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Fogra i dtaobh leasu ar Thairscint : Notice of Amendment to Motion

73. “That Dail Eireann, noting with concern:

— that there are more than 46,000 adults and children on hospital waiting lists across the
country, which is 5,400 patients more than last year;

— that over 272,000 bed days were lost in 2009 due to the delayed discharge of patients;

— that 50,000 operations have been cancelled since 2007, leaving many patients waiting
in pain;

— the anguish that continues in hospital A&E departments, with an average of 300
patients on trolleys each day; and

— that no further loss of capacity can be sustained;
calls on the Government to:
— ensure that there are no further reductions to frontline staff or services;

— suspend the loss of frontline health services and capacity at hospitals, for example at
Clonmel, Merlin Park, Nenagh, Roscommon, Navan, Sligo, Letterkenny, Portiuncula,
Wexford, Monaghan, Ennis and Louth County; and

— immediately open the €16 million community hospital facility in Dingle, Co. Kerry.”
— James Reilly, Enda Kenny, Bernard Allen, James Bannon, Sedn Barrett, Pat
Breen, Richard Bruton, Ulick Burke, Catherine Byrne, Joe Carey, Deirdre Clune,
Paul Connaughton, Noel J. Coonan, Simon Coveney, Seymour Crawford, Michael
Creed, Lucinda Creighton, Michael D'Arcy, John Deasy, Jimmy Deenihan, Andrew
Doyle, Bernard J. Durkan, Damien English, Olwyn Enright, Frank Feighan, Charles
Flanagan, Terence Flanagan, Brian Hayes, Tom Hayes, Phil Hogan, Paul Kehoe,
Padraic McCormack, Shane McEntee, Dinny McGinley, Joe McHugh, Olivia
Mitchell, Denis Naughten, Dan Neville, Michael Noonan, Kieran O'Donnell, Fergus
O'Dowd, Jim O'Keeffe, John O'Mahony, John Perry, Michael Ring, Alan Shatter,
Tom Sheahan, P. J. Sheehan, David Stanton, Billy Timmins, Leo Varadkar.

P.T.O.



Leasu:
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “That Dail Eireann,” and substitute the following:

“in the context of the current economic challenges facing the country and the need for all
regions in the Health Service Executive (HSE) to operate efficiently with their 2010 Budget
provision:

— notes the huge improvements in recent years in the health of the Irish population,
including the increase in life expectancy to 76.8 years for males and 81.6 years for
females, increased survival rates for conditions such as breast and prostate cancer and
reduced mortality from cardiovascular diseases, including strokes;

— notes the decrease in hospital infection rates of over 40% between 2006 and 2009;
— recognises that Ireland has one of the lowest infant mortality rates in the world,

— welcomes the endorsement from the European Union on being ranked 2nd in Europe
in quality palliative care;

— notes the very real progress in cancer screening and the fact that 122,000 women were
given free breast cancer screening and 285,000 women had free cervical cancer
screening last year;

— welcomes the fact that the HSE will deliver fully on the key areas of activity promised
in its service plan for 2010, including 540,000 in-patient treatments, 689,000 day
cases and 3.4 million out patient attendances, 1.1 million emergency department
attendances, over 9,500 home care packages and home help to 54,500 people;

— notes that the number of patients treated is a better indicator of the level of service
provided than the number of beds available;

— welcomes the very positive impact of the Fair Deal scheme on the affordability of
nursing home care for the 15,500 people that have applied for it and its positive
impact on the problem of delayed discharges which has decreased by 30% since last
year;

— welcomes the fact that data indicates that a significant majority of patients attending
emergency departments are treated and discharged or admitted within the maximum
waiting target of 6 hours;

— recognises that in these challenging times, the opportunity through the Croke Park
agreement of introducing modern work practices, flexibility and deployment
maximises the care available to patients;

— rejects misleading claims about the cancellation of operations which take no account
of normal postponements for clinical reasons and the fact that hospitals arrange to
reschedule patients’ admissions for the earliest possible date;

— welcomes the appointment of national clinical leaders in many medical specialties
such as neurology, diabetes and stroke, who will determine how best to provide
services which will give patients the best chance of a good outcome;

— rejects inaccurate claims about in-patient waiting lists and welcomes the fact that the
average waiting time for elective treatment is now just 2.6 months, down from
between two and five years in 2002; and

— pledges its continuing support to the Government in its work to provide a safe, fair
and cost effective service for all.” — An tAdire Sldinte agus Leanai.



