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INTRODUCTION 

Presentation:
Underscores the importance of partnerships as a

practical approach to effective evidence-informed
parliamentary policy work and scrutiny.

Contributes to the need for researcher engagement as a
mechanism for deepening evidence use in decision
making.

Noting the critical impact of the attention, demands
and rational expectations of an increasingly
enlightened citizens has on parliamentary policy work,
scrutiny and decision making hence the need for a
robust evidence use regime.
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Discussion Issue 
 Parliamentary research and library services are the

drivers of evidence use and support this through
a wide range of products on evidence synthesis.

Despite progress made in the uptake of evidence 
informed research outputs in parliaments, the supply 
side remains less engaged (Walker et al., 2019). 

This gap requires initiatives to deepen engagement 
with research institutions, the academia, think tanks 
and other stakeholders for policy work and 
parliamentary scrutiny to elicit the desired impactful 
outcomes.
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The Supply and Demand for Evidence:
 The research-to-policy context is akin to the supply and demand

side in evidence-based policy work and parliamentary scrutiny.

 Supply of evidence not matched by demand.



Approach
While there are numerous opportunities for interactions

between research and parliaments in the utilization of
evidence generated, the discourse for this paper adopted
the micro governance perspective.

The Partnerships model is advanced here as a reliable
practical approach for strengthening evidence use. The
focus is on both the supply and demand side of evidence.

 In advancing the partnerships approach, the paper draws
from the micro perspective of institutional governance from
the evidence-based policy-making models advanced by
Weyrauch et al. (2016).
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Evidence Supply Ecosystem for Parliaments 

PARLIAMENT 
Universities 
/Academia 

Government 
Ministries/Agencies  

Think Tanks 

Parliamentary 
Organizations/Net

works 

Public Participation 
e.g, petitioners, 
public hearings  
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The Evidence Uptake Challenges
 Evidence informed parliamentary policy work and 

scrutiny is replete with challenges.

 The challenges are best addressed by looking at the 
unique challenges of the demand and supply side of 
evidence.
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Engagement 
Procedures 

lack of robust engagement procedures with the supply 
side

Staff 
Capacity 

Low priority  given research and 
library services in the institutional 
capacity building and recruitment.

Research staff numbers 
are low and libraries 

inadequately equipped 

Non-partisan 
nature of 

parliamentary work 

Evidence use in the political 
context  requires an impartial 

approach to policy issues. 

May impede good evidence 
from being used to inform 

decision making. 

Competing 
priorities 

Elusive harmony in respect of research priorities of 
evidence supply chains and those of parliamentarians. 

Availability of 
data 

Mutual suspicion between the parliament and the executive.  

Politics & 
interests 

Low interest in use of evidence among parliamentarians 
which may arise from politics of the day and also interests

Information 
explosion 

Escalation of multiple online resources and platforms for 
information sharing has led to information overload.

Transition rates High turnover rates of members at every election cycle 
eroding gains made in evidence uptake

The Parliamentary (Demand Side) Challenges
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The Research (Supply Side) Challenges
The divide between research and politics:
+Association with particular political philosophies  
+Political leaders often motivated and influenced        
by many factors besides research evidence.
+Populist approach to politics Quality of evidence:

Available evidence may not 
meet the threshold for 

parliamentary policy work and 
scrutiny.

Communicating evidence –
Packaging and communicating 
research findings to fit into the 

policy making environment

Divergent research agenda 
– Conflicting  priorities between the 
funding agencies of research and the 

policy work of parliament.
- Research agenda and conclusions may 

be shaped by funding sources .  

Neutrality – Promotion 
of particular policy 
issues and ideas.



MECHANISM FOR PARTNERSHIPS IN THE PARLIAMENT OF KENYA

 The fulcrum of any approach to evidence use is a vibrant
research and library services capable of translating the evidence
into action, and a supply side keen on evidence communication.

 The Parliamentary Research Services (PRS) is a pivotal driver of
evidence use and synthesis in the Parliament of Kenya.

 An integral and pragmatic enabler for partnerships is the 
strategic direction assigned to the PRS and embedded in the 
Parliamentary Service Commission (PSC) Strategic Plan, that is: 
“forge and maintain strong networks with policy research 
institutions at national, regional and international levels”.

Other mechanisms are enshrined in the Constitution of Kenya 
which have widened the scope for engagement and enriched the 
evidence use environment in Parliament.
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The PRS has leveraged on strategic direction and  
Constitution to proactively build evidence use 
partnerships with other organizations. 

The partnerships cut through government agencies, 
research institutions, policy institutions, think tanks, 
public participation, non-state actors/civil society, and 
international organizations in the evidence use 
spectrum.  
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Milestones Achieved through the Partnerships Frameworks  

Capacity strengthening
(MPs & Researchers)

Peer-to-peer 
learning via policy 
cafes’ & reviews

Awareness raising and 
engagement on evidence: 

PRS, PC-EIDM 

Publications of evidence 
use Guidelines; Book 
chapters & journals 

Enhanced uptake of evidence 
in  committees: e.g. 

increased evidence-based 
submissions

MPs Caucus on 
evidence informed 
decision-making

Organizational incentive 
for utilizing evidence-

based analysis and 
advice
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