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Abstract 

As part of its July Jobs Stimulus Package, the Irish Government 

announced details of the ‘Stay and Spend’ initiative which is intended 

to support the Irish tourism and hospitality sector. This L&RS Note 

discusses this new initiative and looks at ‘staycation voucher’ type 

approaches taken by other countries to stimulate domestic tourism. 

Finally, this Note looks beyond the tourism industry and provides an 

international overview of other cash-type incentives provided to 

support households during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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Summary 

• The COVID-19 pandemic and associated containment measures have had a significant 

impact on the Irish economy, and on the tourism and hospitality sector in particular.  

 

• While job losses (either temporary or permanent) have been experienced across all sectors 

of the economy, the ‘Accommodation and Food Services’ sector remains the largest cohort 

availing of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) scheme. 

 

• On July 23rd, the Government introduced its July Jobs Stimulus plan which contains a 

package of measures designed to stimulate the domestic economy while continuing to 

manage the impact of COVID-19.  

 

• Amongst the new measures is a ‘Stay and Spend’ incentive to support the tourism and 

hospitality sectors during the off-season. As part of this new incentive, spending on 

accommodation, food, and/or non-alcoholic drinks up to €625 will be refunded with an 

income tax credit of up to €125 per taxpayer, or up to €250 for a jointly assessed couple. 

 

• Many other countries have introduced similar staycation incentives to address the impact of 

COVID-19 on their tourism and hospitality sectors (or equivalent). For example, the 

Japanese government established the ‘Go to Travel’ campaign which provides subsidies of 

up to 50% on the costs of hotels, restaurants, tourist attractions, shopping and transport 

within Japan.  

 

• Another example is the approach taken by the Italian government in May to provide eligible 

persons (Italian households with a total annual income of €40,000 or less) up to €500 

towards the costs of their stay in Italy.  

 

• Outside the tourism and hospitality sector, there are other examples of cash-type 

supplements for households affected by COVID-19. For example, in Hong Kong, all 

permanent residents aged 18+ have been given HK$10,000 (€1,100) in cash in an effort to 

stimulate household spending.  
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Introduction 

The tourism and hospitality sector in Ireland employ approximately 180,000 people. According to a 

report published by Fáilte Ireland in 2019, expenditure by tourists visiting Ireland was estimated to 

be worth €5.6bn in 2018. When combined with money spent by Irish residents holidaying at home 

and receipts paid to Irish carriers by foreign visitors, total tourism expenditure in 2018 was 

estimated to be €9.4bn. However, the COVID-19 pandemic and associated containment measures 

have had a significant impact on the Irish economy, and on the tourism and hospitality sector in 

particular.  

A recent Central Bank of Ireland Quarterly Bulletin, published in July 2020, shows the impact of the 

pandemic on the labour market has been ‘historically severe’. At its peak, approximately 1.2 million 

people were in receipt of some form of income support1. While job losses (either temporary or 

permanent) have been evident across all sectors, the ‘Accommodation and Food Services’ sector 

remains the largest cohort availing of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) scheme. As of 

July 21st, there were 70,500 people previously employed in this sector receiving this payment, 

although this is down significantly from the May 4th peak of 128,5002. This is followed by the 

‘Wholesale and Retail Trade’ and ‘Construction’ sectors with 43,500 and 27,300 recipients, 

respectively, as of July 21st. The Bulletin notes that the greatest impact is occurring where 

employment has less ‘work from home’ potential and where sectors such as tourism and hospitality 

are especially important. 

A report by EY in April 2020 showed the proportion of jobs directly dependent on the tourism 

sector by county and local government district (see Figure 1 overleaf). Using data from Oxford 

Economics, it is estimated that 18% of jobs in Co. Kerry (the highest on the island), 14% in the 

district of North Down and Ards, and 13% in Co. Donegal are dependent on the tourism and 

hospitality sector, compared with 10% in Dublin and 8% in Belfast (district).  

