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GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendment to Motion

50. “That Dáil Éireann:

— recognises that Ireland does not have a national strategy to combat energy poverty;

— notes that a total of 227,000 households experience some degree of energy poverty;

— notes the worrying incidence of winter mortality in Ireland; and

— notes that:

— from  June  2000  to  September  2008  household  electricity  prices  have 
increased by 134%;

— Ireland  has  among the  highest  energy prices  in  the  EU,  added to  by the 
recent rise of 17.5% (September 2008) in electricity costs and a 20% rise in  
gas prices (September 2008);

— the  Commission  for  Energy  Regulation  is  actively  considering  further 
electricity and gas price increases for January 2009; and

— the price of home heating oil has risen dramatically in recent years;

— notes with concern that the fuel allowance granted by the Government has not risen to 
take account of unprecedented rises in energy prices;

— recognises  that  low  income  housing,  in  particular,  is  often  sub-standard,  poorly 
insulated  and  energy  inefficient,  and  therefore  requires  significant  upgrading  of 
insulation as a priority measure;

— notes the positive impact that increased energy conservation would have on reducing 
Ireland’s green house gas emissions in addition to taking families out of fuel poverty; 
and

— notes with concern that Ireland’s unit network cost is approximately double than the 
UK;

calls on the Government to:

— develop and publish a national  strategy to address energy poverty, with a specific 
focus on conservation, pricing and income support with a targeted approach and a 
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timeframe for delivery; and

— to consider the following initiatives when developing a national strategy on energy 
poverty:

— develop  a  joint  energy market  with  the  UK with  further  integration  with 
France and mainland Europe;

— amend legislation to allow the Commission for Energy Regulation to set the 
maximum price as apposed to the set price;

— reform  the  public  consultation  process  of  the  Commission  for  Energy 
Regulation in advance of any future price hikes to include public hearings 
and Oireachtas Committee hearings at which consumers, representatives of 
vulnerable  citizens  and  the  energy  companies  can  debate  the  issues 
surrounding a price increase;

— order an independent revaluation of energy transmission assets;

— reform the methodology used to calculate the price of gas in advance of the 
Corrib gas field and liquefied natural gas (LNG) plant in Shannon coming 
on-stream; and

— allow the  Government  to  recoup unearned  windfall  profits  of  up  to  €1.5 
billion  from  energy  generators  (2008  –  2012)  raised  from  their  free 
allocation of carbon allowances and use this fund to alleviate fuel poverty.” 
—  Simon  Coveney,  Olwyn  Enright,  Enda  Kenny,  Bernard  Allen,  James 
Bannon, Seán Barrett, Pat Breen, Richard Bruton, Ulick Burke, Catherine  
Byrne,  Joe  Carey,  Deirdre  Clune,  Paul  Connaughton,  Noel  J.  Coonan,  
Seymour  Crawford,  Michael  Creed,  Lucinda  Creighton,  Michael  D'Arcy,  
John Deasy, Jimmy Deenihan, Andrew Doyle, Bernard J. Durkan, Damien  
English,  Frank  Feighan,  Charles  Flanagan,  Terence  Flanagan,  Brian  
Hayes, Tom Hayes, Phil Hogan, Paul Kehoe, Pádraic McCormack, Shane  
McEntee, Dinny McGinley, Joe McHugh, Olivia Mitchell, Denis Naughten,  
Dan  Neville,  Michael  Noonan,  Kieran  O'Donnell,  Fergus  O'Dowd,  Jim 
O'Keeffe,  John O'Mahony,  John Perry,  James Reilly,  Michael  Ring, Alan  
Shatter,  Tom Sheahan,  P. J.  Sheehan,  David Stanton,  Billy  Timmins,  Leo  
Varadkar.

Leasú: 
Amendment:

1. To delete all words after 'Dáil Éireann' and substitute the following:

“recognising that:

— on-going volatility in energy prices is an EU wide problem with the EU being the 
largest importer and second largest consumer of energy in the world and that some 
Member States have substantial indigenous energy resources unlike Ireland;

— natural gas and oil are internationally traded commodities and Ireland is essentially a 
price taker;

— global fuel costs are the single greatest cost component in determining electricity and 
gas prices in Ireland;

— improving  energy  efficiency  has  been  widely  agreed  internationally  as  a  key 
mechanism  to  off-set  energy  price  rises,  enhance  security  of  supply  and  reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions;

