
(Supplementary Order Paper)
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2.30 p.m.

GNÓ COMHALTAÍ PRÍOBHÁIDEACHA
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Fógra i dtaobh leasú ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendment to Motion

38. “That Dáil Éireann:

— noting the  collapse  of  five  public  private  partnerships  agreements  in  Dublin  City, 
namely St Michael’s Estate, Inchicore, Dublin 8, O’Devaney Gardens and Infirmary 
Road, Dublin 7 and Dominick Street and Sean McDermott Street, Dublin 1;

— noting that a single developer, Michael McNamara & Company was selected as the 
preferred bidder for all five projects with Dublin City Council, which are estimated at 
€1 billion;

— noting  that  the  same  developer  abandoned  plans  for  the  regeneration  of  Finglas 
Village, Dublin 11 last week;

— concerned  that  the  housing  lists  in  Dublin  have  grown  steadily  despite  the 
construction boom of the last 15 years;

— concerned that Dublin City Council has had to close its affordable housing list which 
exceeded 8,000 earlier this year because of its inability to cope with the growing list;

— concerned that  hundreds  of  families  awaiting new homes and community facilities 
now have their hopes dashed; and

— concerned  that  the  public  private  partnership  mechanism has  provided  no  risk  or 
penalty to the private developer while the local authority is left to pick up the pieces;

calls on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government:

— to take whatever steps are necessary to remove the developer from the five projects;

— to ensure that in future developers are not allowed to walk away from commitments 
entered  into  under  public  private  partnership  arrangements  without  appropriate 
sanction;

— to take direct  responsibility for funding and delivering the five long-awaited social 
and affordable housing projects;

— to meet the residents to reassure them of the Government’s commitment and good 
faith; and

P.T.O.



determines to review the State Authorities (Public Private Partnership Arrangements) Act 2002 
with a view to ensuring that the public interest is protected in future public private partnership 
agreements.”  —  Joe Costello,  Róisín  Shortall,  Mary  Upton,  Eamon Gilmore,  Joan Burton,  
Emmet  Stagg,  Thomas  P.  Broughan,  Michael  D.  Higgins,  Brendan Howlin,  Ciarán Lynch,  
Kathleen Lynch, Liz McManus, Brian O'Shea, Jan O'Sullivan, Willie Penrose, Ruairí Quinn,  
Pat Rabbitte, Seán Sherlock, Joanna Tuffy, Jack Wall.

Leasú: 
 Amendment:

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“notes:

— the  comprehensive  framework  for  the  further  development  and  modernisation  of 
housing in Ireland set out in the Government’s housing policy statement 'Delivering 
Homes, Sustaining Communities';

— the record investment of almost €9 billion in housing programmes over the last five 
years  and  the  continuing  major  investment  being  provided  under  the  National 
Development Plan 2007 to 2013;

— the  progress  made  in  the  delivery  of  social  housing,  with  completions  in  2007 
reaching their highest levels in over a decade;

— the continued increase in the delivery of affordable housing over recent years and the 
efforts currently being made by Dublin City Council to enhance its affordable housing 
application system and establish a more reliable perspective on the level of demand 
for affordable housing;

— the important role of public private partnership arrangements as one of the suite of 
approaches employed for the delivery of a range of housing programmes; and

— the capacity of  such approaches to deliver communities with households of mixed 
tenures and incomes, together with good quality social and physical  infrastructure, 
through  effective  leadership  by  the  local  authority  and  full  engagement  with  the 
communities  concerned  and  the  relevant  State,  private  and  voluntary  sector 
organisations;

shares  the  disappointment  arising  from  the  announcement  that  a  number  of  Dublin  City 
Council’s housing PPP projects are not now to proceed as originally planned;

welcomes the actions taken by Dublin City Council, as the contracting authority, to resolve the 
issues involved, with a view to progressing the projects concerned as speedily as possible, in 
close consultation with the relevant communities and Regeneration Boards; and

commends the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Minister 
of State for Housing, Urban Renewal and Developing Areas for:

— the very significant levels of financial resources they are providing to support housing 
programmes in the Dublin City Council area, including the regeneration of Ballymun, 
with some €250 million being provided in 2008 alone;

— their  clearly stated commitment to continuing to engage actively with Dublin City 
Council  in  progressing  the  regeneration  of  the  areas  affected  by  the  recent 
announcement  and  in  ensuring  that  priority  continues  to  attach  to  meeting  the 
accommodation requirements of the affected communities; and

— their initiation of a review of the implications which the announcement in relation to 
the  Dublin  PPP  projects  concerned  may  have  for  the  approach  to  housing  PPP 
projects more generally.” — An tAire Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Áitiúil.


