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An Overview of the Oireachtas Library

▪ The Oireachtas Library has been serving parliamentarians since its establishment in 1924. 

▪ Our library and information services are designed to support the work of both Houses of the 
Oireachtas, Committees and individual Members. 

• Primary users

✓ Members of both Houses and political staff
✓ Committees of the Houses
✓ Staff of the Houses of the Oireachtas

• Secondary users

✓ Former Members, MEPs, other Parliamentary Libraries,
Government Departments, Librarians, Researchers, 
Academics, Legal & Financial firms and members of the 
public
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Our content : Special Collections

▪ We have almost 10,000 items dating from the late 16th

century, in a variety of formats including historical 
monographs, maps (an example is pictured on this slide) 
periodicals, cartoons, prints and pamphlets.

▪ Most of this was inherited from the British administration in  
Dublin Castle in 1924 but some additional collections were 
also acquired between 1922 and 1928.

▪ This content is of  public interest, particularly in research 
and academic communities. For example, we receive 
requests to re-use images such as cartoons and to consult 
particular items which may not be easily accessible 
elsewhere.

▪ More info about Special Collections is on the main 
Oireachtas website.

Excerpt from Speed, J. Map of the province of Munster and 
Leinster, 1610

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/visit-and-learn/history-and-buildings/historical-documents/
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Our content: Documents Laid & Official Publications

▪ Documents Laid are official documents that are formally submitted to the Houses of the Oireachtas 
in order to support the democratic process e.g. reports of Oireachtas Committees, Government 
Departments, State boards and statutory bodies.

▪ The Oireachtas Library manages the process by which documents are laid before parliament and co-
ordination with Departments and Agencies. This process was paper-based between 1922 and 2011.

▪ From 1st January 2012, an electronic submission facility was put in place for use by departments 
and agencies. 100% of all documents laid are now laid electronically before the Houses. This was a 
very important development towards creating born digital content and delivering on a digital first 
strategy.

▪ This content is of public interest (both for current and historical research) although the collection is 
primarily managed for the information of Members (TDs and Senators).



▪ A significant policy shift was introduced by our Principal Officer around 2006/7 for a ‘digital first” 

policy.

▪ A decision was made to digitize print collections in 2008 and a project was formally launched in 2009 

called the Historical Archive Restoration Project (HARP).

▪ The goal of the HARP Project was as follows:

▪ to implement a large-scale digitisation project to progress our collection development policy 

of desktop delivery (digital first policy) and to ensure the continued long-term preservation of 

select elements from within the Historical Collections

▪ There were 2 key elements :

▪ HARP C : clean, conserve and catalogue the historical collections.  

▪ HARP-D: digitise the historical documents laid and other selected elements of the collections 6

Phase 1: Creation
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Phase 1: Creation 

▪ We digitised materials based on a number of strategic objectives including:

▪ long term preservation of the unique repository of historical material, and documents laid before the 

Houses throughout the 20th century.

▪ Provision of searchable and browsable electronic access to digitised official documents to Members, 

their staff, staff of the parliament and members of the public

▪ To enhance public engagement by opening historical content that is unique, not digitised or not freely 

available in digital format elsewhere.

▪ A full tendering process was carried out and a contract awarded to a specialist Records Management 
company. The project took over a year to complete.

▪ Around 3.2 million pages were digitised and a range of file formats was created including

▪ PDF/A files

▪ OCR Text Files

▪ Metadata (XML format)
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Phase 2: Technical Transformation

▪ With the creation of digital content, a digital repository (in Archivalware) was acquired and built on an 
in-house server. 

▪ The repository was not directly searchable. Instead, users searched for and retrieved metadata for 
digital content via our traditional library online catalogue in Liberty.

▪ The Oireachtas’ strategic focus on being an open, digital and engaged parliament also helped to support 
our digital journey.

▪ In 2018, the Oireachtas launched its Digital Transformation programme, and a decision was made to 
migrate from on-premise servers to cloud-based servers. In line with this policy,  the Library procured 
a number of cloud-based library systems (Koha, Coral and Ebsco Discovery service) in 2019 and 
migrated digital content from Archivalware to a new digital repository called Knowvation.

▪ A decision was also made to provide a user search interface for digitised content via the digital library 
rather than via our traditional library online catalogue in Koha.

▪ This is an open access website and can be searched here: https://opac.oireachtas.ie/

https://opac.oireachtas.ie/
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Phase 2: Technical Transformation

▪ A new DocsLaid application (developed in-house) was launched in December 2020 as part of the 
Digital Transformation of Parliament to upgrade and improve the web interface for submission of 
digital documents 

▪ Further automation of procedural systems under the Oireachtas Digital Transformation programme 
has introduced new features such as translation of documents laid titles from English to Irish and a 
bi-lingual app to allow for usage of procedural systems in the Irish language.

▪ We have continued to digitise content, for example the digitisation of  thousands of parliamentary 
bills introduced between 1922 and 1996 which was completed in 2019.
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Phase 3: Promotion and Preservation

▪ Promotion of our digital content is also a key focus and has been driven by a number of key 
developments and events: 

▪ The creation of a specialist Special Collections Librarian post in 2018

▪ The Oireachtas’ strategic focus on being an open, digital and engaged parliament

▪ The Decade of Centenaries in Ireland (2013-2023)

▪ Sharing of content with external partners such as  Digital Repository Ireland, Europeana, and JStor.

▪ Curated events such as Treasures of the Oireachtas Library as part of Dail100 celebrations in 2019.

▪ Digital Preservation has become a key focus in recent years: 

▪ We have copied our digital content to deep preservation or glacier storage in the Amazon Web services 
cloud, and agreed an annual workflow for addition of new content

▪ This storage aims at maintaining the integrity of our digital content and preserving high resolution 
images of our digitised content

▪ We joined the Digital Preservation Coalition (DPC) as associate members in 2021

▪ In May 2022 we benchmarked our current readiness for digital preservation using DPC’s Rapid 
Assessment Model (RAM).

https://repository.dri.ie/catalog/n584bh18n
https://www.europeana.eu/en/search?view=grid&query=%22The%20Oireachtas%20Library%20%26%20Research%20Service%22
https://www.jstor.org/site/houses-of-the-oireachtas/
https://www.dail100.ie/en/oireachtas-library
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How to contact us at the Oireachtas Library

Our central telephone number and email address
▪ +00 353 1 618 4701

▪ library.and.research@oireachtas.ie

Our pages on the main Oireachtas website
▪ https://www.oireachtas.ie/library

mailto:library.and.research@oireachtas.ie
https://www.oireachtas.ie/library

