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10.30 a.m.

ORD GNÓ
ORDER OF BUSINESS

9a. Tairiscint maidir le Tuaisceart Éireann.
Motion re Northern Ireland.

3. An Bille Toghcháin (Leasú) 2009 — Ordú don Dara Céim.
Electoral (Amendment) Bill 2009 — Order for Second Stage.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

49. (l) Tairiscint maidir le Dífhostaíocht (atógáil).
(a) Motion re Unemployment (resumed).

P.T.O.
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I dTOSACH GNÓ PHOIBLÍ 
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

Billí a thionscnamh : Initiation of  Bills

Tíolactha:
Presented:

3. An Bille Toghcháin (Leasú) 2009 — Ordú don Dara Céim.
Electoral (Amendment) Bill 2009 — Order for Second Stage.

Bille  dá  ngairtear  Acht  do  rialáil 
caiteachais ag páirtithe polaitíochta agus ag 
iarrthóirí; do leasú an Achta um Thoghcháin 
Áitiúla  (Síntiúis  agus  Caiteachas  a 
Nochtadh)  1999;  do  leasú  an  Achta  um 
Thruailliú  ó  Bhruscar  1997;  agus  do 
dhéanamh socrú i dtaobh nithe gaolmhara.

Bill  entitled  an  Act  to  regulate 
expenditure  by  political  parties  and 
candidates;  to  amend  the  Local  Elections 
(Disclosure  of  Donations  and  Expenditure) 
Act 1999; to amend the Litter Pollution Act 
1997; and to provide for related matters.

—An tAire Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Áitiúil.

Fógraí Tairisceana: Notices of Motions

 9a. “Go ndéanann Dáil Éireann: That Dáil Éireann:

— dúnmharú  an  tSásaire  Mark  Quinsey 
agus  an  tSásaire  Cengiz  Azimkar  in 
Aontroim,  agus  an  Chonstábla  Stephen 
Carroll  in  Craigavon,  chomh maith  leis 
na  díobhálacha  a  rinneadh  do  dhaoine 
eile  sna  hionsaithe  sin,  a  cháineadh  go 
hiomlán;

— utterly condemns the murders of Sapper 
Mark  Quinsey  and  Sapper  Cengiz 
Azimkar  in  Antrim,  and  of  Constable 
Stephen Carroll in Craigavon, as well as 
the  injuries  inflicted  on others  in  those 
attacks;

— a  fíor-chomhbhrón  a  chur  in  iúl  do 
theaghlaigh,  do  chairde  agus  do 
chomhghleacaithe na ndaoine a maraíodh 
agus a gortaíodh;

— expresses  its  deepest  sympathies  to  the 
families,  friends  and  colleagues  of  the 
dead and injured;

— a  dhearbhú  nach  bhfuair  na  grúpaí  atá 
freagrach  sna  huafáis  seo  aon  sainordú 
ná  tacaíocht  in  aon chor  ó  mhuintir  na 
hÉireann;

— affirms  that  the  groups  responsible  for 
these  atrocities  have  no  mandate  or 
support  whatsoever  from  the  Irish 
people;

— a  tacaíocht  iomlán  do  Sheirbhís 
Póilíneachta  Thuaisceart  Éireann  agus 
don Gharda Síochána a athdhearbhú ina 
n-iarrachtaí na daoine a rinne na droch-
choireanna seo a ghabháil agus na grúpaí 
a d'eagraigh iad a chomhrac;

— reaffirms its unequivocal support for the 
Police  Service  of  Northern  Ireland  and 
the  Garda  Síochána  in  their  efforts  to 
apprehend the perpetrators of  these evil 
crimes  and  to  combat  the  groups  who 
organised them;

— seasamh gualainn ar ghualainn le Rialtas 
na hÉireann agus le Rialtas na Breataine, 
le  Céad-Aire  agus  LeasChéad-Aire 
Thuaisceart  Éireann,  le  comhaltaí 
Fheidhmeannacht  agus  Thionól 
Thuaisceart  Éireann,  le  hionadaithe 
daonlathacha  agus  le  muintir  uile  an 