Table 1: Employment estimates in ‘Accommodation, Food, Arts, Entertainment and recreation’  

Ireland (Counties)  Northern Ireland (Districts)  

Kerry 18% North Down and Ards 14% 

Donegal 13% Causeway Coast and Glens 12% 

Wexford 12% Mid and East Antrim 10% 

Waterford, Kilkenny, Clare, Mayo, Sligo, 

Leitrim  

11% Derry and Strabane, Fermanagh and 

Omagh, Newry Mourne and Down 

9% 

Dublin, Wicklow, Carlow, Laois, Cork, 

Galway, Westmeath 

10% Belfast 8% 

Source: EY Report (April 2020), Potential Impact of COVID-19 on Irish Tourism 

 
1 Approximately 600,000 were in receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment (PUP); 400,000 were in 

receipt of the temporary wage subsidy scheme (TWSS) and 200,000 via the Live Register. 

2 This information is obtained from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Social Protection Press Release. See 
Appendix 2 – Pandemic Unemployment Payments by Sector which can be accessed here.  

https://www.failteireland.ie/FailteIreland/media/WebsiteStructure/Documents/3_Research_Insights/Key-Tourism-Facts-2018.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/publications/quarterly-bulletins/qb-archive/2020/quarterly-bulletin---q3-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=6
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/52414-update-on-payments-awarded-for-covid-19-pandemic-unemployment-payment-and-enhanced-illness-benefit/
https://www.ey.com/en_ie/covid-19/potential-impact-of-covid-19-on-irish-tourism
https://www.ey.com/en_ie/covid-19/potential-impact-of-covid-19-on-irish-tourism
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/52414-update-on-payments-awarded-for-covid-19-pandemic-unemployment-payment-and-enhanced-illness-benefit/
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Figure 1: Proportion of jobs dependent on the tourism and hospitality sector by county 

(Ireland) and by district (Northern Ireland) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: EY Report (April 2020), Potential Impact of COVID-19 on Irish Tourism 

 

Given the current level of vulnerability in the sector, as part of its July Jobs Stimulus Package, the 

Irish Government announced details of its ‘Stay and Spend’ incentive which is intended to support 

the domestic tourism and hospitality sector. The following section of this Note provides further 

details on this new incentive.  

In addition to this, this Note examines the approaches undertaken internationally to support the 

tourism and hospitality sector. To this end, it briefly examines the amount of stimulus provided to 

households, the total spend by governments on the scheme, the (sub) sectoral focus of the 

schemes, the delivery approach undertaken and the status of the proposed scheme (whether or 

not the scheme has yet been formally approved).  

Finally, this Note looks beyond the tourism and hospitality sector and provides an overview of other 

cash-type incentives provided to support households internationally during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  

https://www.ey.com/en_ie/covid-19/potential-impact-of-covid-19-on-irish-tourism
https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html
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Ireland’s ‘Stay and Spend’ Incentive 

On July 23rd 2020, the Government announced its July Jobs Stimulus plan. This €7.4bn plan 

contains a package of measures designed to stimulate the domestic economy while continuing to 

manage the impact of COVID-19.  

Amongst these new measures is a “Stay and Spend” incentive to support the tourism and 

hospitality sector during the off-season. This new measure provides relief for claimants by way of 

an income tax credit, equal to the lesser of:  

▪ 20 per cent of the qualifying expenditure (accommodation, food and/or non-alcoholic 

beverages); and  

▪ €125 (individual) or €250 in the case of a jointly assessed couple3.  

The income tax credit may also be set against the claimant’s Universal Social Charge (USC) 

liability if they don’t have a sufficient income tax liability to fully absorb the tax credit in the year of 

assessment. Table 2 below (and overleaf) provides a brief summary of the key features of this 

“Stay and Spend” incentive.  

Table 2: Summary of the key features of the “Stay and Spend” incentive 

Qualifying 

expenditure 

Holiday accommodation and/or 

Food and drink from a qualifying service provider 

Expenditure on alcohol is not allowable expenditure 

 

Amount Lesser of 20% of the qualifying expenditure incurred and the 

maximum tax credit of: 

€125 for an individual 

€250 for couples jointly assessed to tax 

These are lifetime limits4 

 

Minimum expenditure €25 per transaction (inclusive of VAT) 

Time period 1 October 2020 to 30 April 2021 (this may be extended) 

 

Type of qualifying 

service 

Holiday accommodation5 

- Hotels 
- Guest Houses 

 
3 This is provided in Section 7 of the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Bill 2020 Explanatory 

Memorandum which can be assessed here 

4 Qualifying expenditure can be incurred on a cumulative basis over the life of the scheme, with relief given by 
reference to the tax year in which the expenditure is incurred, but the claimant must incur minimum 
qualifying expenditure of €25 (inclusive of VAT) per transaction. 

