  4  April,  2011, 
pursuant to section 19(4)(a) of the Ethics in 
public office acts 1995 and 2001.

5) Ráiteas i scríbhinn maidir leis na téarmaí 
agus  na  coinníollacha  (conradh)  faoina 
ngníomhaíonn  nó  faoinar  ghníomhaigh  an 
Comhairleoir Speisialta, Jaci Power, Cúntóir 
Pearsanta, mar Chomhairleoir Speisialta don 
Cheann Comhairle,  Seán  Ó Bairéad  Uasal, 
T.D., le héifeacht ón 9 Márta, 2011, de bhun 
alt  19(4)(a)  de  na  hAchtanna  um Eitic  in 
Oifigí Poiblí, 1995 agus 2001.

5)  Statement  in  writing  of  the  terms  and 
conditions  (contract)  under  which  Special 
Adviser, Jaci Power, Personal Assistant, acts 
or acted as a Special Adviser to the Ceann 
Comhairle,  Mr.  Sean  Barrett,  T.D.,  with 
effect  from  9  March,  2011,  pursuant  to 
section 19(4)(a) of the Ethics in public office 
acts 1995 and 2001.

6) Ráiteas i scríbhinn maidir leis na téarmaí 
agus  na  coinníollacha  (conradh)  faoina 
ngníomhaíonn  nó  faoinar  ghníomhaigh  an 
Comhairleoir  Speisialta,  Donal  Lowry, 
Rúnaí  Pearsanta,  mar  Chomhairleoir 
Speisialta  don  Cheann  Comhairle,  Seán  Ó 
Bairéad Uasal, T.D., le héifeacht ón 9 Márta, 
2011, de bhun alt 19(4)(a) de na hAchtanna 
um Eitic in Oifigí Poiblí, 1995 agus 2001.

6)  Statement  in  writing  of  the  terms  and 
conditions  (contract)  under  which  Special 
Adviser,  Donal  Lowry,  Personal  Secretary, 
acts  or  acted  as  a  Special  Adviser  to  the 
Ceann  Comhairle,  Mr.  Sean  Barrett,  T.D., 
with effect from 9 March, 2011, pursuant to 
section 19(4)(a) of the Ethics in public office 
acts 1995 and 2001.

Neamhreachtúil: Non-Statutory:

1)  An  tÚdarás  um  Bóithre  Náisiúnta. 
Leithrannta  Deontas  d’Údaráis  Áitiúla  le 
haghaidh Bóithre Náisiúnta, 2012.

1)  National  Roads  Authority.  Grant 
Allocations to Local Authorities for National 
Roads, 2012.

2)  An Phríomh-Oifig  Staidrimh.  Mná agus 
Fir in Éirinn, 2011.

2)  Central  Statistics  Office.  Women  and 
Men in Ireland, 2011.

3) Tithe an Oireachtais. An Comhchoiste um 
Chomhshaol, Iompar, Cultúr agus Gaeltacht. 

3)  Houses  of  the  Oireachtas.  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Environment,  Transport, 
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Tuarascáil  maidir  le  Rannchuidiú  an 
Chomhchoiste  leis  an  gCoimisiún  Eorpach 
ar a Thogra le haghaidh Rialacháin maidir le 
treoirlínte  Aontais  chun  an  Gréasán  Tras-
Eorpach  Iompair  a  fhorbairt,  Com  (2011) 
650. Eanáir, 2012.

Culture  and  the  Gaeltacht.  Report  on  the 
Joint  Committee's  Contribution  to  the 
European Commission on its Proposal for a 
Regulation  on  Union  guidelines  for  the 
development  of  the  Trans-European 
Transport  Network,  Com  (2011)  650. 
January, 2012.
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