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Introduction  

The Forestry (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2020 (“the Bill”) proposes to amend the Agriculture 

Appeals Act 2001 in order to align the forestry licensing and appeals process with similar planning 

processes and will introduce a fee for an appeal or submission to the Forestry Appeals Committee 

(FAC).  This action is a commitment under the June 2020 Programme for Government- Our 

Shared Future. The Bill also proposes to amend the Forestry Act 2014 to provide for the 

publication of information relating to applications for licences for felling, afforestation, forest road 

works or aerial fertilisation of forests.  

Formerly called the Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill, the draft Agriculture Appeals 

(Amendment) Bill 2020 was published on 31 July for public consultation for a four-week period with 

a closing date of 28 August 2020. Due to the urgency of the Bill, the requirement for pre-legislative 

scrutiny was waived on 17 September and the Bill was published on the morning of Wednesday 23 

September. The Bill was debated in Seanad Éireann on the afternoon of Wednesday 23 

September. The Bill differs from the draft Bill published by the Department of Agriculture, Food and 

the Marine on 31 July and includes for changes made in recognition of concerns raised during 

public consultation.  

Due to the very limited time available to the L&RS between Bill publication and Second Stage 

debate, the L&RS did not publish a Bill Digest. However, the L&RS published a Bill Briefing page. 

This Note is not exhaustive, however, in conjunction with the Bill Briefing page, it aims to assist 

Members with debate on the Bill. It provides a brief background to forestry in Ireland, the particular 

issues which the Bill aims to solve and the main provisions of the Bill. 

 

 

https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2020/32/eng/initiated/b3220s.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2001/act/29/enacted/en/print.html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2001/act/29/enacted/en/print.html
https://static.rasset.ie/documents/news/2020/06/programmeforgovernment-june2020-final.pdf
https://static.rasset.ie/documents/news/2020/06/programmeforgovernment-june2020-final.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2014/act/31/enacted/en/html
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publicconsultation/DraftAgricAppealsAmdmtBill2020PublicConsultationAugust2020.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publicconsultation/DraftAgricAppealsAmdmtBill2020PublicConsultationAugust2020.pdf
https://library.oireachtas.ie/legislative-resources/2020/forestry-miscellaneous-provisions-bill/
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Forestry in Ireland1 

At the beginning of the 20th century, less than 2% of Ireland’s land area was made up of forest but 

by 2017 Ireland’s forest estate had expanded to cover 11% (770,020 hectares [ha]) of the total 

land area.2 However, while forestry levels have increased, this remains well below the European 

average of 38% in 2015.3 Of our total forest area, just over 50% is in public ownership (mostly with 

Coillte). Our forest estate is made up of a variety of tree types. Sitka spruce (coniferous) is the 

most common species (51.1% of forest cover) and broadleaves account for 28.7% of the total 

forest area. The level of broadleaves planted has been rising in recent years (27% of all trees 

planted in 2017 were broadleaves).4 Broadleaf species include willow, birch, ash and oak.5  

Forest production 

In 2018: 

• The total roundwood harvest (including firewood) was 3.69 million m3, the highest level 
since records began; 

• Softwood available for processing was 3.24 million m3 (with 80% from Coillte and the 
remainder from the private sector); 

• Forest products exports were valued at €450 million; and 

• 40% of the wood fibre available for use here was used for energy generation, mainly within 
the forest products sector.6 

The 2019 McKinnon report (detailed later in this Note) states that the timber processing industry in 

Ireland is dependent on the supply of softwood timber from coniferous forests and over 80% of 

wood-based panel production is exported to the UK.7  

Socio-economic impact 

It is estimated that the full economic value of the forest sector was €2.3 billion in 2012 when both 

indirect and induced effects were considered with approximately 12,000 people employed by 

activities in the forest and wood products sector. There are over 29 million visits to Irish forests 

every year and in 2019, total expenditure was €89.9 million which includes afforestation grants, 

annual premium payments and grant aid for forest roads.8 

Environmental impact 

Trees are an important carbon sink and help mitigate climate change. Ireland’s forest estate stored 