5 Must be registered with Fáilte Ireland to qualify. 

https://dbei.gov.ie/en/News-And-Events/Department-News/2020/July/23072020.html
https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2020/19/eng/memo/b1920d-memo.pdf
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- B&Bs 
- Self-catering accommodation 
- Caravan and camping parks 
- Holiday camps 

 

Food and drinks (excluding alcohol) served in a 

- Café 
- Restaurant 
- Hotel 
- Pub (or another licensed premises) 

 

Source: Adapted from Section 7 of the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Bill 2020 

Explanatory Memorandum which can be accessed at: 

https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2020/19/eng/memo/b1920d-memo.pdf  

 

In summary, spending on accommodation, food and/or non-alcoholic drinks of up to €625 will be 

refunded with an income tax credit of €125 per taxpayer, or up to €250 for a jointly assessed 

couple. The spending can be cumulative over the time period, but the total amount claimed cannot 

exceed this cap. The taxpayer must spend a minimum of €25 on qualifying expenditure and submit 

the receipt(s) to Revenue using a mobile app. A report by the Department of Finance states that 

this initiative is estimated to cost approximately €140m in 2021.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2020/19/eng/memo/b1920d-memo.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/70ac0-july-stimulus-policy-initiative-overview-of-economic-support-measures/
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Tourism-specific stimulus: International approaches  

Table 3 below (and overleaf) provides a summary of examples of specific stimulus approaches 

implemented (and proposed, but not yet approved) internationally by governments to address the 

impact of COVID-19 on the tourism and hospitality sector (or equivalent).  

This OECD report, updated on June 2nd 2020, provides a detailed and insightful overview on the 

tourism policy responses to COVID-19 across a wide range of countries (including Ireland).  

 

Table 3: Summary of tourism sector specific stimulus (as of July 2020) 

Country Amount (per 

person / per 

household) 

Government 

Spend 

Delivery 

Method 

Focused  

Sector 

Approved? 

Australia Between AUD$13 - 

AUD$65 (€8-€40) 

per person, 

depending on park.  

AUD$ 11.2 

million (€6.8 

million) 

Free park 

entry 

Fee Waiver for 

National Parks 

Yes 

Northern 

Territory 

(Australia) 

Up to AUD$200 

(€121) for 

Territorians aged 

18+ if they 

contribute 

AUD$200 of their 

own money 

AUD$5.2 

million (€4.1 

million) 

Voucher Local bookable 

tourism products  

Yes 

Bulgaria €107 per person Not specified Voucher ‘Rediscover 

Bulgaria’  

Not yet 

approved / 

implemented  

Iceland ISK 5000 (€33) per 

person aged 18+ 

ISK 1.5 billion 

(€9.8 million) 

Digital gift 

voucher 

Domestic 

Tourism  

Yes 

Italy Families: up to 

€500 

Couples: up to 

€300 

Individuals: up to 

€150 

Only for Italian 

households with 

annual income ≤ 

€40,000  

Not specified Tax Credit ‘Holiday Bonus’ 

as part of 

‘Relaunch 

Decree’ 

 

Hotels 

 

Yes 

https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=124_124984-7uf8nm95se&title=Covid-19_Tourism_Policy_Responses
https://www.regional.gov.au/regional/programs/covid-19-relief-and-recovery-fund.aspx
https://www.tourismnt.com.au/marketing/domestic-marketing/current-campaigns/territory-tourism-voucher
https://www.tourismnt.com.au/marketing/domestic-marketing/current-campaigns/territory-tourism-voucher
https://www.tourismnt.com.au/marketing/domestic-marketing/current-campaigns/territory-tourism-voucher
https://www.bnr.bg/en/post/101266668/bulgaria-adopts-measures-to-save-summer-tourist-season
https://www.eftasurv.int/newsroom/updates/covid-19-pandemic-esa-approves-icelandic-travel-vouchers
https://www.thelocal.it/20200514/what-you-need-to-know-about-italy-relaunch-decree
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Brief outline of these measures 

Australia  

The Australian Government has established a $1 billion (€608m) COVID-19 Relief and Recovery 

Fund to support regions, communities and industry sectors that have been disproportionately 

affected by the pandemic. The initiatives announced under the Fund target industries including 

aviation, agriculture, fisheries, tourism and the arts.  