— stands united together with the Irish and 
British  Governments,  the  First  and 
deputy  First  Minister  of  Northern 
Ireland,  the  members  of  the  Northern 
Ireland  Executive  and  Assembly, 
democratic  representatives  and  all  the 
people  of  this  island,  and  friends  of 
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oileáin seo, agus le cairde na hÉireann ar 
fud  an  domhain,  agus  lán-tacaíocht  á 
tabhairt  aici  do na forais  dhaonlathacha 
agus  í  go  hiomlán  i  gcoinne  iarrachtaí 
foréigneacha chun próiseas na síochána a 
lagú; agus 

Ireland around the world, in full support 
of  the  democratic  institutions  and  in 
absolute opposition to violent attempts to 
undermine the peace process; and

— a  bheartú  go  mbeidh  sí  daingean  ina 
seasamh maidir le mian dhaonlathach an 
phobail chun cónaí le chéile go síochánta 
a chosaint.  

— resolves to remain steadfast in upholding 
the democratic will of the people to live 
together in peace.”

—An Taoiseach, Enda Kenny, Eamon Gilmore, An tAire Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus 
Rialtais Áitiúil, Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Tairscint (atógáil) (1 ur. 30 n. fágtha):
Motion (resumed) (1 hr. 30 m. remaining):

49. “That Dáil Éireann:

notes with alarm:

— the  catastrophic  increase  in  unemployment  levels  that  have  seen  200,000  people 
added  to  the  live  register  since  the  general  election  in  May  2007,  and  the 
acknowledgement by the Taoiseach that the numbers were likely to exceed 450,000 
this year;

— that the cost to the Exchequer of these additional numbers has been €4 billion in terms 
of  extra  social  welfare  payments  and  income  tax  foregone,  before  the  cost  of 
secondary benefits or the loss of spending power are factored in;

— the  devastation  being  caused  to  individual  families,  local  communities  and  the 
potential social damage of the return of mass unemployment; and

— the failure of the Minister for Social and Family Affairs to ensure that facilities are in  
place to cope with the huge additional numbers who have now to sign-on and claim 
the benefits to which they are entitled with dignity;

deplores the failure of the Government to treat the unemployment situation with the seriousness 
it deserves and the lack of action to create new jobs and protect existing employment; and

calls on the Government to produce a national jobs plan designed, in particular, to stem current 
job losses and to provide educational and retraining opportunities for those who have lost their 
jobs, which should include:

— an earn and learn scheme which would allow people to combine short time working 
with education or training;

— a  reduction  in  the  lead-in  time  for  eligibility  for  the  Back  to  Work  Enterprise 
Allowance and the Back to Education Allowance;

— an improvement in access to Community Employment and Jobs Initiative Schemes;

— measures to ensure that every school leaver who finishes school next summer has the 

P.T.O.
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option of work experience, training or further education;

— the  provision  of  better  opportunities  for  career  breaks  and  flexible  work  options, 
underpinned by legislation;

— a substantial  programme of  investment  in  skills,  further  education  and  retraining, 
including a greater role for the Institutes of Technology in this area and an increase in 
the number of places available under the Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme 
(currently capped at 5,000) and the use of vacant places in universities and colleges;

— the lifting of the ‘cap’ on the enrolments to courses in colleges of further education; 
and

— the provision of adequate facilities at social welfare and community welfare offices 
and the proper scheduling of appointments so that people are treated with dignity and 
that the practice of having to queue outdoors for long periods is ended.” — Róisín 
Shortall,  Willie  Penrose,  Eamon Gilmore,  Joan Burton,  Emmet  Stagg,  Thomas P.  
Broughan,  Joe  Costello,  Michael  D.  Higgins,  Brendan  Howlin,  Ciarán  Lynch,  
Kathleen  Lynch,  Liz  McManus,  Brian  O'Shea,  Jan  O'Sullivan,  Ruairí  Quinn,  Pat  
Rabbitte, Seán Sherlock, Joanna Tuffy, Mary Upton, Jack Wall.