311.7 million tonnes of carbon in 2017.9 Other environmental benefits from forests include reducing 

soil erosion and increasing biodiversity by providing habitats for a variety of species of plants, 

animals, birds and insects. Forests can provide a buffer against extreme weather and with proper 

management and the right tree species in the right location, forests can maintain or improve water 

quality and help with drainage management in the catchment.10 However, in some places in 

Ireland, coniferous plantations have led to concerns relating to acidification of local waterways.11 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Roundwood_production
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Forestry policy  

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (“the Department”) is responsible for 

implementing forestry policy in Ireland. Forests, products and people – Ireland’s forest policy – a 

renewed vision was published in 2014.12 The strategic goal of Irelands forest policy is: 

“To develop an internationally competitive and sustainable forest sector that provides a full 

range of economic, environmental and social benefits to society and which accords with the 

Forest Europe definition of sustainable forest management.”   

Ireland’s current Forestry Programme for Ireland, 2014-2020 is in line with national forest policy 

and aims to: 

• increase forestry in Ireland on a permanent basis; 

• increase and sustain the production of forest-based biomass to meet renewable energy 
targets; 

• support forest owners to actively manage their plantations; and  

• optimise the environmental and social benefits of existing and planned forests.  

A mid-term review of the forestry programme was carried out by the Department in 2017–2018.13   

The Government’s Climate Action Plan of June 2019 also has a number of actions related to 

forestry. These include a commitment for an average of 8,000 ha per annum of newly planted 

forest, and sustainable forest management of existing forests. 

Grants and premium schemes for forestry 

Under the Forestry Programme for Ireland 2014–2020, there are several grant and premium 

forestry schemes to help develop the forestry sector in Ireland. A list of the forestry schemes 

supported by the Department is available here. The National Afforestation Scheme and related 

forestry programmes pay farmers to plant trees and aim to increase Irelands forest resource. The 

National Afforestation Scheme is the main contributor to increasing planting levels and the overall 

goals of the scheme are to: 

• increase Ireland’s forest cover to 18% of Ireland’s land area;  

• ensure that at least 30% of the area afforested comprises broadleaves, including native 

woodland;  

• develop a forest-based biomass resource and generally encourage its use in domestic 

markets;  

• increase levels of carbon sequestration contributing towards climate change mitigation; 

• encourage forest management practices that restore, preserve and enhance forest 

biodiversity; and  

• provide a resource that will contribute to long-term sustainable development in the rural 

economy.14 

Other related forestry programmes include the Woodland Environmental Fund which was 

introduced to further incentivise the planting of native woodlands and pays a premium for native 

woodlands plantations and the NeighbourWood Scheme. Forestry grants are compatible with other 

farming schemes and agroforestry is also supported under the afforestation scheme.15 

In 2017, over 13,000 farmers received nearly €68 million in forestry premium payments and €25 

million in revenue from timber sales.16  

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/forestpolicyreviewforestsproductsandpeople/00487%20Forestry%20Review%20-%20web%2022.7.14.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/forestpolicyreviewforestsproductsandpeople/00487%20Forestry%20Review%20-%20web%2022.7.14.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/forestryprogramme2014-2020/IRELANDForestryProgramme20142020230215.pdf
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/climate-action/publications/Documents/16/Climate_Action_Plan_2019.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/grantsandpremiumschemes2014-2020/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2016/1AfforestationScheme150319.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2018/DAFMWEFleaflet14Sept18250918.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/grants/establishment-grants/agroforestry/
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Forestry regulatory system 

Forestry in Ireland operates within a legal and regulatory framework. This is necessary in order to 

protect forests and to ensure that forestry operations and activities are carried out in compliance 

with the principles of sustainable forest management. The key piece of legislation is the Forestry 

Act 2014. The 2014 Act updated earlier forestry law and gave the Minister for Agriculture, Food 

and the Marine (“the Minister”) the power to make regulations for the effective management of the 

forestry sector and the protection of trees. The 2014 Act also introduced a revised felling licensing 

system. Applicants for the various forestry schemes including felling, afforestation, a forest road or 

aerial fertilisation must apply to the Department for a licence.  

Agriculture Appeals Office 

The Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 set out the statutory basis for the Agriculture Appeals Office 

(AAO). The AAO was established by the Minister in 2002 as an independent agency to provide a 

free, independent appeals service to farmers who are dissatisfied with decisions of the Department 

concerning their entitlements under designated schemes operated by the Department. Forestry 

schemes covered by the AAO include the: 

• Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme; 

• Forest Road Scheme; 

• NeighbourWood Scheme; and  

• Native Woodlands Scheme.  