One such initiative is the Commonwealth National Parks Support for Tourism Fee Waivers. This 

provides entry fee waivers for the following Commonwealth National Parks: Booderee, Kakadu, 

and Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Parks.  

• In Booderee National Park, a vehicle pass usually costs AUD$13 (€8)  

• In Kakadu National Park, a family pass (2 adult, 2+ children) usually costs AUD$100 (€61). 

An adult pass is usually AUD$40 (€25).  

Japan Up to 50% 

discounts on 

domestic trips 

Not specified Discounts + 

Vouchers 

Domestic 

Tourism (lodging, 

restaurants, local 

shops) 

Yes 

Began in July 

Lithuania €200 per person 

(medical staff only) 

Not specified Voucher Domestic 

Tourism 

Not yet 

approved / 

implemented 

Malaysia 100 ringgit (€21) 

per person 

€100 million 

(includes 

other tourism 

initiatives) 

Discount 

voucher 

Collaboration 

with airlines, 

resorts and 

restaurants 

March 2020 

1,000 ringgit 

(€207) per person 

Not specified Income tax 

relief 

Tourist 

attractions and 

expenses on 

Ministry of 

Tourism, Arts and 

Culture 

registered 

premises. 

March 1st 

2020 to 

August 31st 

2020 

Switzerland CHF200 (€187) per 

person 

CHF1.7 billion 

(€1.6 bn) 

Voucher Domestic 

Tourism 

Not yet 

approved / 

implemented 

Vienna €50 per family  

€25 for single 

households 

€40 million Voucher Local 

Restaurants and 

Cafes 

Yes 

file://///oireachtas.local/dfs/staff/LawlorD/documents/The%20Australian%20Government%20has%20established%20a%20$1%20billion%20COVID-19%20Relief%20and%20Recovery%20Fund%20to%20support%20regions,%20communities%20and%20industry%20sectors%20that%20have%20been%20disproportionately%20affected%20by%20the%20Coronavirus%20crisis.%20The%20initiatives%20announced%20under%20the%20Fund%20are%20supporting%20industries%20including%20aviation,%20agriculture,%20fisheries,%20tourism%20and%20the%20arts
file://///oireachtas.local/dfs/staff/LawlorD/documents/The%20Australian%20Government%20has%20established%20a%20$1%20billion%20COVID-19%20Relief%20and%20Recovery%20Fund%20to%20support%20regions,%20communities%20and%20industry%20sectors%20that%20have%20been%20disproportionately%20affected%20by%20the%20Coronavirus%20crisis.%20The%20initiatives%20announced%20under%20the%20Fund%20are%20supporting%20industries%20including%20aviation,%20agriculture,%20fisheries,%20tourism%20and%20the%20arts
https://www.timeout.com/tokyo/travel/everything-you-need-to-know-japan-go-to-travel-campaign
http://eimin.lrv.lt/en/news/measures-presented-to-ensure-liquidity-and-activity-in-the-tourism-sector
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/malaysia-issues-stimulus-package-combat-covid-19-impact/
https://www.thelocal.ch/20200527/200-francs-for-every-resident-inside-switzerlands-plan-to-save-the-corona-hit-tourism-industry?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-13/vienna-opens-50-euro-tab-for-every-family-to-promote-eating-out
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• In Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, a family pass typically costs AUD$65 (€40) and an adult 

pass is usually $25 (€15).  

It is expected to run from March 16th 2020 to December 31st 2020. The cost to the Australian 

Government is estimated to be AUD$11.2 million (€6.8 million). They expect that free park entry 

will provide additional incentives for travellers to visit these destinations, as travel restrictions are 

relaxed.  