— increasing  the  contribution  of  renewable  energy  in  the  Irish  fuel  mix  is  the  best 
protection against further fossil fuel price rises; and



— rising energy prices further underline the imperative for the Government’s range of 
targeted measures to mitigate potential impacts for those on low incomes;

commends the Government for:

— its  commitment  to  delivering  on  energy  policy  priorities,  including  on-going 
investment  in  energy  infrastructure,  ambitious  targets  for  renewable  energy,  a 
substantive increase in energy efficiency, the national roll-out of smart meters and the 
continued opening up of gas and electricity markets  to competition,  with resultant 
benefits to business and domestic consumers;

— its commitment to a cohesive and coordinated approach to energy affordability issues 
overseen by an inter-Departmental/Agency/Energy Utilities Group established earlier 
this summer;

— its commitment to 358,000 pensioners and other households by providing over €170 
million via improvements to  the  fuel  allowance and smokeless  fuel  supplement in 
2008 which help towards their heating, light and cooking costs throughout the year;

— its  continued  commitment  to  the  warmer  homes  scheme,  which  has  supported 
community-based  organisations  to  provide  nearly  18,000  energy  efficiency 
improvements in low-income households over the past eight years and the doubling of 
the grant award this year;

— its commitment towards improving the quality of local authority housing through the 
initial  provision  of  €71.4  million  in  2008  towards  the  operation  of  the  housing 
adaptation grant schemes for older people and people with a disability;

— committing  €100  million  in  the  Programme  for  Government  to  domestic  energy 
efficiency and launching the home energy saving pilot programme in 2008 ahead of a 
wider rollout in 2009;

— the  power  of  one  national  energy  efficiency  awareness  campaign  which  has 
demonstrably raised consumer and business awareness and educated consumers since 
2006 about the financial and environmental benefits of energy savings;

— setting  ambitious  targets  in  electricity,  transport  and  energy  efficiency  reflecting 
European Union targets;

— its  commitment  to  the  development  of  European  regional  energy  markets, 
underpinned by the on-going delivery to schedule of the east west and north south 
electricity interconnectors, and building on the successful introduction, in partnership 
with the Northern Ireland authorities,  of the all-island single electricity market and 
current development of common arrangements for gas;

— its  policy  of  mitigating  our  exposure  to  volatile  international  fuel  prices  through 
enhanced  fuel  diversity,  including  new  supports  for  renewable  generation  and 
indigenous supply sources;

— support to householders of more than €45 million to date to fund the installation of 
renewable heating projects in over 30,000 homes under the greener homes scheme; 
and

— amending the building regulations to ensure that all new domestic dwellings are 40% 
more energy efficient;

notes the:

— Commission for  Energy Regulation’s  (CER) wide-ranging mandate  which includes 
protecting the  interests  of  energy consumers,  particularly  vulnerable  customers,  as 
well as ensuring security of energy supply and developing competition in electricity 
and gas markets;
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— actions  taken  by  the  CER to  cushion  the  impact  on  consumers  of  unprecedented 
volatility in international fuel price increases, including the agreement by the CER 
with the ESB, in the context of the interim price increase from 1 September, on the 
provision of a rebate of €300 million for all electricity customers, thereby reducing 
the impact of the next round of price increases and largely addressing the question of 
windfall gains;

— CER's approach to cost reflective tariff setting which is designed to ensure the short 
and  long-term  financial  viability  of  the  energy  sector  and  to  ensure  adequate 
investment in energy infrastructure;

— CER’s  stated  intention  to  hold  a  public  forum as  part  of  the  public  consultation 
process on the next round of the ESB and Bord Gáis Éireann (BGE) tariff decisions 
and its on-going attendance at Oireachtas Committee hearings, including a scheduled 
appearance  before  the  Joint  Committee  on  Communications,  Energy  and  Natural 
Resources on September 30th to discuss energy prices;

— major investments in critical energy infrastructure being undertaken or planned by the 
ESB in electricity distribution, by EirGrid in electricity transmission and by BGE in 
gas transportation networks, all of which are designed to ensure security of energy 
supply, underpin economic growth and enhance the delivery of renewable energy, and 
which are subject to regulatory review by the CER to ensure cost efficient delivery; 
and

— intention to review the non-domestic building regulations in 2010, which will  help 
drive  energy  efficiencies  in  the  commercial  sector.”  —  An  tAire  Cumarsáide,  
Fuinnimh agus Acmhainní Nádúrtha.