Forestry Appeals Committee 

The Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001, along with the Forestry Appeals Committee Regulations 

2018 (S.I. No. 68 of 2018), provide for the functions of the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC). 

The FAC was formally established in 2018 and provides an appeals service where, if a person is 

dissatisfied with a decision of the Minister or an officer of the Minister, he/she may submit an 

appeal against a decision on a licence, an approval and/or an entry into a register concerning the 

following: 

• afforestation; 

• felling; 

• forest road works; and/or 

• aerial fertilisation.17 

Appeals against decisions concerning payments of grants do not fall within the remit of the FAC 

and should be submitted to the AAO.18  

McKinnon Report 

In 2019, the Department commissioned Jim McKinnon CBE to conduct an independent review of 

the forestry licensing process. McKinnon examined the process for approving afforestation 

proposals and the linked issues for other forestry related operations (i.e. forest road works and tree 

felling). He proposed 22 recommendations or “Ways Forward” on how to resolve the issues 

identified and which will improve the process for the Department and industry stakeholders. The 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2014/act/31/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2014/act/31/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2001/act/29/enacted/en/html
http://www.agriappeals.gov.ie/
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2001/act/29/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/68/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/68/made/en/print
http://www.agriappeals.gov.ie/forestryappealscommittee/
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report, A Review of the approval process for afforestation in Ireland was published in November 

2019.19  

The report notes that over recent years the number of submissions on afforestation licensing 

applications has been rising. One application can attract several submissions and the FAC does 

not have capacity to deal with the additional administration. As a result, the decision time on 

afforestation licence applications is taking longer and this in turn is affecting levels of new planting 

(in 2009, 6,500 ha were planted but this dropped to just 4,000 ha in 2018 and 3,250 ha to end 

October 2019). There have also been delays with decisions on felling licence applications. Unlike 

submissions to planning applications which attract a fee, there is currently no charge to make a 

submission on an application to the FAC.  

The recent enforcement of the statutory requirement under the Habitats Directive to screen for 

potentially significant impacts on Natura 2000 sites20 has also contributed to delays.  

According to McKinnon,  

While all applications must be screened under the Habitats Directive relatively few numbers 

have resulted in requests for Natura Impact Statements. However, these requests have 

risen from less than 15 in 2016 to over 50 in 2019 in the first 9 months of 2019.  

The Minister (Charlie McConalogue T.D.), further explains the background to the requirements 

under the Habitats Directive in response to a recent parliamentary question as follows: 

The current licensing difficulties are as a result of the changes made to internal Appropriate 

Assessment Procedures (AAP).  These were introduced in response to important Court of 

Justice of the European Union (CJEU) decisions and their subsequent interpretation by the 

Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) and others.  These findings meant that in order to grant 

licences which fully meet environmental requirements, fundamental changes to the 

licensing system were unavoidable.  All licence applications are subject to a statutory public 

notification system.21   

Some of the key issues identified in the McKinnon Report included: 

• A lack of political commitment and priority by the Irish Government to promote afforestation; 

• Licensing delays, indecision on how to cope with Ash dieback and some problems with the 
digitisation of forest premiums; 

• Too much paperwork; 

• Differing views from various stakeholders on the benefits of and impacts from coniferous 
versus broadleaf plantations; 

• Planting targets differ across Government documents, but the 8,000 ha / year figure 
committed to in the 2019 Climate Action Plan is now the most widely accepted target; 

• More staff are needed to reduce delays in deciding applications; 

• Challenges in complying with the Habitats Directive and concerns among inspectors in 
making screening judgements under the Habitats Directive; and 

• Delays and costs associated with the introduction of 3rd party rights of appeal.22 
  

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/publications/2019/ReviewApprovalProcessesforAfforestationIrelandMackinnonNovember2019291119.pdf
http://www.epa.ie/terminalfour/AppropAssess/index.jsp
http://www.epa.ie/terminalfour/AppropAssess/index.jsp
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McKinnon set out a summary of his recommendations in Annex 1 of the Report. 