[10 March, 2009]
Leasú (atógáil):
Amendment(resumed):

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“recognises:

— the increase in the number of people signing on the live register  and the need for 
jobseekers payments to be processed as speedily as possible;

— the fiscal challenge that this poses to the Exchequer; and

— the difficulties that the current economic situation poses for the unemployed and their 
families;

commends the Government for:

— the range of process improvement initiatives that have been introduced to facilitate 
speedier claim processing of jobseekers payments;

— putting in place the necessary resources to ensure that claims for jobseekers payments 
are processed quickly;

— the resources provided for the Back to Education Allowance and the Back to Work 
Enterprise Allowance under the NDP;

— its commitment to ensuring that those who claim a jobseekers payment are treated in a 
dignified manner; and

— the measures it is putting in place to ensure that those who become unemployed are 
given effective  employment  services  and training supports  to assist  their  return to 
employment including:

— the increase in jobsearch services capacity from 6,500 per month to at least 
12,250 per month;

— the launch of 51,000 new training places under the FÁS Training Initiatives 
Strategy which brings to 78,000 the total short training course places under 
the Bridging Foundation Training, Specific Skills Training and Traineeship 
Programmes;
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— the  establishment  of  a  training  fund  to  provide  a  timely  response  to 
identified training and retraining needs for low skilled and redundant craft 
workers from the construction sector;

— the  development  of  retraining  opportunities  for  redundant  construction 
workers in emerging areas such as the installation of energy efficient and 
renewable  technologies,  environmental  activity,  and  compliance  and 
regulatory work;

— the development  of  a  series  of  actions  to  facilitate  over  2,200 redundant 
apprentices completing their studies; and

— the  substantial  support  given  to  community  employment  schemes,  which 
give people employment experience to assist their return to the open labour 
market;

— the  work it  is  involved  in  with  the  social  partners  to  encourage  flexible  working 
arrangements;

— the increased investment in higher education to €2000 million in 2008, an increase of 
135% since 1997, and which is supporting participation by over 170,000 learners;

— the  introduction  of  the  multi-annual  Strategic  Innovation  Fund  (SIF)  for  higher 
education which has been a major catalyst in introducing more flexible and innovative 
approaches to the delivery of programmes responsive to the needs of industry and to 
an increasingly diverse group of learners;

— the  establishment  of  a  new legislative  framework  for  the  Institute  of  Technology 
sector which is facilitating new approaches to upskilling or reskilling those who may 
either  be  a  long  time  out  of  the  formal  education  system,  or  who  do  not  have 
qualifications in areas where job opportunities may develop;

— the increased investment in further education to €414 million in 2008, an increase of 
over 400% since 1997;

— the access to learning opportunities in further education provided to some 145,000 
learners in 2008, an increase of 95,000 over 1997;

— the introduction of the Back to Education Initiative which, with its emphasis on part-
time provision, enables learners to combine a return to education and training with 
family, work and other responsibilities; and

— supporting the ongoing efforts of the Industrial Development Agencies and the City 
and County Enterprise Boards both in promoting new investment and job creation and 
in  sustaining  the  maximum number  of  jobs  in  their  existing  clients  during  these 
difficult times.” — An Tánaiste agus Aire Fiontar, Trádála agus Fostaíochta.

TEACHTAIREACHTAÍ ÓN RIALTAS 
 MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNMENT

An Bille fán Scéim um Thacaíocht Tithe Banaltrais 2008.
Nursing Homes Support Scheme Bill 2008.

