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This Note gives an overview and brief analysis of how Budget 2020 will affect the money spent from the Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation Vote in 2020. Further details on how the 2020 allocation will be spent will be provided at 
Christmas when the Revised Estimates for Public Services 2020 will be published by Government. The Revised Estimates 
will be scrutinised by the select sectoral committees before being referred back to the Dáil.

Budget 2020 changes

Additional spending in 20201

•	 Current: +€9 million (+2.7%)
•	 Capital: +€12 million (+3.6%)

Of the increase of €21 million, €17 million of spending has been highlighted in Budget 2020:

Capital expenditure
 » €10 million – Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund
 » €2 million – Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) Research Centres2

Current expenditure
 » €5 million – Brexit Response (Additional funding for the Department’s Enterprise Agencies and regulatory 

bodies).

This leaves approximately €4 million in spending which will be set out in the Revised Estimates for Public Services 2020 
– to be published at Christmas.

 Programme expenditure

There are 3 programmes in Vote 32. The spending on all three programmes is being increased in 2020 (net, +€21 
million):
•	 +€5 million (+1.1%): Programme A (Jobs and Enterprise Development)
•	 +€13 million (3.3%): Programme B (Innovation)
•	 +€3 million (+3.5%): Programme C (Regulation)

1 Comparing the final allocation for 2019 with Budget 2020. 
2 SFI Research Centres attracted €158 million of research funding between 2013 and 2017 from private enterprise and 
a further €152 million from international sources. The Exchequer also contributed €111 million through other Exchequer 
sources, such as Enterprise Ireland. Source: IGEES Spending Review 2019 paper, Analysis of Science Foundation Ireland 
Research Grants (August 2019), p.2).

Business, Enterprise and Innovation – Vote 32 (2020: €971 million)

Figure 1: Vote 32: 2020 Gross Voted allocation (€ millions)
Current/Capital Breakdown
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Total increase: €21 million (+2.2%)

https://igees.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Analysis-of-Science-Foundation-Ireland-Research-Grants.pdf
https://igees.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Analysis-of-Science-Foundation-Ireland-Research-Grants.pdf
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Changes in Pay and Public Service employee numbers

Exchequer pay will rise by €6 million (+3.6%) to €173 million, and the number of employees will rise by 255 (+9.7%).

The increase in pay seems low, unless some of the projected additional staff numbers are to be recruited late in 2020.

Additional Exchequer spending in the case of a disorderly Brexit

In addition to the spending set out above, €110 million of initial funding will be made available to assist “vulnerable 
but viable” firms in adjusting to the impact of a disorderly Brexit (if that happens).3

Support will be by way of grants, loans and equity investment and includes: 
•	 €42 million - Rescue and Restructuring Fund: equity or loans via Enterprise Ireland (EI)
•	 €45 million - Transition Fund: grants, equity and loan support of up to €1m via EI
•	 €23 million – Other loans, aids, repayable grants, support and extra funding

Reviews of Existing Brexit-related support
Under the Brexit Loan Scheme (BLS) announced in Budget 2018, the Department of Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation (DBEI), with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, (DAFM) co-sponsored loans to aid 
innovation, change or adaptation to mitigate the impact of Brexit.4,5 A review of the BLS was conducted in a paper 
published in October 2018.6

Questions arising from the Budget 2020 Expenditure Report

 » When will the additional 255 staff be recruited by the Department and for what functions?
 » Will the recruitment of the additional staff proceed if there is an orderly Brexit, no Brexit or further extensions to 

Brexit?
 » What is the relationship between the existing Brexit Loan Scheme (BLS) and the additional Exchequer spending 

of €110 million outlined in Budget 2020 (disorderly Brexit)?
 » Will the IGEES review of the BLS feed into how further Brexit supports will be provided?
 » What are the criteria used to define ‘vulnerable but viable’ firms in order to allow access to additional post-Brexit 

funding?
 » What will the €4 million in undetailed spending go towards?
 » Given the robust state of the economy, and near full employment, the Department’s justification for further 

increasing vote spending should be clear.  What added value is expected to result from the increased spending in 
Budget 2020?

3 Details of allocations in the Minister’s Budget 2020 statement, and in post-budget DBEI  press release. 
4 A fund of €300 million was established, split 40:40:20 between the State (via the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland), 
the European Investment Fund, and three participating commercial banks.
5 As of September 2019, 179 loans (of 691 approved applications) amounting to €39.79 million had been sanctioned. Source: 
Parliamentary Question 36821/19.
6 IGEES Budget 2019 paper State Supported Loan Schemes: A Preliminary Analysis (October 2018).

http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2020/Documents/Budget/Financial Statement.pdf
https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2019/October/08102019.html
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2019-09-06/749/
https://igees.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/State-Supported-Loan-Schemes-A-Preliminary-Analysis.pdf

