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Fógra i dtaobh leasuithe ar Thairiscint : Notice of Amendments to Motion

28.   “That Dáil Éireann notes with grave concern,

the  ongoing deterioration  of  law and order  under  successive  Fianna  Fáil  led  Governments, 
particularly:

— the increase in incidents of anti-social behaviour;

— the prevalence of drug and alcohol abuse in communities;

— the proliferation of knife crime, including the recent tragic death of two Polish men in 
Dublin; and

the  consequent  fear  and  anxiety  that  the  Government’s  failure  to  tackle  effectively  such 
developments are causing within society; and

calls on the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform to:

— complete,  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  a  comprehensive  review  of  the  availability  of 
knives and offensive weapons;

— resource An Garda Síochána to mount a six month targeted operation to tackle the 
proliferation of knifes and similar offensive weapons throughout the country; and

— bring  forward  measures  and  incentives  to  facilitate  a  significant  increase  in  the 
number of  community Gardaí.” — Charles Flanagan, Enda Kenny, Richard Bruton,  
Bernard  Allen,  James  Bannon,  Seán  Barrett,  Pat  Breen,  Ulick  Burke,  Catherine  
Byrne,  Joe  Carey,  Deirdre  Clune,  Paul  Connaughton,  Noel  J.  Coonan,  Simon 
Coveney,  Seymour Crawford,  Michael Creed, Lucinda Creighton,  Michael  D'Arcy,  
John Deasy, Jimmy Deenihan, Andrew Doyle, Bernard J. Durkan, Damien English,  
Olwyn Enright,  Frank Feighan, Terence Flanagan, Tom Hayes, Brian Hayes, Phil  
Hogan,  Paul  Kehoe,  Pádraic  McCormack,  Shane  McEntee,  Dinny  McGinley,  Joe  
McHugh,  Olivia  Mitchell,  Denis  Naughten,  Dan Neville,  Michael  Noonan,  Kieran 
O'Donnell, Fergus O'Dowd, Jim O'Keeffe, John O'Mahony, John Perry, James Reilly,  
Michael  Ring,  Alan  Shatter,  Tom  Sheahan,  P.  J.  Sheehan,  David  Stanton,  Billy  
Timmins, Leo Varadkar.



Leasuithe:
Amendments: 

1. To delete all words after “Dáil Éireann” and substitute the following:

“— expresses its abhorrence of all unlawful killings and the callous disregard for human 
life shown by such killings and expresses its sympathy to the families of all who have 
had loved ones killed in this way;

— in particular  deplores  the  brutal  killing of Pawel Kalite  and Mariusz Swajkos and 
expresses  its  condolences  to  their  families  and  friends,  the  Polish  community  in 
Ireland and the people of Poland;

— condemns anti-social  behaviour  no matter  by whom perpetrated and its  effects  on 
communities and particularly on the most vulnerable;

— welcomes the policing priorities determined by the Minister for Justice, Equality and 
Law Reform for 2008, as provided for in the Garda Síochána Act 2005, and the Garda 
Policing Plan for 2008 which is based on these priorities;

— welcomes in particular the initiatives to target the use of knives and similar offensive 
weapons for violent attacks;

— notes that,  while heavy penalties already exist  for  offences involving weapons, the 
Garda Commissioner is finalising a review of the law in this area;

— welcomes  the  priority  being  given  by the  Minister  for  Justice,  Equality  and  Law 
Reform to examining key aspects of the law regarding the sale and consumption of 
alcohol  and  his  determination  to  tackle  the  public  order  aspects  of  such  sale  and 
consumption, including as necessary through the introduction of legislative proposals;

— notes  that  the  Garda  Policing Plan for  2008 includes  actions  to  proactively target 
groups and individuals involved in anti-social behaviour and identify and target local 
public order and anti-social behaviour hot-spots;

— endorses continuing implementation of the National Drugs Strategy and notes that a 
new Strategy is in the course of preparation;

— welcomes the continuing success of targeted Garda operations, including Operation 
Anvil;

— notes the unprecedented level of resources made available to An Garda Síochána by 
the Government, totalling €1.616 billion in 2008, compared to just over €0.9 billion 
five years ago;

— acknowledges  the  commitment  in  the  Programme for  Government  to  increases  in 
Garda strength, including a strength of 15,000 with a target date of 2010;

— notes  the far-reaching changes  in criminal  law introduced by the Government and 
enacted by the Oireachtas, including the Criminal Justice Acts 2006 and 2007;

— acknowledges the efforts of the Government to bring about a more effective youth 
justice system, particularly through full commencement of the Children Act 2001, and 
the establishment of the Irish Youth Justice Service;

— notes the additional resources being provided to other agencies of the criminal justice 
system, including the Irish Prisons Service;



— looks forward to the roll-out to all local authority areas of Joint Policing Committees 
in the course of this year; and

— supports the work of An Garda Síochána and other agencies of the criminal justice 
system in  dealing  with  those  who  threaten  the  rights  of  the  community  by  their 
criminal and anti-social activities.” — An tAire Dlí agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus 
Athchóirithe Dlí.

Leasú ar Leasú 1: 
Amendment to Amendment 1:

1. To delete paragraphs 4 to 15 and substitute the following:

“— believes  that  Government  failures  have resulted  in  serious  drug,  gun and knife  crime 
becoming a growing concern in all parts of the state;

— believes  central  Government,  an  Garda  Síochána,  local  authorities  and  all  relevant 
statutory bodies  must  prioritise  serious  drug,  gun and knife  crime, anti-social  or  anti-
community behaviour and domestic and sexual violence;

— is of the view that an Garda Síochána must work in full partnership with communities if 
crime is to be tackled effectively and community safety enhanced;

— calls on the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform to complete, in consultation 
with communities and as a matter of urgency, a comprehensive review of the availability 
of knives and offensive weapons;

— demands the Government resource An Garda Síochána to mount a six month targeted 
operation  to  tackle  the  proliferation  of  knifes  and  similar  offensive  weapons  in  co-
operation with the PSNI;

— demands the number of Gardaí employed full-time on community policing be increased 
and measures brought forward to address the difficulties involved in filling such positions 
with the right candidates and reversing the high turnover in this post by changing Garda 
perceptions  of  the  post  and its  status  through,  for  example,  alterations  to  the  current 
norms governing promotions and career development in an Garda Síochána;

— mandates:

 
 

— greater civilianisation of the force to free up fully-trained Gardaí;

 
 

— a more visible presence of Gardaí in the community; 

 
 

— that the resources of local Garda drugs units be at least doubled; and

 
 

— greater investment in prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and reducing the 
supply of illegal drugs.”

—Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin, Martin Ferris, Arthur Morgan. 