Northern Territory (Australia) 

According to Northern Territory Tourism, a AUD$5.2 million (€4.1 million) tourism voucher package 

has been launched offering Territorians aged 18+ a Territory Tourism Voucher worth up to 

AUD$200 (€121) if they contribute AUD$200 (€121) of their own money. 

This scheme opened on July 1st 2020 and more than 26,000 vouchers were made available 

through the AUD$5.2 million (€4.1 million) initiative. The vouchers may be downloaded and are 

valid for 30 days only. Voucher bookings and travel must be completed by 31 October 2020.   

The Territory Tourism Voucher is supported by a marketing campaign ‘Never have I ever…’, which 

seeks to encourage locals to experience tourist attractions they haven’t seen for themselves.  

South Australia are looking into a similar voucher scheme at present.  

Bulgaria 

The Bulgarian Ministry of Tourism are looking at the idea of introducing a system of vouchers for 

Bulgarians who choose local resorts as holiday destinations. The campaign, Rediscover Bulgaria, 

would give Bulgarians 210 leva (€107) holiday vouchers that can be used inside the country until 

the end of 2021.  

They are also looking at the possibility of providing chaise-lounges and umbrellas free of charge or 

at a ‘symbolic’ price.  

Finally, customers who bought holiday packages and were not able to use them can choose a 

tourist voucher, another date for their summer holiday or apply for a cash refund.  

 

Iceland 

According to the OECD, Icelandic residents over 18 years of age will collectively receive ISK 1.5 

billion (€9.8 million) worth of travel vouchers from the Government, to spend domestically. This 

action will be further implemented in co-operation with the Icelandic Travel Industry Association.  

As outlined by the ESA, individuals born in the year 2002 or before and who have an Icelandic ID 

number and are domiciled in Iceland will receive a digital gift voucher worth ISK 5,000 

(approximately €33) that can be used to buy services from domestic tourism companies. The 

voucher holder can choose the tourism operator(s) they would like to use, and each eligible 

tourism operator is allowed to redeem a maximum value ISK 100 million (€655,000) worth of 

vouchers.  

They anticipate that this will amount to 280,000 vouchers.  

 

https://www.tourismnt.com.au/marketing/domestic-marketing/current-campaigns/territory-tourism-voucher
https://7news.com.au/travel/tourism/coronavirus-travel-vouchers-proposed-by-labor-to-stimulate-sas-tourism-sector-c-1116700
https://www.bnr.bg/en/post/101266668/bulgaria-adopts-measures-to-save-summer-tourist-season
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/tourism-policy-responses-to-the-coronavirus-covid-19-6466aa20/
https://www.eftasurv.int/cms/sites/default/files/documents/gopro/College%20Decision%20057%2020%20COL%20-%20State%20aid%20-%20Iceland%20-%20COVID-19%20Digital%20gift%20voucher%20scheme.pdf
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Italy 

As part of the ‘Relaunch Decree’ approved by the Italian government in May, Italian households 

with a total annual income of €40,000 or less are eligible for up to €500 towards the cost of their 

stay in Italy. Families can apply for up to €500, couples are eligible for €300 and individuals for 

€150.  

Hotel providers provide 80% of the bonus by discounting their prices for eligible guests (and 

claiming it back as a tax credit), while holidaymakers claim the remaining 20% as a tax deduction.  

This ‘holiday bonus’ is available on trips taken between July 1st and December 31st 2020.  

 

Japan 

To promote domestic travel and support local businesses, the Japanese government have 

established the ‘Go to Travel’ campaign which provides subsidies of up to 50% on costs of hotels, 

restaurants, tourist attractions, shopping and transport within Japan. It is reported that Tokyo has 

been excluded from the campaign as a result of increased cases of COVID-19 cases in the city.  

The campaign began on July 22nd and is divided into two phases: 

- From July 22nd to August 31st, an initial 35% discount on travel expenses is provided 

- From September 1st onwards, travellers will receive the 35% discount plus an extra 15% 

discount in the form of vouchers that can be used at their destination 

The campaign is expected to finish in Spring 2021.  

