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Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairscint : Notice of Amendment to Motion

61.  “That Dáil Éireann:

expressing its serious concern at:

— the huge increase in the numbers on social  housing lists which have jumped from 
43,700 to nearly 60,000, an increase of more than 30% in just three years;

— the  continuing  problem  of  homelessness,  with  an  estimated  5,000  experiencing 
homelessness at any one time;

— the worrying increase in the number of repossession orders for family homes being 
sought in the courts;

— the need for the proper implementation of an inspection regime regarding housing 
standards in the rental sector;

— the  ongoing  difficulties  faced  by  many residents  in  both  apartments  and  housing 
estates as a result of the unregulated operation of management companies; and

— the failure of the Government to honour the commitment contained in the Programme 
for Government to expand delivery of social and affordable housing options to meet 
the needs of 90,000 households;

calls on the Government to:

— take steps to ensure that, where possible, existing, unsold housing units are secured 
for purposes of social housing;

— approve the construction of an additional 10,000 social housing units each year for 
the next three years;

— make  Rent  Supplement  (RS)  more  employment  friendly  by  bringing  means 
assessment into line with differential rent schemes;

— enhance families’ access to the rental accommodation scheme;

— adequately  resource  and fully  implement,  ‘The  Way Home’,  a  strategy to  address 
adult homelessness;

— negotiate  a  new  code  of  practice  with  the  financial  institutions  providing  for  a 
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moratorium on repossession orders for family homes during the current recession;

— amend the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 to provide for the creation of a national 
inspection regime regarding housing standards  in  the  rental  sector,  along with the 
establishment  of  effective  and  efficient  timeframes  in  which  disputes  should  be 
resolved;

— publish as a matter of urgency a Bill, based on the draft provided by the Law Reform 
Commission,  aimed  at  reforming  the  law  on  multi-unit  developments  including 
apartment developments;

— strengthen the powers of local authorities to deal with anti-social behaviour; and

— broaden the terms of the current tenant purchase scheme along with allowing local 
authority  tenants  the  right  to  buy  their  apartments.”  —  Ciarán  Lynch,  Eamon 
Gilmore, Joan Burton, Emmet Stagg, Thomas P. Broughan, Joe Costello, Michael D.  
Higgins,  Brendan  Howlin,  Kathleen  Lynch,  Liz  McManus,  Brian  O'Shea,  Jan  
O'Sullivan,  Willie  Penrose,  Ruairí  Quinn,  Pat  Rabbitte,  Seán  Sherlock,  Róisín  
Shortall, Joanna Tuffy, Mary Upton, Jack Wall, Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Caoimhghín Ó 
Caoláin, Martin Ferris, Arthur Morgan.

Leasú: 
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“welcomes:

— the  comprehensive  and  ambitious  modern  housing  policy  framework  set  out  in 
Delivering Homes, Sustaining Communities, and the continuing substantial progress 
made in implementing its programme of policy reforms and improvements in housing 
services  and  their  delivery,  to  be  underpinned  by  the  Housing  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Bill 2008;

— the achievement of  the 9,000 social  housing ‘starts’  target  under Towards 2016 in 
2007 and the continued high level of activity which will deliver in excess of 9,000 
social housing completions in 2008;

— the significant  overall  progress  made in  2007 when the  needs  of  a  record  18,300 
households  were  met  through  the  range  of  housing  programmes  in  place,  a  very 
credible first step towards achieving the National Development Plan target of meeting 
the needs of an average of 20,000 households per annum over the 7-year period of the 
Plan;

— the substantial increase in the delivery of affordable housing to over 3,500 units in 
2007, with an output of over 4,000 anticipated for 2008, and proposed new options for 
the  more  efficient  and  equitable  delivery  of  affordable  housing  announced  in  the 
context of Budget 2009;

— the  publication  of  an  ambitious  new  homeless  strategy,  The  Way  Home,  which, 
building  on  strong  progress  made  under  previous  strategies,  sets  out  a  vision  for 
addressing adult homelessness over the next five years, and reflects the Government’s 
commitment to addressing homelessness in a comprehensive and coordinated manner;