Recommendations include: 

• Raise the political profile of, and commitment to, woodland creation; 

• Focus action on reducing current backlog of applications;  

• Address problems with poor quality applications; 

• Develop guidance on the Habitats Directive as it affects licensing applications;  

• Recruit additional Inspectors and Environmental Specialists;  

• Develop a Customer Service Charter;  

• Prepare a Forestry Strategy for Ireland; 

• Need for greater commitment by all to partnership working; 

• Raise awareness of value of woodland creation and a vibrant forest industry; and  

• Introduce fees for submitting applications, making submissions and lodging appeals.23  

Reasons for the Bill 

As set out in the McKinnon Report, the forestry sector has been suffering from major delays to 

forestry licensing and forestry appeals decisions. This is having significant detrimental effects on 

the timber processing industry, putting an estimated 12,000 jobs at risk and reducing levels of new 

tree planting in Ireland. Concerns about backlogs with the FAC have been regularly raised in the 

media and in a number of parliamentary questions to the Minister, particularly over the Summer–

Autumn 2020.  

A recent Irish Times article notes that the FAC is unable to cope with the number of submissions to 

licence applications and a two-year backlog of complaints has developed. Forestry industry 

stakeholders argue that this has led to stalled production of enough timber to build 50,000 

homes.24  

The Bill has been introduced in response to these concerns with the aim of reducing the backlog in 

the FAC and developing a more efficient forestry appeals process. This is described in more detail 

in the response of the Minister to a recent parliamentary question, where he stated that: 

I recognise the difficulties that the delays to forestry licensing and forestry appeals are 

causing. The Government is committed to improvements to the licensing and appeals 

system as set out in the Programme for Government.  It is very clear that the current 

system needs to be improved so that it can operate more efficiently.   

The proposed Bill amending the Agriculture Appeals Act is designed to align forestry 

licensing appeals process with best practice in other appeals processes. For instance, it 

includes proposals for the appointment of Deputy Chairpersons and the creation of sub-

divisions of the main Committee which will increase capacity to hold hearings. Certain other 

efficiencies in the operation of the committee are also proposed. […] 

Additional resources have previously been assigned to the FAC, including additional 

administrative resources and personnel with planning expertise, to assist with administering 

appeals. These will be added to shortly to ensure their readiness for the implementation of 

the Bill, subject to its passing in the Oireachtas.25  
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The Minister further noted in responding to another recent parliamentary question, that, regarding 

the application of the procedures now in place to ensure full compliance with the Habitats 

Directive, including screening for the need for an Appropriate Assessment on forestry licensing 

applications, that: 

I accept the current changes to procedures are very significant and they have been 

challenging to implement such is the scope and breadth of them, which has unfortunately 

meant that there have been delays in issuing licences. It has taken substantial resources 

and effort to introduce a robust and workable system, which meets the legislative 

requirements, and I believe we now have that in place. A majority of my Department's 

licensing decisions are being confirmed at the Forestry Appeals Committee which gives 

confidence in these revised procedures.  

My Department has a detailed project plan in place for dealing with the current backlog and 

new applications, which includes significant investment in extra resources required to 

deliver the plan. These resources are a combination of additional ecologists, forestry 

inspectors and administrative staff where required.  

The project plan is a targeted, process-driven approach which prioritises files in a manner 

which will result in an increased number of licences being issued in the short-term and will 

deliver a return to expected timelines in the longer term. Applicants who have or are 

prepared to submit a Natura Impact Statement, where appropriate, will be prioritised.   

A Project Management Board, with a dedicated Project Manager, is overseeing and 

monitoring delivery. There will be a continuous review of the process, in order to effect 

efficiencies. A communication plan to keep stakeholders fully and regularly informed of 

progress, with a dedicated central resource to deal with queries, is a key element of the 

project. While much of the success of the project plan lies with my Department, 

stakeholders also need to engage with it. This will require a commitment from forestry 

companies to submit only applications which have a realistic chance of being planted, to 

ensure all applications are of the required standard and quality, and to submit NISs in 

accordance with the guidance provided.26 

Public consultation on the Bill 

The Bill was formerly called the Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill and the draft Agriculture 

Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 was published by the Department on 31 July for public 

consultation for a four-week period with a closing date of 28 August 2020. In response to a recent 

parliamentary question, the Minister stated that:  

My Department has received almost 9,000 submissions which shows that this is an issue 

which has generated intense public interest. There are a range of views expressed but our 

analysis to date indicates that a significant majority support the introduction of the Bill and 

the measures therein. These will all be published on the Department's website once they 

have been reviewed.27  

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publicconsultation/DraftAgricAppealsAmdmtBill2020PublicConsultationAugust2020.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publicconsultation/DraftAgricAppealsAmdmtBill2020PublicConsultationAugust2020.pdf
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As of Wednesday, 23rd September, the L&RS could not find any submissions on the Department 

website.28 However, the L&RS did find some submissions available online from the following 

bodies: 

• Friends of the Irish Environment 
• Irish Timber Growers Association 
• Birdwatch Ireland 
• An Taisce 
• Just Transition Greens 

Changes to the Bill following public consultation 

“relevant persons” 

One of the most contentious issues with the draft Bill (published 31 July) related to a provision that 

restricted appeals to "relevant persons". Environmental NGOs raised concerns that this would limit 

public participation in the forestry licensing appeals process. However, Minister of State for 

Forestry, Senator Pippa Hackett, confirmed in an interview with RTÉ on 20 September that this 

provision is now being removed from the Bill.29 

Concerns raised 

Unfortunately, the L&RS did not have time to analyse those submissions available online in any 

detail. However, the Bill Briefing page does link to several media articles which includes reference 

to various concerns raised. 

Main provisions of the Bill 

This Note concentrates on sections 3 and 4 of the Bill. A short summary of the other provisions in 

the Bill is given at the end of the section  

The Forestry (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2020  amends the current processes and procedures 

dealing with appeals against decisions to licence afforestation, felling, forest road works or aerial 

fertilisation of forests. 

The Bill introduces procedures which aim to speed up the appeals process. It will increase the 

capacity of the FAC to determine appeals by enabling it to sit in divisions of itself and for the 

appointment of deputy chairpersons to the FAC. The Bill allows the FAC to have a quorum of two 

rather than three in most circumstances.  

The Bill does not limit the category of people who can take an appeal against an FAC decision. It 

will only allow for oral proceedings in certain circumstances and it removes the ability to appeal a 

decision of the FAC to the High Court on a point of law. The Bill allows for the introduction of fees 

to be paid when making an appeal and allows the Minister to issue a directive prioritising classes 

of appeals.  

Changes to structure and proceedings of Forestry Appeals Committee 

Section 3 of the Bill amends section 14A of the Agricultural Appeals Act 200130 which deals with 

the establishment of the FAC and its functions. 

https://www.friendsoftheirishenvironment.org/library/17858-draft-agriculture-appeals-amendment-bill-2020-submission-to-public-consultation
https://itga.ie/images/pdf/ITGA_submission_to_DAFM_on_Draft_Agric_Appeals_Bill_2020.pdf
https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/uploads/2020/08/20200828_BirdWatch-Ireland-Submission_-Forestry-Bill-2020_FINAL.pdf
https://www.antaisce.org/publications/submission-on-draft-agriculture-appeals-amendment-bill-2020
https://medium.com/@jtg_ie/just-transition-greens-submission-on-the-draft-agriculture-appeals-amendment-bill-2020-f263e71de346
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publicconsultation/DraftAgricAppealsAmdmtBill2020PublicConsultationAugust2020.pdf
https://www.rte.ie/news/politics/2020/0920/1166370-forestry/
https://www.rte.ie/news/politics/2020/0920/1166370-forestry/
https://library.oireachtas.ie/legislative-resources/2020/forestry-miscellaneous-provisions-bill/
https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2020/32/eng/initiated/b3220s.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2001/act/29/enacted/en/print.html
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Section 3 of the Bill does the following things:  

• It allows the FAC to sit in divisions;  

• It provides for the appointment of deputy chairpersons to the FAC; 

• It provides for the Committee to have a quorum of two. Where the two members cannot 
agree on the appeal then the appeal will be reheard by three members of the FAC; 

• It inserts a time limit of 28 days to lodge an appeal which starts on the day that the decision 
which will be the subject of the appeal is made; and  

• It removes the right to appeal a decision of the FAC to the High Court31 on any question of 
law. 