Only domestic trips are eligible for a discount and may only be claimed up to a set limit, depending 

on the length of the trip: 

- Day Trips: maximum eligible spend of ¥10,000 (€81) per day 

- Overnight / Longer Trips: maximum eligible spend of ¥20,000 (€162) per night.  

Until the coupons are distributed on September 1st, the maximum spend is ¥7,000 (€57) per day 

and ¥14,000 (€113) per night, respectively. Trips costing more are still eligible for the scheme, but 

discounts will only apply up to those limits.  

 

Lithuania  

According to the Ministry of the Economy and Innovation of the Republic of Lithuania, a holiday 

coupon of no more than €200 is to be provided to medical staff working in Lithuania as a ‘thank 

you’ for their work during the quarantine period and to encourage the recovery of the local tourism 

market after COVID-19.  

Medical staff may use the coupon to pay for a package consisting of the services provided by the 

local tour operator or accommodation establishments (accommodation, transport, catering, 

entertainment, etc).  

http://www.governo.it/it/articolo/comunicato-stampa-del-consiglio-dei-ministri-n-45/14602
https://www.thelocal.it/20200514/what-you-need-to-know-about-italy-relaunch-decree
https://www.thelocal.it/20200515/why-the-italian-government-might-give-you-up-to-500-to-go-on-holiday-in-italy
https://www.timeout.com/tokyo/travel/everything-you-need-to-know-japan-go-to-travel-campaign
http://eimin.lrv.lt/en/news/measures-presented-to-ensure-liquidity-and-activity-in-the-tourism-sector
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Malaysia 

As outlined by ASEAN Briefing, the Malaysian government allocated €100 million in the form of 

travel discount vouchers. These are provided by the government, in collaboration with airlines, 

resorts, and hotels, and will offer discount vouchers of 100 ringgit (€21) per person from March 

2020.  

A special income tax relief worth 1,000 ringgit (€207) is available to individuals for expenses on 

domestic tourism from March 1st 2020 to August 31st 2020. This is limited to entrance fees for 

tourist attractions and expenses on accommodation at premises registered with the Ministry of 

Tourism, Arts, and Culture.  

 

Switzerland 

It has been proposed by a member of Switzerland’s National Council (lower house of the Federal 

Assembly) to provide every resident with a voucher worth CHF200 (€187) to spend on domestic 

tourist activities and hospitality industries.  

The vouchers may be used in hotels or tourism operators, restaurants or leisure facilities. The total 

cost of the voucher scheme is expected to be CHF1.7 billion (€1.6 billion).  

This subsidy has not been approved or implemented yet.  

 

Vienna 

The mayor of Vienna, Michael Ludwig, approved a €40 million voucher scheme for households in 

Vienna in May. According to the scheme, all 950,000 households in Vienna will receive vouchers 

to spend in local restaurants and cages. A multi-person household received €50 voucher by mail 

while single person households received a €25 voucher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/malaysia-issues-stimulus-package-combat-covid-19-impact/
https://www.thelocal.ch/20200527/200-francs-for-every-resident-inside-switzerlands-plan-to-save-the-corona-hit-tourism-industry?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-13/vienna-opens-50-euro-tab-for-every-family-to-promote-eating-out
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Other cash-type supplements for households 

Outside tourism, there are other examples of cash type supplements for households affected by 

COVID-19, primarily focusing on (but not limited to) vulnerable groups and households. A 

summary of these initiatives is provided in Table 4 below. The IMF policy tracker provides detailed 

information on the key economic responses of governments to COVID-19. The tracker includes 

196 countries and is regularly updated.  