For the purpose of Article 17.2 of the Constitution, the Government recommend that it is 
expedient  to  authorise  such  payments  out  of  moneys provided  by the  Oireachtas  as  are 
necessary to give effect to any Act of the present session to provide for the establishment of 
a scheme to be known as the Nursing Homes Support Scheme under which financial support 

P.T.O.
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may be made available to persons in respect of long-term residential care services out of 
resources  allocated  to  the  Health  Service  Executive  for  the  purposes  of  the  Scheme,  to 
provide for the amendment of the Health Act 1970, to provide for the amendment of the 
Health (Nursing Homes) Act 1990, to provide for the amendment of the Courts and Court 
Officers Act 1995, to provide for the amendment of the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
Board (Establishment) Order 2004 and to provide for related matters.

Given on this 6th day of March, 2009

(Signed) Brian Cowen, 
An Taoiseach.

MEMORANDA

Dé Céadaoin, 11 Márta, 2009
Wednesday, 11th March, 2009

Cruinniú  den  Chomhchoiste  ar  an  mBunreacht  i  Seomra  Coiste  3,  TL2000,  ar  9.30  a.m. 
(príobháideach).

Meeting of the Joint Committee on the Constitution in Committee Room 3, LH2000, at 9.30 
a.m. (private).

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Chumarsáid, Fuinneamh agus Acmhainní Nádúrtha i Seomra 
Coiste 1, TL2000, ar 9.45 a.m.

Meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Communications,  Energy  and  Natural  Resources  in 
Committee Room 1, LH2000, at 9.45 a.m.

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Fhiontair, Trádáil agus Fostaíocht i Seomra Coiste 4, TL2000, 
ar 10 a.m.

Meeting of the Joint Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment in Committee Room 4, 
LH2000, at 10 a.m.

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Thalmhaíocht, Iascach agus Bia i Seomra Coiste 2, TL2000, 
ar 11 a.m. (príobháideach).

Meeting of the Joint Committee on Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in Committee Room 2, 
LH2000, at 11 a.m. (private).

Cruinniú  den  Chomhchoiste  um  Airgeadas  agus  an  tSeirbhís  Phoiblí  i  Seomra  Coiste  2, 
TL2000, ar 2 p.m.

Meeting of the Joint Committee on Finance and the Public Service in Committee Room 2, 
LH2000, at 2 p.m.

Cruinniú  den  Chomhchoiste  um Ghnóthaí  Ealaíon,  Spóirt,  Turasóireachta,  Pobail,  Tuaithe 
agus Gaeltachta i Seomra Coiste 4, TL2000, ar 2.30 p.m.

Meeting of the Joint  Committee on Arts,  Sport,  Tourism, Community, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs in Committee Room 4, LH2000, at 2.30 p.m.
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Cruinniú den Fhochoiste  maidir  leis  na hArdleibhéil  Féinmharaithe  i  Sochaí  na hÉireann i 
Seomra Coiste 3, TL2000, ar 3 p.m.

Meeting of the Sub-Committee on High Level of Suicide in Irish Society in Committee Room 
3, LH2000, at 3 p.m.

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste um Iompar i Seomra Coiste 1, TL2000, ar 3.45 p.m.
Meeting of the Joint Committee on Transport in Committee Room 1, LH2000, at 3.45 p.m.

Cruinniú den Chomhchoiste  um an Leasú Bunreachta  maidir  le  Leanaí  i  Seomra Coiste  2, 
TL2000, ar 5 p.m. (príobháideach).

Meeting of the Joint Committee on the Constitutional Amendment on Children in Committee 
Room 2, LH2000, at 5 p.m. (private).

SCRÍBHINNÍ A LEAGADH FAOI BHRÁID NA DÁLA 
 DOCUMENTS LAID BEFORE THE DÁIL

Neamhreachtúil: Non-Statutory:

An  tOrdú  um  an  Acht  Airgeadais  2007 
(Tosach  Feidhme  Alt  51  (1))  2009  (I.R. 
Uimh. 68 de 2009).

Finance  Act  2007  (Commencement  of 
Section  51 (1)  Order  2009 (S.I.  No.  68 of 
2009).

P.T.O.
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