 

Further changes to the conduct of appeals before the Forestry Appeals 

Committee  

Section 4 of the Bill makes further changes to how appeals are run by the FAC and inserts new 

sections 14B, 14C, 14D, 14E and 14F into the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001. 

Section 14B deals with the conduct of appeals. It provides that the FAC can make rules in 

relation to the carrying out of appeals and these rules will be publicly available. Where an appellant 

does not comply with the rules then the appeal will be invalid and will not be considered by the 

FAC. This section also provides that an appeal can be dismissed by FAC if it is vexatious. The 

term vexatious in not defined in the Bill but can be defined32 as without reasonable grounds or as 

frivolous.  

Section 14B provides that when an appellant is making an appeal33 that s/he must state all of the 

grounds on which the appeal is made and give the FAC all of the documents and evidence upon 

which he or she intends to rely to support those grounds. The FAC is given the discretion to decide 

whether any further evidence or documents, outside of those given at the time of making the 

appeal, can be submitted by any party to the appeal. It will be permitted when it is considered 

necessary and expedient for a fair and proper determination of an appeal.  

The FAC can also carry out: 

• Screening for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA); 

• An EIA; 

• Screening for an Appropriate Assessment (AA); or 

• An AA. 

At the end of the hearing of an appeal the FAC can do the following:  

(a) affirm the decision, or  
(b) where it is satisfied that a serious or significant error or a series of errors was made in 
making the decision the subject of the appeal or that the decision was made without 
complying with fair procedure— 

(i) vary the decision; 
(ii) allow the appeal and set aside the decision; 
(iii) set aside the decision and remit it, for stated reasons, to the Minister; or 
(iv) where the Committee considers it appropriate to do so, by reference to 
submissions, documents or evidence before it which were not considered by the 
Minister or for other good reason, substitute its decision for the decision of the 
Minister. 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2001/act/29/enacted/en/print.html
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Section 14C deals with oral hearings. It provides that the FAC can decide on an appeal without 

oral hearings (parties to the appeal appear in person or through representation to set out their 

submissions on the decision) unless the Committee feels that it is necessary to conduct an oral 

hearing in order to properly and fairly determine the appeal. An appeal will now be based primarily 

on written submissions. The FAC can, but is not obliged under the Bill, to make rules in relation to 

the conduct of oral hearings.  

Where an oral hearing is to be allowed then the Chairperson or deputy chairperson of the FAC can 

limit the time within which each party can orally make a submission.  

Section 14D deals with a general directive as to policy from the Minister. It provides that the 

Minister can make a directive as to the carrying out of appeals such as the sequencing and 

prioritising of certain classes of appeals. The Minister must have regard to the need to ensure an 

economically and environmentally sustainable yield of forest goods and services in the State. The 

Directive can be amended or revoked by the Minister.  

Section 14E deals with regulations which the Minister can make under the Act. These include 

time limits to making and conducting of an appeal, procedures for the separation of appeals, and 

the form and manner in which an appeal can be withdrawn. The Minister can also make 

regulations dealing with the conditions of and qualification for appointment to the FAC 

Section 14F deals with the power to prescribe fees. This section gives the Minister the power, 

following consultation with the chairperson of the FAC, to set out fees to be charged when making 

an appeal. Different appeals may have different fees. The Minister can also provide for a refund of 

fees in certain circumstances. These are not set out in the Bill.  

 

Other provisions in the Bill  

Section 1 deals with definition: 

“Act of 2001” means the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001; 

“Act of 2014” means the Forestry Act 2014. 

Section 2 of the Bill amends section 14 of the Act of 2001; and deals with provisions for an annual 

report. 

Section 5 amends the Act of 2014 and allows for the publication of application documents on the 

Department’s website. It also deletes certain sections of the Act so that the making of regulations 

to prescribe fees follow the procedures outlined in the Act of 2001. 

Section 6 outlines the transitional and saving provisions for the coming into operation of the 

provisions of the Bill. 

Section 7 deals with the short title, citation and commencement. Different parts of the Bill can be 

commenced at different times.  

 

 

 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2001/act/29/enacted/en/print.html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2014/act/31/enacted/en/html
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