— the introduction of a revised suite of housing adaptation grants for older people and 
people with a disability to provide a more targeted and integrated response to their 
housing needs;

— the  progress  made  in  implementing  the  second  round  of  local  authority  traveller 
accommodation programmes, with some 1156 traveller families accommodated under 
the programmes up to end 2007;

— the recently approved range of measures which significantly improve the standards for 



rented accommodation, the doubling of funding for inspections by local authorities 
between 2005 and 2007 and the achievement of a 42% increase  in  the number of 
inspections carried out in 2007 compared with 2006;

— the  significant  changes  made  to  means  testing  under  rent  supplement  to  provide 
greater incentives for recipients to take up employment; and

— the clear and focused response of the Government to unprecedented conditions in the 
financial  and housing markets  by developing the  new Home Choice  loan to  assist 
prospective first time buyers affected by the credit crunch, the provision of improved 
mortgage interest  relief  arrangements  for  first  time buyers,  and  the  availability  of 
effective supports for existing home owners having difficulties in meeting mortgage 
repayments;

notes  the  outcome  of  the  Financial  Regulator’s  examination  of  procedures  for  handling 
mortgage  arrears  and  repossessions  across  credit  institutions  and  other  mortgage  lenders, 
including the findings that lenders generally have procedures in place which clearly state that 
the repossession of a residential property is a last resort, borne out by the limited numbers of 
repossessions secured through court orders, and the issuing, by the Regulator, of best practice 
guidance prepared on foot of its examination; and

welcoming the Government’s clear prioritisation of housing through the provision of almost 
€1.66 billion in funding for 2009 across the range of social and affordable housing programmes 
and the strong focus in prioritising the needs of the most disadvantaged households within the 
overall allocation, supports the Government’s key objectives for 2009 to:

— continue the strong momentum towards meeting our commitments in Towards 2016 
and our longer-term goals under the National Development Plan, including meeting 
social housing needs through long-term leasing of available private accommodation 
and through a substantial expansion of the number of households transferring to the 
Rental Accommodation Scheme;

— complete  the  implementation  plan  for  the  new  homeless  strategy  and  roll  out  a 
comprehensive  implementation  agenda,  supported  by  funding  which  is  being 
increased by 5% in 2009;

— complete and publish a national housing policy for people with a disability;

— ensure the adoption of new 5-year Traveller Accommodation programmes by all local 
authorities;

— roll out a programme of ‘Towards Carbon Neutral’ demonstration projects, commence 
a House Condition Survey of the local authority rented stock and progress a number 
of pilot retrofitting projects as part of an overall strategy for modernising the building 
and energy standards of the public housing stock;

— complete the passage of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill  2008 through 
the Oireachtas, including the introduction of provisions in relation to the prevention 
and reduction of anti-social behaviour in the local authority housing stock, and the 
extension of the Tenant Purchase Scheme to local authority flats;

— complete the implementation of the new standards regime for rented accommodation 
and continue the programme of strengthening the local authority enforcement regime; 
extend  the  range  of  supports  for  home  ownership  through  commencement  of  the 
Home Choice Loan Scheme on 1 January 2009, introduction of revised arrangements 
for affordable home purchases and the roll-out of the Incremental Purchase Scheme;

— bring  forward  legislative  proposals  in  response  to  the  Law Reform Commission’s 
Report on Multi-Unit Developments; and

— keep the mortgage market under review, having regard to the information available 

P.T.O.



from the Financial  Regulator  and the  banking sector,  to ensure  that  households  in 
difficulty with mortgage repayments receive fair treatment by mortgage lenders and 
can  continue  to  avail  of  financial  assistance  under  the  Supplementary  Welfare 
Allowance  system,  where  necessary.”  —  An tAire  Comhshaoil,  Oidhreachta  agus 
Rialtais Áitiúil.