 

Table 4: Summary of other cash-type supplements for households 

Country Amount (per 

person / per 

household) 

Government 

Spend 

Delivery Method 
Focused  

sector / 

Socioeconomic 

category 

Australia AUD$750 (€456) 

per person 

Not specified 

(part of wider 

package) 

One off cash 

payment 

Vulnerable 

households 

AUD$550 (€334) 

per person per 

fortnight 

From 25th 

September 2020, 

this rate will 

reduce to 

AUD$250 (€152) 

per fortnight 

Not specified 

(part of wider 

package) 

Temporary 

payment per 

fortnight 

(Coronavirus 

Supplement) 

Extends above 

Bolivia US$73 (€9) per 

child 

Not specified Direct relief 

payment 

Household with 

children in public 

schools 

US$ 58 (€7) per 

family 

Not specified Deliver food Food 

US$73 (€9) per 

citizen 

Not specified Direct relief 

payment 

Those without a 

salary 

Canada CAD$2,000       

(€1,300) to eligible 

workers every 4 

weeks for up to 16 

weeks 

Not specified Direct payment Canada Emergency 

Response Benefit 

Extra CAD$300 

(€196) per child  

Not specified Direct payment Canada Child Benefit 

https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19
https://www.dss.gov.au/about-the-department/coronavirus-covid-19-information-and-support
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19#A
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html#individuals
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Costa Rica CRC 100,000 – 

200,000 (€150 – 

€300) per month 

for three months 

Not specified 

but expected to 

be for 375,000 

households 

Subsidy Households 

economically affected 

by the pandemic 

El Salvador US$300 (€266) 

one-time subsidy  

Not specified 

but for approx. 

75% of all 

households 

Subsidy Households 

2.7 food baskets 

worth US$56 

(€50) each 

Not specified Food basket Affected households 

Hong Kong HK$10,000       

(€1,100) per 

person 

HK$120 billion 

(€13.7 billion) 

Cash All permanent 

residents aged 18+ 

Japan ¥100,000 (€827) 

per person 

Not specified Cash Every person in Japan 

Macau 3,000 patacas 

(€334) per person 

2.2 billion 

patacas (€223 

million) 

Pre-paid card. 

There is a 300 

patacas (€33) cap 

on spending so 

the card must be 

used at least 10 

times.  

All residents. Valid for 

three months. Can be 

used for catering, 

retail, or groceries but 

only in Macau 

Malaysia 200 ringgit (€42) 

per household per 

month 

Not specified Cash transfer Low-income 

households 

One-off payment 

of 100 ringgit 

(€21) per 

household 

Not specified Cash transfer Low-income 

households 

Serbia €100 per person Approximately 

RSD 65bn (€ 

553 million) 

Universal cash 

transfer 

All persons aged 18+ 

Singapore Between $100 

and $300 (€ 64 – 

€191) 

Part of a $1.6 

billion (€1bn) 

Care and 

Support 

Package 

One-off cash pay-

out to help with 

household 

expenses 

All Singaporeans 

aged 21 and older this 

year 

Additional $100 

(€64) 

Cash Parents with at least 

one Singaporean child 

aged 20 and below 

https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19#C
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/hong-kong-economy/article/3087965/hong-kong-permanent-residents-can-apply-hk10000
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/98_abe/statement/202004/_00002.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3050557/coronavirus-macau-will-give-residents-22-billion-patacas
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/malaysia-issues-stimulus-package-combat-covid-19-impact/
http://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/supporting-livelihoods-during-the-covid-19-crisis-closing-the-gaps-in-safety-nets-17cbb92d/
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/sporeans-aged-21-and-above-to-get-one-off-cash-payout-of-up-to-300
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$100 top-up (€64) Top-up of 

Passion cards. 

Can be used to 

pay for local food, 

activities, and 

facilities.  

Singaporeans aged 

50 and older this year 

South Korea KRW 1 million 

(€732) for 

households with 

4+ members 

KRW 800,000 

(€586) to 3-person 

households 

KRW600,000 

(€439) to 2-person 

households 

KRW400,000 

(€293) to single-

person 

households 

Part of universal 

program with 

cost of 

KRW14.3 trillion 

(€105bn) 

Not specified All households, but 

households that 

belong to vulnerable 

groups started 

receiving funds first. 

United 

States 

US$1,200 

(€1,065) per 

adults and 

US$500 (€444) 

per child. Up to 

US$3,400 

(€3,019) for a 

family of four.  

Part of a $2.2 

trillion bill 

 

 

Cheques Part of the 

Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief, and Economic 

Security (CARES) 

Act. Eligible US 

residents.  

http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200504000558
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/assistance-for-american-workers-and-families
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/assistance-for-american-workers-and-families
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